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Book Store Hosts Signing
For Local Teenage Author

WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host an author
meet-and-greet for Sam Vitale on
Saturday, November 24 from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. She is a Westfield resident
and author of “Wasted Time,” a book
geared for 9 to 12 year olds.

“Wasted Time” revolves around
Henry, Bret and Lily Mulligan, who
had always been warned not to waste
their time but didn’t think it was im-
portant until they met someone whose
life depended on it.

While playing in their
grandmother’s attic one afternoon,
the children find themselves in the
company of “Time,” who desperately

calls upon them for help.
Together, the children must travel

to the past, present and future to pre-
vent people from wasting their
newfound friend, but the Mulligans
find the task to be more difficult than
they had ever suspected.

Sam’s desire to make fantasy into
reality prompted her to begin writing
“Wasted Time” when she was 16. She
now is a freshman in college.

Those attending can meet Sam at the
bookstore, located at 270 East Broad
Street at the corner of Elmer Street.

Those who cannot attend should call
the store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve
an autographed copy of her book.

WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONAIRE…During the Lower School Cabaret at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School on November 6, Christopher Hillenbrand of
Mountainside performed the violin solo, “Millionaire’s Hoedown,” by Herman
Clebanoff. A fifth grader, he is the son of Gerald and Cheng-Yen Hillenbrand of
Mountainside.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

Poor Fred Claus. What a tough row to
hoe, hoe, hoe. Yep, he’s Santa’s older
brother, the one you never heard about.
That is, until this middling kiddy flick by
director David Dobkin figured it was
high time to tell one of the most impor-
tant tales of sibling rivalry since Cain and
Abel. Just in time to compete for those
holiday movie dollars.

In all fairness, Fred Claus attempts to
press all the buttons crucial to a Christ-
mas movie…to explain, despite all com-
mercial evidence to the contrary, the true
meaning of the day. And while there’s
really no way to search a film’s con-
science, this one seems sincere. Pity
there’s so little artistic savvy to match.

Like Vince Vaughn’s Fred, the movie’s
askew for want of an identity outside of
the expected. Fred might nod in commis-
eration if he overheard us in the audience,
murmuring, “Oh, why can’t you be more
like It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) or A
Christmas Story (1983)?” All his life he’s
heard: “Why can’t you be more like your
brother?”

It takes someone like Kathy Bates’s
clueless Mother Claus to be so insensi-
tive in the finer points of childrearing.
Blessed on the second go-round with a
saint of a baby…literally…she probably
figures she’s absolved from any criticism
Dr. Spock might lodge about her dispar-
agement of first kid Fred. Hey, she’s
Santa’s mom.

Fast forward from those Medieval years
to the present day where, through the
magic of some gobbledygook about be-
ing frozen in time, all the principals of
our tale are alive and, except for Fred,
doing rather well. Santa, portrayed by
Paul Giamatti, is running his successful
enterprise at the North Pole. Mom and
Dad are qvelling: “Our son the icon.”

But roaming Chicago from one get-
rich-quick scheme to the next, the still-
never-actualized Fred Claus hunts for
meaning. Nothing works. Yet, for all the
failure he encounters, he’s been graced
with something special: someone who
believes in him. A Brit come to the Windy
City, Wanda (Rachel Weisz) the meter
maid thinks he’s swell.

Of course, whether hardwired to think
he warrants better, doesn’t deserve her,
or an aberrant combination of both, Fred
takes Wanda for granted. Which reminds
us of that great comic actor who special-
ized in similarly goodhearted cads cruis-
ing for a redemptive bruising. Too bad
that frozen-in-time thing couldn’t con-
jure John Candy to play the lead.

Fred Claus:
Ho, Ho, Hum

With all due respect to Mr. Vaughn, a
talent with his own gifts, but a mere
mortal all the same, what’s called for
here is someone to steal the show. Some-
one to blow hard some verve into a script
that lacks for novelty and nuance, to fill
the cracks in its perfunctory, only occa-
sionally inventive storyline.

