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December  1 • 2

Bim Willow, the author of “Making Gypsy Willow Furniture” will be giving 
daily workshops on how to make your own one of a kind rustic furniture 
pieces. He will also be signing his book.  Workshops all day Saturday and 
Sunday (materials supplied) TAKE WHAT YOU MAKE HOME WITH YOU!

BOXOLOGY: Poetry, Psychology & Philosophy in Wood

Hours Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 10am-4:30pm Admission: $7 • under 10 free

DON’T MISS THE SUNDAY AFTERNOON SEMINAR (1pm-3pm):  
“ON THE ROAD TO SUCCESS” HOW TO BECOME A  SUCCESSFUL ARTIST. 
Artists will talk about their careers. Question & answer period afterward.

SUNDAY SEMINAR
On The Road to Success, How to Become a Successful Artist

Meet Richard 
Rothbard
Boxologist

Don’t Miss the World Biggest Chair at 
the WESTFIELD Artists Market!

VISIT www.AmericanArtMarketing.com

$1 OFF ADMISSION
WITH THIS AD!

Richard Rothbard will be showing his intricately carved boxes called “Boxology” 
at the Westfield Artists market. Come see Richard and other talented artists 
displaying and selling their best work at the Armory.
See Richards boxes at www.boxology.com

If you buy one of my 

boxes in the $50.00 

range, I will refund 

your admission. Meet Richard
Rothbard, 
Boxologist!

MEET THE ARTISTS:
Jewelry • Glass • Wearable Art • Ceramics 
Painting • Art For the Walls • Mixed Media •
Leather • Wood • Fiber Arts

WILLOW FURNITURE: Build Your Own at the Show!

Featuring Hands On Workshops!

.com The Westfield Armory 
across from the high school 
500 Rahway Avenue

Workman Donofrio

Alexander Carreras

Geremia

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

High School’s Crucible Reveals
‘Prodigious Power’ in Miller Play

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — “A prodigious
power is among us,” states a character
from The Crucible, Westfield High
School’s fall production presented from
November 15 to 17. The power in this
version is based on student talent,
thoughtful direction and artistic vision.

First produced on Broadway in 1953,
The Crucible was penned by Arthur
Miller in response to the fear of com-
munism during the Cold War that re-
sulted in hearings by the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities.

The play, Miller’s reaction to the
McCarthy paranoia, is a parable set in
1692. It revolves around strict Puritani-
cal views and a time period with over-
zealous clergy and an unrelenting fear
of witchcraft.

The story begins as the Reverend
Parris (Bobby O’Rourke) discovers that
his daughter Betty (Jessica Harris), his
niece Abigail Williams (Erin Scialabba)
and other young girls have been cavort-
ing in the woods and conjuring up the
devil with servant Tituba (Jenna Roth).

Parris calls on witchcraft expert Rev-

erend John Hale (James Seip) to see if
the afflicted young girls are being ma-

nipulated by the devil himself.
The teenage ringleader, Abigail loves

her former employer, a married man

named John Proctor (Michael
Tannenbaum). That misguided love
lurks in the misty shadows at the heart
of the play.

When Proctor spurns Abigail, she
plans to get rid of his wife Elizabeth
(Kate Douglas) and involves the whole
community of easily bullied young girls.

The storyline of this production, how-
ever, takes a backseat to the stellar
performances of the cast, which pre-
sents visually and emotionally riveting
scenes.

James Seip, as the reverend, emotes
palpable anguish when he discovers
the girls’ charade.

Erin Scialabba has the ability to give
Abigail the duality needed for credibil-
ity. In the forest, she is a hot-blooded
temptress, yet in the courtroom, she
emits cold, calculating power like a
beacon from a lonely lighthouse.

Mary Warren, well played by Melanie
Jackson, believes in her own impor-
tance. Mary’s resolve to tell the truth is
trumped by Abigail’s hold over her.

