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Verizon FIOS Adds TV-36; WF
Residents Can Access Local Channel
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Verizon FIOS (fiber-optic service) has added
Westfield’s TV-36 to its host of channels, making Westfield the third municipality to offer its local-access channel on both FIOS and Comcast cable.
Westfield, which joins Somerville
and Cranford in offering the service,
is considering making use of a second channel, according to the chairman of the local communication advisory board.

However, one local legislator has
called the three towns’ “small movement” insufficient because citizens in
other Union County municipalities –
such as Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside – cannot see their local
channels on the FIOS network yet.
At last Wednesday’s meeting of
Westfield’s communication advisory
board, chairman Neil Sullivan announced that TV-36 does appear on
FIOS; however, at the moment, only
the bulletin-board service is operational.
Saying the video capabilities “need

Happy Thanksgiving
To You and Yours

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society

GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to
share its joy in being together and to give thanks for its many blessings. The
Westfield Leader staff wishes everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. For the enjoyment
of those alive 100 years from now, please e-mail your family Thanksgiving photo
to editor@goleader.com for our archives.

Rep. Ferguson Won’t Seek
4th Term in U.S. Congress
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) announced Monday that he will not
seek a fifth term in the House of
Representatives. Mr. Ferguson cited
family obligations for his decision.
“My wife, Maureen, and I have
four children, the oldest of [whom] is
9 years old. Since first being elected
in 2000, I have strived to balance my
responsibilities to my family and to
my constituents,” Mr. Ferguson said.
When reached for comment Monday, Mr. Ferguson told The Westfield
Leader that, had he decided to run
again, he was “very confident we
would have been successful.”
Mr. Ferguson won the open seventh-district seat that Bob Franks vacated in 2000. He defeated Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, now a state senator
representing the 21st legislative district, in a four-candidate primary battle.
He then beat former Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne Connelly by some
6,000 tallies out of 230,000 total votes
cast in the 2000 General Election.
Mr. Ferguson defeated Democrats
Tom Carden in 2002 and Steve Brozak
in 2004 before beating Mrs. Stender
by 3,239 votes with more than 190,000
tallies cast in 2006.
He told The Leader that he and his
wife had discussed the time constraints
of his job but only made the final
decision “in the last couple of days.”
“I don’t know what I am going to
do [after Congress],” he said, although
he said he hopes teaching, “will be at
least part of what I do.”
A Delbarton School, Notre Dame
(bachelor’s) and Georgetown (master’s)
graduate, Mr. Ferguson previously
taught at Mount St. Michael Academy
in the Bronx and at Brookdale Community College in Lincroft.
The congressman said his announcement would provide sufficient
time for candidates to mount campaigns for the open seat.
“I’m confident Republicans will
nominate a strong candidate who will

reflect the values of constituents in our
district,” Mr. Ferguson told The Leader.
Mr. Kean, recently named senate minority leader, said he would not seek the
open seat. “I would like to thank the
various party leaders, activists and supporters who have reached out to me and
urged me to run for Congress. However, I will not be a candidate for Congressman Ferguson’s seat.”
State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield), minority whip –
the third-ranking Republican in GOP
Assembly leadership – said he too
had decided not to run for the Congressional seat.
“Finally, I am in a position to have
a voice [in Trenton],” Mr. Bramnick
said. Saying he enjoys being in
Westfield, he added, “I am not ready
to trade Westfield for Washington.”
At press time, former Rep. Bob
Franks said he wouldn’t seek a return
to the 7th-district House seat.
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
who ran for the state senate two years
ago, said, “Like many of us, this information has caught me a bit off guard.”
“I have already been in contact
with Republican Party officials [on
Monday] and will keep my options
open as it pertains to running for
office in 2008,” he said.
State GOP Chairman Tom Wilson
said in a statement posted on the GOP
website, “While Mike would have no
doubt been re-elected next year, his
retirement doesn’t change the outcome
of the election, only the Republican
who will sit in that seat going forward.”
Union County Republican Phil Morin
said state legislators should receive the
first opportunity for the open seat. “I
think the reality is that the party is best
served having the party leaders take the
top positions,” Mr. Morin said.
State Democratic Chairman and
Assemblyman Joe Cryan (LD-20)
said he wanted to “strongly reaffirm
the confidence Democrats have in
Linda Stender and her ability to defeat any Republican who replaces
Mr. Ferguson on the ballot.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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SWAN SONG...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) thanks supporters after winning his
fourth term in Congress in the 2006 race against State Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Fanwood. At left, his wife, Maureen, looks on. Mr. Ferguson announced on Monday that he will not seek another term in office.

to be brought up to speed,” he estimated that it would take a few days to
“vet” the issues.
Under state law and Westfield’s
agreement with Comcast, there is a
provision that allows Westfield to receive two channels for local programming. Until recently, the town has
preferred to remain on one.
However, currently, “as part of our
discussion with Verizon, we are discussing two channels,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “We’ve always had the option
on Comcast. Now, we’re deciding
how best to serve the community
with an incremental channel.”
Saying the service would be comparable to how ESPN and ESPN 2
function, he said the town is deciding,
“how do we program each and provide the greatest value?”
He said it “makes sense” to concurrently pursue a second channel on
Comcast’s network, “so it’s systemneutral.”
Mr. Sullivan said the town has begun the process of changing the video
servers to accommodate multiple
channels.
“We would use the alternative channel to show ‘long-form’ broadcasting,
[including] shows of indiscriminate
lengths, such as a council or BOE [meetings], which would be difficult to program in a regular slot. We can show
repeats or older programming that has
an interest on the alternative channel.”
Mr. Sullivan also mentioned placing classic sports events on the ancillary channel. Regardless of what results, “We don’t see the ‘B channel’
as becoming CSPAN.”
With recent upgrades to the station’s
“plumbing,” such as changing from
video devices to a server, improving
the editing equipment and adding to
the channel’s supply of equipment,
TV-36 is “ready to take a step forward
in the next 12 to 18 months. The next
stage is programming. We have the
technological issues down.”
Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, the council liaison to the
board, discussed the option of a second channel.
She said Comcast users in Westfield
would see the second channel on channel 35, which, up until now, shows local
Fanwood news. However, channel 35
is not available on Verizon’s lineup,
which would force the second station to
occupy 37, 38 or 39 on FIOS.
Viewers in Fanwood would still
see Fanwood news on TV-35 when
tuning to the station.
George Weiss, director of TV-35 in
Fanwood, said the borough would “not
be impacted” if and when changes
occur. “We don’t have Nielsen ratings.
There will be less viewership, but we’re
not dependant on selling commercial
time. We’ll still go on and exist.”
When asked if the borough has
made progress in terms of its discussions with Verizon, he said, “We’re
supposed to be on Verizon, but we
have not heard back from them.”
Speaking on the possibility of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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GETTING TO THE TOP...Ken LeCroy of the Westfield Department of Public Works starts at the top, getting the lights
positioned for the town Christmas tree at the northside train station last Thursday. The tree-lighting ceremony is scheduled
for Sunday, December 2, at 5 p.m.

Pelissier Files Ethics Complaint
Against Commissioner Landale
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Two weeks after Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Mountainside commissioner
Clark Landale attacked Rahway commissioner Peter Pelissier for his efforts
to push through privatization of the
RVSA, Mr. Pelissier has charged that
Mr. Landale violated the state’s localgovernment-ethics law by failing to
disclose all sources of income in excess
of $2,000 from 2004-2006.
Dated November 8, the complaint
charges that Mr. Landale, an RVSA
commissioner since 2004, failed to
disclose that he works for Automatic
Data Processing (ADP) as a sales
executive on financial disclosure
forms filed with the State Local Finance Board.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

WESTFIELD — The board of adjustment heard multiple cases for
additions to single-family homes last
Thursday night.
James and Judith Brucia of 15
Stoneleigh Park have made improvements to their colonial home over the
eight years they have lived there. They
proposed finishing the attic to make it
a room for one of their four children.
The plans do not call for the third
floor to be raised beyond its current
seven-foot level. The board decided
to carry over the case to its next
meeting so the Westfield Historical
Society, which applauded the couple’s
previous improvements, could look
over the architectural plans.
Another case pushed off to the next
meeting was a variance for a sideyard setback at 131 Landsdowne Avenue, owned by Susan and Gregory
Pastuzyn. The attached garage is presently non-conforming at 6.8 feet,
where 15 feet is required.
The board had issues with the
couple’s wish to add on a bedroom
above the garage, essentially adding
to the current non-conforming area.
The board also saw density and massing as issues, as the owners also proposed adding five feet beyond the
rear of the house, expanding the
kitchen behind the garage.

turns to verify income.
“Without knowledge of his sources
of income, formal action [votes] by
the commissioner…could be construed to be tainted,” the Rahway
commissioner charged.
At the October 18 RVSA meeting,
Mr. Landale accused Mr. Pelissier of
spearheading a “renewed effort to
steamroll privatization [of RVSA]
through” after mayors said at last
December’s mayors’ forum for the 11
member towns of the RVSA that they
opposed looking into privatization at
the time.
Mr. Landale said at the meeting
that Mr. Pelissier is “under investigation for collecting a state pension
while serving as a consultant for
Rahway doing the same work that he
was before his retirement.”
“I am very concerned that his
position,…serving once again as
[Rahway’s] business administrator
and as the director of its redevelopment agency, creates a conflict or the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

RVSA Board Reverses
Privatization Resolution
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

EARLY SNOW FALL…The area was
hit by the first snowfall of the season on
Monday as the area received a dusting
of “the white stuff.”

Bd. of Adjustment Considers
Single-Family Home Apps.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

“What makes this violation even
more serious is the fact that ADP has
a non-fair practice of providing payroll services to RVSA. Mr. Landale
has voted to approve the bill on a
monthly basis inclusive of the fees to
ADP,” Mr. Pelissier said in his complaint, a copy of which was mailed to
The Westfield Leader.
He charged that a Google search led
him to find that Mr. Landale also is the
northeast regional sales manager with
San Francisco-based Taleo Corp. Mr.
Pelissier said the borough’s RVSA
disclosure form appears to show Mr.
Landale to be self-employed.
“It appears to be clear that in fact
the Mountainside commissioner...has
willfully misstated the material fact
of his employment,” Mr. Pelissier
charged, adding the borough commissioner did not list family members “as required and indicated on the
[disclosure] form.”
Mr. Pelissier has asked the local
finance board to review Mr. Landale’s
New Jersey state and federal tax re-

The board suggested that the owners could rearrange the kitchen without adding much to the rear footprint.
Mrs. Pastuzyn said they do not want
to completely gut the current six-foot
by eight-foot kitchen just to try and
get more space, implying it would be
cost prohibitive.
The board suggested that the
Pastuzyns meet with their architect
again to see if there are other possibilities before returning to the board.
Jaren Wright of 712 Oak Avenue
proposed an expanded kitchen, in
combination with a half bath and family room to her craftsman-style home,
which is substandard in size to the lot.
The board approved the 255-squarefoot addition because the streetscape
at all angles would not be impacted.
“I think it’s a very nice design,”
said William Heinbokel, board chairman.
The board approved an addition of
dormers to expand the attic space into
a child’s room at Martin Rothfelder’s
home at 585 Westfield Avenue. The
attic roof will be raised about four
feet to conform to code for a livable
space. The applicant had sought board
approval for the present non-conforming variances for side-yard and rearyard setbacks.
“They are not going for the box
look on top and are using dormers to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board
voted Monday evening to rescind a
resolution approving a request for proposal (RFP) for professional services
related to examining privatization.
Near the end of the meeting, Clark’s
representative
accused
his
Mountainside counterpart of “character assassination” after insinuations
were made about a conflict of interest.
In terms of the RFP issue, the board
voted 6-4 on Monday to rescind last
month’s 6-5 vote in favor of privatization
after Scotch Plains Commissioner Joan
Papen introduced the motion.
Rahway Commissioner Peter
Pelissier argued against the motion,
saying that communities with high
residential components of their tax
bases would have difficulty complying with the state’s mandated 4-percent tax-increase cap. He noted that
Rahway is considering forming a sewer
utility with other municipalities.
In a letter to the editor in The Westfield

Leader, Allen Chin, Westfield’s RVSA
representative, described the earlier
resolution pushing for privatization as
“premature” and said any action now
would only hazard a guess as to the
personnel required at the yet-to-be-upgraded facility.
Mr. Chin said acting now equated
to “wasting money on engineers, lawyers and professionals” and estimated
the cost to privatize in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars.
When Garwood commissioner
Charles Lombardo, who had voted in
favor of examining privatization,
questioned Mr. Chin as to when the
board should examine privatization,
Mr. Chin replied that discussion could
begin when the plant has operated in
a “steady state for one year.”
Mr. Pelissier pressed the other commissioners to acknowledge a willingness to review privatization once their
requirements were met.
Commissioners from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Roselle Park,
Mountainside, Garwood and Cranford
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader

COLLEGE STUDYING...Holy Cross representative Tom Madaras, right, talks
to Westfield High School students about the Worcester, Mass., college at last
Thursday evening’s college-night event, held in the WHS cafeteria.
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Verizon FIOS Picks Up TV-36
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FUNDRAISING FRENCH…WHS French Club Members Sam Ritter and
Katherine Roberts stop their fundraising efforts to take a picture with the French
“drapeau.” The French Club sold refreshments at College Night last Thursday to
raise money to support the education of a child in Rwanda.

DWC Says Store Closings
Do Not Reflect WF Market
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Sherry Cronin, executive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, presented the
results of a quarterly DWC board report at Monday’s meeting of the DWC.
In the third quarter of 2007, Ms.
Cronin said the Special Improvement
District (SID) of Westfield currently
has 99 percent of its retail space filled.
There is 6,400 square feet of vacant
retail space. The occupancy rate for
office space is 93 percent. There is
24,668 square feet of vacant office
space downtown.
Ms. Cronin said that so far in 2007,
there are a total of 480 businesses. She
said 31 new businesses have been created, one has expanded and 18 have
closed. She estimated businesses in the
SID currently employ 2,100 workers.
She said 60 jobs have been created
and 25 have been lost. As for residential
space, there are currently 175 living
units in the SID and 10 vacant spaces.
The board discussed the impact
that the soon-to-come closures of KB
Toys and the Bombay Company could
have on people’s perception of how
well Westfield’s market is doing.
Councilman Sal Caruana, liaison
to the DWC, said stores often close
because of “larger, corporate issues,”
such as bankruptcy, and not because
of reasons such as the company
“doesn’t like Westfield anymore.”
“They cut and run a lot faster than
mom-and-pops,” he said. “They don’t
think twice about closing up space.”
While he said this happens frequently, he acknowledged that people
could interpret the closings as related
to the viability of Westfield’s market.

WF BOA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

keep the look of the house,” said
board member Chris Masciale in his
approval of the design.
The board approved a master-suite
second-floor addition at 946 Tice
Place because, members said, the plan
was neither creating a massing nor
detrimental to the nearest neighbor.
Achim Bueklers plans to have a
master suite above the living room,
kitchen and dining room.
Amy and Dan Sharkey will turn
their screened-in porch into an office
at their home on 9 Fairhill Road, now
that the board accepted their proposal
since there was no change in footprint.
Outside of additions, the board
heard two cases regarding fencing of
property.
Hector Quijano built a six-foot privacy fence to the backyard of his
corner lot rental at 772 Boulevard.
His landlord allowed him to build it
with the condition that the building
department approved the fence.
Westfield’s current law requires a
fence be no higher than four feet
when located in the street side yard of
a corner lot.
Mr. Quijano, a commercial contractor by trade, said he called the
planning board office and requested a
meeting with the inspector; however,
the zoning officer who he spoke to
insisted she was capable of hearing
his proposal and making a decision.
He said she allowed him to build the
six-foot fence. However, he received
a violation notice after installing it. “I
don’t believe I meant any harm. I did
what I was told,” Mr. Quijano said.
The fence ordinance was changed
about two years ago, according to Mr.
Heinbokel, who opposed allowing Mr.
Quijano’s variance.
“I think we have to be consistent
with these types of cases that we see,”
Mr. Masciale said.
However, the board did approve an
open aluminum fence along the perimeter of a home at 129 Barchester Way to
enclose a pool. The ordinance requires
a six-foot solid fence if a pool is installed to give the neighbors privacy.
Peter and Jacqueline Pitre said their
property has many knolls and putting
a closed fence would actually make it
higher than six feet and appear like it
was a jail. They said their neighbors
would rather they not build that type
of fence.
Since tall evergreen trees enclose
the property, the board decided they
created privacy and the open fence
would suffice.
A Cacciola Place hearing was moved
to a special meeting on Tuesday, December 11.

“There’s no larger doubt than two
large spaces going dark at the same
time,” said Mr. Caruana.
“[The closings are] not because of
our market,” said David Martone,
DWC board chairman.
The board agreed “just getting the
word out could help to make people
better aware of this type of situation
and how they are brought on.”
The board also discussed the renovation project at 226 North Avenue. While
the DWC had previously approved a
grant of $6,000 to the property owner,
the New Jersey Table Tennis Club asked
for a $750 grant for new signage, new
doors and work on the awning.
Board member Dominick Verdic
said in the future, he would like to see
more specifics on how projects are
intended to come out, avoiding granting money before a project begins and
realizing midway that the idea would
not work or would require more money.
“I think the homework should be
done before they come and ask us for
money,” he said.
Ms. Cronin said, “When they get
into larger grants, there is a certain
expectation level” that the completed
project would be what the board
agreed to when awarding the grant.
For 226 North Avenue, Mr. Martone
said, “The board, providing the designs are acceptable, can certainly
consider that range.”
As an update, councilman-elect
Frank Arena said that parking lots 1
and 8 are “open for business.”
“They are complete for the holidays and good to go,” he said.
In her report for the promotions committee, Ms. Cronin displayed the 20072008 shopping and dining directory
(“Destination Westfield, New Jersey”).
“We believe this is the best edition
that we’ve ever done,” she said, noting
that 80,000 copies will be distributed.
The DWC has printed 8,000 copies
of “Welcome Home to Westfield Holiday Events.” Promotions for pictures
with Santa at Lord & Taylor, beginning tomorrow, have gone home in
“every backpack from grades K to 3,”
Ms. Cronin said.

AM 1690 Provides
Addl. Communication
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – While Westfield
citizens can tune to TV-36 for emergency information, they can also
tune to radio station AM 1690.
Westfield uses an ALERT AM
Emergency Advisory Radio System,
purchased through Information Station Specialists (ISS) out of Michigan.
ISS sales manager Bill Baker told
The Westfield Leader that Westfield
has used the product, housed in police headquarters, since 2005.
He said in the case of an emergency, such as a hurricane or terrorist attack, the system can provide
evacuation and shelter information.
He said ALERT AM’s more “common” uses occur at “high-profile
locations,” such as airports (including Kennedy and Westchester), national parks, highway departments
and communities.
Scotch Plains has no such service.
Clark residents can tune to 1700
kHz. Cranford citizens have 680 kHz.
In addition, Jim Gildea, Westfield
town administrator, said the town is
“making a big push” to employ an
emergency-text-message system. He
estimated that the town would finalize an agreement “sometime in the
new year.”

Westfielders losing the option to
watch Fanwood news, Ms. Kimmins
said, “I hated to see it go...but I don’t
think most people will miss it.”
She said she wasn’t “thrilled” with
the second Westfield station being
shown on different channels.
“Right now, [utilizing 35] is not an
option with Verizon…We will work
to have them be the same number if
we have the opportunity,” she said.
Comcast users in Westfield would
still see Scotch Plains’ TV-34.
She told the newspaper that about
85 percent of homes in Westfield use
Comcast or Verizon, which will show
the local-access channel. Satellite
providers will not carry the channel.
Ms. Kimmins noted that the town
would “have to [make changes]
slowly.” She said, “The consensus is
that we didn’t know if we have enough
programming [to support two channels]. To go to 35 might be confusing.”
The board discussed the possibility
of the high school having its own channel and the town operating its own.
However, “we felt that idea was going
away from what we’re trying to do,
[which is] trying to have the two work
together to complement each other.”
Saying the jump to a second channel was “premature” at present, she
said, “At the moment, there are no
plans to use the second channel. Eventually, I’d like to see it.”
When asked to specify about a timetable, she added, “Until we have all
the pieces, I don’t see us using it
before the first of the year.”
Speaking on FIOS offering TV-36
on its service, despite only the bulletin board’s functionality at present,
Ms. Kimmins said, “You’re seeing
something, which is progress.”
“It’s exciting,” she said. “We’re
still working on the glitches…I appreciate everyone’s patience.”
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD21, Westfield), who has asked the
state Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
and Governor Jon Corzine’s office to
intervene in the dispute between
Comcast and Verizon, told The
Westfield Leader, “I am not happy
until all towns have full access. I’m
not happy yet. The law was clear.
Statewide cable providers were to
provide access – period.”
Deeming the lack of local-access
channels “an emergency-management issue,” he added, “Each town
shouldn’t have to beg [to have its
access channels shown]. This small,
little movement is not sufficient.”
He told the newspaper, “It’s going
to be a long time until the Governor or
the BPU intercede.”
He said the Governor has not corresponded regarding this matter.
***
Local lawmakers converged on
Atlantic City this week for the New
Jersey League of Municipalities Convention. Scotch Plains representatives
again conferred with representatives
from Verizon during the visit.
Reached after returning to the township from south Jersey, Councilman
Kevin Glover said the issue of having
TV-34 on both major providers was
“clearly on our radar.”
Mr. Glover said he met a Verizon
representative from Union County at
the convention and told him “it’s one
of our priorities. We want to make
sure the bridge is in place. From my
understanding, the Verizon folks have
an obligation to provide that service.
So, they’re being pressed about when
this is going to happen.”
When asked for further comment,
he deferred to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins.
Mr. Atkins acknowledged that
Scotch Plains has received multiple
complaints from FIOS customers.
“They aren’t unhappy with Verizon,
but they want TV-34,” he said.
Mr. Atkins told the newspaper that
the township sent a letter to Verizon
and the Office of Cable Television at
the BPU.
“We made a request for a return
feed, so [Verizon] can hook up to it.
We made that request over three
months ago.”
Mr. Atkins said that Mayor Martin
Marks, himself, Mr. Glover and Councilman Jeff Strauss stopped at the
Verizon booth and asked when customers could expect TV-34 to be available on FIOS.
“We bombarded them in force,”
Mr. Atkins said.
Mr. Atkins said Verizon indicated

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader

A FAMILY EXTENSION…Judith and James Brucia with their architect, Laura
Berwind, center, want to add a children’s room in the attic of their home.

Holiday Schedule Announcement - Our newspapers for the New Year’s weeks
will be mailed on Thursday, December 27, 2007 and Thursday, January 3, 2008.
Our closing press days for these editions are Monday noon, December 24 and Monday noon December 31, 2007 respectively. Please submit articles and advertisements a minimum of two days prior to press days to assure making the deadlines.

that it would reach out to the township this week or after Thanksgiving.
“They said they intend to start
Scotch Plains very soon,” Mr. Atkins
said. “It’s the next thing on the list.
That’s where we are.”
In an e-mail, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks echoed the comments
of Mr. Atkins. In addition, he said,
“[Installing the return feed] should
be accomplished in the next few
weeks, and the [Verizon] representatives assured me that Scotch Plains
Verizon customers will be on air in
the early part of 2008 at the latest.”
Verizon spokesman Rich Young
told The Leader, “We just turned on
Westfield and expect to have between
10 and 12 towns fully operational by
the end of the year.”
He said he could offer “no specifics”
on the progress of local-access channels’ availability on FIOS in Fanwood,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains.
Mr. Young explained that FIOS is
still building its network in Fanwood.
He estimated that there would be
no further developments in terms of
other Union County towns until early
2008 at the earliest.
He told the newspaper that FIOS
has “only been in business under 11
months” and said the company is still
pursuing interconnectivity agreements, which he said are in the BPU’s
hands at this point.
In terms of working to have consistency with channels’ numbers, he said,
“We always want to work with the
communities. We have to look at the
channel lineup. Our engineers will certainly work with the town; if it’s possible, we’ll work to make it happen.”
William McMeekan of Scotch
Plains Television said in an e-mail to
the newspaper that he was “eager” to
have Scotch Plains Television carried
by both providers.
In addition, he hoped the switch
would lead to better quality audio.
“From everything I’ve heard,
Verizon offers an outstanding signal
to their viewers,” Mr. McMeekan said.
“This is especially important since
Scotch Plains Television continues to
suffer from poor audio on Comcast
digital cable, a problem that has existed for well over a year and has
remained uncorrected by Comcast.”

Kelsi Browning for The Westfield Leader

WATER WORKS…Members of the Rotary Interact Club of WHS, left to right,
Bessie Roca, Marissa Perch, Kristen Koepfler, Barbara D’Agosto, Kyle Cortley and
Nicole Venezia work a bake sale at College Night last Thursday to raise money for
Pure Water for the World, a charity that provides water for third-world nations.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, November 10, Henry Ausby,
42, of Orange was arrested at Central and
Terminal Avenues for allegedly driving
while intoxicated (DWI). He was released
to a responsible individual.
Sunday, November 11, Edwin Contreras,
22, of Parlin was arrested at South Avenue
and Downer Street for alleged DWI. He
was released to a responsible individual.
Tuesday, November 13, Millburn police transported Sonya Vinson, 36, of
Newark to Westfield police headquarters
on the strength of outstanding criminal
warrants from Westfield and Wayne, with
bail amounts of $226 and $150, respectively. She was unable to post bail and
was held pending a November 14 court
date.
Wednesday, November 14, Dominique
Cruz, 22, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an outstanding Old Bridge traffic warrant. Cruz
was released after posting $260 bail.
Thursday, November 15, Justin Wolf,
19, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. Wolf was released after posting $500 bail.
Thursday, November 15, Christian
Patterson, 19, of Westfield was arrested
on the 400 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding Beach Haven traffic warrant.
He was released after posting $164 bail.
Mountainside
Friday, November 16, Lisa Capriglione,
41, of Mountainside was arrested for credit
card fraud, theft of identity and theft by
deception after an investigation. According
to police, the arrest was made after several
complaints were filed and purchases were
traced to Capriglione. She was transported

RVSA Reverses Decision
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

voted for the motion to rescind the
process that would lead to privatization.
Commissioners in Woodbridge,
Rahway and Clark voted against the
motion; Springfield abstained.
The meeting closed with Clark
commissioner Frank Mazzarella responding to a statement Mountainside
commissioner Clark Landale made at
last month’s meeting.
Mr. Landale said a possible “conflict of interest” might exist with Mr.
Mazarella’s employment by the
Rahway Department of Public Works
and his representation of Clark on the
RVSA board.
Mr. Landale had noted that Mr.
Pelissier is under investigation for
possible abuses of the state’s retirement system and that Rahway’s water
system’s operation is contracted to
United Water, a likely bidder in the
event that RVSA pursues privatization.

In his response, Mr. Mazzarella
called the statement “character assassination.” He noted that his votes followed the long-standing position of
Clark Township. He closed by saying
Mr. Landale’s statement “shows him
to be ill-mannered, disrespectful and
surely unbecoming of a gentleman.”
The board introduced a motion to
approve purchasing RVSA employees 60 $30 gift certificates from Supermarkets General instead of the traditional gift of a turkey.
Mr. Pelissier questioned the propriety of giving gift certificates. Terry
Cubba, standing in as counsel for
Brian Hak, opined that giving gift
certificates was not legal.
When questioned further, she said
she believed that giving either a cash
gift or a turkey would be legal. The
board passed the measure with a few
abstentions pending a legal review.

to the Union County jail where she is being
held on $100,000 bail, police said.
Saturday, November 17, Julius Powell,
42, of Plainfield was arrested for driving
with a suspended license and on an outstanding warrant out of Essex County.
According to police, Powell was processed and held pending a deposition.
Springfield
Friday, November 16, S.W.A.T. personnel subdued a West Orange man who
had entered the Hunan Spring Chinese
restaurant with a knife following a standoff that lasted more than two hours, tying
up traffic on Morris Avenue and preventing employees of nearby businesses from
leaving their workplaces.
Joseph Quartaro, 41, was being transported by ambulance to the Summit Psychiatric Facility for commitment when he
threatened members of the crew with a pair
of scissors, forcing them to let him out on
Morris Avenue. He then made his way to
the Hunan Spring, which he entered at
about 3:30 p.m. bearing a knife and a stick,
according to one published report.
No customers were inside the restaurant
at the time. Restaurant personnel called 91-1 before fleeing the premises. Authorities ultimately used a flashed grenade to
stun the Quartaro, who was then taken into
custody. No injuries were reported.

Police Arrest E. Orange
Men in Gun Case
WESTFIELD – Police arrested two
East Orange men on weapon possession charges the evening of November 13 after one of them allegedly
pointed a gun at a woman at her
Stirling Place residence.
Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department said
Ramone Jenkins, 25, and Altariq
Mattox, 24, are believed to have driven
to the victim’s home in a Mercury
Sable driven by Jenkins.
Jenkins allegedly then went to the
victim’s house and pointed a firearm
at her, demanding she come outside,
before returning to the vehicle and
leaving the scene with Mattox.
Sergeant Rodger said police do not
know what prompted the suspect to
retreat from the victim’s home but said
the gun was not fired and the victim was
not injured. He said police believe the
victim and suspect know each another.
Police received a report at 7:24 p.m.
that there was a man with a handgun
on the street. Officers Joseph Martino,
Robert Bartkus, Marcin Kapka and
John Tango arrested the suspects after
stopping the pair in their vehicle on
the 600 block of Ripley Place.
Sergeant Rodger said police recovered a .32 caliber Smith and Wesson
revolver from the suspects’ car.
Jenkins was charged with possession of a weapon for unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a handgun and aggravated assault while
pointing a firearm. He was held on
$75,000 bail. Mattox was charged
with unlawful possession of a handgun and was held on $20,000 bail.

Ferguson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BOOKED…Wilson Elementary School third graders celebrated National Young
Readers Day last Tuesday. The school invited local ‘celebrities’ to read aloud a
favorite children’s story or book to the students. This year’s celebrities included
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky (above), Councilman David Haas, School Superintendent Margaret Dolan, D.A.R.E. Officer Gary
Moore, Wilson School Principal Joe Malanga and Vice Principal Robert Gardella.

Pelissier Files Complaint
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

appearance of a conflict in his duties
as a member of this authority,” Mr.
Landale said in his statement at the
RVSA meeting.
Mr. Pelissier said Mr. Landale’s
statement was “slanderous.”
The Rahway commissioner has been
ordered to repay $330,000 in pension
payments he received after state officials discovered he retired as administrator to a Montana ranch but was receiving almost the same income as a
consultant to the redevelopment agency,
a violation of state pension rules.
Mountainside Borough Attorney
John Post said he sees the complaint
as Mr. Pelissier seeking to get even
with Mr. Landale for his statement.
“[The complaint] is perceived as
retribution” on the part of Mr. Pelissier
for Mr. Landale’s “vigorous opposition to [privatization efforts] initiated
by Pelissier that are not consistent

with previous positions taken by the
authority,” Mr. Post said, referring to
last year’s mayors’ forum.
He added that Mr. Pelissier’s distribution of copies of the complaint to
the media “is further evidence of his
perceived retribution.”
The local finance board’s ethics panel
hears cases involving towns without
local ethics committees or multi-jurisdiction agencies such as the RVSA.
Mountainside has its own ethics panel.
When contacted by The Leader, the
board would not discuss the matter.
“We can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of an ethics complaint,”
said Chris Donnelly, a spokesman
with the state Department of Community Affairs under which the local
finance board falls.
RVSA commissioners make $600
annually; they attend 20 meetings a
year. The board chairman earns $2,000.

