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FW Council OKs $2-Mil. Bond Ord.
To Acquire Downtown Property

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At a special meet-
ing on November 20, Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council ap-
proved, on second reading, a bond
ordinance giving the borough the au-
thority to potentially buy the
Livingston-Wilbor property for $2
million.

Located at 238 South Avenue, the
light-industrial property was the site
of a construction accident earlier this
year.  A firewall under construction at
the Station Mews redevelopment
project next door collapsed onto the
Livingston-Wilbor building.

At the special meeting, which in-
cluded a public hearing that drew
about 20 people, borough officials
repeatedly said that the bond ordi-
nance does not authorize a contract to
buy the site.

The borough’s economic and rede-
velopment coordinator, Daniel
McCarthy, explained that the
property’s owner, Gary Wilbor, now
wants to relocate. But Mr. McCarthy
said the borough needs an authoriza-
tion ordinance in place in the event
that it chooses to buy the site, with the

ultimate intention of quickly selling
it to a developer.

Mayor Mahr has said the property
is a “critical piece” in the ongoing
effort to redevelop 6.5 acres of
Fanwood’s downtown.

Mr. McCarthy said the $2-million
ordinance is based on two appraisals.
It also factors in the cost – estimated
between $600,000 and $700,000 – of
relocating Mr. Wilbor’s specialized
equipment.

During the public hearing,
Fanwood resident Michael
D’Antuono recommended that the
borough obtain a “phase-two envi-
ronmental site inspection” before
deciding whether to buy the property.
“Is there any contamination?” he
asked.

Mayor Mahr responded that a
phase-one review has already been
completed. “There will be no acqui-
sition of property until that site is
100-percent clean,” she said.

Resident Joe Nagy asked, “What
purpose would the borough use this
property for?”

Mr. McCarthy said the section of
the site along South Avenue would
likely be developed, while the part

located along Second Avenue would
be used for “ingress and egress for
shared parking.”

Responding to a series of other
questions Mr. Nagy asked, Mayor
Mahr said, “The [redevelopment]
pieces are starting to fit in; we’ve
been working with individual prop-
erty owners to make sure that the
[downtown redevelopment] vision the
community wanted is realized.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce added
that the borough “can’t give any guar-
antees” about what the redeveloped
Livingston-Wilbor site might look
like someday, “because we’re not the
builder.”

The mayor also said that “there are
going to be a lot more opportunities
[to get more information] when we
get further on down the line here.”

Mr. Wilbor’s attorney, Robert Fox,
said, given the neighboring redevel-
opment projects now underway, the
site is “no longer a suitable location
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Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UP, UP, AND TO WORK... A worker hangs in a basket from a crane, working to
install new lights onto the bottom of the Presbyterian Church steeple. The
Westfield church’s new lights are LED based, which officials said give them low
operating costs and long life.

Scotch Plains Mayor Confirms Bid
For 7th-District Congressional Seat

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks says he is “moving full
steam ahead” on a run for Congress in
2008 and is presently interviewing
various campaign professionals to
assist him in what could be a crowded
Republican primary field next June.

“I’m in,” the mayor told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Monday, a
week after Republican incumbent Mike
Ferguson of New Providence an-
nounced he would forego seeking a
fifth term representing the Seventh Con-
gressional District, relinquishing a seat
he has held since 2001. The district
includes 54 towns spread across four
New Jersey counties.

Mr. Marks, who has another year
remaining in his four-year mayoral
term, said Mr. Ferguson’s announce-
ment last week “caused me to step on
the gas” and begin contacting various
state, county and local party officials
to let them know of his interest.

The mayor said he has spoken in
recent days with state party officials
including chairman Tom Wilson,
Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin and his counterparts in
Somerset and Hunterdon Counties,
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (both LD-
21 Westfield), both of whom have
declined to enter the race, and munici-
pal party chairmen in Union County.

Mr. Marks said he believes he would
have “a unique advantage” as a gen-
eral-election candidate next year
against Linda Stender of Fanwood,
who Democrats expect to be their
candidate. Ms. Stender came within
1 percentage point of defeating Mr.
Ferguson in 2006.

“I’ll be able to compete against her
in our own backyard,” Mr. Marks said.

