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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Gymnasts Get 9th
In NJSIAA Championships
Westfield High School sophomore

Lacy Cummings won the NJSIAA
state gymnastic title in the vault with
a score of 9.85 and the Blue Devils
finished ninth in the team totals with
a score of 107.75 at Hunterdon Cen-
tral High School in Flemington on
November 10. Bishop Ahr won the
team title with a 112.15 total.

As she had done all season,
Cummings nailed her front on, front
tuck to win the vault with her per-
sonal-best score. Also in the individual
competition, she scored a 9.3 on the
floor exercises, a 9.0 on the balance
beam and an 8.7 on the uneven bars.
Jenna Rodrigues scored a 9.325 on the
beam, a 9.175 on the bars, a 9.2 in the
vault and an 8.825 on the floor.

In the team competition, Cummings
scored a 9.7 on vault followed by

Rodrigues at 9.4, Kelsey Greenfield at
9.2 and Claire Stevens-Haas at 9.15.
Cummings scored an 8.8 on bars fol-
lowed by Stevens-Haas at 8.7,
Rodrigues at 8.65 and Greenfield at
8.025. Rodrigues scored 8.975 on beam
followed by Tina Chabrier at 8.575,
Cummings at 8.575 and Allie Barba at
8.5. Cummings scored 9.275 on floor
followed by Stevens-Haas at 8.975,
Chabrier at 8.9 and Rodrigues at 8.6.

TOP 5 TEAMS:
1. Bishop Ahr (BA) 112.15, 2.

Pascack Regional (PR) 112.125, 3.
Hillsborough (H) 111.85, 4. Hunterdon
Central (HC) 110.85, 5. South Brunswick
(SB) 110.625

ALL-AROUND: Chelsea Goldschrafe
(Ramapo) 38.625
VAULT: Cummings (Westfield) 9.85
BARS: Austin Fobes (Howell) 9.775
BEAM: Goldschrafe (Ramapo) 9.7
FLOOR: Goldschrafe (Ramapo) 9.75

SPF’s Marc Fabiano Receives
Academic/All District Honors

EWING – The College of New
Jersey (TCNJ) football senior An-
drew Larkin (Hamilton Square, Notre
Dame) and junior Marc Fabiano
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood) were
amongst the players cited for aca-
demic and athletic excellence by the
2007 CoSIDA ESPN the Magazine
Academic All-District College Divi-
sion. Both are now candidates the
2007 ESPN The Magazine Academic
All-America College Division Team,
which will be announced on Thurs-
day, November 29.

Fabiano, a lineman, now has 55
tackles on the season. He has 24 solo
stops, with 31 assisted tackles and is
averaging 6.1 tackles per game,
which is 19th best in the New Jersey

Athletic Conference (NJAC). In his
first season with the Lions in 2006,
Fabiano earned NJAC Rookie of the
Week honors en route a banner sea-
son that saw him finish as the team’s
second-leading defensive player with
55 stops. Fabiano has amassed 110
career tackles in 19 games played,
while adding 19.5 tackles for a loss
(-104 yards) with 11.5 sacks for -87
yards.

A health and exercise science ma-
jor at TCNJ with a 3.66 GPA, Fabiano
is the Lions’ football representative
to the College’s Student Athlete Ad-
visory Committee (SAAC). A two-
time TCNJ Scholar-Athlete, he is a
nine-game starter this fall and a can-
didate for post-season honors.

Unbeaten Piscataway
Next Up for Devils

It’s amazing what a difference 168
hours can make. A week after stop-
ping my car at the top of the Burlington-
Bristol Bridge to ponder the after-life,
this past Saturday saw me floating
over the BBB with the window down
(yes, it was 38 degrees out) and Meat
Loaf’s “You Took the Words Right
Out of My Mouth (Hot Summer
Night)” blasting on the radio.