Our
Christmas
Edition
will be Thursday,
December 20

Meanwhile, Mrs. Stender, a candidate for the Congressional seat in the
2008 race, said, “I respect Congressman Ferguson’s decision not to seek
re-election and, as the mother of three
children, I understand the difficulty
of juggling the demands of public
service and family. But one of my
strongest motivations for running for
Congress is the well being of all families and the future of all children.”
Republican U.S. Senate candidate
Anne Estabrook said, “I admire [Mr.
Ferguson] for putting his family first
at this time in his life. Mike served
with great honor and distinction. He
is a fine public servant.”
AnthonyAttanasio of Westfield, who
has worked on a number of campaigns
and for the Union County Republican
Committee, said Mr. Ferguson’s decision “now improves the GOP’s chances
of retaining the seat.”
“[Ms. Stender’s] greatest strength
going into this year was that it was a
rematch against Mike, who barely
hung on last year after being defined
as a 100-percent [President] Bush
man. A fresh face who can define
themself in this GOP-leaning district
will now move this race out of her
reach,” Mr. Attanasio said.
Possible candidates for the open seat
include State Senator Leonard Lance
(LD-23, Hunterdon County) and State
Senator-Elect Kip Bateman (LD-23,
Somerset), as well as freeholders from
two of the four counties that make up
the 7th district.

Our
New Year’s
Edition
will be Thursday,
December 27

Happy Thanksgiving!
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SP ’08 Budget Discussions Begin
With New Cap Rules On Taxes
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Thomas Atkins met weeks
ago with department heads to begin
discussion on the 2008 municipal
budget. He said budget requests are

due by Monday, December 10; he
will spend the following eight weeks
putting together his spending proposals, which he will present to the township council in late January.
“Many challenges face the township next year,” he told the council

Happy Thanksgiving
To You and Yours

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society

GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to
share their joy in being together and to give thanks for their many blessings.
Happy Thanksgiving everyone from the staff of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. For the enjoyment of those 100 years from now, please e-mail your family
Thanksgiving photo to editor@goleader.com for our archives.

Rep. Ferguson Won’t Seek
4th Term in U.S. Congress
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) announced Monday that he will not
seek a fifth term in the House of
Representatives. Mr. Ferguson cited
family obligations for his decision.
“My wife, Maureen, and I have
four children, the oldest of [whom] is
9 years old. Since first being elected
in 2000, I have strived to balance my
responsibilities to my family and to
my constituents,” Mr. Ferguson said.
When reached for comment Monday, Mr. Ferguson told The Times
that, had he decided to run again, he
was “very confident we would have
been successful.”
Mr. Ferguson won the open seventh-district seat that Bob Franks vacated in 2000. He defeated Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, now a state senator
representing the 21st legislative district, in a four-candidate primary battle.
He then beat former Fanwood
Mayor Maryanne Connelly by some
6,000 tallies out of 230,000 total votes
cast in the 2000 General Election.
Mr. Ferguson defeated Democrats
Tom Carden in 2002 and Steve Brozak
in 2004 before beating Mrs. Stender
by 3,239 votes with more than 190,000
tallies cast in 2006.
He told The Times that he and his
wife had discussed the time constraints
of his job but only made the final
decision “in the last couple of days.”
“I don’t know what I am going to
do [after Congress],” he said, although
he said he hopes teaching, “will be at
least part of what I do.”
A Delbarton School, Notre Dame
(bachelor’s) and Georgetown (master’s)
graduate, Mr. Ferguson previously
taught at Mount St. Michael Academy
in the Bronx and at Brookdale Community College in Lincroft.
The congressman said his announcement would provide sufficient
time for candidates to mount campaigns for the open seat.
“I’m confident Republicans will

nominate a strong candidate who will
reflect the values of constituents in our
district,” Mr. Ferguson told The Times.
Mr. Kean, recently named senate
minority leader, said he would not
seek the open seat. “I would like to
thank the various party leaders, activists and supporters who have reached
out to me and urged me to run for
Congress. However, I will not be a
candidate for Congressman Ferguson’s
seat.”
State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield), minority whip –
the third-ranking Republican in GOP
Assembly leadership – said he too
had decided not to run for the Congressional seat.
“Finally, I am in a position to have
a voice [in Trenton],” Mr. Bramnick
said. Saying he enjoys being in
Westfield, he added, “I am not ready
to trade Westfield for Washington.”
At press time, former Rep. Bob
Franks said he wouldn’t seek a return
to the 7th-district House seat.
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
who ran for the state senate two years
ago, said, “Like many of us, this information has caught me a bit off guard.”
“I have already been in contact
with Republican Party officials [on
Monday] and will keep my options
open as it pertains to running for
office in 2008,” he said.
State GOP Chairman Tom Wilson
said in a statement posted on the GOP
website, “While Mike would have no
doubt been re-elected next year, his
retirement doesn’t change the outcome of the election, only the Republican who will sit in that seat going
forward.”
Union County Republican Phil
Morin said state legislators should
receive the first opportunity for the
open seat. “I think the reality is that
the party is best served having the
party leaders take the top positions,”
Mr. Morin said.
State Democratic Chairman and
Assemblyman Joe Cryan (LD-20)
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

File Photo: David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SWAN SONG...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) thanks supporters after winning his
fourth term in Congress in a hotly contested 2006 race against State Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood. At left, his wife Maureen looks on. Mr.
Ferguson announced on Monday that he will not seek another term in office.
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two weeks ago, singling out the state’s
cap law that pertains to the percentage by which local property taxes can
be increased. The cap law also applies to local tax levies, which are not
allowed to increase by more than
about 4 percent — certain areas are
exempt, or outside the cap.
Mr. Atkins told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that some of the exempt areas in this year’s $23.3-million municipal budget included payments to the two local sewerage authorities, pension contributions, library and municipal court expenditures and debt service.
The township’s payments to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) increased more than 15 percent this year and those fees will
continue to rise substantially in the
next few years. The township’s contributions to the two pension systems
both rise this year, with payments to
the public employees’ retirement system nearly doubling and those to the
police and firemen’s system rising
more than 50 percent. Additional increases in contributions to both retirement systems are in the offing for
2008.
Mr. Atkins said the expenditure
areas that are allowed to be outside
the cap vary from year to year and
that state officials are “still feeling
their way through” which areas will
be outside the cap in 2008. But at
last week’s League of Municipalities convention in Atlantic City, he
said he was informed that debt service and state pension increases are
two budget areas that will be exempt next year. In addition, officials in Trenton are still finalizing
the cap rules as they apply to property tax increases, and Mr. Atkins
warned the council earlier this
month that “that particular issue
will present some serious problems
to all municipalities in New Jersey.”

Scotch Plains Hosts
Christmas Celebration
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains will hold its annual holiday
celebration, sponsored by the Business and Professional Association,
on Sunday, December 2, from 2 to
5 p.m. at the Village Green on Park
Avenue.
Santa will arrive at 3 p.m. to greet
children and will be lifted in the fire
truck’s bucket along with Mayor
Martin Marks to count down to the
Christmas tree lighting at 5 p.m.
Santa will sit in the gazebo on the
Village Green for children’s visits.
Guests can take carriage rides escorted by Santa’s elves.
Other festive activities will include ice sculpture, face painting
and Rainbow the Clown.
Fanwood’s holiday celebration
will be held on December 2, from 3
to 5 p.m. at the borough train station’s
north side. The festivities will include a Christmas tree lighting.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS...Festive wreaths adorn lampposts in Fanwood around the train
station in anticipation of the holiday season that follows Thanksgiving.

Verizon FIOS Adds TV-36; WF
Residents Can Access Local Channel
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Verizon FIOS (fiber-optic service) has added
Westfield’s TV-36 to its host of channels, making Westfield the third municipality to offer its local-access
channel on both FIOS and Comcast
cable.
Westfield, which joins Somerville
and Cranford in offering the service,
is considering making use of a second channel, according to the chairman of the local communication advisory board.
However, one local legislator has
called the three towns’ “small movement” insufficient because citizens
in other Union County municipalities
– such as Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside – cannot see their
local channels on the FIOS network
yet.
At last Wednesday’s meeting of
Westfield’s communication advisory
board, chairman Neil Sullivan announced that TV-36 does appear on
FIOS; however, at the moment, only
the bulletin-board service is operational.
Saying the video capabilities “need
to be brought up to speed,” he estimated that it would take a few days to
“vet” the issues.
Under state law and Westfield’s
agreement with Comcast, there is a
provision that allows Westfield to receive two channels for local programming. Until recently, the town has
preferred to remain on one.
However, currently, “as part of our
discussion with Verizon, we are discussing two channels,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “We’ve always had the option
on Comcast. Now, we’re deciding
how best to serve the community
with an incremental channel.”

RVSA Board Reverses
Privatization Resolution
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board
voted Monday evening to rescind a
resolution approving a request for proposal (RFP) for professional services
related to examining privatization.
Near the end of the meeting, Clark’s
representative
accused
his
Mountainside counterpart of “character assassination” after insinuations
were made about a conflict of interest.
In terms of the RFP issue, the board
voted 6-4 on Monday to rescind last
month’s 6-5 vote in favor of privatization
after Scotch Plains Commissioner Joan
Papen introduced the motion.
Rahway Commissioner Peter
Pelissier argued against the motion,
saying that communities with high
residential components of their tax
bases would have difficulty complying with the state’s mandated 4-percent tax-increase cap. He noted that
Rahway is considering forming a sewer
utility with other municipalities.
In a letter to the editor in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Allen Chin,
Westfield’s RVSA representative, described the earlier resolution pushing
for privatization as “premature” and
said any action now would only hazard
a guess as to the personnel required at
the yet-to-be-upgraded facility.
Mr. Chin said acting now equated

to “wasting money on engineers, lawyers and professionals” and estimated
the cost to privatize in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars.
When Garwood commissioner
Charles Lombardo, who had voted in
favor of examining privatization,
questioned Mr. Chin as to when the
board should examine privatization,
Mr. Chin replied that discussion could
begin when the plant has operated in
a “steady state for one year.”
Mr. Pelissier pressed the other commissioners to acknowledge a willingness to review privatization once their
requirements were met.
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Roselle
Park, Mountainside, Garwood and
Cranford commissioners voted to rescind the process that would lead to
privatization. Woodbridge, Rahway
and Clark commissioners voted against
the motion; Springfield abstained.
The meeting closed with Clark
commissioner Frank Mazzarella responding to a statement Mountainside
commissioner Clark Landale made at
last month’s meeting.
Mr. Landale said a possible “conflict of interest” might exist with Mr.
Mazarella’s employment by the
Rahway Department of Public Works
and his representation of Clark on the
RVSA board.
Mr. Landale had noted that Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Saying the service would be comparable to how ESPN and ESPN 2
function, he said the town is deciding,
“how do we program each and provide the greatest value?”
He said it “makes sense” to concurrently pursue a second channel on
Comcast’s network, “so it’s systemneutral.”
Mr. Sullivan said the town has begun the process of changing the video
servers to accommodate multiple
channels.
“We would use the alternative channel to show ‘long-form’ broadcasting, [including] shows of indiscriminate lengths, such as a council or
BOE [meetings], which would be difficult to program in a regular slot. We
can show repeats or older programming that has an interest on the alternative channel.”
Mr. Sullivan also mentioned placing classic sports events on the ancillary channel. Regardless of what results, “We don’t see the ‘B channel’
as becoming CSPAN.”
With recent upgrades to the station’s
“plumbing,” such as changing from
video devices to a server, improving

the editing equipment and adding to
the channel’s supply of equipment,
TV-36 is “ready to take a step forward
in the next 12 to 18 months. The next
stage is programming. We have the
technological issues down.”
Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, the council liaison to the
board, discussed the option of a second channel.
She said Comcast users in Westfield
would see the second channel on channel 35, which, up until now, shows
local Fanwood news. However, channel 35 is not available on Verizon’s
lineup, which would force the second
station to occupy 37, 38 or 39 on
FIOS.
Viewers in Fanwood would still
see Fanwood news on TV-35 when
tuning to the station.
George Weiss, director of TV-35 in
Fanwood, said the borough would
“not be impacted” if and when
changes occur. “We don’t have
Nielsen ratings. There will be less
viewership, but we’re not dependant
on selling commercial time. We’ll
still go on and exist.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

RVSA’s Pelissier Files Ethics
Complaint Against Landale
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Two weeks after Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Mountainside commissioner
Clark Landale attacked Rahway commissioner Peter Pelissier for his efforts
to push through privatization of the
RVSA, Mr. Pelissier has charged that
Mr. Landale violated the state’s localgovernment-ethics law by failing to
disclose all sources of income in excess
of $2,000 from 2004-2006.
Dated November 8, the complaint
charges that Mr. Landale, an RVSA
commissioner since 2004, failed to disclose that he works for Automatic Data
Processing (ADP) as a sales executive
on financial disclosure forms filed with
the State Local Finance Board.
“What makes this violation even
more serious is the fact that ADP has
a non-fair practice of providing payroll services to RVSA. Mr. Landale
has voted to approve the bill on a
monthly basis inclusive of the fees to
ADP,” Mr. Pelissier said in his complaint, a copy of which was mailed to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

He charged that a Google search led
him to find that Mr. Landale also is the
northeast regional sales manager with
San Francisco-based Taleo Corp. Mr.
Pelissier said the borough’s RVSA
disclosure form appears to show Mr.
Landale to be self-employed.
“It appears to be clear that in fact
the Mountainside commissioner...has
willfully misstated the material fact
of his employment,” Mr. Pelissier
charged, adding the borough commissioner did not list family members “as required and indicated on the
[disclosure] form.”
Mr. Pelissier has asked the local
finance board to review Mr. Landale’s
New Jersey state and federal tax returns to verify income.
“Without knowledge of his sources
of income, formal action [votes] by
the commissioner…could be construed to be tainted,” the Rahway
commissioner charged.
At the October 18 RVSA meeting,
Mr. Landale accused Mr. Pelissier of
spearheading a “renewed effort to
steamroll privatization [of RVSA]
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FIELD DAY...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education unanimously
approved a bid for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School turf-field project at
its monthly agenda meeting last Thursday. Board Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said the project would not interfere with field activity and the job
will be completed by the fall of 2008. See story on page 8.
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SPF BOE Awards $1.98-Mil.
Contract for HS Turf Field
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education unanimously approved one of eight bids
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School turf-field project at its monthly
agenda meeting last Thursday.
The board awarded the bid to Dakota Excavating Contractor of
Bergenfield for $1.98 million, $20,000
shy of the $2-million referendum ceiling. Board Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi informed the board
that once it approved a bid, the contracts could be finalized and work
could begin in the spring.
Mr. Del Sordi said the project would
not interfere with field activity and
the job will be completed by the fall
of 2008. He reported that all of the
bids, including ones for different types
of turf, came within $20,000 of each
other. The turf the board chose,
Duraspine monofilament, was one of
six alternative turfs put out to bid.
Because of the bids that came in on
November 13, the vote was added to
last Thursday’s meeting agenda.
Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes gave a presentation highlighting key elements of the 20062007 district goals. During a
powerpoint presentation, Ms. Hayes
reviewed three broad categories of
focus of the district’s goals: an increase in the capacity for continual
improvement in student achievement,
evaluation and improvement of facilities to provide for a maximum
learning environment and student
safety and expansion of technology
to enhance student learning and parent-teacher communication.
Board member Donald Parisi said
this year’s goals were more outcome
oriented and easier to measure, while
last year’s goals were more process
oriented and harder to measure.
District goals Ms. Hayes highlighted were implementing strategies
to move more students into advancedproficiency categories and improved
efficiency of the electronic input system tracking student data. Upgrades
made to the buildings, including updating the technology infrastructure
were also among the district’s achievements, the superintendent said.
Ms. Hayes also presented the preliminary goals for the 2007-2008
school year, which she said the BOE
would vote on at its next meeting.
She told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times she was pleased with the
progress made on the district’s goals.
She said the federal government’s No
Child Left Behind benchmarks would
be raised this year, making these goals
more significant. A complete outline
of the district goals can be found on the
district’s website at spfk12.org.
In other business, the board voted
to approve a variety of programs,
including the 2008-2009 mentoring
plan, the SPFHS Studies Revisions
program and the Reading Recovery
Training program, which certifies
teachers through a contract with the
Bridgewater-Raritan Board of Education, for a cost of $5,250.
The board adopted a resolution pro-

claiming the week of November 1117 as the 2007 American Education
Week, recognizing the value of excellent public schools. This year’s
theme is “Great Public Schools: A
basic right and our responsibility.”
Board member Linda Nelson was
one of the speakers at an event the
Garden State Coalition of Schools
sponsored. She told the board the focus of the event was the new schoolfunding formula, which she said would
soon be released from either the
Governor’s office or the New Jersey
State Legislature, outlining the amount
of state aid each district will receive.
The expectation, she said, was that
the new formula would be wealth-based,
eliminating a large amount of the funding that wealthy districts, such as Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, receive. The district
can expect to lose approximately $3
million in state aid should the new
wealth-based funding formula replace
the current needs-based or categorical
aid system, Ms. Nelson said.
Ms. Nelson told the board she
wanted to wait for the numbers to be
released before drafting a letter to
Governor Jon Corzine regarding the
district’s needs. Board President Trip
Whitehouse said he sent a letter to the
Governor regarding the new formula
and received word back that the Governor was not fielding questions on
this issue at the present time.
Mr. Whitehouse said he attended a
workshop on school funding at the
New Jersey School Boards Convention
in Atlantic City held earlier this month.
“It is perceived that we have the
ability to absorb a $3-million loss,”
he said. A full report on the funding of
special education in public schools is
available on the School Board
Association’s website, njsba.org.
The BOE will hold its next meeting on
November 29 at 7:30 p.m. in the Evergreen School administration offices.

RVSA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pelissier is under investigation for
possible abuses of the state’s retirement system and that Rahway’s water
system’s operation is contracted to
United Water, a likely bidder in the
event that RVSA pursues privatization.
In his response, Mr. Mazzarella
called the statement “character assassination.” He noted that his votes followed the long-standing position of
Clark Township. He closed by saying
Mr. Landale’s statement “shows him
to be ill-mannered, disrespectful and
surely unbecoming of a gentleman.”
The board introduced a motion to
approve purchasing RVSA employees 60 $30 gift certificates from Supermarkets General instead of the traditional gift of a turkey.
Mr. Pelissier questioned the propriety of giving gift certificates. Terry
Cubba, standing in as counsel for
Brian Hak, opined that giving gift
certificates was not legal.
When questioned further, she said
she believed that giving either a cash
gift or a turkey would be legal. The
board passed the measure with a few
abstentions pending a legal review.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

EARLY SNOW FALL…The area was hit by the first snowfall of the season on
Monday as the area received a dusting of the white stuff.

Pelissier Files Complaint
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

through” after mayors said at last
December’s mayors’ forum for the 11
member towns of the RVSA that they
opposed looking into privatization at
the time.
Mr. Landale said at the meeting
that Mr. Pelissier is “under investigation for collecting a state pension
while serving as a consultant for
Rahway doing the same work that he
was before his retirement.”
“I am very concerned that his
position,…serving once again as
[Rahway’s] business administrator
and as the director of its redevelopment agency, creates a conflict or the
appearance of a conflict in his duties
as a member of this authority,” Mr.
Landale said in his statement at the
RVSA meeting.
Mr. Pelissier said Mr. Landale’s
statement was “slanderous.”
The Rahway commissioner has been
ordered to repay $330,000 in pension
payments he received after state officials discovered he retired as administrator to a Montana ranch but was receiving almost the same income as a
consultant to the redevelopment agency,
a violation of state pension rules.
Mountainside Borough Attorney

John Post said he sees the complaint
as Mr. Pelissier seeking to get even
with Mr. Landale for his statement.
“[The complaint] is perceived as
retribution” on the part of Mr. Pelissier
for Mr. Landale’s “vigorous opposition to [privatization efforts] initiated
by Pelissier that are not consistent
with previous positions taken by the
authority,” Mr. Post said, referring to
last year’s mayors’ forum.
He added that Mr. Pelissier’s distribution of copies of the complaint to
the media “is further evidence of his
perceived retribution.”
The local finance board’s ethics panel
hears cases involving towns without
local ethics committees or multi-jurisdiction agencies such as the RVSA.
Mountainside has its own ethics panel.
When contacted by The Times, the
board would not discuss the matter.
“We can neither confirm nor deny
the existence of an ethics complaint,”
said Chris Donnelly, a spokesman
with the state Department of Community Affairs under which the local
finance board falls.
RVSA commissioners make $600
annually; they attend 20 meetings a
year. The board chairman earns $2,000.
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FW Planning Bd. Reviews
Redevelopment Parking Plans
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MORE PARKING…Engineer Joseph Staigar tells the Fanwood planning board
Monday night that there is a surplus of parking spaces available for the borough’s
downtown-redevelopment projects.

Verizon FIOS Picks Up TV-36
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

When asked if the borough has
made progress in terms of its discussions with Verizon, he said, “We’re
supposed to be on Verizon, but we
have not heard back from them.”
Speaking on the possibility of
Westfielders losing the option to
watch Fanwood news, Ms. Kimmins
said, “I hated to see it go...but I don’t
think most people will miss it.”
She said she wasn’t “thrilled” with
the second Westfield station being
shown on different channels.
“Right now, [utilizing 35] is not an
option with Verizon…We will work
to have them be the same number if
we have the opportunity,” she said.
Comcast users in Westfield would
still see Scotch Plains’ TV-34.
She told the newspaper that about
85 percent of homes in Westfield use
Comcast or Verizon, which will show
the local-access channel. Satellite
providers will not carry the channel.
Ms. Kimmins noted that the town
would “have to [make changes]
slowly.” She said, “The consensus is
that we didn’t know if we have enough
programming [to support two channels]. To go to 35 might be confusing.”
The board discussed the possibility of the high school having its own
channel and the town operating its
own. However, “we felt that idea was
going away from what we’re trying to
do, [which is] trying to have the two
work together to complement each
other.”
Saying the jump to a second channel was “premature” at present, she
said, “At the moment, there are no
plans to use the second channel. Eventually, I’d like to see it.”
When asked to specify about a timetable, she added, “Until we have all
the pieces, I don’t see us using it
before the first of the year.”
Speaking on FIOS offering TV-36
on its service, despite only the bulletin board’s functionality at present,
Ms. Kimmins said, “You’re seeing
something, which is progress.”
“It’s exciting,” she said. “We’re
still working on the glitches…I appreciate everyone’s patience.”
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD21, Westfield), who has asked the
state Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
and Governor Jon Corzine’s office to
intervene in the dispute between
Comcast and Verizon, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “I am not
happy until all towns have full access.
I’m not happy yet. The law was clear.
Statewide cable providers were to
provide access – period.”
Deeming the lack of local-access
channels “an emergency-management issue,” he added, “Each town
shouldn’t have to beg [to have its
access channels shown]. This small,
little movement is not sufficient.”
He told the newspaper, “It’s going
to be a long time until the Governor or
the BPU intercede.”
He said the Governor has not corresponded regarding this matter.
***
Local lawmakers converged on
Atlantic City this week for the New
Jersey League of Municipalities Convention. Scotch Plains representatives
again conferred with representatives
from Verizon during the visit.
Reached after returning to the township from south Jersey, Councilman
Kevin Glover said the issue of having
TV-34 on both major providers was
“clearly on our radar.”
Mr. Glover said he met a Verizon
representative from Union County at
the convention and told him “it’s one
of our priorities. We want to make
sure the bridge is in place. From my
understanding, the Verizon folks have
an obligation to provide that service.
So, they’re being pressed about when
this is going to happen.”
When asked for further comment,
he deferred to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins.
Mr. Atkins acknowledged that
Scotch Plains has received multiple
complaints from FIOS customers.
“They aren’t unhappy with Verizon,
but they want TV-34,” he said.
Mr. Atkins told the newspaper that
the township sent a letter to Verizon
and the Office of Cable Television at
the BPU.
“We made a request for a return
feed, so [Verizon] can hook up to it.

Holiday Schedule Announcement - Our newspapers for the New Year’s weeks
will be mailed on Thursday, December 27, 2007 and Thursday, January 3, 2008.
Our closing press days for these editions are Monday noon, December 24 and Monday noon December 31, 2007 respectively. Please submit articles and advertisements a minimum of two days prior to press days to assure making the deadlines.

We made that request over three
months ago.”
Mr. Atkins said that Mayor Martin
Marks, himself, Mr. Glover and Councilman Jeff Strauss stopped at the
Verizon booth and asked when customers could expect TV-34 to be available on FIOS.
“We bombarded them in force,”
Mr. Atkins said.
Mr. Atkins said Verizon indicated
that it would reach out to the township this week or after Thanksgiving.
“They said they intend to start
Scotch Plains very soon,” Mr. Atkins
said. “It’s the next thing on the list.
That’s where we are.”
In an e-mail, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks echoed the comments
of Mr. Atkins. In addition, he said,
“[Installing the return feed] should
be accomplished in the next few
weeks, and the [Verizon] representatives assured me that Scotch Plains
Verizon customers will be on air in
the early part of 2008 at the latest.”
Verizon spokesman Rich Young
told The Times, “We just turned on
Westfield and expect to have between
10 and 12 towns fully operational by
the end of the year.”
He said he could offer “no specifics” on the progress of local-access
channels’ availability on FIOS in
Fanwood, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains.
Mr. Young explained that FIOS is
still building its network in Fanwood.
He estimated that there would be
no further developments in terms of
other Union County towns until early
2008 at the earliest.
He told the newspaper that FIOS
has “only been in business under 11
months” and said the company is still
pursuing interconnectivity agreements, which he said are in the BPU’s
hands at this point.
In terms of working to have consistency with channels’ numbers, he said,
“We always want to work with the
communities. We have to look at the
channel lineup. Our engineers will
certainly work with the town; if it’s
possible, we’ll work to make it happen.”
William McMeekan of Scotch
Plains Television said in an e-mail to
the newspaper that he was “eager” to
have Scotch Plains Television carried
by both providers.
In addition, he hoped the switch
would lead to better quality audio.
“From everything I’ve heard,
Verizon offers an outstanding signal
to their viewers,” Mr. McMeekan said.
“This is especially important since
Scotch Plains Television continues to
suffer from poor audio on Comcast
digital cable, a problem that has existed for well over a year and has
remained uncorrected by Comcast.”

Radio Provides Addl.
Communication
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – While Westfield
citizens can tune to TV-36 for emergency information, they can also
tune to radio station AM 1690.
Westfield uses an ALERT AM
Emergency Advisory Radio System, purchased through Information Station Specialists (ISS) out of
Michigan.
ISS sales manager Bill Baker told
The Times that Westfield has used
the product, housed in police headquarters, since 2005.
He said in the case of an emergency, such as a hurricane or terrorist attack, the system can provide
evacuation and shelter information.
He said ALERT AM’s more
“common” uses occur at “high-profile locations,” such as airports (including Kennedy and Westchester),
national parks, highway departments and communities.
Scotch Plains has no such service.
Clark residents can tune to 1700
kHz. Cranford citizens have 680 kHz.
In addition, Jim Gildea, Westfield
town administrator, said the town is
“making a big push” to employ an
emergency-text-message system.
He estimated that the town would
finalize an agreement “sometime
in the new year.”
He said, “We’re looking at all forms
of media” to keep the public informed.

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board this week saw the first
detailed parking plan for the Fanwood
downtown redevelopment project, a
venture that began more than seven
years ago.
During the board’s agenda meeting
Monday night, engineer Joseph
Staigar, a professional planner the
borough hired, and attorney Dan
McCarthy presented a parking plan
accounting for a total of 287 parking
spaces, including 59 commuter spaces,
20 residential spaces and 16 on-street
parking spots along Martine and La
Grande Avenues. The borough’s ordinance requires 216 spaces.
Mayor Colleen Mahr said the showing of surplus parking answered the
questions the board had.
Mr. Staigar said since there is a surplus, there is “more opportunity to beautify this area with landscaping.” He said
utilizing five to eight parking spots
could be modified to add plantings.
Also, about eight spaces would be
taken for use of waste and recycling
kiosks around the redevelopment zone.
The parking design also includes
71 rental or owned living units and
55,000-square feet of retail space.
The drawing showed areas designated
for the Marcovecchio site on South
Avenue, which will have retail at
ground level with 10 rental or owned
living spaces above. The Station
Mews site at 234 South Avenue will
have retail on the ground level and
eight rental or owned units above.

Plans for Fanwood Village Investors, 254 and 256 South Avenue, still
awaiting board approval, propose retail on street level, with two floors
above consisting of 16 condos or
apartments, and Station Square at
Fanwood with 24 town homes.
Mr. Staigar and Mr. McCarthy said
there were some other potential investors for rental or owned units. They
also said Joe Penzio may want to
develop his site at 35 Second Street,
which backs onto rear of the
Livingston-Wilbor property, according to the borough’s website.
According to a summary of propertyowner and merchant surveys on downtown redevelopment on Fanwood’s
website, Mr. Ponzio has had some concerns with residential density being too
high and thought a three-story building
would be too tall. The website stated “he
tried to develop his property with Pinnacle Communities and wanted to buy
the Dean Oil site.”
“It won’t negatively affect the parking if Ponzio’s property stays the
same,” Mr. Staigar said.
Fanwood Village Investors will go
before the planning board during its
regular meeting next Wednesday. If
the board approves the plan, the existing building will be demolished
and replaced with a three-story mixeduse building. Mayor Mahr said she
hopes to have things in place for the
downtown redevelopment zone in
about a year.
The board also approved a resolution
for the major subdivision Woodcliff,
Inc., sought for 7 Beverly Avenue.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains
Thursday, November 15, an employee
at a Park Avenue restaurant reported that
a coworker yelled at him while they were
both at work.
Thursday, November 15, Daniel
Schmatz, 20, of Cranford and Steven
Jaques, 19, of Union were arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana after
being stopped for a motor-vehicle violation. Both men were transported to police
headquarters where they were processed
and released, police said.
Friday, November 16, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone broke
a window on her motor-vehicle and stole
several items from inside the vehicle.
Friday, November 16, Anthony Henry,
41, of Edison was arrested on an outstanding warrant after a motor-vehicle stop. According to police, he was transported to the
Union County jail after failing to post bail.
Friday, November 16, Beatrice Beauvoir,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Police said she was transported to police
headquarters, posted bail and was released.
Sunday, November 18, Marcus
VanHalen, 35, and Michele Coppola, 25,
both of Berkeley Heights, were arrested
for possession of cocaine after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, both
were transported to the Union County jail
after failure to post bail.
Sunday, November 18, Joel Baron, 18,
and Jeremy Antoine, 18, both of Scotch
Plains, were arrested for illegal possession of weapons. Police said they stopped
the men for a motor-vehicle violation, at
which time they found the weapons. Both
men were transported to police headquarters, where they were processed and released after posting bail.
Westfield
Saturday, November 10, Henry Ausby,
42, of Orange was arrested at Central and
Terminal Avenues for allegedly driving
while intoxicated. He was released to a

Ferguson
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said he wanted to “strongly reaffirm
the confidence Democrats have in
Linda Stender and her ability to defeat any Republican who replaces
Mr. Ferguson on the ballot.”
Meanwhile, Mrs. Stender, a candidate for the Congressional seat in the
2008 race, said, “I respect Congressman Ferguson’s decision not to seek
re-election and, as the mother of three
children, I understand the difficulty
of juggling the demands of public
service and family. But one of my
strongest motivations for running for
Congress is the well being of all families and the future of all children.”
Republican U.S. Senate candidate
Anne Estabrook said, “I admire [Mr.
Ferguson] for putting his family first
at this time in his life. Mike served
with great honor and distinction. He
is a fine public servant.”
Anthony Attanasio of Westfield,
who has worked on a number of campaigns and for the Union County
Republican Committee, said Mr.
Ferguson’s decision “now improves
the GOP’s chances of retaining the
seat.”
“[Ms. Stender’s] greatest strength
going into this year was that it was a
rematch against Mike, who barely
hung on last year after being defined
as a 100-percent [President] Bush
man. A fresh face who can define
themself in this GOP-leaning district
will now move this race out of her
reach,” Mr. Attanasio said.
Possible candidates for the open
seat include State Senator Leonard
Lance (LD-23, Hunterdon County)
and State Senator-Elect Kip Bateman
(LD-23, Somerset), as well as freeholders from two of the four counties
that make up the 7th district.

