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Court Fails in Burden of Proof
Regarding Guilt of Congo the Dog

Parent Commends F-SP
Club for College Night
As the parent of a Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School junior who at-
tended the College Night on October
25, I wish to commend the College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on its
production of the 55th-annual College
Night at SPFHS.

With 116 representatives from na-
tionwide universities, students had a
varied choice of schools to investigate.
Since so many of the representatives
were young, an easy rapport devel-
oped. Admission procedures were aptly
discussed, and literature was available.
In view of their travels from afar (in
many cases after work), the representa-
tives were treated to a light supper
provided by College Club members.

Not to be forgotten, the ROTC stu-
dents who served as guides were treated
to pizza and soda. I’m sure parents
from the eight private schools in the
area included in this service will join
me in thanking the College of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains for this outstanding com-
munity contribution.

Kerry Bartley
Scotch Plains

County GOP Slate
Thanks the Voters

Thank you to all of the volunteers
who helped us during our campaign;
your hard work and belief in us is what
gave us the energy to press forward
each day. We wish to especially thank
our families, because without their pa-
tience and understanding, we would
not have been able to give the time that
is necessary to campaign countywide.

But most importantly, a resounding
“Thank You” to the voters of Union
County who graciously came out and
supported us on Election Day. Though
not quite able to secure seats on the UC
Board of Chosen Freeholders, we know
that our message of “Good Govern-
ment” did not fall on deaf ears and trust
that the residents of Union County will
continue to challenge the winners to
pursue fiscal responsibility and fair-
ness in all that they do.

Finally, we wish all of those who
were successful on all levels for all
elected offices good luck and God speed
as you go about the business of govern-
ment for the benefit of all the good
residents of Union County.
Patricia Quattrocchi, John Russitano

and Robert Reilly, GOP Candidates
for Union County Freeholder

Govt. Needs to Discuss Escalating
Costs of Energy-Efficient Products

Fanwood Councilman-Elect Parenti
Looks Forward to Serving Borough

Many Helped Make
CROP Walk a Success
The organizers of this fall’s CROP

Walk, an event made possible by the
work of scores of volunteers and in-
tended to help fight world hunger, noted
that a participating church had been
omitted in our press releases.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church was an important participant in
this event. This church was a leader
with the on-line pledges.

We also want to note that the Evangel
Church is adding to the funds raised
and hosted the community Thanksgiv-
ing service where the dollars raised by
the CROP Walk were presented on Mon-
day, November 19.

Cena Pollitt
Fanwood

I read with great interest the letter of
Joshua Suri (November 15 edition) and
his experiences trying to buy a fuel-
efficient hybrid automobile. He charac-
terizes the dealers as “hypocrites,” but
it seems the manufacturers need to be
included in this description as well.

Sadly, Mr. Suri’s experience with an
auto is very much prevalent in any ap-
pliance or service that involves energy.
Washers, dryers and dishwashers car-
rying the energy-efficient seal cost more
than double of those without the seal. A
home-heating gas furnace of 95 percent
efficiency, the highest made, as well as
a central air conditioning system of the
highest rating also cost more than double
the less-efficient models.

It’s thought that none of these appli-
ances will last long enough to return
their initial investment over their ser-
vice life and that includes, in the equa-
tion, the current high cost of gas, elec-
tric and gasoline. So why buy them?

Manufacturers have justified these
punitive prices as the result of added
material and labor costs to build the
more-efficient appliance or auto. The
word that comes to mind is hogwash.

What are we to do? If we boycott
these products, not only do we hurt
ourselves but also we don’t help the

broader picture of reducing greenhouse
gases or weaning ourselves from for-
eign oil and gas dependence.

These represent, to me, major policy
initiatives that we should be able to
look to our federal government for lead-
ership.

The current Republican administra-
tion and a backbone of Republican phi-
losophy is that we should have as little
government control as possible. This
flies in the face of Mr. Suri’s suggestion
that we call our congressman; toward
what end? He’s (she’s) likely to say, if
he’s a Republican, what we have is
free-market economics at its best, and
the market is doing its job.

