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Chamber to Hold
Luncheon, Dec. 7

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) will hold its monthly busi-
ness luncheon at its office on Friday,
December 7, from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. The WACC is located at 173
Elm Street.

Gregg Rood of Padgett Business
Services will speak regarding “Three
Critical Elements for Creating Suc-
cess in Business.” Mr. Rood of
Westfield runs an accounting prac-
tice focusing on small-business own-
ers.

This Lunch and Learn seminar will
explore business plans, time manage-
ment and measure and analysis. There
is a fee of $10 for WACC members
and $25 for non-members.

Registration is required. The pub-
lic can do so by visiting
westfieldareachamber.com, calling
(908) 233-3021 or sending an e-mail
to info@westfieldareachamber.com.

Woman’s Club Seeks
New Members for 2008

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield seeks new members. The
club offers activities and opportunity
to meet people and make new friends.

Some of the club’s contributions
and volunteer services include assist-
ing the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,
making meals for those in need, fund-
ing Westfield High School scholar-
ships and assisting the United Fund,
as well as helping the City for Hope
Hospice, Westfield Rescue Squad and
shelters for abused women.

The club offers social events, pro-
grams with professional speakers,
field trips and recreation. For infor-
mation, call (908) 233-2339 or write
Woman’s Club of Westfield, PO Box
2424, Westfield, NJ 07091.
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Berkeley Heights 13,407 8,632 64% 3,677 43% 27%
Clark 14,597 9,679 66% 2,573 27% 18%
Cranford 22,578 14,718 65% 6,291 43% 28%

Elizabeth 125,809 40,304 32% 6,617 16% 5%
Fanwood 7,174 4,752 66% 2,059 43% 29%
Garwood 4,153 2,452 59% 1,008 41% 24%
Hillside 21,747 10,743 49% 2,343 22% 11%
Kenilworth 7,675 4,684 61% 2,119 45% 28%
Linden 39,394 19,219 49% 5,403 28% 14%

Mountainside 6,602 4,526 69% 1,851 41% 28%

New Providence 11,907 7,283 61% 2,607 36% 22%
Plainfield 47,829 18,080 38% 3,974 22% 8%
Rahway 26,500 13,553 51% 3,056 23% 12%
Roselle 21,274 10,429 49% 2,655 26% 12%

Roselle Park 13,281 7,140 54% 2,240 31% 17%

Scotch Plains 22,732 14,437 64% 4,003 28% 18%
Springfield 14,429 9,240 64% 3,229 35% 22%
Summit 21,131 12,156 58% 5,568 46% 26%
Union 54,405 27,615 51% 6,829 25% 13%
Westfield 29,644 19,256 65% 7,880 41% 27%
Winfield 1,514 994 66% 289 29% 19%

Totals 527,782 259,892 49% 76,271 29% 14%

Towns of Union County, New Jersey
Voter Turnout November 6, 2007

Bramnick to Provide Comic
Relief at Fiddler’s Elbow

Watchung Reservation
Hosts Holiday Festivities

HOLIDAY HARVEST – Parishioners at the First Congregational Church of
Westfield enjoyed the harvest bread altar during their Sunday morning Thanks-
giving service. Each family reflected on what it was thankful for, as Rev. Mark
Boyea, Rev. Joy Mounts and organist Barbara Thomson led the service.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Watchung
Reservation will host holiday festivi-
ties this Sunday and has invited area
residents to take part. Admission will
be free to all of the events.

A variety of activities will be fea-
tured at the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center, the Watchung Stable and
The Loop playground area. A free
shuttle bus will transport people be-
tween the events beginning at 2 p.m.

A nature-themed holiday boutique
will be open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
the newly renovated Trailside Nature
and Science Center, located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside. The
boutique will feature hand-crafted gifts
made from natural materials, plus jew-
elry, herbal soaps, handmade scarves,
pottery, home décor and gift baskets.

Visitors may walk, drive or take the
shuttle bus over to “The Loop” area of
the Reservation between 1 and 4 p.m.
for a complimentary horse-drawn car-
riage ride through the park, weather
permitting.

After 2:30 p.m., a variety of activities
will be held at the Watchung Stable,
located at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside.

The activities will include a petting
zoo, lead line horse rides, children’s

crafts, holiday singers, barn tours, as
well as demonstrations by the Watchung
Mounted Drill Team, the Union County
Sheriff’s K-9 unit and Union County’s
bomb squad robot.

The event features children’s finger-
printing and D-Chips, an additional
digital child-identification service from
the Union County Police Department.

The celebration will culminate with
the 5 p.m. lighting of a 40-foot-tall
Christmas tree and a Chanukah
Menorah.

The Watchung Stable Auxiliary will
sell refreshments. Youngsters also will
have an opportunity to visit Santa Claus,
Mrs. Claus and their elves. Families are
welcome to take their children’s pic-
tures with Santa. Additionally, visitors
are asked to bring an item of dry or
canned food or a new, unwrapped toy to
Watchung Stable in lieu of an admis-
sion fee. All items collected will be
distributed through local charities.

Union County employees will con-
tribute to the charity drive by taking
part in an inter-office competition.
County government departments have
selected and will decorate “themed
trees” with items such as hats, scarves,
mittens and socks, dolls, sports toys
and school supplies.

Visitors will be able to vote for their
favorite tree. All items and the trees
themselves will be distributed to fami-
lies through the Union County Depart-
ment of Human Services’ annual holi-
day toy drive.

