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We Should Count Blessings,
Not Things We Do Not Have

 By REVEREND PAUL KRITSCH

She was just a young woman, a
wife for a few years with a little son in
tow and another on the way. Tired of
the many wars that swept across Eu-
rope all too frequently, she and her
husband had decided that they needed
a fresh start in the New World.

 Never again would they see their
relatives and friends. A small trunk
contained all that they could bring,
only their most precious belongings,
including a porcelain plaque care-
fully wrapped for the journey. Writ-
ten in their native German, the plaque
reads in English, “Be content with
what God has blessed you. Don’t
worry about the things you don’t
have.” My wife and I now have that
plaque in our living room, for the
young woman who came to the United
States over a century ago was my
wife’s grandmother.

In his Church Dogmatics, theolo-
gian Karl Barth wrote, “Grace and
gratitude belong together like heaven
and earth. Grace evokes gratitude like
the voice an echo.” More than just a
concept or proper etiquette or a spe-
cial day, giving thanks is an attitude
that should permeate a person’s life
because so does God’s love.

If gratitude doesn’t fill us, then
even the most eloquent thank you
note rings hollow. Without an attitude
of thanks, a person’s life all too easily
becomes one long political ad, filled
with sarcastic critiques about how
bad everything is, with no plan about
how to change anything for the better.

While in prison for his faith, St. Paul
wrote, “Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything, by prayer and

petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God” (Philippians 4:6). Paul
wrote with an expectation that God was
with him no matter what his circum-
stance, giving him what was needed for
the day. As a result, Paul’s life reso-
nated with joyful thanksgiving.

Typical of many immigrants, my
wife’s grandmother gave thanks for
what she had while seeking an even
better life for herself and her family.
When her children came home from
school each afternoon, the first thing
they had to do was to sit down at the
kitchen table to teach Ma everything
they had learned that day, from En-
glish to math. Her children grew up
with solid educations that led to pro-
ductive occupations. Her grandchil-
dren all graduated from college, some-
thing that may have seemed impos-
sible to everyone but this woman filled
with an attitude of thanksgiving.

More than just for a day, I pray that
your life is filled with an attitude of
thanksgiving whatever your circum-
stance. We can be content with what
God has blessed us, and not worry
about the things we don’t have, for
God’s never-ending love is for each
of us, too.

* * * * * * *

The Reverend Kritsch will begin his
20th anniversary December 1 as pas-
tor of the Redeemer Lutheran Church,
229 Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Rotary Posts Dates
For Luminary Sales

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Rotary Club will hold its
luminary sale at the Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works, located at
1 Manfra Way off of North Avenue.

The sale will take place as follows:
Saturday, December 8, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, Decem-
ber 15 and 16 and December 22 and
23, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Monday,
December 24, 9 a.m. to noon.

A tradition dating to the 1500s in
Mexico, luminary candles are ordi-
nary candles placed in a bag held
steady by sand. People would place
the illuminated bags alongside their
walkways to symbolize the road to
Bethlehem.

Candles are 50 cents apiece. The
Rotary Club recommends that cus-
tomers bring a bucket to collect the
sand that will be provided adjacent to
the building. An average home re-
quires about 30 to 40 candles spaced
approximately three feet apart. For
more information, call Neil Schembre
at (908) 889-9500.

 Thrift Shop to Feature
Gift Items For Holidays

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that its thrift
shop, located at 1730 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains, will now fo-
cus on holiday gift items.

Women’s sweaters, along with toys
and dolls, have been relocated to an-
other section of the store. Beginning
Tuesday, November 27, the center
table in the main room will be com-
pletely filled with brand new items
suitable for gift giving.

Hundreds of items will be on dis-
play. New merchandise selections,
chosen by Christmas Boutique Chair-
man Donna Kuhn, will be available.
Most of the items are still in their
original packaging. Prices start at $1.
Because of the large inventory, items
will be replenished daily as space
permits. The sale will continue until
the shop closes on Saturday, Decem-
ber 22, for the holidays. It will reopen
on Tuesday, January 2.

