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FACELIFT…The Franklin School PTO recently held its annual pumpkin-fair
fundraiser at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield. The fair consisted of a
variety of games, food and attractions, as well as a raffle for oversized gift baskets
donated by each class. Children also enjoyed face painting, as well as a new
technique – colorful sprayed-on hair coloring. Above, Sophia and Dominic
Maurillo get a “facelift.”

COMFORT ZONE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education recently
held a “Celebration of Achievement” to honor the district’s newly tenured
teachers and professional-staff members. As a memento of the occasion, the
honored teachers received a copy of the book “A Cup of Comfort for Teachers”
by Colleen Sell and a pen. Two Brunner School teachers were awarded tenure at
the start of the 2007-2008 school year. Pictured, from left to right, are Samantha
Steinberg, teacher; Jodi Frank, principal; and Sarah Marion, teacher.

I SHALL BE RELEASED…Kinderprep students completed their monarch
butterfly unit with the release of monarchs, after having spent the last few weeks
observing the many different stages of its lifecycle.

HOT CHOCOLATE…Diane Pinder,
a chocolatier recently gave a presenta-
tion to the Woman’s Club of Westfield
following a general club meeting at the
Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Ms. Pinder
began her career in cardiac critical-
care nursing and went on to manage
medical production and advertising for
leading firms. Looking for a creative
challenge, she began to make gift bas-
kets, which included her freshly-made
chocolates. Diane received her formal
education from Manhattan-based cu-
linary instructors and graduated the
Ecole Chocolat Professional School of
Chocolate Arts. She also has a certifi-
cation as a master chocolatier. In 2004,
she began her own artisan chocolate
endeavor, Cranford-based Donna and
Company Candies, where her freshly-
made chocolate is handcrafted.

POW-WOW…The Westfield Day Care Center’s kindergarten class prepares for
its annual Native-American pow-wow. Beverly Friend taught children from the
daycare center, Presbyterian Nursery School/Kindergarten and Westfield Y
kindergarten about Native-Americans’ way of life in New Jersey long ago. The
pow-wow took place November 16 at the Westfield Day Care Center. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Alan Solovey, Sara Saber, Ezra King, Lily Talmont and
Kathryn Bartlett; second row, Malcolm Addison, Evan Branagan, Zane Piggèe,
Jeremy Heyder, Eva Boyes, Liam Culkin, Debbie Obiajulu, Elizabeth Stahl, Katie
Kwiatkowski, Emma Rocco, Sean Canavan, Megan Anderson, Stephanie Michael
and Zachary Zaller.

Teachers Go WILD
At Trailside, December 6

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present “Project WILD,” a
teacher-training workshop for adults,
ages 18 and older, at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside
on Thursday, December 6, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Project WILD can assist formal
teachers, home-school educators or
scout leaders in teaching any subject,
to any grade level. Topics covered in
the provided curriculum include sci-
ence, social studies, math, literacy
and art.

Through Project WILD, educators
will acquire new skills and practices
that translate into more effective
teaching.

The fee for this workshop is $25
per person, which includes a curricu-
lum guide. Space is limited and pre-

registration is required.
Project WILD lessons are corre-

lated to New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards. Participants re-
ceive six New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) professional-
development credits.

Light morning refreshments will
be served during registration, but par-
ticipants are encouraged to bring a
lunch. Those attending should wear
comfortable shoes and appropriate
clothing because there will be some
outdoor activity.

For additional information on
“Project WILD” or information about
upcoming programs and special
events at Trailside, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Offers Writing Contest

WESTFIELD –The Woman’s Club
of Westfield has invited all young
writers from first grade through high
school to enter The New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs’ Youth
Poetry and Short story contest.

Poems may be any style, with a

minimum of eight and a maximum of
30 lines. Short stories are limited to
2,000 words.

The categories for the contest con-
sist of category one, grades 1 to 3;
category two, grades 4 to 6; category
three, grades 7 to 9; and category
four, grades 10 to 12.

All entries must be typewritten and
double-spaced, with a minimum of
one-inch margins, one side only on 8
½-inch x 11-inch paper.

Students may enter one short story
and/or one poem for the local
Westfield Club contest. Authors must
be amateurs, with earnings from writ-
ing not exceeding $500 annually.
Entries must be written during the
contest year and may not have been
published prior to the competition.
Manuscripts must be the original work
of the author.

Entries must have the following
information in the top right-hand cor-
ner of each page – author’s name,
address and telephone number, name
of sponsoring club (Woman’s Club of
Westfield) and title of manuscript.