For more information about the
Union County Holiday Lights Celebra-
tion, the horse-drawn carriage rides
and the nature craft show, call the De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and Fa-
cilities at (908) 527-4900, the Watchung
Stable at (908) 789-3665 or Trailside
Nature and Science Center at (908)
789-3670.

AREA — The Somerset County
Business Partnership will host “An
Afternoon of Comedy” at its “Fifth
Friday Friars Leadership Luncheon”
tomorrow, November 30. New Jersey
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21) of Westfield will provide the co-
medic entertainment.

Mr. Bramnick has won the Funni-
est Lawyer in New Jersey contest at
Rascals Comedy Club and continues
to hold the title to this day. He also
serves as a comedy auctioneer on
behalf of non-profit organizations,
including the American Red Cross,
the Diabetes Foundation of New Jer-
sey, the AIDS benefits committee,
World Trade Center victims, League
of Women Voters, the Boy Scouts of
America, the New Jersey Symphony
and other charities.

The “Fifth Friday Friars Leader-

ship Luncheon” will be held at
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club of
Bedminster Township from noon to
1:30 p.m. For more information, visit
scbp.org.

Douglas Donates
To FOP Organization
WESTFIELD — Douglas Cosmet-

ics in Westfield will donate 10 per-
cent of sales made on Wednesday,
December 5, between 7 and 9 p.m., to
The International FOP Association
(IFOPA), a nonprofit support organi-
zation for families dealing with a rare
genetic condition known as
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva
(FOP). Shoppers can enjoy a glass of
wine while shopping for holiday gifts.

Open daily until 10pm
Join us for Complimentary Wine Samplings

every Tuesday and Friday from 5-8pm

23 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-232-5050
www.coolvines.com

WINE SHOPPING.
MADE EASY.

   

For more information, and to enroll in a Community 

CCRx plan, visit www.CommunityCCRx.com

or call 1-866-684-5353 (TTY/TDD users call 

1-866-684-5351), 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., everyday.
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  When it comes to

Medicare 
        Part D,

               we’re committed to 
     meeting your needs 

and earning 
your trust.

That’s why Community CCRxSM has been rated #1 in customer satisfaction 

among Medicare Part D enrollees.* Our CCRx-powered plans are built on the 

belief that the best way to make sure our members are satisfied is to build 

and support the bond they have with the community pharmacists they know 

and trust. Combine this philosophy with our outstanding plan features such as 

no, or low, co-pays and deductibles, and you’ll see why over a million members 

have come to trust Community CCRx for their prescription drug needs.

* Sources: According to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) annual 
Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems survey; study date: 2007. 
Strategic Consumer Research Inc. conducted  an independent national study of 600 

  CCRx members and 600 competitor members in the same areas; study date: May 2007.   

The Community CCRx Medicare Prescription Drug Plan is offered by Pennsylvania Life
  Insurance Company and American Progressive Life & Health Insurance Company of 
  New York, which are contracted with the Federal government.

The NSA Warns of Delays
In Processing Tax Refunds

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – The Na-
tional Society of Accountants (NSA)
said that because of “foot-dragging”
by both the Bush Administration and
Congress, the 2007 tax rules are still
up in the air even as the holidays
approach. NSA announced that law-
makers have yet to pass legislation
that would save 20 million taxpayers
from the Alternative Minimum Tax
(AMT) and extend favorable tax pro-
visions due to expire this year.

According to the NSA, “the prob-
lem is simple.”

The IRS said it needs 10 weeks
following the signing of new legisla-
tion to re-program its computer sys-
tems to reflect the changes.

For example, if new legislation is
signed into law on December 15, the
earliest date the IRS may be able to
accept tax returns for processing
would be February 23, 2008. Normal
processing would take weeks in most
cases, and refunds would not get to

taxpayers until at least the beginning
of March.

“This is a very frustrating situation
for everyone,” Andrew Morehead,
president of the NSA, said.

“The IRS is especially frustrated –
the agency doesn’t make the law; it
just has to implement the rules,” he
added.

Mr. Morehead says, “Be prepared.
This is not the year to count on an
early tax refund. Plan to handle your
expenses, especially holiday gift
shopping expenses, without it. When
your refund finally does arrive, you’ll
have some extra cash.”

According to the NSA, without the
expected legislation, about 23 mil-
lion Americans will pay hundreds or
thousands of dollars more in taxes
because more income will be subject
to the AMT tax provisions, and mil-
lions more will be caught by other
expiring provisions Mr. Morehead
said, “Even if you do not have suffi-
cient income to be affected by the
AMT, your refund may be delayed
because you claim deductions or cred-
its that are affected by the AMT pro-
visions, such as the credit for depen-
dent and child-care expenses.”

The NSA has stated that, “If Con-
gress does not act, some of the popu-
lar tax provisions set to expire or
change at the end of this year include
ending the deductibility of college
tuition and fees, eliminating the elec-
tion to deduct state and local sales
taxes and ending deductions for class-
room supplies for teachers.

“[Next year] is an election year, and
Congress will almost certainly act to
extend most of these laws and avoid an
AMT disaster. But it appears increas-
ingly likely that there will be a tax
return processing disaster that is un-
avoidable,” said Mr. Morehead. “Quali-
fied tax preparers will continually moni-
tor the situation and should be able to
advise taxpayers on any tax law changes
as soon as legislation is passed.”

For more information on NSA, see
nsacct.org or call (800) 966-6679.