SPIRITED PERFORMANCE...A horrified Abigail Williams (Erin Scialabba) gets the rest of the young girls in Salem to
“see” the devil’s spirit with her in a witch trial in Salem.

All photography by Susan M. Dougherty
For The Westfield Leader/ Times

CATCH-22 SITUATION...Elizabeth
Proctor (Kate Douglas) tries to soften
the truth, while her husband, John
Proctor, (Michael Tannenbaum) (with
his back to her) and the Reverend John
Hale listen to her explanation of why
Abigail was fired.

Clark Returns from Biking
Across Country for Cancer

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Pedaling his way
down North Avenue last week, Geoff
Clark, sales manager of Jay’s Cycle
Center in Westfield, returned from
his cross-country bike trip that began
in San Diego, Calif., in October.

Mr. Clark successfully met his goal
to ride close to 170 miles daily and
raised approximately $3,000 for can-
cer research, which will benefit
Tomorrow’s Children Institute, a pe-
diatric oncology research group.

Mr. Clark was not alone upon his
arrival, as approximately 20 friends
had left Jay’s Cycle Center early that
morning to bike down to meet him at
Hoffman’s Bakery in Allentown. The
whole group then biked together back
up to Westfield.

Mark Otto, one of Mr. Clark’s
friends, said while he hadn’t been
riding far as of late, it was important
to him to join his friend.

“I figured if he could ride cross
country, whatever pain I’d have for
those 100 miles would be nothing,”
he said.

Mr. Clark said riding home the last
50 miles with his wife and friends
was definitely one of the highlights of
a trip that had proven challenging at
times, especially with rapid weather
changes and some detours along the
way.

“You can’t really train for that level
of intensity, so it really wears you
down,” said Mr. Clark, who lost 10
pounds over the course of the jour-
ney.  “But I got stronger and stronger
each day…I feel really good.”

Friend Paul Drake, who assisted
Mr. Clark for the first portion of the
trip and followed him via an SUV,
said the first 10 days were compli-
cated by the same Santa Ana winds
responsible for the recent wildfires in
California. But Mr. Clark persevered
against the fiercely blowing sand
across the high desert.

“If he wasn’t a pro, I would’ve told
him to stop,” Mr. Drake said. “Then
in Salt River Canyon, there’s about a
2,000-foot drop. I could even smell
the brakes.”

Back home, such situations also
had Mr. Clark’s wife, Jennifer, con-
cerned.

“He’s raced pro, so I always knew
he could do the mileage…but then
there were bumps in the road like
those 80-mile-per-hour winds,” she
said. “He did call in every night, but
for two days he lost cell service. That’s
when I went a little crazy.”

An eighth-grade science teacher in
Roselle, she was able to drive 12
hours to Maggieville, N.C., and join
her husband for the last four days of
his trip, which fell during the teach-
ers’ convention break.

And while Mrs. Clark followed her
husband by vehicle with friend Ste-
fanie Meyers, their other friend, Erik
Leite, vice principal of Abraham Clark
High School in Roselle, biked along-
side him from that point onward.

“I’m a cancer survivor, five years
cancer-free,” Mr. Leite said, explain-
ing that he was inspired by Lance
Armstrong to begin riding, and Mr.
Clark became his coach.

Mr. Leite and Mr. Clark rode to-
gether through the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, a highlight of the trip for both of
them.

“There’s nothing else that high for
miles, so you really see everything,”
Mr. Leite said.

“It’s absolutely stunning views ev-
erywhere,” Mr. Clark said.

Another highlight included receiv-
ing an encouraging phone call from
Tina Mayolo-Pic, who Mr. Clark de-
scribed as “one of the most success-
ful female professional bike riders
the U.S. has ever produced.”

During the trip, Mr. Clark kept a

detailed blog that supporters could
read regularly at enduranceguru.com,
a website he’d set up to raise funds for
cancer research. He said he was
amazed that on one particular day, his
blog received 563 hits.