Our
Christmas
Edition
will be Thursday,
December 20

responsible individual.
Sunday, November 11, Edwin
Contreras, 22, of Parlin was arrested at
South Avenue and Downer Street for
alleged DWI. He was released to a responsible individual.
Tuesday, November 13, Millburn police transported Sonya Vinson, 36, of Newark to Westfield police headquarters on the
strength of outstanding criminal warrants
from Westfield and Wayne, with bail
amounts of $226 and $150, respectively.
She was unable to post bail and was held
pending a November 14 court date.
Mountainside
Friday, November 16, Lisa Capriglione,
41, of Mountainside was arrested for creditcard fraud, theft of identity and theft by
deception after an investigation. Police
made the arrest after several complaints
were filed and purchases were traced to
Capriglione. She was transported to the
Union County jail, where she is being held
on $100,000 bail, police said.
Saturday, November 17, Julius Powell,
42, of Plainfield was arrested for driving
with a suspended license and on an outstanding warrant out of Essex County.
Police said Powell was processed and
held pending a deposition.
Springfield
Friday, November 16, S.W.A.T. personnel subdued a West Orange man who
had entered the Hunan Spring Chinese
restaurant with a knife following a standoff that lasted more than two hours, tying
up traffic on Morris Avenue and preventing employees of nearby businesses from
leaving their workplace.
Joseph Quartaro, 41, was being transported by ambulance to the Summit Psychiatric Facility for commitment when he
threatened members of the crew with a pair
of scissors, forcing them to let him out on
Morris Avenue. He then made his way to
the Hunan Spring, which he entered at
about 3:30 p.m. bearing a knife and a stick,
according to one published report.
No customers were inside the restaurant
at the time. Restaurant personnel called 91-1 before fleeing the premises. Authorities ultimately used a flashed grenade to
stun the Quartaro, who was then taken into
custody. No injuries were reported.

Police Arrest E. Orange
Men in Gun Case
WESTFIELD – Police arrested two
East Orange men on weapon possession charges the evening of November 13 after one of them allegedly
pointed a gun at a woman at her
Stirling Place residence.
Sergeant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department said
Ramone Jenkins, 25, and Altariq
Mattox, 24, are believed to have driven
to the victim’s home in a Mercury
Sable driven by Jenkins.
Jenkins allegedly then went to the
victim’s house and pointed a firearm
at her, demanding she come outside,
before returning to the vehicle and
leaving the scene with Mattox.
Sergeant Rodger said police do not
know what prompted the suspect to
retreat from the victim’s home but said
the gun was not fired and the victim was
not injured. He said police believe the
victim and suspect know each another.
Police received a report at 7:24 p.m.
that there was a man with a handgun
on the street. Officers Joseph Martino,
Robert Bartkus, Marcin Kapka and
John Tango arrested the suspects after
stopping the pair in their vehicle on
the 600 block of Ripley Place.
Sergeant Rodger said police recovered a .32 caliber Smith and Wesson
revolver from the suspects’ car.
Jenkins was charged with possession of a weapon for unlawful purpose, unlawful possession of a handgun and aggravated assault while
pointing a firearm. He was held on
$75,000 bail. Mattox was charged
with unlawful possession of a handgun and was held on $20,000 bail.
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John Birch Society Makes
Appearance at Street Fair

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Governor Corzine to Release
Monetization Plan Early in ‘08
Governor Jon Corzine said last
Thursday at the League of Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City
that his “asset-monetization” plan
would restructure the state’s $32-billion debt by cutting it in half. He said
the state would not sell its toll roads,
and “there will be no lease to any
private bidder or foreign owner.” He
said the state plans to hold “town-hallstyle” meetings in all 21 counties in
the state to promote his plan, the details of which “will not be put forward
until the beginning of next year.”
GOP Chairman Calls
Monetization a ‘Fraud’
State GOP Chairman Tom Wilson
responded to the Governor’s assetmonetization plan: “As predicted, the
Governor is preparing the single-largest debt issuance in state history and
the mother of all toll hikes to pay for
it. Calling this scheme ‘debt reduction is a fraud’…The total amount
owed to pay off our debt will be
larger, not smaller” and will be footed
by taxpayers in “higher tolls for generations,” he said.
“Voters want Trenton to get their
foot off their throat and their hands
out of their pocket(s). They want the
Governor to cut taxes, cut spending,
stop borrowing and help them get
their fiscal house in order.” He also
said Mr. Corzine should veto the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey’s proposed $2 toll hike to $8
on Hudson River bridges and tunnels.
State DOE to Release New
Aid Formula in a ‘Few Weeks’
The New Jersey Department of
Education plans to release its schoolfunding-formula plan “within the next
few weeks,” Governor Jon Corzine
said last Thursday at the League of
Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City. He said, “The essence of the
plan is to allocate dollars by children
and their needs, not by geography or
zip codes.”
Bon Jovi’s Agent Denies Rumor
Of Rocker’s Run for Governor
A publicist for rock star Jon Bon
Jovi has denied that the performer is
eying political office. New York Post
columnist Richard Johnson said in
his opinion column last week that
Bon Jovi has kept his Red Bank home,
even though he resides in Manhattan,
and has performed at fundraisers for
national Democratic candidates with
the possibility of running for Governor. His publicist, Ken Sunshine, previously served as chief of staff for

former New York Mayor David
Dinkins.
NY Governor Pulls Plan
For Illegal Immigrant Licenses
New York Governor Eliot Spitzer
has pulled his plan to allow illegal
immigrants to obtain drivers’ licenses,
The New York Post reported last
Wednesday. But he said, “States,
towns and villages still have to deal
with the practical reality of that failure. In New York, that means onemillion documented workers.”
AARP Lobbies for Paid Family
Leave at N. Jersey Statehouse
The AARP held a press conference
Monday at the New Jersey Statehouse to endorse legislation for paid
family leave. AARP, the New Jersey
AFL-CIO, New Jersey Citizen Action and National Family Caregivers
representatives attended the event.
“Paid family leave is a self-funded
plan that would allow workers to take
leave to care for family members, with
modest compensation. The legislation
is currently stalled in the Statehouse,”
according to an AARP press release.
Jury Indicts Ex-Camden Teachers
Union Head for Stealing Funds
A state grand jury in Mercer County
has indicted former Camden Education Association (CEA) President
Claraliene Gordon for allegedly stealing $15,000 in funds from the teachers union by using a union-funded
credit/debit card to finance her gambling habit. She faces a maximum
five-year prison term and a $15,000
fine if convicted by a state superior
court in Camden County.

goleader.com/classifieds

TOWN CRIER…Assistant Scoutmaster of Westfield Troop 77 Tom Sherry, left,
receives the Boy Scout Award of Merit from Dean Roth at the annual dinner on
November 15. Mr. Sherry has been a scout leader for 10 years and a volunteer at
the Miller Cory House. He is now the Westfield town crier.

Young Republicans Hail
Sytko, Celebrate Election
MORRISTOWN – The New Jersey Young Republican Federation
(NJYRF) saw three members win
office for the first time and a former
state chairman garner a seat in the
State Assembly.
Former State Chairman Declan
O’Scanlon was elected to the Assembly representing Monmouth and
Mercer Counties. Jay Webber was
elected to the Assembly representing Morris and Passaic Counties.
Matthew Moench and Anthony
Sytko won council seats in
Bridgewater and Garwood, respectively.
“This is an exciting time for Young
Republicans in New Jersey,” NJYRF
Vice-Chairman Kevin Leary, Jr. said.
“The vast majority of our members
are involved in politics in some way,
and we are very proud of all of our
members who choose to run for elective office. They can bring the perspective of a younger generation to
elective office and work hard to
change the way business is done in
New Jersey.”
Assemblyman-Elect O’Scanlon,
the current Council President in
Little Silver, served as the NJYRF
chairman following active involvement at other levels in the Young
Republicans.
Assemblyman-Elect Webber, an
attorney from Morris Plains, is a
member of the Morris County Young
Republicans. Amanda Woloshen,

National Committeewoman, and
Kevin Leary, Jr., vice-chairman for
the NJYRF managed AssemblymanElect Webber’s primary campaign.
Councilman-Elect Moench was
elected to his first term as a councilman in Bridgewater. A veteran of
service on several township and
county boards, Councilman-Elect
Moench is currently the chairman of
the Somerset County Young Republicans and the Northwest Regional vice
chairman for the NJYRF.
Councilman-Elect Sytko, a law
student, will be starting his first
term as a councilman in Garwood,
following prior service on the
Garwood Board of Education. He is
the chairman of the Union County
Young Republicans and Northeast
regional vice chairman for the
NJYRF.
“We are excited by what these four
dedicated members of our organization will do in office,” Chairman
Steven Moersdorf said.
“We look forward to their tenures
and know that they will improve the
quality of life for people in our state
and serve as role models to other
members of our organization who
seek elective office in the future,”
he said.
“The New Jersey Young Republicans are growing stronger all across
our state, and this year’s elections
are strong examples of that growth,”
he added.

THANKSGIVING. MADE EASY.

(AT LEAST THE WINE PART)

WESTFIELD – Earlier this fall,
the Reverend Ed Carll, senior minister at First United Methodist Church,
left a meeting of the Martin Luther
King Association and headed straight
to Westfield’s Festifall street fair.
“Imagine my surprise when I saw a
booth manned by the John Birch Society (JBS),” he said. “I didn’t know
they were around anymore.”
The JBS is a conservative organization founded in 1958 to fight what
it considered to be the growing threat
against the U.S. Constitution and the
infiltration of Communists in the U.S.
government.
According to its website, the society
“endorses the timeless principles of the
Declaration of Independence” and “labors to warn against and expose the
forces that seek to abolish U.S. independence, build a world government or
otherwise undermine our personal liberties and national independence.”
“A lot of people are smearing us and
hurting a lot of people who love their
country,” said Kip Webster, field coordinator for the society in New Jersey.
“We are not anti-Semitic or racist in
any way, and there is no place for those
type of people in our organization.”
According to Donnell Carr, vice
president of the Martin Luther King
Association in Westfield, the JBS
strongly opposed the Civil-Rights
Movement in the 1960s. “During that
time, you often identified them with
the Confederacy,” he said, saying that
signs advertising the JBS often included the Confederate flag.
“We were glad to see the end of

state-sponsored discrimination and
Jim Crowe laws,” Mr. Webster responded. “Affirmative action, on the
other hand, has created reverse-discrimination.”
Mr. Carr said he is “a little surprised”
to still see the John Birch Society but
said, “I knew they were still around.”
As opposed to the Ku Klux Klan,
Mr. Carr said the JBS was a “nonthreatening” entity.
At street fairs, the JBS has handed
out literature and asked people to
sign petitions to end illegal immigration.
“We get good support at street fairs,”
Mr. Webster said.
“The JBS is opposed to illegal immigration, not all immigrants,” he added.
“The JBS has nothing against the one
million immigrants who come here legally every year. We oppose illegal
immigration because it’s illegal.”
Mr. Webster said the organization
gets a very good response at street
fairs. “People are fed up that we are
losing jobs. Our salaries are being
suppressed,” he said about immigrants
coming to the United States and working in the computer and high-tech
sectors. “They are coming here legally, but they are depressing the
wages of middle-class America.”
He said that between illegal immigrants taking entry-level jobs and legal immigrants taking high-tech jobs,
middle America is getting squeezed.
The Westfield Neighborhood Council sponsors the annual street fair.
“They applied for space. They paid
for space, and legally, there’s nothing
we can do,” said Harold Cohen, president of the council.

Port Authority Proposes
Toll And Fare Increase
AREA — The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey has proposed a toll and fare increase for tunnels, bridges and the PATH system to
fund $650 million in annual security
costs and a nearly $30 billion longterm capital-investment program. It
has authorized public hearings on the
proposed increases as a part of its
community-outreach process.
The agency released a 2007-2016
capital plan totaling $29.5 billion, which
includes investments of $1 billion more
for the new Hudson River passenger
rail tunnel, bringing the new total to $3
billion, an additional $680 million for
the PATH to create longer trains on the
World Trade Center line and an additional $350 million for Stewart International Airport redevelopment.
The plan would keep bridges and
tunnels in a state of good repair ($4
billion), overhaul and modernize the
PATH system to increase its capacity
by more than 25 percent ($3.3 billion),
rebuild the World Trade Center site
($8.4 billion), construct a new Goethals
Bridge ($1 billion), remove toll booths
and install electronic toll collection
($100 million), expand and modernize
security at JFK and LaGuardia airports
($3.1 billion) and redevelop Stewart
International Airport ($500 million).
Agency officials detailed increasing costs. Security expenditures in
2008 will bring the Port Authority’s
security spending since 9/11 to more
than $3.7 billion. In addition to emergency-management capabilities, major security projects include installation of a state-of-the-art airport perimeter protection system ($139 million),
hardening the PATH system ($840 million), retrofitting and strengthening
the Port Authority Bus Terminal ($100
million) and additional hardening of
tunnels and bridges ($275 million).
Port Authority Chairman Anthony
Coscia said, “We must invest now to

provide security, maintain our bridges
and tunnels, improve mass transit and
reduce congestion. An open, transparent process will take place over
the coming weeks so the public will
have full opportunity to evaluate this
proposal before any board action.”
Port Authority Executive Director
Anthony Shorris said, “Besides securing our assets and protecting existing
infrastructure, we are demonstrating
our commitment to a more sustainable
region with investments and discounts
that will reduce the numbers of cars as
well as by offering our first incentives
for low-emission vehicles.”
GreenPass: Under the current proposal, tunnel and bridge customers using low-emission vehicles with E-ZPass
during off-peak hours will pay a $4 toll
— no increase above the current offpeak fare. The Port Authority will be
among the first transportation agencies
in the nation to implement such a plan.
Toll and Fare Increases: To fund
increasing security costs and the construction projects in its capital plan,
the Port Authority outlined a proposal
to increase tolls and fares to generate
additional revenue. The agency last
increased tolls in March 2001. The
prior increase occurred in 1991.
The proposal would expand congestion pricing to encourage off-peak
driving. It contemplates that tolls for
drivers using E-ZPass on the Port
Authority’s two tunnels and four
bistate bridges would increase from
$4 to $6 for off-peak travel and from
$5 to $8 in peak hours, providing a
greater incentive for off-peak use.
Cash tolls would increase from $6 to
$8. The toll increase for trucks and
buses would vary, depending on size.
Daily PATH commuters would see
an increase from $1.20 to $1.50. Cash
fares would increase from $1.50 to $2.
More information is available at
the agency’s website, panynj.gov.

Where children are inspired all year round

JCC of Central NJ

Open daily until 10pm, Thanksgiving Day until 3pm
Join us for a Complimentary sampling of Thanksgiving wines
Fri., Nov 16, 5-8pm, Tues., Nov 20 5-8pm

23 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908-232-5050
www.coolvines.com
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Early Childhood and Camp

Open House
Sunday, December 2
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 ۥPreschool &

camp tours

Early Childhood Services:
infant & toddler programs, NAEYC-accredited
preschool, NAEYC-accredited full-day Kindergarten,
swim lessons, music, art, sports, cooking, & science

 ۥMeet the staff

Inspiring children to explore & grow.

 ۥFun, snacks, &

Camp Yachad:

giveaways!

on-site day camp for ages 3–10 & travel camp
options for ages 10–15

Amazing summers start here!
... and then join us
6:30 p.m. December 6
for an outrageously hip Jewish
concert for kids featuring

ShirLaLa

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

Contact the JCC for more information!

Questions? Contact Robin Brous, Early Childhood Services Director, at rbrous@jccnj.org or ext. 204 or Randi Zucker, Assistant Camp Director, at campyachad@jccnj.org or ext. 253.
The JCC of Central NJ is a constituent agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Central NJ. Financial assistance is available for membership and various programs.
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WESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHT

Union County Jail Director
Retires After Nine Years

Mobile Meals: Hearty Meals
Helping the Homebound

By PAUL J. PEYTON

Submitted by Kathleen Lynch
This continues a series of articles
that feature the 19 human-service
agencies that are part of the Westfield
United Way. Contributions to the
WUW, a non-profit organization, help
fund these services for people seeking help.
Meet Mr. and Mrs. B. He just celebrated his 90th birthday in early
September, and she is well into her
80s. Strong people, they are determined to live life as fully as their
walkers and health concerns allow.
Their only child lives far away, has a
demanding job, is going through a
personal crisis and is raising his own
young children. Like so many
caregivers, he is part of the sandwich
generation, and Mr. and Mrs. B. prefer not to burden him with their daily
needs. They explored assisted-living
options but determined that staying
in their beloved Scotch Plains home
was both more desirable and more
affordable.
From the moment Mobile Meals
volunteer deliverer Diane Angelo of
Clark met them, she could feel the
bond between them. “They genuinely
still like each other. It’s very evident
by the way the care for each other. It’s
very touching,” noted Mrs. Angelo in
a recent conversation.
Mobile Meals has enabled them to
live together in the place they love.
Mrs. Angelo has developed a bond
with them as well. While Mrs. B. was
a bit prickly when they first met, Mrs.
Angelo said she was determined to
befriend her. She spent 10 to 15 minutes visiting with the couple each
week, as they were the final stop on
her route. She won Mrs. B. over when
the elderly couple faced a temporary
crisis.
“When Mrs. B. was hospitalized
at one point, I called Mobile Meals
(director of operations) Cathi Tufaro.
I explained how Mrs. B. was very
concerned about her husband not

having anyone to cook for him over
the weekend. Cathi packed a few
extra meals for him, and they were
delivered that Friday,” said Mrs.
Angelo.
Mrs. Angelo, who says her Italian
roots compel her to be sure everyone is fed, stopped by during one of
Mrs. B.’s more recent hospital visits to drop off baked ziti and some
antipasto. She laughed as she recalled not being sure that he even
liked Italian food, but Mr. B. was
thrilled.
Ms. Tufaro notes that Mobile Meals
allows clients like Mr. and Mrs. B. to
live independently longer and eases
the demands on their adult children.
“We provide not only food for our 73
clients but that daily contact as well.
Our deliverers are concerned about
those they deliver to, and they develop wonderful relationships with
them,” she said.
Ms. Tufaro also ensures that the
food provides the nutritional benefits
the clients need. The menu is low
sodium, and she uses fresh vegetables
and fruit. Unless specifically requested otherwise, the bread is whole
grain.
While clients pay a fee for the
service, Ms. Tufaro is able to deliver
healthier, tastier meals than her budget would permit because of generous donations from such organizations as the New Jersey Master Gardeners and Trader Joe’s.
The WUW supports its member
agencies through the contributions
of local individuals, businesses and
professionals. This year’s annual
fundraising campaign is currently
underway, with a goal of raising
$715,000.
Those interested can send tax-deductible donations to the WUW at
301 North Avenue East, Westfield,
N.J., 07090, or make an online pledge
at westfieldunitedway.org.

Westfield to Hold Christmas
Tree Lighting on Dec. 2
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce will hold
its annual Christmas tree-lighting
ceremony and Santa’s arrival on Sunday, December 2, beginning at 5 p.m.
at the North Avenue Train Station in
Westfield.
Families and residents can gather
and listen to the Choral Art Society of
New Jersey and the Westfield Community Band. Santa Claus will arrive
at the ceremony riding a fire truck
provided by the Westfield Fire Department. Children can give Santa
their wish lists and take pictures with
him.
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
will provide welcoming remarks and
will, along with Santa, count down to
light the Christmas tree.
The First United Methodist Church
Youth Group will provide complimentary hot chocolate and collect

non-perishable food items for the
needy by the fire station.
The Girl Scouts of Westfield will
launch their 15th-annual mitten-tree
drive, accepting collections of new
mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and
socks for the needy. They will distribute the donations to organizations
caring for the homeless.
The Chamber of Commerce and
Town Bank co-sponsor the event, with
the cooperation of the Westfield Public Works, fire and police departments
and Westfield Audio Visual.
For more information about the
event, contact the Chamber of Commerce at (908) 233-3021 or
westfieldareachamber.com.

Happy Thanksgiving
from The Leader/Times
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DINNER TIME...Mobile Meals volunteers prepare hot meals for delivery. Director of operations Cathi Tufaro said she makes sure the meals are as nutritious as
possible for those who use the service. Mobile Meals is one of the Westfield United
Way’s 19 member organizations that receive support through the donations of
local individuals, businesses and professionals. The WUW’s annual campaign is
underway, with a goal of raising $715,000.

Local Officials Take Part
In AC League Convention
ATLANTIC CITY – The assetmonetization plan Governor Jon
Corzine is floating to reduce the state’s
$32-billion debt and comments by
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie and New
Jersey Attorney General Anne
Milgram highlighted last week’s annual four-day League of Municipalities convention in Atlantic City.
The Governor said he would release his plan to cut the state’s $32billion debt in half early next year.
“It’s sensitive to lots of changes, and
every time I think we’re ready, we
find new issues that we need to cover,”
he said.
He said his plan, which would involve leasing toll roads, would be the
subject of town-hall meetings in all
21 counties statewide. Mr. Corzine
said his plan would produce a “permanent funding” source for the state’s
Transportation Trust Fund, which
funds county and municipal road
projects.
Mr. Christie and Ms. Milgram took
part in a forum entitled, “Ethical Pitfalls in Public Service.”
“If over the next couple of days,
someone approaches you with an
envelope of cash looking for some
kind of favor from you, turn for the
ocean – it’s probably us,” Mr. Christie
quipped, according to a story in
Today’s Sunbeam.
Local officials also spoke during
sessions. Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr presided over a session entitled “Municipal Experiences in
Grant Funding,” which also included remarks from Terrence
Schrider, administrator of the state’s
New Jersey Preservation Program
within the Department of Community Affairs.
Westfield Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann spoke on the “Do’s
and Don’ts” of synthetic-turf fields,

along with recreation and parks directors from Ridgewood, Randolph
and East Brunswick.
Scotch Plains Township Manager
Tom Atkins participated in a discussion on “Managers: Performance and
Measurement – Experience, Practice and the New Law.” The discussion focused on a new law that requires the state to develop performance standards for municipal governments.
Former Westfield planning-board
chairman Martin Robins, director of
the Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center at the Bloustein School
of Planning and Public Policy at
Rutgers University, spoke on transit-oriented redevelopment projects
near train stations. One of the other
panelists for this session included
Kathleen Prunty, director of
Cranford’s Downtown Management
Corporation.
New Providence Mayor John
Thoms served as a panelist on a session entitled, “Protecting Your Municipal Tax Rate From The Effects of
Tax Appeals and Lack of Uniformity.”
The head of the state’s municipal
assessors association participated in
the discussion.
Paul Peyton compiled this report
for The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

COUNTY – Union County officials announced earlier this month
that Frank Crose, the director of correctional services who oversees the
county jail, has “on a voluntary basis” tendered his retirement after nine
years with the county.
County Manager George Devanney
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the
freeholders’ November 8 meeting that
he hopes to have a new jail director on
board by the end of the year.
He said the county is conducting a
national search for a new director.
Mr. Devanney said Mr. Crose has
agreed to assist in the search for his
replacement and “to help in the transition” of the new director.
“[Mr. Crose’s retirement is] a very
amicable [arrangement],” Mr.
Devanney told The Leader/The Times.
“I would like to find someone by
the end of the year…I don’t know
how optimistic that is,” he said.
Mr. Crose, who the county has employed since 1998, has been in charge
of correctional services since November 2001. His salary is $112,915.
He previously worked for the District of Columbia, Department of
Corrections, in Lorton, Va., for a year
and for the Connecticut Department
of Corrections for 25 years.
While serving as warden at the Lorton
jail, Mr. Crose allowed two-time convicted killer Leo Gonzales Wright to
leave prison in shackles with an escort
to attend his mother’s wake in 1997,
according to a Washington Post article.
Mr. Crose did not ask U.S. District
Judge Emmet G. Sullivan for permission, as he was required to do.
“The warden may very well find
himself incarcerated in one of his
own jails,” The Post quoted Judge
Sullivan as saying at the time. Wright
was sent to state prison instead of a
federal prison, even though the judge
had sentenced him to life in a federal
prison without parole.
Freeholders and members of the
public have criticized the Union
County jail’s administration for high
overtime costs for its correctional
officers.

GW Christmas Tree
Lighting Set Dec. 1
GARWOOD — Holiday events
sponsored by the Garwood Public Celebrations Committee include the Christmas Tree Lighting in front of borough
hall on Saturday, December 1, at 4 p.m.
The Chamber of Commerce will take
photos of children with Santa Claus.
Refreshments will be served, and
the event will feature entertainment
and give-a-ways. The boy scouts will
sell poinsettias and luminary kits. The
rain date will be Sunday, December 2,
at 4 p.m.
Also, there will be a home-decorating contest. Judging will be done the
nights of December 22 and 23 from 7
to 10 p.m., and prizes will be awarded.
The Luminary Lighting Program
will take place the night of Sunday,
December 24. Luminaries will be sold
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the baseball
field house the weekends of December 8 to 9 and December 15 to 16.
Those purchasing luminaries should
bring a bucket for sand.
For more information, contact the
Garwood Celebrations Committee at
(908) 647-6344 ext. 812 during daytime
and (908) 654-1392 in the evenings.

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

if a picture’s worth a
thousand words,
how much is a
video worth?
goleader.com/video

The county hired consultant Gary
Hilton of Trenton-based Paige Plus
earlier this year at $25,000 to complete a review of the administrative
and operational functions in the jail,
which currently houses 970 inmates,
with an additional 150 prisoners contracted to a private facility in Newark.
Mr. Devanney said the consultant’s
review focused on jail overtime, safety
and security and the implementation
of new technology for inmate identification and officer scheduling.
“[Mr. Hilton’s report] will be presented to the [freeholder] board very
shortly,” said Sebastian D’Elia, a
county spokesman.
“We thank Frank Crose for his years
of service to the county,” Mr.
Devanney said a press release the
county issued.
Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski told The Leader/Times that
Mr. Crose’ retirement “has been in
the works for awhile.”

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

When it comes to

Medicare
Part D,
we’re committed to
meeting your needs
and earning

your trust.

That’s why Community CCRxSM has been rated #1 in customer satisfaction
among Medicare Part D enrollees.* Our CCRx-powered plans are built on the

For more information, and to enroll in a Community
CCRx plan, visit www.CommunityCCRx.com

belief that the best way to make sure our members are satisfied is to build
and support the bond they have with the community pharmacists they know
and trust. Combine this philosophy with our outstanding plan features such as
no, or low, co-pays and deductibles, and you’ll see why over a million members

or call 1-866-684-5353 (TTY/TDD users call
1-866-684-5351), 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., everyday.

have come to trust Community CCRx for their prescription drug needs.
* Sources: According to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’ (CMS) annual
Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems survey; study date: 2007.
Strategic Consumer Research Inc. conducted an independent national study of 600
CCRx members and 600 competitor members in the same areas; study date: May 2007.
The Community CCRx Medicare Prescription Drug Plan is offered by Pennsylvania Life
Insurance Company and American Progressive Life & Health Insurance Company of
New York, which are contracted with the Federal government.

© 2007 MemberHealth, LLC (S5803_07P0155_V1) (11/2007)
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Court Fails in Burden of Proof
Regarding Guilt of Congo the Dog
The case of Congo, the German shepherd currently on death row for having attacked a landscaper
in his owners’ yard last June, has captured mass
public attention and media coverage while the court
system decides his fate.
According to Congo’s owners, the 18-month-old
canine was provoked by the actions of a crew of
landscapers who had arrived ahead of schedule that
day to perform work at the Princeton Township
home of his owners, Guy and Elizabeth James.
The couple contends the landscapers entered their
fenced-in yard after being instructed not to and were
approached by Congo’s mate and four puppies.
They maintain one worker wielded a rake at the
dogs, while a second shielded himself behind Mrs.
James, accidentally knocking her to the ground.
Congo’s owners say their dog perceived the
worker’s behavior as a threat to Mrs. James’ safety
and attacked the man. The landscaper, who sustained multiple bite wounds and scratches, has since
recovered and ultimately received a $250,000 insurance settlement.
Meanwhile, a Princeton Municipal Court judge,
along with the local prosecutor and animal control
officer, disputed the Jameses’ claims that the attack
was provoked. Congo was sentenced to death, although his execution has been stayed while his
owners appeal his case to the Superior Court. Congo
also has been allowed to return home to his family
and their other pets pending the outcome of the
appeal.
Public response to the controversial case – which
has been covered in newspapers, on radio and television – has overwhelmingly been in favor of granting Congo a reprieve. A municipal court hearing on
the case November 13, during which the judge

reaffirmed his decision that Congo must die, drew
more than 100 protestors to a rally outside the
building. According to the Trentonian, a radio poll
found 35,000 callers to be in favor of sparing Congo,
while only 1,000 supported the judge’s ruling.
Beyond public sentiment, however, we believe
this dog has not received a “fair trial.” While the legal
channels regarding human and animal offenses are
not parallel, we nevertheless feel a sufficient amount
of “reasonable doubt” exists to warrant sparing
Congo’s life.
For openers, the landscaper did not dispute having
entered the yard after being told to wait outside, or of
having grabbed Mrs. James from behind in an attempt to shield himself from the dogs, an action that
Congo may have perceived as a threat to his mistress.
Additionally, no evidence has been presented that
Congo ever previously showed aggression toward
any person. Further, an employee of the kennel
where the James family boards their dogs – who has
groomed Congo and who was among those protesting his death sentence November 13 outside the
municipal building – was quoted in The Star-Ledger
as saying he “never growled at me.”
Finally, written statements made by the Jameses to
animal control officer Mark Johnson – which the
family and their attorney say would bolster their
claim the attack was provoked – could not be admitted in court because they were destroyed by a stray
dog Mr. Johnson had in his car.
We hope the Superior Court will consider these
factors when weighing the Jameses’ appeal on behalf of Congo. While officials have a primary duty to
ensure public safety, we believe enough mitigating
factors exist here to justify sparing his life. May this
dog finally have his day.

The Holiday Tree;
Tis the Season Already?
Is it our imagination or has the 2007 Holiday
season arrived much earlier than usual? October was
barely over before the first Yuletide-themed commercials began running on television and radio,
beckoning shoppers to malls and other retail outlets.
Many stores were fully decked out in Holiday
trees, lights, holly and tinsel at a time when temperatures were still in the 60s and 70s. Some folks have
already strung up lights on their houses, and we see
that Holiday trees are already available for sale. And
before the middle of this month, some downtowns
were already decorated, with wreaths and other
symbols of the coming season adorning lampposts
on their main thoroughfares.
Why the rush to usher in the winter holiday season? It used to be that Thanksgiving — and more
specifically, Black Friday — signaled the start of the
Holiday rush. That often gave retailers and shoppers
a solid month to get into the spirit. Some stores then
began opening their doors at midnight on Thanksgiving night —before we even had a chance to digest
the turkey. This year, some retail websites are offering special sales for online shoppers starting early on
Turkey Day.
But the overt appeal to consumers to start spending money seemed to get underway much earlier this

year. One reason is fairly obvious: retailers want us
to open our wallets right now rather than wait until
later in December, when gas prices may be higher,
our budgets may be tighter and our yen to spend may
be weaker. Better to force a little holiday spirit on us
today instead of risk us turning into a bunch of tightfisted Scrooges next month. And this strategy may
have some validity, since some surveys show retailers expect this year’s holiday shopping season to be
tepid.
And what about the spate of house decorating and
Holiday tree sales we’re seeing in early November?
Is it just a sign of some collective, premature holiday
cheer overtaking us for no apparent reason? Or could
it be a way for some of us to brighten up the gray
gloom of the approaching winter and the shorter
daylight hours now that Daylight Savings Time has
ended? Or is it just a small way for a war-weary
people to spread a little cheer?
It seemed more heartfelt to us when the season was
shorter and when the Holiday tree was known as the
Christmas tree.
Whatever the reasons for the seemingly early start
to the holiday season, we’d just hope that down the
road, taking the kids to see Santa Claus is not a ritual
performed in shorts, T-shirts and flip-flops.

