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Happy Hanukkah 2007

Trinity Gardens Contests Board Of
Adjustment’s Holy Trinity Decision

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Trinity Gar-
dens Condominium Association
(TGCA) has served the Town of
Westfield, the Westfield Board of
Adjustment and Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church a lawsuit.

The grievance contests the town’s
board of adjustment’s August deci-
sion to approve the church’s plan to
demolish an existing building at 512
Westfield Avenue and construct a
three-story addition, which would be
used as a parish center. The board
voted in unanimous fashion, 7-0, to
allow the project.

The Westfield Leader reported that
more than a dozen residents attended
the August meeting to address con-
cerns about the structure’s size and its
effect on traffic and parking in the area.

At the August meeting, Deacon
Thomas Pluta spoke on behalf of Holy
Trinity.

He said the church faces a space
challenge. He told the board that, as a
major benefit to constructing the ad-
dition, Holy Trinity would reclaim
space for its school.

He said the new parish center would
provide a space for children to con-
gregate during mass; currently, they
exit the church and go into the base-
ment. Parishioners could also gather
in the new center after mass, he said.

Attorney David Pierce, representing
the condo association, at the time ad-
dressed the concern that additional space
would attract additional use and people.

“What the board should consider is
the fact that, as one resident indicated,
‘if you build it, they will come,’” he

said. “The building as proposed does
not provide an adequate setback for all
those activities and all that noise.”

Joe Guascotti of Colonial Avenue
in Westfield, whose mother lives in
the condominiums, said at the August
meeting that he thinks it’s “foolhardy”
to assume that a bigger building would
not attract more users.

Attorney Tony Pinto, representing
TGCA, referred The Westfield Leader
to Chip Hoever of the Somerset Man-
agement Group, LLC.

Mr. However serves as TGCA’s
managing agent. TGCA, a corpora-
tion, maintains a board of  directors,
which hires a managing agent to rep-
resent the corporation in all matters,
excluding legal ones. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Lombardo Discusses Vote to
Rescind RVSA Privatization

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough council
president Charles Lombardo announced
at the council’s November 20 meeting
that the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) voted to rescind its
resolution to examine privatizing the
agency.

The vote passed, 7-2. Mr. Lombardo
was one of the RVSA members who
reversed his original vote and voted to
rescind the previous resolution approv-
ing the seeking of requests for propos-
als on privatization. One member ab-

stained from the vote to rescind the
original resolution; one was absent.

“I had my reasons, and I will leave
it at that. As I said at the last council
meeting, the process can be stopped
at any time,” said Mr. Lombardo,
who lost his council re-election bid.

At a meeting in October, RVSA
board members passed, by a 6-5 tally,
a resolution that would look into priva-
tizing the autonomous agency.

Mr. Lombardo, an RVSA commis-
sioner, had voted in favor of the resolu-
tion. The RVSA serves Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield, Winfield Park
and Woodbridge. It owns and operates
a trunk-sewer system and a wastewater
treatment facility in Rahway.

In 2006, Garwood’s RVSA assess-
ment rose from $671,000 to $1.3-mil-
lion and one tax point equals approxi-
mately $18,200, equating to $411 for
a household assessed at $100,000. The
RVSA facility is currently undergoing
a $174-million upgrade.

In other business, resident Joseph
Madden addressed the council again
regarding lifting a 60-year deed re-
striction on his single-family home
so he can make it a two-family resi-
dence. Mr. Madden purchased the
home in 2006 and said he “didn’t
think there would be a problem with
expanding since there’s a four-family
[home] across from me and other

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
UP, UP, AND TO WORK...A worker hangs in a basket from a crane to install new lights onto the bottom of the Presbyterian
Church steeple. The Westfield church’s new lights are LED-based, which officials said give them low operating costs and long life.

Mr. Hoever described himself as
“the  voice” of TGCA and told The
Leader on Monday that the “biggest
concerns” of residents  surround the
“proximity” of the approved building
to the condominiums,  issues of storm-
water runoff and the impact the
center’s “additional use” would have
on residents in the area.

He said TGCA has “no objection in
concept” to the proposed structure.
However, he said the newest variance
will drop the existing buffer between
the condos and the church to between
eight and nine feet. He termed the
approved structure as an “egregious
encroachment.” He then called the
BOA’s decision “over-reaching.”

SP Mayor Confirms Bid For
7th-District Congressional Seat

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks says he is “moving full
steam ahead” on a run for Congress in
2008 and is presently interviewing
various campaign professionals to
assist him in what could be a crowded
Republican primary field next June.

“I’m in,” the mayor told The
Westfield Leader on Monday, a week
after Republican incumbent Mike
Ferguson of New Providence an-
nounced he would forego running a
fifth term representing the Seventh
Congressional District seat he has
held since 2001. The district includes
54 towns across four New Jersey coun-
ties.

Mr. Marks, who has another year
remaining in his four-year mayoral
term, said Mr. Ferguson’s announce-
ment last week “caused me to step on
the gas” and begin contacting various
state, county and local party officials
to let them know of his interest.

The mayor said he has spoken in
recent days with state party officials,
including chairman Tom Wilson,
Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin and his counterparts in
Somerset and Hunterdon Counties,
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (both LD-
21 Westfield), both of whom have
declined to enter the race and munici-
pal party chairmen in Union County.

Mr. Marks said he believes he would
have “a unique advantage” as a gen-
eral-election candidate next year
against Linda Stender of Fanwood,
who Democrats expect to be their
candidate. Ms. Stender came with
one percentage point of defeating  Mr.
Ferguson in 2006.

“I’ll be able to compete against her
in our own backyard,” Mr. Marks said.

While the Seventh District used to
encompass most of Union County,
redistricting following the 2000 U.S.
Census shifted the district further west
into more solidly Republican sec-
tions of Hunterdon and Somerset
counties, as well as a section of
Middlesex County.

“If we can hold our own in Union
County,” Mr. Marks told The Leader,
“then the rest [of the district] should
fall into place.”

He noted that Mr. Ferguson “had a
difficult time in this area” of the dis-
trict, especially a year ago when he
narrowly defeated Mrs. Stender.
“Hunterdon and Somerset saved the
day for him,” Mr. Marks said.

The mayor, who was first elected to
the township council in 1996, said he
is in the midst of interviewing politi-
cal consultants and fundraising orga-
nizations to assist him in his race and
expects to name a campaign chair-
man and set up a formal campaign
structure in the next few weeks.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEVILS ADVOCATES...Members of Westfield High School’s marching band and cheerleading squad march along with
the school mascot, the Blue Devil, in the Homecoming Day parade last Wednesday afternoon prior to the annual Powder Puff
football game, in which the junior and senior girls square off against each other. See page 11 for full story.

Appeals Court Rules Against 911
Operator In 2000 Westfield Murder

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A state appeals
court panel, in ruling earlier this month
that municipal governments can be held
liable when police dispatchers and op-
erators don’t follow proscribed poli-
cies, opened the way for the family of a
Seton Hall University student whose
ex-boyfriend abducted and killed her in
Westfield in May 2000 to sue the City
of Newark because of errors a 911
operator and police dispatcher made.

The unanimous three-judge panel’s
decision, issued in a 30-page ruling

on November 15, overturned an ear-
lier superior- court ruling that Newark
was immune from liability in the death
of Sohayla Massachi, a 23-year-old
university student and 1994 graduate
of Westfield High School who was
abducted by former boyfriend Chris-
topher Honrath from a street near the
Seton Hall campus on May 10, 2000.
Honrath drove Ms. Massachi to his
apartment on Central Avenue where
he shot Ms. Massachi and himself.

On the afternoon of the kidnapping,
two middle-school students saw
Honrath pull a crying and screaming

Ms. Massachi into his car on South
Orange Avenue in front of the univer-
sity in South Orange. At about 2:30
p.m., one of the students ran to the
security booth at the university’s main
gate and reported what she had seen to
a campus security guard, who told her
that the incident “was not on campus,
and there was nothing they could do
for her,” according to family’s lawsuit.

The two students then called the
South Orange Police Department from
one of their homes and reported the
abduction, along with a description of
the two people involved and a descrip-
tion of the car and its license-plate
number. Minutes later, two off-duty
Essex County sheriff’s officers wit-
nessed the abduction and called 911,
which routed the call to Newark, where
a 911 operator told the county officer,
“What are [police] going to do, by the
time they come out this car will be
gone,” according to the lawsuit.

The operator incorrectly entered
information about Honrath’s vehicle
into the 911 system and failed to report
its last known location or that it was in
motion, according to the lawsuit.

Because of the errors, police were
dispatched to the Seton Hall location,
arriving long after Honrath and Ms.
Massachi had left. Less than 30 minutes
after the kidnapping, Honrath and Ms.
Massachi arrived in Westfield, where
police soon responded to a 911 call
reporting domestic violence and a fight
in the apartment at 756 Central Avenue,
according to the lawsuit and a May 2000
edition of The Westfield Leader.

After gunshots were heard inside
the building, police contacted the
Union County Emergency Response
team. Authorities eventually stormed
the building, where they found Honrath
dead of a self-inflicted gunshot wound
and Massachi critically wounded from
a gunshot. She died two days later.

At the time, Westfield Police Lt. Frank
Brunelle described the security guard
and the 911 operator’s actions to The
Leader as “a comedy of errors. Only it
was a tragedy instead of a comedy.”

Ms. Massachi’s family’s lawsuit al-
leges that a series of missteps by the
Newark 911 operator and police dis-
patcher caused police to search for the
wrong car and respond to the wrong
location, thereby missing any opportu-
nity they would have had to save Ms.
Massachi’s life. In reversing the lower
court, the appellate panel said 911 op-
erators and police dispatchers are not
immunized “from the results of their
negligently executed ministerial duties.”

While state law says that a “public
employee is not liable for an injury
resulting from the exercise of judgment
or discretion vested in him” and a “pub-
lic entity is not liable for an injury
resulting from the exercise of judgment
or discretion vested in the entity,” state
statute also does not “exonerate a pub-
lic employee for negligence arising out
of his acts or omissions in carrying out
his ministerial functions,” according to
the appellate-court decision.

GW Council Tables
Beer-Keg Ordinance

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough council
members have tabled a beer-keg reg-
istration ordinance indefinitely so
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
could look into “the wording of the
ordinance and research it better.”

They tabled the ordinance at both
the October 9 and October 23 council
meetings.

“I have not been told that it will be on
the agenda again this year,” Christina
Ariemma, borough administrator, said.

The state Division of Alcoholic
Beverages Control (ABC) issued the
ordinance that would require alcohol
sellers to register beer kegs. In a letter
dated October 2, ABC Director Jerry
Fischer said that “a statewide regula-
tion would be required to effectively
administer a keg-registration pro-
cess.”

He also said a shortfall of the reg-
istration ordinances that have been
passed in Riverside, Belmar and Free-
hold is that they do not prevent an
underage drinker from purchasing a
keg from a city that does not have the
ordinance in place.

“This again may have been a noble

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WE’VE GOT SPIRIT...Westfield High School cheerleaders and friends show
their school pride as they drive down East Broad Street as part of last Wednesday’s
annual homecoming parade and Powder Puff football game. See story on page 11.

Westfield Shrinks Free Holiday
Parking From 4 Weeks to 2

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The council turned
down a joint proposal from the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) and the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Tues-
day night that would have adjusted
the holiday-parking program beyond
the typical practice of bagging on-
street meters.

Finance Policy Committee Chair-
man Peter Echausse reminded col-
leagues that historically, around the
latter part of the year, the town has
agreed to make on-street meter park-
ing gratis for a period of three to four
weeks.

However, as Mr. Echausse informed
the council, this year, the WACC and
DWC jointly proposed to reduce the
plan to two weeks but, with the
council’s consent, “open up” the pro-
gram to include both on-street meters
and pay-station lots.

Mr. Echausse said his concerns with
the plan were twofold. One, he
doubted the police department had
the manpower needed to continually
mark tires at two- and four-hour in-
tervals for on-street and pay-station

parking, respectively.
Also, Mr. Echausse and the com-

mittee performed an analysis of pay-
station revenue from December 2005
and 2006 and estimated that the town
would lose roughly $30,000 alone
from the pay-station portion of the
venture, not counting an estimated
shortfall of $10,000 from bagging
on-street meters.

Because of the $40,000 gross rev-
enue loss, “excessive constraints on
the police department” to enforce the
policy and “in lieu of revenue con-
straints,” the town recommended hon-
oring only free on-street parking dur-
ing the two weeks the organizations
proposed.

While town administrator Jim
Gildea said the “business community
is divided” when it comes to how to
handle holiday-parking arrange-
ments, the organizations preferred a
shorter time period with more free
parking than a longer period with less
free parking.

The council eventually voted
against the groups’ joint proposal and
decided to honor only free on-street
parking between December 15 and

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FIRED UP...Westfield High School students and alumni gather around the
bonfire during the high school’s annual homecoming festivities, held last Wednes-
day.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Holiday Schedule Announcement - Our holiday newspapers will be mailed on Thursday, December 27,
2007 and Thursday, January 3, 2008. Our closing press days for these editions are Monday noon, December
24 and Monday noon December 31, 2007 respectively. Please submit articles and advertisements a minimum
of two days prior to press days to assure making the deadlines.

Christmas
Press Day
Monday,

December 24

New Year’s
Press Day
Monday,

December 31

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Trinity Condos
The plaintiff has filed the case in

State Superior Court.
Mr. Pluta, stated to The Leader Mon-

day that the church’s position is “clear.”
He said the  church has existed for 134
years and offers both community-based
and  other outreach projects. He said the
church does not have the available  area
of other local churches and said there is
a “great demand for  space.”

Responding to Mr. Hoever, Mr.
Pluta said the church “considered  the
requirements of the law and responded
to [them],” leading to the unanimous
decision by the BOA.

He said the center would allow

children to stay inside to hear the
liturgy. Currently, they have to leave
and enter the rectory basement. He
also said the new center would offer
the “opportunity for social time” simi-
lar to other churches in the area.

He added that the center would
help address the demands for the
school building and increase space
for religious-school meetings.

He said the church has vetted con-
cerns about fire safety and drainage
after speaking to fire officials and the
town engineer.

However, at present, he termed the
approved building’s proximity to the
condominiums a “sticking point.” Dea-
con Pluta said the church has spoken to
residents, including the individual who
would live closest to the structure.

Mr. Pluta said the  individual had
“no concerns” about the location of
the building. “We are not infringing
on anyone’s space,” Mr. Pluta said.

Arthur Attanasio will represent
Holy Trinity in the matter.

The Westfield council last Tuesday
discussed this and another “person-
nel matter” in executive session after
the public portion of the meeting.

During the public portion, Sharon
Stockwell of Nelson Place, speaking
on behalf of WeCare, asked when the
public could expect a final report
from the town’s land-use taskforce.

Fourth-Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst responded that last Tuesday,
taskforce chairman William Heinbokel
finished “about 80 percent” of his pre-
sentation. The group will meet again
on December 4 to conclude the discus-
sion, which will mark the end of the
taskforce’s obligation.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky asked the
councilman when the group would be
able to “digest” all the information
and give a final recommendation.

Mr. Foerst said, considering the
departure of committee member and
town councilman Peter Echausse at
year’s end, the group wouldn’t be
able to offer its recommendation un-
til January, at which time a public
presentation will be given.

“There’s 18 months of work and 38
pages of a report to synthesize,” Mr.
Foerst said.

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca announced during his re-
port that work on lots on 1 and 8 has
been completed.

The town oversaw the reconfigu-
ration and combination of the lots.

“It is now lot 1, and it is open and
ready for business,” the third-ward
councilman said.

He thanked the engineering and
public-works staff for completing the
work “on time” before Thanksgiving
and the holiday-shopping season.

With the new configuration, which
adds about 100 additional short-term
parking spaces, employees can park
on Orchard Street and Ferris Place.

Second Ward-Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins reminded the viewing au-
dience on TV-36 that the channel is
now available on both major provid-
ers, Verizon and Comcast.

“We are thrilled you will all be watch-
ing on the same channel,” she said.

At present, only the bulletin board
is functioning. Ms. Kimmins said
Verizon is investigating the “glitch.”

She implored viewers to “hang in
there. We are one of the first in area”
to offer a local-access channel on the
FIOS lineup.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Free Parking

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
WHAT WERE YOU THINKA?… Last Friday, around 8 p.m., a vehicle heading
south on Mountain Avenue crashed into the front of Thinka Dinka toy store on
East Broad Street. The 17-year old driver did not receive a summons.

Westfield
Friday, November 16, Anthony

Catanzaro, 40, of Westfield was arrested at
Dudley Avenue and Prospect Street on
outstanding traffic warrants from Secaucus,
Elizabeth and Irvington, with bail amounts
of $750, $580 and $500, respectively. He
was released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 17, Marc Kurtzo,
24, of Colonia was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana following a motor-vehicle stop
on the 500 block of North Avenue, East.
He was released on his own recognizance
with a summons.

Saturday, November 17, the owner of
a hairstyling business on Westfield Av-
enue reported that someone caused sig-
nificant damage to the front door by re-
peatedly kicking it. No one gained entry
to the premises.

Sunday, November 18, Keith Jessie, 35,
of East Orange was arrested during a motor-
vehicle stop at Central Avenue and Frazee
Court on an East Orange traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $67 bail.

Sunday, November 18, Matthew
Tibbals, 38, of Scotch Plains was arrested
at North Avenue West and Clark Street
for allegedly driving while intoxicated.
He was released to a responsible person.

Monday, November 19, Matthew
White, 30, of Westfield was arrested on
the 300 block of South Avenue, East on a
Newark criminal warrant. He was held in
lieu of $500 bail at the Union County jail.

Monday, November 19, two unlocked
motor vehicles were burglarized some-
time between noon and 2 p.m. while parked
at Houlihan Field at the intersection of
Rahway Avenue and Lamberts Mill Road.
Items stolen from one vehicle included a
woman’s Coach wallet, $20 in cash, mul-
tiple credit cards and forms of identifica-
tion. A Kate Spade wallet with identifica-
tion and credit cards were removed from
the second vehicle.

Monday, November 19, Arthur Lee Smith

Jr., 23, of Plainfield was arrested during a
motor-vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Grove Street on a Berkeley Heights crimi-
nal warrant and on a charge of hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing po-
lice with a false name and date of birth.

Smith was held at the Union County
jail in lieu of bail on the Westfield charge,
which was yet to be set, and $638 bail on
the Berkeley Heights warrant.

Monday, November 19, a Scotch Plains
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was burglarized while parked on the 200
block of Midwood Place. A cellular tele-
phone and GPS system were stolen from
the vehicle. The missing items are valued
at approximately $500.

Monday, November 19, police discov-
ered three motor vehicles with windows
broken out. A Magellan Navigation Sys-
tem was taken from each. Two of the
vehicles were outside the homes of their
respective owners on Boynton Avenue
and Boynton Court at the time. The third
vehicle, belonging to a Middlesex resi-
dent, was on Delaware Street. The missing
items ranged in value from $300 to $700.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident of
the 300 block of South Avenue West
reported that someone smashed the wind-
shield on his car while it was parked on
the 400 block of Boulevard and removed
a Nav Man 510 Navigation System from
within the vehicle.

Tuesday, November 20, Matthew A.
Gonzalez, 20, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a Lacey
Township traffic warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $300 bail.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident of
the 200 block of Walnut Street reported
the theft of approximately $3,500 worth
of jewelry from his residence sometime
during the previous several weeks.

Tuesday, November 20, Emily Taylor,
43, of Westfield was arrested on the 500
block of Trinity Place on a Carteret criminal
warrant with bail of $1,000. She was turned
over to Carteret police.

Sunday, November 25, Beverly Cook,
52, of Plainfield was arrested on the 200
block of North Avenue West and charged
with shoplifting $50 worth of perfume
from a Central Avenue business, one count
of possession of a hypodermic needle
syringe, two counts of possession of drug
paraphernalia and criminal warrants from
Plainfield, with $500 bail, East Brunswick,
with $1,271 bail, and a Bridgewater traf-
fic warrant for $2. She was held at
Westfield police headquarters pending
the setting of bail on the Westfield charges.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, November 22, a resident of

Church Street reported that someone broke
a mirror off his vehicle overnight.

Sunday, November 25, a Spruce Mill
Lane resident reported that someone
smashed a window on his vehicle some-
time overnight.

Sunday, November 25, the front wind-
shield of a vehicle parked on Winding
Brook Way was smashed overnight.

Scotch Plains police said Westfield
and Garwood police reported several ve-
hicles in their towns were also damaged
in a similar fashion.

Sunday, November 25, a vehicle was
entered on Evergreen Avenue at approxi-
mately 2:45 a.m. An iPod was reported
stolen. A witness reported seeing the sus-
pect flee from the area but could only give
a description of the dark clothing worn by
the individual. The suspect ran to a ve-
hicle waiting down the block and fled the
area, police said.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 21, Meyer

Phillips Jr., 39, of Orange was arrested on
an outstanding Essex County body war-
rant after a motor-vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. Police processed Phillips and turned
her over to the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department.

Sometime between Wednesday, No-
vember 21 at 1 p.m. and Sunday, Novem-
ber 25, at 3 p.m. someone broke into a
home on 3rd Street by smashing the rear
sliding glass door. According to police,
numerous items were removed. The inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Mountainside
Wednesday, November 21, Juan

Hernandez, 24, of Freehold was arrested
for driving without a license after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Route 22.

Thursday, November 22, Jihad J.
Oglesby, 21, of Newark was arrested for
driving with a suspended license after a
motor-vehicle stop. According to police, he
was also charged with an outstanding war-
rant out of Newark in the amount of $120.

Friday, November 23, a resident of Deer
Path reported that someone smashed the
rear window of her vehicle. According to
police, both driver side tires were punc-
tured and eggs and paintballs were thrown
at the house. Approximately $1,560 worth
of damage was reported, police said.

Saturday, November 24, a resident of
Wood Valley Road reported that someone
stole his pick-up truck from his driveway.
According to police, several assorted tools
were in the truck at the time of the theft.
The vehicle is described as a red, 2004
Chevy Silverado with a black cap.

Saturday, November 24, a resident of
Darby Lane reported that someone en-
tered his work van and removed approxi-
mately $1,680 worth of tools while it was
parked in his driveway. The victim was a
carpenter, police said.

Saturday, November 24, a resident of
Wood Valley Road who specializes in fire-
protection services reported that someone
broke into his motor vehicle and removed
power tools estimated to be worth $5,000.

Another Wood Valley resident, a car-
penter, reported $8,500 worth of tools
stolen from his pick-up truck.

Sunday, November 27, a landscaping
business on South Springfield Avenue
reported that equipment estimated at
$5,000 was stolen when someone cut the
lock on a gate to enter the business.

Monday, November 26, Tommy M.
Fields, 36, of Newark was arrested for
impersonating a phone-company em-
ployee while trying to access a residence.
According to police, several pieces of
jewelry were found in his pocket for which
the suspect could not give an explanation.

Fields was charged with burglarizing a
Hillside Avenue home in Westfield and
was turned over to the Westfield Police
Department, police said.

Mountainside BOE Audit
Shows ‘Dramatic Turnaround’

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – After two
years of restructuring its internal con-
trols for financial management, the
Mountainside board of education
Tuesday night passed its annual fi-
nancial report.

“I am pleased to report to the board
and the public that the financial struc-
ture and controls of the Mountainside
BOE have seen a dramatic turnaround
in the past two years,” said John Perrin,
BOE president.

In 2005, the business administrator
reviewed the district’s internal controls
and recommended hiring a new ac-
counting firm. The BOE hired Hodulik
& Morrison, which found “significant
financial-management problems” as-
sociated with the previous board.

Mr. Perrin said the problems con-
sisted of not properly recording ex-
penditures and budgeting operational
needs, as well as failing to gain board
approval of all transferred budgetary
appropriations.

“To tell you the truth, some of the
hairs were standing up on the back of
my neck when we were in the first
meeting because of what was going
on,” Robert Morrison, a certified pub-
lic accountant with Hodulik &
Morrison, said. “We found that finan-
cial management was neglected, and
there were no internal controls or
financial reporting.”

The audit found that the new ad-
ministration had 30 types of finan-
cial-control problems that needed to
be addressed and $1.8-million of non-
recurrent dissolution funds from the
breakup of the former regional high-
school district. The prior administra-
tion had budgeted these funds to sup-
port the recurrent budget of the BOE,
which meant a long-term budgetary
shortfall once the receipt of dissolu-
tion funds by the state ceased.

The new administration had to also
deal with under-budgeted special-
education costs, led to $1.1-million
worth of tuition adjustments that had
never been collected by the prior ad-
ministration, Mr. Perrin said.

“How come the state and other
auditors did not pick that up? This is
like Enron,” BOE member Carmine
Venes said.

“You are right,” Mr. Morrison said.
“The state signs off to make sure
everything is done correctly, as I un-
derstand. I believe that this is the
responsibility of the management. The
management failed. The auditor was
probably trying to cobble financial
statements together.”

Since then, the board has turned
around the financial situation and,
within two years, has all financial-
management controls in compliance
with state regulations. No recommen-
dations are being made concerning the
board’s financial obligations. “I give
the district an ‘A,’” Mr. Morrison said.

“Over the last two years, we have
openly discussed the hurdles that we
have identified and the financial dif-
ficulties we have had; the litmus test,
in a way, was the public and the voters
who have approved our budgets,” Mr.
Perrin said.

The Mountainside Education Foun-
dation (MEF) asked for more propos-
als to fund projects at borough schools.
This year, the MEF will fund projects
that include teaching students how to
create and publish books and will
sponsor trips to the State Theater in
New Brunswick and the Liberty Sci-
ence Center.

“We want to grant many more pro-
posals and would like to do it to-
gether. We would like to expose the
children to as many things as possible
for their education,” said Richard
Schkulnick, MEF co-president.

The board announced that new play-
ground equipment for Deerfield El-
ementary School has been ordered
and will be delivered in January. The
old playground should be demolished
by December. School officials said
three quotes on the installation of the
new equipment are being obtained.

The district will hold a fundraiser to
enable residents to buy a brick to help
raise money for the new playground.
The school’s PTA has already pur-
chased a bench for the new facility.

District: We’re Prepared
If MRSA Infection Appears
By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Margaret
Teitelbaum, a nurse and health educa-
tor at Westfield High School, reported
to the board of education on November
20 about steps being taken to prevent
and control cases of CA-MRSA (Com-
munity Aquired-methicillin/oxacillin
resistant staphylococcus aureus).

Mrs. Teitelbaum said that MRSA is
sometimes referred to as the “cock-
roach of all bacteria.” She said it is a
highly resistant form of staphylococ-
cus infection. She said that although the
infection has been around for “many
years,” it has in recent history become
increasingly resistant to antibiotics.

She said there are no reported cases
of MRSA infections in Westfield
schools but there is a protocol in

place should any student show signs
of the infection.

Board member Gary McCready
asked about student awareness of the
problem and whether it was of con-
cern to the student body.

Mrs. Teitelbaum confirmed, “Stu-
dents are very aware of the problem,
and they are concerned.” She said
that, overall, students are taking
proper preventative steps.

Board President Ginny Leiz said,
“It is important to note that our dis-
cussing this could be seen as a height-
ened level of concern, which it is not.
It is simply an educational process.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan reported on communica-
tion steps that are being taken to in-
form parents about the infection. She
said the topic has been discussed at
PTO meetings and said there is also
information on the district website
for those who want to find out more.

Board member and chair of the Long
Range Planning committee Beth
Cassie gave the board an update on the
high-school principal search. She said
that an online survey would be avail-
able shortly to garner opinions from
parents, students and community mem-
bers. The survey will be modeled after
the one used in the superintendent
search last spring, she said.

Board member Jane Clancy reported
on the bike-route-study committee,
which is “taking a serious look at imple-
menting a bicycle route” in Westfield.
The committee will pilot the new route
on the south side of town.

She said the idea originated as an
eighth-grade assignment called
Project Citizen. The two students who
worked on the project last year now
sit in as part of the committee.

New Year’s.
Public Works Committee Chair-

woman Jo Ann Neylan announced new
proposed conservation-center hours,
which the council later approved.

Mr. Gildea said in order to save
overtime expenses, the town would
reduce the center’s weekly hours to
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. (instead of
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.).

However, towards the end of sum-
mer, during heavier usage periods,
the facility will stay open on Thurs-
days until 6 p.m. The town will also
mandate that the center stay open on
every Saturday in January to accom-
modate Christmas-tree removal.

Mr. Gildea said the new hours
would reduce overtime for the con-
servation center by 15 percent, a sav-
ings of $10,000 to $12,000.

[two-family] homes on the block.
Here we are, almost nine months later,
and all I am asking is for you to lift the
restriction. You have never given me
any reason to why you won’t lift it.”

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said he sent a letter to Mr. Madden’s
attorney, stipulating that Mr. Madden
would have to abide with nine restric-
tions the council had requested in
order to lift the restriction, to which
Mr. Madden declined.

“These codes and suggestions don’t
make any sense as to what the zoning
code requires. No one else has to
abide by these conditions, so why do
I?” Mr. Madden asked.

Some of the restrictions included:
setting back the building and garage 25
feet, providing parking for two cars per
unit, agreeing that the garage would not
be converted into a living space and
making the house colonial in appear-
ance. Council members voted unani-
mously not to approve a lifting of the
restrictions. At press time, Mr. Madden
could not be reached for comment.

At its next meeting on December 4,
the council will hear an ordinance
regarding whether or not to allow
Bensi’s of Garwood Restaurant at 300
South Avenue to serve alcoholic bev-
erages outside at their sidewalk tables.

Officials encouraged residents to
attend and voice their opinions or
concerns on the application.

Officials announced that the
borough’s Christmas tree-lighting cer-
emony would be held this Saturday
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at borough hall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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intent, but the fact remains that it is not
the province of one municipal govern-
ing body to impose its will and deci-
sion upon another,” Mr. Fischer said.

Thirty-two states now require beer
keg registration, and there are two
bills pending in the New Jersey State
Legislature, S-1341 and A-3291, that
would require keg registration
throughout the state. Retailers would
not be held responsible for the keg’s
destination, but they would have to
affix a label or tag on the keg with the
retailer’s name, address, telephone
number, a unique beer-keg number
and a visible warning that says the
removal or defacement of the label or
tag would be a criminal offense.

The retailer would also have to ob-
tain information from the purchaser
such as a driver’s license number or
other identification number, the date
and time of the purchase, the keg-
identification number and the
purchaser’s signature. The records
would have to be kept on file for at
least three months, and anyone violat-
ing the ordinance would be subject to

a $2,000 fine, up to 90 days in jail or
whatever punishment a court decides.

National Council on Alcoholic and
Drug Dependence Public Affairs and
Policy Director, John Hulick, said in a
statement that the organization encour-
ages municipalities to adopt some form
of the keg-registration law as a way of
cutting down on underage drinking.

“Beer kegs remain one of the most
common sources of alcohol at teen-
age parties,” Mr. Hulick said, “There
is a way to curtail the free-flowing
keg beer, that causes so much harm to
youth, with keg registration.”

The Mountainside borough coun-
cil, which has introduced a similar
ordinance, has put on hold any fur-
ther action on the  ordinance. Westfield
Town Clerk Claire Gray said the town
does not have any such laws on the
books. “I’ve never heard of [a beer
keg ordinance],” Ms. Gray said.

Scotch Plains clerk Barbara Riepe
said, “I never had anyone ask that ques-
tion before [whether the township regu-
lates beer keg purchases].” She said the
town does not have laws governing them.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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4Connectons to Sue Borough
For Right-of-Way Approval

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – An attorney
representing a telecommunications
utility company told the borough
council last week of the company’s
intention of suing the borough to gain
access to the Mountainside’s right-
of-way for the installation of fiber-
optic cables.

Parsippany-based 4Connections
LLC appeared before the borough
council in October about its plans of
setting up fiber-optic cables on utility
poles and conduits.

In March 2006, the Westfield coun-
cil passed, by a simple majority, a
resolution permitting 4Connections
to use existing utility easements in
the public rights-of-way to install dark

fiber cable and connect to buildings
on North and South Avenues.

The utility entered into a $500,000
contract with Union County in 2006
to install nine miles of fiber-optic
cable from Elizabeth to Berkeley
Heights, including the three Union
County College (UCC) campuses, the
county’s public safety building in
Westfield, the public works and engi-
neering department building in Scotch
Plains, Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal in Berkeley Heights, the Park
Madison Building in Plainfield and
the county administration building in
Elizabeth.

“We have tried to contact the
[Mountainside] council, but we
haven’t heard anything,” 4Connec-
tions attorney William Mosca said at
the borough council’s November 20
work session.

Mr. Mosca said he would represent
4connections in a “pending lawsuit”
filed against the borough.

“We have been asking permission
for two years,” Mr. Mosca said. “We
have attempted to settle the matter,
but after hearing nothing, we felt
compelled to protect our client’s
rights.”

In other council business, Borough
Administrator James Debbie pre-
sented the borough with a layout of a
proposed drainage project by the state
Department of Transportation. If ap-
proved, the project would take place
at the Mountain Avenue exit on Route
22 eastbound, heading towards
Springfield. A water-retention basin
would be installed to control flood-
ing near the Echo Plaza shopping
center.

Council members also discussed
the bid for snow removal for 2007-
2008, which has been awarded to
Walter Heckel, Inc. Officials said there
was an error in the previous contract,
which has been corrected and ap-
proved. The amount of umbrella in-
surance, $2 million, was higher than
Walter Heckel, Inc. could carry. The
insurance was changed to $1 million,
but under law, the borough had to re-
bid the contract.

In other business, Councilman
Keith Turner reported back to the
council concerning pool-membership
fees for next year.

According to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, the state kept approximately
$22,000 of revenue generated from a
previous 7-percent sales tax on pool-
membership fees. The state rescinded
the tax this year after it was approved
as part of the state’s 2006 budget.

“I think it’s bizarre for them to
collect a 7-percent tax, change their
mind and then decide to keep it,” Mr.
Turner said. He said there would be a
slight increase in the pool fees in
2008.

A resident asked council members
about the governing body’s plans on
the proposed community, which bor-
ough voters rejected on the Novem-
ber 7 election ballot.

“I think it was pretty obvious what
the town is saying,” Mayor Robert
Viglianti said, adding, “It’s (commu-
nity center) done, dead.”

TV-34 Puts SP Council
Meetings Online

SCOTCH PLAINS — TV-34 has
made Scotch Plains  Township Coun-
cil meetings available for viewing
“on demand” at scotchplainsnj.com.

TV-34 Director William McMeekan
said, “The council meeting is clearly
the most watched program on SPTV,
and we’re glad to provide the opportu-
nity for our residents to view it when
and where they choose. Between our
live cablecasts, the meetings, daily
replays on SPTV and now 24-hour,
seven-days-a-week access, we have
made our township council meetings
the single-most available local-televi-
sion program in our viewing area.”

He said that providing meetings on
the website is good news for Verizon
customers until the FIOS channel
lineup adds SPTV.

Despite Mr. Kean, Mr. Bramnick
and former Rep. Bob Franks of Ber-
keley Heights declining to seek Mr.
Ferguson’s seat, a number of other
Republicans may enter the fray, in-
cluding members of New Jersey po-
litical families. Besides Mayor Marks,
State Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County (LD-23,
Flemington) has expressed interest,
as have Kate Whitman, the daughter
of former Governor Christine
Whitman, Matt Holt, a Hunterdon
County freeholder and the grandson
of former U.S. Senator Clifford Case,
and Will Mennen, who was elected
last month as a Hunterdon County
freeholder.