It also allowed fellow Jay’s Cycle
employee, Jean Tintle to highlight
Mr. Clark’s whereabouts on a large
map at Jay’s Cycle Center. She’d used
a pink cancer-awareness tack pin she’d
received at a recent mammogram to
mark his current position each day.

“This was really an experience of a
lifetime, a really cool adventure,” Mr.
Clark said. “I learned a lot about
myself physically and mentally...But
it will be nice to get back to normal
life.”

Mrs. Clark said the couple planned
to take it easy and enjoy some quiet
time together the following day.

“I’ll pamper him a little, make a
nice dinner, make sure he keeps his
feet up. Although…” she added jok-
ingly, “There is that yard work that’s
been piling up.”

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RETURNING FROM HIS TREK…Surrounded by friends who biked from
Allentown to Westfield with him Geoff Clark – third from left in center row with
his wife, Jennifer – returned last week from a three-week bike journey across the
country to benefit cancer research.

Audience Relives Hoax
That ‘Shocked America’
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Me-
morial Library (FML) recently used
a classic trick to give the community
a Halloween treat.

On October 25, FML presented
“The Night that Shocked America,”
the original “Mercury Theatre on the
Air” broadcast of H.G. Wells’ novel
“War Of The Worlds” as performed
by Orson Welles.

“Old Time Radio Man” Henry L.
Morse of Edison emceed the event,
which included a lecture and discus-
sion of the Welles production and its
aftermath.

The FML presentation of “War of
the Worlds” occurred almost 70 years
to the day of its first broadcast on
October 30, 1938, over the CBS radio
network.

The original production aired as a
series of news bulletins and was so
authentic that many listeners were
convinced that Martians were invad-
ing the United States.

New Jersey played a prominent
role in the hoax, as Welles, who also
produced the show, changed the set-
ting of the novel from Woking, En-
gland to Grover’s Mill, now part of
West Windsor Township.

Although Mr. Welles provided a
disclaimer at the beginning of the
broadcast advising listeners that the
program they were about to hear was
a Halloween prank, many listeners
either did not hear his warning or
tuned in during the presentation and
did not realize the events they were
listening to were not real.

“I think it was a brilliant-but-per-
haps-not-well-thought-out stroke of
genius for Orson Welles to conceive a
show that would appear as a news
broadcast,” said Mr. Morse, who has
been “an amateur radio historian and

devoted fan of radio’s golden age” for
many years. “The show was very well
done and certainly reflected the level
of thought at the time it was broad-
cast,” he added.

Helen and Sid Frank traveled from
North Jersey to attend the event.

Mrs. Frank, who has served on the
Board of the Springfield Library, and
Mr. Frank, a docent at Liberty Hall in
Union, are both lovers of history.

“The library was great to hold this
presentation,” said Mrs. Frank. “It is
an excellent program, and Mr. Morse
was interesting and well-prepared,”
she continued.

Many attendees remained amazed
that the 1938 radio presentation of
“War of the Worlds” could cause the
panic it did.

“As with all contemporary audi-
ences, [the FML attendees’] level of
awareness makes them wonder how
so many people could have been
fooled,” said Mr. Morse.

“After some discussion, they real-
ized that times were different, and the
radio media was still in its infancy.”

The Friends of the Library spon-
sored Mr. Morse’s presentation, said
Dan Weiss, FML director.

“Mr. Morse, the ‘Old Time Radio
Man,’ gave a smart and engrossing
presentation and led the crowd
through some interesting discussion
on the impact of Orson Welles’ ra-
dio drama and whether such a reac-
tion could happen again,” said Mr.
Weiss.

Mr. Morse, who claims to be expe-
riencing his “third attempt at retire-
ment,” currently presents radio-re-
lated entertainment and education to
senior citizen organizations, libraries
and art centers.

Mr. Morse can be contacted by
phone at (732) 548-5677 or by e-mail
at spock1@optonline.net.

CONTINUED: CRUCIBLE15