Otherwise, the movie has its entertain-
ing moments, which includes a pop analy-
sis of children living in the shadow of
their famous siblings. One humorous
scene shows Fred in a group therapy
session, hashing it out with kindred souls
Roger Clinton, Frank Stallone and Steven
Baldwin. All yearn to prove their own
worth.

No surprise, that opportunity arises for
Fred when, once again, he needs to be
bailed out of a tough spot. OK, figures
baby brother. But this time, he’s going to
invoke some tough love. With just a few
days before Christmas, Santa could use
some extra help. Fred is persuaded to fill
that bill.

Chauffeured north by head elf Willie
(John Michael Higgins), who will serve
as his roommate, tour guide and partner
in long-held wishes, Fred arrives to find
trouble in this otherwise fanciful para-
dise. Those powers that be are question-
ing the cost effectiveness of Christmas.
Efficiency expert Clyde has been dis-
patched, sharp pencil in hand.

As a subtext, we kiddies learn what
goes into the making of a hard-nose like
Clyde. Played by Kevin Spacey with that
callous disregard doubtless inspired by
his office manager in Glengarry Glen
Ross (1992), his scrutinization reaches
Grinch proportions. Psst! Don’t give it
away to Junior…but through some loop-
hole, Clyde closes Santa down.

Yikes. What’s a patron saint to do?
Well, lucky for us there’s a little known
clause about Clauses. You see, dear Fred,
being the Claus of the second part, can-
not be stopped from filling in for his
esteemed brother. Call it a human varia-
tion on Rudolph’s tale…whereas one pre-
viously deemed least likely to succeed is
entrusted with the whole ball of wax.

It’s simplistic and too often lacking in
filmic grace. Still, while there isn’t enough
here to convert skeptics, viewers who
bring sufficient Christmas spirit of their
own to the theatre are apt to judge Fred
Claus less cinematically naughty than
nice.

* * *
Fred Claus, rated PG, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by David
Dobkin and stars Vince Vaughn, Paul
Giamatti and Rachel Weisz. Running
time: 116 minutes.

Library Presents ‘Three
Artists, Three Visions’

SCOTCH PLAINS — Three local
artists, Connie Pinkowski, Paula Pearl
and Steve Willis, will share their views
of the world through three different
mediums in Scotch Plains. During the
month of December, the Scotch Plains
Library will host the artists’ works in
photography, pastel and pencil.

“Three Artists – Three Visions”
will be on display at the Scotch Plains
Library Gallery from December 3 to
30. The Artists Reception will be held
on Sunday, December 9, from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m.

Ms. Pinkowski sees the world
through the lens of a camera. She
studied photography at Rochester In-
stitute of Technology and has spent 20
years working in the field of magazine
publishing. She has recently taken
additional photography and print
classes at the duCret School of Art in
Plainfield and shows and sells her
work at various events in New Jersey.

Ms. Pearl started her art career see-
ing life through a lens. After graduat-
ing from Syracuse University, with a
dual major from the Newhouse School
and the School of Visual and Per-

forming Arts, she began a career in
photography in New York City.

She started painting with watercol-
ors about five years ago and soon
after tried her hand at pastels. The
rich intensity of the colors and the
layering effects that are possible with
pastel make it her medium of choice.

Mr. Willis has owned and operated
the Bike Stand in Scotch Plains for
the past 25 years. His interest in art
started when he was young. He was
headed toward a vocation in art be-
fore being pushed toward a business
degree. He set aside his pencils and
brushes for almost 30 years as he
completed his education, raised a fam-
ily and built a business.

After encouragement from his wife,
he started with graphite and soon pro-
gressed to watercolors and acrylics.

“Three Artists – Three Visions”
will be on display at the Scotch Plains
Library Gallery from December 3 to
30. An artists’ reception will be held
on Sunday, December 9, from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m.