 The shop’s “Designer Corner” rack
features holiday dresses and fur coats.
Store hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday. For more information
or directions, call the shop at (908)
322-5420 during business hours.

Scouts’ Mitten Tree Project
To Be Part of Tree Lighting
WESTFIELD – The Girl Scouts

of Westfield are asking local resi-
dents to donate new mittens, gloves,
hats, scarves and socks to their Mit-
ten Tree collection to benefit home-
less men, women and children.

The scouts will be present with
their Mitten Tree collection box at
Westfield’s annual Tree Lighting cer-
emony to be held at 5 p.m. on Sunday,
December 2, at the North Avenue
side of the Westfield train station.

Participants are asked to look for
the Mitten Tree collection box to the
right of the stage as they are facing
the tree from North Avenue.

In addition to Girl Scouts on hand
for the event, the Girl Scout flag and
Mitten Tree signs will indicate the
location of the collection box. Now
in its 15th year, this collection pro-

gram will provide winter items for
distribution among four local orga-
nizations that serve the homeless.

Visitors are invited to speak to the
Girl Scouts at the Mitten Tree col-
lection about their experiences in
scouting. Additionally, special Girl
Scout treats will be available along
with Girl Scout literature describing
the many opportunities open to girls
and young women through the Girl
Scout organization.

The Westfield Girl Scouts are part
of the Girl Scouts of Washington
Rock Council. Based in Westfield,
the council serves 24 communities
in three counties, among them Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood, Berkeley Heights and
Westfield.  The council is celebrat-
ing its 50th anniversary this year.

DISTINGUISHED VOLUNTEER…Sherry Cronin presents Roger Love with the
Rotary Club of Westfield’s H. Emerson Thomas Volunteer Award. Mr. Love, the
owner of Century 21 Taylor and Love of Westfield, was honored November 6 along
with Ruth B. Smith and David Holtz as recipients of the club’s Community Awards.
These awards recognize outstanding service to the community. The Rotary Club  of
Westfield meets on Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. for lunch at the Westfield Area “Y.”

Rotary Club Salutes Three
With Community Awards

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield has recognized three in-
dividuals with its Community Awards,
which were announced November 6
by Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the Westfield Downtown Corpora-
tion and chairman of the Rotary Club’s
Awards Committee.

Roger Love, owner of Century 21
Taylor and Love Realtors in Westfield,
received the H. Emerson Thomas Vol-
unteer Award. Named for a former
Westfield mayor and past president of
the Rotary Club of Westfield, the award
recognizes a Rotarian for exceptional
volunteer work in the community.

A fourth-generation Westfield resi-
dent, Mr. Love has been president of
the Westfield Board of Realtors and
the Greater Union County Associa-
tion of Realtors and now serves on
the latter organization’s board of di-
rectors.

As a volunteer, he has served twice
as general chairman of the United
Fund campaign. He also has been
president of the Westfield Area “Y”
board of directors and currently sits
on that board. Mr. Love is a trustee of
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
and a former trustee of the Education
Fund of Westfield.

He has been an active member of the
Rotary Club of Westfield for the past
20 years, is a Paul Harris Fellow and
won the Rotary Club of Westfield’s
Humanitarian of the Year Award.

The Jimmy Coventry Vocational
Award was presented to Ruth B.
Smith, executive director for the past
17 years of the Westfield Senior Citi-
zens Housing Corporation. This
award, named for a past Westfield
Rotary Club president and Paul Har-
ris Fellow, goes to a non-Rotarian
who does exceptional volunteer work
in the community. Prior to her current
position, Ms. Smith ran the Neigh-
borhood Improvement Association, a
non-profit corporation that improved
houses in Westfield.

On the volunteer side, she serves
on the board of New Jersey Connect,
Inc. in Westfield and the Freeman
Apartments in Springfield, both of
which provide housing for physically
impaired adults. She also sits on the

board of the New Jersey Association
of Homes and Services for the Aging
(NJAHSA).

Ms. Smith was honored with the
highest award this year from the
NJAHSA – the 2007 Distinguished
Service Award. She also won the Dr.
Herbert Shore Outstanding Mentor
Award from the American Associa-
tion of Homes and Services for the
Aging.