The reason for the mood was, of
course, the pretty impressive 21-8
victory by the WHS football team
over Bayonne in their North 2 Group
4 quarterfinal matchup at Kehler Sta-
dium. It was only the sixth home
playoff game for the Blue Devils in
the 34 years of the state playoff sys-
tem. And it was the fifth victory, the
others coming in 1976 (20-8 over
Livingston and 14-0 over Plainfield),
1977 (33-0 over Livingston) and 1998
(33-6 over West Morris).

About the only negative you could
find, even if you used one of those
Dirt Devil vacuums, was that Bayonne
broke up the potential shutout late in
the fourth quarter. While not wanting
to find a black cloud on a sunny day,
that final score should have been 21-
0. Shutouts are a state of mind and a
show of dominance, and no team in
the history of the world has ever lost
a game when the opponent didn’t
score, in any sport.

(Question: If you think shutouts
aren’t that important, then why would
Gary Kehler and defensive coordina-
tor Dick Zimmer put the starters back
in to games — already long-since
decided — whenever an opponent
got down inside the WHS 20? An-
swer: To preserve the shutout.)

Anyhow, the fourth-seeded Blue
Devils now get to play at top-seeded
Piscataway this Saturday in the sec-
tional semifinals; despite the
closesness of the two towns, this will
be their first meeting on the football
field. Since the playoff field was ex-
panded to eight teams per section 10
years ago, WHS has reached the semis
once, in 1998, notching a 44-13 win
at Parsippany Hills.

Piscataway brings a 9-0 record into
the game, but it should be noted that
the Chiefs’ opponents have a com-
bined won-lost record of 38-44 (46
percent), while the 6-3 Devils’ oppo-
nents have a combined won-lost
record of 44-39 (53 percent). It should
also be noted that Piscataway has
only played one team with at least six
wins (a 42-7 win over 8-2 Sayreville),
while WHS has played four teams
with at least six wins (6-4 Cranford,
8-1 Irvington, 7-2 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and 7-3 Bayonne).

And before anybody gets all shook
up about playing a top-seed — and I

know there’s way too many of you
out there — let’s not forget that eighth-
seeded South Plainfield took a 5-3
record up to top-seeded and previ-
ously unbeaten Irvington last Satur-
day and came home an 18-12 over-
time winner.

Piscataway is definitely a good team,
and has been for quite a few years. The
Chiefs have a potent running game
featuring Barry Garrard. But Bayonne
also had a supposedly rugged ground
attack and did next to nothing Satur-
day. And Piscataway has definitely
struggled at times this year, as in a 20-
7 win over J.P. Stevens two weeks ago,
the same J.P. Stevens that lost 34-0 to
Plainfield last Saturday, and a 28-18
win over South Brunswick, which was
clobbered by Montgomery.

If you’re into karma, or cosmic
moments (and who isn’t?), let’s re-
member that Meat Loaf’s classic Bat
Out of Hell album, which contained
that “You Took the Words Right Out
of My Mouth” song mentioned ear-
lier, came out in October 1977, the
last year WHS won a sectional foot-
ball title, its second straight. And
three key members of those WHS
teams were Scott Selert, Owen Brand
and Ron Allen, whose sons are Danny,
Ryan and Malcolm, are key seniors
on this year’s team.

(Back in the Sept. 6 Devil’s Den, it
was suggested there was no rational
reason, given the talent at WHS, for
the Blue Devils to not be a factor in
the loaded North 2 Group 4 playoffs.
“Why Not Us?” was the subhead and
it’s worth repeating today. Now that
Phillipsburg, Elizabeth and Bayonne
have been eliminated, I ask again,
“Why not us?”

SOCCER UPDATE
You could excuse Todd Saunders if

he was a bit worn out last weekend.
The versatile junior standout on the
WHS boys soccer team had a drain-
ing 72 hours last week. On Tuesday,
Nov. 6, he got to mark Matt Kassel,
the Bridgewater-Raritan standout who
may be the state’s premier player, in
the North 2 Group 4 semifinals. Three
days later in the sectional title game,
Saunders drew the assignment of con-
taining Columbia’s Johnny Exantus,
arguably the state’s best player not
named Matt Kassel.