Other names that have surfaced in-
clude Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, Michael Illions, a former pro
wrestler, Matt Smith, a physician from
Scotch Plains, and Chris Venis of
Hillsborough, a government-relations
professional and former political-cam-
paign operative.

Mr. Marks called his prospective
race “pretty exciting.” He said he had
“always dreamed of having this type
of opportunity,” and cited the old
political adage that much of politics
depends on “being in the right place
at the right time.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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FW Council OKs $2-Mil. Bond Ord.
To Acquire Downtown Property

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At a special meet-
ing on November 20, Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council ap-
proved, on second reading, a bond
ordinance giving the borough the au-
thority to potentially buy the
Livingston-Wilbor property for $2
million.

Located at 238 South Avenue, the
light-industrial property was the site
of a construction accident earlier this
year.  A firewall under construction at
the Station Mews redevelopment
project next door collapsed onto the
Livingston-Wilbor building.

At the special meeting, which in-
cluded a public hearing that drew
about 20 people, borough officials
repeatedly said that the bond ordi-
nance does not authorize a contract to
buy the site.

The borough’s economic and rede-
velopment coordinator, Daniel
McCarthy, explained that the
property’s owner, Gary Wilbor, now
wants to relocate. But Mr. McCarthy
said the borough needs an authoriza-
tion ordinance in place in the event
that it chooses to buy the site, with the

ultimate intention of quickly selling
it to a developer.

Mayor Mahr has said the property
is a “critical piece” in the ongoing
effort to redevelop 6.5 acres of
Fanwood’s downtown.

Mr. McCarthy said the $2-million
ordinance is based on two appraisals.
It also factors in the cost – estimated
between $600,000 and $700,000 – of
relocating Mr. Wilbor’s specialized
equipment.

During the public hearing,
Fanwood resident Michael
D’Antuono recommended that the
borough obtain a “phase-two envi-
ronmental site inspection” before
deciding whether to buy the property.
“Is there any contamination?” he
asked.

Mayor Mahr responded that a
phase-one review has already been
completed. “There will be no acqui-
sition of property until that site is
100-percent clean,” she said.

Resident Joe Nagy asked, “What
purpose would the borough use this
property for?”

Mr. McCarthy said the section of
the site along South Avenue would
likely be developed, while the part

located along Second Avenue would
be used for “ingress and egress for
shared parking.”

Responding to a series of other
questions Mr. Nagy asked, Mayor
Mahr said, “The [redevelopment]
pieces are starting to fit in; we’ve
been working with individual prop-
erty owners to make sure that the
[downtown redevelopment] vision the
community wanted is realized.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce added
that the borough “can’t give any guar-
antees” about what the redeveloped
Livingston-Wilbor site might look
like someday, “because we’re not the
builder.”

The mayor also said that “there are
going to be a lot more opportunities
[to get more information] when we
get further on down the line here.”

Mr. Wilbor’s attorney, Robert Fox,
said, given the neighboring redevel-
opment projects now underway, the
site is “no longer a suitable location

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UP, UP, AND TO WORK... A worker hangs in a basket from a crane, working to
install new lights onto the bottom of the Presbyterian Church steeple. The
Westfield church’s new lights are LED based, which officials said give them low
operating costs and long life.

Scotch Plains Mayor Confirms Bid
For 7th-District Congressional Seat

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks says he is “moving full
steam ahead” on a run for Congress in
2008 and is presently interviewing
various campaign professionals to
assist him in what could be a crowded
Republican primary field next June.

“I’m in,” the mayor told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Monday, a
week after Republican incumbent Mike
Ferguson of New Providence an-
nounced he would forego seeking a
fifth term representing the Seventh Con-
gressional District, relinquishing a seat
he has held since 2001. The district
includes 54 towns spread across four
New Jersey counties.

Mr. Marks, who has another year
remaining in his four-year mayoral
term, said Mr. Ferguson’s announce-
ment last week “caused me to step on
the gas” and begin contacting various
state, county and local party officials
to let them know of his interest.

The mayor said he has spoken in
recent days with state party officials
including chairman Tom Wilson,
Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin and his counterparts in
Somerset and Hunterdon Counties,
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (both LD-
21 Westfield), both of whom have
declined to enter the race, and munici-
pal party chairmen in Union County.

Mr. Marks said he believes he would
have “a unique advantage” as a gen-
eral-election candidate next year
against Linda Stender of Fanwood,
who Democrats expect to be their
candidate. Ms. Stender came within
1 percentage point of defeating Mr.
Ferguson in 2006.

“I’ll be able to compete against her
in our own backyard,” Mr. Marks said.

While the Seventh District used to
encompass most of Union County, re-
districting following the 2000 U.S. Cen-
sus shifted the district further west into
more solidly Republican sections of
Hunterdon and Somerset counties, as
well as a section of Middlesex County.

“If we can hold our own in Union
County,” Mr. Marks told The Times,
“then the rest [of the district] should
fall into place.”

He noted that Mr. Ferguson “had a
difficult time in this area” of the dis-
trict, especially a year ago when he
narrowly defeated Mrs. Stender.
“Hunterdon and Somerset saved the
day for him,” Mr. Marks said.

The mayor, who was first elected to
the township council in 1996, said he
is in the midst of interviewing politi-
cal consultants and fundraising orga-
nizations to assist him in his race and
expects to name a campaign chair-
man and set up a formal campaign
structure in the next few weeks.

Despite Mr. Kean, Mr. Bramnick
and former Rep. Bob Franks of Berke-
ley Heights declining to seek Mr.
Ferguson’s seat, a number of other
Republicans may enter the fray, in-
cluding members of New Jersey po-
litical families. Besides Mayor Marks,
State Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County (LD-23,
Flemington) has expressed interest, as
have Kate Whitman, the daughter of
former Governor Christine Whitman,

Matt Holt, a Hunterdon County free-
holder and the grandson of former
U.S. Senator Clifford Case, and Will
Mennen, who was elected last month
as a Hunterdon County freeholder.

Other names that have surfaced
include Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, Michael Illions, a former
pro wrestler, Matt Smith, a physician
from Scotch Plains, and Chris Venis
of Hillsborough, a government-rela-
tions professional and former politi-
cal-campaign operative.

Mr. Marks called his prospective
race “pretty exciting.” He said he had
“always dreamed of having this type
of opportunity,” and cited the old
political adage that much of politics
depends on “being in the right place
at the right time.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING BACK OVER TIME…Sharing many great football memories on Thanksgiving Day are, left to right: former
Raider football player Andrew Pavoni (Class of 2002), Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney, retired detective Carl
Sicola, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School head football coach Len Zanowicz (1968) and SPFHS Athletic Director Robert
Harmer. The game was the last to be played on a field that will feature artificial turf for the 2008 season as the result of a
bond ordinance. After the game, football players were able to take home squares of the old field in styrofoam containers.

SP Council Okays Contract
To Better Air Quality at PD

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the year-
long renovations to the township’s
municipal building nearing comple-
tion, the township council last week
awarded a $21,000 contract to a Little
Falls firm to improve air quality and
address related environmental prob-
lems inside the section of the building
that will house the police department.

Officials said they expected
Synatech, Inc. to begin its work, which
will include removal of various molds
and microbes, earlier this week and
complete it within 15 days. An earlier
environmental assessment of the build-
ing found that the police department
was the only area that required
remediation. The department has been
housed in an adjacent trailer since
renovation work began earlier this year.

The council awarded the contract
during a special session within its regu-
lar conference meeting last week. Prior
to voting on the contract, Councilman
Kevin Glover asked that Synatech fur-
nish a project schedule so that township
officials would know when the project
would be finished and that it would be
completed within the $21,000 budget.

In other business, the municipal
building’s operating hours will be
modified in the new year, according
to Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
who said the new hours will be ad-
vanced by 30 minutes, to 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. for all departments except po-
lice, the municipal court and public
works. Mr. Atkins said township em-
ployees had requested the change,
which he agreed to because he felt
that earlier morning hours would be
helpful to residents needing to con-
duct business before going to work.

The council also discussed next

June’s residential spring cleanup and,
specifically, whether to institute a
reduced pick-up fee for senior citi-
zens. Mayor Martin Marks, who said
he had met recently about the matter
with the township’s senior advisory
committee, told the council that mul-
tiple issues needed to be discussed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Appeals Court Rules Against
911 Operator in WF Murder

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A state appeals
court panel, in ruling earlier this month
that municipal governments can be
held liable when police dispatchers
and operators don’t follow proscribed
policies, opened the way for the fam-
ily of a Seton Hall University student
whose ex-boyfriend abducted her and
then killed her in Westfield in May
2000 to sue the City of Newark be-
cause of errors a 911 operator and
police dispatcher made.

The unanimous three-judge panel’s
decision, issued in a 30-page ruling
on November 15, overturned an ear-
lier superior-court ruling that New-
ark was immune from liability in the
death of Sohayla Massachi, a 23-
year-old university student and 1994
graduate of Westfield High School
who was abducted by former boy-

friend Christopher Honrath from a
street near the Seton Hall campus on
the afternoon of May 10, 2000.
Honrath drove Ms. Massachi to his
apartment on Central Avenue where
he shot Ms. Massachi and himself.

On the afternoon of the kidnap-
ping, two middle-school students saw
Honrath pull a crying and screaming
Ms. Massachi into his car on South
Orange Avenue in front of the univer-
sity in South Orange. At about 2:30
p.m., one of the students ran to the
security booth at the university’s main
gate and reported what she had seen
to a campus security guard, who told
her that the incident “was not on
campus, and there was nothing they
could do for her,” according to
family’s lawsuit.

The two students then called the
South Orange Police Department

Happy Hanukkah 2007

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Council Tables
Beer-Keg Ordinance

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough council
members have tabled a beer-keg reg-
istration ordinance indefinitely so
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
could look into “the wording of the
ordinance and research it better.”

They tabled the ordinance at both
the October 9 and October 23 council
meetings.

“I have not been told that it will be on
the agenda again this year,” Christina
Ariemma, borough administrator, said.

The state Division of Alcoholic
Beverages Control (ABC) issued the
ordinance that would require alcohol
sellers to register beer kegs. In a letter
dated October 2, ABC Director Jerry
Fischer said that “a statewide regula-
tion would be required to effectively
administer a keg registration process.”

He said a shortfall of the registration
ordinances that have been passed in
Riverside, Belmar and Freehold is that
they do not prevent an underage drinker
from purchasing a keg from a city that
does not have the ordinance in place.

“This again may have been a noble
intent, but the fact remains that it is not
the province of one municipal govern-
ing body to impose its will and deci-
sion upon another,” Mr. Fischer said.

SP Council Hires Architect
To Upgrade Firehouses

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly a year
after township fire-department offi-
cials presented their proposals to the
council for renovations to the
department’s two firehouses, the
council Tuesday night hired an archi-
tect at a cost of $5,000 for prelimi-
nary plans for the buildings.

Michael Giambalvo of Scotch
Plains will examine the fire
department’s two facilities — located
behind the municipal building and at
the corner of Raritan Road and
Martine Avenue — prior to submit-
ting an initial report before the end of
the year, according to Councilman
Kevin Glover.

The north-side building was built
in 1948 as a public works garage and
became a firehouse in 1969, while the

south-side facility was built in 1958.
Neither building has had extensive
work done in the years since, officials
reported, and last year, department
personnel presented proposals to the
council for about $415,000 in im-
provements to the two facilities.

Some of the requests included struc-
tural improvements, particularly to
the north-side building, along with
roof repairs, window replacement, a
new generator for use during power
outages, a central air-conditioning
system, a new security system and
various interior renovations.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution appointing Jer-
sey Professional Management (JPM)
to continue as facilitator for the
shared-services initiatives between
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the board

PAINTING A ROSY PICTURE…Local Brownie troops and families visit The
Chelsea at Fanwood for the senior community’s 10th-annual intergenerational
pumpkin-painting event. Pictured, left to right, are: Brianna Digrado of Kenilworth,
Chelsea Executive Director Jennifer Ricci and Torianna Sandull of Kenilworth.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BONDS AWAY...Helen Ling, right, the developer for the Station Mews building,
the firewall of which collapsed on the Livingston-Wilbor building, addresses the
Fanwood council in support of the bond ordinance that would give the borough
the authority to purchase the Livingston-Wilbor property.

TV-34 Puts SP Council
Meetings Online

SCOTCH PLAINS — Beginning this past weekend, TV-34 has
made Scotch Plains Township Council meetings available for viewing
“on demand” on the Scotch Plains website, scotchplainsnj.com.

TV-34 Director William McMeekan said this will continue with all
future council meetings. He said, “The council meeting is clearly the
most watched program on SPTV, and we’re glad to provide the
opportunity for our residents to view it when and where they choose.
Between our live cablecasts, the meetings, daily replays on SPTV and
now 24-hour, seven-days-a-week access, we have made our township
council meetings the single most available local television program in
our viewing area.”

He said that providing meetings on the website is good news for
Verizon customers until the FIOS channel lineup adds SPTV.
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for [this] type of business,” and there-
fore his client wants to relocate.

“We see it as a win for the borough
that something good could possibly
come out of that [firewall-collapse]
tragedy,” Mr. Fox said.

However, Mr. Fox said the cost of
relocation “has been our concern from
day one,” pointing to the borough’s
estimates for moving Mr. Wilbor’s
equipment. “We suspect it would be
higher,” he said.

Downtown property owner Helen
Ling, the developer for the Station
Mews building whose firewall col-
lapsed on the Livingston-Wilbor
building, spoke in support of the bond
ordinance. “Fanwood has the best
residents,” she said. “I think anybody
who cares for our downtown will
realize the importance of this plan.”

Mrs. Ling said the Livingston-
Wilbor site currently “cuts the block
in half.”

Former Fanwood Mayor Ted
Trumpp, chairman of the borough’s
Republican committee, pointed to the

from one of their homes and reported
the abduction, along with a descrip-
tion of the two people involved and a
description of the car and its license-
plate number. Minutes later, two off-
duty Essex County sheriff’s officers
witnessed the abduction and called
911, which routed the call to Newark,
where a 911 operator told the county
officer, “What are [police] going to
do, by the time they come out this car
will be gone,” according to the law-
suit.

The operator also incorrectly en-
tered information about Honrath’s
vehicle into the 911 system and failed
to report its last known location or
that it was in motion, according to the
lawsuit.

Because of these errors, police were
dispatched to the Seton Hall location,
arriving long after Honrath and Ms.
Massachi had left. Less than 30 min-
utes after the kidnapping, Honrath
and Ms. Massachi arrived in
Westfield, where police soon re-
sponded to a 911 call reporting do-
mestic violence and a fight inside the
apartment at 756 Central Avenue,
according to the lawsuit and a May
2000 edition of The Westfield Leader.

After gunshots were heard inside
the building, police contacted the
Union County Emergency Response
team. Authorities eventually stormed
the building, where they found

Honrath dead of a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound and Ms. Massachi criti-
cally wounded from a gunshot. She
died two days later.

At the time, Westfield Police Lt.
Frank Brunelle described the actions
of the security guard and the 911
operator to The Leader as “a comedy
of errors. Only it was a tragedy in-
stead of a comedy.”

Ms. Massachi’s family’s lawsuit
alleges that a series of missteps by the
Newark 911 operator and police dis-
patcher caused police to search for
the wrong car and respond to the
wrong location, thereby missing any
opportunity they would have had to
save Ms. Massachi’s life. In reversing
the lower court, the appellate panel
said 911 operators and police dis-
patchers are not immunized “from
the results of their negligently ex-
ecuted ministerial duties.”

While state law says that a “public
employee is not liable for an injury
resulting from the exercise of judg-
ment or discretion vested in him” and
a “public entity is not liable for an
injury resulting from the exercise of
judgment or discretion vested in the
entity,” state statute also does not
“exonerate a public employee for
negligence arising out of his acts or
omissions in carrying out his minis-
terial functions,” according to the
appellate court decision.
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Fanwood Rec. Commission
Works to Free Field Space

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s rec-
reation commission approved a reso-
lution aimed at freeing up additional
field space for youth sports at its
regular meeting Tuesday night.

“There’s all this pressure on us to
find more fields,” recreation director
Bob Budiansky said. “We do okay
with what we’ve got, but we don’t
have much.”

The resolution, to be passed on to
the borough council for further con-
sideration, seeks approval to use the
“pocket park” near borough hall and
a grassy retention basin that has been
used for practices in the past “at the
discretion of the recreation commis-
sion and director” for youth sports
practices and programs serving 4 to
6-year-olds, which do not require the
use of regulation fields.

“It’s a perfectly legitimate field that
is not being used,” commission chair-
man Pam Sayles said, pointing to the
pocket park. Commissioner Jamie
Tannenbaum raised the issue of whether
enough parking exists at the site.

“Fanwood has to start providing
for Fanwoodians,” Councilman David
Valian said regarding the ongoing
effort to find enough field space.

The councilman said he plans to
discuss the issue at the December 3

borough council meeting.
In other business, Mr. Budiansky

said the borough has received about
$41,000 from the county in Kids Rec-
reation Grant money, which the bor-
ough must match and spend on recre-
ation equipment.

The commission voted to spend
about $1,500 of the money to help
equip a new youth lacrosse league in
the borough; however, the panel de-
cided it needed to hold more discus-
sion before dedicating the rest of the
funds for the “Summer Park” pro-
gram, playground replacement or
upgrades at Forest Road Park.

Mr. Valian said he would speak with
the borough engineer’s office to deter-
mine if Fanwood’s two playgrounds
require replacement in order to bring
them up to current regulations.

Mr. Valian also said that a meeting
with residents in the Forest Road Park
neighborhood regarding potential
improvements to the facility would
take place in mid-January.

He added that a previous “vision-
ing” meeting with the various sports
entities that use the park generated
ideas such as improving the sports
fields and tennis courts, adding a ten-
nis wall and an open-air pavilion and
rebuilding the hockey rink.

However, Mr. Valian told the com-
mission, “I don’t know if it’s going to
make the budget for [2008]. We’re
going to shoot for getting this cov-
ered by as many grants as we can.”

Commission members agreed to
continue discussions on other issues,
including using the borough’s Recre-
ation Trust Fund to help finance pro-
grams for senior citizens, expanding
the “Summer Park” program from six
to eight weeks, increasing certain fees
to help cover the cost of some pro-
grams and replacing commission
members Phyllis Mirabella and
Russell Wells, whose terms expire at
the end of this year.

The commission also reviewed
plans for the borough’s annual holi-
day celebration and Christmas tree
lighting, set for this Sunday at 3 p.m.
at the North Avenue train station.

presence of a sanitary-storm-sewer
easement on the property. “I would
not advise building anything over it,”
he said.

Mr. Trumpp and Mr. Nagy also
asked the mayor why there were no
“visuals” at the meeting to show the
borough’s plans for the site.

“We’re not there yet,” said Mayor
Mahr. “When we are there, I’ll be the
first one to blow up an artist’s render-
ing and stick it downtown so people
can see what’s going to be there.”

Mr. Trumpp additionally raised the
issue of whether the borough would
be able to quickly resell the property
to a developer given the current real-
estate market trends.

“I think you’re going to be stuck
with it for a great number of years,”
he said.

Councilman William Populus, a
real-estate expert by trade, said that
because of its location, “the property
has a value and has a potential.”

“The market always finds itself and
property [like this] does move,” he
said.

Prior to the governing body’s ap-
proval of the bond measure, Mayor
Mahr thanked residents for partici-
pating in the hearing.

“It’s good and necessary for people
to ask hard questions,” she said.

Councilman Bruce Walsh said, “To
fail to go forward on this would be a
disservice to the people of this bor-
ough; let the questions continue, but
with an open mind.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved on first reading a measure to
amend and increase local dog license
fees. If approved on second reading
December 11,  the fees would be $10
for a spayed or neutered dog and $15
for a non-spayed or neutered dog.
The current fees are $7 and $10, re-
spectively. The new fees are set to go
into effect January 1.

The council said higher fees have
become necessary because of the ris-
ing costs of animal control, noting
that licensing fees have not gone up
in 20 years. These new fees are lower
than the maximum $21 permitted by
the state.

For each license granted to a spayed
or neutered dog, the borough pays the
state $1.20; for each license granted
to a non-spayed or neutered dog, the
borough pays the state $4.20.

According to Borough Adminis-
trator Eleanor McGovern, cat licenses
fall under the jurisdiction of the
Fanwood Board of Health. Currently,
cat license fees stand at $6 for neu-
tered pets and $9 for those that are
not.
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Thirty-two states now require beer
keg registration, and there are two
bills pending in the New Jersey State
Legislature, S-1341 and A-3291, that
would require keg registration
throughout the state. Retailers would
not be held responsible for the keg’s
destination, but they would have to
affix a label or tag on the keg with the
retailer’s name, address, telephone
number, a unique beer keg number
and a visible warning that says the
removal or defacement of the label or
tag would be a criminal offense.

The retailer would also have to ob-
tain information such as a driver’s li-
cense number or other identification
number, the date and time of the pur-
chase, the keg identification number
and the purchaser’s signature. The
records would have to be kept on file for
at least three months, and anyone vio-
lating the ordinance would be subject
to a $2,000 fine, up to 90 days in jail or
whatever punishment a court decides.

National Council on Alcoholism
and Drug Dependence, Inc., Public

Affairs and Policy Director John
Hulick said in a statement the organi-
zation encourages municipalities to
adopt some form of the keg-registra-
tion law as a way of cutting down on
underage drinking.

“Beer kegs remain one of the most
common sources of alcohol at teen-
age parties,” Mr. Hulick said, “There
is a way to curtail the free-flowing
keg beer, that causes so much harm to
youth, with keg registration.”

The Mountainside borough coun-
cil, which has introduced a similar
ordinance, has put on hold any fur-
ther action on the ordinance. Westfield
Town Clerk Claire Gray said the town
does not have any such laws on the
books. “I’ve never heard of [a beer
keg ordinance],” Ms. Gray said.

Scotch Plains township clerk Bar-
bara Riepe said, “I never had any-
one ask that question before
[whether the township regulates
beer keg purchases].” She said the
township does not have laws gov-
erning beer kegs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Architect
of education in 2008.

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss called
JPM “the critical component” in get-
ting the three entities together every
month or so for meetings. JPM’s an-
nual fee for this service will be $10,890;
the two municipalities and the board
of education evenly split the cost.

The council passed a resolution ap-
pointing Hatch Mott McDonald of
Millburn as consulting engineer for
the artificial-turf and lighted soccer
field that will be developed behind the
south-side firehouse. Mr. Strauss said
as part of the $115,000 contract the
consulting firm will oversee the bids
received for the project, evaluate the
bids and the backgrounds of the bid-
ders and oversee and provide all engi-
neering services during the project.
The township wants the project to
commence during the winter months.

Mr. Glover said the township’s
website at scotchplainsnj.com now
features on-demand video broadcasts
of the council’s regular meetings. Cur-
rently, there is one meeting available
for viewing, and Mr. Glover said more
would be added in the near future.

Mr. Strauss announced that the
township’s holiday celebration would
be held this Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m. on
the Alan Augustine Village Green next
to the municipal building on Park Av-
enue. Sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Association
and the township’s recreation depart-
ment, the day’s activities will include a
horse-drawn carriage ride, petting zoo,
pony rides and ice sculptures.

Santa will arrive at 3 p.m. to visit
with children before lighting the
Christmas tree at 5 p.m.

The Union County Chabad will light
the menorah on Thursday, December
6, at 7 p.m. on the Village Green.

The council approved a bid from
Caffrey Tree Service for shade-tree
work. The firm will charge the town-
ship $115 per hour for a three-man
crew and $60 per hour for stump
grinding. The council authorized the
police department to purchase a new
unmarked police car for $23,279.

The council passed a resolution
congratulating Robert Leeper on
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America.

before moving forward on any seri-
ous discussion of reduced fees.

One is that “being a senior doesn’t
necessarily mean you have a finan-
cial issue” with paying the $65 per-
mit fee that was charged this year.
The mayor also said he had concerns
that those who might pay a discounted
fee would then share the cost of that
reduced fee with a neighbor who is
not eligible for a reduced rate.

Township officials have urged
neighbors to share the cost of the
permit, which entitles permit-hold-
ers to place up to 750 pounds of
household waste at their curb. The
mayor said giving a “blanket dis-
count” to seniors might also lead to
illegal dumping by out-of-town resi-
dents, which was a problem until the
township instituted the permit-based
system in 2005.

Scotch Plains’ new public-works
director, Kevin Ward, introduced to
the council at last week’s meeting,
said the department had been “man-
aged well over the years” and de-
scribed the staff as “exceptional.”

Mayor Marks agreed and said one
area he’d like to see improved is “con-
stituent services and interaction.” He
asked Mr. Ward to make an effort to
“implement a system of being re-
sponsive to citizen requests and in-
quiries” to the department.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Westfield
Friday, November 16, Anthony

Catanzaro, 40, of Westfield was ar-
rested at Dudley Avenue and Pros-
pect Street on outstanding traffic
warrants from Secaucus, Elizabeth
and Irvington, with bail amounts of
$750, $580 and $500, respectively.
He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 17, Marc
Kurtzo, 24, of Colonia was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana following a motor-
vehicle stop on the 500 block of North
Avenue, East. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Saturday, November 17, the owner
of a hairstyling business on Westfield
Avenue reported that someone caused
significant damage to the front door
by repeatedly kicking it. No one
gained entry to the premises.

Sunday, November 18, Keith Jessie,
35, of East Orange was arrested dur-
ing a motor-vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Frazee Court on an East
Orange traffic warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $67 bail.

Sunday, November 18, Matthew
Tibbals, 38, of Scotch Plains was
arrested at North Avenue West and
Clark Street for allegedly driving
while intoxicated. He was released to
a responsible person.

Monday, November 19, Matthew
White, 30, of Westfield was arrested
on the 300 block of South Avenue,
East on a Newark criminal warrant.
He was held in lieu of $500 bail at the
Union County jail.

Monday, November 19, two un-
locked motor vehicles were burglar-
ized sometime between noon and 2
p.m. while parked at Houlihan Field at
the intersection of Rahway Avenue
and Lamberts Mill Road. Items stolen
from one vehicle included a woman’s
Coach wallet, $20 in cash, multiple
credit cards and forms of identifica-
tion. A Kate Spade wallet with identi-
fication and credit cards were removed
from the second vehicle.

Monday, November 19, Arthur Lee
Smith Jr., 23, of Plainfield was ar-
rested during a motor-vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Grove Street on a
Berkeley Heights criminal warrant
and on a charge of hindering appre-
hension for allegedly providing po-
lice with a false name and date of
birth.

Smith was held at the Union County
jail in lieu of bail on the Westfield
charge, which was yet to be set, and
$638 bail on the Berkeley Heights
warrant.

Monday, November 19, a Scotch
Plains resident reported that his mo-
tor vehicle was burglarized while
parked on the 200 block of Midwood
Place. A cellular telephone and GPS
system were stolen from the vehicle.
The missing items are valued at ap-
proximately $500.

Monday, November 19, police dis-
covered three motor vehicles with
windows broken out. A Magellan Navi-
gation System was taken from each.
Two of the vehicles were outside the
homes of their respective owners on
Boynton Avenue and Boynton Court
at the time. The third vehicle, belong-
ing to a Middlesex resident, was on
Delaware Street. The missing items
ranged in value from $300 to $700.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident
of the 300 block of South Avenue
West reported that someone smashed
the windshield on his car while it was
parked on the 400 block of Boulevard
and removed a Nav Man 510 Naviga-
tion System from within the vehicle.

Tuesday, November 20, Matthew
A. Gonzalez, 20, of Westfield was
arrested at Westfield police headquar-
ters on a Lacey Township traffic war-
rant. He was processed and released
after posting $300 bail.

Tuesday, November 20, a resident
of the 200 block of Walnut Street
reported the theft of approximately
$3,500 worth of jewelry from his
residence sometime during the previ-
ous several weeks.

Tuesday, November 20, Emily Tay-
lor, 43, of Westfield was arrested on the
500 block of Trinity Place on a Carteret
criminal warrant with bail of $1,000.
She was turned over to Carteret police.

Sunday, November 25, Beverly
Cook, 52, of Plainfield was arrested
on the 200 block of North Avenue
West and charged with shoplifting
$50 worth of perfume from a Central
Avenue business, one count of pos-
session of a hypodermic needle sy-
ringe, two counts of possession of
drug paraphernalia and criminal war-
rants from Plainfield, with $500 bail,
East Brunswick, with $1,271 bail,
and a Bridgewater traffic warrant for
$2. She was held at Westfield police
headquarters pending the setting of
bail on the Westfield charges.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, November 22, a resident

of Church Street reported that some-
one broke a mirror off his vehicle
overnight.

Sunday, November 25, a Spruce
Mill Lane resident reported that some-
one smashed a window on his vehicle
sometime overnight.

Sunday, November 25, police said
the front windshield of a vehicle
parked on Winding Brook Way was
smashed overnight.

Scotch Plains police said Westfield
and Garwood police reported several
vehicles in their towns were also dam-
aged in a similar fashion.

Sunday, November 25, a vehicle
was entered on Evergreen Avenue at
approximately 2:45 a.m. An iPod was
reported stolen. A witness reported
seeing the suspect flee from the area
but could only give a description of the
dark clothing worn by the individual.

The suspect ran to a vehicle wait-
ing down the block and fled the area,
police said.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 21, Meyer

Phillips Jr., 39, of Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding Essex County
body warrant after a motor-vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. Police processed
Phillips and turned her over to the
Essex County Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, November 23, Corinthia Z.
Jackson, 41, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out
of Cranbury after a motor-vehicle stop
on South Avenue.

Sunday, November 25, Karen A.
McNally, 44, of Fanwood was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of
Burlington County and West Hampton
Township after a field investigation.

Sometime between Wednesday,
November 21 at 1 p.m. and Sunday,
November 25, at 3 p.m. someone
broke into a home on 3rd Street by
smashing the rear sliding glass door.
According to police, numerous items
were removed. The incident is under
investigation, police said.

Mountainside
Wednesday, November 21, Juan

Hernandez, 24, of Freehold was ar-
rested for driving without a license
after a motor-vehicle stop on Route 22.

Thursday, November 22, Jihad J.
Oglesby, 21, of Newark was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after a motor-vehicle stop. According
to police, he was also charged with an
outstanding warrant out of Newark in
the amount of $120.

Friday, November 23, a resident of
Deer Path reported that someone
smashed the rear window of her ve-
hicle. According to police, both driver
side tires were punctured and eggs
and paintballs were thrown at the
house. Approximately $1,560 worth
of damage was reported, police said.

Saturday, November 24, a resident
of Wood Valley Road reported that
someone stole his pick-up truck from
his driveway. According to police,
several assorted tools were in the
truck at the time of the theft. The
vehicle is described as a red, 2004
Chevy Silverado with a black cap.

Saturday, November 24, a resident
of Darby Lane reported that someone
entered his work van and removed
approximately $1,680 worth of tools
while it was parked in his driveway.
Police said the victim was a carpenter.

Saturday, November 24, a resident
of Wood Valley Road who specializes
in fire-protection services reported
that someone broke into his motor
vehicle and removed power tools es-
timated to be worth $5,000.

Another Wood Valley resident, a
carpenter, reported $8,500 worth of
tools stolen from his pick-up truck.

Sunday, November 27, a landscap-
ing business on South Springfield Av-
enue reported that equipment estimated
at $5,000 was stolen when someone cut
the lock on a gate to enter the business.

Monday, November 26, Tommy M.
Fields, 36, of Newark was arrested
for impersonating a phone-company
employee while trying to access a
residence. According to police, sev-
eral pieces of jewelry were found in
his pocket for which the suspect could
not give an explanation.

Fields was charged with burglariz-
ing a Hillside Avenue home in Westfield
and was turned over to the Westfield
Police Department, police said.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT WERE YOU THINKA…Last Friday, around 8 p.m., a vehicle heading
south on Mountain Avenue crashed into the front of Thinka Dinka toy store on
East Broad Street in Westfield. The 17-year old driver did not receive a summons.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Athletic Director
Robert Harmer congratulates former Raider football player Preston Onque, who
played on the undefeated and un-scored-on Raider team in 1939 on the Park
Avenue field. The Raiders moved their games to the high-school field in 1967. Mr.
Onque is junior running back Anthony Taylor’s great-great uncle.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING HOME A CHUNK OF RAIDER PRIDE…Former linebackers Charlie
Bachi, left, and Travis Boff remember the battlefield very well. “The Killer Bees”
played on the 2003 Raider team, the last Scotch Plains-Fanwood team to play for
the state championship. Both Bachi and Boff went on to play football at TCNJ.
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Chess Club Announces
Youth Trophy Winners

CHESS WIZARDS...Area children from the Wizards of the Mind chess club
display their trophies won in a November state tournament in Lincroft. Three of
the club’s members won the state championship, and 17 garnered trophies for
their performances. The Wizards of the Mind chess club is a scholastic club in
Springfield with a branch in Livingston; it has a membership of more than 150
local children.

SPRINGFIELD –  Twenty-four
youth members of the Wizards of the
Mind Chess Club participated in the
New Jersey State Grade Champion-
ship in Lincroft on November 18,
and 17 came home with trophies.
The club produced three state cham-
pions.

International Chess Master Leonid
Sokolin of Westfield is the founder of
the club, and Mark Schwartzman of
Berkeley Heights serves with him as
instructor. The  scholastic club is lo-
cated in Springfield and has a branch
in Livingston. The club draws more
than 150 local kids for lessons and
scholastic tournaments.

Sujay Uppalapati of East
Brunswick, second grade, David
Grosh of Chatham, sixth grade, Rob-
ert Milman of Berkeley Heights,
eighth grade, Ruitao Chen of
Watchung, kindergarten, Asha
Kapengut of Springfield, sixth grade,
Beata Gelman of East Hanover,second
grade, Sam Sokolin of Westfield, sixth
grade, and David Schwartzman, kin-
dergarten, of Berkeley Heights each
won trophies.

In 2004, the club won fourth place
among teams from all over the coun-
try in the National Youth Action Tour-
nament in Hershey, Pa. Since then,
club members have accumulated hun-
dreds of trophies. Currently, Anna
Matlin of Berkeley Heights, a long-
time member, is competing in the
World Youth Chess Championship in
Antalya, Turkey.

According to the U.S. Chess Fed-
eration and the New Jersey Chess
Federation, the importance of chess
is receiving increased recognition for
exercising and developing a child’s
mind. For more information, see
wizardsofthemind.com, send an e-
mail to info@wizardsofthemind.com
or call (973) 262-1395.

Fanwood Foundation to Hold
Annual Meeting on Dec. 2

FANWOOD — The annual meet-
ing of the Fanwood Community
Foundation will be held on  Decem-
ber 2 at 2 p.m. at Chelsea Senior
Living (second floor), located at 295
South Avenue. The public can attend
and participate in discussions about
serving Fanwood.

The Board of Trustees will elect
new board members.

Established in 1998, the Fanwood
Community Foundation is made up
of local citizens committed to build-
ing a perpetual endowment fund to
support what makes Fanwood,
Fanwood. The foundation is a philan-
thropic organization to enhance qual-
ity of life and provide for the commu-
nity on a long-term basis.

The foundation seeks charitable
donations and volunteers.

Since its inception, the foundation
has raised more than $67,000 and
supported TV-35, Friends of the

Fanwood Memorial Library, The Cen-
ter for Women and Families, The
Fanwood Youth Organization,
Fanwood Pocket Park Committee,
Resolve Community Counseling Cen-
ter, Fanwood Millennium Clock Com-
mittee, Heart for Humanity, the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company
and Donald De Nitzio Fund (the local
food bank).