While the Seventh District used to
encompass most of Union County, re-
districting following the 2000 U.S. Cen-
sus shifted the district further west into
more solidly Republican sections of
Hunterdon and Somerset counties, as
well as a section of Middlesex County.

“If we can hold our own in Union
County,” Mr. Marks told The Times,
“then the rest [of the district] should
fall into place.”

He noted that Mr. Ferguson “had a
difficult time in this area” of the dis-
trict, especially a year ago when he
narrowly defeated Mrs. Stender.
“Hunterdon and Somerset saved the
day for him,” Mr. Marks said.

The mayor, who was first elected to
the township council in 1996, said he
is in the midst of interviewing politi-
cal consultants and fundraising orga-
nizations to assist him in his race and
expects to name a campaign chair-
man and set up a formal campaign
structure in the next few weeks.

Despite Mr. Kean, Mr. Bramnick
and former Rep. Bob Franks of Berke-
ley Heights declining to seek Mr.
Ferguson’s seat, a number of other
Republicans may enter the fray, in-
cluding members of New Jersey po-
litical families. Besides Mayor Marks,
State Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County (LD-23,
Flemington) has expressed interest, as
have Kate Whitman, the daughter of
former Governor Christine Whitman,

Matt Holt, a Hunterdon County free-
holder and the grandson of former
U.S. Senator Clifford Case, and Will
Mennen, who was elected last month
as a Hunterdon County freeholder.

Other names that have surfaced
include Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, Michael Illions, a former
pro wrestler, Matt Smith, a physician
from Scotch Plains, and Chris Venis
of Hillsborough, a government-rela-
tions professional and former politi-
cal-campaign operative.

Mr. Marks called his prospective
race “pretty exciting.” He said he had
“always dreamed of having this type
of opportunity,” and cited the old
political adage that much of politics
depends on “being in the right place
at the right time.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING BACK OVER TIME…Sharing many great football memories on Thanksgiving Day are, left to right: former
Raider football player Andrew Pavoni (Class of 2002), Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney, retired detective Carl
Sicola, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School head football coach Len Zanowicz (1968) and SPFHS Athletic Director Robert
Harmer. The game was the last to be played on a field that will feature artificial turf for the 2008 season as the result of a
bond ordinance. After the game, football players were able to take home squares of the old field in styrofoam containers.

SP Council Okays Contract
To Better Air Quality at PD

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the year-
long renovations to the township’s
municipal building nearing comple-
tion, the township council last week
awarded a $21,000 contract to a Little
Falls firm to improve air quality and
address related environmental prob-
lems inside the section of the building
that will house the police department.

Officials said they expected
Synatech, Inc. to begin its work, which
will include removal of various molds
and microbes, earlier this week and
complete it within 15 days. An earlier
environmental assessment of the build-
ing found that the police department
was the only area that required
remediation. The department has been
housed in an adjacent trailer since
renovation work began earlier this year.

The council awarded the contract
during a special session within its regu-
lar conference meeting last week. Prior
to voting on the contract, Councilman
Kevin Glover asked that Synatech fur-
nish a project schedule so that township
officials would know when the project
would be finished and that it would be
completed within the $21,000 budget.

In other business, the municipal
building’s operating hours will be
modified in the new year, according
to Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
who said the new hours will be ad-
vanced by 30 minutes, to 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. for all departments except po-
lice, the municipal court and public
works. Mr. Atkins said township em-
ployees had requested the change,
which he agreed to because he felt
that earlier morning hours would be
helpful to residents needing to con-
duct business before going to work.

The council also discussed next

June’s residential spring cleanup and,
specifically, whether to institute a
reduced pick-up fee for senior citi-
zens. Mayor Martin Marks, who said
he had met recently about the matter
with the township’s senior advisory
committee, told the council that mul-
tiple issues needed to be discussed
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Appeals Court Rules Against
911 Operator in WF Murder

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A state appeals
court panel, in ruling earlier this month
that municipal governments can be
held liable when police dispatchers
and operators don’t follow proscribed
policies, opened the way for the fam-
ily of a Seton Hall University student
whose ex-boyfriend abducted her and
then killed her in Westfield in May
2000 to sue the City of Newark be-
cause of errors a 911 operator and
police dispatcher made.