The other side of the aisle, the Demo-
crats, as near as I can determine, are
always accused of attempting too many
government controls, have offered noth-
ing in the area of energy policy.

Perhaps a public discussion between
the parties, which starts with the cur-
rent excessive cost of buying an en-
ergy-efficient auto or appliance as one
aspect of the overall problem, can lead
us to helping the planet and relieving us
of ever-increasing energy costs that are,
frankly, smothering this writer.

Ken Licata
Scotch Plains

I wish to publicly thank Fanwood
voters for giving me the honor and
privilege to serve as a councilman for
the next three years. The knowledge
that I have gained while going door to
door and talking with people will en-
able me to represent your views while
serving on the governing body.

I cannot let the opportunity pass to
express my gratitude to my running
mate, Joel Stroz. I admire his diligence
and courageous efforts to deliver infor-
mation on the issues to our citizens. I
have the highest confidence in his abil-
ity, and I know he will be an excellent
candidate for office in the future.

Special thanks go to everyone who
worked on my behalf during the cam-
paign. Their devoted efforts, guidance
and unwavering support helped win
this election.

I would also like to thank all the
candidates who ran in this election. The
fact that they were willing to volunteer
and serve speaks volumes for each of
them.

I am looking forward to serving the
people in Fanwood once again, and I
pledge to my best to help “Make
Fanwood Better.”

Anthony Parenti
Fanwood Councilman-Elect

The case of Congo, the German shepherd cur-
rently on death row for having attacked a landscaper
in his owners’ yard last June, has captured mass
public attention and media coverage while the court
system decides his fate.

According to Congo’s owners, the 18-month-old
canine was provoked by the actions of a crew of
landscapers who had arrived ahead of schedule that
day to perform work at the Princeton Township
home of his owners, Guy and Elizabeth James.

The couple contends the landscapers entered their
fenced-in yard after being instructed not to and were
approached by Congo’s mate and four puppies.
They maintain one worker wielded a rake at the
dogs, while a second shielded himself behind Mrs.
James, accidentally knocking her to the ground.

Congo’s owners say their dog perceived the
worker’s behavior as a threat to Mrs. James’ safety
and attacked the man. The landscaper, who sus-
tained multiple bite wounds and scratches, has since
recovered and ultimately received a $250,000 insur-
ance settlement.

Meanwhile, a Princeton Municipal Court judge,
along with the local prosecutor and animal control
officer, disputed the Jameses’ claims that the attack
was provoked. Congo was sentenced to death, al-
though his execution has been stayed while his
owners appeal his case to the Superior Court. Congo
also has been allowed to return home to his family
and their other pets pending the outcome of the
appeal.

Public response to the controversial case – which
has been covered in newspapers, on radio and tele-
vision – has overwhelmingly been in favor of grant-
ing Congo a reprieve. A municipal court hearing on
the case November 13, during which the judge

reaffirmed his decision that Congo must die, drew
more than 100 protestors to a rally outside the
building. According to the Trentonian, a radio poll
found 35,000 callers to be in favor of sparing Congo,
while only 1,000 supported the judge’s ruling.

Beyond public sentiment, however, we believe
this dog has not received a “fair trial.” While the legal
channels regarding human and animal offenses are
not parallel, we nevertheless feel a sufficient amount
of “reasonable doubt” exists to warrant sparing
Congo’s life.

For openers, the landscaper did not dispute having
entered the yard after being told to wait outside, or of
having grabbed Mrs. James from behind in an at-
tempt to shield himself from the dogs, an action that
Congo may have perceived as a threat to his mistress.

Additionally, no evidence has been presented that
Congo ever previously showed aggression toward
any person. Further, an employee of the kennel
where the James family boards their dogs – who has
groomed Congo and who was among those protest-
ing his death sentence November 13 outside the
municipal building – was quoted in The Star-Ledger
as saying he “never growled at me.”

Finally, written statements made by the Jameses to
animal control officer Mark Johnson – which the
family and their attorney say would bolster their
claim the attack was provoked – could not be admit-
ted in court because they were destroyed by a stray
dog Mr. Johnson had in his car.