Letters to the Editor
Govt. Needs to Discuss Escalating
Costs of Energy-Efficient Products
I read with great interest the letter of
Joshua Suri (November 15 edition) and
his experiences trying to buy a fuelefficient hybrid automobile. He characterizes the dealers as “hypocrites,” but
it seems the manufacturers need to be
included in this description as well.
Sadly, Mr. Suri’s experience with an
auto is very much prevalent in any appliance or service that involves energy.
Washers, dryers and dishwashers carrying the energy-efficient seal cost more
than double of those without the seal. A
home-heating gas furnace of 95 percent
efficiency, the highest made, as well as
a central air conditioning system of the
highest rating also cost more than double
the less-efficient models.
It’s thought that none of these appliances will last long enough to return
their initial investment over their service life and that includes, in the equation, the current high cost of gas, electric and gasoline. So why buy them?
Manufacturers have justified these
punitive prices as the result of added
material and labor costs to build the
more-efficient appliance or auto. The
word that comes to mind is hogwash.
What are we to do? If we boycott
these products, not only do we hurt
ourselves but also we don’t help the

broader picture of reducing greenhouse
gases or weaning ourselves from foreign oil and gas dependence.
These represent, to me, major policy
initiatives that we should be able to
look to our federal government for leadership.
The current Republican administration and a backbone of Republican philosophy is that we should have as little
government control as possible. This
flies in the face of Mr. Suri’s suggestion
that we call our congressman; toward
what end? He’s (she’s) likely to say, if
he’s a Republican, what we have is
free-market economics at its best, and
the market is doing its job.
The other side of the aisle, the Democrats, as near as I can determine, are
always accused of attempting too many
government controls, have offered nothing in the area of energy policy.
Perhaps a public discussion between
the parties, which starts with the current excessive cost of buying an energy-efficient auto or appliance as one
aspect of the overall problem, can lead
us to helping the planet and relieving us
of ever-increasing energy costs that are,
frankly, smothering this writer.
Ken Licata
Scotch Plains

Fanwood Councilman-Elect Parenti
Looks Forward to Serving Borough
I wish to publicly thank Fanwood
voters for giving me the honor and
privilege to serve as a councilman for
the next three years. The knowledge
that I have gained while going door to
door and talking with people will enable me to represent your views while
serving on the governing body.
I cannot let the opportunity pass to
express my gratitude to my running
mate, Joel Stroz. I admire his diligence
and courageous efforts to deliver information on the issues to our citizens. I
have the highest confidence in his ability, and I know he will be an excellent
candidate for office in the future.

Special thanks go to everyone who
worked on my behalf during the campaign. Their devoted efforts, guidance
and unwavering support helped win
this election.
I would also like to thank all the
candidates who ran in this election. The
fact that they were willing to volunteer
and serve speaks volumes for each of
them.
I am looking forward to serving the
people in Fanwood once again, and I
pledge to my best to help “Make
Fanwood Better.”
Anthony Parenti
Fanwood Councilman-Elect

Agreement in Principle?
Keep History Out of the Dustbin
I was shocked by the narrowly averted
waste of valuable resources precipitated by the recent “de-accessioning”
of local-history books by the Westfield
Memorial Library (Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, November 15, 2007,
page 1).
While it’s understandable that library
personnel needed to eliminate surplus
or disused material, it is beyond reason
that no one checked with local experts
as to whether any of it might be of
redeeming interest to those who collect
such things or study the history of
Westfield and the surrounding area.
It’s ironic that a chance encounter by
the Westfield Historical Society curator led to the revelation that there were
“carloads” of rare and collectible books
piled outside the library awaiting the
recycling truck. Thankfully, those irreplaceable items were spared that grim
fate. As a result, there is now an “agree-

ment in principle” to check on the merits of books before they’re carted off to
the shredder.
It’s surprising that there hasn’t been
a system in place to carefully review
and either archive or monetize surplus
resources. There is a lucrative market
for historical matter, and collectors are
even willing to pay for items worn by
years of use. Instead of relegating our
history to the dustbin (albeit one that is
marked “recycle”), consider the funds
that could be raised by selling these
unwanted books.
The library could donate the proceeds to the historical society or earmark the money for its own programs
highlighting the rich legacy passed
down from the Lenni Lenape to the
early settlers to generations of fascinating townsfolk.

town are better than the other. These
comparisons are especially unfair when
test scores are fluid – one year Washington School might have the highest
elementary-level test scores in the district; the next year, it might be Jefferson.
By way of specific example, for the
2005-06 school year, Edison scored
higher advanced proficiency rates in
math (38.6 percent) than Roosevelt
(35.2 percent); the opposite was true
for the results in language arts
(Roosevelt scored 19.3 percent, Edison
scored 14.5 percent). The overall proficiency rate for both schools in that year
were virtually the same. The point is,
when it comes to comparing test scores
within our district, we are comparing
apples with apples.
As the holiday season approaches,
most residents of Westfield can count
their blessings and feel they have a lot
to be thankful for. One blessing is that
we live in a town with an excellent
school system where all our children
are receiving a superior education –
something the aforementioned test
scores confirm. This is something we
have all worked together to achieve,
and is something we should all continue to work together to maintain.
This can and should be done without
resorting to negative intra-district comparisons. Our children, and our town,
deserve better.
Frances Bradley Capotorto
Corresponding Secretary
Edison PTSO, Westfield

Seniors Should Recognize, Compare
The Available Home-Care Options
A recent AARP study found that 85
percent of older Americans want to
“age in place” and remain in their homes
long after retirement. But how can seniors remain independent while facing
increasing medical needs? Home care
can be the answer.
Keeping people home and out of the
hospital clearly has huge economic benefits. The typical hospital stay in New
Jersey averages $32,500, according to
the New Jersey Hospital Association.
There are also many quality home-care
options available. For example, Holy
Redeemer Home Care offers our “advanced clinical care” in the home approach. But how do you pick the best
option for your situation? Where do
you look to find quality home-care services?

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Carucage – Act of plowing
2. Smaragdine – Pertaining to the emerald
3. Whirret – To slap; to annoy
4. Lilt – A gay, graceful song
ABATJOUR
1. One who steals herds of cattle, in
distinction from one who steals a head or
two
2. Skylight that admits or deflects light
3. A slaughterhouse for animals
4. A daydreamer
NORIA
1. A water wheel with buckets
2. The prickly pear
3. A large sea bird; the cormorant
4. A nurse
TALARIA
1. An earthworm
2. A spider that catches its prey by
chasing them
3. Contagious disease of goats, characterized by by failing appetite and a gradual
wasting away
4. Winged sandals
LIMBAT
1. A cool northwest wind of Cyprus
2. An outer jacket made of tough, longwearing fabric
3. A courlan, a bird found in the West
Indies and Florida
4. A manrope beside a ladder

Letters to
the Editor
Parent Commends F-SP
Club for College Night
As the parent of a Scotch PlainsFanwood High School junior who attended the College Night on October
25, I wish to commend the College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on its
production of the 55th-annual College
Night at SPFHS.
With 116 representatives from nationwide universities, students had a
varied choice of schools to investigate.
Since so many of the representatives
were young, an easy rapport developed. Admission procedures were aptly
discussed, and literature was available.
In view of their travels from afar (in
many cases after work), the representatives were treated to a light supper
provided by College Club members.
Not to be forgotten, the ROTC students who served as guides were treated
to pizza and soda. I’m sure parents
from the eight private schools in the
area included in this service will join
me in thanking the College of FanwoodScotch Plains for this outstanding community contribution.
Kerry Bartley
Scotch Plains

William Cort
Fanwood

Edison PTSO Congratulates
Students on Test Performances
The PTSO of Edison Intermediate
School [Westfield] would like to extend its congratulations to all Westfield
students on their performances in the
state-mandated proficiency exams taken
last year. The results indicate that
Westfield students far exceed statewide
averages for proficiency in math and
language arts.
As recently indicated by Superintendent of Schools, Margaret Dolan, 93.4
percent of Westfield students tested
above state standards in language arts
(the statewide average being 81.3 percent) and 93 percent of the students
tested above state standards in math
(the statewide average being 77.6 percent). The entire Westfield School District should be proud of this accomplishment.
Superintendent Dolan also noted that
because our test scores are so high, we
have the luxury of being able to focus
on a specific student, class, grade level,
etc. which may need our attention. Unfortunately, there are some who take
this further and seize the opportunity to
scrutinize district test results on a
school-by-school basis and then make
unfavorable comparisons between one
school and another.
This does our students, and our town,
a disservice. It fosters the mistaken
impression that one school at the elementary or intermediate level is better
than the other; more often than not, it
mistakenly leads some people, especially those outside the district, to believe that the schools on one side of

DD

In reality, it’s easy to find quality
home care. Medicare offers Home
Health Compare (medicare.gov/
hhcompare). It’s a free online resource
that helps you find agencies in your
area. With a few clicks, you can compare an agency’s performance on specific categories against the state and
national average.
November is National Home Care
Month. It’s a time to honor home-care
agencies, their staff and volunteers who
make a remarkable difference in the
lives of patients and their families. It’s
also a perfect time to recognize the
quality home-care options available.
Elaine Bennethum
Holy Redeemer Health System
Scotch Plains

County GOP Slate
Thanks the Voters
Thank you to all of the volunteers
who helped us during our campaign;
your hard work and belief in us is what
gave us the energy to press forward
each day. We wish to especially thank
our families, because without their patience and understanding, we would
not have been able to give the time that
is necessary to campaign countywide.
But most importantly, a resounding
“Thank You” to the voters of Union
County who graciously came out and
supported us on Election Day. Though
not quite able to secure seats on the UC
Board of Chosen Freeholders, we know
that our message of “Good Government” did not fall on deaf ears and trust
that the residents of Union County will
continue to challenge the winners to
pursue fiscal responsibility and fairness in all that they do.
Finally, we wish all of those who
were successful on all levels for all
elected offices good luck and God speed
as you go about the business of government for the benefit of all the good
residents of Union County.
Patricia Quattrocchi, John Russitano
and Robert Reilly, GOP Candidates
for Union County Freeholder

Many Helped Make
CROP Walk a Success
The organizers of this fall’s CROP
Walk, an event made possible by the
work of scores of volunteers and intended to help fight world hunger, noted
that a participating church had been
omitted in our press releases.
The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church was an important participant in
this event. This church was a leader
with the on-line pledges.
We also want to note that the Evangel
Church is adding to the funds raised
and hosted the community Thanksgiving service where the dollars raised by
the CROP Walk were presented on Monday, November 19.
Cena Pollitt
Fanwood

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color
Email Ads as pdf files in color
For more information, see
goleader.com/help
goleader.com/presskit
goleader.com/classifieds
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The Most Wonderful
Time of the Year

BOY SCOUT CIVICS...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) joins
Washington School’s fourth-grade Boyscout troop 270, Den 2, at the Masciale
home in Westfield to discuss what it is like to be an assemblyman. As part of their
requirements to earn their good-citizen badges, the boys spoke with Mr. Bramnick
about how a bill becomes law and asked questions.

The IRS Seeks Taxpayers
With Undeliverable Refunds
COUNTY – The Internal Revenue
Service reports that in Union County,
there are 260 taxpayers with undeliverable refunds, totaling $214,634, with an
average refund of $826. In New Jersey,
there are 3,646 taxpayers with undeliverable refunds, totaling approximately
$3.42 million, with an average refund
of $938.
The IRS can reissue the checks after
taxpayers correct or update their addresses
with the IRS. In some cases, a taxpayer
has more than one check waiting. Nationally, there are 115,478 taxpayers with
undeliverable refunds, totaling about $110
million, with an average refund of $953.
“Taxpayers should not miss out on
getting their money back,” said IRS
spokesperson Gregg Semanick. “The IRS
makes it as easy as possible for taxpayers
to update their addresses and claim their
refunds.”
The “Where’s My Refund?” tool on
IRS.gov enables taxpayers to check the
status of their refunds. A taxpayer must
submit his or her social-security number,
filing status and amount of refund shown
on their 2006 return. The tool will provide
the status of their refund and, in some

cases, provide instructions on how to
resolve delivery problems. Taxpayers can
access a telephone version of “Where’s
My Refund?” by calling 1-800-829-1954.
The number of undeliverable refunds
each year is a relatively small portion of
all refunds returned to taxpayers. So far in
2007, the IRS has processed nearly $105
million in refunds, totaling about $240
billion, either by mail or direct deposit.
Undeliverable refunds account for less
than one-tenth of 1 percent of all refunds.
A refund check is normally returned as
undeliverable when a taxpayer moves
without updating his or her address with
either the U.S. Postal Service or the IRS.
The list of taxpayers due undeliverable
refunds this year rose about 21 percent
from 95,746 last year. The sharp increase
is due in part to the Telephone Excise Tax
Refund. The refund is a one-time payment available on 2006 federal income
tax returns. It was designed to return to
taxpayers previously collected long-distance telephone taxes. Individuals, businesses and tax-exempt organizations are
eligible to request it.
The following people in towns nearby
have undeliverable refunds.

Area Undeliverable IRS Refunds List
Chezuiue, Traina; Cranford; 07016
Nesbit, Euzelia; Cranford; 07016
Sanchez, Fatima E; Cranford; 07016
Ardos, Margaret M; Fanwood; 07023
Quispe, Dante & Rocio S Lopez;
Garwood; 07027
Mantuano, Luigi; Kenilworth; 07033
Mantuano, Umberto; Kenilworth; 07033
Ahmed, Abedel R & Shonda A Williams;
Plainfield; 07060
Amaya, Maria O; N Plainfield; 07060
Baumgartner, Glenn; N Plainfield; 07060
Brenes, Monica; Plainfield; 07060
Brenner, Stan; Plainfield; 07060
Chimilio, Edwin; Plainfield; 07060
Dubon Ponce, Osman; N Plainfield; 07060
Echarry, Shirley J; Plainfield; 07060
Felipe, Victor A; Plainfield; 07060
Franco, Ana B; Plainfield; 07060
Garrido, Mario R; N Plainfield; 07060
Garzon, Cristina; N Plainfield; 07060
Hidalgo, Yeury V; N Plainfield; 07060
James, Milton; Plainfield; 07060
Lopez, Sara M; Plainfield; 07060
Mcwhorter, Zenobia; N Plainfield; 07060
Mercado Cantarero, Julia; Plainfield;
07060
Navidad, Maria E; Plainfield; 07060
Nwadiogbu, Adaobi L; Plainfield; 07060
Oliviere Herrera, Giovani; Plainfield;
07060
Peres, Julia; Plainfield; 07060
Polonia, Miguela E; Plainfield; 07060
Reyes-Vasquez, Heidy C; Plainfield;
07060
Rivas, Roberto; N Plainfield; 07060
Rivera Acevedo, Rosa Linda; Plainfield;
07060
Roberts, Clothylde; Plainfield; 07060
Sadie, Alie & Rosnita; N Plainfield; 07060
Salas, Ramon & Maggi; Plainfield; 07060
Sanchez, Silvia N; N Plainfield; 07060
Serrano, Roel Y; Plainfield; 07060
Umanzor, Edgardo A; Plainfield; 07060
Valentin, Joel; Plainfield; 07060
Wactor, Samuel; Plainfield; 07060
Davila Santos, Wanda Evelyn; Plainfield;
07061
Mullins, Danyell; Plainfield; 07062
Rodriguez, Carlos H & Yanira D Yanes;
Plainfield; 07062
Singh, Manjit; Plainfield; 07062
Stewart, Raymond C; Plainfield; 07062
Washington, Edward & Margaret;
Plainfield; 07062

Alvarado Mejia, German; Plainfield;
07063
Arias, Alexandra; Plainfield; 07063
Atkinson, Michael; Plainfield; 07063
Barksdale, Sharon A; Plainfield; 07063
Boyce, Luther A; Plainfield; 07063
Escobar, Ofelia; Plainfield; 07063
Garcia, Ricardo Santiago; Plainfield;
07063
Hurtt, Tyronn; Plainfield; 07063
Ixcuna, Jose L; Plainfield; 07063
Montalvo, Pedro M; Plainfield; 07063
Morales, Jose D; Plainfield; 07063
Ortiz, Betzaida; Plainfield; 07063
Spann, Mary S; Plainfield; 07063
Tulsi, Reshiedeo; Plainfield; 07063
De Fiore, Mary A; Scotch Plains; 07076
Ginsberg, David R; Scotch Plains;
07076
Jordan, Christopher T & Samantha Nic;
Scotch Plains; 07076
Moorthy, Preethi; Scotch Plains; 07076
Nouri, Parya; Scotch Plains; 07076
Schrul, Steven; Scotch Plains; 07076
Watterman, Jacqueline; Scotch Plains;
07076
Atkins, William; Springfield; 07081
Bornstein, Jason A; Springfield; 07081
Doherty, Keith R; Springfield; 07081
Pean, David; Springfield; 07081
Scheer, Daniella M; Springfield; 07081
Alcelik, Haci A; Westfield; 07090
Daly, William F; Westfield; 07090
Demarsico, Dauna; Westfield; 07090
Rodrigues, Lori A; Westfield; 07090
Russo, Donald C; Mountainside; 07092
Barlow, Edward F; Summit; 07901
Hidalgo-Castro, Armando Francisco;
Summit; 07901
Srivastava, Pradeep & Smita M; Summit;
07901
Suarez, Clara I & Pedro Orta; Summit;
07901
Varathan, Srinivasa & Ruma Acharya;
Summit; 07901
Echlund, Marie M; New Providence;
07974
Sageev, Lisa & Michah E; Cranford;
07114
Jankowski, Thaddeus & Susan; Warren;
07059
Levitt, Allan H & Robin L; Warren; 07059
Granda Silva, Jorge A; Watchung; 07069
Rebolledo, Geitza C & Klaus Gentner;
Watchung; 07069.

Thanks to the generosity of Mr.
and Mrs. Eitel of Clark, this year,
Union County will again enjoy its 50year tradition of marking the holidays with a beautifully decorated
evergreen tree in the Courthouse Rotunda.
This donation of a 25-foot pine is a
fitting symbol for a season that celebrates giving. It’s a modest gesture
that will provide so many Union
County residents, families and children with lasting holiday memories,
including a Christmas Eve sing-along
featuring a visit from Santa.
The tradition of giving runs strongly
through Union County at all times of
the year, so I like to think of the
holiday season as a wonderful time to
renew and strengthen our commitment to our families, friends, neighbors and communities. As we cherish
the traditions inherited from past generations, the holiday season is also a
wonderful time to begin some new
traditions of our own.
I’m thinking particularly of the intangible gifts we can pass along to
our children and grandchildren,
whether it’s a new holiday song or
game at family gatherings or something entirely different. For many
Union County residents, that “something different” is a growing interest
in celebrating the holidays in ways
that show respect and appreciation
for our natural surroundings. It’s an
interest we share with people all over
our country and around the world.
Having a green holiday means

something different for every family.
If you live near a shopping district,
you might start buying all of your
gifts from local stores. That saves gas
money and cuts down on greenhouse
emissions, too. You might also notice
some shoppers carrying canvas totes
instead of using shopping bags from
stores. That saves an enormous
amount of waste from both paper and
plastic disposable bags. Gift cards
are another great way to reduce waste
because they ensure that your gift
will not end up in the back of the
closet.
Giving a favorite activity, such as
theatre tickets or a dinner out, is also
becoming a popular alternative. Another green holiday trick is to put
gifts in reusable boxes or bags, rather
than using disposable wrapping paper. Green gifts are perfect for greenminded friends and family. A beautiful thermal mug or a stylish reusable
water bottle can replace hundreds of
disposable beverage cups.
As we learn more about global
warming, we are also learning that
each gesture, no matter how modest,
adds up to actions that affect the quality of our air, water, and land. Cutting
down on waste and throwaways is
one of the most important traditions
that we can pass along to the next
generation.
In a season that brings so much joy
to the world, giving a bit of “green”
back to the earth is another wonderful
way we can all share in the holiday
spirit.

Prof. Lipson of Westfield
Receives Computer Award
UNION – The Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) has
awarded Stanley Lipson of Westfield
the title of senior member. ACM, an
organization of computing professionals, reserves this distinction for
veteran members who have demonstrated performance that sets them
apart from their peers. About 200
individuals worldwide, of whom less
than half are computer-science educators, have been honored.
Mr. Lipson, who is a professor of
computer science and mathematics at
Kean University, was recognized for
45 years of educational leadership in
the field of computing, as well as his
continued service to the professional
organization. Specifically, during the
early 1960s, while teaching in
Niskayuna, N.Y. and using the facilities of the General Electric Research
Laboratories, he pioneered the use of
the Basic programming language to
teach mathematics to high-school stu-

dents.
After joining the faculty of what is
now Kean University in 1966, he
helped create the first B.S. degree
program in computer science at a
state college in New Jersey. From
1975 until 1984, he chaired the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science at Kean and, from 1986
to 1994, served as faculty advisor to
Kean’s Student Chapter of ACM, a
chapter he helped form in 1973.
In 1993, Mr. Lipson was honored
by the Center for Improved Engineering and Science Education at
Stevens Institute of Technology for
his contributions and educational
leadership in New Jersey. In 2000 and
again in 2005, he acted as site director for the Greater New York Regional Programming Contest of the
ACM, and this year, on November 4,
when Kean hosted the event for the
third time in seven years, he functioned as site director emeritus.

FOR SOLDIERS IN IRAQ...Employees, family and school children pack care
items and send greeting cards, enough for 50 soldiers in Iraq. The program was
organized at Westfield law firm, LMEC.

Employees Give Thanks
And Greeting to Soldiers
WESTFIELD – Employees of the law
firm Lindabury, McCormick, Estabrook
and Cooper in Westfield donated money
and a host of comfort items to show
support for U.S. troops stationed in Iraq.
Employees packed toothpaste, toothbrushes, chapstick, deodorant, Ziploc
bags, gum, tissues, razors, non-perishable food items and hand sanitizer to the
troops.
“This war has touched many of our
lives on a very personal level,” said firm
president John Blasi. “We are just fortunate enough to be in a position to show
these men and women that we care, and
we appreciate their sacrifice.”
Employees collected enough money
and goods to prepare substantial holiday

Postmasters Say Mail Early
To the Military for Holidays
NEWARK — The Postal Service expects to handle more than 20 million
pounds of military mail this holiday season. New Jersey postal officials are, therefore, encouraging the public to send packages and letters early to service men and
women overseas, including Iraq and Afghanistan, to make sure that these important shipments reach their destination in
time for the holidays. One of the greatest
morale boosters for the troops is to receive a letter or package from home,
especially during the holidays.
Local Newark grammar school students joined postal officials to raise awareness of the upcoming dates for mailing to
the troops. To ensure delivery of holiday
cards and packages by Christmas to military APO/FPO addresses overseas, postal

officials remind the public to mail as early
as possible. For mailing deadlines, see
usps.com or visit your local post office.
All packages and mail must be addressed to individual service members, as
required by U.S. Department of Defense
regulations. For more detailed information on tracking and military mail, please
visit the Military Postal Service’s website
at hqdainet.army.mil/mpsa/
The U.S. Postal Service offers a Military Care Kit containing two Priority Mail
boxes, six Priority Mail Flat Rate boxes,
eight Priority Mail labels, one roll of
Priority Mail tape and eight customs forms
with envelopes. This kit may be ordered
by calling the USPS Expedited Package
Supply Center at 1-800-610-8734. There
is no charge for the kit.

Valley Furniture Shop
STOREWIDE SAVINGS ON

HOLIDAY GIFTS YOU’LL LOVE FOREVER

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood
Statton • E.J.Victor • D.R. Dimes • French Heritage • Hancock & Moore

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756-7623
Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday 10-9:00 • Sunday 1-5

Chair of the Family Law Department of

for directions visit our website at www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

packages for 50 Marines. The effort went
beyond firm employees, as spouses,
friends and teachers of employees’ children contributed. The firm organized a
holiday greeting-card campaign involving students in area schools.
Messages of thanks and holiday wishes
were written by first, fourth, fifth and
sixth graders to add a personal touch to
the gifts.
“Everyone has been extraordinarily
generous,” said Catherine Flynn, who
chaired the initiative and whose stepson
is stationed in Iraq. “With all that these
soldiers face, we wanted to be sure that
they knew they were not forgotten, especially at this holiday time. This is just one
small way that we can say thank you.”

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation

B. Kubick
Opticians ~ Hearing Aid Center
Serving the Westfield Community for 3 generations

110A Central Ave, Westfield (Across from Starbucks)

(908) 233-5512

modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Make your appointment today to experience for
yourself the most technically advanced hearing aid
system available, Destiny by Starkey.

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Exclusively from

Visit us on the web at: www.bkubick.com
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Holiday Celebration on Tap
At Reservation December 2

Miss KellyAnne McDonald and Thomas L. Kroeger, II

Miss KellyAnne McDonald
To Wed Thomas Kroeger, II
Ms. Kathi McDonald of Clark has
announced the engagement of her
daughter,
Miss
KellyAnne
McDonald, to Thomas L. Kroeger,
II. He is the son of Ms. Beverly
Kroeger of Livingston and the late
Thomas L. Kroeger. Miss McDonald
also is the granddaughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Ott of Colonia.
A 1998 graduate of Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, the
bride-to-be received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Elementary Education
and Mathematics from Caldwell College in Caldwell in 2003. She is employed by the Westfield Public School

St. Paul’s Church Plans
Thanksgiving Service
WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episcopal Church invites the community to
attend its Thanksgiving Day service
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, November
22. The church’s Parish and Treble
Choirs will provide special music.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield (across from the municipal
building). For more information, call
(908) 232-8506, extension no. 10.

Fanwood Lions Post
Christmas Tree Sale
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Lions Club has announced that it will
hold its annual Christmas tree sale
from Saturday, December 1, through
Christmas at LaGrande Park, located
at LaGrande Avenue and Second
Street in Fanwood.
Sale hours will be 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
on weekends and 6:30 to 9 p.m. on
weekdays. Balsams, Douglas firs and
Fraser trees will be available, along
with decorated and undecorated
wreaths.
All revenue from the sale will benefit local charities and scholarships
for local students to help them pursue their educational goals. The
Fanwood Lions Club expressed appreciation to all residents of area communities who return each year to support the organization’s endeavor.

district as a fifth-grade teacher at
Wilson Elementary School.
Her fiancé is a 1999 graduate of
Livingston High School and was
awarded a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice from
Caldwell College in 2003. He is employed by AIG in Berkeley Heights.
The couple resides in Scotch Plains
and an August 2008 wedding is
planned.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s annual Nature Craft Show
and Holiday Lights Celebration will
be held on Sunday, December 2, rain
or shine in the Watchung Reservation.
The Nature Craft Show will take
place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside. Vendors will offer
for sale various gift items with natural
themes and handmade crafts fashioned
from natural materials, including jewelry, herbal soaps, wreaths, gift baskets, pottery, carvings and country
home décor. For more details, call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670.
The Holiday Lights Celebration and
Charity Drive will be held from 2:30
to 5 p.m. at Watchung Stable, located
at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.
A mounted drill team will demonstrate its horseback riding abilities.
Santa and Mrs. Claus will visit with
children and holiday singers will perform. There also will be lead-line horse
rides, a petting zoo, children’s crafts
and refreshments. Union County police officers will be on hand for voluntary fingerprinting of school-age children, and officers will demonstrate
how the bomb squad robot works.
The lighting of a Christmas tree
and menorah will take place at 5 p.m.
Further information is available by
calling the Stable at (908) 789-3665.
Rides in a 15-passenger horse-drawn
carriage will be offered in the Loop
Playground Area of the Watchung
Reservation (weather permitting) from
1 to 4 p.m. For more information or

directions, call the Union County Department of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities at (908) 527-4900.
Free shuttle buses will connect all
three locations beginning at 2 p.m.
There will be no admission fee; however, participants are asked to bring an
item of dry or canned food or a new,
unwrapped toy to the Holiday Lights
Celebration. All donations will be distributed to the needy through local
charities.

Y’s Men to Commence
Tree Sale November 24
WESTFIELD – TheY’s Men’s Club
will again hold its annual Christmas
Tree sale and fundraising event at
Elm Street Field across from Stop
and Shop in Westfield. The lot will be
open weekdays from 3:30 to 9 p.m.
and weekends from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
from Saturday, November 24, until
Sunday, December 23.
“This year we ordered about 1,400
trees including our usual mix of
Frasers, Balsams, Douglas Firs and
Blackhills Spruce. By popular demand, we have also added some
Canaan and Concolor,” said Tom
Baker, Y’s Men’s Club president. “We
hope the community will continue to
support our 100 percent volunteer
efforts by buying more trees this year.”
For more information about volunteering or the tree sale, visit
westfieldnj.com/ysmen. The website
also describes how funds raised by
the tree sale are used to support local
youth programs and charities.

Chabad Invites Public
To Menorah Lighting
FANWOOD – Chabad of Union
County will celebrate Chanukah, the
Festival of Lights, at its annual public
menorah lighting ceremony. A ninefoot menorah will be lit on Sunday,
December 9, at 5 p.m. at the Fanwood
train station on North Avenue, off of
Martine Avenue. All are invited.
Afterwards, everyone is invited to
Chanukah festivities at the Chabad
Jewish Center at 193 South Avenue,
half a block from the train station.
The program will feature the building
of a large menorah with CLICS building blocks. Created in Belgium,
CLICS is one of the most popular
building toys in Europe and is now
being imported to the United States.
Hot latkes and doughnuts will be
served, and there will be Chanukah
crafts. For more details, call (908) 7900008, e-mail rabbi@ChabadUC.com
or visit ChabadUC.com online.

St. Michael’s Choirs
To Hold Carol Sing
CRANFORD – The Saint Michael
Adult and Children’s choirs will
present their holiday carol sing on
Sunday, December 2, at 4:30 p.m. at
Saint Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church, located at 40 Alden Street in
Cranford. Admission is free.
Besides traditional holiday hymns,
the choirs will sing works by
Rachmaninoff, Poulenc, Vittoria and
Rutter. The audience is welcome to
sing along. For more details, call
Daniel Adamczyk, music director, at
(908) 276-0360.

Personalized Video and DVD
Sports Recruiting – Family Biographies
Special Events – Video Montages
Boomerang Video – (908) 447-4594
boomervid.com

INTO THE WOODS…A horse-drawn carriage ride through the Watchung Reservation in Mountainside will be among the many highlights at the Union County
Nature Craft Show and Holiday Lights Celebration on Sunday, December 2.
Visitors also will be able to purchase nature-themed items, visit with Santa and Mrs.
Claus, enjoy holiday music and refreshments and witness the lighting of a Christmas tree and menorah. For more information, call (908) 527-4900.

Hassan Mahmood Addresses
Westfield Area Old Guard
WESTFIELD – Hassan Mahmood
was the guest speaker at the October
18 meeting of the Westfield Area Old
Guard. The Old Guard meets on
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.
Mr. Mahmood had lectured in Egypt
on history, political science, insurance and international trade before
becoming general manager of a Japanese-American corporation.
Retired and a resident of Westfield,
Mr. Mahmood is a member of the
board of trustees of the Westfield
Historical Society. He has given lectures to the Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood historical societies
on ancient Egypt, the Crusades and
Moorish Spain. Mr. Mahmood has
traveled extensively in Europe, the
Far East, Latin America and Africa
for business as well as to visit historical sites and museums.
The Westfield Area Old Guard invites men who are semi or fully retired to join the group for its weekly
meetings, which are held from September through June, for fellowship,
coffee and refreshments and guest

Enjoy a December Special Event
at Sunrise of Westfield
Please join us to meet some new friend while enjoying food and entertainment.
Meet our team, mingle with residents and tour our community.
See what we do to make our community a place seniors are proud to call home.

Please RSVP for each event, or call for more details.

Caregiver Brunch

Support Group for Caregivers
Managing Parkinson’s Disease

Sunday, December 2nd
11:00am-1:00pm

Tuesday, December 11th
7:00pm

Please join us for a buffet style brunch
and entertainment. Meet our team, tour
the community and learn about
the care and services we offer.

Please join us for an open discussion
about managing and helping
our loved ones battling
Parkinson’s disease.

speakers. The organization is celebrating its 75th anniversary this year.
For more information about the
Old Guard and its activities, interested persons may call Jack McHugh
at (908) 233-1539 or Walter Halpin at
(908) 889-2074.

Jason A. Krieger and Ms. Holly A. Droessler

Ms. Holly A. Droessler
To Marry Jason A. Krieger
Sam and Nancy Droessler of
Kieler, Wis. have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Holly A. Droessler, to Jason A.
Krieger. He is the son of Simon and
Robin Krieger of Scotch Plains.
The bride-to-be was raised in
Kieler, Wis. and graduated from
Wahlert High School in Dubuque,
Iowa in 1998. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology
from the University of WisconsinMadison in 2002.
Shortly
afterwards,
Ms.
Droessler began her studies in nursing at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee. She currently attends
the State University of New YorkBinghamton and will graduate in
May 2008 with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree.

The future bridegroom was raised
in Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1998. He
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison in
2002. Afterwards, Mr. Krieger
worked at Cintas Corporation in
Madison, Wis. and Milwaukee, Wis.
Currently he attends the Johnson
School at Cornell University in
Ithaca, N.Y. and expects to receive a
Master of Business Administration
degree in May 2009.
The couple will be married in
Madison, Wis. at Monona Terrace
and The Madison Club in May 2008.