David Foltz was awarded the Ro-
tary Club Community Volunteer of
the Year Award. This award may go to
either a Rotarian or a non- Rotarian
who does exceptional volunteer work
in the community.

A Certified Public Accountant and
attorney, Mr. Foltz works at the
Westfield firm of Buttermore and
Foltz, handling trusts and estates. He
also does pro bono work as an attor-
ney for The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, the September 11th Me-
morial Park Committee and for the
Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve
House Project.

An active volunteer in town, Mr.
Foltz is co-chairing the Westfield
United Way Annual Campaign with
his wife, Cyrene. He is treasurer of
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park, the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation,
of which he also serves on the board
of directors, and the Foundation for
the Support of Psychoanalytic Edu-
cation and Research at the New York
University School of Medicine.

Additionally, he is past treasurer of
PANDA and the Presbyterian Nurs-
ery School and past president and
treasurer of the Westfield Jaycees.

Mr. Foltz is a ruling elder of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, a
soccer coach, Boy Scout merit badge
counselor and head chef for Boy Scout
Troop 72’s Erincliff Island summer
camp in Ontario, Canada. He has
been a member of the Rotary Club of
Westfield for five years.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.

Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,

whether it be for burial or cremation.

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.

Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325

908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707

908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

JULIETTE’S BIRTHDAY…Newly formed Daisy Troop No. 206 of Coles El-
ementary School in Scotch Plains celebrated the October 31 birthday of Juliette
“Daisy” Low, founder of the American Girl Scout organization. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Back row, Kaitlyn Cheung, Anna Gordon, Amanda Toupence,
Jacqueline Ayers, Lilly Higgins and Molly St. Onge, and front row, Rosanna
Colella, Jennifer Fleck, Sarah Wallace, Jacquelyn Coyne, Jadie Pearl and Victoria
Savoca. Pamela Savoca is leader and Katheryn Chicella is co-leader of the troop.

– Obituaries –

Jean Shaw
Jean Shaw of Newtown, Pa. died

on Thursday, November 15, at the
Pickering Manor Nursing Home in
Newtown.

Born in Newark, she lived in
Westfield before moving to Newtown
10 years ago.

Mrs. Shaw had been a secretary for
Thomas & Associates in Westfield
for many years, retiring in 1990. She
was a member of the Westfield Chap-
ter of Hadassah.

Her husband, Daniel Shaw, prede-
ceased her.

Surviving are a daughter, Robin
Leto; a son, David Shaw, and four
grandchildren.

Graveside services were held on
Monday, November 19, at Graceland
Memorial Park in Kenilworth.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.

November 22, 2007

Marion Rogers, 95, Loving Homemaker;
Was Member of Several Area Churches
Marion Charlotte Rogers (nee

Boyce), 95, of Westfield, devoted
wife for 69 years of the late Howard
Rogers, died peacefully among fam-
ily members at home on Thursday,
November 15.

A native of Elizabeth, she devoted
her life to being a homemaker.

Mrs. Shaw was a childhood mem-
ber of the Second Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth, a member of
Townley Church in Union and later a
member of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.

Her husband predeceased her in
2000.

Surviving are two sons and their
wives, Thomas and Sherry (Williams)
Rogers and David Rogers and Nancy
Priest, all of Westfield, and her grand-
children and their spouses, Diane
(Rogers) and Brian Meyer of Virginia

Beach, Va., Craig and Karen
(Nicodemus) Rogers of Clinton, N.J.,
Megan Rogers of Allen, Tex., Lind-
say Rogers of Asheville, N.C. and
Joshua Rogers of Westfield. She also
was blessed with great-grandchildren
Sarah, Ashley, Kirsten, Peter, Brody,
Logan, Tanner, Dante and Lily.

An interment service was held on
Monday, November 19, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield. A memorial
service will be arranged at a later
date.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield-Choir Fund, 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

November 22, 2007

Warren Whitcombe, 82, WPD Retiree;
Earned Purple Heart In World War II

Warren L. “Butch” Whitcombe, 82,
of Brick died on Saturday, November
17, in Brick.