Current board members of the
foundation include President Chris-
topher Rosin, Vice President Karen
Schurtz, Treasurer Robert Kraus and
Secretary Carol Kraus, as well as
board members Maryanne Connelly,
Louis Jung, Karen Paardecamp and
Thomas Ryan, in addition to sus-
taining members Theodore
Frankenbach, Fred Chemidlin, Jr.,
Joel Whitaker, Ethelynne Leonard,
Robert and Carol Kraus.

For more information, contact Mr.
Rosin at (908) 232-2670.

INVENTORY CLOSEOUT

We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad
spectrum of diagnostic and treatment services.

And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the

list. Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more

than 1,000 patients we treated in October, was under 20

minutes.  We have a staff of dedicated physicians and

nationally recognized emergency care nurses, and over 100

years of experience as a highly regarded provider of

emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician, please call 888-454-9913.  Get the latest health and wellness news by signing up for your free, personalized 
e-health newsletter at atlantichealth.org.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

CARING…CONTACT We Care, the Westfield crisis hotline, welcomes Ashley
Sandoukas (seated), a senior at Cranford High School, as an intern. Pictured, left
to right, are Laura Fisher from Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey, volunteer coordi-
nator Nancy Levine and Johnny Therjuste. For more information, call (908) 301-
1899.

Venis Announces Bid
For Congressional Seat

HILLSBOROUGH – Chris Venis
of Hillsborough has announced his
bid for the Republican nomination
for U.S. Congress to replace retiring
four-term Rep. Mike Ferguson in
New Jersey’s 7th congressional dis-
trict.

“Mike has been a close friend for
many years and worked very hard for
the residents of the seventh district.
His leadership will be sorely missed,”
Mr. Venis said.

Mr. Venis, a former staff member
for former Rep. Bob Franks and
former deputy mayor of
Hillsborough Township, said, “Ev-
ery person at some point in their
lives has come to a crossroad – a
road that will take them to an un-
known place, a place full of chal-
lenges and sometimes, a place full of
huge responsibility.

“Today, it is my turn to choose a
path. This path is representing the 7th
congressional district of New Jersey.
Many people seek public office for
various reasons – some like the pres-
tige, some are bored millionaires and
others actually feel they can make a
difference. Mine is quite simply to

ensure that our children and families
have the best opportunity to prosper
and live safe, healthy lives,” he said.

“Over the years, I’ve had tremen-
dous experience in Washington, ap-
pearing at committee meetings, sit-
ting in during voting sessions and,
most importantly, understanding Con-
gress and the process. This is reality,
not a game for political beginners,
billionaire heirs and kids of promi-
nent politicians to decide what they
want to do when they grow up,” he
said.

Mr. Venis, 42, has spent the last
15 years of his life involved in
politics, most recently serving as a
government-affairs representative
with his own company, The Venis
Group. He also served in the ad-
ministration of Governor Don
DiFrancesco.

 While in the DiFrancesco Admin-
istration, he said he served as chief of
staff at the New Jersey Department of
Corrections, which has a $1-billion
budget, 10,000 employees and nearly
30,000 inmates.

Prior to his work with Mr.
DiFrancesco, he served as executive
director of Bob Franks for Congress,
the Republican State Committee and
as vice president of William
McClintock Associates. He was also
the state director for the Steve Forbes
for President Campaign in New Jer-
sey and Delaware.

“I worked in the 7th district for the
last 13 years with some of New
Jersey’s top Republicans, including
Bob Franks and Don DiFranceso. I
hope that I can represent the 7th dis-
trict as well as they have,” Mr. Venis
said.

He said he has been involved in
more than 1,500 campaigns.

“The one thing my opponents
should not do is underestimate me,”
he said. “This is a very diverse dis-
trict with a lot of blue-collar, hard-
working families. I am one of them.
I went to public schools and col-
leges, no prep school nor trust funds
for me.”

Liberty Hall Museum Offers
Holiday Activities, Tours

COUNTY – The Liberty Hall Mu-
seum, located at 1003 Morris Av-
enue in Union, will host a series of
activities to celebrate the holiday
season.

This Saturday, children ages 7 to
12 can help decorate the museum’s
Victorian Christmas tree by creating
Victorian-style Christmas ornaments.
Each child can create four ornaments,
two for the Liberty Hall tree and two
to bring home.

Sessions lasting about 90 minutes
each will begin at 10 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. The museum requires prepaid
reservations of $8 per child.

Liberty Hall will hold gingerbread-
house workshops on Saturdays De-
cember 8, 15 and 22. Sessions lasting
90 minutes each will begin at 10 a.m.,
noon and 2 p.m. This workshop is
recommended for ages 7 to 12. Res-
ervations – $15 per child – are re-
quired.

Adults must accompany children
to the workshops.

On these same Saturdays, the mu-
seum will welcome visitors to ex-
perience how Christmas was cel-
ebrated during the Victorian era.
Guests can join caroling in the par-
lor, take waltzing lessons in the
Great Hall and enjoy a one-act, turn-
of-the-19th-century play in the li-
brary.

One-hour tours are scheduled ev-
ery 15 minutes from 5 to 8 p.m.

The museum requires registration
for the events. Admission is $10 for
adults, $8 for seniors adults, $5 for
college students and $4 for children
ages 6 to 17.

Liberty Hall Museum at Kean Uni-
versity chronicles more than 200 years
of New Jersey and United States his-
tory. It was the home of William
Livingston, the first elected governor
of New Jersey and a signer of the
Constitution, and houses extensive
collections of antique furniture, ce-
ramics, textiles, toys and tools owned
by seven generations of the
Livingston/Kean families.

The museum is open to the public
Wednesday through Saturday, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday from
noon to 4 p.m. Those seeking more
information or wishing to make res-
ervations for any event can call (908)
527-0400 or visit kean.edu/
libertyhall.

get involved.
goleader.com/organizations

goleader.com/classifieds
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Auditors: GW District Has
$341,016 Surplus for ’08-09

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough’s
board of education has passed the
district’s annual audit report and has
no corrections to make for next year,
according to auditors Bill Swisher
and Bob Swisher of Suplee, Clooney
and Company. The annual audit de-
tails how the district is handling state
requirements. This year, the auditors
said the district has made past correc-
tions, and the auditors are not recom-
mending any new areas for correc-
tion.

“Last year, there were problems
with association state assistance, bid
problems, cafeteria reports and sig-
natures on purchasing. Those have
been corrected,” Mr. Swisher said at
the BOE’s meeting on November
20.

The BOE also has a 2-percent bud-
get surplus for next year. The surplus
is $341,016, according to the audi-
tors. “You are in good financial shape
with a bit of excess cash,” Mr. Swisher
said.

At its meeting, the BOE also dis-
cussed changing locks on the gym
locker rooms, the security of student

records, the prohibition of harass-
ment on school property and student
conduct.

The board’s technology committee
is asking that parents sign up for e-
mail notifications so that the district
can save paper by reducing the num-
ber of school flyers it produces. “We
are asking that parents sign up. We
would like to build our list so that
they can receive the school flyers by
e-mail,” board member Susan
Groning said.

Acting Superintendent Teresa
Quigley reported that the district held
two fire drills at Lincoln and Wash-
ington Schools.

The Halloween Parade and the Vet-
erans’ Day ceremony were successes,
she said. The Veterans’ Day ceremony
was broadcast on Comcast and NJN
channel.

“I am so glad we did this event to
support our veterans. I had one write
me and say he has waited 30 years to
be recognized,” she said.

There is no word yet on the health
of Superintendent William Murphy,
BOE members said. The superinten-
dent has been on medical leave since
the spring.

BAND HONORS...Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums members
honor supporters during the band’s seventh-anniversary pub night at Union
County College in Cranford. Pictured, left to right, are: Steve Spurr, Pipe Major
Ed Donnelly, Kevin Dowling of the Joseph Nugent, Sr. Association of Union
County, bagpipe instructor John Bradley, piper Dennis Conner and Brian
Burke.

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

        

How to Enjoy New York City 
Inexpensively and Imaginatively

Presented by 

Howard Goldberg 

Howard Goldberg is the president and founder of 
“Adventure on a Shoestring,” a New York City sightseeing 
organization. He has been researching inexpensive ways 
to enjoy the Big Apple since 1963. During his presentation 
he will share information on holiday activities in New York 
City. 

At the Westfield Memorial Library 

This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.  
For more information about this program or to register  

call 908-789-4090, ext. 4140. 

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Life of Jesus:  From Eternity to Eternity 
 
The Echo Lake Church of Christ will focus on the Jesus
for an entire year (with a few exceptions).  Beginning on 
Sunday, December 9th, each sermon for the Sunday
morning assembly will delve into the life of Jesus.  You 
will be able to find more information including a schedule
and audio of the lessons on our website. 
 
Also on December 9th, you are invited to our 16th Annual
Singing Fellowship.  The singing is congregational
(everyone sings) and acappella (only voices).  We will be
concentrating on Jesus through hymns, readings, and
prayers.   It begins at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Bibles and Bible Studies are available for free at your 
convenience. 

Visitors are welcome at all of our assemblies! 

Sundays:    9:30  Bible Study 

10:30 Worship Assembly (includes 
weekly Communion, Hymns, 
prayers and sermon) 

  6:00 Worship Assembly 
Wednesdays: 7:00 Bible Study 
 

Intersection of E. Broad St. and Springfield Ave 

Westfield, NJ 07090  908-233-4946 

www.echolakechurch.org 

office@echolakechurch.org 

December 2007 Events 

 at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Monday & Tuesday, December 24 & 25 and 

Monday, December 31 at 5 pm 

ADULT PROGRAMS
Dec 5  7:00 PM Howard Goldberg - How to Enjoy NY 

  City Inexpensively and Imaginatively 

Dec 7  1:30 PM TGIF: Judy Garland 

Dec 12  7:30 PM Performance: Classical Guitarist,  

  Anton Del Forno 

Dec 14  1:30 PM TGIF: Claude Monet 

Dec 21  1:30 PM     TGIF: Classic Movie Week - “Holiday 

       Inn” 

Dec 28  1:30 PM No TGIF 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Dec 1 & 8   11:00 AM     Mother Goose 

        

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

Be on the look out for information on  

the upcoming Grand Re-opening Celebration!!! 

Alleged Stalker Agrees to End
Contact with Cryan’s Family
Former Trenton lobbyist Karen

Golding, 38,   agreed earlier this month
to have no contact with state the As-
semblyman and state Democratic
Party chairman Joseph Cryan (LD-
20, Union) and his family according
to the Star-Ledger.

Ms. Golding was arrested last year
for entering the unlocked car of Mr.
Cryan while it was parked in the
Statehouse parking lot in Trenton. As
part of her guilty plea to stalking Mr.
Cryan’s girlfriend and some of the
legislator’s relatives, Ms. Golding has
been prohibited from contacting Mr.
Cryan or his family. Her pre-trial
intervention program was also ex-
tended through May 2009.

The stalking charge and harass-
ment charge, which occurred after
her initial arrest and acceptance into
the pretrial program, will be dismissed
if she doesn’t violate probation. The
burglary charge has been dismissed,
the Ledger reported.

Casperson Says ‘No’ to Run
For Ferguson Seat in Congress
Bedminster Township Committee-

man Finn Casperson Jr., heir to the
estate of Beneficial Foundation chair-
man Finn Casperson, Sr., has an-
nounced he will not seek the GOP
nomination for the Congressional seat
being vacated by  Rep. Mike Ferguson
(LD-7, New Providence). He joins
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick of
Westfield (both LD-21) and former
Rep. Bob Franks of Berkeley Heights
in announcing they would not be can-
didates for the open seat.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and former GOP campaign staffer
and government affairs professional
Chris Venis of Hillsborough have
declared their intention to run. State
Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington) and Kate Whitman, the
daughter of former Governor Chris-
tine Todd Whitman, are also expected
to announce their bids for the GOP
nomination. The district includes parts
of Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset
and Union counties.

Diane Allen Explores
Run for Saxton’s Seat

State Senator Diane Allen (LD-7,
Burlington) has reportedly formed
a committee to look into a run for
the South Jersey Congressional seat
Jim Saxton will vacate at the end of

2008, according to politickernj.com.
Ms. Allen, a former news
anchorwoman in Philadelphia, ran
for the Republican nomination for
the U.S. Senate in 2002.

Linden Building Inspector
Pleads Guilty to Taking Bribe
Linden building inspector Matthew

Valvano pled guilty last week to tak-
ing $10,500 in bribes from a con-
struction company in exchange for
helping the company gain approval
on building permits, according to a
press release from the U.S. Attorney’s
Office.

Mr. Valvano faces a maximum 10-
year jail sentence and $250,000 fine
if convicted. The construction com-
pany, based in Georgia, is cooperat-
ing with the FBI in the investigation.

Feds Raid Office, Home
Of Senator Coniglio

Federal investigators raided the leg-
islative office and home of state Sena-
tor Joseph Coniglio (LD-38, Paramus)
on November 20 as they continue to
investigate a possible link between
Mr. Coniglio’s position as a paid con-
sultant to the Hackensack Medical
Center and his role as a legislator in
helping garner $1 million in state
grant money for the hospital, accord-
ing to The Record of Bergen County.

His attorney, Gerald Krovatin,
said the senator “has done nothing
wrong and has nothing to hide.” He
called search warrants late in the
investigation and leaking them to
the press “a despicable attempt to
make it appear there is more to this
than there really is.” After being
told he was under investigation, the
senator opted not to seek re-elec-
tion this year.

Sen. Trent Lott to
Resign at End of Year

CNN reported Monday that U.S.
Senator Trent Lott, a Republican
from Mississippi, would resign by
the end of the year and join the
private sector. Mr. Lott was elected
to a fourth term last year. His exit
would result in a special election in
Mississippi next year, a Presiden-
tial Election year. A former Senate
majority leader, he has served in
Congress for more than 30 years.
Mr. Lott was elected to the House of
Representatives in 1972 and the Sen-
ate in 1988.

Ex-Rep. Joe Minish Dies, Had
Served 22 Years in House

Former Rep. Joseph Minish (D-
Essex) died on Saturday at the age of
91. He served in Congress from 1963
to 1985. He lost a re-election bid after
redistricting placed multiple Repub-
lican-leaning Morris County towns
into his former suburban Essex
County Democratic district,
politickernj.com reported.

goleader.com/thebuzz

because the news
never sleeps.

MVC Announces Security,
Anti-Fraud Measures

AREA – To combat crime, New
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission
(MVC) Chief Administrator Sharon
Harrington, on Tuesday, announced
plans for security enhancements by
unveiling more secure vehicle titles
and temporary vehicle tags.

“The MVC does not tolerate any
type of criminal activity whatsoever
and that is why we take all necessary
action to prevent it,” Ms. Harrington
said. “Through critical security fund-
ing, the MVC has made great strides
enhancing all areas of the organiza-
tion, including our highly regarded
document-fraud training program.
These new security-enhanced titles
and temp tags are just one more step
we have taken that will make it more
difficult for criminals to commit
fraud.”

Increased fees from the Motor
Vehicle Security and Customer Ser-
vice Act, signed into law in 2003,
fund the MVC’s upgrade efforts.
The law added a $7 security fee on
vehicle registrations. The proceeds
generate approximately $40 million
per year.

Upgrades include the establishment
of a Division of Security, Investiga-
tions and Internal Audit; the improve-
ment of facility security, such as the
installation of alarms, security cam-

eras and panic buttons; the imple-
mentation of the Law Enforcement
Agency Security Enhancement
(LEASE) Program; the creation of a
fraud tip line and the development of
the Document Fraud Prevention and
Retention Program.

To date, the MVC has trained ap-
proximately 4,300 employees and
nearly 11,000 law-enforcement per-
sonnel through its document fraud
program.

This year, more than 2,200 indi-
viduals have completed the pro-
gram, which trains participants on
weeding out counterfeit documents.
Since 2003, there have been more
than 3,000 arrests, 70 percent of
which were related to document
fraud, according to the MVC.

The new vehicle title and tempo-
rary-tag-enhanced features make
them more difficult to duplicate and
make it easier for fraudulent ones to
be identified. MVC officials say the
vehicle title, which will go into circu-
lation in January, will be the most
secure title in the United States. Ap-
pearing on purple paper, the title in-
cludes a security watermark, security
thread, prismatic colors and thermo-
graphic ink.

The temporary tag will go into cir-
culation in December and will be
used for both resident and non-resi-
dent vehicle purchases. Created in a
four-part set, the temporary tag ap-
pears on security paper and includes
a watermark, a safety block area and
non-reproducing blue ink. Current
resident temporary tags will no longer
be valid after May 2008, while cur-
rent non-resident tags will no longer
be valid after August 2008.

Ms. Harrington said, “The secu-
rity fee, though, is set to sunset in
2013. In the recently released ‘MVC
Forward: Strategies for Excellence’
report, one of the many recommen-
dations is to prevent this from occur-
ring. It is through this fee that the
MVC will be able to continue to
introduce improved security mea-
sures in order to prevent fraud and
abuse.”

A document-fraud poster will ap-
pear prominently in MVC agencies
statewide, designed to thwart off at-
tempts by customers to submit fraudu-
lent documents.

WF Student Attends
Business-Action Day

WESTFIELD – Local high-
school student Zachary Schwartz
of Westfield was among 47 par-
ticipants in Susquehanna
University’s 10th-annual Busi-
ness-Action Day, held earlier in
the year on the Susquehanna cam-
pus. Zachary is a senior at the
Wardlaw-Hartridge School and
the son of Marion Schwartz.

Students attended workshops
designed to provide an introduc-
tion to the business world through
hands-on experience. Students
were able to choose sessions in
their field of interest. All work-
shops focused on the changing
environment of the business field
and how to prepare for a business
career.



Page 4  Thursday, November 29, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

The Westfield Leader

Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Victoria McCabe
TECHNOLOGY

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.
DesRochers Says Ledger Deliberately

Avoided Reporting on Subpoenas

Writer Faults Freeholder Kowalski
For Refusing to Acknowledge Christmas

Practice of Giving Tickets to Residents
In Front of Their Homes Must Stop

Friday, November 9, 2007, is a day I
will forever remember in history as the
day we learned that The Star-Ledger de-
liberately went out of its way to avoid
presenting facts that may have legitimately
affected the outcome of the recent elec-
tions in Union County, New Jersey.

As a candidate for the Assembly in the
22nd Legislative District, my opponent,
Jerry Green, was exposed by the Courier-
News as having a questionable business
relationship with a lobbying firm. He was
paid as a consultant by that firm, which
includes as clients hospitals and builders.
This is at the same time he sat on key
committees in the assembly, which had
oversight of state agencies that have juris-
diction over these clients.

It appeared clear that, in effect, he was
being paid to lobby himself. However the
Star-Ledger did not report on this, al-
though it covers more of the district than
the Courier News does. This information
could have played a vital role in people’s
decision making and affected the out-
come of the election.

Now we learn the suppression of facts
is worse than that. The Star-Ledger was
apparently aware of subpoenas issued
weeks before the election to Charlotte
DeFilippo, the chairwoman of the Union
County Democratic Committee. With
connections to real-estate deals, title com-
panies and insurance agencies, the twisted
web is woven through out the UCDC
organization, and as stated in the article,
the chairwoman handpicks their obedient
candidates.

We learned too well this very fact by the
example of the excommunication of Adrian
Mapp from the Democratic line in the
primary. For anyone to argue that the
public’s knowledge of a criminal investi-
gation of this potential web of corruption,
deceit and betrayal of the public trust would
not have affected the outcome of many
elections around the county is absurd.

I personally feel The Star-Ledger owes

the people of Union County an apology
for failing in the role as a source of accu-
rate information, which should be pro-
vided impartially and timely in manner.
The Star-Ledger in effect played politics
and has let down the voters go to the polls
thinking they were well informed.

By failing to report this story until now,
you have enabled people to be involved in
the political process that should no longer
be a part of government. Is this the tip of
the iceberg in Union County? I am afraid
so. Looking back over mountains of docu-
ments on questionable deals and no-bid
work, I am afraid that investigators will
find many of the names listed repeatedly.

I do, however, want to thank you for
reporting this, albeit late. Many voters
who see the web as it unfolds will regret
the decisions they made, and the distrust
of the party in power will continue to
grow. I can assure you that the gravy train
is coming to an end, and I will continue to
work to provide the voters an alternative
to higher taxes, to more political corrup-
tion and, as recent polls have found, to
leaving the state. If our public servants
are not there to benefit and work for the
people, then as a state, we can no longer
afford to have them there.

Bryan DesRochers, Rahway
Former Assembly Candidate

Legislative District 22

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Union County Freeholder Board Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski and copied
to The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times

*****
Dear Chairwoman Kowalski:
Thank you for the invitation to the

Holiday Lights Celebration and Charity
Drive, but I am confused. I noticed Santa
and Mrs. Claus will attend and a tree will
be lit. Only Christmas has Santa Claus
and a lighted tree, yet your invitation does
not acknowledge the “Tree” you are light-
ing is a Christmas tree.

Are you aware that Christmas is a fed-
eral holiday? One of only 10 days so
designated and one of only three that is
always celebrated on the same day.

Christmas was probably designated a
federal holiday to symbolize that the de-
sire for freedom of religion led to the
founding of our great country. It also
acknowledges that Christian principles

guided our founding fathers as they cre-
ated our great nation.

Christmas is our least-recognized fed-
eral holiday. Educational leaders no longer
allow Christmas to be part of the school
calendar or curriculum. Local, state and
federal political leaders are loath to men-
tion Christmas, and businesses that profit
from the holiday prefer to not mention
Christmas in advertising or their stores.

As the elected “leader” of Union
County, please explain why our tax dol-
lars can be spent for a celebration that
refuses to acknowledge the federal holi-
day celebrated December 25. I am sure
when our tax dollars are spent to celebrate
New Year’s Day, the birthday of Martin
Luther King Jr., Washington’s Birthday,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, La-
bor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day or
Thanksgiving, the actual day being cel-
ebrated is mentioned.

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
and members of the town council and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

*****
It is Tuesday, two days before Thanks-

giving, at 11:30 a.m. and once again, I am
upset with the parking division of the
Westfield Police Department. My par-
ents, who are 80 and 90 years old, with a
handicap sticker, just stopped in to visit
me at my home on the corner of Park
Street and Carleton Road to drop some-
thing off and say “hello.”

They parked in the place at which most
people would — at the end of the walk-
way between my front door and the curb.
They, as well as most other guests, have
parked there hundreds of times during the
almost 30 years that we have lived in this
house. Today was different though. After
a short visit, they went back to their car in
the rain and were shocked to find a park-
ing ticket on the windshield. Living in a
zone with two-hour parking limits, I im-
mediately assumed the ticket was for park-
ing more than two hours, like the one that
I received last year.

Last year, also the day before Thanks-
giving, my college daughter returned the
previous night and before breakfast that
next morning, a parking ticket had ap-
peared. We had neglected to get a town-
residence permit because she was away at
school. This ticket was different though.
After trying to decipher a wet, illegible
ticket, we figured out that this offense
was for parking within 25 feet of the
crosswalk.

Most properties in Westfield are less
than 50-feet wide, so this means that if
you park in front of any corner house with
a painted crosswalk, you are probably too
close to the crosswalk. Do the town police
walk around measuring? Or is it because
we live in a watched zone (two-hour
parking) that they come around and ticket
our homes?

This practice of giving out tickets to
residents in front of their homes needs to
stop. Obviously, if the car is there, the
owner is more than likely home. Regis-
trations can be checked; and a knock on
the door the day before Thanksgiving
would certainly be appreciated more than
a $20, $30 or more ticket.

Donna Perch
Westfield

Senator Nicholas Scutari
Thanks LD-22 Voters
I would like to thank the voters of the

11 towns of the 22nd Legislative District
for their continued support in this year’s
election. It has been an honor and privi-
lege to serve as your representative for the
past four years, and I look forward to
continuing to work hard on your behalf in
the future.

Senator Nicholas Scutari
LD-22, Linden

SP Farmers Market
Has Best Year Ever

With regard to our popular Scotch
Plains Farmers’ Marketplace, I would
like to thank our longtime loyal custom-
ers and our valued vendors for making
this season our most successful ever.

Kudos to Township Manager Tom
Atkins, our health department, our town
council and The Scotch Plains Times for
their continued support and assistance.

We enjoy producing this seasonal com-
munity event, and always appreciate your
feedback. I look forward to serving you
again. See you next year. The best is yet
to come.

Jeff Stein
SP Bus. & Prof. Assoc.

WF Police Swiftly
Ended Concerns

I would like to thank the Westfield
Police Department for its quick response
during two recent late-night parties that
got out of control on the west end of North
Avenue, where I live.

The house adjacent to mine has become
prone to unsupervised teenage gatherings
that run loud and late and often spill out
onto the front porch and lawn. Because it
would seem that the parents work over-
nights, they are absent and, evidently,
oblivious. Thankfully, the police have acted
swiftly, putting the concerns of my family
and those of our surrounding neighbors to
rest by responding between the hours of
12:30 and 1:30 a.m. I’m grateful to the
men and women in blue!

John Luerssen
Westfield

Stroz: Fanwood Residents Need to Step Up and
See What Their Borough Government is Doing

All during the election process this fall,
Tony Parenti and I pointed to the prob-
lems inherent in one-party government.
Little did we suspect that on the eve of the
election, Monday November 5, the all-
Democratic Mayor and Council would
initiate a $2-million bond ordinance pro-
posal at a special meeting with no public-
ity (only the bare technical legal notice)
and outside the news cycle.

As shown in the recent defeat of public
questions at the ballot, New Jersey tax-
payers are now recognizing that new debt
is only a form of future tax obligations.
This new debt authorization is for the
purpose of purchasing the Livingston-
Wilbor property damaged during the wall
collapse at the downtown redevelopment
block last May.

Instead of a public referendum on the
authorization of such a large debt for the
taxpayers of Fanwood, two un-televised
meetings were the extent of what the
borough government saw fit to provide
the people. Public input by referendum
should be the deciding factor in whether
the borough should go into the real-estate
business in these economic times.

At the second and final un-televised
meeting on the debt authorization last
week, it was no surprise that the debt
authorization was approved unanimously.
How the mayor and council went about
obtaining this debt authorization leaves
much to be desired, and there is also much
to be concerned about for Fanwood tax-
payers in the resulting ordinance. This
letter highlights some details and con-
cerns.

First of all, it is very odd that after four
years of this administration acting as the
Redevelopment Agency for the down-
town block, it just now discovered that
the Livingston-Wilbor property (damaged
in the still unexplained May 2007 wall
collapse) is so essential to the downtown
redevelopment plan that the borough must
attempt to acquire it. All the while, the
mayor and the council proclaim that

Fanwood is not in the real-estate business
and will simply flip the property out to a
developer. Really, the obvious question
then is why doesn’t the current property
owner just enter into a deal with a devel-
oper and keep the borough out of it?

The reasons are simple; this is a tough
real-estate market, and the seller wants a
significant relocation payment. So the
borough has gotten an appraisal of ap-
proximately $1.26 million for the prop-
erty, and the property owner’s attorney
stated that he estimates the relocation
expenses to be at least $700,000. Armed
with this new debt authorization, the bor-
ough council, which was the redevelop-
ment agency for the property when it was
damaged by the mysterious wall collapse,
will now enter into negotiations to pur-
chase the damaged property and pay for
relocation of the owner’s business. Why
should Fanwood taxpayers be made to
take the unusual path of paying for the
seller’s relocation costs?

Unfortunately, the whole deal doesn’t
make sense for Fanwood, starting with
the appraisal. The $1.26-million figure
assumes the highest and best use of the
property as a location for 14 residential
units. When questioned, however, the
mayor and council had no idea how such
an extensive development would be pos-
sible on such an oddly shaped property
with so little frontage on South Avenue. It
is also unclear as to whether the appraisal
took into account the sewer easement that
runs along the borough parking lot exit
onto South Avenue near the property.
This revelation by an audience member
came as a surprise to everyone else in the
room, including the mayor and council.

Another member of the audience
pointed to the need for a walkway to go
between LaGrande and South Avenues as
envisioned by the plan embraced by the
borough in 2004. Also, the current devel-
opers on the block stressed that access for
both the walking public and shared park-
ing as being additional important reasons

for Fanwood to acquire the property. None
of these demands on the property should
serve to entice a prospective developer.

So, with all these burdens being placed
upon the property, the $1.26-million ap-
praisal and its assumptions leave more
questions than answers.

The next step in the process is even
more troubling. The council seems to
think that it can pay full price for the
property plus a large relocation payout of
about half the value of the property and
then capitalize all the interest expenses
involved with the purchase and quickly
flip the property out to an eager devel-
oper. In fact, the financial experts present
only discussed short-term rates, despite
the council’s acknowledgment of the
tough current real-estate market and the
authorization for decades of indebted-
ness under the ordinance. I suspect that
any property purchase made under this
scheme will stick to Fanwood’s debt-
service obligations like a discarded piece
of bubble gum to your best dress shoes.

As a Fanwood resident, I’m outraged
that such a large authorization for addi-
tional public debt was not done by an
open resolution at the ballot.

The administration had four years to
enter into negotiations with this property
owner. To add insult to injury, neither of
the debt-authorization meetings was even
televised, despite a request. In fact, the
mayor chided one member of the public
for asking such tough and detailed ques-
tions in public when he could simply
speak to her in private!

That is just wrong. The whole public
has the right to know the details, and our
government should be willing to take the
tough questions on such an important
ordinance.

Fanwood needs more members of the
public to step up and become informed of
what their government is doing.

Joel Stroz
Fanwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Abatjour – Skylight that admits or

deflects light
2. Noria – A water wheel with buckets
3. Talaria – Winged sandals
4. Limbat – A cool northwest wind of

Cyprus

THOOID
1. A follower of Thoth, the ancient

Egyptian god of learning and magic
2. One who endures great pain or suf-

fering
3. Wolflike; a jackal
4. Of or pertaining to a bed, especially

a marriage bed
DELASSATION

1. Carriage; conveyance
2. Fatigue; weariness
3. Accusation
4. The process of splitting into differ-

ent layers
WHEEDLE

1. To flatter or coax
2. To whip or lash
3. A scam or a hoax
4. To move with great speed

LARRIKIN
1. A type of short whip
2. A trench filled with water around a

castle; a moat
3. A rude, disorderly person
4. Oiled leather, worn by lumbermen

and trappers

Parking in Downtown Westfield –
Little Guys Make a Difference

During the busy shopping season in downtown
Westfield, finding a parking spot is a joy – especially
when it’s right next to where you want to go. It’s like
winning the lottery.

Sure, the town is packed. Sure, employees and
shoppers compete for spots. But, this is much better
than having many spots open because business must
therefore be bad. As Bill Parcells might say about
bustling business and scarce parking, “That’s a good
thing.”

Half the fun is being downtown in the hustle,
meeting many people and seeing what people do and
what people don’t do. Perhaps a chance encounter
leads to lunch or a brew at the Trolley. Otherwise,
shopping would be just a boring click on the Internet.

Shop owners are understandably nervous during
this season, when much of their business occurs to
pay the bills from the rest of the year. Some shop-
keepers blame employees of other businesses for
meter feeding, thus taking up space otherwise avail-
able for customers. This may be true to the extent it
is examined. However, many of the employees make
just barely more than minimum wage, have no
vacation or healthcare benefits and no retirement
plan. A few dollars a day for parking meters can be
a big bite. They need a place to park, too – and few

shops or landlords provide them with parking space.
They are left to fend on their own in the “Wild, Wild
West(field).”

We urge employees to try to figure out the complex
parking rules, and we urge employers to help them.
We urge the town to be clear about matters too.
Everyone must work together on this matter. And
sometimes the system works better when there is less
micro-management and more good intentions.

After the scramble for parking and dealing with the
worrisome “sword of Damocles” – dread of a park-
ing ticket that would wipe out a day’s wages –
employees turn to the customers with a smile and
say, “May I help you?”

So, it’s these little guys, forgotten and maligned,
who make a difference for us all this time of year.
Let’s be kind and courteous to as many people as we
can. Resist the tendency for road rage when someone
beats you to that parking spot at ShopRite, don’t turn
into the lot at the North Avenue train station going the
wrong way because you spotted a potential opening.
Try to be calm, and we’ll all enjoy the season that
much more.

Enjoy yourself, enjoy your neighbors, appreciate
employees – and most of all, — Thank you, custom-
ers.

Weekend Holiday
Schedules

Fanwood Recycling
Center is for All Towns

I’d like to thank those of you who use
the Fanwood-SP Recycling Center for
your patience in dealing with the kids
who work there. Among many others,
they are Boy Scouts and high school ice
hockey players trying to earn some money
for their organizations.

The hockey players and families do not
receive any school money and have to
“pay to play.”

I was there this weekend helping su-
pervise the Raider hockey players as I
have done several times before with the
scout troop I am involved with. It was the
boys’ first time though and it takes some
time to get the routine down. Some of
them still have to learn to hustle and the
meaning of hard work, but they are not at
home playing video games, they are try-
ing and learning about teamwork and
customer service.

They are also learning about environ-
mental responsibility from some very
good people such as Alan Ebersole and Al
Riker. Nobody is getting rich here, they
are just trying to do the right thing and set
a direction for present and future genera-
tions. Somebody has to battle the all too
easy notion that we have an unlimited
capability to throw things away.

With a lot of help from too many people
to mention, the facility not only takes the
usual newspaper, glass, plastic, alumi-
num, steel cans and cardboard, but also
takes batteries, oil and larger metal ob-
jects; as well as having composting and
mulching capabilities. This is a great town
organization that also gives back by do-
nating profits to other town organizations
such as the fire department, rescue squad,
parks and police department.

So remember to keep bringing in your
recyclables and keep checking their
website, visitfanwood.com/recycling for
new items that can be bought down. And
it’s not just for Fanwood and Scotch Plains
residents, so tell your out-of-town friends
too. Once again, thank you for your pa-
tience. It means a lot to everyone.

Steve Deduck
Scotch Plains

Letters to
the Editor

Westfield Christmas Tree
Lighting Set Sunday, Dec. 2

The Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony and Santa’s Arrival will be on
Sunday, December 2, beginning at 5 p.m.
at the North Avenue Train Station in
Westfield.

Events include the Choral Art Society
of New Jersey Singers and the Westfield
Community Band with sounds by
Westfield Audio Visual. Santa Claus will
arrive in a fire truck and Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky will provide welcoming remarks.

The First United Methodist Church
Youth Group will give out  hot chocolate
and collect non-perishable food for the
needy. Girl Scouts will conduct their 15th
Annual Mitten Drive for the homeless.

For information, call  the Chamber of
Commerce at (908) 233-3021.

Mountainside to Light Christmas
Tree on Saturday, Dec. 1

The Mountainside Christmas Tree will
be lit Saturday, December 1 at 4:30 p.m.
next to the Mountainside Rescue Squad
building at the corner of New Providence
Road and Route 22 East.

Mayor Robert Viglianti will light the
tree and scouts will sing carols. Hot choco-
late and desserts will be sold. Santa Claus
will be there for the children.

For information, call the Mountainside
Recreation Department at (908) 232-0015.

Scotch Plains Christmas
Celebration is Sunday, Dec. 2

The Holiday Celebration in Scotch
Plains, sponsored by the Business and
Professional Organization, will be held
on Sunday, December 2, from 2 to 5 p.m.
at the Village Green on Park Avenue.

Santa will arrive at 3 p.m. and will be
lifted in the fire truck’s bucket along with
Mayor Martin Marks to count down the
Christmas tree lighting at 5 p.m. Santa
will sit in the gazebo for children’s visits.