All entries are judged on content,
organization and form. The decision
of the judges is final. Two copies of
each entry may be sent to: Woman’s
Club of Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, NJ 07090 no later than
January 10, 2008.

Since work cannot be returned,
entrants should keep a copy of their
manuscript. Winners in the local con-
test will be sent on for judging at the
New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Club level. First place win-
ners will then go on to General Fed-
eration of Woman’s Club, which is
the national level.
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Student Participates
In the Political Process

Ball Leads Search
For New Principal

WESTFIELD – Newly appointed
human resources specialist Barbara
Ball will lead the search for a new
principal for Westfield High School.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan announced, “Barbara Ball has
been a dedicated teacher and adminis-
trator in the Westfield Public Schools
for 40 years. Together, with her unique
knowledge of the district and her expe-
rience in hiring, I am confident that our
new search for our high-school’s prin-
cipal will be most successful.”

Ms. Ball is a lifelong resident of
Westfield and a product of the
Westfield schools. She received a
master’s degree in educational ad-
ministration from Kean University
and served on numerous search com-
mittees in the school district, chairing
a number of them.

She is a co-author, along with her
husband, of two books, “Killer Inter-
views,” released by McGraw Hill in
1996, and “Impact Hiring,” released
by Prentice Hall in 2000.

In the spring of this year, Ms. Ball
was named a 2007 Woman of Excel-
lence by the Union County Commis-
sion on Women, honoring her contri-
bution to education.

MS PTA to Host
 Craft Workshop

MOUNTAINSIDE – Deerfield
School in Mountainside will hold its
sixth-annual holiday craft workshop
on  on Saturday, December 1, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the school gymna-
sium, located at 300 Central Avenue.

Sponsored by the Mountainside
P.T.A., the holiday craft workshop
offers a day of crafting and holiday
preparation for children of all ages.

Craft choices include votive
candleholders, painted aprons and
canvas bags, as well as wooden
frames, layered soup jars, holiday
ornaments, jewelry crafts and more.

Admission is free to the event,
which is open to all children. Crafts
will cost $1.50 or more. The PTA will
sponsor a bake sale at the event.

For more information, contact Ali-
cia Batista at (908) 578-3817, Kelly
Jurczak at (908) 518-0775 or Jeanie
Ruban at (908) 233-5838.

By WILLIAM J. VOGT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After dragging myself out of bed
early this Tuesday morning, I arrived
at the local elementary school.

However inconvenienced I might
have been, I knew that I my purpose
was noble. It was Election Day and
my first one as a voter at that.

Once inside the dry warmth of the
school building, I realized that I was
one of the first voters to arrive. Be-
cause of my busy senior year at school,
I could only vote early in the morn-
ing, before classes.

The nice part about going early is
that I did not have to wait long until I
had my turn at the voting booth. The
registration process went smoothly,
and the only person ahead of me was
my mother, who proudly took me to
vote for the first time.

When I went in the booth to cast my
own vote, I was overwhelmed with
thoughts about the important deci-

sions I was about to make.
For the first time in my life, I actu-

ally had a say in how the great State of
New Jersey was going to be run. This
made me think deeply about what
exactly I was voting for.

Also, the actual ballot itself was a
little intimidating, although I had re-
ceived a sample one in the mail and
had already made my decisions about
all the votes I was about to make.

Even so, the number of choices I
was making scared me; I was afraid
of making a careless error, as I was
inexperienced and remembered viv-
idly the voter horror stories from 2000.

Fortunately, my fears were un-
founded. After proofreading the ballot
at least three times to make sure I hadn’t
made any mistakes, I cast my first vote
and went on with the rest of my day.

This action, though brief, holds
great significance for me. For just a
few minutes on a Tuesday morning, I
had input into how my state and my
community will serve its citizens.

Politically inclined as I am, I have
always felt that voting was by far the
most powerful and important form of
political participation. It is one thing to
volunteer on a campaign or take a sum-
mer civics course; it is something en-
tirely different to actively participate in
your own government by voting.

Though it required much thought
and effort, I am glad that I voted on
November 6. Voting represented a turn-
ing point in my life, one in which I, in
some ways, have reached adulthood.

Having a voice in my government
gave me a feeling of responsibility and
a pride for my country, a pride that I
hope will grow in future elections.

William is a student at Wardlaw-
Hartridge School.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD…At the November 8 Saint Bartholomew
Academy (SBA) Cub Scout Pack 103 meeting, the scouts assembled more than 50
shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child. Operation Christ-
mas Child provides millions of shoeboxes filled with toys and other goodies to
children in Third-World countries. This week, the SBA Cub Scouts will also
participate in Scouting for Food and will collect cans and other items to be
distributed at Thanksgiving to local families in need.