Born in Westfield, he had lived
there for 70 years before moving to
Brick 12 years ago.

Mr. Whitcombe was employed with
the Westfield Police Department for
more than 25 years and was a former
local PBA president. After retiring
from the police force, he had worked
for Westfield Wine and Liquors prior
to retiring to Brick.

He served in the United States Army
infantry during World War II and spent
time in France and England. Mr.
Whitcombe received a Purple Heart
for wounds suffered in battle in
France.

His wife, Mary C. Whitcombe, pre-
deceased him in June. He also was

predeceased by an infant daughter in
1956.

Surviving are three daughters, Mary
Ann Tallman of Mesa, Ariz. and
Patricia Barry and Diane Whitcombe,
both of Brick; a son, Warren “Bubba”
Whitcombe of Brick, and five grand-
children.

Funeral services were set for
Wednesday, November 21, at the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield, with burial at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

November 22, 2007

John J. Hayden, Jr., 99
John J. Hayden, Jr., 99, of Fanwood

died on Saturday, October 20, at his
home.

Born in Jersey City, he had lived in
Plainfield prior to moving to Fanwood
in 1962.

Mr. Hayden was a retired insur-
ance executive, having worked with
Chubb in New York City and Murray
Hill for many years before retiring.

His wife, Agnes Kenny Hayden,
predeceased him in 2006.

Private arrangements are by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

November 22, 2007

Community News

Librarian to Spotlight
Genealogy Databases
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-

cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will learn about computer-
ized genealogy research at its monthly
meeting on Tuesday, November 27,
beginning at 8 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Jenny Lichtenwalner, a research
librarian at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, will bring her laptop com-
puter to the meeting and show genea-
logical databases. These databases
can assist individuals in tracing their
family tree.

Computers are available for con-
ducting research at the library, lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue. Addi-
tionally, librarians are on hand to
assist patrons in researching their in-
dividual genealogy.

The Scotch Hills Country Club is
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road. Refreshments and
fellowship will follow the program.
For more information, call Richard
Bousquet, historical society president,
at (908) 232-1199.

NAMI Meeting to Feature
Distinguished Psychiatrist

AREA – NAMI (National Alliance
on Mental Illness) of Union County
will offer a free presentation on Tues-
day, November 27. Dr. Vasudev
Makhija, a board certified psychia-
trist with a practice in Linden, will be
the guest speaker.

 Dr. Makhija will address a variety
of topics related to mental illness,
including medications, treatments and
current issues and problems. A ques-
tion-and-answer session will follow.

A psychiatrist for more than 25
years, Dr. Makhija is a Diplomate of
the American Board of Psychiatry
and Neurology, with hospital privi-
leges at Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth
and Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital-Rahway.

He has been elected to the status of
Distinguished Fellow of the Ameri-
can Psychiatric Association and is
past president of the Tri-County Chap-

ter of the New Jersey Psychiatric
Association.

Dr. Makhija currently is clinical as-
sociate professor at the Seton Hall Uni-
versity School of Graduate Medical
Education and is on the Council of the
New Jersey Psychiatric Association.

Since January of this year, Dr.
Makhija has been appointed as a
member of the Union County Mental
Health Advisory Board. He is chair-
man of the Program Committee and
co-chairman of the International Psy-
chiatry Committee of the New Jersey
Psychiatric Association. Additionally,
he is an alternate delegate from the
Union County Medical Society to the
Medical Society of New Jersey.

The program will begin at 7:30
p.m. at the Osceola Presbyterian
Church, 1689 Raritan Road in Clark.
For more information, call (908) 233-
1628. Refreshments will be served.

Mid-Day Musicales Set
To Return November 28

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, has announced
the beginning of its Mid-Day Musi-
cales concerts for the season of Ad-
vent with a program by violinist Jorge
Avila and pianist Steven Huter on
Wednesday, November 28, at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $5 in the church
social hall, located in the Patton Au-
ditorium.

The November 28 program will
include works by Mozart, Ravel, and
Fritz Kreisler.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.