The library is open daily. For more
information, call (908) 322-5007.

In the courtroom scene, Deputy Gov-
ernor Danforth is nicely portrayed by
Billy Geltzeiler,
whose piercing
voice, regal stature
and command of the
stage make him per-
fectly cast in the
role.

Likewise, Max
Lazar as Giles
Corey reveals just
the right sarcastic
edge of a man who
would never give in
to the court’s de-
mand for a confes-
sion of “yea” or
“nay.” He would
rather be pressed to
death as he expels
“More weight” with
his last breath.

The smaller-yet-
significant roles of
Tituba, Martha
Corey/Sarah Good
(Dara Silverman),
Reverend Parris and
Ezekial Cheever
(Nick Brennan) are
played by actors
who handle their
characters memora-
bly.

In the courtroom, Kate presents Eliza-
beth Proctor’s dilemma with convic-
tion. And in the final jail scene when
Elizabeth resigns herself to John’s de-
cision, that quiet resignation reverber-
ates in Kate’s poignant voice and body
language.

Michael handles the lead role of John
Proctor wonderfully. He is especially
moving as he fights for the legacy of his
name.

“What is a man’s name?” he asks the
town’s officials. When Michael as Proc-
tor declares, “It is my name and I cannot
have another,” he delivers the line with
powerful sincerity.

The final scene — complete with
crimson sky, shadowed faces, three
hangman’s nooses and a curious group
of townspeople who process down the
aisles of the theater — is remarkable in
its accuracy. Historians agree that
witches were hanged, not burned to
death.

Director Darlene White and assistant
director Mia Pafumi carry the somber
tone to its ultimate conclusion in the
curtain calls where the actors merely
give a slight nod of the head. Director
White elicits amazing, powerful per-
formances from the teens.

Set design/scenic artist Roy Cham-
bers presents professional caliber back-

drops of forest and
slatted wooden
house outlines.
Functional, mov-
able small pieces
for individual
scenes work well.

S p e c t a c u l a r
lighting design by
Michael Kimmel
and Lisa
Weinshrott sets the
mood in the forest,
the courtroom, the
jail and the various
home interiors.

Costumes, de-
signed by Darlene
Majewski, are au-
thentic looking,
right down to the
shoes.

Sound design by
John Burns and
top-notch sound
personnel augment
the cast members’
articulation with
the aid of individual
body microphones.

Westfield High
School’s drama
teacher and play

director White has taught the actors the
essence of this passionate play to bring
the unforgettable experience to life as a
constant lesson for all.

THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTH-
ING BUT THE TRUTH...In Westfield
High School’s production of The Cru-
cible, John Proctor (Michael
Tannenbaum) encourages his hired
girl, Mary Warren, (Melanie Jackson)
to tell the truth in Deputy Governor
Danforth’s court.

EDISON SCHOOL BRINGS SHAKESPEARE TO WESTFIELD…More than
40 Edison Intermediate School (EIS) thespians will be featured in a fun, updated
version of Shakespeare’s comical farce Twelfth Night (Or, Like, Whatever) on
Thursday, November 29, at 4 p.m., Friday, November 30, at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, December 1, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 pre-sale and $8 at the door.
Tickets will go on sale on Monday in the EIS lobby at 3 p.m. In addition to the 44
actors, 39 students will support the play behind the scenes in the crew. Students
pictured are, back row, Julia Miller, Maura Heinbokel, Robert Romano, Bernadette
Hopen, Dan Fahrenthold and Annie Oldakowski. Front row, from left to right, are
William Cary and Keiran Cline.
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Ingrid Michaelson: More Than

Just a Voice on Television
By VICTORIA McCABE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you’re a female in the 18-49
demographic and if you didn’t give
up on “Grey’s Anatomy” after some
of its sub-par season-three episodes,
you know Ingrid Michaelson.