Carriage rides with Santa’s elves will
be provided to guests. Other festive ac-
tivities will include ice sculpture, face
painting and Rainbow the Clown.

Fanwood Holiday Event Set Dec. 2
The Fanwood Christmas Celebration

will be held on Sunday, December 2,
from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Fanwood Train
Station, North Side.

Garwood Tree Lighting Set Dec. 1
Holiday events sponsored by the Cel-

ebrations Committee include the Christ-
mas tree lighting in front of borough hall
on Saturday, December 1 at 4 p.m.

The Chamber of Commerce will take
photos of children with Santa Claus. Re-
freshments will be served along with en-
tertainment. Boy scouts will be selling
poinsettias and luminary kits.

There will be a home-decorating con-
test. Judging will be done the nights of
December 22 and 23 from 7 to 10 p.m.

The Luminary Lighting Program will
take place the night of Sunday, December
24. Luminaries will be sold from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the baseball field house the
weekends of December 8 to 9 and De-
cember 15 to 16. Please bring a bucket for
the sand.

For more information, call (908) 647-
6344 ext. 812 during daytime and (908)
654-1392 in the evenings.

Weekend Holiday
Schedules

Newspaper Holiday
Schedule Notice

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Christ-
mas edition will be Thursday, Decem-
ber 20. The New Year’s edition will
be Thursday, Dec. 27.

Our office is open Christmas week
(closed December 25). Press day that
week will be Monday, Dec. 24. Our
office is open New Year’s week
(closed January 1, 2008). Press day
will be Monday, Dec. 31.

Please provide submittals as soon
as possible for these weeks due to the
abnormal schedules.
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Chamber to Hold
Luncheon, Dec. 7

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) will hold its monthly busi-
ness luncheon at its office on Friday,
December 7, from 11:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. The WACC is located at 173
Elm Street.

Gregg Rood of Padgett Business
Services will speak regarding “Three
Critical Elements for Creating Suc-
cess in Business.” Mr. Rood of
Westfield runs an accounting prac-
tice focusing on small-business own-
ers.

This Lunch and Learn seminar will
explore business plans, time manage-
ment and measure and analysis. There
is a fee of $10 for WACC members
and $25 for non-members.

Registration is required. The pub-
lic can do so by visiting
westfieldareachamber.com, calling
(908) 233-3021 or sending an e-mail
to info@westfieldareachamber.com.

Woman’s Club Seeks
New Members for 2008

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield seeks new members. The
club offers activities and opportunity
to meet people and make new friends.

Some of the club’s contributions
and volunteer services include assist-
ing the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,
making meals for those in need, fund-
ing Westfield High School scholar-
ships and assisting the United Fund,
as well as helping the City for Hope
Hospice, Westfield Rescue Squad and
shelters for abused women.

The club offers social events, pro-
grams with professional speakers,
field trips and recreation. For infor-
mation, call (908) 233-2339 or write
Woman’s Club of Westfield, PO Box
2424, Westfield, NJ 07091.

Population

Registered 

Voters

Population 

Registered

Votes 

Cast

Turnout of 

Registered

Turnout of 

Population
Berkeley Heights 13,407 8,632 64% 3,677 43% 27%
Clark 14,597 9,679 66% 2,573 27% 18%
Cranford 22,578 14,718 65% 6,291 43% 28%

Elizabeth 125,809 40,304 32% 6,617 16% 5%
Fanwood 7,174 4,752 66% 2,059 43% 29%
Garwood 4,153 2,452 59% 1,008 41% 24%
Hillside 21,747 10,743 49% 2,343 22% 11%
Kenilworth 7,675 4,684 61% 2,119 45% 28%
Linden 39,394 19,219 49% 5,403 28% 14%

Mountainside 6,602 4,526 69% 1,851 41% 28%

New Providence 11,907 7,283 61% 2,607 36% 22%
Plainfield 47,829 18,080 38% 3,974 22% 8%
Rahway 26,500 13,553 51% 3,056 23% 12%
Roselle 21,274 10,429 49% 2,655 26% 12%

Roselle Park 13,281 7,140 54% 2,240 31% 17%

Scotch Plains 22,732 14,437 64% 4,003 28% 18%
Springfield 14,429 9,240 64% 3,229 35% 22%
Summit 21,131 12,156 58% 5,568 46% 26%
Union 54,405 27,615 51% 6,829 25% 13%
Westfield 29,644 19,256 65% 7,880 41% 27%
Winfield 1,514 994 66% 289 29% 19%

Totals 527,782 259,892 49% 76,271 29% 14%

Towns of Union County, New Jersey
Voter Turnout November 6, 2007

Bramnick to Provide Comic
Relief at Fiddler’s Elbow

Watchung Reservation
Hosts Holiday Festivities

HOLIDAY HARVEST – Parishioners at the First Congregational Church of
Westfield enjoyed the harvest bread altar during their Sunday morning Thanks-
giving service. Each family reflected on what it was thankful for, as Rev. Mark
Boyea, Rev. Joy Mounts and organist Barbara Thomson led the service.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Watchung
Reservation will host holiday festivi-
ties this Sunday and has invited area
residents to take part. Admission will
be free to all of the events.

A variety of activities will be fea-
tured at the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center, the Watchung Stable and
The Loop playground area. A free
shuttle bus will transport people be-
tween the events beginning at 2 p.m.

A nature-themed holiday boutique
will be open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
the newly renovated Trailside Nature
and Science Center, located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside. The
boutique will feature hand-crafted gifts
made from natural materials, plus jew-
elry, herbal soaps, handmade scarves,
pottery, home décor and gift baskets.

Visitors may walk, drive or take the
shuttle bus over to “The Loop” area of
the Reservation between 1 and 4 p.m.
for a complimentary horse-drawn car-
riage ride through the park, weather
permitting.

After 2:30 p.m., a variety of activities
will be held at the Watchung Stable,
located at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside.

The activities will include a petting
zoo, lead line horse rides, children’s

crafts, holiday singers, barn tours, as
well as demonstrations by the Watchung
Mounted Drill Team, the Union County
Sheriff’s K-9 unit and Union County’s
bomb squad robot.

The event features children’s finger-
printing and D-Chips, an additional
digital child-identification service from
the Union County Police Department.

The celebration will culminate with
the 5 p.m. lighting of a 40-foot-tall
Christmas tree and a Chanukah
Menorah.

The Watchung Stable Auxiliary will
sell refreshments. Youngsters also will
have an opportunity to visit Santa Claus,
Mrs. Claus and their elves. Families are
welcome to take their children’s pic-
tures with Santa. Additionally, visitors
are asked to bring an item of dry or
canned food or a new, unwrapped toy to
Watchung Stable in lieu of an admis-
sion fee. All items collected will be
distributed through local charities.

Union County employees will con-
tribute to the charity drive by taking
part in an inter-office competition.
County government departments have
selected and will decorate “themed
trees” with items such as hats, scarves,
mittens and socks, dolls, sports toys
and school supplies.

Visitors will be able to vote for their
favorite tree. All items and the trees
themselves will be distributed to fami-
lies through the Union County Depart-
ment of Human Services’ annual holi-
day toy drive.

For more information about the
Union County Holiday Lights Celebra-
tion, the horse-drawn carriage rides
and the nature craft show, call the De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and Fa-
cilities at (908) 527-4900, the Watchung
Stable at (908) 789-3665 or Trailside
Nature and Science Center at (908)
789-3670.

AREA — The Somerset County
Business Partnership will host “An
Afternoon of Comedy” at its “Fifth
Friday Friars Leadership Luncheon”
tomorrow, November 30. New Jersey
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21) of Westfield will provide the co-
medic entertainment.

Mr. Bramnick has won the Funni-
est Lawyer in New Jersey contest at
Rascals Comedy Club and continues
to hold the title to this day. He also
serves as a comedy auctioneer on
behalf of non-profit organizations,
including the American Red Cross,
the Diabetes Foundation of New Jer-
sey, the AIDS benefits committee,
World Trade Center victims, League
of Women Voters, the Boy Scouts of
America, the New Jersey Symphony
and other charities.

The “Fifth Friday Friars Leader-

ship Luncheon” will be held at
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club of
Bedminster Township from noon to
1:30 p.m. For more information, visit
scbp.org.

Douglas Donates
To FOP Organization
WESTFIELD — Douglas Cosmet-

ics in Westfield will donate 10 per-
cent of sales made on Wednesday,
December 5, between 7 and 9 p.m., to
The International FOP Association
(IFOPA), a nonprofit support organi-
zation for families dealing with a rare
genetic condition known as
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva
(FOP). Shoppers can enjoy a glass of
wine while shopping for holiday gifts.

Open daily until 10pm
Join us for Complimentary Wine Samplings

every Tuesday and Friday from 5-8pm

23 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-232-5050
www.coolvines.com

WINE SHOPPING.
MADE EASY.

   

For more information, and to enroll in a Community 

CCRx plan, visit www.CommunityCCRx.com

or call 1-866-684-5353 (TTY/TDD users call 

1-866-684-5351), 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., everyday.

© 2007 MemberHealth, LLC (S5803_07P0155_V1) (11/2007)

  When it comes to

Medicare 
        Part D,

               we’re committed to 
     meeting your needs 

and earning 
your trust.

That’s why Community CCRxSM has been rated #1 in customer satisfaction 

among Medicare Part D enrollees.* Our CCRx-powered plans are built on the 

belief that the best way to make sure our members are satisfied is to build 

and support the bond they have with the community pharmacists they know 

and trust. Combine this philosophy with our outstanding plan features such as 

no, or low, co-pays and deductibles, and you’ll see why over a million members 

have come to trust Community CCRx for their prescription drug needs.

* Sources: According to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) annual 
Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems survey; study date: 2007. 
Strategic Consumer Research Inc. conducted  an independent national study of 600 

  CCRx members and 600 competitor members in the same areas; study date: May 2007.   

The Community CCRx Medicare Prescription Drug Plan is offered by Pennsylvania Life
  Insurance Company and American Progressive Life & Health Insurance Company of 
  New York, which are contracted with the Federal government.

The NSA Warns of Delays
In Processing Tax Refunds

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – The Na-
tional Society of Accountants (NSA)
said that because of “foot-dragging”
by both the Bush Administration and
Congress, the 2007 tax rules are still
up in the air even as the holidays
approach. NSA announced that law-
makers have yet to pass legislation
that would save 20 million taxpayers
from the Alternative Minimum Tax
(AMT) and extend favorable tax pro-
visions due to expire this year.

According to the NSA, “the prob-
lem is simple.”

The IRS said it needs 10 weeks
following the signing of new legisla-
tion to re-program its computer sys-
tems to reflect the changes.

For example, if new legislation is
signed into law on December 15, the
earliest date the IRS may be able to
accept tax returns for processing
would be February 23, 2008. Normal
processing would take weeks in most
cases, and refunds would not get to

taxpayers until at least the beginning
of March.

“This is a very frustrating situation
for everyone,” Andrew Morehead,
president of the NSA, said.

“The IRS is especially frustrated –
the agency doesn’t make the law; it
just has to implement the rules,” he
added.

Mr. Morehead says, “Be prepared.
This is not the year to count on an
early tax refund. Plan to handle your
expenses, especially holiday gift
shopping expenses, without it. When
your refund finally does arrive, you’ll
have some extra cash.”

According to the NSA, without the
expected legislation, about 23 mil-
lion Americans will pay hundreds or
thousands of dollars more in taxes
because more income will be subject
to the AMT tax provisions, and mil-
lions more will be caught by other
expiring provisions Mr. Morehead
said, “Even if you do not have suffi-
cient income to be affected by the
AMT, your refund may be delayed
because you claim deductions or cred-
its that are affected by the AMT pro-
visions, such as the credit for depen-
dent and child-care expenses.”

The NSA has stated that, “If Con-
gress does not act, some of the popu-
lar tax provisions set to expire or
change at the end of this year include
ending the deductibility of college
tuition and fees, eliminating the elec-
tion to deduct state and local sales
taxes and ending deductions for class-
room supplies for teachers.

“[Next year] is an election year, and
Congress will almost certainly act to
extend most of these laws and avoid an
AMT disaster. But it appears increas-
ingly likely that there will be a tax
return processing disaster that is un-
avoidable,” said Mr. Morehead. “Quali-
fied tax preparers will continually moni-
tor the situation and should be able to
advise taxpayers on any tax law changes
as soon as legislation is passed.”

For more information on NSA, see
nsacct.org or call (800) 966-6679.
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Miller-Cory to Offer
Gingerbread Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, invites area
families to “Gingerbread Sunday” on
December 2 from 1:30 to 4 p.m.

Throughout the afternoon, chil-
dren will hear stories about the Gin-
gerbread Man, learn about ginger-
root and make a gingerbread house
to take home. Light refreshments
will be served. Reservations are re-
quired for this program. To register,
call the museum office weekdays
between 9 a.m. and noon at (908)
232-1776. The fee is $4 per child;
adults will be admitted for free.

Visitors also are invited Sunday to
stop by the museum’s gift shop, which
is stocked with a variety of Colonial
reproductions, books, toys and crafts.

Celebration of the holidays will con-
tinue at the Miller-Cory House Mu-
seum with “Polish Christmas Cus-
toms” on Sunday, December 9, and
“Christmas Traditions – Red and Green
Rule!” on Sunday, December 16.

Mr. Goldberg to Speak
On Discount NYC Fare

WESTFIELD – Howard Goldberg,
president and founder of the New
York City sightseeing organization
“Adventure on a Shoestring,” will
speak at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Wednesday, December 5.

Mr. Goldberg will discuss “How to
Enjoy New York City Inexpensively
and Imaginatively” starting at 7 p.m.
His presentation will include infor-
mation on holiday activities in New
York City.

Since launching his organization
in 1963, Mr. Goldberg has been re-
searching inexpensive ways to enjoy
the Big Apple. He has been featured
on radio and television programs for
his presentations, which cover free
theatrical shows, budget restaurants
and museums.

Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders are invited to
attend. The Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, located at 550 East Broad Street,
will sponsor the program. It hosts a
variety of adult and children’s pro-
grams throughout the year. For more
information about this program or to
register, call (908) 789-4090, exten-
sion no. 4140.

MR. AND MRS. SHEEHAN R. MURPHY
(She is the former Miss Karen Lindsay McGuire)

Miss Karen L. McGuire
Weds Sheehan R. Murphy

Miss Karen Lindsay McGuire, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bryan M.
McGuire of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, June 16, to Sheehan R.
Murphy. He is the son of Ronald
Murphy of Mountain View, Calif. and
Mrs. Diane Murphy of Los Altos,
Calif.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at The Church of St. Ignatius Loyola
in New York City, with the Reverend
William Bergen, S.J. officiating. An
evening reception followed at the “21”
Club, also in New York City.

Mrs. Gretchen McAuley of South
Boston, Mass., a friend of the bride
and formerly of Westfield, was the
matron of honor. The bridal atten-
dants included Mrs. Meghan
Cookerly of Edison and Dr. Sharon
Gambino of Silver Spring, Md., both
friends of the bride and formerly of
Westfield; Ms. Jessica McGuire of
New York City, cousin of the bride;
Ms. Kerin Flatley of Atlanta, Ga.
and Mrs. Lauren Seminara of West
New York, friends of the bride; Mrs.
Analia McGuire of Hoboken, sister-
in-law of the bride, and Ms. Meaghan
Murphy of Mill Valley, Calif., sister
of the bridegroom.

William Stasiewicz of San Diego,
Calif., a friend of the bridegroom,
was the best man. Serving as grooms-
men were Sean Murphy of San Fran-
cisco, Calif., Shannon Murphy of
Oakland, Calif. and Sheridan Murphy
of Sunnyvale, Calif., all brothers of
the bridegroom; David Guttmann of
Chino Hills, Calif., John Molise of
St. Louis, Mo. and Colin Schopbach
of Pensacola, Fla., friends of the bride-
groom, and Brian McGuire of
Hoboken, brother of the bride.

A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride was awarded dual
Bachelor of Science degrees in Mar-
keting and Information Systems from
Fairfield University in Fairfield,

Conn. in 2000. She is employed as an
assistant vice president for GAMCO
Investors, Inc. in Rye, N.Y.

The bridegroom, a 1993 graduate of
Gunn High School in Palo Alto, Calif.,
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Economics from San Diego State Uni-
versity in San Diego, Calif. in 2000. He
is vice president of National Accounts
for Yesmail, Inc. in New York City.

Mrs. Bonnie Geissler, a friend of the
bride’s family, and the bridal atten-
dants hosted a bridal shower in April at
the Geissler home in Westfield. The
wedding weekend in New York City
included a bridal attendants’ luncheon
held at Opia and a rehearsal dinner at
Fiamma Osteria hosted by the parents
of the bridegroom.

Following a wedding trip to Italy,
the couple resides in Hoboken.

HEARTFELT THANKS…The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad expressed
appreciation to the Westfield Service League for the grant the league awarded to
the squad. This grant enabled the squad to purchase new equipment, including
scoop stretchers, portable suction units and automatic external defibrillators
used for training purposes. Pictured are Francie Gibbons of the Westfield Service
League and Kirk Fleming of the rescue squad. Cannonball House Set

For Sunday Festivities
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn

Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors on Sunday, Decem-
ber 2, from 2 to 4 p.m. during the
township holiday celebration and
lighting of the Christmas tree.

Festive decorations will adorn the
circa 1750 farmhouse museum, which
is maintained by the Historical Soci-
ety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
Admission is free. This will be the
museum’s final activity for the year.
It will reopen on Sunday, March 2.

Caregivers to Gather
Monday at St. Helen’s
WESTFIELD – A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, December 3, at 8 p.m. in
the parish center of St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield. Meetings
are held on the first non-holiday
Monday of each month. These are
information and sharing sessions.
For more information, call Marilyn
Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Westfield Attorney to Speak
On Naturalization Process

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a free
seminar on the naturalization process
on Wednesday, December 5, at 7:30
p.m. Laurie Woog, a local immigra-
tion attorney, will discuss the current
process for obtaining United States
citizenship and upcoming changes to
the testing requirements.

Ms. Woog also will answer ques-
tions concerning the advantages of
applying for naturalization; eligibil-
ity and documentation requirements;
grounds of inadmissibility; disability
exemptions and other areas of immi-
gration law.

Ms. Woog attended Harvard Uni-
versity and Northeastern University
School of Law, completed a federal
judicial clerkship and was an adjunct
faculty member at the University of
Wisconsin Law School. Her practice
in Westfield focuses solely on immi-
gration and naturalization law.

This program is geared toward legal

permanent residents eligible for citi-
zenship; those who have applied and
are experiencing difficulties with their
application, or those seeking to learn
more about naturalization requirements.

Advance registration is encouraged.
Those interested in attending are asked
to call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org
with their name and telephone num-
ber to reserve a spot. The presentation
will be held in the library’s Commu-
nity Room. All programs at the library
are free and open to everyone. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more information or direc-
tions, call (908) 322-5007.

Mountainside to Light
Tree This Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE –On Saturday,
December 1, the annual lighting of
the Mountainside Christmas Tree will
take place at dusk around 4:30 p.m.
The tree is located next to the
Mountainside Rescue Squad build-
ing at the corner of New Providence
Road and Route 22, East.

The decorating of the tree has been
organized and funded by community
volunteers from the Lions Club, with
assistance from the Mountainside Fire
Department. At the ceremony, Mayor
Robert Viglianti will officially light
the tree, and scouts will sing carols.
The Mountainside Historic Preserva-
tion Committee will sell hot choco-
late and desserts.

 There also will be a special visit by
Santa Claus for the children. For more
information, call the Mountainside
Recreation Department at (908) 232-
0015 or visit mountainside-nj.com/
recreation.htm.

Holiday Activities on Tap
For Area Senior Citizens

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will offer
three holiday programs for area se-
nior citizens.

A Hanukkah luncheon is set for
Monday, December 3, at 11 a.m. Mu-
sical performer Tuvia will provide
entertainment. The cost is $7.50 for
JCC members and $8.50 for non-mem-
bers. Advance registration by Sunday,
December 2, is requested.

On Wednesday, December 5, War-
ren Schein will present an 11 a.m.
concert entitled “From Broadway to
the Borscht Belt.” It will highlight
music and comedy routines from
Broadway’s Golden Age and the hey-
day of the Catskills hotel circuit.

Advance registration by Monday,

December 3, is requested. Admission
is free for JCC members and $5 for
others. Lunch will be available after
the concert for $1.75 per person. This
concert is dedicated to the memory of
Herman Forman and is made possible
by donations to the JCC’s Senior Adult
Services Department in his memory.

A New Year’s party will be held on
Wednesday, December 19, at 11 a.m.
Pianist and singer Joan Streit will
entertain with songs spanning the
1920s to modern day. A luncheon
will follow the concert. Advance reg-
istration by Friday, December 14, is
requested. The cost is $3 for JCC
members and $5 for non-members.
For reservations or more details, con-
tact Nan Statton at nstatton@jccnj.org
or (908) 889-8800, extension no. 207,
or visit jccnj.org online.

Synagogue to Conduct
Coat Drive on Dec. 9
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El

will accept donations of gently used
coats for the needy through the New
Jersey Cares Annual Drive on Sunday,
December 9, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Donations of coats only may be
dropped off in the temple parking lot at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Donations should not be dropped off at
any other time. For more details, con-
tact Carolyn Shane, executive director,
at (908) 232-6770 or cshane@tewnj.org
or visit tewnj.org online.

When’s the best time
to give your parents all       

�

Today, at

�they deserve?

Assisted Living

�

Equal Housing Opportunity

Call 908-580-3824
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

9000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Your parents deserve the best that life has to offer. If your parents are no longer able
to care for themselves or their home, or if they’re becoming more isolated, it’s time to
consider Park Place. We offer upscale Assisted Living for those who are used to the finer
things in life. Residents enjoy superior amenities and many opportunities for socializa-
tion within a close-knit, friendly community. Plus, with personalized healthcare options,
you can rest assured that your parents will receive the best care possible. Visit us today
and find out why more people are choosing Park Place at Fellowship Village.

Suites now available for 
Short-term Respite or Long-term Placement

• Registered Nurses on-site 24 hours/day
• Physician, Nurse Practitioner & other Specialists on-site

• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Services
• Separate Medicare Certified Skilled Nursing & Rehab on-site

Join our New “C Reiki Circle”….. a chance for those challenged with cancer to meet 
and unite as one, while meditating and having Reiki channeled to each person 

individually and as a group.  This circle will uplift and encourage, without discussing 
the downfalls of cancer.  There is an energy offering of $15.00 per person. 

First meeting:  Wednesday, December 12, 2007 @ 7:00 PM 

* Reiki (for humans & their dogs);  
* Stone Reiki Sessions;  
* Long Distance Reiki Sessions; 
* Meditations; 
* Seminars; 
* Spiritual Advisory Sessions; 
* Angel Card Readings. 

    Gift Certificates Available!!    
  Visa & Mastercard Accepted.

Caly Lehrer, Reiki Master & Spiritual Advisor
PO Box 492, Scotch Plains, NJ  |  908-222-0790  |  www.PeaceByPeace.net 

Thinking about locking-in
your heating oil price?
Talk to Petro first.

Switch to the Petro Ceiling Plan and protect your oil price now.
The Petro Ceiling Plan can help you protect your oil price now and hopefully 
take advantage of lower oil prices in the future. 

Serving our neighbors for over 100 years.
Petro is the country’s leading provider of home heating oil, so we can support all of your 
heating and cooling needs better than any other oil company. Plus, we live and work 
where you do, so we’re always here when you need us — 24/7, all year.

For more information on how we can help you with your 

home heating needs, call 866.526.8822.

petro.com

Ceiling Plan requires automatic delivery. Subject to credit approval and change without notice; additional terms and conditions may apply. Nassau Lic. No. H3600630000. 
Suffolk Lic. Nos. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 678944. CT Lic. No. S1-386512/HOD-183. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2007 Petro.  P_07165
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Willow Grove Presbyterian
Posts Upcoming Programs

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to attend
several events that will take place
during December. Located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, the
church is opposite the south side
firehouse and is handicap-accessible.

A Family Christmas Celebration
will be held on Saturday, December
1, from 4 to 7 p.m. Participants will
have an opportunity to make Christ-
mas ornaments and Advent wreaths,
decorate gingerbread houses and sing
Christmas carols.

A dinner of pizza, salad and dessert
will be provided. The cost is $5 per
person or $15 per family to cover
supplies and dinner. Children age 5
and under may attend for free. Reser-
vations are appreciated. For reserva-
tions or more details, call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
willowgrovechurch.org online.

On Monday, December 3, the Wil-
low Grove Gad-abouts will travel to
the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for
the annual Christmas extravaganza.
Group members will dine at the play-
house and be treated to a musical
program. Carpools will be arranged
and will leave at 10 a.m. to arrive at
the theater by 11 a.m. for reserved
seating.  The cost is $57. The ex-
pected return time is 4:30 p.m.  For
information, call Barbara Couphos at
(908) 322-7892.

A Medical Qi Gong Meditation class
will be offered on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the

church’s Ryno Hall and on Saturdays,
January 5, February 2 and March 1,
from 10:30 a.m. to noon in the lounge.

 Free and open to everyone, Medi-
cal Qi Gong is a course of meditation
exercises. Willow Grove member
Margo Mann will lead the classes,
which will be an initial demonstration
of the practical benefits of Medical Qi
Gong. Participants are asked to be
punctual, as once this class begins
it cannot be interrupted for its dura-
tion.  For more details, contact Ms.
Mann at (908) 757-2495 or
jermar107@themannfamily.org.

Presbyterian Church Plans
Advent-Christmas Events

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield has announced
its upcoming Advent and Christmas
programs. All are invited to attend
each of these events.

The programs will begin from 5 to
7 p.m. on Sunday, December 2, with
the annual tree lighting and live na-
tivity, which will be held on the front
lawn of the church, located at the
corner of West Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue.

The live nativity will feature a re-
enactment of the Christmas story with
actors portraying Mary, Joseph, the
wise men, and shepherds. Live ani-
mals, available for petting, will com-
plete the scene. A special holiday
music ensemble and chorus will lead
a carol sing. Following the tree light-
ing, all are invited to enjoy refresh-
ments in the church’s Assembly Hall,
located at the parking lot entrance at
the rear of the church.

Weekly Advent prayer services will
be held on Tuesdays from 7 to 7:30
p.m. in the church chapel on Decem-
ber 4, 11 and 18.

Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade are invited to an Advent
Adventure on Wednesday, December
5, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Assembly
Hall. The children will be able to make
a crèche and “meet” Mary, Joseph and
others who were there the day Christ
was born. Dinner will be included. The
cost is $5 per child and advance reser-

vations are required. To register, call
the church office at (908) 233-0301.

The Chancel Choir, led by new
Director of Music Jason Klein, will
hold its annual carol service on Sun-
day, December 16, at 7 p.m. in the
church sanctuary. The theme of this
year’s concert will be “Carols around
the World.”

Joining the choir will be musicians
on harp, classical guitar, marimba
and vibraphone as well as the Chan-
cel Organ. Prelude music will begin
at 6:50 p.m. played by Vincent Carr,
associate organist at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in New-
ark. Admission is free.

A Family Christmas Eve service will
be held on Monday, December 24, at 5
p.m. It will include a children’s pageant
and a nativity tableau comprised of the
church’s youth members. The com-
bined children’s choirs will perform
special carols during the service.

Additionally on Christmas Eve,
identical candlelight services with
communion will be held at 8 and 11
p.m. in the main sanctuary. The Chan-
cel Choir will sing and the handbell
choir will ring bells at both services.
The congregation will sing traditional
carols interspersed with readings of
Christmas gospel passages.

For more information about any of
these events, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301 or visit the church’s
website at westfieldpc.org.

Thrift Shop to Conduct
Holiday Sale Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Service League (WSL) thrift shop,
located downstairs at 114 Elmer
Street in Westfield, will hold its
biggest sale of the year on Saturday,
December 1. Thousands of holiday
items, including new toys, clothing
and bric-a-brac, will be available at
discounted prices.

Due to the large volume of mer-
chandise, shop racks and shelves
will be replenished throughout the
day. The thrift shop will open at 9
a.m. and will close at 4 p.m. In
preparation for this sale, the thrift
shop is holding sales of up to 50
percent off on items in the shop.

The league also operates a con-
signment shop on the upper level of
the premises, which currently is run-
ning sales of up to 75 percent off on
certain items. This shop also will
open at 9 a.m. on December 1.

Both shops carry men’s, women’s
and children’s clothing and a newly
expanded teen section featuring
clothing as well as shoes, books,
toys, household items, jewelry and
holiday gift selections.

Both shops are open Tuesday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. For further information, call the
thrift shop at (908) 233-2530 or the
consignment shop at (908) 232-1223.

Torah Center Announces
Local Menorah Lightings

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center has revealed the dates
for four menorah lighting ceremonies
in celebration of Chanukah. Live mu-
sic, refreshments and “Chanukah Gelt”
will be available at all four events.
Chanukah, known as the Festival of
Lights, will begin at sundown on Tues-
day, December 4, and continue through
Wednesday, December 11.

A menorah lighting ceremony will
be held December 4 at 7 p.m. in
downtown Westfield at the train sta-
tion on North Avenue. The Scotch
Plains menorah will be lit Thursday,
December 6, at 7 p.m. on the Village
Green adjacent to the municipal build-
ing on Park Avenue.

The Mountainside menorah light-
ing is set for Sunday, December 9, at
5 p.m. in front of the municipal build-
ing at Route 22, East, and New Provi-
dence Road. In Cranford, the menorah
lighting will take place on Monday,
December 10, at 7 p.m. opposite the
municipal building near the gazebo.

Additionally, the Torah Center will
present a “Torah Tots Chanukah Jew-
ish Story and Crafts Hour” for chil-
dren ages 3 to 5. The program will be
held on Sunday, December 2, from 11
to 11:45 a.m. at the Torah Center
Hebrew School, located at Westfield
High School through the Rahway
Avenue entrance by the parking lot.
Children will hear a story, learn about
the holidays and do a related arts-
and-crafts project. Popular holiday
songs also will be taught. The fee is
$5 per child.

On Wednesday, December 5, the
Torah Center will host a Family
Chanukah Party from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. at the center, located at 509
Central Avenue in Westfield. Besides
a traditional Chanukah dinner with
latkes and pizza, there will be a per-
formance from Chaim and the
Chanukah Show, plus Chanukah gelt
and dreidles. The suggested donation
is $8 per person. Those age 3 and
under may attend for free. Reserva-

tions are preferred but not required.
The Torah Center and the Chai

Center of Millburn/Short Hills will
co-sponsor a “Chanukah on Ice” event
on Saturday, December 8, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at the Union Sports Arena
located on Route 22, West, next to
Best Buy in Union.

Participants will skate to Jewish
music while watching an ice menorah
being lit in the center of the rink.
Refreshments will be served. The cost
is $10 per person, including skates.

The Torah Center and Tzivos
Hashem will present “Professor
Pellah’s Place,” a half-hour Chanukah
television adventure show, to be aired
December 4 at 8:30 p.m. and Decem-
ber 10 at 7:30 p.m. on Comcast Cable
Channel 26.

Described as an “action-packed
drama,” the show is designed to ap-
peal to both Jewish children and those
interested in learning about Jewish
customs and ideals.

For more information on any of
these programs, call the Torah Center
at (908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Members of the Westfield Service League display a few of
the holiday decorative items that will be available during the Saturday, December
1 sale beginning at 9 a.m. at the league’s thrift shop. The consignment shop,
located upstairs from the thrift shop, also will be open for business that day. Both
shops are located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield.  Pictured, from left to right,
are: Elaine Junguenet, Kristy Bangs, thrift shop co-chairman; Faye Sobala and
Marilyn Bunting. See release on this page for more information.

FUSP to Present Programs
Regarding AIDS Awareness
WESTFIELD AREA – The First

Unitarian Society of Plainfield
(FUSP), the congregation of which
includes residents of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, will hold
a series of events to commemorate
World AIDS Day on Saturday, De-
cember 1, including two public
viewings of a panel of the AIDS Quilt.

The FUSP church is recognized as a
Welcoming Congregation by the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association for its
work toward inclusion of gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender people in all
aspects of its congregational life.

The theme for 2007 is leadership in
the fight against AIDS. The church
will take a special collection at its 10
a.m. worship service on Sunday, De-
cember 2, to benefit The Eric Johnson
House, a New Jersey facility provid-
ing HIV/AIDS housing and support-
ive services to homeless men and
women.

The 12-foot by 12-foot AIDS Quilt
panel will be displayed in the sanc-
tuary at the 10 a.m. worship service
December 2 and for two Welcoming

Congregation events.
On Tuesday, December 4, there

will be a public viewing of the AIDS
Quilt panel and a reception with light
refreshments from 6 to 7 p.m. in the
sanctuary and parish hall. From 7 to
9 p.m., a Welcoming Congregation
Workshop will be held with a par-
ticipatory panel discussion of AIDS
and HIV in 2007. Attendees are asked
to bring an article of interest about
HIV and AIDS today. Childcare will
be provided.

On Friday, December 7, there will
be another public viewing of the AIDS
Quilt panel and reception with light
refreshments from 6 to 7 p.m. in the
sanctuary and parish hall. At 7 p.m.,
the Welcoming Congregation Film
Series will continue with the AIDS-
themed documentary Silverlake Life.
A discussion will follow the screen-
ing. Childcare will be provided.

All of these events will take place
at the FUSP church, located at 724
Park Avenue in Plainfield. For direc-
tions, visit fusp.org or for more in-
formation, call (908) 756-0750.

Come See Our Large Selection of Fine Jewelry

42 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood NJ

908.322.6773
Across from Irma’s Hallmark • Ample Parking in Back Lot

Saturday, Dec. 1st
10:00 am

Royal Crown Jewelers
Family Owned & Operated

Church Invites Public
For Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, December 2. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.

Participants may walk the laby-
rinth anytime between 1 and 4 p.m.,
but are asked to begin their walk by
3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will be
held the first Sunday of every month,
unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has experienced a revival
in modern times. In Medieval times,
walking the labyrinth symbolized the
Christian pilgrimage to Jerusalem for
those who could not personally make
the journey. For more information,
call the church at (908) 276-8440.

Boy Scouts to Conduct
Holiday Wreath Sale
WESTFIELD – Boy Scouts from

Troop 77 will sell holiday wreaths as
a fundraiser. Sale dates are Saturday,
December 1, from 8:30 a.m. to noon
and Sundays, December 2 and 9,
from 9:30 a.m. to noon both days.

Homebound persons may call (908)
447-4880 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. to
arrange for delivery. The sale will take
place at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Mail a Direct Donation
When you send a direct - tax deductible donation to the address below, all proceeds are used 

to help Michele receive treatment.

National Foundation for Transplants

2560 US Highway 22, Number 208

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Donate On-Line
Donations can be made on line at www.transplants.org by conducting a patient search for 

“Marron”. NFT’s secure website will automatically allocate your donation to Michele’s Fund. 

National Foundation for Transplants

2560 US Highway 22, No. 208

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-1529

www.transplants.org

Information on Scleroderma and Making Donations 
can be found at 

www.transplants.org  Find a Patient “Marron”
We are deeply grateful for your generosity! - Michele Marron-Meyerhoff Fund-Raising Committee

INSURANCE WILL NOT PAY!
Michele has Scleroderma and needs a transplant of her OWN stem cells or she will die. 

Michele’s insurance carrier considers the procedure “unproven” even though it is proven for 

this treatment and for the treatment of other life-threatening autoimmune diseases.