Redeemer Posts Dates
For Holiday Boutique

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus (K of C) are
collecting brand new, unwrapped toys
on behalf of the children of St.
Joseph’s Social Service Center, coalition to the homeless in Elizabeth.
Donations can be dropped off weekdays after 4 p.m. at the Knights hall at
37 South Avenue in Garwood, opposite PathMark. Parking is available
behind the hall off of Willow Avenue.
Individuals are asked to use the side
door entrance.
On weekends, those wishing to donate are asked to call the Knights hall
first. Monetary donations should be
made payable to the Garwood K of C
Toy Drive. The Knights ask that no toy
guns or toys depicting violence be
donated. For more details, call the
Knights at (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran Church and School will
sponsor its first “holiday boutique”
on Saturday, December 1, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, December
2, from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
Among the merchandise for sale
will be handmade crafts such as quilts,
knitted and crocheted items, jewelry,
embroidered goods and gift selections. Representatives from companies like Pampered Chef and Arbonne
International also will be on hand.
Multiple raffle ticket drawings will
be held, with prizes provided by local
businesses. Refreshments also will
be available.
The Redeemer Lutheran Church
and School is located on the corner of
Clark Street and Cowperthwaite Place
in Westfield, opposite Roosevelt Intermediate School. For additional information, call the church at (908)
232-1592.

Knights Collect Toys
For Needy Children

Hanukkah Luncheon
To Be Held at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hold a Hanukkah
luncheon complete with brisket, latkes
and all the trimmings on Monday,
December 3, at 11 a.m.
Musical performer Tuvia will provide holiday music. Advance registration is required by Wednesday,
November 28. The cost is $7.50 for
JCC members and $8.50 for nonmembers. The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Families Are Invited
To ‘Lunch With Santa’

A WORLD VIEW…Hassan Mahmood of Westfield speaks to the Westfield Area
Old Guard October 18. A native of Egypt, Mr. Mahmood has traveled to Europe,
the Far East, Latin America and Africa and has lectured to local organizations on
various historical topics. Open to retired and semi-retired men, the Old Guard
meets on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host “Lunch with Santa” on
Sunday, December 9, from 12:30 to 2
p.m. at the Main “Y” facility, located
at 220 Clark Street in Westfield. Families are invited to have lunch together
and children will be able to visit with
Santa.
Advance ticket purchase is highly
recommended and can be done at any
Westfield Area “Y” location. All proceeds will benefit the 2008 Strong
Kids Campaign. For more information, call the Welcome Center at the
Main “Y” facility at (908) 233-2700.

Thinking about locking-in
your heating oil price?
Talk to Petro first.
Switch to the Petro Ceiling Plan and protect your oil price now.
The Petro Ceiling Plan can help you protect your oil price now and hopefully
take advantage of lower oil prices in the future.

Serving our neighbors for over 100 years.
Petro is the country’s leading provider of home heating oil, so we can support all of your
heating and cooling needs better than any other oil company. Plus, we live and work
where you do, so we’re always here when you need us — 24/7, all year.
For more information on how we can help you with your
home heating needs, call 866.526.8822.

Sunrise of Westfield

908-317-3030

Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

petro.com
Ceiling Plan requires automatic delivery. Subject to credit approval and change without notice; additional terms and conditions may apply. Nassau Lic. No. H3600630000.
Suffolk Lic. Nos. 3134-P, 2901-RE. NYC Lic. No. 678944. CT Lic. No. S1-386512/HOD-183. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2007 Petro. P_07165
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We Should Count Blessings,
Not Things We Do Not Have

Rotary Posts Dates
For Luminary Sales
FANWOOD – The Scotch PlainsFanwood Rotary Club will hold its
luminary sale at the Fanwood Department of Public Works, located at
1 Manfra Way off of North Avenue.
The sale will take place as follows:
Saturday, December 8, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, December 15 and 16 and December 22 and
23, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Monday,
December 24, 9 a.m. to noon.
A tradition dating to the 1500s in
Mexico, luminary candles are ordinary candles placed in a bag held
steady by sand. People would place
the illuminated bags alongside their
walkways to symbolize the road to
Bethlehem.
Candles are 50 cents apiece. The
Rotary Club recommends that customers bring a bucket to collect the
sand that will be provided adjacent to
the building. An average home requires about 30 to 40 candles spaced
approximately three feet apart. For
more information, call Neil Schembre
at (908) 889-9500.

petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God” (Philippians 4:6). Paul
wrote with an expectation that God was
with him no matter what his circumstance, giving him what was needed for
the day. As a result, Paul’s life resonated with joyful thanksgiving.
Typical of many immigrants, my
wife’s grandmother gave thanks for
what she had while seeking an even
better life for herself and her family.
When her children came home from
school each afternoon, the first thing
they had to do was to sit down at the
kitchen table to teach Ma everything
they had learned that day, from English to math. Her children grew up
with solid educations that led to productive occupations. Her grandchildren all graduated from college, something that may have seemed impossible to everyone but this woman filled
with an attitude of thanksgiving.
More than just for a day, I pray that
your life is filled with an attitude of
thanksgiving whatever your circumstance. We can be content with what
God has blessed us, and not worry
about the things we don’t have, for
God’s never-ending love is for each
of us, too.
*******
The Reverend Kritsch will begin his
20th anniversary December 1 as pastor of the Redeemer Lutheran Church,
229 Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

Thrift Shop to Feature
Gift Items For Holidays
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that its thrift
shop, located at 1730 East Second
Street in Scotch Plains, will now focus on holiday gift items.
Women’s sweaters, along with toys
and dolls, have been relocated to another section of the store. Beginning
Tuesday, November 27, the center
table in the main room will be completely filled with brand new items
suitable for gift giving.
Hundreds of items will be on display. New merchandise selections,
chosen by Christmas Boutique Chairman Donna Kuhn, will be available.
Most of the items are still in their
original packaging. Prices start at $1.
Because of the large inventory, items
will be replenished daily as space
permits. The sale will continue until
the shop closes on Saturday, December 22, for the holidays. It will reopen
on Tuesday, January 2.
The shop’s “Designer Corner” rack
features holiday dresses and fur coats.
Store hours are 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday. For more information
or directions, call the shop at (908)
322-5420 during business hours.

Scouts’ Mitten Tree Project
To Be Part of Tree Lighting
WESTFIELD – The Girl Scouts
of Westfield are asking local residents to donate new mittens, gloves,
hats, scarves and socks to their Mitten Tree collection to benefit homeless men, women and children.
The scouts will be present with
their Mitten Tree collection box at
Westfield’s annual Tree Lighting ceremony to be held at 5 p.m. on Sunday,
December 2, at the North Avenue
side of the Westfield train station.
Participants are asked to look for
the Mitten Tree collection box to the
right of the stage as they are facing
the tree from North Avenue.
In addition to Girl Scouts on hand
for the event, the Girl Scout flag and
Mitten Tree signs will indicate the
location of the collection box. Now
in its 15th year, this collection pro-

gram will provide winter items for
distribution among four local organizations that serve the homeless.
Visitors are invited to speak to the
Girl Scouts at the Mitten Tree collection about their experiences in
scouting. Additionally, special Girl
Scout treats will be available along
with Girl Scout literature describing
the many opportunities open to girls
and young women through the Girl
Scout organization.
The Westfield Girl Scouts are part
of the Girl Scouts of Washington
Rock Council. Based in Westfield,
the council serves 24 communities
in three counties, among them Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside,
Garwood, Berkeley Heights and
Westfield. The council is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year.
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– Obituaries –
Marion Rogers, 95, Loving Homemaker;
Was Member of Several Area Churches

By REVEREND PAUL KRITSCH

She was just a young woman, a
wife for a few years with a little son in
tow and another on the way. Tired of
the many wars that swept across Europe all too frequently, she and her
husband had decided that they needed
a fresh start in the New World.
Never again would they see their
relatives and friends. A small trunk
contained all that they could bring,
only their most precious belongings,
including a porcelain plaque carefully wrapped for the journey. Written in their native German, the plaque
reads in English, “Be content with
what God has blessed you. Don’t
worry about the things you don’t
have.” My wife and I now have that
plaque in our living room, for the
young woman who came to the United
States over a century ago was my
wife’s grandmother.
In his Church Dogmatics, theologian Karl Barth wrote, “Grace and
gratitude belong together like heaven
and earth. Grace evokes gratitude like
the voice an echo.” More than just a
concept or proper etiquette or a special day, giving thanks is an attitude
that should permeate a person’s life
because so does God’s love.
If gratitude doesn’t fill us, then
even the most eloquent thank you
note rings hollow. Without an attitude
of thanks, a person’s life all too easily
becomes one long political ad, filled
with sarcastic critiques about how
bad everything is, with no plan about
how to change anything for the better.
While in prison for his faith, St. Paul
wrote, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and

Thursday, November 22, 2007

DISTINGUISHED VOLUNTEER…Sherry Cronin presents Roger Love with the
Rotary Club of Westfield’s H. Emerson Thomas Volunteer Award. Mr. Love, the
owner of Century 21 Taylor and Love of Westfield, was honored November 6 along
with Ruth B. Smith and David Holtz as recipients of the club’s Community Awards.
These awards recognize outstanding service to the community. The Rotary Club of
Westfield meets on Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. for lunch at the Westfield Area “Y.”

Rotary Club Salutes Three
With Community Awards
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield has recognized three individuals with its Community Awards,
which were announced November 6
by Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the Westfield Downtown Corporation and chairman of the Rotary Club’s
Awards Committee.
Roger Love, owner of Century 21
Taylor and Love Realtors in Westfield,
received the H. Emerson Thomas Volunteer Award. Named for a former
Westfield mayor and past president of
the Rotary Club of Westfield, the award
recognizes a Rotarian for exceptional
volunteer work in the community.
A fourth-generation Westfield resident, Mr. Love has been president of
the Westfield Board of Realtors and
the Greater Union County Association of Realtors and now serves on
the latter organization’s board of directors.
As a volunteer, he has served twice
as general chairman of the United
Fund campaign. He also has been
president of the Westfield Area “Y”
board of directors and currently sits
on that board. Mr. Love is a trustee of
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
and a former trustee of the Education
Fund of Westfield.
He has been an active member of the
Rotary Club of Westfield for the past
20 years, is a Paul Harris Fellow and
won the Rotary Club of Westfield’s
Humanitarian of the Year Award.
The Jimmy Coventry Vocational
Award was presented to Ruth B.
Smith, executive director for the past
17 years of the Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Corporation. This
award, named for a past Westfield
Rotary Club president and Paul Harris Fellow, goes to a non-Rotarian
who does exceptional volunteer work
in the community. Prior to her current
position, Ms. Smith ran the Neighborhood Improvement Association, a
non-profit corporation that improved
houses in Westfield.
On the volunteer side, she serves
on the board of New Jersey Connect,
Inc. in Westfield and the Freeman
Apartments in Springfield, both of
which provide housing for physically
impaired adults. She also sits on the

Mid-Day Musicales Set
To Return November 28
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, has announced
the beginning of its Mid-Day Musicales concerts for the season of Advent with a program by violinist Jorge
Avila and pianist Steven Huter on
Wednesday, November 28, at noon.
These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $5 in the church
social hall, located in the Patton Auditorium.
The November 28 program will
include works by Mozart, Ravel, and
Fritz Kreisler.
For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

board of the New Jersey Association
of Homes and Services for the Aging
(NJAHSA).
Ms. Smith was honored with the
highest award this year from the
NJAHSA – the 2007 Distinguished
Service Award. She also won the Dr.
Herbert Shore Outstanding Mentor
Award from the American Association of Homes and Services for the
Aging.
David Foltz was awarded the Rotary Club Community Volunteer of
the Year Award. This award may go to
either a Rotarian or a non- Rotarian
who does exceptional volunteer work
in the community.
A Certified Public Accountant and
attorney, Mr. Foltz works at the
Westfield firm of Buttermore and
Foltz, handling trusts and estates. He
also does pro bono work as an attorney for The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, the September 11th Memorial Park Committee and for the
Westfield Historical Society’s Reeve
House Project.
An active volunteer in town, Mr.
Foltz is co-chairing the Westfield
United Way Annual Campaign with
his wife, Cyrene. He is treasurer of
the Friends of Mindowaskin Park, the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation,
of which he also serves on the board
of directors, and the Foundation for
the Support of Psychoanalytic Education and Research at the New York
University School of Medicine.
Additionally, he is past treasurer of
PANDA and the Presbyterian Nursery School and past president and
treasurer of the Westfield Jaycees.
Mr. Foltz is a ruling elder of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, a
soccer coach, Boy Scout merit badge
counselor and head chef for Boy Scout
Troop 72’s Erincliff Island summer
camp in Ontario, Canada. He has
been a member of the Rotary Club of
Westfield for five years.

Librarian to Spotlight
Genealogy Databases
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will learn about computerized genealogy research at its monthly
meeting on Tuesday, November 27,
beginning at 8 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.
Jenny Lichtenwalner, a research
librarian at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, will bring her laptop computer to the meeting and show genealogical databases. These databases
can assist individuals in tracing their
family tree.
Computers are available for conducting research at the library, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. Additionally, librarians are on hand to
assist patrons in researching their individual genealogy.
The Scotch Hills Country Club is
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road. Refreshments and
fellowship will follow the program.
For more information, call Richard
Bousquet, historical society president,
at (908) 232-1199.

Marion Charlotte Rogers (nee
Boyce), 95, of Westfield, devoted
wife for 69 years of the late Howard
Rogers, died peacefully among family members at home on Thursday,
November 15.
A native of Elizabeth, she devoted
her life to being a homemaker.
Mrs. Shaw was a childhood member of the Second Presbyterian
Church in Elizabeth, a member of
Townley Church in Union and later a
member of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield.
Her husband predeceased her in
2000.
Surviving are two sons and their
wives, Thomas and Sherry (Williams)
Rogers and David Rogers and Nancy
Priest, all of Westfield, and her grandchildren and their spouses, Diane
(Rogers) and Brian Meyer of Virginia

Beach, Va., Craig and Karen
(Nicodemus) Rogers of Clinton, N.J.,
Megan Rogers of Allen, Tex., Lindsay Rogers of Asheville, N.C. and
Joshua Rogers of Westfield. She also
was blessed with great-grandchildren
Sarah, Ashley, Kirsten, Peter, Brody,
Logan, Tanner, Dante and Lily.
An interment service was held on
Monday, November 19, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield. A memorial
service will be arranged at a later
date.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield-Choir Fund, 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
November 22, 2007

Warren Whitcombe, 82, WPD Retiree;
Earned Purple Heart In World War II
Warren L. “Butch” Whitcombe, 82,
of Brick died on Saturday, November
17, in Brick.
Born in Westfield, he had lived
there for 70 years before moving to
Brick 12 years ago.
Mr. Whitcombe was employed with
the Westfield Police Department for
more than 25 years and was a former
local PBA president. After retiring
from the police force, he had worked
for Westfield Wine and Liquors prior
to retiring to Brick.
He served in the United States Army
infantry during World War II and spent
time in France and England. Mr.
Whitcombe received a Purple Heart
for wounds suffered in battle in
France.
His wife, Mary C. Whitcombe, predeceased him in June. He also was

predeceased by an infant daughter in
1956.
Surviving are three daughters, Mary
Ann Tallman of Mesa, Ariz. and
Patricia Barry and Diane Whitcombe,
both of Brick; a son, Warren “Bubba”
Whitcombe of Brick, and five grandchildren.
Funeral services were set for
Wednesday, November 21, at the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield, with burial at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
November 22, 2007

Jean Shaw

John J. Hayden, Jr., 99, of Fanwood
died on Saturday, October 20, at his
home.
Born in Jersey City, he had lived in
Plainfield prior to moving to Fanwood
in 1962.
Mr. Hayden was a retired insurance executive, having worked with
Chubb in New York City and Murray
Hill for many years before retiring.
His wife, Agnes Kenny Hayden,
predeceased him in 2006.
Private arrangements are by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

Jean Shaw of Newtown, Pa. died
on Thursday, November 15, at the
Pickering Manor Nursing Home in
Newtown.
Born in Newark, she lived in
Westfield before moving to Newtown
10 years ago.
Mrs. Shaw had been a secretary for
Thomas & Associates in Westfield
for many years, retiring in 1990. She
was a member of the Westfield Chapter of Hadassah.
Her husband, Daniel Shaw, predeceased her.
Surviving are a daughter, Robin
Leto; a son, David Shaw, and four
grandchildren.
Graveside services were held on
Monday, November 19, at Graceland
Memorial Park in Kenilworth.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.

November 22, 2007

November 22, 2007

John J. Hayden, Jr., 99

Community News

NAMI Meeting to Feature
Distinguished Psychiatrist
AREA – NAMI (National Alliance
on Mental Illness) of Union County
will offer a free presentation on Tuesday, November 27. Dr. Vasudev
Makhija, a board certified psychiatrist with a practice in Linden, will be
the guest speaker.
Dr. Makhija will address a variety
of topics related to mental illness,
including medications, treatments and
current issues and problems. A question-and-answer session will follow.
A psychiatrist for more than 25
years, Dr. Makhija is a Diplomate of
the American Board of Psychiatry
and Neurology, with hospital privileges at Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth
and Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital-Rahway.
He has been elected to the status of
Distinguished Fellow of the American Psychiatric Association and is
past president of the Tri-County Chap-

ter of the New Jersey Psychiatric
Association.
Dr. Makhija currently is clinical associate professor at the Seton Hall University School of Graduate Medical
Education and is on the Council of the
New Jersey Psychiatric Association.
Since January of this year, Dr.
Makhija has been appointed as a
member of the Union County Mental
Health Advisory Board. He is chairman of the Program Committee and
co-chairman of the International Psychiatry Committee of the New Jersey
Psychiatric Association. Additionally,
he is an alternate delegate from the
Union County Medical Society to the
Medical Society of New Jersey.
The program will begin at 7:30
p.m. at the Osceola Presbyterian
Church, 1689 Raritan Road in Clark.
For more information, call (908) 2331628. Refreshments will be served.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

JULIETTE’S BIRTHDAY…Newly formed Daisy Troop No. 206 of Coles Elementary School in Scotch Plains celebrated the October 31 birthday of Juliette
“Daisy” Low, founder of the American Girl Scout organization. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Back row, Kaitlyn Cheung, Anna Gordon, Amanda Toupence,
Jacqueline Ayers, Lilly Higgins and Molly St. Onge, and front row, Rosanna
Colella, Jennifer Fleck, Sarah Wallace, Jacquelyn Coyne, Jadie Pearl and Victoria
Savoca. Pamela Savoca is leader and Katheryn Chicella is co-leader of the troop.

Hillside Cemetery
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,
whether it be for burial or cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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WILLIAMS, D’AGOSTARO SNAG TOUCHDOWN PASSES

S. Plainfield Footballers Stall
SPF Raiders in Semi’s, 16-14
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three key fourth-quarter defensive
plays determined the outcome in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinal playoff game between the fourthseeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team and eighthseeded South Plainfield in Scotch
Plains on November 17. The Tigers
took advantage of a stripped ball and
scored the go-ahead touchdown (TD)
midway through the quarter then added
two sacks and an interception to upset
the Raiders, 16-14, to advance to its
first sectional final since 1988.
Tiger fullback Kyle McMahon galloped 165 yards on 25 carries and
provided the go-ahead touchdown
(TD) in the third quarter. Raider
Kameron Williams returned a kickoff

51-yards and followed with a threeyard (TD) reception in the second
quarter. Raider quarterback Mike
Chervenyak had 12 completions for
178-yards and engineered an impressive scoring drive in the fourth quarter that concluded with a 22-yard TD
pass to J.J. D’Agostaro.
“I’m very proud of this group of
kids. In all of my years of coaching,
it’s one of the real fun groups I’ve
coached; I told them that. I told them
they had nothing to be ashamed of
because we played hard. There are so
many things that you can’t control
that can happen in a game and today,
South Plainfield was better than us,”
said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “They made one or two
more plays than us and that is what it
comes down to in football.”

The 7-3 Tigers drew first blood in
the second quarter when Troy Russell
nailed a 27-yard field goal. On the
ensuing kickoff, Williams scampered
51-yards to the Tiger three-yard line.
On the next play, behind some excellent blocking, Williams rolled in for
the TD. John Domanski split the uprights to give the Raiders a 7-3 edge at
the half.
“We got the ball back with roughly
two minutes left. They were leaving
the middle of the field wide open all
day bringing the linebackers, so we
exploited that. We went across the
field, sprang a screen, which worked
beautifully. Great block by Alleman
on that and we were able to punch it
in,” explained D’Agostaro on
William’s TD run.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEING BROUGHT DOWN AFTER A FINE RECEPTION…Blue Devil fullback Ryan Brand, No. 22, gets brought to the
turf after making an eight-yard reception against the top-seeded Piscataway Chiefs.

DUGAN RECOVERS FUMBLE, WILT HAS 25 YD CATCH

No. 7 Piscataway Chiefs Stop
Blue Devil Footballers, 31-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Remarkable defense and a variety
of successful offensive plays allowed
the No. 7 Piscataway High School
Chiefs football team to glide to a 310 victory over Westfield in the semifinal round of the North Jersey, Group
4, Section 2 playoffs in Piscataway
on November 17.

The 10-0 Chiefs harvested 412
yards total offense, while their defense limited the 6-4 Blue Devils to
106 total yards – 54 rushing and 52 in
the air. Chief quarterback Rashon
Cooper completed 14 of 23 attempts
for 225 yards, including touchdown
(TD) passes of 54 yards to Coleman
Peteet and 39 yards to Jeremy
Crayton. Peteet, who also had a 50-

yard reception, finished with seven
receptions for 155 yards.
“They were loaded! They were
definitely the best team we’ve seen
all year by far. There weren’t any
weaknesses on that team. That’s for
sure,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Jim DeSarno. “They are the one seed.
They are undefeated. They proved it
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

AILEEN GROGAN TOOK 2ND IN CONFERENCE MEET

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING FOR A RAIDER TOUCHDOWN…Raider running back Kameron Williams, No. 11, bolts towards the left
sidelines and ends up with a 51-yard kickoff return. Moments later, Williams hauled in quarterback Mike Chervenyak’s
three-yard TD pass.

STANEK LED IN GOALS, HERNANDEZ LED IN ASSISTS

Raider Boys Finished in Style
With 14th UCT Soccer Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not everything was a bowl of cherries this season but the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School boys soccer
team came up smelling like a rose and
finished in style with a 4-0 shellack-

ing of Elizabeth to claim the Union
County Tournament (UCT) championship in its final game of the year.
Despite forfeiting two games, that
they had previously won, due to an
NJSIAA red card violation and finishing with an 11-9-2 record, the Raiders

presented Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
with his 12th UCT championship, 14th
overall for the boys’ team. Coach
Breznitsky’s career record rose to 554132-41, placing him among the topfive in varsity boys soccer wins in New
Jersey history.
Even with 14 returning seniors, the
Raiders had a rocky beginning, with
tough 1-0, losses to Westfield and
Elizabeth, and kept hovering around
the .500 mark until they knocked off
state-ranked Bridgewater-Raritan and
Kearny.
“The beginning of the year, we
were hampered by a variety of things.
Brian Hessemer, in a scrimmage, had
a bad ankle sprain and missed the first
five games,” commented Breznitsky.
“We weren’t clicking. Nothing went
right. We out-shot opponents but we
couldn’t capitalize on our opportunities. The first time we played Elizabeth we out-shot them 18-2 and we
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Blue Devil Girls Finish, 9-0,
In X-Country, Look Forward
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As it had for many years, the
Westfield High School (WHS) girls
cross country team fielded a wave of
70 or more and used those numbers to
make strong showings at the invitational, conference and county meets.
With another 9-0, regular-season
record, which includes a victory over
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF),
the girls’ program has amassed a 21070 record since 1980.
The strength of the pack led the
WHS girls to the Watchung Conference title on the 3.19-mile course at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 18. The Blue Devils had a team
total of 42, while the SPF Raiders,
running with only six girls, totaled
45. The Raiders won the title in 2006.
The leader of the Blue Devil pack,
Aileen Grogan, did her part in determining the outcome by finishing second, ahead of the Raiders’ second
runner, Cassy Valdes. Blue Devil TriCaptain Rose Driscoll finished fifth
and Bridget Grogan came in 10th.
What sealed the deal was that the
Blue Devils’ no. 4-5-6 and seven runners (Rebecca Castaldo, Tessa Schaaf,
Allie Lowenstein and Alexis
Constantine) finished 11-12-13-14
ahead of the Raiders’ no. 5 runner.
In recent years, the Union County
meet has been getting more competitive and it showed when A.L. Johnson
skimmed the Raiders by a tiebreaker

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
David B. Corbin (SPF/Irvington files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NUMBER 1 IN SOCCER…Raider senior defensive midfielder Brian Hessemer
was named the No. 1 Union County Player and First Team All-State/All-Group
(coaches poll).

Best Wishes to everyone
for a day of sharing
and giving thanks
for all our blessings
Regards,
Hye-Young Choi
COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext. 165
(908) 301-2015 - Direct
hye-young@att.net
© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

to win the title and the Blue Devils
finished fifth. Aileen Grogan crossed
20th but six of the seven Blue Devils
finished in a very tight pack.
“The varsity’s fifth-place finish was
a disappointment in that we should
have been more aggressive but the
county has improved greatly,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish.
The varsity placed fifth in the Group
4 State Sectional Meet qualifying for
the Group Championships. WHS has
qualified for the Groups successfully
since 1984.
“Our achievement this year was
due to the depth and talent of the team
as our sixth runner broke the tie between Westfield and Phillipsburg,”
said coach Hornish.
The Blue Devil varsity placed 20th
at the Group Meet in Holmdel.
Since the perennially strong
Cranford girls now compete in the

Mountain Valley Conference, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, who snapped the
Blue Devils’ streak in 2003 at 88
straight, remains as the Blue Devils’
toughest competitor for the regularseason meets.
“Our victory over Scotch PlainsFanwood was probably the most important dual meet this season,” said
coach Hornish.
Other key varsity runners were Meg
Pulliam and Christina Obiajulu.
Fine performances by the freshmen and junior varsity (JV) teams
indicate that the Blue Devils will continue to be a force at the conference,
county, invitational and group meet
levels. The freshmen and JVs won
their respective conference and county
titles. Alex Frankel was the freshman
individual winner. Freshman Alyssa
Hatch won county title and Liz
McCarthy won the JV individual title.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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Devil’s Den

Has It Really Been 25 Years
Since Final Game For ‘GK’?
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHIEFS KEYING ON A GOOD RUNNING BACK…The Piscataway Chiefs’ defense keyed on Blue Devil running back
Ricardo Johnson, No. 31, all afternoon.

No. 7 Piscataway Chiefs Footballers Stop
Blue Devils, 31-0, in Sectional Semifinals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

today. Well-coached team! They
were very disciplined. They did everything well, special teams, offense,
defense, all facets of the game. We
knew going in. We weren’t surprised
by that at all.”
It was, however, senior tailback
Barry Garrard, the Chiefs’ all-time
leading rusher who set the stage for a
rough outing for the Blue Devils’
defense. Garrard carried 12 times in
the first half for 119 yards and scored
the first two TDs of the afternoon
with sprints of 23 yards and five yards,
which also made him the Chiefs’ alltime leading scorer. He added 22 more
rushing yards in the second half before being rested.
“This is a good football program
and he is the all-time leading rusher.
There is not much more to say about
him,” DeSarno said of Garrard. “They
were enormous up front. You can
hardly see him then he pops through
because you can’t tackle him. As much
as he is fast and elusive, he’s strong.”
Blue Devil quarterback Tony
DiIorio completed seven of 15 passes
for 52 yards and was intercepted once
in the first half and again in the second half by Justin Blake at the
Westfield 20 that set up Chief Anthony Tillman’s TD run on the very
next play. The Chiefs’ defense zeroed

in on running back Ricardo Johnson
and held him to just five yards on 10
carries. Senior running back Malcolm
Allen had more success with 43 yards
on 13 carries. Wide receiver Chris
Sheehan had three receptions for 15
yards and wide receiver John Wilt
had a 25-yard reception. Fullback
Ryan Brand had an eight-yard reception, while Johnson and Allen each
had receptions of two yards.
The Chiefs took the opening kickoff
and marched 67 yards on six plays,
ending with Garrard’s 23-yard TD
sprint with 9:35 left in the quarter. The
point after failed. On the Blue Devils’
second possession, DiIorio’s pass was
deflected and Chief James White intercepted at the Piscataway 48.
The Blue Devils’ next possession
went nowhere. Joe Vall-Llobera’s punt
out of the end zone was partially
blocked and went out of bounds at the
14. Four plays later, with 10:00 left in
the half, Garrard rolled in for the TD.
The two-point conversion failed.
DiIorio put together a 9-play 42yard drive, which included receptions
to Wilt and Brand, but the march
stalled at the Chiefs’ 23. Late in the
quarter, defensive end John Dugan
prevented any further damage by recovering a Chiefs’ fumble on the
Westfield 46.

More bad news for Westfield came
early in the third quarter when Cooper
fired long to Peteet, who completed
the 54-yard TD play with 9:12 left in
the quarter to put the Chiefs ahead 180. It got even worse one minute later
when Justin Blake intercepted
DiIorio’s pass on the Westfield 20 and
the Chiefs ran it in on the first offensive play to make the score 24-0.
The Blue Devils then put their best
drive together, marching from their
own 33 to the Chiefs’ eight before
three pass attempts fell incomplete.
The Chiefs answered with a 50-yard
completion to Peteet and finished the
scoring with Cooper’s 39-yard TD
pass to Crayton. The point after was
good.
“We couldn’t move the ball effectively. If you got to throw to beat
them, you can’t do it. They are a
better football team. Our juniors and
sophomores got a good look at the
blue print for success,” said DeSarno.
The Blue Devils will host Plainfield
today, Thanksgiving Day, November
22, in the annual Turkey Day shootout.
“Our seniors want to go out with a
win,” said DeSarno. “We will work
hard and try to get Plainfield on
Thanksgiving!”
Westfield
Piscataway
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its November 15, 2007 meeting for the
following applications heard at its October
15, 2007 meeting.
Primavera Parkview, LLC, 307 Woods
End Road, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a side porch contrary to Section
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
David & Patricia Cilo, 729 Coolidge
Street, Applicant seeks permission to construct a first floor addition and a new second floor addition contrary to Section
11.09E6 and 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved with deed
restriction.
Kathleen I. Alvarado, 1317 Pine Grove
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a new home utilizing a small
portion of the existing home contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVILS’ KEY RECEIVER…Blue Devil wide receiver Chris Sheehan, No.
5, had three receptions against the Chiefs.