The 27-year-old singer-songwriter
contributed multiple songs to the
show last year, her music sometimes
providing the most earnest moments
in a season in which the characters’
actions and emotions often seemed
too far-fetched. And at the request of
the show’s music supervisor and pro-
ducers, she penned the gorgeous,
cello-enhanced “Keep Breathing” for
the season finale’s explosive final
minutes.

“Keep Breathing” is only available
on the “Grey’s Anatomy Vol. 3”
soundtrack, and it’s definitely a song
worth owning, but buyer beware: nor-
mally infallible music supervisor Alex
Patsavas has made a huge mistake.
The album is characteristically var-
ied and emotional, with original con-
tributions from up-and-comers, but it
kicks off with one of the most grating,
awful songs in recent memory.

What inspired Peter Bjorn & John
etc to pen the horrid “Young Folks” is
anyone’s guess. When I worked at the
Gap and had to hear it every three
hours for a month, I developed a
Pavlovian response to run away at its
opening whistling. When I was in the
middle of watching the Mets lose
tremendously to the Nationals in Sep-
tember and someone at Shea Stadium
thought it would be a good idea to
play that music video on the
scoreboard, I stopped covering my
eyes and started covering my ears.

So when I stuck in the third “Grey’s”
soundtrack and heard its first notes,
my first instinct was to run into the
Gap stock room. When that proved

impossible, my second emotion was
pure shock at Alex’s lack of judg-
ment. If you’re going to go for the
soundtrack, take my advice and start
at track two.

But back to Ingrid…

If you’re a person who owns a TV
set and doesn’t fast-forward through
commercials, you know Ingrid
Michaelson.

“If you are chilly, here take my
sweater…” she sings over the Old
Navy commercials that are every-
where right now.

But let’s take television out of the
equation altogether. You should want
to know Ingrid Michaelson.

The dynamic songstress’ style is
somewhat akin to Feist, but
Michaelson adds a dramatic element
to her sound that creates constant
excitement – she knows exactly when
a song needs to bust out of its mellow
confines, and her latest album, “Girls
and Boys,” is an excellent effort.

The assertive guitar rhythms of
opening track “Die Alone,” paired
with lighter vocals, immediately cre-
ate a musical tension between the
sharp and the subtle, and Michaelson
spends the rest of the album mingling
the best of both.

Her straight vocal delivery lets her
smart lyrics – they’re all over the
album – take center stage. And there’s
an earnestness to her words that makes
each line feel like a revelation. “I
never thought I could love anyone but
myself, now I know I can’t love any-
one but you,” she realizes in “Die
Alone.”

And she runs an emotional gamut –
chances are, anyone looking for a
deep quote to perfectly sum up her
pain or defiance or elation will find
what she seeks.

The infectious “The Hat” is a slice
of bubbly guitar pop with catchy
rhythms that are a surprising, but
successful, pairing with a narrative
about accepting a break-up. “I re-
member the first time we
danced…what I don’t recall is why I
said, ‘I simply can’t sleep in this tiny
bed with you anymore’…I’ll only see
you in my dreams at night, and that’s
alright,” Michaelson sings with con-
viction.

On the other hand, the heartbreak-
ing words of “December Baby,” de-
livered sadly over a soft acoustic gui-
tar, don’t hide anguish at the thought
of a relationship ending. “You fin-
ished first, I must catch up to
you…How can I catch up when I
don’t want to? How can I catch up
when I still want you?” Swirling
instrumentals start to take over as she
repeats her questions.

On “Highway,” she’s a mother who
can’t believe she’s driving her kid to
college. And when she chooses a nar-
rative role, the 27-year-old fully in-
habits it – she might as well have 20
more years of life experience behind
her.

She’s a master at knowing when to
add vocal harmonies – she never
oversaturates a song, and when she
layers, she does it gracefully and
effectively (see the wonderful mo-
ment of clarity capping off “Die
Alone”).