On-Line donations are 

fast and secure at

www.transplants.org

Like Michele Marron-Meyerhoff, even 

WITH INSURANCE

a Life Saving Procedure is

Shop On-Line
Start your Holiday Shopping at www.buyforcharity.com or www.igive.com and choose 

National Foundation for Transplants, Michele Marron-Meyerhoff Fund as your charity 

and 2%-25% of your purchase will be donated by the merchant to Michele’s Fund. It’s as 

easy at that, and there is no cost to you.

NOT GUARANTEED!

Michele needs your help!

2005

Today

www.goleader.com
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.

Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,

whether it be for burial or cremation.

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.

Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325

908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707

908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Salvatore Aiello, 81, Merchant Marine;
Was Elizabethtown Gas Co. Retiree

Myrtle E. McIntyre, 86
Myrtle E. McIntyre, 86, a lifelong

resident of Summit, died on Sunday,
November 25, at Runnells Special-
ized Hospital of Union County in
Berkeley Heights.

A graduate of the Overlook School
of Nursing, Mrs. McIntyre had
worked at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit for 42 years as a Registered
Nurse and later as the night nursing
supervisor. She retired many years
ago. After retiring, she volunteered
for the Red Cross.

Surviving are a son, Richard
McIntyre; two daughters, Carol
Laibstain and Linda Blauvelt, and six
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
3 p.m. on Sunday, December 2, at the
United Methodist Church, 17 Kent
Place Boulevard in Summit.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County, 40
Watchung Way, Berkeley Heights,
N.J. 07922.

November 29, 2007

Beatrice ‘Betty’ Regg, 90, Homemaker;
Employed With Ocean County Services
Beatrice “Betty” Dorothy Regg,

90, of Pekin, Ill. died on Thursday,
November 22, at her residence. She
was formerly of Whiting.

Born June 21, 1917 in Millburn,
she was the daughter of William and
Eva (Ayers) Alley. Mrs. Regg was a
homemaker and formerly attended
the First Presbyterian Church in

Springfield. She had been employed
with Ocean County Services.

She married Harry Arthur Regg on
June 27, 1935 in Westfield. Mr. Regg
died in October 1978 in Virginia.

Her parents, a son, Harry Arthur
Regg, Jr., a grandson, Darrell Lee
Massey, Jr., and a sister, Lorraine
Alley, also predeceased her.

Surviving are five daughters, Lois
Wawrzeniak of Manchester, Doris
Tofteland of Luverne, Minn., Beatrice
Beecher of Arcadia, Fla., Dinah Layne
of Pekin, Ill. and Linda Prendimano
of Spring Hill, Fla.; two sons, Rich-
ard Regg of Toms River and Donald
Regg of Whiting; 22 grandchildren;
48 great-grandchildren; nine great-
great-grandchildren; 10 step-grand-
children; eight step-great-grandchil-
dren, and two brothers, the Reverend
Floyd C. Alley of Florida and
Raymond Alley of New Jersey.

A funeral service was held yester-
day, Wednesday, November 28, at
the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield. Burial was
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Heart Asso-
ciation, 3816 Paysphere Circle, Chi-
cago, Ill. 60674 or to the Alzheimer’s
Association, Central Illinois Chap-
ter, 606 West Glen Avenue, Peoria,
Ill. 61614.
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Salvatore A. Aiello, 81, of Westfield
died on Monday, November 26, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield surrounded by his
loving family.

Born and raised in Plainfield, he
attended Plainfield schools and lived
in Westfield for 60 years.

Mr. Aiello had been employed with
the service department of the
Elizabethtown Gas Co. for 36 years,
retiring in 1990.

He served as a Merchant Marine
during World War II, sailing on many
supply ships for American troops.

He was a member of American
Legion Post No. 3 of Westfield and
the Maddalonese Club of Plainfield
and was a communicant of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Mr. Aiello was the beloved hus-
band for 60 years of Rosalie Marotta
Aiello. He was the devoted father of
John Aiello and his wife, Molly;
Daniel Aiello, Sally Altman and her
husband, Stuart; Teri Bekos and her

husband, Evan, and James Aiello. He
also will be deeply missed by his 10
grandchildren, John Aiello, Jr.,
Michael Aiello, Kathleen Aiello,
Matthew Aiello, Daniel Aiello, Sara
Altman, Scott Altman, Mackenzie
Aiello, Jennifer Bekos and Evan
Bekos, Jr. Mr. Aiello will be fondly
remembered by his many nieces,
nephews and other family members.

He touched the lives and hearts of
all he met.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow, Fri-
day, November 30, at the Holy Trin-
ity Church in Westfield. Visitation
will be held from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. today, Thursday, November 29,
at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield. Burial
will take place at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the Center for Hope Hospice,
1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076.
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Sandra Battaglia, 71, Enjoyed Sports;
Was Realtor, Broker and Teacher

Sandra Joy (Windfeldt) Battaglia,
71, of Hamilton Square, N.J. passed
away Monday, November 26, at
Hamilton Continuing Care Center in
Hamilton, N.J.

Born in Plainfield, N.J., Mrs.
Battaglia was a resident
of West Windsor, N.J. for
22 years, then lived in
Bayville, N.J. for seven
years and returned to
Hamilton Square in 2001.

A graduate of Westfield
High School and Cente-
nary College, she was
employed with Weidel
Realtors of East Windsor
as a licensed Realtor and
Broker for over 17 years
and Crossroads Referral
Realty of Toms River. Mrs. Battaglia
also taught at Princeton School of
Real Estate and a real estate course at
Mercer County Community College.

She was a member of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Dutch Neck, the
Mercer County Board of Realtors, the
Hamilton and West Windsor Town-
ships Republican Committee, Sonnata
Bay Club Sharps and Flats in Bayville
and Therapy Dogs International. Sandy
was an avid Trenton Thunder, New
York Yankees and Giants fan.

Predeceased by her parents, Alan
and Marion Johnston and G. Franklin
and Ruth Windfeldt, Mrs. Battaglia is
survived by her husband, Jacob C.
Battaglia; two sons and daughters-in-

law, Geoffrey and Toni McDermott
and Stephan and Linda McDermott; a
stepdaughter and her husband, Lisa
M. and Paul Karlik; a stepson and his
wife, Louis C. and Hannah Battaglia;

a sister and brother-in-law,
Barbara and Chick Spain;
four grandchildren, Chris-
topher, Danny, Ryan and
Megan McDermott; two
s t e p - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,
Leanne and Louis Karlik;
a niece, Kimberlee
McCumber; two nephews,
Kenneth and Keith Spain,
and several grandnieces
and grandnephews.

The funeral service will
be held at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, November 30, from

the Saul Colonial Home, 3795
Nottingham Way, Hamilton Square,
N.J. with Dr. Floyd W. Churn, pastor
of the First Presbyterian Church of
Dutch Neck, officiating. Interment
will follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Family and friends may call from 6
to 8 p.m. Thursday, November 29, at
the Colonial Home.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
memory of Sandra Joy Battaglia may
be made to the Flat-Coated Retriever
Foundation, in care of Cheryl Kistner,
27941 W. Flynn Creek Drive,
Barrington, Ill. 60010.
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SHIP HAS SAILED…The Mayflower has landed at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School’s Mountainside campus. Students from Mary Ropar’s pre-kindergarten
class enjoy learning about the Mayflower hands-on in this replica ship in their
classroom.

JOHNNY ON THE SPOT…Evergreen Elementary School of Scotch Plains
students Grace Lama and Andrew Walker enjoy the festivities of Native Ameri-
can Day. During this  day, third-grade students enjoy a variety of Native American
activities and crafts, as well as snacks such as dried fruit, Johnnycakes and beef
jerky to develop an appreciation of Native American culture.

TO THE BLOODMOBILE…The bloodmobile recently visited Washington El-
ementary School in Westfield, which received the “Lifesaver Reward” for collect-
ing more than 25 units of blood during the New Jersey Blood Services Drive. As
part of the program, fourth-grade students participated in a lesson presented by
Lynne Ross from New Jersey Blood Services about the role of blood in the human
body. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Alexander Grom, Catherine
Bergin, Isabella DePalma, Kelly Travers and Rowan Oberman, and standing in
back row, Bernadette Graf, school nurse and health educator; Kevin Currie,
Matthew Osment, Benjamin Cook, Jessica Guan, Olivia Luzzi and “Bernie the
Blood Drop” (also known as Principal Andrew Perry).

Jacqueline Joan Clark, 77, Loved NYC;
Was Delta Gamma and D.A.R. Member

Jacqueline Joan Clark, 77, of Fort
Dodge, Iowa died on Thursday, No-
vember 22, at the Bickford Cottages
in Fort Dodge.

She was born September 20, 1930
in Jolley, Iowa. As a young girl, she
lived in Fort Dodge and attended Fort
Dodge schools. Her father, Paul C.
Clark, was the founder of Clark Oil
Co. and he moved his family to
Rockwell City and later to Denver,
Colo. as the Clark Oil Co. grew.

Jackie attended the University of
Colorado at Boulder, where she was
crowned Homecoming Queen. She
married George K. Helder and they
made their home in the New Jersey
area. The couple later divorced.
Jackie then moved to New York
City and lived there for 25 years.
She moved back to Fort Dodge in
July 2007.

She was a member of the Delta
Gamma Sorority and the New York
chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. Jackie loved living in
New York City.

Surviving are her children, David
G. Helder, Paul E. Helder and Holly
A. Helder, all of the San Francisco,
Calif. area, and her grandsons,
Michael James Alfieri and Andrew
Clark Alfieri. Jackie also is survived
by many friends and loved ones.

There will be no services. Inter-
ment will be in the Fairmount Mau-
soleum in Denver, Colo.

The Gunderson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services in Fort Dodge is
handling the arrangements.

Memorials may be made to:
Crossnore School, Inc., P.O. Box 249,
Crossnore, N.C. 28616.
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Vincenza Abbruscato
Vincenza Mannino Abbruscato, 97,

of Fanwood died on Wednesday, No-
vember 21, at the Francis E. Parker
Memorial Home in Piscataway.

Born and raised in Westfield, she
had lived there until moving to
Fanwood in 1967.

Mrs. Abbruscato was predeceased
by her husband, Frank N. Abbruscato,
in 2006.

Surviving are her son, John
Abbruscato; two daughters, Concetta
Fendley and Rosalie Goodwin; her
brother, Vincent Mannino; her sister,
Concetta Ferrara; 12 grandchildren
and 13 great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
November 24, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Entombment took place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Greater New Jersey Chapter, 400
Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville,
N.J. 07834 (www.alznj.org). For ad-
ditional information or to express
condolences, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Teresa A. Itri, 96
Teresa A. Itri, 96, of Fanwood died

on Sunday, November 18, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in New York City, she also
had lived in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn,
N.Y. before moving to Fanwood.

Miss Itri was one of the first female
auditors in the insurance field and
while working for 45 years for Com-
mercial Union Insurance Company
in New York she helped to train many
future auditors. She retired 20 years
ago.

She was predeceased by a brother,
Dr. Francis Itri.

Surviving are a nephew, John Itri; a
niece, Dr. Loretta Itri, and two great-
nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, November 24, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to one’s local rescue squad.
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Christmas House Tour Set
In Area Historic District

AREA – “An Old Fashioned
Christmas” house tour through
Plainfield’s Van Wyck Brooks His-
toric District will take place on Sun-
day, December 9, from 2 to 7 p.m.

Residents of this National Regis-
ter historic district have put together
a tour of 11 homes, featuring lavish
decorating, restoration stories, pe-
riod architecture spanning 200
years, a look at an in-progress reno-
vation of a 10-bedroom mansion
into a bed-and-breakfast inn, an-
tique ornaments, embellished
mantles, a late 19th-century stained
glass dome, a converted 1897 car-
riage house and a baby boomer ranch
house with original features from
its 1956 kitchen. Participants will
even get to see medallions at a Tu-
dor mansion appropriately adorned
for Christmas with holly and ivy.

This will be the debut Christmas
tour presented by this neighborhood

group of volunteers, who have held
12 other house tours to date. Tickets
will be $25 on the day of the tour
and will be available from 1:30 to
5:30 p.m. at 935 Central Avenue in
Plainfield.

Advance sale tickets are $20,
available at Swain Galleries, 703
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield or
by mail by logging onto
vanwyckbrookshistoricdistrict.blogspot.com
for ticket purchase instructions, di-
rections and general information.
Payment must be made with cash or
check only for both advance sale
and same day tickets.

Alice Mary Fink, 91, Cherished Family;
Active With Scouts and Senior Citizens
Alice Mary Fink, nee Fike, passed

away on Tuesday, November 27,
2007, with her family by her side.
She was 91.

Alice was born November 16, 1916
at home in Bloomfield, N.J. to Rose
Eulalia Shepard and Roy Emmitt Fike,
and was raised in Plainfield, N.J. She
lost her hearing at the age of 2, which
lead to her attendance at the Newark
School for the Deaf. She also at-
tended Plainfield Beauty Culture
School. Her father owned a car deal-
ership in North Plainfield, which en-
abled her to become one of the first
hearing disabled people to drive.

Alice married and lived in Plainfield
until moving with her husband and
children to Westfield in 1968. She
later resided with her daughter’s fam-
ily in Hunterdon County. She was
active in the Girl Scouts and with
Westfield Senior Citizens and at-
tended St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church.

During her lifetime, she was em-
ployed with Mogey’s Optics, Sani-

tary Products, Martha Lorton Can-
dies and Wycoff Printing. She loved
to sing, dance and read. Alice was a
devoted mother and grandmother who
loved and was loved dearly.

She was preceded in death by her
brother, Robert; her sister, Helen; her
husband, George E. Fink, II, and her
son, George E. Fink, III.

She is survived by her daughter and
son-in-law, Ginger and John Dodd;
her granddaughter, Jennifer L. of Sil-
ver Spring, Md., and her grandson,
Brian S. of Fairfax, Va.

Friends and family are invited to
call from 9 to 10 a.m. on Saturday,
December 1, at the Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
A funeral service will take place at 10
a.m. Interment will immediately fol-
low at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Memorial contributions can be
made to Briteside Adult Care, 16 San-
dhill Road, Flemington, N.J. 08822.
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GREETINGS…Above, Pilgrim Jack
Cristobal greets Native American Zoe
Vasquez during the Thanksgiving gath-
ering.

SP Students Enjoy
Thanksgiving Gathering

SCOTCH PLAINS – Children in
the Jump Start Pre-K classes at
Brunner and Evergreen Elementary

Schools in Scotch Plains participated
in a Thanksgiving gathering at
Brunner School on November 13.

The children prepared for the event
by learning about how the Pilgrims
and Native Americans lived.

Brunner students attended the gath-
ering as Native Americans. They
crafted items to wear similar to what
the Native Americans may have worn
to the first Thanksgiving celebration.

Evergreen students crafted hats and
white collars to emulate Pilgrim at-
tire. Each class shared songs and po-
ems about the group it represented
and each group prepared food to share.
The students made a colonial-type
wreath to take home to their families
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Brunner Hosts Young
Audiences New Jersey
SCOTCH PLAINS – Brunner El-

ementary School in Scotch Plains
hosted an assembly featuring Young
Audiences New Jersey on Novem-
ber 5.

The Brunner PTA presented the
musical play Maggie McGee and the
Good Character Bandwagon, created
by Surflight Theatre. The production
highlighted many of the ideas and
themes focused on during the Week
of Respect and throughout the year –
trustworthiness, respect, responsibil-
ity, fairness, caring and citizenship.

As described by Young Audiences
New Jersey, “Maggie McGee is sick
and tired of rudeness, disrespect and
bad manners. Armed with her
friendly smile and awesome attitude,
Maggie begins her quest to help ev-
erybody climb aboard the band-
wagon of good character and ride
the road to responsibility.”

The cast of seven captivated the audi-
ence of kindergartner through fourth-
grade students. “All of our students
enjoyed this performance immensely.
They continue to refer to the good
messages this troupe imparted,” said
Jodi Frank, principal of Brunner School.

Community/Education News

Sandra Battaglia
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K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

I N FO RM AT ION S E S S ION

By Reservation Only. RSVP by December 4, 2007

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ 07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

908.273.0900 x 269 

You’re invited to experience 
an atmosphere of trust, 

freedom and caring for 
preschool girls and boys.

Nursery & Pre-K Program
For Girls and Boys

Thursday, December 6, 2007, 9-11 a.m.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

I N FO RM AT ION S E S S ION S

By Reservation Only. RSVP by December 4, 2007

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

908.273.0900 x 269 for Primary School (Grades K-5)

x 254 for Middle School (Grades 6 & 7)

You’re invited to experience 
a school where girls are focused, 

self-reliant, and leading the way.

Primary School (Grades K-5)
Middle School (Grades 6 & 7)

Thursday, December 6, 2007, 9-11 a.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

FOUNDING-FATHER FIGURE…David Heller, vice principal and alumnus of
Franklin Elementary School in Westfield, came to the Scholastic PTO Book Fair
on November 3 dressed up as Benjamin Franklin himself. Children enjoyed
listening to the author/inventor/politician read.

Cranford PD, School Team
Up to Win $90,000 Grant

PIANO PERFORMANCE…Alejandro
Vollbrechthausen, the son of Alejandro
and Lucila Vollbrechthausen of
Westfield, performs a rendition of
“Tango” during the Lower School Caba-
ret on November 6 at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison. Alejandro
is a fifth grader at the co-educational,
college-preparatory school.

STOP, DROP...Earlier in the month, the Fanwood Fire Department visited
Westminster preschoolers. Fanwood Fire Official Tom Scalera, after teaching
the children about fire safety, gave tours of the fire truck. The preschoolers
assisted in spraying the fire hose, learned how to call 911 in emergencies and
practiced “Stop, Drop and Roll.” Westminster Preschool is located at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church on Martine Avenue.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Student Says It is Hard
To Find Sports Role Models

By NATHAN VERRILLI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The late-game home run, the bone-
crushing hit and the buzzer shot pro-
vide the adrenaline rush in every sport-
ing event. These are the moments that
make playing and watching sports a
cornerstone of my life.

As an avid sports fan, however, I
have found it increasingly hard to
find a role model in today’s sports
world. The public and the press focus
on the misbehavior and negative im-
ages of many athletes rather than the
good deeds performed by other ath-
letes.

I am sure many baseball fans know
that Alex Rodriguez won the AL Most
Valuable Player award for 2007, but
how many of these fans could re-
member that Bill Hall, shortstop for
the Milwaukee Brewers, won the
Roberto Clemente award for his char-
ity work and donations to inner-city
children through the RBI (Returning
Baseball to the Inner-cities) Program
and other youth organizations?

In recent years, it seems that the
world of sports has been full of noth-
ing but horrifying scandals such as
steroids in baseball, gambling in bas-
ketball, and dog fighting in football.

Media coverage on these subjects
has been extensive, but there are other
stories that deserve as much, if not
more, attention. Last year, two Bos-
ton Red Sox players were diagnosed
with cancer, third baseman Mike
Lowell and pitcher Jon Lester.

These two warriors prove that
people, even when confronted with
seemingly unsurpassable obstacles,
are willing to fight just to do what
they love.

After their struggles, both fully re-
covered and went on to help the Red
Sox win the 2007 World Series, with
Lowell receiving the World Series
MVP award.

In the postseason, Lester was 1-0
with a 1.93 ERA through 9 1/3 in-
nings, and Lowell had 18 hits, two

homers, 15 RBI and a .353 batting
average.

Their contributions were enormous
and carried the team through the play-
offs. I find it obvious that a feel-good
story like this is worthy of more no-
tice than one that covers Mike Tyson’s
arrest for possession of cocaine.

In the troubled world that we live
in, it is important to find an enjoyable
diversion from the problems of the
world. Sports can provide that diver-
sion.

Many people may suggest that the
character of the athletes and the
amount of money used invalidates
the enjoyment factor of sports.

These attitudes would change if we
focused on stories that show that or-
ganizations can make a difference in
the lives of those who need it most.

Last winter Willie Randolph, the
New York Mets manager, donated $1
million in food and baseball supplies
to Ghana in order to support strug-
gling villages in this West African
country.

Despite the fact that the Mets spent
119 times that in signing their
centerfielder, perhaps these acts of
charity will continue if the press and
we, who devour their stories, could
find as much interest in stories like
this instead of Barry Bonds’ indict-
ment.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if sports
could use the billion-dollar annual
revenue they produce to fund addi-
tional humanitarian-aid projects?

Nobody wants to read only about
some goody-two-shoes player who
never breaks any rules; fans love a
rebel, but I am tired of reading about
what thugs all athletes are.

Like all people, some athletes are
upstanding and moral, and some are
liars and cheaters. However, it would
be better to occasionally mix stories
of good behavior in with the usual
tales of horror.

Nathan Verrilli is a student at
Cranford High School.

St. Bart’s Academy
Plans Santa Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew Academy (SBA) will
hold its annual breakfast with Santa
this Saturday, December 1, from 9
a.m. to noon at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains.

Tickets are $10 for adults and $6
for children and include crafts, face
painting and a photo with Santa Claus.
Anyone interested should make a res-
ervation by contacting Connie Del
Negro at connielady@comcast.net.

CRANFORD — Cranford’s police
department and board of education
recently teamed up to win a $90,000
Safe Routes to School Grant (SRTS).

The SRTS, distributed by the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) in coordination with federal
officials, is designed to “assist com-
munities in developing and imple-
menting projects that encourage walk-
ing and bicycling to school while
enhancing the safety of these trips,”
according to the DOT’s website.

Cranford applied for the SRTS
Grant funding this past December. It
enlisted the support of Detective Ed-
ward Davenport, Jr. of the traffic divi-
sion and Stephen Izzo, the school
district’s manager of grants and spe-
cial programs.

The two prepared a grant applica-
tion that addressed three SRTS plat-
forms — education, encouragement
and engineering — with an emphasis
on improved engineering and infra-
structure.

“Only if parents and pedestrians
alike see walking and biking as safe
alternatives, can we increase the num-
ber of students traveling this healthier
way,” said Mr. Izzo.

Cranford became one of 29 com-

munities to win the grant out of the
274 that applied.

“[Specifically],” Detective Daven-
port said, “the SRTS Grant will en-
able Cranford to improve its 13.5
miles of bikeways, upgrade school
crosswalks and create sidewalk and
sidewalk extensions on school-adja-
cent passages, which will improve
usability and safety for all bikers and
pedestrians — not just those travel-
ing to school.”

For more information on Cranford’s
SRTS grant and programs, contact
Detective Davenport at (908) 272-
2222 or Mr. Izzo at (908) 709-6207.

Wardlaw School Reveals
First Quarter Honor Roll

AREA – Rhona Eserner, Upper
School headmaster at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, has an-
nounced the names of Westfield and
Scotch Plains residents named to the
regular honor roll and honor roll with
distinction for the first quarter of the
2007-2008 academic year.

To qualify for the honor roll with
distinction, students must obtain a
grade-point average of 93 or higher,
with no individual grade below a “B.”
To qualify for the regular honor roll,
students must earn a grade-point av-
erage of 87 or higher, with no indi-
vidual grade below a “C.”

Students receiving honor roll with
distinction status include 12th grad-
ers Jordan Neuhauser of Scotch Plains

and Alice Ren of Westfield.
Students earning regular honor roll

status include Cari Rosoff of Scotch
Plains (12th grade), Amanda Moser
of Westfield (11th grade), Sahil Zubair
of Scotch Plains (11th grade), Rachel
Cleaver of Scotch Plains (ninth grade)
and Peter Minnium of Scotch Plains
(ninth grade).

WHS Hosts Financial
Aid Night Tonight

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Guidance Department will
present its 22nd-annual Financial Aid
Information Program tonight, No-
vember 29, at 7:15 p.m. in the audito-
rium at Westfield High School.

The program will feature a repre-
sentative from the office of the New
Jersey Higher Education Student As-
sistance Authority (HESAA) as guest
speaker.

The details and resources for fi-
nancing a college education will be
reviewed. The speaker will also ex-
plain the process for completing the
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) form.

In addition, a member of the
Westfield High School guidance team
will discuss resources for accessing
scholarship information. There will
be time for questions.

According to Guidance Director
Stephen Maczynski, “We believe this
information will prove helpful to par-
ents and seniors who may soon be
applying for financial aid or scholar-
ships. We encourage junior and sopho-
more parents to attend for early plan-
ning purposes.”

McKinley School PTO announces their

Holiday Shopping Event
Fri., Dec. 7th ~ 3-5 pm and 7-9 pm

McKinley School Gym 
 500 First St., Westfield

Join us for a fabulous afternoon & evening 
of shopping featuring a wide selection

of gifts for everyone on your list!

Sunday, December 2nd
11:00am-1:00pm

Please join us for a buffet style brunch
and entertainment. Meet our team, tour

the community and learn about
the care and services we offer.

Caregiver Brunch

Tuesday, December 11th
7:00pm

Please join us for an open discussion
about managing and helping

our loved ones battling
Parkinson’s disease.

Support Group for Caregivers
Managing Parkinson’s Disease

Enjoy a December Special Event
at Sunrise of Westfield

Please join us to meet some new friend while enjoying food and entertainment.
Meet our team, mingle with residents and tour our community.

See what we do to make our community a place seniors are proud to call home.

Please RSVP for each event, or call for more details.

Sunrise of Westfield                     908-317-3030                     Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

CAN YOU TELL ME HOW TO GET
TO SESAME STREET?…Teachers
from the Westfield Cooperative Nurs-
ery School enjoy meeting Bob McGrath
of Sesame Street at the New Jersey
Early Childhood Convention, recently
held in Atlantic City. Above, pictured
from left to right, are Cindy Babetski,
Diane Talbot, Mr. McGrath, nursery
school director Terri Mandrillo, Diane
Young, Angela Murphy and Patricia
Michaels. The teachers attended the
two-day convention as part of their
ongoing education in early-childhood
development.
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ALLEN GETS 3 TDs, SHEEHAN 1 TD, DUGAN 3 SACKS

Blue Devils Singe Cardinals
In Turkey Grid Classic, 28-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running back Malcolm Allen
cashed in on touchdown (TD) runs of
one yard, five yards and three yards,
and junior wide receiver Chris
Sheehan turned a pass from quarter-
back Tony DiIorio into a 27-yard TD
to give the Westfield High School
football team just enough points to
hold off Plainfield, 28-27, in the an-
nual Thanksgiving Day classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 22.

All of Allen’s 46 rushing yards

were right through the heart of the
Cardinal’s defensive line and it was
the first time since an injury in the
Linden game early in the season that
he could really play at 100 percent.

“I did have an injury. I got hit when
I was playing defense in the Linden
game. In that game, I just shook it off
and kept playing but, as I kept play-
ing, I realized that it was a lot worse
than I thought. I kept trying to come
back. I was back and forth. I missed
the Kearny, Union and Elizabeth
games. I got my chance to come back
against Irvington, got hurt again,”
said Allen. “I didn’t want people to
forget about me. Today was my chance
to let them know I was still around.”

“I can’t tell you how impressed I am
with him as a man,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno. “He could
have bagged it. He was a great leader
the whole time he was hurt, always
encouraging the kids. He busted his

tail to get back and it just so happened
that he got into the end zone three
times today. He deserved it!”

DiIorio completed 12 of 15 passes
for 150 yards, including a TD and
an interception. His favorite target
was Sheehan, who had eight recep-
tions for 89 yards – See this week’s
Devils Den. Fullback Ryan Brand
(13 yards rushing) had two recep-
tions for 27 yards and tight end Joe
Vall-Llobera had two receptions for
34 yards. The 7-4 Blue Devils to-
taled 144 yards on the ground – 99
in the second half when they began
to wear the Cardinals down. Run-
ning back Ricardo Johnson chewed
up 78 yards, DiIorio, who was
thrown for losses four times totaled
seven yards and Vall-Llobera had a
key seven-yard gain on a fake punt.

“We were a well-conditioned team
and I think that played a big part in the

T. COGNETTI, DIERING 2 TDs; MILLER, BRYK TD EACH

Juniors Tie the Seniors, 21-21,
In Powder Puff’s Final Play

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Receiver Arielle Diering caught
Aileen Grogan’s pass at the two-yard
line then fell on the goal line as time
ran out to give the junior girls a 21-21
tie with the senior girls in the Annual
Powder Puff football game at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 21. The senior girls, who won
last year when Cat Cognetti grabbed a
pass and bulleted 48 yards for the
touchdown (TD), were looking to be
the first group of seniors since 2003
and fourth overall to win both outings.

Some self-appointed judges, pri-
marily from the senior class, declared
that the seniors automatically win a
tiebreaker, perhaps due to “seniority”
but in reality it was a 21-21 tie.

“We want to build off what we did
last year. We have many advantages.
We have the strength. We have the
experience and we have the skill.

Those three combined are big for our
team,” said Senior Head Coach John
Wilt prior to the game. “We are strong
up the middle, a lot of power football,
but we’ve got some trick plays ready.”

“We are going to destroy them
mentally, physically and emotion-
ally,” boasted Senior Assistant Coach
Joe Vall-Llobera.

“We have a couple of trick plays up
our sleeves. First play, watch out be-
cause we are going to make a little
adjustment on the line to see how the
defense adjusts,” said Junior Offen-
sive Coach Tony DiIorio. “We are
going to look for Cyndil Matthew our
running back, Nikki Bullock a run-
ning back, quarterback Aileen Grogan
and we have a bunch of receivers.”

“Our defense is looking great. We
have a lot of blitz packages. Our cor-
ners and safeties are looking great. We
want to hold them to no yards,” said
Junior Defensive Coach Chris Sheehan.

Some of the juniors’ defense in-
cluded middle linebacker Alex
Gallego, nose tackle Dana Newman
and outside linebackers Kelsey
Greenfield and Julia Conroy.

Senior quarterback (QB) Tina
Cognetti finished with TD runs of
two yards and 16 yards to go with
several successful QB keepers. Wide
receiver Erin Miller scored the se-
niors’ third TD on a 13-yard recep-
tion from Cognetti. Miller, who was
quite devastating defensively with a
number of key flags (tackles), also
turned screen passes into gains of 17
and 23 yards, respectively, on that TD
drive. Cat Cognetti made several end-
around runs. Rachel St. Lifer turned a
tipped pass into a 15-yard gain. Haley
Mustard, Marlee Austin, Tessa
Schaaf, Allie Lambert and Annie
Galligan contributed offensive gains.

Diering also scored the juniors’ first

CHERVENYAK PASSES 217 YARDS, TD TO D’AGOSTARO

Minutemen Outrun Raiders
In Turkey Grid Game, 39-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One wonders where the mindset of
a football team lies following tough
playoff losses and a short week of
preparation until the team takes the
field. Considering that fact, both
Elizabeth and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football teams
played inspired football but the Min-
utemen came out on top, 39-24, in
Scotch Plains on Thanksgiving Day.

Minuteman tailback Raymond Gra-
ham, who rushed 227 yards, utilized
his speed and ability to rumble into
the end zone on touchdown (TD) runs

of 37, 89, 53 and 14 yards, to go with
his 75-yard TD kickoff return. Quar-
terback Jaheed Mayers provided a
49-yard TD run.

The 7-4 Raiders were without the
services of junior running back An-
thony Taylor and linebacker Keith
Baker, sidelined early with an ankle
injury. Quarterback Mike Chervenyak
completed 21 of 32 passes for 217
yards, including (TD) passes of 34
yards to wide receiver J.J. D’Agostaro
and 16 yards to fullback Marcus
Green. Andrew Brockel added a one-
yard TD.

“It’s tough the way the state sets

this up. To come back and play after
a devastating loss on Saturday and
play on Thursday is tough. As coaches,
we try to get them ready. Our effort
was there but today Elizabeth was
better. Their running back was out
most of the year with a broken collar-
bone and he has a big impact on their
team,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “Offensively, I thought we
moved the ball alright. The defensive
part, we didn’t do the job. We gave up
too many big scores. We gave up a
kickoff return and that wasn’t good
either. All of our kids; they gave it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Plainfield Football
SPF/Elizabeth Football

Powder Puff Football Game
Powder Puff Parade

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEAVY DEFENSIVE PRESSURE…Blue Devils TJ Mruz, No. 36, and Chris Sheehan, bottom, bring down Cardinal
Rashawn Rawles, No. 22. The Blue Devil defense pressured the Cardinal backs all afternoon.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BURSTING THROUGH THE LINE…Raider running back Andrew Brockel, No. 33, attempts to pick up big yardage while
linebacker Marcus Green, No. 21, and defensive lineman Michael Alleman clear away several Minutemen. Brockel scored
on a one-yard touchdown.

WBA
BASKETBALL

Last Call for Basketball

IN-TOWN REGISTRATION

INFORMATION

The Westfield Basketball Association has extended our

Late registration period through December 6th, 2007.

Daughters who would like to play in

our In-Town League can register

Online today at:

 www.westfieldnj.com/wba

Don’t miss out on this last
chance to get involved at the

beginning of the season.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Those of you among the nearly
5,000 fans in attendance last Thurs-
day at Kehler Stadium for the 103rd
football game between Westfield and
Plainfield might have been watching
the final Thanksgiving Day game
between the two ancient rivals.

This coming Monday, in a special
meeting at the Pines Manor in Edison,
the state’s athletic directors will vote
on what is called “SCIL Legislation
Football Proposal,” a petition that
would eliminate all the conferences
in the state and restructure them into
football-only conferences. No more
Watchung, no Mountain Valley, no
Skyland, no Greater Middlesex, no
Iron Hills, no Shore conference.

The vote has nothing to do with any
sport other than football ... for now.
But the consequences of the vote are
far reaching. If it is voted in, the
state’s football teams would be di-
vided into conferences from the four
sections, North 1, North 2, Central
and South; and by school size, Group
4, Group 3, etc., and then into East
and West divisions. There would be
separate conferences for parochial
schools.

WHS would be in North 2 Group 4,
which according to the NJSIAA
website will have 19 schools in 2007-
08, and would probably break down
as follows:

East: Bayonne, Columbia,
Dickinson, Edison, Elizabeth, Lin-
den, Perth Amboy, J.P. Stevens,
Union, Woodbridge.

West: Bridgewater-Raritan,
Franklin, Hunterdon Central, North
Hunterdon, Phillipsburg, Piscataway,
Plainfield, Watchung Hills, Westfield.

The ultimate goal of these confer-
ence alignments is two-fold: separate
the parochial pariahs from the public
schools and play down to a single
champion in each group, rather than
have 20 sectional champions each
calling themselves “state champs.”

While both are excellent ideas,
playing down to state champions in
each group will likely signal the end
of Thanksgiving Day rivalries, and
games like Westfield-Plainfield would
go into the dustbins of history.

Not everybody likes that thought.
“High school football is all about

local rivalries, local bragging rights,”
said Ron (Gunga Din) Barner, the
former longtime WHS assistant foot-
ball coach, while enjoying Thursday’s
28-27 WHS victory. “Westfield
should be playing Scotch Plains,
Cranford, Rahway and Clark. Forget
about the state championships. That’s
not what high school football should
be about.”

Much like The Den, Barner is from

‘Football Conferences’ Will
Change N.J. Football Forever

Devils of the Week
John Dugan,

Chris Sheehan
Football

the old school, and we old-timers do
cherish the idea of the cycle of high
school football. It starts with double
sessions in steamy August, goes
through the autumn with the turning
of the leaves and shortening of the
days, and ends up usually on a cold,
crisp (sometimes wet) Thanksgiving
Day morning. You look at the Wednes-
day papers with the previews and the
Friday papers with the results of
games like Westfield-Plainfield,
Phillipsburg-Easton, Ridgewood-
Paramus, Montclair-Bloomfield,
Nutley-Belleville, Passaic-Clifton,
Long Branch-Red Bank, Asbury Park-
Neptune, Toms River South-Lake-
wood, Palmyra-Burlington City, Flo-
rence-Riverside, Haddonfield-
Haddon Heights, Salem-Woodstown,
Vineland-Millville, etc.