The unanimous three-judge panel’s
decision, issued in a 30-page ruling
on November 15, overturned an ear-
lier superior-court ruling that New-
ark was immune from liability in the
death of Sohayla Massachi, a 23-
year-old university student and 1994
graduate of Westfield High School
who was abducted by former boy-

friend Christopher Honrath from a
street near the Seton Hall campus on
the afternoon of May 10, 2000.
Honrath drove Ms. Massachi to his
apartment on Central Avenue where
he shot Ms. Massachi and himself.

On the afternoon of the kidnap-
ping, two middle-school students saw
Honrath pull a crying and screaming
Ms. Massachi into his car on South
Orange Avenue in front of the univer-
sity in South Orange. At about 2:30
p.m., one of the students ran to the
security booth at the university’s main
gate and reported what she had seen
to a campus security guard, who told
her that the incident “was not on
campus, and there was nothing they
could do for her,” according to
family’s lawsuit.

The two students then called the
South Orange Police Department

Happy Hanukkah 2007
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GW Council Tables
Beer-Keg Ordinance

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough council
members have tabled a beer-keg reg-
istration ordinance indefinitely so
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
could look into “the wording of the
ordinance and research it better.”

They tabled the ordinance at both
the October 9 and October 23 council
meetings.

“I have not been told that it will be on
the agenda again this year,” Christina
Ariemma, borough administrator, said.

The state Division of Alcoholic
Beverages Control (ABC) issued the
ordinance that would require alcohol
sellers to register beer kegs. In a letter
dated October 2, ABC Director Jerry
Fischer said that “a statewide regula-
tion would be required to effectively
administer a keg registration process.”

He said a shortfall of the registration
ordinances that have been passed in
Riverside, Belmar and Freehold is that
they do not prevent an underage drinker
from purchasing a keg from a city that
does not have the ordinance in place.

“This again may have been a noble
intent, but the fact remains that it is not
the province of one municipal govern-
ing body to impose its will and deci-
sion upon another,” Mr. Fischer said.

SP Council Hires Architect
To Upgrade Firehouses

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly a year
after township fire-department offi-
cials presented their proposals to the
council for renovations to the
department’s two firehouses, the
council Tuesday night hired an archi-
tect at a cost of $5,000 for prelimi-
nary plans for the buildings.

Michael Giambalvo of Scotch
Plains will examine the fire
department’s two facilities — located
behind the municipal building and at
the corner of Raritan Road and
Martine Avenue — prior to submit-
ting an initial report before the end of
the year, according to Councilman
Kevin Glover.

The north-side building was built
in 1948 as a public works garage and
became a firehouse in 1969, while the

south-side facility was built in 1958.
Neither building has had extensive
work done in the years since, officials
reported, and last year, department
personnel presented proposals to the
council for about $415,000 in im-
provements to the two facilities.

Some of the requests included struc-
tural improvements, particularly to
the north-side building, along with
roof repairs, window replacement, a
new generator for use during power
outages, a central air-conditioning
system, a new security system and
various interior renovations.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution appointing Jer-
sey Professional Management (JPM)
to continue as facilitator for the
shared-services initiatives between
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the board

PAINTING A ROSY PICTURE…Local Brownie troops and families visit The
Chelsea at Fanwood for the senior community’s 10th-annual intergenerational
pumpkin-painting event. Pictured, left to right, are: Brianna Digrado of Kenilworth,
Chelsea Executive Director Jennifer Ricci and Torianna Sandull of Kenilworth.
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BONDS AWAY...Helen Ling, right, the developer for the Station Mews building,
the firewall of which collapsed on the Livingston-Wilbor building, addresses the
Fanwood council in support of the bond ordinance that would give the borough
the authority to purchase the Livingston-Wilbor property.

TV-34 Puts SP Council
Meetings Online

SCOTCH PLAINS — Beginning this past weekend, TV-34 has
made Scotch Plains Township Council meetings available for viewing
“on demand” on the Scotch Plains website, scotchplainsnj.com.

TV-34 Director William McMeekan said this will continue with all
future council meetings. He said, “The council meeting is clearly the
most watched program on SPTV, and we’re glad to provide the
opportunity for our residents to view it when and where they choose.
Between our live cablecasts, the meetings, daily replays on SPTV and
now 24-hour, seven-days-a-week access, we have made our township
council meetings the single most available local television program in
our viewing area.”

He said that providing meetings on the website is good news for
Verizon customers until the FIOS channel lineup adds SPTV.