We hope the Superior Court will consider these
factors when weighing the Jameses’ appeal on be-
half of Congo. While officials have a primary duty to
ensure public safety, we believe enough mitigating
factors exist here to justify sparing his life. May this
dog finally have his day.

Agreement in Principle?
Keep History Out of the Dustbin

I was shocked by the narrowly averted
waste of valuable resources precipi-
tated by the recent “de-accessioning”
of local-history books by the Westfield
Memorial Library (Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, November 15, 2007,
page 1).

While it’s understandable that library
personnel needed to eliminate surplus
or disused material, it is beyond reason
that no one checked with local experts
as to whether any of it might be of
redeeming interest to those who collect
such things or study the history of
Westfield and the surrounding area.

It’s ironic that a chance encounter by
the Westfield Historical Society cura-
tor led to the revelation that there were
“carloads” of rare and collectible books
piled outside the library awaiting the
recycling truck. Thankfully, those irre-
placeable items were spared that grim
fate. As a result, there is now an “agree-

ment in principle” to check on the mer-
its of books before they’re carted off to
the shredder.

It’s surprising that there hasn’t been
a system in place to carefully review
and either archive or monetize surplus
resources. There is a lucrative market
for historical matter, and collectors are
even willing to pay for items worn by
years of use. Instead of relegating our
history to the dustbin (albeit one that is
marked “recycle”), consider the funds
that could be raised by selling these
unwanted books.

The library could donate the pro-
ceeds to the historical society or ear-
mark the money for its own programs
highlighting the rich legacy passed
down from the Lenni Lenape to the
early settlers to generations of fascinat-
ing townsfolk.

William Cort
Fanwood

Edison PTSO Congratulates
Students on Test Performances

The PTSO of Edison Intermediate
School [Westfield] would like to ex-
tend its congratulations to all Westfield
students on their performances in the
state-mandated proficiency exams taken
last year. The results indicate that
Westfield students far exceed statewide
averages for proficiency in math and
language arts.

As recently indicated by Superinten-
dent of Schools, Margaret Dolan, 93.4
percent of Westfield students tested
above state standards in language arts
(the statewide average being 81.3 per-
cent) and 93 percent of the students
tested above state standards in math
(the statewide average being 77.6 per-
cent). The entire Westfield School Dis-
trict should be proud of this accom-
plishment.

Superintendent Dolan also noted that
because our test scores are so high, we
have the luxury of being able to focus
on a specific student, class, grade level,
etc. which may need our attention. Un-
fortunately, there are some who take
this further and seize the opportunity to
scrutinize district test results on a
school-by-school basis and then make
unfavorable comparisons between one
school and another.

This does our students, and our town,
a disservice. It fosters the mistaken
impression that one school at the el-
ementary or intermediate level is better
than the other; more often than not, it
mistakenly leads some people, espe-
cially those outside the district, to be-
lieve that the schools on one side of

town are better than the other. These
comparisons are especially unfair when
test scores are fluid – one year Wash-
ington School might have the highest
elementary-level test scores in the dis-
trict; the next year, it might be Jefferson.

By way of specific example, for the
2005-06 school year, Edison scored
higher advanced proficiency rates in
math (38.6 percent) than Roosevelt
(35.2 percent); the opposite was true
for the results in language arts
(Roosevelt scored 19.3 percent, Edison
scored 14.5 percent). The overall profi-
ciency rate for both schools in that year
were virtually the same. The point is,
when it comes to comparing test scores
within our district, we are comparing
apples with apples.

As the holiday season approaches,
most residents of Westfield can count
their blessings and feel they have a lot
to be thankful for. One blessing is that
we live in a town with an excellent
school system where all our children
are receiving a superior education –
something the aforementioned test
scores confirm. This is something we
have all worked together to achieve,
and is something we should all con-
tinue to work together to maintain.

This can and should be done without
resorting to negative intra-district com-
parisons. Our children, and our town,
deserve better.

Frances Bradley Capotorto
Corresponding Secretary
Edison PTSO, Westfield

Seniors Should Recognize, Compare
The Available Home-Care Options

A recent AARP study found that 85
percent of older Americans want to
“age in place” and remain in their homes
long after retirement. But how can se-
niors remain independent while facing
increasing medical needs? Home care
can be the answer.