And, if you’re like me, you feel
sorry for people in the towns that
don’t have a Thanksgiving Day game
to go watch. I’m a big fan of the
football teams at Massillon, Ohio,
and Neshaminy, where I live in
Langhorne, Pa. They have rivalries
every bit as big as any just mentioned,
Massillon against Canton-McKinley
and Neshaminy versus Pennsbury. But
their rivalry games were played on
Oct. 27 and Nov. 2, because of the
Ohio and Pennsylvania state play-
offs.

Is that what we truly want? That’s
pretty much the choice: play down to
a single champion in each group size,
separate parochials from publics and
eliminate Thanksgiving Day games,
or leave things basically as they are
and don’t mess with Turkey Day.
Old-timers tend to want to keep the
Thanksgiving tradition alive; the new
breed seems to prefer winning “cham-
pionships,” the gotta-have-a-ring
mentality that ESPN and talk radio
promote as the main reason for breath-
ing.

“Some people don’t see the big
picture,” Barner said. “Champion-
ships are not the reason we have high
school sports. They’re just part of the
total educational process. Local towns
playing against each other is not some-
thing we should lose.”

Anyone who doesn’t appreciate the
value of Thanksgiving Day rivalry
games should consider this: There
were nearly 5,000 people, including
thousands of both recent and ancient
alumni for both schools, packed into
Kehler Stadium last Thursday. Now,
let’s say WHS was in the sectional
final this Saturday and had a home
game against Phillipsburg. Do you
think there would even be 2,000
people there? Why would anyone
want to mess with the game that draws

the biggest crowd of the year?
If the vote on Monday is in favor of

the football conferences, the proposal
would then go to the NJSIAA Execu-
tive Committee for a final vote. If it is
approved there, the new conferences
would likely start in the fall.

FOUR RECORDS BROKEN
While it’s always hard to say

goodbye to your seniors, juniors Tony
DiIorio and Chris Sheehan were in-
volved in four school records on
Thanksgiving. And with classmates
like hard-running Ricardo Johnson,
linebacker T.J. Mruz, tackle Eric
Moran and speedy Jihad Billups,
along with sophs Willie Johnson, Pat
Gray and Joe Ondi, the ’08 season
already looks to be in good hands.

DiIorio completed 12 of 15 passes,
giving him a school-record 76
completions on the year (the old mark
of 69 was set in 1986 by a future NFL
quarterback named Dave Brown) and
tying the school mark with 143 at-
tempts (also by Brown in ’86).
Sheehan caught a school record eight
passes, and that gave him a school
record 30 for the season. The old
mark of 26 was set 37 years ago by
Bill Napier, who later played at
Princeton.

Thanksgiving was the final game
for 19 outstanding seniors, and it was
great, one final time, to see Malcolm
Allen score three touchdowns, John
Dugan make one big defensive play
after another, Scott Newman, Ryan
Scanlon and John DiIorio close off
the middle on defense, versatile full-
back Ryan Brand, athletic lineback-
ers Joe Vall-Llobera and Mike
Wikander, o-linemen Tom Wansaw,
Josh Gribbin and Pat Stanley, the
solid secondary of Manny Mills,
Charlie Read and Danny Selert (5
INTs), Ricky (Wedge Buster) Ruhl
on the kickoff team, John Wilt and
Alex Bergo at wide receiver, and Alex
Falk and Don Martinez blocking on
the PATs.

Next week we’ll take a look at the
future: the 2007 seasons for the WHS
junior varsity, sophomore and fresh-
man teams, along with the PAL A-
Blue and A-White teams.

A BLAST FROM THE PAST
An older man in a red Rutgers

sweatshirt came up to me an hour
before Thursday’s 103rd football
game between Westfield and
Plainfield and asked if Gary Kehler
was around. When told the legendary
coach probably wouldn’t be in atten-
dance because he was quite sick, the
man identified himself as Nick
DeCaprio, a center and linebacker for
WHS in the 52nd game of the rivalry
back in 1957 (a 19-12 PHS win).

“Gary was a first-year coach my
senior year,” said DeCaprio, now re-
tired and living in Atlantic Highlands,
but not wanting to miss the 50th anni-
versary of his senior Turkey Day
game. “Our head coach back then
was Les Zorge. He was quite a coach.
I remember him getting under my
skin one day at practice and we ended
up going at it, fists flying. Gary, as
small as he was, had to break us up.
But that was Zorge. He taught you to
be tough. I learned lessons from him
that helped get me through Vietnam.”

DeCaprio was good enough to make
second team All-Essex/Union County
in the New York Daily News. He had
his picture taken by the local newspa-
per, was interviewed by Channel 7,
and got to meet WHS athletic director
Ed Tranchina, Kehler’s sons Doug
and Glen, and an old high school

buddy, Roger Love.
“This has been a wonderful, won-

derful day,” DeCaprio said. “And it
was also nice to meet Ed. I was a
referee and the last game I did was the
1987 Westfield-Plainfield game,
when Dave Brown was the quarter-
back.”

IN THE GENES
Taylor Brown, a 6-foot-2, 250-

pound defensive tackle at Rumson-
Fair Haven Regional, is the son of the
former Barbara Higgins (WHS, ’81),
who is the sister of former Blue Devil
footballer/wrestler Lowell (’81) and
daughter of former WHS basketball
captain Lowell (’61) and Carolyn
Newman (’62). Taylor, whose Purple
Bulldogs play Carteret for the Cen-
tral Jersey Group 2 title this Sunday
at Rutgers, is considered among the
Shore’s best defensive players. He
runs a 4.9 40, wears a size 17 shoe
and, as we hear it, learned some of the
game’s finer points last summer while
working as a house framer with his
uncle, Jay (Non) Factor (’85). Jay, a
former WHS footballer/wrestler is
married to the former Jen Higgins
(’86).

IS IT JUST ME …
Or does anybody else realize how

tough the WHS boys soccer team was
on its late-season opponents? After
SP-F edged WHS 1-0 in the county
tournament semifinals, the Raiders
lost their next game to Mendham in
states. After WHS edged Elizabeth 2-
1 in states, the Minutemen lost their
next game to SP-F in the county final.
After beating WHS 1-0 in the sec-
tional final, Columbia lost its next
game to Clifton.

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) are
footballers John Dugan and Chris
Sheehan. Dugan had six tackles for
losses, including three quarterback
sacks against Plainfield. And his near-
block of the potential game-tying PAT
kick put extra pressure on the kicker,
whose rushed attempt sailed wide
right with just 4:01 left in regulation.
Sheehan caught a school record eight
passes, giving him a school-record
30 receptions on the season.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEVILS!

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss
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RaidersBlue Devils

November 22, 2001: “This is what
Thanksgiving Day football is all
about,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Ed Tranchina just after senior quar-
terback Louis Mercer smashed into
the end zone on a fourth-and-goal
situation from the one with 45 sec-
onds remaining to give the Westfield
High School football team a 24-21
lead and the eventual win over 7-3
Plainfield in the annual Thanksgiv-
ing Day game before a monster crowd
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.
The victory in the rivalry, which be-
gan in 1900, gave Westfield a 49-41-
7 edge over the Cardinals.

In order to prepare a fine turkey
dinner on Thanksgiving Day, it re-
quires a great cook and senior wide
receiver/safety Jay Cook was quite a
chef as he fired a 55-yard touchdown
pass to junior tight end Brian Butts,
burned the Cardinals with several su-
perb punts, added a nice touch with a
partially blocked a punt and sewed up
the victory with his seventh intercep-
tion of the season, tying a WHS record.

November 22, 2001: The taste of
turkey had to be sweet for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team, especially for the seniors,
on Thanksgiving Day. This group of
Raider seniors, who finished 9-2 in
1999 and 8-3 in 2000, made it three-
in-a-row over the visiting Union
Farmers with a 28-0 gobbling. In

2000, the Raiders leveled the Farm-
ers 34-14, and in 1999, they stunned
the 17th-ranked Farmers, 27-13.

Senior quarterback Brian Schiller
completed eight out of 11 passes for
138 yards, including two first-half
touchdown passes – to senior wide
receiver Ray Williams on an eight-
yard and a 22-yard strike to senior
wide receiver Steve Williams. An-
drew Pavoni scored a five-yard TD
and a one-yard TD. Sophomore half-
back Kyle Baker battered and slashed
his way to 138 yards rushing.

November 21, 2001: The Westfield
High School senior girls routed the
confused juniors, 22-0, in the annual
Pre-Thanksgiving Day Powder Puff
football game at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. Elyse Goldweitz, Morgan
Lang and Tara Dowling each scored a
touchdown for the seniors.

Season Wrap, 2001: On several
occasions, the Westfield High School
football team pulled out victories in
the final minutes. In the season opener,
a spunky Cranford team forced over-
time before Westfield won 14-7. Then
in the very next game, the Blue Devils
squeezed past Linden, 17-13, in the
waning seconds. Standing out the most,
however, was a knee knocking, 21-19
win over a superb Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team in late September and
an impressive, dramatic 24-21 victory
over rival Plainfield on Thanksgiving
Day to reap an 8-3 record.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood foot-
ball team, especially the seniors, put
Raider football on the map with records
of 9-2 in 1999, 8-3 in 2000 and 8-3 in
2001. The Raiders’ offense outscored
opponents this season, 313-165. Se-
nior quarterback Brian Schiller com-
pleted 94 of 173 passes for 1,674 yards
and 12 touchdowns. The Raiders
rushed for 1,586 yards and 26 TDs.

Despite having just one starting se-
nior the Raider boys soccer team re-
loaded and finished with a 20-3 record,
the fourth time in five years the Raid-
ers had 20 or more wins. They also
won the Union County title – fourth in
past five years – and captured the
school’s 17th-consecutive Watchung
Conference National Division crown.
They also set a SP-F record of 17 wins
in a row without a tie or loss. The 1988
team had 16-straight wins. Juniors Ray
DiNizo, Taylor Cole, Ricky Fleissner
and Dwight Simms and sophomore
Ryan Breznitsky received All-State
recognition by the New Jersey Coaches
Association.

Properties Unlimited 

NORTHSIDE COLONIAL-WESTFIELD 
Open House Sat. Dec 1st 12-2   &   
Sun. Dec. 2nd 1-4 

739 Coleman Place (North to Dudley to Coleman) 
Close to Franklin & Roosevelt Schools 
3 BR, 2 baths, LR w/ FP, enclosed heated porch, FDR, Eat-in 
kitchen, fam. rm., CAC, great mother/daughter.  

        Reduced to $529,000 !!!

Judy Bell  
Broker Associate 

908-518-5443 direct 
908-358-8316 cell 

200 North Ave. East 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-9292 

Open Sunday 2-4pm
42 Unami Terrace, Westfield 

SCOTT GLEASON TEAM 

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited 
200 North Ave East Westfield NJ 07090 

www.WestfieldLife.com
908-233-9292 

Beautiful and Practical Holiday Gift Idea!   
New systems, siding and roof make this spacious, immaculate 
ranch move in ready and carefree to own.  One level living in 
friendly Washington School neighborhood.  Newly priced at 
$599,900.  Get the gift your loved ones will enjoy year round.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAPPY 50TH REUNION…Nick DeCaprio, left, who played center and line-
backer for WHS in 1957 under coach Les Zorge, shakes hands with Blue Devil
Assistant Coach Doug Kehler.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY VERSATILE ATHLETE…Senior Erin Miller had three receptions, one
for a touchdown, and made several “flags” on defense in the annual Powder Puff
Football game against the junior girls.
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Blue Devils Singe Cardinals in Turkey Classic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

second half. They’ve got good ath-
letes but we were in better shape. I
think it showed at the end,” said coach
DeSarno.

“They were going to play hard. It’s
a rival game, Thanksgiving! When
they got tired, we just took it to them,”
said Allen.

The Cardinals, who had won their
last three games, literally got no-
where on the ground, as they were
limited to 40 rushing yards. Fresh-
man quarterback Tyrone Johnson
completed eight of 13 passes for 113
yards, including a five-yard TD strike
to Josue Reyes, who finished with
four receptions for 51 yards.
Cornerback Dan Selert gave the Blue
Devils good field position at midfield
when he picked off one of Johnson’s
passes and the Blue Devil defense
hounded Johnson all afternoon. Line-
backer John Dugan (13 tackles) was
the Alpha dog with three major sacks
and several throws for losses.

“We wanted to put pressure on the
freshman quarterback in order to make
him do things he didn’t want to do.
We put some packages in at halftime.
I think that helped us a lot,” said
Dugan.

The Blue Devils completed a 10-
play, 68-yard scoring drive when Allen
blasted in from the one with 7:03 left
in the first quarter. After Selert’s in-

terception, the Blue Devils hit pay
dirt again when DiIorio hit Sheehan
for the 27-yard TD play at the end of
the quarter.

The Cardinals roared back when
Johnson fired a long gun to Tyray
Forte, good for 54 yards to the Westfield
six. Three plays later, with 9:53 left in
the half, Johnson squeezed in from the
two to make the score 14-7. With 1:46
left in the half, Orlando Fisher inter-
cepted DiIorio at the Westfield 15 and
scooted into the end zone.

Plainfield took a 21-14 lead when
Fisher took the kickoff at the start of
the third quarter and barreled 80 yards
to the Westfield eight and, two plays
later, Johnson hit Reyes for the five-
yard TD pass. The Blue Devils an-
swered with a 63-yard drive, includ-
ing receptions of 37 and 18 yards by
Sheehan, ending with Allen’s five-
yard TD bash with 2:47 left in the
third quarter. Allen put the Blue Dev-
ils in front 28-21 when he capped a
58-yard drive with his three-yard TD
plunge.

Plainfield answered with 4:01 re-
maining when Malcolm Boatwright
slanted in from the Westfield six but
the point after attempt missed to the
right. Blue Devil Jihad Billups re-
turned the kickoff 33 yards to
midfield. Faced with the need to run
out the clock, the Blue Devils de-

cided to run Allen on a fourth-and-
one situation. He bashed through for
three yards to control the clock and
seal the victory.

“The three touchdowns and the
fourth down play were all the same
play, a 23 blast. TJ (Mruz) leads
through the hole, the guys give a push
and I just follow behind,” explained
Allen.

“I was going to run a quarterback
sneak but Tony said, ‘23 blast has
been working all day.’ I listened to
him. He knows what he’s talking
about. It worked,” said coach
DeSarno. “We knew it was going to
be a struggle. We knew they ran an
offense that was explosive. Big plays!
We got the win. That’s all that mat-
ters,” said coach DeSarno.

“You really don’t know with these
types of games because it’s on Thanks-
giving. Regardless of what the records
are, they are going to come out and
give it their all. It was one of the most
exciting games I have ever played in.
I will never forget this game. I was
playing with my friends, some of
them for 10 years. I definitely will
come back to visit. I have some of my
best memories here. We beat Scotch
Plains last year. Going out with a win
as a senior, it feels great,” said Dugan.
Plainfield   0 14   7   6 27
Westfield 14   0   7   7 28

NO TEAM SCORED MORE THAN 1 GOAL ON DEVIL ‘D’

Solid Defense Ran the Show
For Blue Devil Soccer Boys

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four of five First Team All-Union
County (UC – Coaches’ Poll) players
from the Westfield High School boys
soccer team came from the solid de-
fensive squad that allowed no more
than one goal in any given game this
season. That defensive excellence led
the team to the Watchung Conference
title, the North Jersey, Group 4, Sec-
tion 2 finals and a 13-5-3 record.

The Blue Devils’ offense did their
job by out-shooting opponents, 205-
108, and outscoring them, 31-13,
while leading in corner kicks, 93-65.
Goalkeeper Greg O’Brien and backup
Adam Fine combined for 78 saves.

O’Brien, a senior, and junior de-
fenders Pat Tresnan, Nick Breza and
Todd Saunders, along with junior
defensive midfielder Mike Irving
were named to that All-UC First Team.
Senior striker Brandon Heroux and
senior defender Chris Franks were

named to the All-UC Second Team
and seniors Matt Gralla and Dan
Strauss, and junior Matt Isabella re-
ceived honorable mentions.

“We had 21 games. We only gave
up 13 goals. No team scored more
than one goal on us. Our struggle was
scoring goals,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner. “We had Greg

O’Brien and a variety of kids playing
fantastic defense. Nick Breza comes
to mind. Great marking back! Todd
Saunders and Pat Tresnan, they both
played sweeper. They both marked.
Chris Franks, a solid back! Late in the
year because of the injuries, we put
Andy Flood back there literally in the
state tournament.”

O’Brien, who recorded six shut-
outs this season, had remarkable de-
cisive abilities.

“There happened to be, in my opin-
ion, three great goalkeepers in the
county, one in Union, one in Eliza-
beth and one in Westfield. But I cer-
tainly think Greg is the best goal-
keeper in the county and one of the
best in the state,” said Kapner. “Some-
body breaks through, he is going to
be there to snuff it out.”

The Blue Devils defeated rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in both regu-
lar-season games, split with Kearny
and Union and tied Elizabeth twice to

claim the conference title and get the
top seed for the Union County tour-
nament. They lost to the Raiders in
the county semifinals but, pulled out
2-1 victories over Elizabeth and
Bridgewater-Raritan in the sectional
tournament before being edged by
Columbia, 1-0, in the finals.

“The conference was phenomenal!

Those eight games with four of the top
teams in the state really focused us for
the state tournament. In addition, the
frustration to losing to Scotch Plains
in the counties gave incentive to the
boys. North 2, Group 4 probably had
to be the best section in the state,” said
Kapner, who added, “The last two
games, Bridgewater with Matt Kassall
and Columbia with (Johnny) Exantus,
we put Todd with both of those play-
ers. He marked two of the best players
in the state. Tresnan was in perfect
position in both of those games liter-
ally 100 percent of the time.”

Heroux, with his athletic ability,
led the team with six goals (mostly
headers) and four assists. Isabella and
Strauss had four goals and four as-
sists each and junior Mike Lessner
nailed five goals and had an assist.
Irving netted three goals and three
assists.

“At the beginning of the year, we
were using Brandon (Heroux) as our

sweeper. He was
part of that defense.
We have been run-
ning him forward
on throw-ins. We’ve
been running him
forward on corner
kicks. He had that
great presence.
Once we put him at
striker, he never left
that position from
then on. Late in the
year, we designed
the entire offense
around Brandon
and Mike Lesser,
because we had
these two excellent
athletes. We went
away from our tra-
ditionally ball con-
trol, short-passing
game to English-
style long ball up
the middle. We tied
Elizabeth twice so,
when we saw them
the third time, they
were unprepared
for the style because

of Brandon and Mike.”
Because they were a junior-heavy

team this year, the Blue Devils have a
lot to look forward to next year.

Kapner pointed at the wall and said,
“Unfinished business! I feel blessed
to have phenomenal young men. They
are coming back and I get to be part of
their lives. It’s a blessing!”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING A WHS RECEPTION RECORD…Blue Devil wide receiver Chris Sheehan, snagging a 27-yard touchdown pass,
caught a Westfield High School record eight passes to give him a WHS record 30 for the season.

David B. Corbin (October 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST TEAM ALL-COUNTY…Mike Irving, No. 7, Greg O’Brien, center, and Pat Tresnan, right,
were among five Blue Devils selected First Team All-Union County (Coaches Poll).

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $699,000
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family
room with fireplace, designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout,
master bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank
™ exterior with masonry accents.  Still time to customize.  Call Ralph for more information:
908-591-6283  (052000587)

WESTFIELD CENTER HALL COLONIAL $769,900

WESTFIELD BI-LEVEL $580,000SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 12/2  12-4PM $999,900CRANFORD SPLIT LEVEL $619,000

Just 10 years old, this 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial offers all the features you
want in new construction.  Built by Michael Mahoney, the two-story foyer opens to a living
room, formal dining room & open family room & kitchen.  Sliders from the family room
open onto the deck and a very large private yard.  Four generous bedrooms include a very
spacious master w/private bath & walk-in closets.  The extra high basement, ready to be
finished, reasonable taxes & a great location close to schools, make this home a perfect
choice.  (052111310)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

A complete renovation in 2007 has made this home a modern beauty.  Set on a cul-de-sac on a .43
acre lot, this wonderful homes rooms flow effortlessly through the open plan, perfect for everyday
or formal entertaining.  A column of windows in the living room allows light to flood the interior.
A breakfast sunroom off the gourmet kitchen lends charm & expands the 1st floor living space while
the family rooms fireplace adds warmth.  Four spacious bedrooms, including the master with spa
quality bath, & two additional baths finish the 2nd fl.  A finished basement & 2-car garage complete
this fabulous home.  DIR: W. Broad to Graymill to Wood.  (052111475)

Meticulously maintained split-level.  All new windows, master BR, family room w/skylight
and recessed lighting.  New furnace, new hot water heater.  Fenced in backyard.  (052111486)

SCOTCH PLAINS BERWYCK CHASE COLONIAL $759,800
Welcome to 4 Sassafras Court.  This fabulous Colonial is located on a premium lot on a cul-
de-sac in the Berwyck Chase section of Scotch Plains.  This home offers a total of 4 bedrooms
with a spacious master suite including a Jacuzzi and a sitting room.  There is a beautiful &
spacious living room, dining room, and family room with wood burning fireplace.  The eat-
in kitchen has French doors that back to the very private fenced backyard with circular paver
block patio.  The community offers a great swimming pool & tennis courts.  Make this your
home now.  (052111612)

Beautiful and spacious Bi-Level with 4 BR, DR, LR with hardwood floors.  Updated kitchen,
2 ½ baths, huge family room on ground level, sliders to patio and summer kitchen.  Ideal for
a large family.  (052111698)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Juniors Tie Seniors in Powder Puff’s Final Play
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Minutemen Outrun Raiders in Turkey Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Beautifully orchestrated with timeless artistry, this Classic Colonial brims with traditional 
charm and modern conveniences. Hardwood floors, archways, exquisite moldings and cus-
tom built-ins craft a gracious interior. The living room with a marble fireplace and the for-
mal dining room with bay window are enhanced by a dazzling new kitchen, with too many 
amenities to list and an adjoining family room.  A lovely master suite with updated bath, 
library, 1st floor suite, rec room and a professionally landscaped yard with bi-level deck, 
large enough for a pool, compose an unsurpassed venue.  Presented for $1,785,000. 

            Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
          908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
       NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006

Casting a magic spell, this idyllic Colonial blends traditional details and modern amenities 
seamlessly. Highlights include a spacious family room addition with built-ins and an up-
dated granite-accented kitchen with breakfast bar. The master suite is a private haven 
while another bedroom suite and three more bedrooms welcome everyone. An office, base-
ment rec room, sauna & climate controlled wine cellar and beautiful grounds with a two-
tiered patio enhance the allure of this marvelous setting. Presented for $1,595,000.   

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

TD when she turned a 10-yard pass
into a 50-yard sprint into the end
zone. Running back Chelsea Bryk,
who had several runs for 10 yards or
more, scored the juniors’ second TD
on a 20-yard gallop. Running backs
Matthew and Bullock also made sev-
eral bruising runs. Tara Handza made
several short-yardage receptions and
Jenna Roth snagged a pass. Grogan
made several gains on QB keepers.
Lauren Farrell made a nice run.

As the coaches had declared prior to
the game there were indeed trick plays
and interesting shifts. The juniors did
pull several offensive line shifts in an
attempt to throw the senior defense
out of position and the senior offense
introduced several crafty motion plays
to fool the junior defense.

In all, however, both defenses were

wise and well schooled by the crack
coaching staffs. Senior Josephine
Eriksson grabbed a key flag to thwart
the juniors’ first offensive. Soccer
star Claire Bennett used her
goalkeeping skills to make a leaping
interception and several diving flags.
Corrine Parkinson made a key flag
early in the game and Jessica Harmer
also made a key flag late in the game.
Junior Dana Marino smothered a se-
nior drive with a fumble recovery and
Jill Schott had an impressive inter-
ception that was nullified due to an
unnecessary roughness call.

After the senior defense stuffed the
juniors on their own 20-yard line, it
took only three plays to hit pay dirt
when Tina Cognetti plowed in from
the two with 9:30 left in the first
quarter. Minutes later, the juniors

knotted the score when Grogan’s short
pass to Diering was converted to a 50-
yard TD sprint.

Marino’s fumble recovery on the
senior 40 on the last play of the quar-
ter set up the juniors’ next score. Bryk
scooted left to the 20 then dashed
right 20 yards for the TD. The seniors
answered with a grinding march that
concluded with Cognetti’s 16-yard
QB keeper for the TD to knot the
score, 14-14 at the half.

Miller’s 13-yard TD reception early
in the third quarter put the seniors up,
21-14, but the juniors’ final drive, that
included many spectacular plays by
both sides, ended with Diering’s re-
ception and stretch to the goal line to
tie the game.
Juniors 7 7 0 7 21
Seniors 7 7 7 0 21

their all during the year and they have
to be proud for what they accom-
plished because they did a lot.”

The Raiders engineered a TD march
on their second possession with 3:45
left in the first quarter when
Chervenyak unloaded his 34-yard TD
pass to D’Agostaro. The point after
failed. The 6-4 Minutemen answered
within 30 seconds and returned the
ensuing kickoff to the Raider 37 where
Graham slit left, avoided several tack-
lers and into the end zone. George
Norena’s point after was good.

Early in the second quarter, the
Raiders had some moderate gains then
Chervenyak, on a keeper, sped 26
yards to the Elizabeth 10. The Min-
utemen defense held and Raider John
Domanski converted a field goal from
17 yards out to make the score 9-7
with 10:37 left. On the ensuing kick-
off, Graham cut off left tackle and

flew 75 yards for the TD. Norena’s
PAT was good. Later, Mayers ex-
tended the lead to 20-9 at the break
with his 49-yard TD run.

Starting the second half, Elizabeth
recovered a Raider fumble on the 11-
yard line. From there, Graham, off a
pitchout, darted 89 yards down the
sidelines for the TD. The Raiders
came back with an 11-play, 66-yard
attack, highlighted by a 24-yard pass
to Tim Green. With the ball on the
one-yard line, Brockel found an open-
ing for the TD at 4:33. Chervenyak
hit Tim Green for the two-point con-
version.

In the fourth quarter, Tim Green
recovered a fumble and Marcus Green

hauled in Chervenyak’s 16-yard TD
pass play to pull the Raiders to within
26-24 with 6:37 left. But the Minute-
men took advantage of Raider fumbles
and Graham added his 53-yard and
16-yard TDs.

“We tried to come to this game as
positive as we could. We thought we
had a chance. It was just a couple of
big plays that broke it loose for them,”
said Raider Tri-Captain Michael
Alleman. “Every moment has been
great. The guys on the team are great,
the coaches are great, everyone plays
hard and that’s all you can ask for
from a team. Of course, beating both
Cranford and Westfield this year and
winning our first playoff game, I
mean, that’s just big right there. Those
were great moments.”

When asked what his favorite
memory playing for the Raiders is,
Baker said, “Probably my fumble re-

covery against Cranford, I ran that
back for a touchdown. For the past

eight years we all have been playing
together on the same team. They’re
all my best friends and I’m going to
miss it a lot. It’s been real fun.”

“Baker is a great player, has been
the whole year. You saw that catch he
made, held on to the ball, which was
unbelievable when he got hurt,” added
coach Ciccotelli. “Injuries are a part
of the game. We have to go on. Other
kids went in there, they got to step it
up and they did.”

Speaking of his seniors, coach
Ciccotelli said, “It happens every year
and it does hurt because you love
these kids so much. They meant so
much to me for all the years they’ve
been in our program but it’s time to
move on. It’s like little birds have to
leave their nest and that’s the natural
progression of life.”
Elizabeth   7 13   6 13 39
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   6   3   8   7 24

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUSHING FOR TWO TOUCHDOWNS…Senior quarterback Tina Cognetti had two rushing touchdowns and passed for
another in the annual Powder Puff Football game against the junior girls. SEE PICTURES ON PAGES 12 AND 15.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2007, 7:00 PM
MAYOR AND COUNCIL CHAMBERS

75 MARTINE AVENUE, NORTH
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

All interested citizens will be given an
opportunity to present their opinion re-
garding which projects the Mayor and
Council should submit to the Union County
Community Development Revenue Shar-
ing Committee for Year XXXIV funding, at
the above time and place. For further
information contact the Borough Clerk at
(908) 322-8236.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Synatech, Inc.; 27
East Main Street, Little Falls, New Jer-
sey 07424

NATURE OF SERVICE: Environmen-
tal air quality work in the vacated Police
Department area.

DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: $21,000. or $2.15 per unit

cost for Item 1, $5.00 per unit cost for Item
2, $5.00 per unit cost for Item 3 and $1.25
per unit cost for Item 4.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $17.85

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH MAN TO BRING DOWN…Several Minutemen attempt to bring down rugged junior fullback Marcus Green, No.
21. Green scored a touchdown on a 16-yard pass play from quarterback Mike Chervenyak in the fourth quarter.

NJAR Circle of Excellence® - Gold Level: 1987-2001

Platinum Level: 2002-2006

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net • web: www.hye-youngchoi.net

Hye-Young Choi
# 1 Realtor Total Production - 11 Years

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft. colonial.
Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding  amenities.-
customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer w/motorized chand.
Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry w/wet bar,  1st flr guest
suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4

zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $3,795,000.  WSF0065

Westfield . . . Spectacular builder’s own 5800 sq ft HM. Meticulous attention to quality craftsmanship,
extraordinary style & timeless elegance. 5 BRS, 4 Full & 2 half BTHS, deluxe KIT, MBRM w/
sitting RM w/wet bar, office, private patio & luxury BTH.  Superior finishes, 5 FRPLC, accented
ceil, banquet sz DR, Billiard RM, views of Watchung Mts , 7 ZN HT/CAC,  beaut terraced property
(.58 ac.) and much more.      $2,750,000  WSF0791
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FSPY Girls Black Swim Team
Edged by Ridgewood Y Girls
Now in the elite division, the

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y (FSPY)
girls Black swim team was edged by
the Ridgewood Y girls, 105-103.

FSPY swept four individual events
in the 15-18 age group (200IM, 100-
free, 200-breast, 100-fly), won the
200-free relay and finished 1-2 in the
200-back. Melissa Helock, Rebecca
Dunn and Jessica Colucci swept the
IM. (11-12) Elsa Leistikow placed
second. Emma Jaczko (9-10),
JodieThompson (11-12) and Nicole
Depaola (13-14) took third.

In freestyle, (15-18) Meaghan
Gaynor, Nicole Colucci and Ariana
Lyons swept. Amanda Banasiak (9-
10), Elsa Leistikow (11-12) and
Micaela Lyons (13-14) took second.
Leistikow shaved over 2.7 seconds
from her previous best time, qualify-
ing for the YMCA state champion-
ship meet. (9-10) Caroline Lesce
touched third.

Breaststroke: (15-18) Kaitlin
McGeehan, Stephanie Baliko and
Rebecca Dunn swept. (13-14) Hannah
Markey touched first. (9-10) Amelia
Markey and Bella Bernardo, and (11-
12) Jodie Thompson and Janine Ca-
det placed 1-2.

Backstroke: Hannah Markey (13-

14) and Nicole Colucci (15-18) took
first. Caitlin Glynn (9-10), Sarah
Cronin (11-12) and Melissa Helock
(15-18) finished second. Amanda
Banasiak (9-10) and Micaela Lyons
(13-14) touched third.

Butterfly: (15-18) Meaghan
Gaynor, Janene Senofonte and Eliza-
beth Hawkins swept. Molly Gaynor
(11-12) and Nicole DePaola (13-14)
took second. Gaynor qualified for the
YMCA state championship meet.

(15-18) Nicole Colucci, Janene
Senofonte, Meaghan Gaynor and
Ariana Lyons won the final relay. The
eight and under group won their relay
and received several strong individual
performances, particularly from Julie
Sankiewicz , Emily Wang and Natalie
Jablonski.

Skating Lessons Begin
At Warinanco Center
ROSELLE – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders have
announced that a new session of ice
skating lessons and hockey clinics
will begin in December at the
Warinanco Ice Skating Center.

Registration starts today, Novem-
ber 29, at 7 p.m. and will continue
through Sunday, December 2, or until
the classes are filled. Lessons are
held once a week for six weeks.
Classes last 30 minutes. The fee for
children ages 17 and under is $89; for
adults 18 and older the fee is $94.
Bring your own skates or rent a pair
for $3. Hockey clinics are also avail-
able.

Open skating sessions for the gen-
eral public are available weekdays
and weekends. For additional infor-
mation, please visit www.ucnj.org or
call (908) 298-7850.

 

 

         Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
        908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

      NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006 

 

Nestled on a beautiful property, amid stately homes, this exquisite Center Hall Colonial envelopes you with 
elegance, convenience and superb updates. Lustrous hardwood floors, gracious moldings, diamond pane
windows, lead glass accents and charming built-ins instill the many rooms with a captivating ambiance. From 
the wrap-around front porch, to the state-of-the-art kitchen and adjacent family room, you’ll be smitten by the 
artistry that pervades the interior. Truly a private haven, the master suite offers a sitting room, ample closet 
space and a full bath. Five more bedrooms, each with a unique feature accommodating everyone and are 
complemented by two new baths. A lovely yard with expansive pavestone patio and an unsurpassed location 

enhance this enchanting portrait and craft the quintessential Westfield home. Presented for $1,499,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Annual Powder Puff Football See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENJOYING ALL THE ACTION…Several senior boys, above, dye themselves
pink and cheer for the girls at the Powder Puff Football game. Below, several
senior girls take pictures of the cheering boys. Bottom, some of the smallest fans
really enjoy the action.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield
Charming Colonial.  Fireplace, built-ins, updated kitchen &
baths, Family Room, Rec Room, Formal Dining Room, 2
Baths.  WSF0893

Dreams do come true.  Still time to customize.  11 room
CH colonial.  Guest suite, computer room, library, back
staircase.  WSF0207

6 yr old beautiful 14 room home on quiet cul-de-sac.   5
bedrooms, 5 full baths, new 1st floor addition master w/
deluxe bath.  WSF0779

Builders home in excellent condition.  Exciting interior with 3
bedrooms, 3 full baths, and finished basement.  WSF0906

Mountainside

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$629,000

$1,250,000 $1,395,000

$569,000 Mountainside
Gracious new 3,700sq ft colonial.  4 bedrooms, 3.1 baths,
Gourmet kitchen, circular drive.  Hot water baseboard, 2-
zone cac.  WSF0510

$997,000

Westfield
New custom home for completion in 2008.  Near all Westfield
amenities.  State of the art kitchen and baths.  Call for details.
WSF0744

$1,829,000

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

UNDER CONTRACT
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on De-
cember 11, 2007 in the Council Chambers
in the Municipal Building, 425 E. Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30pm
to hear and consider the following appeal
for variance relief from the requirements of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

F & J Foot Co., L.L.C. seeks prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval and asso-
ciated variances and waivers to replace
old structures containing a total of eight (8)
residential units with two (2) new struc-
tures containing six (6) attached single-
family residential dwelling units (three (3)
in each structure) at 112, 112 1/2, 114 and
116 Cacciola Place (Lots 2 and 3, Block
4001). This property is in a RA-2 Zone.