With “Girls and Boys,” Michaelson
has crafted a lovely record cohesive
in spirit but with enough musical and
lyrical variation to stay interesting.

If you remember the wedding-dress
scene from the “Grey’s” season fi-
nale, you should get your hands on
“Keep Breathing.” Otherwise, go for
“Girls and Boys.” There’s not an ob-
noxious song in this bunch.

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you’re like me, you’re probably
afraid that you won’t have enough
food to serve your guests and wind up
cooking enough to feed an army.

Last Thanksgiving, I had a whole
turkey left over. And although I like
to see that my guests have enjoyed
their meal, I never want to see any
dish completely gone.

Whether it’s true or not that this is
an indication that there probably
wasn’t enough, I don’t want it to
happen, and thus, there exists the
tendency to go overboard.

By Friday night, my family has
pretty much had their fill of turkey,
stuffing and potatoes so new ways to
recycle the turkey are being invented
every year. Of
course, donating
large sums of left-
overs are always a
good way to go.
Mobile Wheels of
Westfield located
at 170 Elm Street
welcomes food
donations. Call
(908) 233-6146.

Turkey sand-
wiches and turkey-
salad sandwiches
are fine alternatives for snacking the
day after. We like to spice up the
turkey leftovers by making honey
mustard turkey wraps with sliced red
onion or Mexican-style wraps with
guacamole and salsa, which taste great
on whole wheat or chile flour torti-
llas.

Additionally, the following recipes
not only solve the problem, but they’re
delicious as well. The turkey squash
soup puts the turkey carcass to good
use. Although this recipe doesn’t call
for using any turkey, adding some
diced turkey makes a nice addition.

Turkey Squash Soup
INGREDIENTS

1 onion
2 tablespoons olive oil, divided
¾ cup apple cider
2 ½ cups chicken broth
1 turkey carcass
20 ounces (about 4 cups) butternut
squash, peeled and diced*
Salt & pepper
1 apple, diced
½ cup chopped hazelnuts
1 teaspoon sugar

PROCEDURE

In a small pan, sauté the onion in
1 tablespoon of the olive oil for 2-3
minutes or until the onion begins to
brown. Add the apple cider and cook
for 3 minutes until it becomes syrupy.
Pour the broth into a large pot. Add
the turkey carcass and the squash.
Transfer the onion mixture to the pot.
Season with salt & pepper. Cover and
simmer for 1-½ hours. Before serv-
ing, sauté the apple, nuts and sugar in
the remaining tablespoon of oil. Ladle
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the soup into bowls and top each
serving with 1 tablespoon of the apple
mixture.

*Trader Joe’s sells 20-ounce packs
of prepared organic butternut squash.

Turkey Stew
INGREDIENTS

1 onion, diced
1 red pepper, sliced
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 cups chicken broth
1 can (14.5 ounces) diced tomatoes
2 potatoes, peeled and diced
2 carrots diced
3 cloves garlic
1 teaspoon ground ginger
1 teaspoon ground mustard

½ teaspoon celery
salt
Salt & pepper
2 cups leftover tur-
key, cut into cubes

PROCEDURE

In a large pan,
sauté the onion and
the red pepper in
the olive oil for 3
to 4 minutes until
they are browned.
Transfer to a large

pot and add the broth, diced toma-
toes, potatoes carrots, garlic ground
ginger, ground mustard, celery salt,
salt & pepper. Cover and simmer for
45 minutes. Add the turkey and sim-
mer for an additional 15 minutes.
Serve over rice, if desired.