Keeping people home and out of the
hospital clearly has huge economic ben-
efits. The typical hospital stay in New
Jersey averages $32,500, according to
the New Jersey Hospital Association.
There are also many quality home-care
options available. For example, Holy
Redeemer Home Care offers our “ad-
vanced clinical care” in the home ap-
proach. But how do you pick the best
option for your situation? Where do
you look to find quality home-care ser-
vices?

In reality, it’s easy to find quality
home care. Medicare offers Home
Health Compare (medicare.gov/
hhcompare). It’s a free online resource
that helps you find agencies in your
area. With a few clicks, you can com-
pare an agency’s performance on spe-
cific categories against the state and
national average.

November is National Home Care
Month. It’s a time to honor home-care
agencies, their staff and volunteers who
make a remarkable difference in the
lives of patients and their families. It’s
also a perfect time to recognize the
quality home-care options available.

Elaine Bennethum
Holy Redeemer Health System

Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Carucage – Act of plowing
2. Smaragdine – Pertaining to the em-

erald
3. Whirret – To slap; to annoy
4. Lilt – A gay, graceful song

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ABATJOUR
1. One who steals herds of cattle, in

distinction from one who steals a head or
two

2. Skylight that admits or deflects light
3. A slaughterhouse for animals
4. A daydreamer

NORIA
1. A water wheel with buckets
2. The prickly pear
3. A large sea bird; the cormorant
4. A nurse

TALARIA
1. An earthworm
2. A spider that catches its prey by

chasing them
3. Contagious disease of goats, charac-

terized by by failing appetite and a gradual
wasting away

4. Winged sandals
LIMBAT

1. A cool northwest wind of Cyprus
2. An outer jacket made of tough, long-

wearing fabric
3. A courlan, a bird found in the West

Indies and Florida
4. A manrope beside a ladder

The Holiday Tree;
Tis the Season Already?

Is it our imagination or has the 2007 Holiday
season arrived much earlier than usual? October was
barely over before the first Yuletide-themed com-
mercials began running on television and radio,
beckoning shoppers to malls and other retail outlets.

Many stores were fully decked out in Holiday
trees, lights, holly and tinsel at a time when tempera-
tures were still in the 60s and 70s. Some folks have
already strung up lights on their houses, and we see
that Holiday trees are already available for sale. And
before the middle of this month, some downtowns
were already decorated, with wreaths and other
symbols of the coming season adorning lampposts
on their main thoroughfares.

Why the rush to usher in the winter holiday sea-
son? It used to be that Thanksgiving — and more
specifically, Black Friday — signaled the start of the
Holiday rush. That often gave retailers and shoppers
a solid month to get into the spirit. Some stores then
began opening their doors at midnight on Thanks-
giving night —before we even had a chance to digest
the turkey. This year, some retail websites are offer-
ing special sales for online shoppers starting early on
Turkey Day.

But the overt appeal to consumers to start spend-
ing money seemed to get underway much earlier this

year. One reason is fairly obvious: retailers want us
to open our wallets right now rather than wait until
later in December, when gas prices may be higher,
our budgets may be tighter and our yen to spend may
be weaker. Better to force a little holiday spirit on us
today instead of risk us turning into a bunch of tight-
fisted Scrooges next month. And this strategy may
have some validity, since some surveys show retail-
ers expect this year’s holiday shopping season to be
tepid.

And what about the spate of house decorating and
Holiday tree sales we’re seeing in early November?
Is it just a sign of some collective, premature holiday
cheer overtaking us for no apparent reason? Or could
it be a way for some of us to brighten up the gray
gloom of the approaching winter and the shorter
daylight hours now that Daylight Savings Time has
ended? Or is it just a small way for a war-weary
people to spread a little cheer?

It seemed more heartfelt to us when the season was
shorter and when the Holiday tree was known as the
Christmas tree.

Whatever the reasons for the seemingly early start
to the holiday season, we’d just hope that down the
road, taking the kids to see Santa Claus is not a ritual
performed in shorts, T-shirts and flip-flops.
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