Formal action may be taken.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from

certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

The application and plans are on file in
the office of the Secretary of the Board of
Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

Kathleen A. Nemeth, Secretary
Westfield Board of Adjustment

1 T - 11/29/07, The Leader Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey,  to transfer to
The Wine Warehouse On Line Inc, a New
Jersey Corporation, for premises at 1700
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076, the Plenary Retail Distribution
License No. 2016-44-002-007, heretofore
issued to Brian’s Discount Liquorland, Inc.,
for the same premises at 1700 East 2nd
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076,
but which has been a “pocket license”
since its seizure by the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Taxation:

The person who will hold an interest in
this license is:

Payal P. Parikh, 10 Wright Street, Edison,
New Jersey 08820

Sole Stockholder, Director, President,
Secretary & Treasurer

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Barbara Riepe,
R.M.C., Township Clerk, Township of
Scotch Plains, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

The Wine Warehouse On Line Inc
1700 East 2nd Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
 2 T - 11/29/07
& 12/6/07, The Times Fee: $57.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ORDINANCE 07-21-S
BOND ORDINANCE

STATEMENTS AND SUMMARIES

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Borough of Fanwood,
in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey on November 20, 2007 and the 20
day period of limitation within which a suit,
action or proceeding questioning the va-
lidity of such ordinance can be com-
menced, as provided in the Local Bond
Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement. Copies
of the full ordinance are available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk’s office for members of the gen-
eral public who request the same. The
summary of the terms of such bond ordi-
nance follows:

Title: Bond Ordinance Providing An Ap-
propriation Of $2,000,000 For Acquisition
of Property In And By The Borough Of
Fanwood, In The County Of Union, New
jersey And Authorizing The Issuance of
$2,000,000 Bonds Or Notes Of The Bor-
ough For Financing Part Of The Appro-
priation.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of Property Lo-
cated At 238 South Avenue and 41 Sec-
ond Street (Block 64, Lots 4 and 21).

Appropriation: $2,000,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $2,000,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: None
Section 20 Costs: $200,000
Useful Life: 40 years

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 14th day of
December, 2007 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at ten o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:

The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 14th day of December, 2007 together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2007.

The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.

Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.

The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.

At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 14th day of December, 2007, exclusive of the lien for the year
2007 are as listed below:

Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes

Westfield,  New Jersey

Location of Block Amount Due
Property Address Owner &  Lot Dec. 14, 2007

1. 382 Orenda Circle Primavera Parkview, L.L.C. 401/18 $ 733.82
2. 405 Quantuck Lane Holzer, Eric 403/19 $ 7,078.01
3. 848 North Avenue West Menza, John 906/31 $ 2,677.66
4. 440 West Broad Street    Centennial Lodge #400 IBOP Elks  2512/27 $ 886.72
5. 444 West Broad Street Centennial Lodge IBPO Elks 2512/28 $ 3,096.79
6. 1144 South Avenue West Mormile Brothers 2606/1 $17,513.05
7. 210 Palsted Avenue Lark, Morris G. & Carolyn 2707/40 $ 2,308.83
8. 625 West Broad Street Ecker, Mildred 2819/1.01 $ 6,939.26
9. 240-244 North Avenue W. Jade Westfield Realty, LLC 3116/14 $ 13,536.65
10. 401 Elmer Street South Mormile, Anthony & John 3201/5 $ 10,551.75
11. 727 Central Avenue     PATEL, Hasmukh S-Patel, Mahendra C.   4001/98 $ 3,902.91
12. 202-220 Cacciola Place BLM Realty Co 4002/1 $ 1,383.22
13. 251 Windsor Avenue Richardson, Gary L. 4004/32 $ 514.88
14. 644 Central Avenue Barbato, Fabio 4101/10 $ 3,231.27
15. 679 Rahway Avenue Eadie, J. Donald 4206/18 $ 3,241.25
16. 58 Westbrook Road Nogan, Joseph & Joanna 4301/19 $ 10,076.37
17. 1010 Seward Avenue Isbrecht, Richard W. 4604/2 $ 9,841.92
18. 531 Grove Street West Vavquez, Israel 4702/1 $ 6,237.91
19. 154 Summit Court Kania, Joseph & Suzanne 5504/17 $ 6,064.65
20. 1717 Boulevard Snider, A. Est of c/o Denman 5607/21 $ 8,235.19

4 T - 11/15, 11/22, 11/29 & 12/6/07, The Leader Fee: $412.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, November
27, 2007 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE
A DEDICATED RIGHT OF
WAY KNOWN AS A PORTION
OF SHEPARD STREET IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS COUNTY OF UNION
AND STATE OF NEW JER-
SEY, AND TO RELEASE AND
EXTINGUISH THE PUBLIC
RIGHTS THERETO

Purpose: To vacate a dedicated right of
way known as  a portion of Shepard Street.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday,  December 11, 2007 at 8:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Mu-
nicipal Building, or any time and place to
which a meeting for the further consider-
ation of such ordinance shall from time to
time be adjourned, and all persons inter-
ested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, December 10, 2007, Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue at 7:30 pm in Coun-
cil Chambers to re-affirm the Minor Subdi-
vision application of Assunta Tummolillo
and Angelo Zanfardino, 435-437 Park
Avenue who propose to subdivide one lot
into two lots. The original application was
approved by the Planning Board on March
13, 2006 and memorialized by Resolution
on March 27, 2006 but the deeds were not
filed in the required time.

The following existing variance is re-
quested with this application: 23-3.4A,
Para. K, Col. 7-Front Yard Setback; Mini-
mum Required: 10 feet; Existing & Pro-
posed: 8.85 feet.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on De-
cember 10, 2007 in the Council Chambers
in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance(s) from the requirements of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Martin Wallberg Post #3 American
Legion, Inc., 1003 North Avenue West,
Applicant seeks permission to expand their
parking area, create a new driveway ac-
cess from Crossway Place, and widen and
slightly realign the existing driveway ac-
cess from North Avenue. Applicant also
proposes to locate (retain) a shed in the
front yard. This application is for an expan-
sion of a non-conforming use (American
Legion) and major site plan approval. The
following variances are being sought:

§11.08A, §11.08B, and §11.08C – use
is non-conforming.

§17.03B – Ordinance prohibits parking
of vehicles in a front yard.

§17.05C – Ordinance requires an ac-
cess aisle width of 24 feet. Proposed is 20
feet.

§13.01E – Ordinance prohibits acces-
sory structures to be located in any front
yard.

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lapera, 117 Harrison
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a 2 1/2 story addition contrary to
sections 11.09E6, 13.02H6, and 12.03B1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet. Present is 3.62 feet and 8.04 feet.
Proposed is 7.33 feet and 11.04 feet.
Ordinance requires a side yard setback for
AC Units of 5 feet. Proposed is +  3 feet 6
inches. Ordinance allows an eave en-
croachment into the side yard of 3 feet,
allowing a 7 foot side yard. Proposed is +
5.33 feet.

Martin & Karen Zahler, 1015 Ripley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a one-story addition and a deck
contrary to Sections 11.09E7, 12.04F1,
and 12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard
setback of 35 feet. Present is 40.78 feet.
Proposed is 28.85 feet. Ordinance allows
a maximum coverage by buildings and
above ground structures of 20% without a
deck. Present is 17.7%. Proposed is 21%.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
by buildings and above ground structures
of 22% with a deck. Proposed is 23.9%.

Steven & Lisa Simcox, 12 Breeze Knoll
Drive, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a one story addition and a patio
contrary to Section 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum improvement coverage of 40% or

7,200 square feet. Present is 39.2% or
8,544 square feet. Proposed is 36.9% or
8,043 square feet.

Mr. & Mrs. William McRoberts, 808
Franklin Avenue, Applicant seeks per-
mission to construct a one story addition
contrary to Sections 11.07E5 and 12.03D
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
20 feet. Present is 5.05 feet / 5.55 feet.
Proposed is 5.55 feet. Ordinance requires
a minimum front yard setback of 25 feet.
Proposed is 20.18 feet.

Shawn & Karla Flaherty, 220 South
Eculid Avenue, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a one-story addition con-
trary to Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 15 feet. Present
is 11 feet. Proposed is 11 feet.

Josephine Ward-Gallagher & James
Ward, 201 & 215 Prospect Street, Appli-
cant seeks permission to extend variance
approval (memorialized Sept. 11, 2006) to
allow two trailers to remain on the property
and to retain signage which was not granted
by the variance contrary to Sections
12.04A, 11.12E5, 11.12E7, 12.04G, 16.04,
and 11.12A of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance permits 1 (one) principal build-
ing or structure on a single lot. Proposed is
3. Ordinance requires a front yard setback
of 30.5 feet. Proposed is 180 feet for the
sales trailer, and 165 feet for the construc-
tion trailer. Ordinance requires a street
side yard setback on corner lots of 20 feet.
Proposed is 15 feet for the construction
trailer. Ordinance requires a minimum rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 10
feet for the sales trailer and 15 feet for the
construction trailer. Ordinance allows a
maximum all improvement coverage of
7,200 square feet. Proposed is 9,996
square feet. Ordinance does not allow
signage. Proposed are two signs. Ordi-
nance does not permit temporary trailers.
Present and proposed are two temporary
trailers.

Augusto Russo, 500-502 Summit
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
expand two rear decks contrary to Section
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum coverage by
buildings and above ground structures of
20%. Present is 19.6%. Proposed is 21.4%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 11/29/07, The Leader Fee: $112.20

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-25-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on November 20, 2007. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

An ordinance amending Section 118-4
of the Fanwood Borough Code to increase
dog license fees.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on December 11,
2007 at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Commerce Risk Con-
trol Services, 170 Route 70 East, Cherry
Hill, New Jersey 08934

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide 2008 CDL Random Alcohol and
Drug Testing Program.

DURATION: January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008

AMOUNT: Amount of $64.41 per CDL
holder.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Borough of
Fanwood has re-scheduled a Special
Meeting for  from December 10, 2007 to
Monday, January 14, 2007 at 7:30 PM to
be held at Fanwood Borough Hall, Mayor
and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 7:30
PM.  The purpose of the meeting is to hear
an application for subdivision to property
located at 85 Woodland Avenue, Fanwood,
otherwise known as Block 20, Lot 19.

Official action may be taken.
Pat Hoynes

Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Amalgamated Gen-
eral Agencies (AGA), 115 Grove Street
East, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform risk management consultant ser-
vices as detailed in the Bylaws if the Sub-
urban Joint Insurance Fund and the Mu-
nicipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund..

DURATION: January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008

AMOUNT: 2.5% of annual assessment
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT

FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-11-184

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services/Development of an
operation and maintenance manual for
sanitary sewer collection system.

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than June 30, 2008

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $4,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 11/29/07, The Times Fee: $19.38

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS…After finishing the regular season, 8-1-1, the 5th/
6th Grade Westfield Team 2 Eagles won the In-Town A Soccer Tournament after
a double overtime shoot-out. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ben Bass,
Matthew Wornow, Matthew Friedman, Chris Hendrix, Matthew Micele and
Nick LaRue; back row, Assistant coach Todd LaRue, Austin Moore, Adam Rush,
Conor Sheridan, Ethan Frisch, Cotter Spurlock, Matthew Tazbin, Eric Herber
and Head Coach Rob Herber. Missing: Andrew Gorczyca, Matthew Enslin and
Will Murtishaw.

STIFF HOOPS COMPETITION…Over Thanksgiving Weekend, the Westfield
Warriors 8th Grade Boys AAU Travel Basketball Team competed against top NJ/
NY and Pa teams in the Invitational HoopGroup Turkey Tip-off held in Pottstown,
Pa. Michael Giacone and Nathan Mitchell were named to the All-Tournament
Team. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Alex McCugh, James O’Rourke,
Jackson O’Leary, Peter Ondi and Nathan Mitchell; back row, Assistant Coaches
Pete Ondi and Michael Giacone, Ryan Elliott, Michael Giacone, Aswad Turner,
Dylan Elliott, Johnny Lanzano, Head Coach John O’Leary and Assistant Coach
Mark Mitchell. Missing was Christopher Albanese.

THIRD IN DIVISION…The Westfield Jaguars U14 girls soccer team finished
third out of 23 teams in its division. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kristen
Cotter, Casey Gillespie, Betsy Crossland and Aditi Jain; second row, Chandler
Robertson, Christina Gulla, Elizabeth Cusick, Lauren Oberlander, Lindsay
Ripperger and Elizabeth Griesmer; third row: Molly Jennings, Allison Harth,
Emily Hutchinson, Julia Mannino, Coaches George Cusick, Bob Oberlander and
John Ripperger. Missing: Sarah Murphy and Lauren Koenigsberg.

Westfield Jaguars Finish 3rd
In IC Youth Soccer League

The U14 Westfield Jaguars girls
soccer team finished third in the In-
tercounty Youth Soccer League
(ICYSL) with an exciting, 2-1 vic-
tory over Springfield this past week-
end. Westfield was led by superb tend-
ing by goalie Aditi Jain, who had
several nice saves.

Westfield scored first when Chris-
tina Gulla took a crossing pass from
Lauren Oberlander and nailed it. Early
in the second half, Oberlander con-
verted on a breakaway to make the
score 2-0. Springfield came up with a
score to make it 2-1.

The Westfield defense, led by
Emily Hutchinson, Julia Mannino,
Chandler Robertson, Sarah Murphy
and Allison Harth, yielded only 14
goals during the entire season.

Kristen Cotter and Jain shared the
goaltending responsibilities ex-
tremely well. The midfielders led by
Elizabeth Cusick, Casey Gillespie,
Elizabeth Griesmer, Molly Jennings
and Betsy Crossland did a tremen-
dous job of advancing the ball and
feeding the forwards. Forwards Lind-
say Ripperger, Lauren Koenigsberg,
Oberlander and Gulla, as well as
Cotter and Jain when not in goal, put
the finishing touches on the many
nice passes received from the
midfielders. The girls finished 5-3-1
in a very competitive league.

The team’s Keep It Positive award
was presented to Allison Harth for
representing the team throughout the
year in games and practices with out-
standing sportsmanship.

FINE SOCCER SEASON…The Westfield Turbine U14 finished first in the Mid-
New Jersey Soccer Association. Pictured, left to right, are: Coach David
VanderSchaaf, Brian VanderSchaaf, Michael Jones, Evan Friedman, David
Carville, Brandon Levan, John Kirna, Jake Vegara, Sean Doherty, Max Marchiano,
Joe McDonald, Steven Wronski, Greg Flood, Matt Lee, Eric Saunders, Michael
Woods and Coach Shawn Doherty. Not pictured: Henry Ritter.

WF U14 Turbine Turns
In 8-1-1 Soccer Season
The Westfield Turbine U14 boys

travel soccer team completed a fine
fall season with an 8-1-1 record and
finished in first place in the tough
Mid-New Jersey Soccer Association.

The team scored 27 goals and
allowed only 12, behind the
goalkeeping of Eric Saunders,
Steven Wronski and Brandon Levan.
Strikers Matt Lee, Michael Jones
and Jake Vegara provided the of-
fense. They were joined by
midfielders Sean Doherty, Greg
Flood, Joseph McDonald and Henry
Ritter.

Manning the defense for the Tur-
bine were David Carville and Evan
Friedman at left fullback; John
Kirna and Michael Woods at right
fullback, Max Marchiano as the
stopper and Brian VanderSchaaf as
sweeper. The team was coached by
Shawn Doherty and David
VanderSchaaf. SPFSA Soccer Begins

Spring Registration
Registration for the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Soccer
Association’s Pre-K, third/fourth
grade and Intercounty programs for
the spring is open and will close on
December 9. Residents wishing to
register may do so on-line at
scotchplainsfanwoodsoccer.com.

Cron Hockey Tourney
Set for Warinanco Rink

ROSELLE – Six of the best high
school hockey teams in New Jersey
will compete in the 25th Annual
George T. Cron Hockey Tournament
beginning Tuesday evening, Dec. 4,
at 6 p.m. at the Warinanco Ice Skating
Center in Roselle, a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Dec. 4 – 6 p.m.: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood vs. Westfield.
8:30 p.m.: Cranford vs. Summit.
Monday, Dec. 10 – 6 p.m.: Morris Knolls
vs. winner of Cranford/Summit.
8:30 p.m.: Mendham vs. winner of
Scotch Plains/Westfield.
Tuesday, Dec. 11 – 6 p.m.: Losing
teams from Dec. 4.
Wednesday, Dec. 12 – 6 p.m.: Losing
teams from Dec. 10.
8:30 p.m.: Winning teams from Dec.
10.

Spectator admission is $2 for adults
and $1 for students. The Warinanco
Ice Skating Center is located off Th-
ompson and Seventh avenues in
Roselle. The rink can also be ap-
proached from the St. Georges Av-
enue and Park Street entrances to
Warinanco Park, near the border with
the City of Elizabeth. For informa-
tion, please call (908) 298-7850.

Westfield HS Grads
Compete in College
Westfield High School gradu-

ates Nicholas Barba and Andrew
Brill, both freshmen, are members
of the Susquehanna University
(Selinsgrove, Pa.) men’s soccer
team that finished 9-7-2. Barba
played in 11 games and Brill played
in six. Senior Captain Sophie Hall,
a member of the Susquehanna Uni-
versity volleyball team, played in
108 games and finished the season
with 67 kills, 187 digs, 32 blocks,
a team-high 35 aces and 853 as-
sists. In her career, she notched
196 kills, 581 digs, 69 blocks, 136
aces and 3,748 assists in 391 games.

Freshman Kylie Fraser, daugh-
ter of Susan and Christopher Fraser,
has been selected to compete for
the Hamilton College (Clinton,
N.Y.) women’s swimming and div-
ing team.

U12 Cyclones Capture
Soccer Division Title
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Cy-

clones Under-12 girls’ soccer
travel team capped its undefeated
season with a 2-0 victory over host
Vernon on November 18 to clinch
the league championship in the
Flight 6 Division of the Morris
County Youth Soccer Association.
The six-team division was com-
prised of teams from Union, Mor-
ris, Somerset, Sussex and Passaic
counties.

The Cyclones finished 6-0-4 and
ended with 22 points. Runner-up
West Milford (6-1-3) finished with
21 points and third-place Vernon
(5-2-3) scored 18 points. The Cy-
clones roster consisted of Sara
Calabrese, Katie Duddy, Sara
Hayes, Carly Huxford, Kiera
Jacob, Hadley Jones, Bridget
Kelly, Jordan Lukowiak, Madison
Maisel, Amanda Marcus, Andrea
McNeely, Darcy Moran, Kyra
Morling, Olivia Schiffer and
Alexsis Venable.

Sue Campbell, who had played
at Rowan University in Glassboro,
was the coach. Team manager Jen
McNeely had many jobs, includ-
ing setting up tournaments, report-
ing scores to the league and bring-
ing the team rosters and player
cards to each game.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

SPFYBA Is Forming
Prep Baseball League

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball Association is cre-
ating its Prep League (Babe Ruth
16-18 Baseball) for players born
from April of 1992 through May
of 1989. Interested players are
asked to register for the spring
season by e-mailing Jim Morris,
the SPFYBA registration direc-
tor, at jmorris@metlife.com or
calling him at (908) 322-8387.

For more information on the
Prep League, contact Rick Sands,
SPFYBA commissioner, at
RDDDSands@comcast.net or call
him at (908) 361-4024.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDSHOME FOR RENT

WOW! Removated 4 You!
ScthPl - 4bd 2Bth + office, hwd
flrs, full bsmt, laundry, garage.
YOU MUST SEE! Like New!
Only 1950.00/m Call Now!

(732) 302-1440

NANNY NEEDED

Mtsde. family needs F/T nanny to
care for children ages 2 & 4. Must
drive and have car. Must speak
good English. Pd vaca/holidays

Call (908) 232-5735

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1 - 4

780 Cranford Ave., Westfield
Beautiful Center Hall Colonial,
totally renovated. 4 Bedrooms,
2 1/2 baths, gourmet kitchen.

(908) 803-0288

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
seeks part-time public relations
coordinator with strong writing
skills and desktop publishing
experience. Should be familiar
with Microsoft Word and
Publisher, Quark and web
maintenance. About 15 hours/
week. Email resume to vherbig@
fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org

FOUND: LOST STROLLER

Stroller found on East Broad
Street in front of Nirvana Store

on Friday November 16th.
Owner please call (908) 451-3233

2 RWJ GYM MEMBERSHIPS

For Sale: Two Robert Wood
Johnson (Scotch Plains) gym
memberships. Monthly dues are
fixed at $40.00 a month and all
classes are free. $800.00 each.

(908) 347-6289

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Busy Westfield NJ Financial Group
has immed. opening for a Cust
Serv Rep. Must have computer,
excellent communication &
organizational skills. Schedule
appts, data entry, mail, phones,
etc. M-F 10-2 $10-$12/hr. Fax
resume to (908) 789-3190 Attn: Joe

CRANFORD 1/2 DUPLEX

2 Bedroom, 1 bath, LR, DR,
Kitchen. New bath, hardwood
floors, freshly painted, Wash &
Dry included, small pet ok.
$1400 mo + utils + 1 1/2 month
security deposit. Call Mike @

(908) 693-4658YARD / ANTIQUES SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS
Nov 30 - Dec 2, 8AM - 3PM

1659 Frank St.
Furniture, Clocks, Ice box,

Secretary, Bedrooms, Tables,
Various HH Items

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/exper-
ienced agents! Excellent training!

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utilities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

WAITSTAFF

Private Country Club in Westfield
seeking PT/FT waitstaff.
EXCELLENT PAY. Benefits. Exp.
pref’d but not nec. Flex hours.
Call John @ (908) 232-4141.

CLEANING SERVICES

If you don’t have time to clean,
I’ll do it for you!

Good references, reliable.
6 yrs of exp.

Call me: Roberta Rocha
(973) 380-2093 or (201) 998-8738

DOG SITTING

Dog Sitting in my home
Mature, responsible, dog owner
of 40 years would like to make
your dog comfortable while you’re
away. Please call (908) 917-0776

MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Professional Massage Therapists
needed for busy clinic. Must carry
liability insurance, have
knowledge of Swedish & Deep
Tissue massage. Flexible
schedule, steady clientele,
medical plan available.
Fax resumes to (973) 571-1344
or call Helen @ (908) 233-4442

ASSISTANT MANAGER/ SALES

Assistant Management opportu-
nity at one of the fastest growing
Health/Fitness franchises in the
US. Candidates should possess
strong management & sales ex-
perience, excellent people skills,
must be well organized & capable
of managing a staff of 20+. Salary
and commission $28 - $40K.
Fax resumes to (908) 832-2366
or call Gregg @ (908) 832-7793.SALES ASSOCIATES

Full and part-time Front Desk
Sales Associates needed for
Health & Fitness franchise. Must
be professional & customer
service-oriented. Hourly wage +
commission. Medical plan available.
Fax resumes to (973) 571-1344
or call Helen at (908) 233-4442.

P/T RECEPTIONIST

Temp. position needed for tax
season – Jan 14 to Apr 15.

Experienced receptionist w/ light
clerical for busy CPA office in
Fanwood. Hrs M-F 3pm-7pm

Call (908) 889-9500.

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top, brand name in
sealed plastic w/warranty. $175

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser & mirror and nite stand.

Value $3000 sacrifice $1275.
Call (732) 259-6690

TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS
Southwyck Village
Large Upgraded

2 Bedroom Unit with New Kitchen
Pool, Tennis & Club House

(732) 381-1172

HOUSEKEEPING

Residential house cleaning,
exellent refs, 13 yrs. exp, reliable,
own transportation, move-in -
move-out service, laundry, etc.

Call Kathy (908) 868-0371

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

LIVING ROOM FURNITURE

Ethan Allen furniture: fold-out
couch (82"), love seat (58"), 2
wing back chairs, cherry wood
octagonal table, french cane back
accent chair, Hancock & Moore
Leather Statolounger. Asking
$2000. Enjoy for the holidays!

Call (908) 231-4122 (Mtsd)

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nanny/Sitter in Westfield needed
for our wonderful 5 yr old son.
3 days p/wk, 30-35 hrs. Drivers
Lic, & car. Non-smokers only.
Dependable, responsible. Start on
before Jan. 2. Please contact:

(201) 388-8462 or
Westfield37@gmail.com

PERSONAL TRAINER

Personal Trainer available to train
you in the comfort of your own
home. Nutrition counseling
included. Need to get motivated
and get in shape for the holidays.
Gift certificates available. Buddy
training offered. Please call Kim
R.N. (732) 580-8495

OFFICE MANAGER

Small local Design Firm needs
responsible Office Mgr. to run front
office. Responsibilities include
Accounts Receivable/Payable,
Payroll, Time Tracking, Phones,
Filing & other light office duties.
Computer experience a must.
Experience w/MYOB,
QuickBooks or other accounting
software a big plus. email resume
to: jwright141@gmail.com

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Roofing • Siding
Gutters

ROOFS Asphalt, Slate,
Composite, Flat Roofs

R.T. CORBET L.L.C.

GUTTERS Aluminum, Copper,
Built-In Systems

908-771-0007 • 732-528-8994

All systems new and repaired
Expert problem solver

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
NJ Reg. Contractor

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

YOU  all about 

 QUALITY MATERIALS 

                  NO 

   CUTTING CORNERS 

ATTENTION TO 

                DETAIL 

         CEO ALWAYS 

          AVAILABLE 

REMODELING TO A HIGHER STANDARD [BUILDING QUALITY FIRST] 

Wm. J Keenan Building & Remodeling, LLC www.wjkeenancontracting.com 

CALL US @ 732.463.0047  NJ Lic/Reg. # 13VH00565300 

B & BB & BB & BB & BB & B

Car ServiceCar ServiceCar ServiceCar ServiceCar Service
  LOCAL  & LONG  DISTANCE

Airports * Hotels * Train Stations

Night Clubs * Casinos

908 * 967 * 7934
BBcarservice@yahoo.com

A  R
Windows &
Patio Doors
Experts

&
Professional

Installation • Free Estimates

732-322-8462
Cell: 848-203-1566

Lic.#: 13VH01775100

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement

40 North Avenue Garwood  •  Ph: 908-789-1790

Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Basement Waterproofing

Experts in Interior French Draining

& Exterior Drainage Systems.

All Workmanship Guaranteed.

DiBello MASONRY
1-800-334-182225 Years Experience Fully Bonded & Insured
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Imperial Brass Wish Public
A ‘Brassy Little Christmas’
WESTFIELD – The Imperial Brass

will perform two holiday concerts in
early December and will celebrate
the release of their new CD, “Have
Yourself A Brassy Little Christmas.”

Guest conductor Glen Daum and
guest soloist Claudia Perry will join
the Imperial Brass, a 27-piece brass
ensemble based in Westfield.

The band, known for performing a
wide range of musical stylings, fo-
cused on well-known holiday works.
The all-brass instrumentation and
unique arrangements brings a musi-
cal appeal to all.

To appeal to audience members of
all generations, the band will perform
classics such as “White Christmas”
by Irving Berlin, “O Holy Night,”
“Jingle Bells” and “Sleigh Ride” by
Leroy Anderson.

The Imperial Brass will perform a
trio of works originally arranged for
the Canadian Brass and New York
Philharmonic Brass Quintet that were

subsequently reworked for the in-
strumentation of the Imperial Brass
for the CD and upcoming concerts.

These selections include “Rhap-
sody Noel” by Joseph Turrin, “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”
arranged by Glen Daum and “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town” arranged
by Mark Freeh.

Additional highlights for the
evening include “Farandole” from
George Bizet’s opera L’Arlessienne
and “New Born Babe” by Bruce
Broughton.

Glen Daum joins the Imperial Brass
as guest conductor, having conducted
the ensemble for the recording of
“Have Yourself A Brassy Little Christ-
mas.” He has been an active com-
poser, arranger and producer in New
York for 25 years.

Guest artists on the album include
Joseph Alessi, Warren Vache and
Laura Schutter.

Mr. Alessi is currently principal
trombonist with the New York Phil-
harmonic and on the faculty of The
Juilliard School. Mr. Vache is a musi-
cian on the cornet, trumpet and
flugelhorn and has recorded with art-
ists such as Benny Goodman, Rose-
mary Clooney and Woody Herman.

Ms. Schutter is a singer/actress,
having performed on Broadway in
works such as The Apple Tree, Kiss
Me Kate and currently in Mary
Poppins.

The Imperial Brass will perform
this Sunday at 3 p.m. at the Zion
Lutheran Church located at 941
Slocum Avenue in Ridgefield. For
further information, contact (201)
945-1873.

The group will also perform on
Saturday, December 8, at 7 p.m. at the
Redeemer Lutheran Church located
at 229 Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield. For information, contact
(908) 232-1592.

HAVE YOURSELF...The Imperial Brass wishes Westfield residents a “Brassy
Little Christmas.” The Imperial Brass will perform this Sunday at the Zion
Lutheran Church in Ridgefield and next Saturday at Westfield’s Redeemer
Lutheran Church.

Westfield Chorale Presents
‘Carols’ This Weekend

Chansonettes to Present
‘Once Upon A Holiday’

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield will begin its tour for the
upcoming holiday season, entitled
“Once Upon a Holiday,” on Sunday,
December 2, at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

 The program will feature songs of
the season, including “Christmas on
Broadway,” “The Bells,” African
Noel,” “Hanukah Nagilah” and “Let
There Be Peace on Earth.”

The tour will continue on Tuesday,
December 4 at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights;
Wednesday, December 5, at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in
Westfield; Tuesday, December 11, at
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in
Garwood and on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 12, at Winchester Gardens in
Maplewood.

The Chansonettes is an all women’s
choral group under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. For more information, call vice
presidents Nancy Vickers at (908)
654-8675 or Claudia Osborne at (908)
232-0477.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Cho-
rale appears this weekend for the 20th
year at the First Baptist Church’s
annual “Carols in the Round” pro-
gram.

The Chorale will lead the audience
in carols while also singing Christ-
mas favorites such as “Do You Hear
What I Hear?” “Carol of the Bells,”
Gustav Holsts’s “Christmas Day” and
Adolphe Adam’s “Cantique de Noel.”

The Westfield Chorale’s presence
in this annual program began in 1987
when William Mathews, minister of
music at First Baptist and Westfield
High School choral director, started
the group with 23 high-school stu-
dents.

Since that time, 392 singers have
given their time and talents to present
a program, which is now one of
Westfield’s Christmas traditions.

The Chorale has made three re-
cordings over the years and donated

its net proceeds from the concert
(more than $38,000) to local chari-
ties, with this year’s recipient being
the Emmanuel Cancer Foundation in
Scotch Plains.

“Carols in the Round” will be held
this Saturday and Sunday, December
1 and 2, at 4 p.m. Although Saturday’s
performance has been sold out, a num-
ber of tickets, which can be purchased
for $8, remain for the Sunday con-
cert.

To reserve tickets, call the First
Baptist Church at (908) 233-2278 or
e-mail the church at
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.
The church is located at 170 Elm
Street, across from the Bank of
America.

"Reading is good for you."

goleader.com • timesnj.com

The Leader The Times
New Subscriber Renewal

One Year - $28 Two Years - $52 Three Years - $76
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Subscribe and renew online - goleader.com/subscribe

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tel. (908) 232-4407 • editor@goleader.com

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

State Zip

E-mail:

Recent Home Sales

Gregory P. and Tara R. Shugar to
Michael and Jennifer Concannon, 765
Clarence Street, $990,000.

Fox and Foxx Development, LLC
to Nicola S. Morris and John W. Van
Lonkhuyzen, 719 Harding Street,
$1,027,582.

Angelina Wansaw to Janice
Papandrea, 629 Stirling Place,
$570,000.

Barbara J. McCarthy to Thomas
Diaz and Dana Uszal, 118 Virginia
Street, $405,000.

Florence M. Zhelesnik to Charles
R. and Lisa A. Ostroff, 532 Coleman
Place, $600,000.

Thomas H. and Rhonda L. Kean,
Jr. to James and Kristi Murray, 405
Harrison Avenue, $730,000.

Angela I. Powers to Edward
McGovern, 3rd, 637 Drake Place,
$495,000.

Debra Gayle Sruart to John F. and
Rebecca V. Schroppe, 624 Drake
Place, $520,000.

David M. and Lori Danieli to Old
Republic National Title Insurance
Co., 138 Greene Place, $784,000.

Old Republic National Title Insur-
ance Co. to Frank and Melissa
Richards, 138 Greene Place,
$665,000.

THINKING YOUNG…Retired engineer Sam Bayer spoke to the Rotary Club of
Westfield November 13 regarding ways to counteract the aging process. He
discussed Dr. William Evans’ book “Astrofit,” which touts exercise, diet and a
positive attitude to minimize the effects of normal aging. Pictured with Mr. Bayer
is Rotarian Diana Taylor, an associate with Century 21 Taylor and Love in
Westfield, who has perfect attendance at the club’s weekly meetings for 19 years.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets for lunch and a program every Tuesday from
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

GIVE TO OTHERS...While visiting pre-kindergarten students, Westfielders
Alejandro Vollbrechthausen and Nicholas D’Amore, fifth graders at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, explained the importance of helping others by
donating canned goods, hams and turkeys to the Lower School food drive.
Alejandro is the son of Alejandro and Lucila Vollbrechthausen. Nicholas is the son
of Anthony and Tammy D’Amore.

Children’s Entertainer
To Visit For Hanukkah

SCOTCH PLAINS – Children’s
performer ShirLaLa will visit the Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey on Thursday, Decem-
ber 6, at 6:30 p.m. to help area fami-
lies celebrate Hanukkah.

The entertainer will present a “fast,
fun and frenetic show,” according to
the JCC. A traditional candle-light-
ing ceremony will complete the cel-
ebration.

Everyone is welcome to attend.
Tickets are $10 per adult and $8 per
child. All attendees will receive a
goody bag of Hanukkah treats.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, contact Dana Brenner at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 203,
or dbrenner@jccnj.org.

Arts & Education News

Clean Elections Districts Are
Different in New Jersey Poll
AREA – Compared to voters

statewide, voters in the experimen-
tal clean elections districts were
more likely to say they had heard or
read about clean elections legisla-
tion and had heard or read about the
legislative races in their district.

According to a study undertaken
jointly by Rutgers’ Eagleton Insti-
tute of Politics and Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Public Mind
Poll for the Clean Elections Citi-
zens’ Advisory Committee, 22 per-
cent of likely voters statewide but
44 percent of voters in clean elec-
tions districts heard some or quite a
lot about the experimental legisla-
tion. In addition, just 37 percent of
likely voters statewide compared to
70 percent of likely voters in clean
elections districts reported they
heard some or quite a lot about the
legislative races in their district.

“There was a distinct and posi-
tive change this year in voters’
awareness of the reform legislation
compared to two years ago,” said
Tim Vercellotti, director of polling
at Eagleton.

Voters in clean elections districts
were also far more likely than other
voters around the state to say their
legislative races focused on candi-
dates’ issue positions rather than on
personalities. While 41 percent of
voters in clean elections districts
said their campaigns stressed is-
sues and 42 percent said their cam-
paigns stressed personal character-
istics, just 25 percent of voters state-
wide said their legislative races
stressed issues and 45 percent said
the campaign emphasized person-
ality.

“A campaign focused on issues
rather than on personality is what
you hope happens with public fi-
nancing of elections,” said Ingrid
Reed, Director of the New Jersey
Project at Eagleton.

Likely voters in clean election
districts reported getting more di-
rect mailings from the campaigns
than voters statewide (82 percent to
49 percent) and reading more ar-
ticles in the newspaper about their
races (74 percent to 56 percent).
However only one in four voters (28
percent) in the clean elections dis-
tricts could remember receiving any

mailings from the state — mailings
that were supposed to explain and
promote participation in the clean
elections races.