Turkey Pot Pie
INGREDIENTS

2 frozen 9-inch piecrusts
1 baking potato
1 onion, diced
2 carrots, sliced
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 cup chicken broth
2 tablespoons flour
1 cup cooked turkey, diced
½ cup frozen or canned corn
½ cup frozen peas
2 cloves garlic

PROCEDURE

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Remove the piecrusts from the freezer
about 30 to 40 minutes before ready
to use. Boil the potato for 20 to 25
minutes in a small pot. Let cool for 5
minutes, remove, peel and chop into
1 inch dice. While the potato is boil-
ing, sauté the onion and the carrots in
the olive oil in a large sauté pan and
over a high heat for 2 to 3 minutes or
until the onion is browned. Pour in
the chicken broth. Add the flour to
thicken. Add the potato, turkey, corn,
peas and garlic and let simmer for 5
minutes. Pour into 1 piecrust. Lay the
remaining piecrust on top. If the dough
breaks, push back together and patch
together. Don’t worry how it looks
before it bakes. Bake for 35 to 40
minutes.

Turkey Pot Pie

CDC to Show Musical
Version of ‘Frog, Toad’

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) will offer musical
renditions of Arnold Lobel’s “Frog
and Toad” stories in December.

In CDC’s musical version of those
same tales, A Year with Frog and Toad
traces the friendship between the sea-
sons. Friends Snail and Mouse, as
well as other woodland creatures, join
an optimistic Frog and a grouchy
Toad.

A Year with Frog and Toad opened
on Broadway in 2003 and received
multiple Tony nominations, includ-
ing “Best Musical” and “Best Score.”

Although the musical is geared to-
wards a younger audience, adults will
find the show enjoyable as well.

The production plays at the CDC
Community Theatre in Cranford and
is directed by Kevin Kessler and Marc
Ricci.

CDC Theatre will host the shows
on Friday, December 7, at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, December 8, at 10:30 a.m.,
1:30 and 4:30 p.m. and Sunday, De-
cember 9, at 1:30 and 4:30 p.m.

Tickets are $8 and are available by
calling the box office at (908) 276-
7611.

Singers Perform
In Dec., Jan. Concerts
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, De-

cember 9, at 4 p.m., the Madrigal
Singers, directed by Elaine Fiorino,
will perform at the Community Con-
gregational Church on 200 Hartshorn
Drive in Short Hills.

Then, on Sunday, January 6, at 4
p.m., the singers will perform at the
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

The selections include music in-
spired by the Christmas story, with
flutes and readings.

Donations can be made at the door.
For more information, call (908)

233-1570.

Symphony, Jarvi
Present ‘Resurrection’
NEWARK – Music director Neeme

Järvi will display his conducting skills
when the New Jersey Symphony Or-
chestra presents Gustav Mahler’s
Symphony No. 2, “Resurrection” on
Friday, November 30, at 8 p.m. at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark.

This work, considered by many to
be Mahler’s greatest, is one that ex-
presses the composer’s faith and spiri-
tuality.

Leading soprano Twyla Robinson
and mezzo-soprano Nancy Maultsby,
coupled with the world-renowned
150-voice Westminster Symphonic
Choir, converge in the performances.

Three performances of Mahler’s
“Resurrection” will take place: No-
vember 30 at NJPAC, Saturday, De-
cember 1, at 8 p.m. at the Patriots
Theater at the War Memorial in Tren-
ton, and Sunday, December 2, at 3
p.m. at NJPAC.

Single tickets begin at $20 for all
three performances. Subscription se-
ries tickets for the season are still
available and may be purchased by
calling 1-800-ALLEGRO (255-3476)
or online by visiting njsymphony.org.
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Singers, Choir
Prepare for Season

CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers and Children’s Choirs will
present their winter performance of
“December Sounds” at the Cranford
Harvest Training Center on Myrtle
Street at 8:15 p.m. on December 14
and 15.

In preparation, the Children’s Choir
– a tuition-free organization – has
worked through its repertoire since
mid-September.

The Children’s Choir now consists
of 68 children (about 30 boys and 38
girls) from Union, Middlesex and
Somerset Counties, representing
more than 20 communities. Over the
past 12 years, more than 400 children
have participated in the choir.

For additional information about
the Children’s Choir, call Tom Pedas
at (908) 245-2339 or visit celebra-
tion-singers.org.