Kathleen Shannon, 420 Birch Avenue,
Applicant seeks permission to convert an
existing screened porch into a finished
room contrary to Section 12.04E1 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Ralph Rapuano, 953 Wyandotte Trail,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
house contrary to Section 11.05E7 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Philip & Nicole Cara, 648 Fairmont
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a second floor, bedroom/closet
addition above the existing one story garage contrary to Section 11.07E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Cathy & Steven Tabak, 1031 Wyandotte Trail, Applicant seeks permission to
install an in ground pool, reposition a retention wall, and install additional paving
in the backyard contrary to Section 12.04G
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
denied.
Nizar Souayah, 220 N. Chestnut
Street, Applicant seeks permission to construct a two story addition contrary to Section 11.06E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.
Ashok Roe and Nadini Sharma, 66
Westbrook Road, Applicant seeks permission to construct two single story additions contrary to section 12.03D of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Peter & Lisa Vieites, 723 Clark Street,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
one story addition at the rear of the house,
second floor addition above the existing
garage and a front foyer enclosure, contrary to Section 11.09E6 and 12.03D of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Angela Russell, 451 Edgewood Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct two attic dormers and to convert an
existing garage into a family room contrary
to Sections 11.09E6 and 12.04E1 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application denied.
Eric & Gail Friedman, 9 Settlers Lane,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
second floor addition over the existing
garage and a first floor addition on the rear
of the house contrary to Section 11.07E5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 11/22/07, The Leader Fee: $74.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Rushing yards (game): 253 Butch Woolfolk (vs. Montclair),
251 Bob Wolfgang (vs. Dayton), 248 Doug Murphy (vs. Gov.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 14th day of
December, 2007 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at ten o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:
The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 14th day of December, 2007 together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2007.
The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.
Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.
The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.
At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 14th day of December, 2007, exclusive of the lien for the year
2007 are as listed below:
Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes
Westfield, New Jersey
Location of
Property Address
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Owner

Block
& Lot

Amount Due
Dec. 14, 2007

382 Orenda Circle
Primavera Parkview, L.L.C.
401/18
$ 733.82
405 Quantuck Lane
Holzer, Eric
403/19
$ 7,078.01
848 North Avenue West Menza, John
906/31
$ 2,677.66
440 West Broad Street Centennial Lodge #400 IBOP Elks 2512/27
$ 886.72
444 West Broad Street
Centennial Lodge IBPO Elks 2512/28
$ 3,096.79
1144 South Avenue West Mormile Brothers
2606/1
$17,513.05
210 Palsted Avenue
Lark, Morris G. & Carolyn
2707/40
$ 2,308.83
625 West Broad Street
Ecker, Mildred
2819/1.01
$ 6,939.26
240-244 North Avenue W. Jade Westfield Realty, LLC
3116/14 $ 13,536.65
401 Elmer Street South
Mormile, Anthony & John
3201/5
$ 10,551.75
727 Central Avenue
PATEL, Hasmukh S-Patel, Mahendra C. 4001/98 $ 3,902.91
202-220 Cacciola Place BLM Realty Co
4002/1
$ 1,383.22
251 Windsor Avenue
Richardson, Gary L.
4004/32
$ 514.88
644 Central Avenue
Barbato, Fabio
4101/10
$ 3,231.27
679 Rahway Avenue
Eadie, J. Donald
4206/18
$ 3,241.25
58 Westbrook Road
Nogan, Joseph & Joanna
4301/19 $ 10,076.37
1010 Seward Avenue
Isbrecht, Richard W.
4604/2
$ 9,841.92
531 Grove Street West
Vavquez, Israel
4702/1
$ 6,237.91
154 Summit Court
Kania, Joseph & Suzanne
5504/17
$ 6,064.65
1717 Boulevard
Snider, A. Est of c/o Denman 5607/21
$ 8,235.19

4 T - 11/15, 11/22, 11/29 & 12/6/07, The Leader

How time does fly. Here we are, on the eve of the
103rd meeting of the Westfield Blue Devils — and the
25th anniversary of the final game of Gary Kehler’s
coaching career — and the Plainfield Cardinals. This
appears to be the second-oldest rivalry in the entire state,
behind Millville vs. Vineland, and just ahead of Easton
(Pa.) vs. Phillipsburg.
WHS comes into the game with a 6-4 record after last
Saturday’s 31-0 loss to Piscataway in the North 2 Group
4 semifinals. Plainfield brings a three-game win streak
into the game. The Cardinals’ season turned around when
Tyrone Johnson became the starting quarterback. The 6foot-3 freshman, one of the premier basketball-playing
freshmen in the state, turned around a rudderless 0-6
team. But it should be noted that those three wins came
against 1-8 Linden, 2-8 Bridgewater-Raritan and 2-7 J.P.
Stevens, which have a combined record of 5 wins and 23
losses, and two of them were by three points.
This is also the 25th anniversary of the final game of
Gary Kehler’s legendary coaching career. November 25,
1982 was a beautiful crisp, early winter day with more
than 10,000 fans packed into Hub Stine Field. But WHS,
whose starters included a senior quarterback named Roger
Brewster and a junior defensive tackle named Ken Miller,
dropped a 21-3 decision to wrap up a 5-4 season and give
“G.K.” a 22-year record of 171 wins, 26 losses and 7 ties.
WHS leads the series 51-44-7, including a 17-7 victory
a year ago. This is also the 68th year that the game has
been scheduled for Thanksgiving Day (note: Plainfield
has been known to postpone the game for “weather”
conditions). The first Turkey Day meeting was in 1944,
with a 12-0 victory capping a 10-0 campaign for Joe
Freeman’s North 2 Group 3 championship team.
Today is also the final game at Kehler Stadium for an
outstanding group of seniors, led by captains Malcolm
Allen, John Dugan, Scott Newman and Ryan Scanlon,
and including Adam Bergo, Ryan Brand, John DiIorio,
Alex Falk, Josh Gribbin, Don Martinez, Manny Mills,
Charlie Read, Ricky Ruhl, Danny Selert, Pat Stanley,
Joe Vall-Llobera, Tom Wansaw, Mike Wikander and
John Wilt.
Now the question is, will 96 hours be enough time to
forget the Piscataway game and get ready for tomorrow?
For many of the WHS seniors, this will be their final
football game. And tomorrow’s game is the one that will
be remembered and talked about the most of any game,
because it is the final one.
Saturday’s loss to Piscataway was pretty simple to
break down. The WHS offense was unable to maintain
possession and keep its defense off the field. And the
defense could not contain the jitter-bugging Barry
Garrard, who became the Chiefs’ all-time scoring leader
with his first-period touchdown, or the passing of Rashon
Cooper.
(It is once again difficult for The Den to understand
the Piscataway coach being all buddy-buddy with the
WHS athletic director and football coaches both before
and after the game, while having his starting quarterback
throw a 50-yard-plus touchdown pass with six minutes
left in a game that was already well over at 24-0. If The
Den was coaching, there would not have been the hypocrisy of any post-game hand-slap line.)
One thing that is difficult for The Den to deal with is
the idea that Piscataway is some kind of super, uber team
and just “too athletic” for a good team like Westfield. As
we’ve said many times before, that is purely mind over
matter. There is no way that Piscataway team compares
with the Union, Montclair and Plainfield teams of the
mid- to late-1970s. And WHS had no major problem
with any of those teams. And this WHS team is no less
talented than most of those WHS teams (except 1977).
It’s just that those WHS teams (and their fans) expected
to shut everybody down; and these days it’s more,
“Gosh, it sure would be nice if we can hold those guys
down because they’re really athletic.” That’s just B.S.
The one play that summed up the day came in the third
period. WHS had just lost the ball on down deep in
Piscataway territory, and still trailing by just 18-0. A
pitch to Garrard sweeping to his right was perfectly
strung out by John Dugan, Joe Vall-Llobera and Danny
Selert. Garrard, as he did most of the day, reversed
direction and there was Willie Johnson, in perfect position. But Garrard eluded him and raced upfield for about
30 yards (closer to 75 yards of actual running). The play
was called back for a holding penalty, but it perfectly
showed the frustration of most of the defense doing the
right thing and STILL a big play resulted.
BY THE NUMBERS
We’ve been approached by several WHS football fans
to provide some of the top all-time performances over the
years. So here are some offensive “Top 5” individual
performance lists:

Fee: $412.08

Livingston), 226 Kevin Bonner (vs. Montclair), 223 Rudy
Brown (vs. Rahway).
Rushing yards (season): 1,637 Butch Woolfolk (1977);
1,274 Dave Reitze (1960); 1,171 Glen Kehler (1974); 1,149
Doug Murphy (1966); 1,039 Glen Kehler (1973).
Rushing yards (career): 2,797 Glen Kehler; 2,228 Frank
Kelly; 1,796 Leroy Gallman Jr.; 1,687 Butch Woolfolk; 1,664
Bob McNally.
Passing yards (game): 239 Dave Brown (vs. Irvington),
234 Roger Brewster (vs. SP-F), 233 Joe Monninger (vs.
Plainfield), 227 Joe Monninger (vs. Hillside), 220 Jan
Cocozziello (vs. Union).
Passing yards (season): 1,141 Joe Monninger (1970);
1,111 Brandon Doerr (1998); 1,067 Dave Brown (1987); 960
Jan Cocozziello (2002); 788 Nick DeRosa (2005).
Passing yards (career): 1,919 Joe Monninger; 1,808 Dave
Brown; 1,636 Jan Cocozziello; 1,279 Steve Cheek; 1,217
Brandon Doerr.
Receptions (season): 26 Bill Napier (1970), 24 Dave
Townley (1949), 22 Hank Prybylski (1982) and Chris Sheehan
(2007*), 21 Skeeter MacCloskey (1969) and Brian Ciemniecki
(1994).
Receptions (career): 38 Brian Ciemniecki, 34 Brian Butts,
33 Frank Ritter, 28 Lee Polizzano and Lamont Turner.
Points (game): 36 Glen Kehler (vs. Middletown), 35 Lee
Waring (vs. Bound Brook), 31 Pump Vella (vs. Haverstraw,
N.Y.) and Glen Kehler (vs. Plainfield), 30 Pump Vella (vs.
Madison), Doug Murphy (vs. Gov. Livingston), Glen Kehler
(vs. Thomas Jefferson), Butch Woolfolk (vs. Livingston) and
Paul Leifer (vs. SP-F).
Points (season): 206 Butch Woolfolk (1977), 159 Glen
Kehler (1973), 134 Lee Waring (1930) and Glen Kehler (1974),
122 Kevin Bonner (1970).
Points (career): 349 Glen Kehler, 276 Rick McGinley, 228
Lee Waring, 206 Butch Woolfolk, 200 Bobby Dougherty.
Interceptions (game): 3 Jim Matino (vs. A.L. Johnson),
Brad Brewster (vs. Gov. Livingston), Rick Elliott (vs. SP-F),
Sean Murphy (vs. Montclair), Jan Cocozziello (vs. SP-F) and
Eddie Simmons (vs. Kearny).
Interceptions (season): 9 Marcus Allen Graham (2005), 8
Jan Cocozziello (2003), 7 Rick Elliott (1979), Lou Rettino
(1989), Mike Catenacci (1990), Jay Cook (2001) and Bryan
Power (2004).
Interceptions (career): 12 Jan Cocozziello, 10 Lamont
Turner, 9 Jay Cook and Marcus Allen Graham.
PAT kicks (game): 8 John Greene (vs. Hillside), 7 Don
Knobloch (vs. Gov. Livingston), K.C. Knobloch (vs. Cranford),
Neil Desmond (vs. Linden), Mike Lasher (vs. Nutley).
PAT kicks (season): 51 K.C. Knobloch (1977), 32 Brandon
Doerr (1998), 31 John Greene (1965), Don Knobloch (1970),
Glen Kehler (1973).
PAT kicks (career): 89 K.C. Knobloch, 81 Glen Kehler, 74
John Greene, 72 Don Knobloch, 50 Andrew Lessner.
Field goals (season): 7 Kevin Lasher (1982), 5 Don
Knobloch (1969), 4 Mike Lasher (1980), Jim Mozoki (1986),
Jason Krieger (1996).
Field goals (career): 10 Kevin Lasher, 8 K.C. Knobloch
and Jim Mozoki, 7 Don Knobloch and Tom Bonard.
Longest field goal: 52 Lee Waring (vs. Plainfield), 43
Kevin Lasher (vs. Irvington and vs. SP-F), Jim Mozoki (vs.
Elizabeth and vs. Kearny).
Longest running play: 96 Butch Woolfolk (vs. Union), 95
Glen Kehler (vs. Nutley), 93 Jay Isbrecht (vs. Hillside), 92
Mike Henry Sr. (vs. Cranford), 90 Len Dunkley (vs. Bound
Brook).
Longest passing play: 90 Ray Smith from Hjalmar Carlson
(vs. Plainfield), 79 Ken Blackwell from John Brown (vs. SP-F),
78 Bob Wolfgang from Dan Pearce (vs. Bound Brook), 77
Glen Kehler from Bob Davis (vs. Middletown), 76 Dave
Hackenberg from Jim Lambert (vs. Springfield).
Longest kickoff returns: 97 Brian Ciemniecki (vs. Kearny),
95 Glen Kehler (vs. Plainfield), 92 Ricardo Johnson (Union),
90 Tony Tiller (vs. Union), 89 Ricardo Johnson (Union).
Longest punt returns: 90 Rick McGinley (vs. Columbia),
85 Rudy Brown (vs. A.L. Johnson), 80 Lee Waring (vs. Red
Bank) and Frank Ketcham (vs. Plainfield), 79 Paul Byrne (vs.
A.L. Johnson).
Longest interception returns: 90 Lee Waring (vs. Columbia), 88 Gerry McGinley (vs. Summit), 80 Percy Taylor (vs.
Plainfield), 75 Joe DiFrancesco (vs. Roselle), 70 Bill Evans
(vs. Somerville).
*season not complete

WHO’S NO. 1?
Two weeks ago we asked our faithful readers, “Who Is
Union County’s No. 1 Overall Soccer Program?” It was
obviously between WHS and SP-F, and not just for the fall
of 2007 but over the years, and both boys and girls, the
total program.
The votes have been tabulated and you, our faithful
readers, have spoken. It is, by unanimous decision, Team
B, which had a 32-24 advantage in combined county and
state titles, and an overall 63-40-18 lead in head-to-head
matches. Seems like a pretty obvious choice.
And Team B is … Westfield.
IS IT JUST ME …
Or would anybody else love to see athletes like Scott
Newman, Ryan Scanlon, John Dugan, John DiIorio, Pat
Stanley, T.J. Mruz, Danny Selert and Charlie Read in the
wrestling lineup this winter? Who cares if they don’t have
any experience? With Willie Johnson back at 189 and a
host of lettermen at the lower weights, led by John Barnes
and Matt Shaffer, it would sure bring the pizzazz back to
wrasslin’ at WHS.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
There is no Devil of the Week for the week of November
11-17.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in The Westfield
Leader during the school season. Contact us with comments, complaints or suggestions at bj1010@aol.com.
GO BLUE DEVILS!

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Regular Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:

November 29, 2007

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

7:00 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

The Board will meet in executive session at
7:00 p.m. Public session will begin at 7:30 p.m.
with Marching Band recognition.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 11/22/07, The Times

PUBLIC NOTICE

Action will be taken.
Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 12/6/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Median Cross Over Protection Contract # 8, Contract No. SWI033164; Various
Locations on Route I-287 & I-80 & 24, Townships of Mahwah, Millburn, Montville,
Parsippany - Troy Hills & Summit, Borough of Franklin Lakes; Bergen, Essex,
Union & Morris Counties, Federal Project No: STP-B00S (139), DP NO: 07154
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 11/8/07, 11/15/07 and 11/22/07, The Leader
Fee: $189.72

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Scotch Plains Municipal Manager or Chief
Financial Officer has scheduled a public
input/public comment session regarding
the 2008 municipal budget on November
30, 2007 between 10:00 a.m. and 12 noon
at Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains.
The public is invited to provide any comments or input concerning the 2008 budget at that time.
Thomas E. Atkins
Municipal Manager
1 T - 11/22/07, The Times Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
COUNTY OF UNION
VEHICLE AUCTION
TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Resolution 2007-410 adopted by the Town Council of Westfield, New Jersey on October
30, 2007 that the undersigned will expose
for sale at Public Auction in accordance
with 39:10A-1, at the time and location
specified below, the following motor vehicle which came into the possession of
the Westfield Police Department through
abandonment or failure of owners to claim
same.
The vehicle on the following list is offered strictly “as is” condition, with no representation as to condition or fitness for
any particular purpose. Minimum bid for
vehicle will be $250.
Purchase must be made by cash or
certified check. A 10% deposit must be
given at the time of auction. Balance must
be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on Friday, December 7, 2007 in accordance
with the laws of the State of New Jersey
pertaining thereto.
The following vehicle may be examined
at Department of Public Works, 959 West,
North Avenue, at 9:00 a.m. on Friday,
December 7, 2007. The public auction will
commence at 9:15 a.m.
Make
Year
Taurus 1995

Vin #
1FALP5242SA203836

1 T - 11/22/07, The Leader Fee: $31.11
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SP-F Raider Soccer Boys Finished in Style
With 14th Union County Tournament Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

lost 1-0 in the last 25 seconds on a
corner kick.”
Unfortunately, after a 2-1 loss to
Westfield and the two-game forfeit,
the Raiders’ record fell to 5-8 and put
them in jeopardy of qualifying for the
state tournament with only three
games remaining until cutoff time.
Fortunately, the Raiders won all three,
with wins over Roselle Park, Elizabeth and Union. Unfortunately, they
received the expected poor seed and
lost their state game.
“The two forfeits put us behind the
eight ball. We had to scratch for our

was hampered with a deep thigh
bruise. He scored some major key
goals in the later part of the season,
the winning goal against Union that
put us in the state tournament, the
winning goal in the county against
Westfield and the first goal in the
county final against Elizabeth,” said
Breznitsky.
Sophomore Joe Annunzio finished
with five goals and two assists. Senior Adam Brous, named Most Improved Raider, had four goals and
four assists and senior Jeff Stuart had
four goals and three assists. Captain

ity marking all-state standout Matt
Kassell was particularly key in the
Raiders’ 1-0 victory over
Bridgewater-Raritan.
“Jarek really stepped it up. He
played a variety of roles but, in most
cases, he was assigned to mark the
best offensive player on the opposing
team,” said Breznitsky.
Hessemer was also named the No.
1 Union County Player and First Team
All-State/All-Group (coaches poll).
“Very often defense gets shortchanged. He was selected as the overall No. 1 player in the county,” said
Breznitsky who added, “Joey
D’Annunzio and Timmy Leischner,
Jeff Stuart, Tommy Sutter, Evan
Aspell, Adam Brous, Tim Stuart gave
real solid efforts all season.”
“Next year, we will be predominantly a junior team. I think the leadership of Joe D’Annunzio and Johann,
our next year’s captains, along with
our JVs who won the county tournament also, it will be a different type of
year. That’s what we usually do best,
regroup and reload,” said Breznitsky.

Ryan Breznitsky Named
Rutgers Soccer Captain

David B. Corbin (SPF/Irvington files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDERS’ LEADING SCORER…Raider outside midfielder Tyler Stanek led
the team with 10 goals and three assists.

lives just to make it into the state
tournament, which probably next to
winning the county tournament is
certainly the highlight of the season,”
said Breznitsky. “They could easily
have packed it in.”
But the Raider boys rose to the
occasion in the UCT. Seeded fourth,
they annihilated Roselle Park in the
first round, ousted Cranford in the
quarterfinals and nipped Westfield in
the semifinals before running the table
with their win over Elizabeth.
“We weren’t going to go out without giving it a shot. We redeemed
ourselves. Very few times do you
have the opportunity to end the season with a championship,” said
Breznitsky.
The Raiders outscored their opponents, 45-21, and senior outside
midfielder Tyler Stanek led the team
with 10 goals and three assists.
“Big strong kid who worked hard
day in and day out,” noted Breznitsky.
Senior goalie Brandon Reddington
recorded 11 shutouts. Sophomore
Johann Hernandez, who had five
goals, led the team in assists with
nine.
“A lot was expected of Johann. He

Mike DiVizio had four goals and two
assists and senior Taylor Molinaro
netted four goals and an assist.
“Mike was plagued with some injuries. He hit his head and ended up
with a concussion, missed about four
games and, when he came back, he
didn’t seem to be quite himself,”
Breznitsky pointed out. “But he is
one of the most fierce competitors
out there. He gives 100-150 percent
every time he steps on the field.”
DiVizio, Stanek, and co-captains
Jarek Cohen, who usually marked the
opponents’ leading scorers, and defensive midfielder Brian Hessemer
were named All-Union County First
Team (coaches poll). Cohen’s tenac-

Reading is Good For You

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

At the state level, the freshman
took third place in the first ever state
championship meet held at Thompson Park in Jamesburg. Hatch covered the 3.1-mile course in 21:18, one
of the best 3.1 times this year by a
Blue Devil runner. The JVs also took
third and were led by Chelsea Bryk,
who ran the course in 21:54. Both
young ladies were in the top 10 of
their respective races.

At the invitational level, the freshmen took first at Mt. St. Dominic’s,
third at the NJCTC Class Meet, third
at the Stewart Memorial and third at
Shore Coaches. The JVs were second
at St. Dom’s, fourth at Stewart and
third at Shore Coaches. The sophomores, juniors and seniors combined
to win the NJCTC-Class Meet and
placed fifth overall at Stewart and
14th at Shore Coaches.

Some key runners at the JV level
were Caitlin Burke, Lindsey Tishberg
and Crista Ricci. Some of the key
freshmen runners were Abby Kwok,
Angela Tata, Maggie Jacobi and Evan
Hindes.
“Given the size of our team and the
talent, we had a good season and we
are hoping that the foundations for a
greater season lie ahead for 2008,”
said coach Hornish.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

goleader.com/subscribe

Raiders

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
The following has been taken from
the archives of The Westfield Leader
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times:
November 11, 2001: The sixthseeded Blue Devils and the thirdseeded Morristown Colonials (7-2)
were ready for an action packed afternoon of football on November 10 but
the officials were nowhere to be found.
The next day, senior fullback Matt
Daly capped a 76-yard drive by scoring a two-yard touchdown with 2:43
remaining in the first quarter and junior Andrew Lessner connected on the
extra point to give 7-2 Westfield a 70 victory in first round of the NJSIAA
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 playoff.
November 17, 2001: Being ranked
No. 2 did not seem to satisfy the undefeated Montclair High School football
Mounties as they took it out on the
visiting Westfield Blue Devils, rolling
up a 41-21 victory in the semifinals of
the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
playoffs. Senior fullback Matt Daly
rushed 56 yards and scored the Blue
Devils’ first touchdown. Senior halfback Terrence Jenkins had a 35-yard
interception for a touchdown and added
a 22-yard touchdown pass to Rich
Miller for the final score.
November 28, 2002: Underdogs
can be very dangerous, especially if
they are expected to lie down at the
cleats of the No. 1 rated team in
Union County. Whoops! The hosting
Elizabeth High School football boys
failed to realize that they were dealing with the “Wild Dogs” of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood instead of puppies
and the result was a 33-6 thrashing on
the artificial turf at Williams Field on
Thanksgiving Day.
Senior backup quarterback Markell
Harrison completed four of seven
passes for 69 yards, including respective touchdown passes of 23 yards
(wide receiver Josh Wexler) and six
yards (Charlie Bachi), and engineered
an offensive machine that also chewed
up 321 yards on the ground, which
included three rushing TDs, against
the bewildered Minutemen. Senior
running back Kyle Adams had 17
carries for 174 yards, which included

Blue Devil X-C Girls Finish, 9-0, Look Forward

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-29605-07
FILE NO: 118.0557

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

PISCATAWAY – Rutgers veteran
head coach Bob Reasso has announced that current redshirt-juniors
Ryan Breznitsky of Scotch Plains and
Amir Haghshenas of Wyckoff will
serve as co-captains for the upcoming 2008 season.
“When you elect captains, you’re
looking for guys who work hard and
have great characters. I think they are
both honest, hard-working guys who
are great leaders and I’m delighted
both of them were named captain,”
said coach Reasso.
Breznitsky, who was coming off a
solid showing during the team’s tour
of Holland this past spring, appeared
in just one game this season before
being forced to the sideline with a
nagging injury. He played in the first
half of the Scarlet Knights’ contest
against then no. 3 Notre Dame on
September 21.
The Scarlet Knights ended the 2007
season 7-11-1 overall and 4-7-0 in
Big East play. RU finished just one
spot out of qualifying for the conference tournament.

David B. Corbin (Watchung Conference 2007) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHUNG CONFERENCE CHAMPS…Aileen Grogan, left “W”, and Rose Driscoll, right “W”, helped the Blue Devil
win the Watchung Conference title this season. See picture on page 12.

a 32-yard TD scoot, a two-point rushing conversion and gallops of 50 and
58 yards. Junior running back Kyle
Baker carried 16 times for 125 yards,
including a 32-yard dash, and had
respective TD runs of three yards and
five yards.
November 14, 2003: After a 1-1
deadlock in regulation that held up
after two sudden death overtime periods, the seventh-ranked Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders converted
their first four penalty kicks in a
shootout and slammed the door on
sixth-ranked Middletown South to
claim their 11th North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 title. Freshman goalie
Bryan Meredith, who had nine saves
in regulation, guessed correctly and
smothered Eagle superstar Tom
Gray’s skidding shot to the left to
give the 22-2-1 Raiders a 3-2 edge in
the shootout. Terrence Charles’ shot
in the left corner put the Raiders up 42 then Eagle Anthony Testa missed to
the right to end the contest.
November 14, 2002: The topseeded Westfield High School girls
soccer team did it one more time than
13-8 Montclair but not until its final
shot of a shootout in the semifinals of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
tournament at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. After a 1-1 deadlock in
regulation and a scoreless overtime,
the Blue Devils out-shot the Mounties,
4-3, on the final firing line. Freshman
forward Andrea Hollander, who
scored the only Blue Devil goal in
regulation, also nailed the game winner in the shootout. Senior goalkeeper
Megan Connors, who had nine saves,
reacted quickly and correctly with
two diving saves to her right during
the shootout.
November 18, 2002: The 19-1-3
Blue Devil soccer girls went on to stop
Randolph in a shootout to claim the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 State
Sectional Championship in Westfield.
Senior forward Susan Williams, senior halfback Staci Spass and sophomore halfback Gio Palatucci ripped
the Ram net and senior goalkeeper
Megan Connors made a sensational
stop on the final Ram attempt and
recorded her 15th shutout.

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MIKE ROLDAN, HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
HIS, THEIRS, OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST
You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which BANK OF AMERICA,
NA SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
FLEET NATIONAL BANK is plaintiff and
MIKE ROLDAN, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HIS, THEIRS, OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST AND MRS. MIKE ROLDAN,
HIS WIFE; CARLOS ABOY AND MRS.
CARLOS ABOY, HIS WIFE; ALBA OSSA
AKA ALBA R. OSSA, INDIVIDUALLY AND
AS ADMINISTRATRIX OF THE ESTATE
OF MIKE ROLDAN AND MR. OSSA,
HUSBAND OF ALBA OSSA AKA ALBA
R. OSSA; RODRIGO ROLDAN AND MRS.
RODRIGO ROLDAN, HIS WIFE; LILIANA
ROLDAN AND MR. ROLDAN, HUSBAND
OF LILIANA ROLDAN; JESSICA
ROLDAN AND MR. ROLDAN, HUSBAND
OF JESSICA ROLDAN; CLARITZA ABOY
AND MR. ABOY, HUSBAND OF
CLARITZA ABOY; UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS ONE THROUGH TEN; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, et als. are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket Number F-29605-07 within
thirty-five (35) days after November 22,
2007 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
do so, judgment by default may be rendered against you for the relief demanded
in the complaint (and amendment to complaint, if any). You shall file your answer
and proof of service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex, 25 Market Street,
P.O. Box 971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated July 14, 2004, made by MIKE
ROLDAN AND CARLOS ABOY AND
ALBA OSSA, as Mortgagor(s) to FLEET
NATIONAL BANK, recorded on August
11, 2004, in Book M10799 of Mortgages
for UNION County, Page 0289, and subsequently assigned to the plaintiff; and (2)
to recover possession of, and concerns
the premises commonly known as: 314
VINE STREET, ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY 07202.
If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jersey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the lawyer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling (908) 353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling (908) 3544340.
You, MIKE ROLDAN, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES, AND HIS, THEIRS, OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, are made a party
defendant to this foreclosure action because you are the heirs of the deceased
mortgagor, MIKE ROLDAN, and as such
may have an interest in the mortgaged
premises, and you have a right to Notice of
this action for any right, title, claim or
interest you may have in, to, or against the
said mortgaged premises.
Dated: NOVEMBER 19, 2007
Theodore Fetter, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 11/22/07, The Leader Fee: $84.66

217 EVERGREEN COURT, MOUNTAINSIDE
Spacious and pristine Cape Cod home with the feel of a Colonial set on a level property on a
quiet Mountainside street. This fine home offers three bedrooms, a newer Eat-in Kitchen,
screened porch and a sun filled Living Room underlain by hardwood floors and warmed by a
wood burning fireplace with classic mantle.
Offered for $479,000

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD
New stately Center Hall Colonial on park like property in Wychwood. K. Hovnanian Classics
designed and built this fine home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades. Amenities
include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, extensive moldings, hardwood floors, wet bar, 5
bedrooms, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk out lower level w/Media Room, Office
Offered for $1,795,000
& full bath.

512 EDGAR ROAD, WESTFIELD
Pristine starter home perfect for entertaining boasting a formal Living Room with wood burning
fireplace with classic wooden mantle, formal Dining Room, sparkling hardwood floors, new
windows, newer roof, new furnace, abundant closet space and sunny Den. Close proximity to
downtown Westfield and NYC transportation.
Offered for $399,900

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Hillary Klimowicz Hits
Hoops Double-double
ARLINGTON, VA. – The College of New Jersey women’s basketball team suffered its first loss of
the season as the Lions fell to the
host Saints in the championship
game of the 20th Annual
Marymount (VA) University TipOff Classic on November 18. The
loss put the Lions at 2-1, while the
Saints improved to 3-0.
TCNJ will get another shot at
Marymount when they return to
Arlington on December 16 for a
second non-conference game.
TCNJ received a double-double
from junior Hillary Klimowicz
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood) as the
center scored 13 points and set a
new career high with 14 rebounds.
She also recorded seven blocked
shots and was named to the alltournament team.
Klimowicz also scored 22 points
and grabbed eight boards in the
TCNJ women’s 66-53 win over
Denison University in the semifinals on November 17.
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAIDERS CAGING A TIGER…The Raider defense, led by Keith Baker (No. 44), Kyle Mihansky (No. 5), Tim Green (No.
32) and Mark Renfree (No. 61), smother a South Plainfield Tiger back.

South Plainfield Footballers Stall SPF Raiders
In NJ Group 3, Section 2 Semifinals, 16-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

In the third quarter, McMahon took
an inside handoff and slit through the
Raider defense for a 75-yard TD to give
the Tigers a 9-7 lead. Early in the fourth
quarter, the Tigers linebacker Russell
broke into the backfield and nailed
Chervenyak as he was about to make a
pitch. The ball came loose. Russell
scooped it and galloped 26 yards into
the end zone. Russell also kicked the
PAT to push the lead to 16-7.
“We just broke down on a couple of
plays on defense. Offensively we were
driving. We just could not finish them.
Yes, it hurts a lot to have this happen.
We were up and just broke down in

the second half,” said senior defensive lineman Michael Alleman. “They
were running a trap and I really don’t
know what was happening. We shut it
down a few times and sometimes it
just broke loose a couple of times.
That’s what it all really was, just a
couple of plays.”
The Raiders answered on their next
series when, on a fourth-and-nine,
Chervenyak hooked up with wide
receiver D’Agostaro for a 22-yard
TD. Domanski’s extra point cut the
deficit to 16-14 with 8:07 remaining.
“We noticed that the corners were
jumping all day so we ran a slow-go,

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY SIGNS DOUGHER…Raider senior Bryan
Dougher recently signed a letter of intend to start as the point and shooting guard
for the Seawolves, located on the north shore of Long Island, New York in 2008.
Pictured from left to right are: Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty, Donna Dougher,
Kevin Dougher, Bryan Dougher, Patrick Dougher, Athletic Director Robert
Harmer and Principal Dr. Davis Heisey.

which is a slant and then go. The corner
came up just as we expected and I was
able to just run past him. Mike threw a
great ball,” D’Agostaro said.
Late in the quarter, the Tiger defensive iced the Raiders’ final drive on
three successive downs. With just 2:06
remaining and still a bit groggy after
being sacked on two successive
downs, Chervenyak’s fourth down
pass was intercepted by Darren
Campbell.
“They brought a lot of pressure. We
did not have a lot of time to get open,
Mike was being bombarded and we
kind of fell apart during the end, said
D’Agostaro.”
“We thought we had it. Everyone
was getting up. We had a good push
going but two sacks turned it all around.
That was our last hope and we lost it,”
said senior defensive end Lordley
Okarter. “The line held up most of the
game and right when we needed it,
they broke down on us and let it go.”
“J.J had a good game, Michael hit
him so we did a lot of great things. I
thought Williams had a great kick-off
return and played well at outside linebacker. Tim Green played an overall
good game; however, we just didn’t
get it done. It’s frustrating for everybody, players and coaches, but that’s
part of life,” concluded coach
Ciccotelli. “As I told them in the
locker room, and I always tell them
this; if that’s the worst thing that
happens in life, it’s not the end of the
world, and they need to understand
disappointment. They have nothing
to be embarrassed of. They played
great all year.”
South Plainfield
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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DeLaFuente Named
Scholastic All-American
USA Swimming, the national governing body for competitive swimming, has announced that Christopher DeLaFuente, son of Rich and
Vilma DeLaFuente of Westfield, has
been designated a “Scholastic AllAmerican”
for
2006-2007.
DeLaFuente is a member of the
Westfield High School swim team.
The Scholastic All-American program recognizes scholar-athletes who
have completed sophomore, junior or
senior year of high school with a
minimum 3.5 grade point average,
while competing at the Sectional level
of swimming or higher, such as Junior Nationals, Nationals or Open
Water Nationals. The Sectional meet
is faster than the NJ Junior Olympic
Championships. It is a significant
accomplishment in the sport to qualify
for this level of competition.