One thing that did not differ much
between statewide surveys and sur-
veys in the clean elections districts
was voters’ trust in the legislature.
Only 14 percent of voters statewide
and 20 percent of voters in the clean
elections districts said they can trust
the state legislature to do what is
right most or all of the time. Like-
wise, 55 percent of voters statewide
and 52 percent of voters in clean
elections districts said they are “very
concerned” about the influence of
campaign contributors on the state
legislature after the election.

In addition, 39 percent of likely
voters statewide and 41 percent of
voters in clean election districts said
they are “not confident at all” that
public financing can reduce the in-
fluence of large donors in the politi-
cal process.

“People’s skepticism about the
election process shows up in low
turnout, low trust in government
and high concern about the influ-
ence of money,” said Peter Woolley,
director of the Fairleigh Dickinson
University poll. “But public skepti-
cism also applies to public financ-
ing as a solution.”

Statewide polls were taken Sep-
tember 21 to 26 and October 22 to
28 and have a margin of error of +/
- 4 percentage points. The clean
elections districts – the 14th, 24th
and 37th legislative districts – were
polled October 29 through Novem-
ber 5 and have a margin of error of
+/- 5 percentage points. The study
was underwritten by the Fund for
New Jersey and the New Jersey
Chamber of Commerce.

For more information, see
publicmind.fdu.edu and
eagletonpoll.rutgers.edu/

All interviews were conducted by
telephone by professionally trained
interviewers using a CATI (Com-
puter Assisted Telephone Interview-
ing system). Respondents in state-
wide surveys were identified by ran-
dom digit dialing (RDD). Respon-
dents in clean elections legislative
districts were identified through reg-
istered voter lists.

Internal Revenue Announces
2008 Standard Mileage Rates

WASHINGTON — The Internal
Revenue Service Tuesday issued the
2008 optional standard-mileage rates
used to calculate the deductible costs
of operating an automobile for busi-
ness, charitable, medical or moving
purposes. Beginning January 1, the
standard-mileage rates for the use of
a car (including vans, pickups or panel
trucks) will be: 50.5 cents per mile
for business miles driven; 19 cents
per mile driven for medical or mov-
ing purposes and 14 cents per mile
driven in service of charitable organi-
zations.

The new rate for business miles
compares to a rate of 48.5 cents per
mile for 2007. The new rate for medi-
cal and moving purposes compares to
20 cents in 2007. The rate for miles
driven in service of charitable organi-
zations has remained the same.

The standard-mileage rate for busi-

ness is based on an annual study of
the fixed and variable costs of operat-
ing an automobile; the standard rate
for medical and moving purposes is
based on the variable costs as deter-
mined by the same study. Runzheimer
International, an independent con-
tractor, conducted the study for the
IRS.

The mileage rate for charitable
miles is set by law. According to the
IRS, a taxpayer may not use the busi-
ness standard-mileage rate for a ve-
hicle after using any depreciation
method under the Modified Acceler-
ated Cost Recovery System
(MACRS), after claiming a Section
179 deduction for that vehicle, for
any vehicle used for hire or for more
than four vehicles used simulta-
neously. Revenue Procedure 2007-
70 contains additional information
on these standard mileage rates.

FEAST…Students at St. Bartholomew
Academy (SBA) celebrated Thanks-
giving as a school family on November
20. They feasted on turkey, mashed
potatoes, gravy, corn, pumpkin bread,
rolls and ice-cream sandwiches. SBA is
located on Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains and provides a high-quality aca-
demic education in a value-forming
environment for students from Pre-K
to eighth grade. Pictured are fourth
graders Joey Buttigheri and Lauren
Kaminskas.

SCOUTS FLYING HIGH…Ed Garfield and Jim Carroll of the Paramus Flying
Club give scouts from Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield Pack 73 an
early Sunday morning pre-flight inspection of a Cessna at Linden Airport.
Pictured, from left to right, are Ed Garlfield, Jim Carroll, Spencer Vito, Russell
Weber, Kyle Feste, Rory McGovern, scout leader Joseph Scalia, Matthew
Kujawski, Daniel Scalia, John Corrao, Anthony Scalia and Ronan Hagar.

12 O’Clock Club Plans
Christmas Festivities
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Wil-

low Grove 12 O’Clock Club will
present a luncheon and Christmas
program at noon on Tuesday, De-
cember 11, at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains.

The children from the Willow
Grove Pre-School will present their
Christmas Pageant. Following the
pageant there will be special Christ-
mas music and a carol sing-along
presented by the Reverends
Cynthia and Jeffrey Cochran-
Carney of the Willow Grove
Church.

The cost of the luncheon is $5.
Reservations are due by Friday, De-
cember 7. To make a reservation or to
arrange for transportation, call the
church office at (908) 232-5678 or  e-
mail the church at
info@willowgrovechurch.org.

The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road, across the street from
the Scotch Plains Southside
Firehouse and near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. The building
is handicap-accessible.

Swain Galleries Display
Christmas Miniatures
AREA – The annual Christmas

Miniatures exhibit at Swain Galleries
in Plainfield will showcase the small-
scale art of some 25 New York and
New Jersey gallery artists from De-
cember 1 to 29.

The multi-media event will feature
four new artists to the gallery, includ-
ing Paula Pearl of Fanwood. In addi-
tion, the event will showcase the works
of fellow Fanwood resident S. Allyn
Schaeffer and Westfield’s Max Sang.

Swain’s is located in the crescent
historic district at 703 Watchung Av-
enue. For more details, call (908)
756-1707.

Mid-Day Musicales
Welcome Duo Fresco
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
continuation of its Mid-Day Musi-
cales concerts for the season of Ad-
vent with a program by Duo Fresco –
violist Brett Deubner and guitarist
Christopher Kenniff – on Wednes-
day, December 5, at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon, available for $5, in the
church social hall.

The upcoming program will in-
clude works by Telemann and
Vaughan Williams. John Oliver Duo
Fresco presents music from the Ba-
roque era to the present; together,
they continue to expand the reper-
toire for their duo by working with
contemporary composers and by cre-
ating their own transcriptions of ex-
isting repertoire.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations, call the church
office at (908) 233-2494.

Community/Government
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Premiere Stages Seeks
Scripts from NJ Playwrights
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean

University is currently accepting play
submissions from professional play-
wrights born or currently residing in
New Jersey for the Premiere Stages
Play Festival.

The festival is also open to play-
wrights in the greater-metropolitan
area (New York, Connecticut and
Pennsylvania).

“We are looking for plays that offer
fresh perspectives on contemporary
issues,” said John Wooten, producing
artistic director of Premiere Stages.
“We invite local playwrights and pa-
trons to join us in the process of
developing original work for the
stage.”

Interested playwrights should sub-
mit either a synopsis or full script
(through an agent). All playwrights
who have been asked to submit full
scripts, including those not selected
for expanded development, will re-
ceive an evaluation of the submitted
play from the panel upon request.

Three of the plays submitted will
be selected for development at Pre-
miere Stages. The three plays will be
given public readings, and talkbacks
with the audience and panel will fol-
low each reading.

The panel will work with the pro-
ducing artistic director of Premiere
Stages to select one of the three plays
for a June 2008 Equity Staged Read-
ing, and the play deemed to be fur-
thest along in its development will
receive a fully produced Equity pro-
duction in July 2008.

A cash prize will be awarded to
three of the participating playwrights.
The play selected for full production
will be awarded $2,000; the play se-
lected for the June reading will be
awarded $750 and a runner-up will be
awarded $500.

There is no fee required to submit
to the Festival. Playwrights can down-
load submission guidelines from
kean.edu/premierestages or can call
(908) 737-4092.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

For a better appreciation of the old-
English epic “Beowulf,” transported
here by director Robert Zemeckis from
its oral roots to a full-blown CGI treat-
ment sure to intrigue the most discern-
ing of Geeks, there’s this suggestion –
do what you did in high school. Mrs.
Rehrman, your English teacher, will
be none the wiser. Read the Cliff Notes.

For all the universally understood
bravado, lust and swordplay this
revolutionary eyeful offers, its po-
etic mysticism remains obscure. It
is sixth-century Denmark and, un-
like our sophisticated knowledge of
such things like life, death and the
hereafter, these poor souls are mired
in a lot of ambiguous booga-booga.
To complicate matters, they have
monsters.

Of specific concern to King
Hrothgar (Anthony Hopkins) and his
loyal followers is Grendel (Crispin
Glover), party-pooper
extraordinaire. Whenever they make
merry in the mead hall (that’s beer
garden to you and me), the ugly
specter swoops down and demon-
izes the celebrants. The depiction of
said murder and mayhem is quite
graphic.

With guilt already in full and ac-
cepted use, old Hrothgar ascribes the
curse to past sins. Young, sort of inno-
cent Queen Wealthow (Robin Wright
Penn), nods in agreement. But, the
king rationalizes, if it’s the age of
monsters and evil omens, then ‘tis
also the era of heroes. So he adver-
tises for one: “Slay the monster and
earn half my gold.”

Not one to miss a cue, the great
Geat warrior Beowulf, portrayed via
computer transmutation by Ray
Winstone, washes ashore with his
devoted thanes (that’s homies to us).
Hopeful and elated, Hrothgar accedes
to reopening the shuttered mead hall
when the big guy palavers about the
king’s legendary brew. He’ll mix busi-
ness with pleasure.

Though it’s been some 15 centu-
ries since Beowulf’s fateful confron-
tation with Grendel, just in case you
still haven’t heard the outcome, this
column won’t presume to play spoiler.
The same goes concerning the upshot
of a subsequent challenge from
Grendel’s mother, voiced and CGI-
epitomized by Angela Jolie. The rest
is history, or not.

Fact is, with epics – almost every
country has one – the line between
myth and history is allowably blurred.
Such is convention when gloriously
justifying the birth of a nation. I.e.-
“The Iliad” explains the nascence of
Greek civilization; “The Aeneid” does
it for Rome. America even has one in
Joel Barlow’s “Vision of Columbus.”
Alas, it never sold.

And even though “Beowulf” takes
place outside the “Island Kingdom,”
the roots of England’s birth are seen
as taking hold in the illustrious tales
of those Nordic and Germanic tribes
that will ultimately fight it out, merge
and evolve into Britons. Not that you’d
know it from Mr. Zemeckis’s film, or
from Mrs. Rehrman’s class, for that
matter.

Just how the Cliff Notes authors know
the real skinny is a mystery. But don’t
feel bad if you don’t get it all. Scholars
are still arguing it out…from who wrote

Beowulf: Of Geats
And Gigabytes

it and when (right now, “Anonymous”
and “somewhere between the eighth
and 10th centuries A.D.” are in the lead)
to the extent of its Christian influence.
Your job is to just enjoy it.

To that end, Zemeckis’s ambitious
work is intermittently successful. It’s
epochal all right, the computer-gen-
erated imagery allowing the film-
maker to purvey just about any land-
scape and pull all sorts of dragons out
of the firmamental hat. Still, the tech-
nology has its intrinsic confinements.
There is that by-now-familiar,
gigabyte/pixel look.

Indeed, Zemeckis has taken it an-
other step. And, for the first 15 min-
utes or so you can’t help but marvel at
how the real-life actors, actually do-
ing their thing in front of a blue screen,
are stenciled over into these much
more than cartoon characters. It is
near seamless.

So much so, in fact, that we forgive
the film for humming the scenery
when it might have been making the
story a bit more accessible. Yet we
quickly jade. Just as with fine art,
whether done in traditional oils, wa-
tercolors or even in what might trans-
late here as the “new acrylic,” it’s the
subject at its heart, the story, that will
or will not carry the day.

Nonetheless, it’s pretty wild stuff.
Here’s this pre-Medieval, pre-
Gutenberg legend, invigoratively re-
told in the most cutting-edge way.
There’s something adventuresome
and oddly ennobling about suffusing
oneself in what essentially proves an
interesting paragraph in the study of
our literature.

It also can’t help but remind of
Marshall McLuhan’s prophecy about
the medium being the message. While
this Beowulf might entertain, it may
not be in the way that “Anonymous”
had intended. All of which prompts
Carnegie Mellon’s Erin Goldberger
to sum up the literary experiment by
speculating, “What’s next…‘The
Iliad’ performed by robots?”

* * *
Beowulf, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Robert Zemeckis and stars the voices
and computer-transformed images of
Ray Winstone, Robin Wright Penn
and Anthony Hopkins. Running time:
116 minutes.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/ Times
‘SILENT’ TREATMENT…Dina
Matos-McGreevey signs copies of her
new book “Silent Partner” for attend-
ees at the Springfield Library on Sun-
day afternoon. “I had no intensions of
writing a book,” she told the audience,
“but people were pretending to know
who I am or what I’m about. I wrote the
book for my 5-year-old daughter to read
when she’s older,” she said.

Reverend James Cyr Tells a Tale
From the Heart in ‘Cracked Pot’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After decades
of emotional pain resulting from five
congenital birth defects and multiple
forms of child abuse, Reverend James
Cyr had to make a decision.

Would he allow the experiences of
the past to make him bitter or make
him better?

Reverend Cyr’s moving story of
sexual, physical and emotional abuse
at the hands of his parents and other
relatives, and his subsequent heal-
ing, is explained in a newly released
memoir entitled “The Cracked Pot:
Finding Grace in the Cracks of Child-
hood Abuse.”

The book also details one of the
most serious affects of his painful
childhood – Dissociative Identity
Disorder (DID), the psychological
process of adapting to trauma, also
known as “multiple-personality dis-
order.”

In order to deal with his trauma,
Reverend Cyr’s psyche split into 15
different personalities.

Until treated in psychotherapy,
these personas, referred to as “al-
ters” or “my kids” in the book, sabo-
taged his professional and personal
life.

“The abuses I suffered as a child
caused me to feel like giving up
many times,” said Reverend Cyr, a
Scotch Plains resident.

“I hope ‘A Cracked Pot’ shows
there is hope for healing and gives
the reader the courage to seek help.”

According to the author, an Ameri-
can Baptist Minister, the idea to write
his book came after he began to

openly tell his story.
“I would speak at churches about

my own recovery, and people would
come up to me and tell me how they
have gone through similar things,” he
continued.

“I want the book to be a help to
people. I want them to know that they
shouldn’t be ashamed of what hap-

pened to them.”
Reverend Cyr has worked as a Min-

ister of Christian Education in a Bap-
tist church, a correctional chaplain in
both a county jail and a state prison,
as well as a pastor and a life-skills
supervisor at a residential treatment
center for emotionally disturbed boys.

Currently, he serves as a crisis-
intervention specialist for NJ Divi-

sion of Children’s Behavioral Health,
working under the sponsorship of
Catholic Charities.

In addition, Reverend Cyr spends
his time as a professional storyteller
who belongs to the National
Storytelling Network, the Healing
Story Alliance and the Network of
Biblical Storytellers.

“Stories can help people find
wholeness. I tell stories of healing,
wisdom and faith,” he said, adding
that the stories he tells fall into the
categories of folk tales, fairy tales,
sacred stories or stories from his
own life.

“My own story in ‘A Cracked Pot’
shows that the wounds of a painful
childhood can be healed, and they
can be transformed into a way to
help others also,” he continued.

To accomplish his mission of heal-
ing through stories, Reverend Cyr
has created a website – Heart Tales –
through which he shares stories that
allow people to connect their hearts
to their true selves, to others and to
God.

Each month he produces a free
monthly e-mail newsletter that con-
tains an inspirational story.

He will also suggest for contem-
plation a story concerning a specific
issue.

In addition, he conducts workshops
for beginning storytellers and on the
therapeutic use of stories for mental
and behavioral health clients.

“The Cracked Pot” is available
through a link on Reverend Cyr’s
website, hearttales.net.

The author can be reached at
jim@hearttales.net.

Reverend James Cyr

FUMC Hosts Annual
Holiday Bazaar

WESTFIELD – The United Meth-
odist Women of Westfield’s First
United Methodist Church will hold
its annual holiday bazaar on Decem-
ber 2. It will take place in the church’s
Fellowship Hall at 1 East Broad Street.

Holiday gifts, crafts, baked goods
and Maasai beads will be on sale. A
casserole lunch will also be available.
Proceeds from the event will benefit
charities including the Women’s Shel-
ter of Elizabeth.

For more information, contact Su-
san Granski in the church office at
(908) 233-4211.

Masterwork Calls All
Singers for Messiah

AREA – The public can join mem-
bers of the Masterwork Chorus in
singing through Handel’s Messiah on
Sunday, December 9, at 2 p.m. at the
Chatham United Methodist Church,
located at 460 Main Street.

Patterned after Masterwork
Chorus’s Summer Sing program, the
sing-through of Messiah is appropri-
ate for older children and all adults
who like to sing.

A professional pianist will accom-
pany the sing, which will be con-
ducted by Tom Cunningham, associ-
ate conductor of The Masterwork
Chorus and music director of the pro-
fessional Manhattan Choral En-
semble. Fellowship and a high tea of
holiday treats will follow.

Admission to the Messiah sing is
$10 and includes the complimentary
high tea. Listeners and students are
welcome for $5. Those interested may
bring their own scores of Messiah or
rent one for the afternoon.

For more information, call
Katherine Becker, the event co-chair,
at (973) 376-6705 or visit
masterwork.org.

WF Beauty Queen Appears
On TV, in Movie and Ballet

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – She’s a beauty
queen.

Westfield’s Sherryl Pascal, Mrs.
New Jersey 2008, doesn’t take of-
fense to the label; she’s proud of it.

“I’ve always been fashion-obsessed
and beauty-obsessed,” she confessed
in a recent phone interview with The
Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The wife and mother of three is
busy juggling the household, making
appearances and, most recently, ap-
pearing in the movie Sex and the City
and the TV show “Gossip Girl,” which
airs Wednesday nights on The CW
Channel 11 at 9 p.m.

“After spending 17 hours on the set
in Brooklyn for Sex and the City, I
now have a new appreciation for what
actors go through,” she explained with
a laugh. “I always thought it looked
so easy.”

Granted, she has unnamed parts in
both appearances, but Mrs. New Jer-
sey relishes them as if they were
starring roles. In “Gossip Girl,” she
plays the mother of one of the charac-
ters. “I must admit, I really hadn’t
followed the show,” she said of the
popular teen-scene-books-turned-TV
program.

“I got to walk back and forth [dur-
ing] a scene in my beautiful designer
gown,” she said. “You need to supply
your own wardrobe,” she noted.

Yet, for Mrs. Pascal, the beauty-
pageant business is not just about
having a pretty face and wearing fash-
ionable clothes. Winners are required
to use their titles for a cause.

Mrs. NJ’s platform is a double one
– dyslexic awareness is her first cause
because she has gone through the
situation first-hand with her 12–year–
old son, Spencer.

“I’ve witnessed the confusion and
frustration a child goes through if he
is dyslexic. I want to help educate
people about it,” she explained.

The second aspect of her charity-
based platform is supporting the New
Jersey Ballet. Her son has performed
with the NJ Ballet for three years.
After dancing four days per week,
Spencer has new focus. “I’ve seen
what ballet has done for him.”

A former dancer herself, Mrs. Pas-

cal played the lead queen in “La
Esmeralda” earlier this month at the
NJ Ballet Gala at the Community

Theater, Mayo Center, in Morristown.
Because of her love of ballet, she

makes appearances and acts as a spokes-

A GOOD CAUSE...Mrs. NJ, Sherryl
Pascal of Westfield, has made dyslexia
awareness a focal point of her plat-
form. Her son, Spencer, is dyslexic but
has found new focus after performing
in the New Jersey Ballet, an organiza-
tion that Mrs. Pascal supports.

Pearl Street Exhibits
Paintings by Late Cammon
WESTFIELD – The gallery space

at the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs will dis-
play an exhibit of paintings by the
late Bill Cammon of Union, a former
Westfield Art Association member.
The gallery is located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of Mr. Cammon’s ab-
stract watercolor paintings is on dis-
play at the Pearl Street Gallery through
December 6. Gallery hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

Mr. Cammon died unexpectedly
on October 2. His family and friends
are honoring his memory by present-
ing the artwork he had selected for
this exhibit.

Mr. Cammon was a painter whose
concentration on the figure and portrai-
ture was augmented by an equal inter-
est in the abstract theater of visual arts.

Over the years, Mr. Cammon es-
tablished many relationships with
professional and social organiza-
tions. He was a lifetime member of
the Art Students League, the West

Essex Art Association, the Newark
Museum as a member, student and
instructor, the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation, the Fairlawn Art Associa-
tion, the New Jersey Center for the
Arts and others.

“I believe that an artist’s represen-
tations are not about the objects on
the canvas or paper but rather about
the artist who painted it and the effect
that object had on him or her. It is that
affect and impact that creates the real
individual story, and we all know that
this is about story telling,” Mr.
Cammon said of his work.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery are welcome
to apply.

For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery or to learn about
other programs and services, contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affair.

For more, call (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay users can dial 711 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

person on behalf of the company.
“I’m very excited to be partnering

with Neiman Marcus to sponsor a NJ
Ballet fundraiser/benefit in March,”
she said.

When Mrs. Pascal goes with her
family to the Mrs. America finals in
July, she will travel to San Antonio,
Tex., where she’ll compete in areas of
personal interview, most photogenic,
swimsuit, on-stage question and gown.

On a more somber note, she shared
that in 2000, she was diagnosed with
thyroid cancer and, until recently, it
had been in remission.

In the last few weeks, however, the
cancer has returned. She said it’s
something that she needs to stay posi-
tive about.

Her 13-year-old daughter, Victoria,
is thinking of entering a teen pageant
in order to help her mother raise
money and awareness for the disease.

“All of my children like to try to
take care of me — Spencer, Victoria
and 10-year-old Maxwell.”

In fact, her battle has become a
rallying point for the family. With the
help of her children, husband Roy
and their positive attitude, she’s opti-
mistic. “It’s kind of become a whole-
family project,” she said.

A Painter ‘On the Edge,’
Larko Presents at domo

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Valeri Larko, the di-
rector of the Tomasulo Art Gallery at
Union County College, has made a
name for herself with “Salvaged,” her
signature series of oil paintings and
works on paper of discarded appli-
ances and other junkyard refuse found
at a Hackettstown salvage yard.

Equally impressive are Ms. Larko’s
large murals of New Jersey railroads
that hang in the north mezzanine of
the New Jersey Transit’s Secaucus
transfer station.

To complete the murals, New Jer-
sey Transit and the
New Jersey State
Council on the arts
awarded Ms.
Larko a major
mural commis-
sion.

And then there
is her “Urban and
Industrial” series
of bridges, facto-
ries, transformers
and power plants,
all created either
on linen or paper, using New Jersey
sites as subjects.

A move to New Rochelle, N.Y., in
2004 inspired a new series of works
Ms. Larko calls the “NY Series.”
Bronx barges, a cement factory, the
Tremont Avenue Subway and other
paintings of their kind have joined
Ms. Larko’s prolific body of work.

Presently, the domogallery in Sum-
mit hosts “Paintings from the Edge of
the City,” a grouping of representa-
tive pieces from Ms. Larko’s series.

“Currently, I am exploring the land-
scape closer to my new home and
have been drawn to the many urban

canals and rivers that crisscross this
area,” the artist said.

“When I set up my easel and take
out my oil paints, I become engaged
with the world around me as I delve
into the contradictions and odd juxta-
positions that make up contemporary
urban life,” she added.

All of her paintings are painted on
location, and she often returns to the
same site for weeks or months, de-
pending on the size of the painting
that she is creating. A large canvas
can take her up to two-and-a-half
months to complete.

Interacting with the surrounding
environment, as
well as the people
she meets at the
different loca-
tions, is as much a
part of Ms.
Larko’s painting
process as the
painting itself.

“While talking
to people on loca-
tion, I receive a lot
of information
about the sites that

I am painting,” she explained.
In December 2006, Ms. Larko re-

ceived a grant from the George
Sugarman Foundation to continue her
“NY Series.” The award honors the
late sculptor George Sugarman, who
provided for working artists in his
will.

Ms. Larko’s work is in the collec-
tions of the Jersey City Museum, The
Montclair Museum, The New Jersey
State Museum, Johnson & Johnson
and Rutgers University, as well as other
venues, including private collections.

Ms. Larko attended the Du Cret
School of the Arts in Plainfield and
the Arts Students League in New York
City. She is a painting instructor at
the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
in Summit.

domogallery will offer “Paintings
from the Edge of the City”
domogallery until Saturday, Decem-
ber 8.

domogallery is located at 447
Springfield Avenue in Summit. The
gallery is open from Tuesday to Fri-
day from noon to 6 p.m. and Saturday
from noon to m. to 5 p.m. or by
appointment. To reach the gallery,
call (908) 608-0079.

More information about Ms. Larko
can be found on valerilarko.com.

Valeri Larko
Abandoned Gas Station, 2007

Oil/linen, 32" x 52"

Choral Art Society
Announces Messiah Sing

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. announced
that its annual Messiah community
sing, now a Westfield tradition, will
take place on December 7 at 8 p.m. at
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the Handel
oratorio. Audience members are in-
vited to bring scores and join in the
singing of both choruses and solo
sections or simply come to listen.
Scores will be available to borrow for
the evening.

The sing will also feature the tal-
ents of Trent Johnson, organist and
choir director at the First United
Methodist Church.

Admission to the performance is
$10 at the door,

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter
phone - 917 836 3740 e-mail - contagiousdrama@yahoo.com

or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

Contagious Drama Workshop
acting classes for kids and teens

Acting and Creative Dramatics 

now Enrolling 
for winter and 
spring Sessions
(classes beginning January 23rd)

• Private Coaching 
& Scout Badge 
programs available

• Classes held in 
Downtown Westfield, 
New Jersey

Think outside the box and
set your creative spirit free . . .
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the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Musical-Comedy Operatta
Die Fledermaus Comes to Cranford

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – “There should be a
law against singing operas,” one of the
characters in Johann Strauss’ Die
Fledermaus (“The Bat”) says. But, for-
tunately for opera lovers, there isn’t,
and Cranford was fortunate to have a
host of local and professional talent
perform this musical-comedy operetta
on Friday, November 9, at the Cranford

Dramatic Club Theatre.
The Little Opera Company (LOC)

presented the rousing live performance
and had more than 100 people, ranging
from the LOC Adult and Young Artist
Ensemble to students and seniors, in-
volved in bringing the 1800’s period
piece to life.

Founded in 2000, the LOC’s mission
is to foster a lifelong enjoyment of the
arts by introducing students to live op-

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING ‘BAT’TY...Soprano Christina Rohm plays Rosina, who, disguised as a
Hungarian princess, sings of her homeland in the famous “Csardas” in the Little
Opera Company’s production of Strauss’s The Bat.

era as performers and future members
of opera audiences. The LOC falls un-
der the auspices of The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.

The organization each year produces
two to three fully staged operas that
feature professional and community
singers and young artists.

“The Young Artist program provides
a tuition-free opera training program
for 60 underserved students, ages 10 to

18,” said Valerie Pineda, LOC execu-
tive director.

“Working with opera professionals
in a professional production is a rare
opportunity not offered by any other
opera company in New Jersey,” she
said.

The light-hearted comedy opens with
bourgeois Baron von Eisenstein report-
ing to prison over a petty crime. He
postpones his first day of jail time so

that he can attend a fancy ball behind
his wife’s (Rosalinda’s) back.

Rosalinda, taking advantage of her
husband’s jail time, calls her lover,
Alfred, over for some company. The
von Eisensteins’ feisty maid, Adele,
disguises herself as a socialite to attend
the same fancy ball with her sister,
unaware of who she would see there.
Rosalinda then finds out about her
husband’s lie and also attends the ball
in disguise.

Throw in bottles upon bottles of
champagne and songs about its delec-
table glory, along with current-events-
related humor and characters breaking
into a song from Oklahoma, and you
have yourself an unusually intriguing
opera that breaks the notion that the
musical and form must be stiff and
boring.

“I love the fact that it’s young chil-
dren performing, but yet it’s so well put
together and professional. It’s like a
Broadway show for a local audience,”
said Susanna Millerford, an aunt of an
11-year-old background dancer.

Soprano Michelle Trovato, 27, from
Long Island played the role of Adele.
Ms. Trovato has performed in more
than 15 shows in the last 10 years. She
began playing piano and dancing ballet
at 11 and studying seriously at 16.

“I don’t know what else I would do if
I didn’t sing. It takes over your life, but
in a good way,” she said.

Recently, she won France’s Les
Azuriales Opera First Prize for “Most
Promising Singer.” In 2007, she per-
formed the role of Micaëla in Carmen
with the Bronx Opera Company and
has also played such diverse characters
as Gilda in Rigoletto, Susanna in Le
Nozze de Figaro and Adina in L’elisir
d’amore.

“We [at LOC] are thrilled to have
Ms. Trovato perform with us. She is a
great role model for our Young Artist
Program and an amazing new opera
talent,” Ms. Pineda said.

Mark Hyczko of Highland Park made
his LOC opera-conducting debut that
night. He served as assistant conductor
for the LOC on its production of
Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia. He
also serves as director of music at St.
Peter’s Church in Freehold and organ-
ist at Temple B’nai Or in Morristown.

The 31-year-old conductor, married
to opera singer Nadine Robinson, be-
gan playing piano at 6.

“You have to really listen and pay
attention to the singers and performers.
I like that give-and-take that opera pro-
vides,” he said.

A husband of one of the violin play-
ers in the orchestra said, “It’s great that
local musicians and actors have an op-
portunity to perform Broadway-like
shows. It’s well worth the money to see
a live show and see the outcome of all
the hard work everyone has put in.”

Next, the LOC will perform Ma-
dame Butterfly on March 8, 9 and 10 at
the CDC Theatre. For more informa-
tion about the LOC, check out
littleoperacompany.com.

‘STORM’ SURGE…The Westfield Symphony Orchestra joins Kean University to create “Perfect Storms.” Above, from
left to right, are Richard Hobson, Sharon Roffman, Matthew Halper (composer), James Musto and David Wroe.

All photography courtesy of Abby Ryan
for The Westfield Leader and The Times

‘Storms’ Pours on Perfect Blend
Of Thunderous, Serene Selections

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Tumultuous, cha-
otic, gripping, calm, orderly and en-
trancing. The Westfield Symphony

Orchestra (WSO) exquisitely combined
all of these elements during its Novem-
ber 17 concert, “The Perfect Storms,”
at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The organization’s second subscrip-
tion concert in its 25th-anniversary
year began with the world premiere of

“The Tempest” by Matthew Halper,
professor of music at Kean University
and artistic director of Ars Vitalis: The
New Jersey New Music Forum.

The Shakespearean play inspired
the three-movement orchestral work,
completed under support from an In-
dividual Artist Fellowship from the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
and from the Office of Research and
Sponsored Programs at Kean.

The first three movements of the
piece featured a remarkable ebb and
flow from all parts of the orchestra,
which is always at its peak profes-
sionalism under the baton of Maestro
David Wroe.

While it has been nearly four years
since this reviewer has witnessed a
WSO concert, Maestro Wroe clearly
has not missed a beat in his ability to
bring out the absolute best, and noth-
ing less, in his musicians.

The final movement of “The Tem-
pest” simply stirred audience mem-
bers to their feet, as they were riveted
by the rich, textured voice of baritone

Richard Hobson, who sang text from
Act III, Scene II of Shakepeare’s play:
“The clouds, methought, would open
and show riches ready to drop upon
me: that, when I waked, I cried to
dream again.”

The calm before the next “storm”
came from the violin strings manipu-
lated with great passion by Sharon
Roffman in Peter Iliych Tchaikovsky’s
Violin Concerto in D, Op. 35.

A member of the Kean Concert
Artist Faculty since 2002, Ms.
Roffman made her debut playing the
Tchaikovsky concerto with the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra in 1996.

Ms. Roffman, who took center stage
near Maestro Wroe in a long red dress,
held her audience captive with every
sweet, yet intense note from her violin.
This pre-intermission performance
soothed and lulled the audience into a
trance before the next approaching
“storm.”

The WSO returned from intermis-
sion to perform former New Jersey
resident Anthony Louis Scarmolin’s
“Album Leaf Upon Looking at An Old
Harpsichord” with great aplomb. The
A. Louis Scarmolin Trust supported
these works.

The first two movements of the
WSO’s final selection, Johannes
Brahms’ Sympony No. 3 F Major, Opus
90 – “Allegro con brio” and “Andante”
seemed to carry the same tone as
Scarmolin’s pieces – sweet, calming
and serene.

However, the third movement of
Brahms’ work, “Poco allegretto,” truly
brought tears to the eyes. This is per-
haps one of the artist’s most familiar
pieces, and it certainly tugged at the
heartstrings, as Maestro Wroe master-
fully guided his musicians to use every
ounce of their skills to draw forth the
rawest and deepest emotions from the
audience.

“Allegro,” the final movement, was
menacing, stirring and climactic. It was
the perfect combination of thunder and
pulverizing lightning to rouse audience

members to their feet in gratitude and
applause.

On New Year’s Eve, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra will perform
“Hats Off to Old Broadway” at 7 p.m.
at Westfield High School in a celebra-
tion of Broadway classics, featuring
stars direct from the Broadway stage.

Tickets are $30 or $60 each and may
be obtained by calling (908) 232-9400
or visiting Fastframe on Quimby Street
in Westfield or Martin Jewelers in
Cranford. For more information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org.

D-LIGHT...Kean Concert Artist Faculty member Sharon Roffman, center, with
Westfield Symphony Orchestra Maestro David Wroe receives an ovation after
performing Violin Concerto in D, Op. 35 by Peter Iliych Tchaikovsky.

ONE OF AMERICA’S
GREAT GLASS ARTISTS
will be at the

AmericanArtMarketing.com 800/834-9437

DECEMBER 1•2

500 Rahway Avenue
across from the high school

Saturday 10am-6pm • Sunday 10am-4:30pm
Admission: $7 • under 10 free

jewelry • leather • pottery • glass • painting

rustic

Man/Woman Silhouette
by Kurt Carlson

Rahway Ave. Armory Hosts
Westfield Artists Market

WESTFIELD – Contemporary craft
designers and fine artists will celebrate
the 23rd-annual Westfield Artists Mar-
ket this Saturday and Sunday, Decem-
ber 1 and 2.

An array of artful gifts, fine art and
home furnishings will be available
just in time for holiday shopping.
This juried art event includes fine art
and fine-craft works in a range of
media, including wood, jewelry, glass,
leather, fiber, ceramics, oil and acrylic
painting, mixed media, furniture, pa-
per and metal.

Those attending can meet the artists
and experience the hand-blown glass
sculptures by artists Linda and Kurt
Carlson, the wood boxes from wood-
worker Richard Rothbard, paintings by
Gerri Geremia and the jewelry of
Michael Alexander.

This year’s highlight includes work-
shops by Bim Willow, author of “Mak-
ing Gypsy Willow Furniture.” Patrons

will make a project of their choice, such
as birdhouse bench, birdhouse chair,
potting bench, loveseat or sculpture.

The husband-and-wife team of Ri-
chard and Joanna Rothbard organizes
the Westfield Artists Market. They own
and operate An American Craftsman
Galleries in Manhattan and
Stockbridge, Mass.

Mr. Rothbard is a wood artist known
for his intricately carved boxes, called
boxology, which he will show at the
Westfield Artist Market.

The event will take place at the
Westfield Armory, located at 500
Rahway Avenue, on Saturday from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

Adults can buy a weekend pas for $7.
Children under 10 will be admitted for
free. Paid admission allows patrons
unlimited access to the show.

For more information, visit
americanartmarketing.com.

Sharon Roffman

Maestro David Wroe (left),
Composer Matthew Halper