YOUNG READERS…Katherine DeMarco, a sixth grader at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains, reads one of the more than 60 gently-used books she plans
to donate to Books for Kids. A statewide program started in 1991, Books for Kids
distributes new and gently-used books to thousands of children each year. New
and gently-used books, for pre-school through high-school level, can be donated
until Monday, December 10 at the Fanwood Memorial Library.

BEST BAND…The Westfield High School Marching Band took second place in
Group 4 competition in South Plainfield on October 27. WHS placed first for best
color guard and over all color guard and best pit crew. Pictured, left to right, are:
drum majors Danielle Tepper, Matt DeMasi and Samantha Avis, and Color
Guard captains Brittany Graham, Jessica Harmer and Alex Hurtt.

DRUMLINE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Marching Band concluded its
season on November 3 with a second-place award in Group VI A at the USSBA
Northern State Championships held at J. Birney Crum Stadium in Allentown, Pa.
The band took home the caption awards for Best Music, Best Visual Effect and
Best Percussion Section. Pictured above, in the back, from left to right, are student
bandleaders Zach Feldman, drum major, Nick Murray, band president, and
Karthik Krishna-Kumar, drum major, and front, left to right, Jessica Nagourney,
color-guard captain, Victoria McNally, drum major, Gail Marie Sprague, color-
guard captain, and Joe Ellis, drum captain.

SP Student Makes
Difference at Wardlaw

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the begin-
ning of the 2007-2008 at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, Ann Hergenrother,
middle-school headmaster, an-
nounced that her stu-
dents would pursue the
theme of “125 Ways to
Make a Difference” to
underline the school’s
celebration of its 125th
anniversary and the stu-
dents’ commitment to
outreach activities.

C a t h e r i n e
Badalamenti of Scotch
Plains, an eighth grader
at the Edison-based
school, was one of three
students who has already contributed
to the theme through diverse commu-
nity projects that Ms. Hergenrother
said make the school very proud.

Catherine made an announcement
at middle-school lunch that she would
be collecting cleats and soccer-re-
lated items to send to youngsters in

Zambia, Africa, who
would otherwise not be
able to afford such items
needed to play the sport.

She received dona-
tions from her parents,
Salvatore and Jean
Badalamenti and her
brother, Mark. She also
received donations from
the Rogers family of
Plainfield, Randolph and
Lesley Rogers and their
son and daughter,

Cameron and Abigail.
“It felt good to help other kids

[who] play the sport I like the most,”
said Catherine.

Catherine Badalamenti

SP’s Ritter Becomes
Commended Student

SCOTCH PLAINS – Principal Sis-
ter Percylee Hart of Union Catholic
High School announced that Cynthia
Ritter of Scotch
Plains was named a
commended student
in the 2007 National
Merit Scholarship
Program.

The principal will
present a Letter of
Commendation from
the school and Na-
tional Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation,
which conducts the
program, to the scho-
lastically-talented se-
niors.

About 34,000 com-
mended students
throughout the nation
earned the title. Although they will
not continue in the 2007 competition
for Merit Scholarship awards, com-
mended students placed among the 5

percent of more than one million stu-
dents who entered the 2007 competi-
tion by taking the 2006 Preliminary

SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

A spokesperson for
the National Merit Pro-
gram commented, “It is
important to acknowl-
edge the attainments of
the academically-tal-
ented students and to
credit schools for the
key role they play in
their development.”

He added, “We hope
the recognition received
by these able young
men and women who
are commended in this
rigorous, nationwide

competition will encourage them to
take advantage of the opportunities
for higher education and to diligently
pursue their professional goals.”

Cynthia Ritter

SP Resident Helps
Volunteer in D.C.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Christina
Defeo, a resident of Scotch Plains
and a freshman at American Univer-
sity, participated in the Freshmen Ser-
vice Experience (FSE), a commu-
nity-service project in which fresh-
men students contributed nearly
10,000 hours of service at 37 sites
around the Washington, D.C., area.
Christina is a recent graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Nearly 500 American University stu-
dents participated in the four-day FSE
program this year. Christinia worked
with Community of Hope, an organi-
zation working to improve the health
and quality of life for low-income and
underserved families in D.C.

Along with other volunteers, she
washed walls and sanitized the
children’s area to make it more suitable
for playing. Other student-led groups
of volunteers served and prepared meals
and rebuilt homes, among other things.