Karen O’Leary for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE A TROPHY…Westfield PAL A-Blue’s Mike Giacone, No. 54, holds up
the Super Bowl trophy after the 18-0 victory over Summit.

WF PAL A-Blue Boys Rout
Summit, 18-0, for Grid Title
The Westfield PAL A-Blue football team captured the SuburbanYouth
Football League (SYFL) Super Bowl
championship with an 18-0 shutout
of undefeated Summit.
On Westfield’s first series of play,
halfback Tony Pafumi had three long
runs behind tackle Michael Giacone.
The runs set up Pafumi’s four-yard
touchdown run behind tackle Mike
Laface to make the score 6-0. Summit went three and out. Pete Ondi
returned the punt 85 yards for the
touchdown as Jackson O’Leary and
Alex Williams threw some key blocks.
Westfield upped their lead 12-0.
Westfield’s defense forced Summit to punt again. Westfield marched
downfield with strong running by
Pafumi and Ondi, who scored for the
second time in the game on an eightyard run when Giacone pulled right
allow Ondi to hit the end zone. Still in
the first quarter, Summit was forced
to go to the air and was totally shut

down by safety Alex Williams, corner Ryan Bohrod and middle linebacker James McCrea.
In the second and third quarters,
Summit made some good adjustments
to slow down Westfield’s offense.
Westfield’s defense answered to stop
Summit on the ground and in the air.
In the fourth quarter, Westfield
moved the ball with key receptions
by O’Leary for 24 yards and Williams for 25 yards. However, a couple
of turnovers ended the drives.
Westfield’s defense shut down
Summit’s last possession with key
hits from Williams, O’Leary, Bohrod
and noseguard Kieran Cline.
Ondi, who had two interceptions,
totaled 136 yards on eight carries.
Pafumi had 23 carries for 97 yards.
Quarterback Nathan Mitchell went
4-for-10 for 61 yards. Williams had a
fumble recovery. Ondi, a wingback/
outside linebacker, was awarded the
game MVP.

Karen O’Leary for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS…Westfield PAL A-Blue won the Suburban Youth League Super Bowl with an 18-0 victory
over Summit.

WF Y B Devilfish Defeats
W. Morris Y Girls, 111-90

David B. Corbin (Watchung Conference 2007) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOP BLUE DEVIL X-C RUNNER…Aileen Grogan was the Blue Devils’ top
runner, who placed second at the Watchung Conference meet.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held November 20, 2007, and that the said Council will further consider the
same for final passage on the 4th day of December, 2007 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as said matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who
may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said
ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1908

The Westfield Y girls B Devilfish
swim team defeated the West Morris
Y girls, 111-90, on November 10 to
remain undefeated at 2-0.
8U: Danielle Rubiano placed second in the 25-breast, while Sara
Gargiulo placed third. Emma Conlon
placed first in 25-back. Amy Liang
won the 25-fly. Conlon, Rubiano,
Caroline Harris and Gargiulo won
the 100-free relay.
9-10: Carly Kalis won the 100-IM,
while Marina DeCotiis took third. In
50-free, Caitlin Collins placed first,
while Meredith Bagger took second.
Kalis won the 50-breast, while Emma
Phillips placed second. In the 50back, Phillips, Rachel Mattera and
Bagger swept 1-2-3. DeCotiis won
the 50-fly, while Collins took second.
In the 200-free relay, Bagger, Kalis,
Hays and Collins swept first.
11-12: Shannon Sokolow won the
100-IM, while Victoria Greeley took
second. Gemma Larche won the 50free. Tori Miller won the 50-breast,
while Kathleen Bond took second.
Greeley, Larche and Gargiulo swept
the 50-back. Sokolow won the 50-fly
and Lena Morello took third. In the
200-free relay, Bond, Larche,
Sokolow and Greeley swept first.
13-14: Brenna Berenholz took sec-

ond in the 200-IM. Meghan Bachman
won the100-free, while Katie Yamano
took second. Alana Basil placed second and Maura Colwell took third in
the 100-breast. Yamano won the 100back, while Hannah Hays took third.
Berenholz and Meghan Bachman took
2-3 in the 100-fly. Bachman, Adsit,
Yamano and Berenholz won the 200free relay.
15-18: Abigail Ryan took second
in the 200-IM and first in the 100-fly.

SPFYBA Is Forming
Prep Baseball League
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Youth Baseball Association is creating its Prep League (Babe Ruth
16-18 Baseball) for players born
from April of 1992 through May of
1989. Interested players are asked
to register for the spring season by
e-mailing Jim Morris, the SPFYBA
registration
director,
at
jmorris@metlife.com or calling
him at (908) 322-8387.
For more information on the Prep
League, contact Rick Sands,
SPFYBA commissioner, at
RDDDSands@comcast.net or call
him at (908) 361-4024.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 13, “MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC” BY AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS THEREOF

DESIGNATED
PLAN/DATE

East Broad Street (CR509) at
As-built 6/27/07
Central/Mountain Avenue (CR613)
East Broad Street at Elm Street
As-built 6/27/07

REVISED TIMING
DIRECTIVE DATE
9/8/06
9/8/06

SECTION II. That the Traffic Control Signal installed shall be in accordance with the
provisions of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and Title 39 of the Revised
Statutes, shall conform to the design and shall be maintained in operation as authorized
by the New Jersey Department of Transportation.
SECTION III. That all prior ordinances or resolutions or portions thereof of the City
inconsistent herewith be and they are hereby repealed.
SECTION IV. That this ordinance shall become effective upon adoption and publication as required by law and upon the approval of the Commissioner of the Department
of Transportation.
SECTION V. That if any clause, section or provision of this ordinance is declared invalid
by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such provision shall be deemed a separate, distinct
and independent provision and shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion hereof.
SECTION IV. When the ordinance is finally adopted, the Clerk is to send a certified copy
to Thomas O. Mineo, P.E. Union County Engineer, 2325 South Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 and Douglas R. Bartlett, Manager, Bureau of Traffic Engineering and
Investigations, New Jersey Department of Transportation, PO Box 613, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625-0613.
1 T - 11/22/07, The Leader
Fee: $76.50

WTA Men’s Ladder Crowns
Binns as Singles Champion
The 2007 WTA Men’s Ladder season has finally come to a close. Newcomer Robert Binns took the crown
with a 5-7, 6-2, 6-1 win over Zac
Friss.
Binns broke Friss in the seventh
game and then held serve to lead 5-3.

Warinanco Rink to Hold
Broom Bowl Challenge

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield as follows:
SECTION 1. That Section 13:51 “Traffic Control Signals Installation” be amended by
adding the following:
That Traffic Control Signal installations shall be installed and operated per the
designated plans:
LOCATION

WTA MEN’S SINGLES CHAMP…Zac Friss, right, congratulates Robert Binns
for winning the Westfield Tennis Association Men’s Singles title.

WINNING SEASON…The Scotch Plains U8 boys Ironmen travel soccer team
started its season, winning all four games at the Bridgewater Tournament. They
continued their streak at the Freehold FrightFest and finished 7-2-1. Pictured,
left to right, are: bottom row; Liam Reilly, Rock Valian, Jayden Rossi, John
Murphy and Sam Gaglias; back row, Tommy DeVizio, Patrick Downey, Nick
Heath, Tyler Davis, Alex Lipshitz, Jack Brady and Brogan Quigley. Coaches
Paul Malcolm and Tim Rossi.

ROSELLE – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present the “Thanksgiving Broom
Bowl Challenge,” a combination of
the games of broomball and bowling
at the Warinanco Ice Skating Center
on Saturday, November 24, at 3:30
p.m.
Children, who are competing in the
challenge, will be divided into three
age groups. The first-place winner in
each age group will receive a prize.
Regular admission and skate rental
fees do not apply to this event, but
there is a $2 registration fee per participant.
The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is located off Thompson Avenue in
Warinanco Park. For more information, call the skating center at (908)
298-7850 or the Union County Department of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities at (908) 527-4900.

Friss came back to take the next four
games. Binns took the next two sets to
close out the match. Earlier, Bins had
wins over Warren Friss and Rodney
North. In the semifinals he had a three
set win over Melvin Diep. Binns won
the third set tiebreak, 11-9.
Friss beat Tuyen Diep and Anthony
Marotta in tight, 10-8 matches. He
then upset top-seeded Robert Errazo
in three sets. After losing the first set
in a tiebreak, Friss took the next two
sets 6-4 and 6-3.
If anyone has any questions about
the WTA, please e-mail Richard Pardo
at rspardo531@msn.com.
Final Standings:
1. Rob Bins (12)
22. Steven Lee (9)
2. Zac Friss (8)
23. Newsome(10)
3. Rob Errazo (9)
24. Andy Herz (5)
4. Mel Diep (13)
25. R. Pardo (10)
5. Tony Marotta(9) 26. Dan Siegel (4)
6. Rod North (8)
27. Tom Bauer (7)
7. Chris Miller(10) 28. Bouchouev(4)
8. M. Gonella(12)
29. Bigosinski(6)
9. Tuyen Diep (24) 30. H. Williams(5)
10. W. Chin(13)
31. L. Resnikoff(2)
11. I. Bouchouev (8) 32. Mike Muroff (7)
12. Stu Gruskin(10) 33. P. Magierski(3)
13. Warren Friss(9) 34. Azim Saifee(3)
14. Josh Suri (14)
35. M. Manders(2)
15. Chris Blaise(11) 36. David Ferio (4)
16. D. Loffredo(10) 37. Tyler Cusick (2)
17. C. Wendel(13)
38. Armstrong(3)
18. F. Adriaens(9)
39. V. Camuto(1)
19. Vito Nisita(8)
40. Andy Ross(1)
20. E. Bronander(8) 41. A. Winnicker(2)
21. G. Brown(11)
42. G. Sincox(1)
( ) matches played
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CHILDCARE NEEDED

Recent Home Sales
WESTFIELD:
JosephA. and Margaret K. McGroarty
to Warren T. and Ines M. Wishart, 925
Lawrence Avenue, $975,000.
Anthony Buontempo to Brett and
Jennifer Shirk, 543 Parkview Avenue,
$1,725,000.
David and Sandra K. Bramhill to
Christopher J. and Elizabeth D. Gaeta,
527 Scotch Plains Avenue, $499,900.
Edward H. and Joan S. Randazzo
to Randy J. Losapio and Todd A.
Doughty, 628 Summit Avenue,
$715,000.
Dennis E. and Cynthia H. Uhlig to
Ravi and Alicia Ramdath, 204 Wyoming Street, $319,000.
Joseph and Barbara J. Pagano to
Needlepoint Homes, LLC, 758 Prospect Street, $550,000.
Timothy J. and Nicole McAuliffe,
Jr. to David A. and Mary Beth Zwally,
552 Alden Avenue, $1,020,000.
John and Jennifer Lanza to Francis
D. and Melissa Y. Moser, 306 Scotch
Plains Avenue, $695,000.
Benedict J. Torcivia c/o Torcon,
Inc. to The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, 215 Grove Street,
East, $1,550,000.
Jennifer A. Poulos to Sarah H.
Huntington and Brian A. Kasper, 850
Tice Place, $617,000.
Henry S. and Jean C. Lewis, Jr. to
Seth and Teresa Lincoln, 33 Summit
Court, $540,000.
1730 Boulevard, LLC to Eelco and
April Van Der Noll, 1730 Boulevard,
$999,900.
Paul H. and Patricia Tice to Tho-

mas Varkey and Suneeta ChackoVarkey, 104 Watchung Fork,
$3,811,500.
Matthew M. and Beth Jarecki to
Michael Jean and Shirley Wee, 548
Codding Road, $850,000.
Alon Rand to James McCall, 546
Trinity Place, $600,000.
Jeong Hoo Park and Katie Kyung
Ae Park to James Morano and Jessica
Spring-Morano, 822 Harding Street,
$593,500.
Harold E. and Erskine F. Roberts,
Jr. to Kevin and Marisa O’Brien, 408
Wells Street, $615,000.
Harold M. Wheatley and Maria
Isabel Suarez to Donald R. and
Kristen Steinmetz, Jr., 722 Knollwood
Terrace, $780,000.
Raymond K. and Ila J. Stafford to
Manuel Gonzalez and Rosalie MatosGonzales, 964 Cherokee Court,
$975,000.
Alec G. and Patricia Ireland to Jeffrey A. Barber and Brenda-Anne
Melli, 835 Tice Place, $500,000.
Janet and Joseph Campodonico to
Calvin C. Tse and Le Chung, 1128
Grandview Avenue, $650,000.
Matthew J. Costello to Joseph P.
Spera, 141 Clover Street, $480,000.
John J. and Linda S. O’Neill to
Timothy J. Nugent and Todd W. Felter,
2 North Wickom Drive, $475,000.
Larry D. and Beth M. Cofsky to
Matthew J. and Julie R. Sherman,
124 Barchester Way, $1,610,000.
Charles R. and Lisa A. Ostroff to
Matthew Jeremy Lewis and Amanda
Taaffe Lewis, 766 Oak Avenue,
$630,000.

CLASSIFIEDS

Nanny/Sitter in Westfield needed
for our wonderful 5 yr-old-son.
3 days p/wk, 30-35 hrs. Drivers
Lic, & car. Non-smokers only.
Dependable, responsible. Start on
before Jan. 2. Please contact:
(201) 388-8462 or
Westfield37@gmail.com
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house, apartment
or condo. Reliable, reasonable
rates. I do laundry. Good
references. 5 years exp. For each
client you give me, 1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
CLEANING SERVICES

If you don’t have time to clean,
I’ll do it for you!
Good references, reliable.
6 yrs of exp.
Call me: Roberta Rocha
(973) 380-2093 or (201) 998-8738
FREELANCERS WANTED
Writers needed to cover local
government meetings. Please
email resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com
PERSONAL TRAINER

Personal Trainer available to train
you in the comfort of your own
home. Nutrition counseling
included. Need to get motivated
and get in shape for the holidays.
Gift certificates available. Buddy
training offered. Please call Kim
R.N.
(732) 580-8495

Thursday, November 22, 2007

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.
2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utilities, Internet,
Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experienced agents! Excellent training!
(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

OFFICE SPACE

Full and part-time Front Desk
Sales Associates needed for
Health & Fitness franchise. Must
be professional & customer
service-oriented. Hourly wage +
commission. Medical plan available.
Fax resumes to (973) 571-1344
or call Helen at (908) 233-4442.

WESTFIELD
500-1,100 sq. ft. Professional
Office Suite, prime downtown
location, ample off-street parking,
starting @ $1,250.00/mo.
Immediate Occupancy. Walking
distance to train station.
Call (908) 233-8186
DOG SITTING

Dog Sitting in my home
Mature, responsible, dog owner
of 40 years would like to make
your dog comfortable while you’re
away. Please call (908) 917-0776
EXPERIENCED K-8 TUTOR

Westfield school teacher will tutor
in your home for extra help or
enrichment. Expertise in reading,
math, writing, study skills,
and special ed. programs.
Flex. hrs. and ref’s. available.
Contact Mary @ (908) 419-4365
BEDROOM SET

Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser & mirror and nite stand.
Value $3000 sacrifice $1275.
Call (732) 259-6690

SALES ASSOCIATES

WAITSTAFF

Private Country Club in Westfield
seeking
PT/FT
waitstaff.
EXCELLENT PAY. Benefits. Exp.
pref’d but not nec. Flex hours. Call
John @ (908) 232-4141.
LIVING ROOM FURNITURE

Ethan Allen furniture: fold-out
couch (82"), love seat (58"), 2
wing back chairs, cherry wood
octagonal table, french cane back
accent chair, Hancock & Moore
Leather Statolounger. Asking
$2000. Enjoy for the holidays!
Call (908) 231-4122 (Mtsd)
MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top, brand name in
sealed plastic w/warranty. $175
(732) 259-6690

Car Service
Night Clubs * Casinos

Westfield

Roofing • Siding
Gutters

Laundromat • Dry Cleaning

R.T. CORBET L.L.C.

WASH ‘N DRY

PAVING
CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Experts

Installation • Free Estimates

732-322-8462
Cell: 848-203-1566
Lic.#: 13VH01775100

Experts in Interior
French Draining &
Exterior Drainage Systems.
All Workmanship Guaranteed.

DiBello MASONRY
25 Years
Experience

1-800-334-1822

ASSISTANT MANAGER/ SALES

Assistant Management opportunity at one of the fastest growing
Health/Fitness franchises in the
US. Candidates should possess
strong management & sales experience, excellent people skills,
must be well organized & capable
of managing a staff of 20+. Salary
and commission $28 - $40K.
Fax resumes to (908) 832-2366
or call Gregg @ (908) 832-7793.
P/T RECEPTIONIST

Temp. position needed for tax
season – Jan 14 to Apr 15.
Experienced receptionist w/ light
clerical for busy CPA office in
Fanwood. Hrs M-F 3pm-7pm
Call (908) 889-9500.

908-232-1089 / Cell: 908-705-0653

BBcarservice@yahoo.com

Windows &
Patio Doors

Professional Massage Therapists
needed for busy clinic. Must carry
liability
insurance,
have
knowledge of Swedish & Deep
Tissue massage. Flexible
schedule, steady clientele,
medical
plan
available.
Fax resumes to (973) 571-1344
or call Helen @ (908) 233-4442

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908 * 967 * 7934

Basement
Waterproofing

MASSAGE THERAPISTS

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

Airports * Hotels * Train Stations

&R
A
Professional

Small local Design Firm needs
responsible Office Mgr. to run front
office. Responsibilities include
Accounts Receivable/Payable,
Payroll, Time Tracking, Phones,
Filing & other light office duties.
Computer experience a must.
Experience
w/MYOB,
QuickBooks or other accounting
software a big plus. email resume
to: jwright141@gmail.com

Architectural Woodwork

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

OFFICE MANAGER

The Woodworks

B&B

BLACK TOP
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• Supersize Laundromat
• 48 Machines
• Professional Dry Cleaning
and Delivery
• Wash & Fold Service #1
341C South Ave., Westfield
908-232-0171

ROOFS Asphalt, Slate,
Composite, Flat Roofs
GUTTERS Aluminum, Copper,
Built-In Systems
All systems new and repaired
Expert problem solver

908-771-0007 • 732-528-8994
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
NJ Reg. Contractor

YOU
REMODELING TO A HIGHER STANDARD [BUILDING QUALITY FIRST]
QUALITY MATERIALS
NO
CUTTING CORNERS

all about

ATTENTION TO
DETAIL
CEO ALWAYS
AVAILABLE

Wm. J Keenan Building & Remodeling, LLC

www.wjkeenancontracting.com

CALL US @ 732.463.0047

NJ Lic/Reg. # 13VH00565300

Fully Bonded
& Insured

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

TILE

Repair
•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes
•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement
40 North Avenue Garwood • Ph: 908-789-1790
Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com
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THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Student Participates
In the Political Process
By WILLIAM J. VOGT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FACELIFT…The Franklin School PTO recently held its annual pumpkin-fair
fundraiser at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield. The fair consisted of a
variety of games, food and attractions, as well as a raffle for oversized gift baskets
donated by each class. Children also enjoyed face painting, as well as a new
technique – colorful sprayed-on hair coloring. Above, Sophia and Dominic
Maurillo get a “facelift.”

After dragging myself out of bed
early this Tuesday morning, I arrived
at the local elementary school.
However inconvenienced I might
have been, I knew that I my purpose
was noble. It was Election Day and
my first one as a voter at that.
Once inside the dry warmth of the
school building, I realized that I was
one of the first voters to arrive. Because of my busy senior year at school,
I could only vote early in the morning, before classes.
The nice part about going early is
that I did not have to wait long until I
had my turn at the voting booth. The
registration process went smoothly,
and the only person ahead of me was
my mother, who proudly took me to
vote for the first time.
When I went in the booth to cast my
own vote, I was overwhelmed with
thoughts about the important deci-

MS PTA to Host
Craft Workshop

I SHALL BE RELEASED…Kinderprep students completed their monarch
butterfly unit with the release of monarchs, after having spent the last few weeks
observing the many different stages of its lifecycle.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Offers Writing Contest
WESTFIELD –The Woman’s Club
of Westfield has invited all young
writers from first grade through high
school to enter The New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs’ Youth
Poetry and Short story contest.
Poems may be any style, with a

HOT CHOCOLATE…Diane Pinder,
a chocolatier recently gave a presentation to the Woman’s Club of Westfield
following a general club meeting at the
Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Ms. Pinder
began her career in cardiac criticalcare nursing and went on to manage
medical production and advertising for
leading firms. Looking for a creative
challenge, she began to make gift baskets, which included her freshly-made
chocolates. Diane received her formal
education from Manhattan-based culinary instructors and graduated the
Ecole Chocolat Professional School of
Chocolate Arts. She also has a certification as a master chocolatier. In 2004,
she began her own artisan chocolate
endeavor, Cranford-based Donna and
Company Candies, where her freshlymade chocolate is handcrafted.

minimum of eight and a maximum of
30 lines. Short stories are limited to
2,000 words.
The categories for the contest consist of category one, grades 1 to 3;
category two, grades 4 to 6; category
three, grades 7 to 9; and category
four, grades 10 to 12.
All entries must be typewritten and
double-spaced, with a minimum of
one-inch margins, one side only on 8
½-inch x 11-inch paper.
Students may enter one short story
and/or one poem for the local
Westfield Club contest. Authors must
be amateurs, with earnings from writing not exceeding $500 annually.
Entries must be written during the
contest year and may not have been
published prior to the competition.
Manuscripts must be the original work
of the author.
Entries must have the following
information in the top right-hand corner of each page – author’s name,
address and telephone number, name
of sponsoring club (Woman’s Club of
Westfield) and title of manuscript.
All entries are judged on content,
organization and form. The decision
of the judges is final. Two copies of
each entry may be sent to: Woman’s
Club of Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, NJ 07090 no later than
January 10, 2008.
Since work cannot be returned,
entrants should keep a copy of their
manuscript. Winners in the local contest will be sent on for judging at the
New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Club level. First place winners will then go on to General Federation of Woman’s Club, which is
the national level.

YOUNG READERS…Katherine DeMarco, a sixth grader at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains, reads one of the more than 60 gently-used books she plans
to donate to Books for Kids. A statewide program started in 1991, Books for Kids
distributes new and gently-used books to thousands of children each year. New
and gently-used books, for pre-school through high-school level, can be donated
until Monday, December 10 at the Fanwood Memorial Library.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD…At the November 8 Saint Bartholomew
Academy (SBA) Cub Scout Pack 103 meeting, the scouts assembled more than 50
shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Christmas Child. Operation Christmas Child provides millions of shoeboxes filled with toys and other goodies to
children in Third-World countries. This week, the SBA Cub Scouts will also
participate in Scouting for Food and will collect cans and other items to be
distributed at Thanksgiving to local families in need.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Deerfield
School in Mountainside will hold its
sixth-annual holiday craft workshop
on on Saturday, December 1, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the school gymnasium, located at 300 Central Avenue.
Sponsored by the Mountainside
P.T.A., the holiday craft workshop
offers a day of crafting and holiday
preparation for children of all ages.
Craft choices include votive
candleholders, painted aprons and
canvas bags, as well as wooden
frames, layered soup jars, holiday
ornaments, jewelry crafts and more.
Admission is free to the event,
which is open to all children. Crafts
will cost $1.50 or more. The PTA will
sponsor a bake sale at the event.
For more information, contact Alicia Batista at (908) 578-3817, Kelly
Jurczak at (908) 518-0775 or Jeanie
Ruban at (908) 233-5838.

SP Resident Helps
Volunteer in D.C.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Christina
Defeo, a resident of Scotch Plains
and a freshman at American University, participated in the Freshmen Service Experience (FSE), a community-service project in which freshmen students contributed nearly
10,000 hours of service at 37 sites
around the Washington, D.C., area.
Christina is a recent graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Nearly 500 American University students participated in the four-day FSE
program this year. Christinia worked
with Community of Hope, an organization working to improve the health
and quality of life for low-income and
underserved families in D.C.
Along with other volunteers, she
washed walls and sanitized the
children’s area to make it more suitable
for playing. Other student-led groups
of volunteers served and prepared meals
and rebuilt homes, among other things.

sions I was about to make.
For the first time in my life, I actually had a say in how the great State of
New Jersey was going to be run. This
made me think deeply about what
exactly I was voting for.
Also, the actual ballot itself was a
little intimidating, although I had received a sample one in the mail and
had already made my decisions about
all the votes I was about to make.
Even so, the number of choices I
was making scared me; I was afraid
of making a careless error, as I was
inexperienced and remembered vividly the voter horror stories from 2000.
Fortunately, my fears were unfounded. After proofreading the ballot
at least three times to make sure I hadn’t
made any mistakes, I cast my first vote
and went on with the rest of my day.
This action, though brief, holds
great significance for me. For just a
few minutes on a Tuesday morning, I
had input into how my state and my
community will serve its citizens.
Politically inclined as I am, I have
always felt that voting was by far the
most powerful and important form of
political participation. It is one thing to
volunteer on a campaign or take a summer civics course; it is something entirely different to actively participate in
your own government by voting.
Though it required much thought
and effort, I am glad that I voted on
November 6. Voting represented a turning point in my life, one in which I, in
some ways, have reached adulthood.
Having a voice in my government
gave me a feeling of responsibility and
a pride for my country, a pride that I
hope will grow in future elections.
William is a student at WardlawHartridge School.

Ball Leads Search
For New Principal
WESTFIELD – Newly appointed
human resources specialist Barbara
Ball will lead the search for a new
principal for Westfield High School.
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan announced, “Barbara Ball has
been a dedicated teacher and administrator in the Westfield Public Schools
for 40 years. Together, with her unique
knowledge of the district and her experience in hiring, I am confident that our
new search for our high-school’s principal will be most successful.”
Ms. Ball is a lifelong resident of
Westfield and a product of the
Westfield schools. She received a
master’s degree in educational administration from Kean University
and served on numerous search committees in the school district, chairing
a number of them.
She is a co-author, along with her
husband, of two books, “Killer Interviews,” released by McGraw Hill in
1996, and “Impact Hiring,” released
by Prentice Hall in 2000.
In the spring of this year, Ms. Ball
was named a 2007 Woman of Excellence by the Union County Commission on Women, honoring her contribution to education.

SP Student Makes
Difference at Wardlaw
SCOTCH PLAINS – At the beginCatherine made an announcement
ning of the 2007-2008 at the Wardlaw- at middle-school lunch that she would
Hartridge School, Ann Hergenrother, be collecting cleats and soccer-remiddle-school headmaster, an- lated items to send to youngsters in
nounced that her stuZambia, Africa, who
dents would pursue the
would otherwise not be
theme of “125 Ways to
able to afford such items
Make a Difference” to
needed to play the sport.
underline the school’s
She received donacelebration of its 125th
tions from her parents,
anniversary and the stuSalvatore and Jean
dents’ commitment to
Badalamenti and her
outreach activities.
brother, Mark. She also
C a t h e r i n e
received donations from
Badalamenti of Scotch
the Rogers family of
Plains, an eighth grader
Plainfield, Randolph and
at the Edison-based
Lesley Rogers and their
school, was one of three Catherine Badalamenti son and daughter,
students who has already contributed Cameron and Abigail.
to the theme through diverse commu“It felt good to help other kids
nity projects that Ms. Hergenrother [who] play the sport I like the most,”
said make the school very proud.
said Catherine.

SP’s Ritter Becomes
Commended Student
SCOTCH PLAINS – Principal Sister Percylee Hart of Union Catholic
High School announced that Cynthia
Ritter of Scotch
Plains was named a
commended student
in the 2007 National
Merit Scholarship
Program.
The principal will
present a Letter of
Commendation from
the school and National Merit Scholarship Corporation,
which conducts the
program, to the scholastically-talented seniors.
About 34,000 comCynthia
mended students
throughout the nation
earned the title. Although they will
not continue in the 2007 competition
for Merit Scholarship awards, commended students placed among the 5

percent of more than one million students who entered the 2007 competition by taking the 2006 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
A spokesperson for
the National Merit Program commented, “It is
important to acknowledge the attainments of
the academically-talented students and to
credit schools for the
key role they play in
their development.”
He added, “We hope
the recognition received
by these able young
men and women who
Ritter
are commended in this
rigorous, nationwide
competition will encourage them to
take advantage of the opportunities
for higher education and to diligently
pursue their professional goals.”

POW-WOW…The Westfield Day Care Center’s kindergarten class prepares for
its annual Native-American pow-wow. Beverly Friend taught children from the
daycare center, Presbyterian Nursery School/Kindergarten and Westfield Y
kindergarten about Native-Americans’ way of life in New Jersey long ago. The
pow-wow took place November 16 at the Westfield Day Care Center. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Alan Solovey, Sara Saber, Ezra King, Lily Talmont and
Kathryn Bartlett; second row, Malcolm Addison, Evan Branagan, Zane Piggèe,
Jeremy Heyder, Eva Boyes, Liam Culkin, Debbie Obiajulu, Elizabeth Stahl, Katie
Kwiatkowski, Emma Rocco, Sean Canavan, Megan Anderson, Stephanie Michael
and Zachary Zaller.

COMFORT ZONE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education recently
held a “Celebration of Achievement” to honor the district’s newly tenured
teachers and professional-staff members. As a memento of the occasion, the
honored teachers received a copy of the book “A Cup of Comfort for Teachers”
by Colleen Sell and a pen. Two Brunner School teachers were awarded tenure at
the start of the 2007-2008 school year. Pictured, from left to right, are Samantha
Steinberg, teacher; Jodi Frank, principal; and Sarah Marion, teacher.

Teachers Go WILD
At Trailside, December 6
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present “Project WILD,” a
teacher-training workshop for adults,
ages 18 and older, at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside
on Thursday, December 6, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Project WILD can assist formal
teachers, home-school educators or
scout leaders in teaching any subject,
to any grade level. Topics covered in
the provided curriculum include science, social studies, math, literacy
and art.
Through Project WILD, educators
will acquire new skills and practices
that translate into more effective
teaching.
The fee for this workshop is $25
per person, which includes a curriculum guide. Space is limited and pre-

registration is required.
Project WILD lessons are correlated to New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards. Participants receive six New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) professionaldevelopment credits.
Light morning refreshments will
be served during registration, but participants are encouraged to bring a
lunch. Those attending should wear
comfortable shoes and appropriate
clothing because there will be some
outdoor activity.
For additional information on
“Project WILD” or information about
upcoming programs and special
events at Trailside, call (908) 7893670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

BEST BAND…The Westfield High School Marching Band took second place in
Group 4 competition in South Plainfield on October 27. WHS placed first for best
color guard and over all color guard and best pit crew. Pictured, left to right, are:
drum majors Danielle Tepper, Matt DeMasi and Samantha Avis, and Color
Guard captains Brittany Graham, Jessica Harmer and Alex Hurtt.

DRUMLINE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Marching Band concluded its
season on November 3 with a second-place award in Group VI A at the USSBA
Northern State Championships held at J. Birney Crum Stadium in Allentown, Pa.
The band took home the caption awards for Best Music, Best Visual Effect and
Best Percussion Section. Pictured above, in the back, from left to right, are student
bandleaders Zach Feldman, drum major, Nick Murray, band president, and
Karthik Krishna-Kumar, drum major, and front, left to right, Jessica Nagourney,
color-guard captain, Victoria McNally, drum major, Gail Marie Sprague, colorguard captain, and Joe Ellis, drum captain.
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Fred Claus:
Ho, Ho, Hum
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns
Poor Fred Claus. What a tough row to
hoe, hoe, hoe. Yep, he’s Santa’s older
brother, the one you never heard about.
That is, until this middling kiddy flick by
director David Dobkin figured it was
high time to tell one of the most important tales of sibling rivalry since Cain and
Abel. Just in time to compete for those
holiday movie dollars.
In all fairness, Fred Claus attempts to
press all the buttons crucial to a Christmas movie…to explain, despite all commercial evidence to the contrary, the true
meaning of the day. And while there’s
really no way to search a film’s conscience, this one seems sincere. Pity
there’s so little artistic savvy to match.
Like Vince Vaughn’s Fred, the movie’s
askew for want of an identity outside of
the expected. Fred might nod in commiseration if he overheard us in the audience,
murmuring, “Oh, why can’t you be more
like It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) or A
Christmas Story (1983)?” All his life he’s
heard: “Why can’t you be more like your
brother?”
It takes someone like Kathy Bates’s
clueless Mother Claus to be so insensitive in the finer points of childrearing.
Blessed on the second go-round with a
saint of a baby…literally…she probably
figures she’s absolved from any criticism
Dr. Spock might lodge about her disparagement of first kid Fred. Hey, she’s
Santa’s mom.
Fast forward from those Medieval years
to the present day where, through the
magic of some gobbledygook about being frozen in time, all the principals of
our tale are alive and, except for Fred,
doing rather well. Santa, portrayed by
Paul Giamatti, is running his successful
enterprise at the North Pole. Mom and
Dad are qvelling: “Our son the icon.”
But roaming Chicago from one getrich-quick scheme to the next, the stillnever-actualized Fred Claus hunts for
meaning. Nothing works. Yet, for all the
failure he encounters, he’s been graced
with something special: someone who
believes in him. A Brit come to the Windy
City, Wanda (Rachel Weisz) the meter
maid thinks he’s swell.
Of course, whether hardwired to think
he warrants better, doesn’t deserve her,
or an aberrant combination of both, Fred
takes Wanda for granted. Which reminds
us of that great comic actor who specialized in similarly goodhearted cads cruising for a redemptive bruising. Too bad
that frozen-in-time thing couldn’t conjure John Candy to play the lead.

With all due respect to Mr. Vaughn, a
talent with his own gifts, but a mere
mortal all the same, what’s called for
here is someone to steal the show. Someone to blow hard some verve into a script
that lacks for novelty and nuance, to fill
the cracks in its perfunctory, only occasionally inventive storyline.
Otherwise, the movie has its entertaining moments, which includes a pop analysis of children living in the shadow of
their famous siblings. One humorous
scene shows Fred in a group therapy
session, hashing it out with kindred souls
Roger Clinton, Frank Stallone and Steven
Baldwin. All yearn to prove their own
worth.
No surprise, that opportunity arises for
Fred when, once again, he needs to be
bailed out of a tough spot. OK, figures
baby brother. But this time, he’s going to
invoke some tough love. With just a few
days before Christmas, Santa could use
some extra help. Fred is persuaded to fill
that bill.
Chauffeured north by head elf Willie
(John Michael Higgins), who will serve
as his roommate, tour guide and partner
in long-held wishes, Fred arrives to find
trouble in this otherwise fanciful paradise. Those powers that be are questioning the cost effectiveness of Christmas.
Efficiency expert Clyde has been dispatched, sharp pencil in hand.
As a subtext, we kiddies learn what
goes into the making of a hard-nose like
Clyde. Played by Kevin Spacey with that
callous disregard doubtless inspired by
his office manager in Glengarry Glen
Ross (1992), his scrutinization reaches
Grinch proportions. Psst! Don’t give it
away to Junior…but through some loophole, Clyde closes Santa down.
Yikes. What’s a patron saint to do?
Well, lucky for us there’s a little known
clause about Clauses. You see, dear Fred,
being the Claus of the second part, cannot be stopped from filling in for his
esteemed brother. Call it a human variation on Rudolph’s tale…whereas one previously deemed least likely to succeed is
entrusted with the whole ball of wax.
It’s simplistic and too often lacking in
filmic grace. Still, while there isn’t enough
here to convert skeptics, viewers who
bring sufficient Christmas spirit of their
own to the theatre are apt to judge Fred
Claus less cinematically naughty than
nice.
***
Fred Claus, rated PG, is a Warner
Bros. Pictures release directed by David
Dobkin and stars Vince Vaughn, Paul
Giamatti and Rachel Weisz. Running
time: 116 minutes.
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Turkey Again...
By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

the soup into bowls and top each
If you’re like me, you’re probably serving with 1 tablespoon of the apple
afraid that you won’t have enough mixture.
food to serve your guests and wind up
cooking enough to feed an army.
*Trader Joe’s sells 20-ounce packs
Last Thanksgiving, I had a whole of prepared organic butternut squash.
turkey left over. And although I like
Turkey Stew
to see that my guests have enjoyed
INGREDIENTS
their meal, I never want to see any
dish completely gone.
1 onion, diced
Whether it’s true or not that this is 1 red pepper, sliced
an indication that there probably 2 tablespoons olive oil
wasn’t enough, I don’t want it to 2 cups chicken broth
happen, and thus, there exists the 1 can (14.5 ounces) diced tomatoes
tendency to go overboard.
2 potatoes, peeled and diced
By Friday night, my family has 2 carrots diced
pretty much had their fill of turkey, 3 cloves garlic
stuffing and potatoes so new ways to 1 teaspoon ground ginger
recycle the turkey are being invented 1 teaspoon ground mustard
every year. Of
½ teaspoon celery
course, donating
salt
large sums of leftSalt & pepper
overs are always a
2 cups leftover turgood way to go.
key, cut into cubes
Mobile Wheels of
PROCEDURE
Westfield located
at 170 Elm Street
In a large pan,
welcomes food
sauté the onion and
donations. Call
the red pepper in
(908) 233-6146.
the olive oil for 3
Turkey sandto 4 minutes until
wiches and turkeythey are browned.
Turkey Pot Pie
salad sandwiches
Transfer to a large
are fine alternatives for snacking the pot and add the broth, diced tomaday after. We like to spice up the toes, potatoes carrots, garlic ground
turkey leftovers by making honey ginger, ground mustard, celery salt,
mustard turkey wraps with sliced red salt & pepper. Cover and simmer for
onion or Mexican-style wraps with 45 minutes. Add the turkey and simguacamole and salsa, which taste great mer for an additional 15 minutes.
on whole wheat or chile flour torti- Serve over rice, if desired.
llas.
Turkey Pot Pie
Additionally, the following recipes
INGREDIENTS
not only solve the problem, but they’re
delicious as well. The turkey squash 2 frozen 9-inch piecrusts
soup puts the turkey carcass to good 1 baking potato
use. Although this recipe doesn’t call 1 onion, diced
for using any turkey, adding some 2 carrots, sliced
diced turkey makes a nice addition.
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 cup chicken broth
Turkey Squash Soup
2 tablespoons flour
INGREDIENTS
1 cup cooked turkey, diced
1 onion
½ cup frozen or canned corn
2 tablespoons olive oil, divided
½ cup frozen peas
¾ cup apple cider
2 cloves garlic
2 ½ cups chicken broth
PROCEDURE
1 turkey carcass
Preheat
the oven to 350 degrees.
20 ounces (about 4 cups) butternut
Remove the piecrusts from the freezer
squash, peeled and diced*
about 30 to 40 minutes before ready
Salt & pepper
to use. Boil the potato for 20 to 25
1 apple, diced
minutes in a small pot. Let cool for 5
½ cup chopped hazelnuts
minutes, remove, peel and chop into
1 teaspoon sugar
1 inch dice. While the potato is boilPROCEDURE
ing, sauté the onion and the carrots in
In a small pan, sauté the onion in the olive oil in a large sauté pan and
1 tablespoon of the olive oil for 2-3 over a high heat for 2 to 3 minutes or
minutes or until the onion begins to until the onion is browned. Pour in
brown. Add the apple cider and cook the chicken broth. Add the flour to
for 3 minutes until it becomes syrupy. thicken. Add the potato, turkey, corn,
Pour the broth into a large pot. Add peas and garlic and let simmer for 5
the turkey carcass and the squash. minutes. Pour into 1 piecrust. Lay the
Transfer the onion mixture to the pot. remaining piecrust on top. If the dough
Season with salt & pepper. Cover and breaks, push back together and patch
simmer for 1-½ hours. Before serv- together. Don’t worry how it looks
ing, sauté the apple, nuts and sugar in before it bakes. Bake for 35 to 40
the remaining tablespoon of oil. Ladle minutes.
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EDISON SCHOOL BRINGS SHAKESPEARE TO WESTFIELD…More than
40 Edison Intermediate School (EIS) thespians will be featured in a fun, updated
version of Shakespeare’s comical farce Twelfth Night (Or, Like, Whatever) on
Thursday, November 29, at 4 p.m., Friday, November 30, at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, December 1, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 pre-sale and $8 at the door.
Tickets will go on sale on Monday in the EIS lobby at 3 p.m. In addition to the 44
actors, 39 students will support the play behind the scenes in the crew. Students
pictured are, back row, Julia Miller, Maura Heinbokel, Robert Romano, Bernadette
Hopen, Dan Fahrenthold and Annie Oldakowski. Front row, from left to right, are
William Cary and Keiran Cline.

Vic’
ks
Vic’ss Pic
Picks
Ingrid Michaelson: More Than
Just a Voice on Television
By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you’re a female in the 18-49
demographic and if you didn’t give
up on “Grey’s Anatomy” after some
of its sub-par season-three episodes,
you know Ingrid Michaelson.
The 27-year-old singer-songwriter
contributed multiple songs to the
show last year, her music sometimes
providing the most earnest moments
in a season in which the characters’
actions and emotions often seemed
too far-fetched. And at the request of
the show’s music supervisor and producers, she penned the gorgeous,
cello-enhanced “Keep Breathing” for
the season finale’s explosive final
minutes.
“Keep Breathing” is only available
on the “Grey’s Anatomy Vol. 3”
soundtrack, and it’s definitely a song
worth owning, but buyer beware: normally infallible music supervisor Alex
Patsavas has made a huge mistake.
The album is characteristically varied and emotional, with original contributions from up-and-comers, but it
kicks off with one of the most grating,
awful songs in recent memory.
What inspired Peter Bjorn & John
etc to pen the horrid “Young Folks” is
anyone’s guess. When I worked at the
Gap and had to hear it every three
hours for a month, I developed a
Pavlovian response to run away at its
opening whistling. When I was in the
middle of watching the Mets lose
tremendously to the Nationals in September and someone at Shea Stadium
thought it would be a good idea to
play that music video on the
scoreboard, I stopped covering my
eyes and started covering my ears.
So when I stuck in the third “Grey’s”
soundtrack and heard its first notes,
my first instinct was to run into the
Gap stock room. When that proved

Symphony, Jarvi
Present ‘Resurrection’
NEWARK – Music director Neeme
Järvi will display his conducting skills
when the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra presents Gustav Mahler’s
Symphony No. 2, “Resurrection” on
Friday, November 30, at 8 p.m. at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark.
This work, considered by many to
be Mahler’s greatest, is one that expresses the composer’s faith and spirituality.
Leading soprano Twyla Robinson
and mezzo-soprano Nancy Maultsby,
coupled with the world-renowned
150-voice Westminster Symphonic
Choir, converge in the performances.
Three performances of Mahler’s
“Resurrection” will take place: November 30 at NJPAC, Saturday, December 1, at 8 p.m. at the Patriots
Theater at the War Memorial in Trenton, and Sunday, December 2, at 3
p.m. at NJPAC.
Single tickets begin at $20 for all
three performances. Subscription series tickets for the season are still
available and may be purchased by
calling 1-800-ALLEGRO (255-3476)
or online by visiting njsymphony.org.

CDC to Show Musical
Version of ‘Frog, Toad’
CRANFORD – The Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) will offer musical
renditions of Arnold Lobel’s “Frog
and Toad” stories in December.
In CDC’s musical version of those
same tales, A Year with Frog and Toad
traces the friendship between the seasons. Friends Snail and Mouse, as
well as other woodland creatures, join
an optimistic Frog and a grouchy
Toad.
A Year with Frog and Toad opened
on Broadway in 2003 and received
multiple Tony nominations, including “Best Musical” and “Best Score.”
Although the musical is geared towards a younger audience, adults will
find the show enjoyable as well.
The production plays at the CDC
Community Theatre in Cranford and
is directed by Kevin Kessler and Marc
Ricci.
CDC Theatre will host the shows
on Friday, December 7, at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, December 8, at 10:30 a.m.,
1:30 and 4:30 p.m. and Sunday, December 9, at 1:30 and 4:30 p.m.
Tickets are $8 and are available by
calling the box office at (908) 2767611.

impossible, my second emotion was
pure shock at Alex’s lack of judgment. If you’re going to go for the
soundtrack, take my advice and start
at track two.
But back to Ingrid…
If you’re a person who owns a TV
set and doesn’t fast-forward through
commercials, you know Ingrid
Michaelson.
“If you are chilly, here take my
sweater…” she sings over the Old
Navy commercials that are everywhere right now.
But let’s take television out of the
equation altogether. You should want
to know Ingrid Michaelson.
The dynamic songstress’ style is
somewhat akin to Feist, but
Michaelson adds a dramatic element
to her sound that creates constant
excitement – she knows exactly when
a song needs to bust out of its mellow
confines, and her latest album, “Girls
and Boys,” is an excellent effort.
The assertive guitar rhythms of
opening track “Die Alone,” paired
with lighter vocals, immediately create a musical tension between the
sharp and the subtle, and Michaelson
spends the rest of the album mingling
the best of both.
Her straight vocal delivery lets her
smart lyrics – they’re all over the
album – take center stage. And there’s
an earnestness to her words that makes
each line feel like a revelation. “I
never thought I could love anyone but
myself, now I know I can’t love anyone but you,” she realizes in “Die
Alone.”
And she runs an emotional gamut –
chances are, anyone looking for a
deep quote to perfectly sum up her
pain or defiance or elation will find
what she seeks.
The infectious “The Hat” is a slice
of bubbly guitar pop with catchy
rhythms that are a surprising, but
successful, pairing with a narrative
about accepting a break-up. “I remember the first time we
danced…what I don’t recall is why I
said, ‘I simply can’t sleep in this tiny
bed with you anymore’…I’ll only see
you in my dreams at night, and that’s
alright,” Michaelson sings with conviction.
On the other hand, the heartbreaking words of “December Baby,” delivered sadly over a soft acoustic guitar, don’t hide anguish at the thought
of a relationship ending. “You finished first, I must catch up to
you…How can I catch up when I
don’t want to? How can I catch up
when I still want you?” Swirling
instrumentals start to take over as she
repeats her questions.
On “Highway,” she’s a mother who
can’t believe she’s driving her kid to
college. And when she chooses a narrative role, the 27-year-old fully inhabits it – she might as well have 20
more years of life experience behind
her.
She’s a master at knowing when to
add vocal harmonies – she never
oversaturates a song, and when she
layers, she does it gracefully and
effectively (see the wonderful moment of clarity capping off “Die
Alone”).
With “Girls and Boys,” Michaelson
has crafted a lovely record cohesive
in spirit but with enough musical and
lyrical variation to stay interesting.
If you remember the wedding-dress
scene from the “Grey’s” season finale, you should get your hands on
“Keep Breathing.” Otherwise, go for
“Girls and Boys.” There’s not an obnoxious song in this bunch.

Singers Perform
In Dec., Jan. Concerts
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, December 9, at 4 p.m., the Madrigal
Singers, directed by Elaine Fiorino,
will perform at the Community Congregational Church on 200 Hartshorn
Drive in Short Hills.
Then, on Sunday, January 6, at 4
p.m., the singers will perform at the
First United Methodist Church, located at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
The selections include music inspired by the Christmas story, with
flutes and readings.
Donations can be made at the door.
For more information, call (908)
233-1570.
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Set design/scenic artist Roy ChamIn the courtroom scene, Deputy Governor Danforth is nicely portrayed by bers presents professional caliber backdrops of forest and
Billy Geltzeiler,
slatted wooden
whose piercing
house outlines.
voice, regal stature
Functional, movand command of the
able small pieces
stage make him perfor individual
fectly cast in the
scenes work well.
role.
Spectacular
Likewise, Max
lighting design by
Lazar as Giles
Michael Kimmel
Corey reveals just
and
Lisa
the right sarcastic
Weinshrott sets the
edge of a man who
mood in the forest,
would never give in
the courtroom, the
to the court’s dejail and the various
mand for a confeshome interiors.
sion of “yea” or
Costumes, de“nay.” He would
signed by Darlene
rather be pressed to
Majewski, are audeath as he expels
thentic looking,
“More weight” with
right down to the
his last breath.
shoes.
The smaller-yetSound design by
significant roles of
John Burns and
Tituba, Martha
top-notch sound
Corey/Sarah Good
(Dara Silverman), THE WHOLE TRUTH AND NOTH- personnel augment
BUT THE TRUTH...In Westfield
Reverend Parris and ING
High School’s production of The Cru- the cast members’
Ezekial Cheever cible, John Proctor (Michael articulation with
(Nick Brennan) are Tannenbaum) encourages his hired the aid of individual
played by actors girl, Mary Warren, (Melanie Jackson) body microphones.
Westfield High
who handle their to tell the truth in Deputy Governor
School’s drama
characters memora- Danforth’s court.
teacher and play
bly.
In the courtroom, Kate presents Eliza- director White has taught the actors the
beth Proctor’s dilemma with convic- essence of this passionate play to bring
tion. And in the final jail scene when the unforgettable experience to life as a
Elizabeth resigns herself to John’s de- constant lesson for all.
cision, that quiet resignation reverberates in Kate’s poignant voice and body
Singers, Choir
language.
Michael handles the lead role of John
Prepare for Season
Proctor wonderfully. He is especially
CRANFORD – The Celebration
moving as he fights for the legacy of his
Singers and Children’s Choirs will
name.
“What is a man’s name?” he asks the present their winter performance of
town’s officials. When Michael as Proc- “December Sounds” at the Cranford
tor declares, “It is my name and I cannot Harvest Training Center on Myrtle
have another,” he delivers the line with Street at 8:15 p.m. on December 14
and 15.
powerful sincerity.
In preparation, the Children’s Choir
The final scene — complete with
crimson sky, shadowed faces, three – a tuition-free organization – has
hangman’s nooses and a curious group worked through its repertoire since
of townspeople who process down the mid-September.
The Children’s Choir now consists
aisles of the theater — is remarkable in
its accuracy. Historians agree that of 68 children (about 30 boys and 38
witches were hanged, not burned to girls) from Union, Middlesex and
Somerset Counties, representing
death.
Director Darlene White and assistant more than 20 communities. Over the
director Mia Pafumi carry the somber past 12 years, more than 400 children
tone to its ultimate conclusion in the have participated in the choir.
For additional information about
curtain calls where the actors merely
give a slight nod of the head. Director the Children’s Choir, call Tom Pedas
White elicits amazing, powerful per- at (908) 245-2339 or visit celebration-singers.org.
formances from the teens.

WHO WANTS TO BE A MILLIONAIRE…During the Lower School Cabaret at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School on November 6, Christopher Hillenbrand of
Mountainside performed the violin solo, “Millionaire’s Hoedown,” by Herman
Clebanoff. A fifth grader, he is the son of Gerald and Cheng-Yen Hillenbrand of
Mountainside.

Book Store Hosts Signing
For Local Teenage Author
WESTFIELD — The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host an author
meet-and-greet for Sam Vitale on
Saturday, November 24 from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. She is a Westfield resident
and author of “Wasted Time,” a book
geared for 9 to 12 year olds.
“Wasted Time” revolves around
Henry, Bret and Lily Mulligan, who
had always been warned not to waste
their time but didn’t think it was important until they met someone whose
life depended on it.
While
playing
in
their
grandmother’s attic one afternoon,
the children find themselves in the
company of “Time,” who desperately

calls upon them for help.
Together, the children must travel
to the past, present and future to prevent people from wasting their
newfound friend, but the Mulligans
find the task to be more difficult than
they had ever suspected.
Sam’s desire to make fantasy into
reality prompted her to begin writing
“Wasted Time” when she was 16. She
now is a freshman in college.
Those attending can meet Sam at the
bookstore, located at 270 East Broad
Street at the corner of Elmer Street.
Those who cannot attend should call
the store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve
an autographed copy of her book.

Library Presents ‘Three
Artists, Three Visions’
SCOTCH PLAINS — Three local
artists, Connie Pinkowski, Paula Pearl
and Steve Willis, will share their views
of the world through three different
mediums in Scotch Plains. During the
month of December, the Scotch Plains
Library will host the artists’ works in
photography, pastel and pencil.
“Three Artists – Three Visions”
will be on display at the Scotch Plains
Library Gallery from December 3 to
30. The Artists Reception will be held
on Sunday, December 9, from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m.
Ms. Pinkowski sees the world
through the lens of a camera. She
studied photography at Rochester Institute of Technology and has spent 20
years working in the field of magazine
publishing. She has recently taken
additional photography and print
classes at the duCret School of Art in
Plainfield and shows and sells her
work at various events in New Jersey.
Ms. Pearl started her art career seeing life through a lens. After graduating from Syracuse University, with a
dual major from the Newhouse School
and the School of Visual and Per-

forming Arts, she began a career in
photography in New York City.
She started painting with watercolors about five years ago and soon
after tried her hand at pastels. The
rich intensity of the colors and the
layering effects that are possible with
pastel make it her medium of choice.
Mr. Willis has owned and operated
the Bike Stand in Scotch Plains for
the past 25 years. His interest in art
started when he was young. He was
headed toward a vocation in art before being pushed toward a business
degree. He set aside his pencils and
brushes for almost 30 years as he
completed his education, raised a family and built a business.
After encouragement from his wife,
he started with graphite and soon progressed to watercolors and acrylics.
“Three Artists – Three Visions”
will be on display at the Scotch Plains
Library Gallery from December 3 to
30. An artists’ reception will be held
on Sunday, December 9, from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m.
The library is open daily. For more
information, call (908) 322-5007.
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Clark Returns from Biking
Across Country for Cancer
All photography by Susan M. Dougherty
For The Westfield Leader/ Times

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPIRITED PERFORMANCE...A horrified Abigail Williams (Erin Scialabba) gets the rest of the young girls in Salem to
“see” the devil’s spirit with her in a witch trial in Salem.

High School’s Crucible Reveals
‘Prodigious Power’ in Miller Play
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — “A prodigious
power is among us,” states a character
from The Crucible, Westfield High
School’s fall production presented from
November 15 to 17. The power in this
version is based on student talent,
thoughtful direction and artistic vision.
First produced on Broadway in 1953,
The Crucible was penned by Arthur
Miller in response to the fear of communism during the Cold War that resulted in hearings by the House Committee on Un-American Activities.
The play, Miller’s reaction to the
McCarthy paranoia, is a parable set in
1692. It revolves around strict Puritanical views and a time period with overzealous clergy and an unrelenting fear
of witchcraft.
The story begins as the Reverend
Parris (Bobby O’Rourke) discovers that
his daughter Betty (Jessica Harris), his
nieceAbigail Williams (Erin Scialabba)
and other young girls have been cavorting in the woods and conjuring up the
devil with servant Tituba (Jenna Roth).
Parris calls on witchcraft expert Rev-

erend John Hale (James Seip) to see if
the afflicted young girls are being ma-

CATCH-22 SITUATION...Elizabeth
Proctor (Kate Douglas) tries to soften
the truth, while her husband, John
Proctor, (Michael Tannenbaum) (with
his back to her) and the Reverend John
Hale listen to her explanation of why
Abigail was fired.

named John Proctor (Michael
Tannenbaum). That misguided love
lurks in the misty shadows at the heart
of the play.
When Proctor spurns Abigail, she
plans to get rid of his wife Elizabeth
(Kate Douglas) and involves the whole
community of easily bullied young girls.
The storyline of this production, however, takes a backseat to the stellar
performances of the cast, which presents visually and emotionally riveting
scenes.
James Seip, as the reverend, emotes
palpable anguish when he discovers
the girls’ charade.
Erin Scialabba has the ability to give
Abigail the duality needed for credibility. In the forest, she is a hot-blooded
temptress, yet in the courtroom, she
emits cold, calculating power like a
beacon from a lonely lighthouse.
Mary Warren, well played by Melanie
Jackson, believes in her own importance. Mary’s resolve to tell the truth is
trumped by Abigail’s hold over her.

nipulated by the devil himself.
The teenage ringleader, Abigail loves
her former employer, a married man
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CONTINUED: CRUCIBLE

WESTFIELD — Pedaling his way
down North Avenue last week, Geoff
Clark, sales manager of Jay’s Cycle
Center in Westfield, returned from
his cross-country bike trip that began
in San Diego, Calif., in October.
Mr. Clark successfully met his goal
to ride close to 170 miles daily and
raised approximately $3,000 for cancer research, which will benefit
Tomorrow’s Children Institute, a pediatric oncology research group.
Mr. Clark was not alone upon his
arrival, as approximately 20 friends
had left Jay’s Cycle Center early that
morning to bike down to meet him at
Hoffman’s Bakery in Allentown. The
whole group then biked together back
up to Westfield.
Mark Otto, one of Mr. Clark’s
friends, said while he hadn’t been
riding far as of late, it was important
to him to join his friend.
“I figured if he could ride cross
country, whatever pain I’d have for
those 100 miles would be nothing,”
he said.
Mr. Clark said riding home the last
50 miles with his wife and friends
was definitely one of the highlights of
a trip that had proven challenging at
times, especially with rapid weather
changes and some detours along the
way.
“You can’t really train for that level
of intensity, so it really wears you
down,” said Mr. Clark, who lost 10
pounds over the course of the journey. “But I got stronger and stronger
each day…I feel really good.”
Friend Paul Drake, who assisted
Mr. Clark for the first portion of the
trip and followed him via an SUV,
said the first 10 days were complicated by the same Santa Ana winds
responsible for the recent wildfires in
California. But Mr. Clark persevered
against the fiercely blowing sand
across the high desert.
“If he wasn’t a pro, I would’ve told
him to stop,” Mr. Drake said. “Then
in Salt River Canyon, there’s about a
2,000-foot drop. I could even smell
the brakes.”
Back home, such situations also
had Mr. Clark’s wife, Jennifer, concerned.
“He’s raced pro, so I always knew
he could do the mileage…but then
there were bumps in the road like
those 80-mile-per-hour winds,” she
said. “He did call in every night, but
for two days he lost cell service. That’s
when I went a little crazy.”
An eighth-grade science teacher in
Roselle, she was able to drive 12
hours to Maggieville, N.C., and join
her husband for the last four days of
his trip, which fell during the teachers’ convention break.
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across from the high school
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WILLOW FURNITURE: Build Your Own at the Show!
Bim Willow, the author of “Making Gypsy Willow Furniture” will be giving
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And while Mrs. Clark followed her
husband by vehicle with friend Stefanie Meyers, their other friend, Erik
Leite, vice principal of Abraham Clark
High School in Roselle, biked alongside him from that point onward.
“I’m a cancer survivor, five years
cancer-free,” Mr. Leite said, explaining that he was inspired by Lance
Armstrong to begin riding, and Mr.
Clark became his coach.
Mr. Leite and Mr. Clark rode together through the Blue Ridge Mountains, a highlight of the trip for both of
them.
“There’s nothing else that high for
miles, so you really see everything,”
Mr. Leite said.
“It’s absolutely stunning views everywhere,” Mr. Clark said.
Another highlight included receiving an encouraging phone call from
Tina Mayolo-Pic, who Mr. Clark described as “one of the most successful female professional bike riders
the U.S. has ever produced.”
During the trip, Mr. Clark kept a

detailed blog that supporters could
read regularly at enduranceguru.com,
a website he’d set up to raise funds for
cancer research. He said he was
amazed that on one particular day, his
blog received 563 hits.
It also allowed fellow Jay’s Cycle
employee, Jean Tintle to highlight
Mr. Clark’s whereabouts on a large
map at Jay’s Cycle Center. She’d used
a pink cancer-awareness tack pin she’d
received at a recent mammogram to
mark his current position each day.
“This was really an experience of a
lifetime, a really cool adventure,” Mr.
Clark said. “I learned a lot about
myself physically and mentally...But
it will be nice to get back to normal
life.”
Mrs. Clark said the couple planned
to take it easy and enjoy some quiet
time together the following day.
“I’ll pamper him a little, make a
nice dinner, make sure he keeps his
feet up. Although…” she added jokingly, “There is that yard work that’s
been piling up.”

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING FROM HIS TREK…Surrounded by friends who biked from
Allentown to Westfield with him Geoff Clark – third from left in center row with
his wife, Jennifer – returned last week from a three-week bike journey across the
country to benefit cancer research.

Audience Relives Hoax
That ‘Shocked America’
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Memorial Library (FML) recently used
a classic trick to give the community
a Halloween treat.
On October 25, FML presented
“The Night that Shocked America,”
the original “Mercury Theatre on the
Air” broadcast of H.G. Wells’ novel
“War Of The Worlds” as performed
by Orson Welles.
“Old Time Radio Man” Henry L.
Morse of Edison emceed the event,
which included a lecture and discussion of the Welles production and its
aftermath.
The FML presentation of “War of
the Worlds” occurred almost 70 years
to the day of its first broadcast on
October 30, 1938, over the CBS radio
network.
The original production aired as a
series of news bulletins and was so
authentic that many listeners were
convinced that Martians were invading the United States.
New Jersey played a prominent
role in the hoax, as Welles, who also
produced the show, changed the setting of the novel from Woking, England to Grover’s Mill, now part of
West Windsor Township.
Although Mr. Welles provided a
disclaimer at the beginning of the
broadcast advising listeners that the
program they were about to hear was
a Halloween prank, many listeners
either did not hear his warning or
tuned in during the presentation and
did not realize the events they were
listening to were not real.
“I think it was a brilliant-but-perhaps-not-well-thought-out stroke of
genius for Orson Welles to conceive a
show that would appear as a news
broadcast,” said Mr. Morse, who has
been “an amateur radio historian and

the

devoted fan of radio’s golden age” for
many years. “The show was very well
done and certainly reflected the level
of thought at the time it was broadcast,” he added.
Helen and Sid Frank traveled from
North Jersey to attend the event.
Mrs. Frank, who has served on the
Board of the Springfield Library, and
Mr. Frank, a docent at Liberty Hall in
Union, are both lovers of history.
“The library was great to hold this
presentation,” said Mrs. Frank. “It is
an excellent program, and Mr. Morse
was interesting and well-prepared,”
she continued.
Many attendees remained amazed
that the 1938 radio presentation of
“War of the Worlds” could cause the
panic it did.
“As with all contemporary audiences, [the FML attendees’] level of
awareness makes them wonder how
so many people could have been
fooled,” said Mr. Morse.
“After some discussion, they realized that times were different, and the
radio media was still in its infancy.”
The Friends of the Library sponsored Mr. Morse’s presentation, said
Dan Weiss, FML director.
“Mr. Morse, the ‘Old Time Radio
Man,’ gave a smart and engrossing
presentation and led the crowd
through some interesting discussion
on the impact of Orson Welles’ radio drama and whether such a reaction could happen again,” said Mr.
Weiss.
Mr. Morse, who claims to be experiencing his “third attempt at retirement,” currently presents radio-related entertainment and education to
senior citizen organizations, libraries
and art centers.
Mr. Morse can be contacted by
phone at (732) 548-5677 or by e-mail
at spock1@optonline.net.
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like no other store in Westfield

Richard Rothbard will be showing his intricately carved boxes called “Boxology”
at the Westﬁeld Artists market. Come see Richard and other talented artists
displaying and selling their best work at the Armory.
See Richards boxes at www.boxology.com

If you buy one of my
boxes in the $50.00
range, I will refund
your admission.

Meet Richard
Rothbard,
Boxologist!
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On The Road to Success, How to Become a Successful Artist
DON’T MISS THE SUNDAY AFTERNOON SEMINAR (1pm-3pm):
“ON THE ROAD TO SUCCESS” HOW TO BECOME A SUCCESSFUL ARTIST.
Artists will talk about their careers. Question & answer period afterward.

$1 OFF ADMISSION
WITH THIS AD!

Hours Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 10am-4:30pm Admission: $7 • under 10 free

VISIT www.AmericanArtMarketing.com
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www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