To be sure, Saunders had help, es-
pecially with Kassel, from fellow
backs Nick Breza, Andy Flood and
Chris Franks, along with sweeper Pat
Tresnan. And Greg O’Brien certainly
was everything you would expect an
all-county or all-state type of goalie
to be, all season but especially in
those two games. But there was a lot
put on Saunders’ shoulders, and he
basically played even-up with the

state’s two top offensive players.
“Toward the end of the year, when

we were getting to play the better
teams, we knew most of them had a
certain best player,” said Saunders,
whose parents Bob and Lori both
graded WHS in 1982. “I was a little
surprised they wanted me to mark
them. But after Nick (Breza) went
down (shoulder injury), someone had
to step up and do it and coach (George
Kapner) gave the job to me. My job
was to see that the certain best player
on each team doesn’t see the ball.”

Not an assignment for the faint of
heart. But one that Saunders relished.

“I just do what’s best for the team,”
he said. “Matt Kassel, he is ridicu-
lous. He’s so amazing what he can do
with the ball, and he kicks it 90 miles
an hour. And Johnny X, he’s pretty
good, too, and very quick.”

Saunders started the season at
sweeper and by the end of the Colum-
bia game he was moved up to attack.

“Near the end, Columbia wasn’t
attacking, they were just playing ev-
erybody back, so they put me up front
and just kicked it in and let me go try
and run it down and create some-
thing,” Saunders said. “I do winter and
spring track. That’s why I’m a decent
soccer player, because of my speed.”

It was the sixth time the teams have
met in a sectional final, with Colum-
bia winning in 1983, 1987, 1988, and
last Friday, while WHS won in 1991
and 2001 (in a shootout). The Devils
are just 2-10 in state tourney play
against the Cougars.

Despite the bitterly-fought 1-0 loss,
which came on the heels of 2-1 state
tourney wins over Elizabeth and
Bridgewater-Raritan sandwiched
around a 1-0 UCT semifinal loss to
SP-F, it was quite a memorable sea-
son for the Blue Devils.

Consider this: All five losses were
1-0 scores. And WHS never allowed
more than one goal in ANY game all
year. And that includes two games
against both Union and Kearny, and
three games each versus SP-F and
Elizabeth.

That defensive mentality earned
O’Brien, Saunders, Tresnan and Breza
first-team all-county honors from the
Union County Soccer Coaches Asso-
ciation. Midfielder Mike Irving also
was first team, while Franks made
second team and striker Brandon
Heroux was a second-team striker.

And while graduation will take
O’Brien, Franks, Heroux, Matt Gralla,
Dan Strauss and Mike Rediker, there
is some outstanding talent returning
— Breza, Flood, Saunders, Tresnan,
Irving, Mike Lessner, Matt Isabella
and others — for another run at a state
title, and maybe a county or confer-

ence title along the way.
“Never giving up more than one

goal in any game is quite an accom-
plishment,” Kapner said. “And we
were Watchung Conference champi-
ons and sectional finalists. Those are
worthy starting goals for next year.”

KEEHN NAMED
Drew Keehn, a former baseball/

football standout at WHS, has been
named assistant baseball coach at
Loyola Marymount College, a Divi-
sion 1 program in Los Angeles.

Keehn (’92) was the starting short-
stop for coach Bob Brewster in 82
straight games, from 1990-92. He
batted .280, .353 and .354, stole a
team-best 23 passes in both his junior
and senior years and scored 38 runs
as a junior while setting a school
record with102 at-bats.

Keehn attended Central Arizona
College (1992-94), where the hard-
thrower developed into a good enough
pitcher to be drafted by the Colorado
Rockies, for whom he played three
professional seasons, mostly as a re-
lief pitcher.

CUMMINGS WINS
Congratulations to sophomore

gymnast Lacy Cummings, who cap-
tured the state vault championship
with a score of 9.85. Cummings is
WHS’s first gymnastic state cham-
pion since Lauren Caravello won the
balance beam in 2001.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Anna Koehler (WHS, ’07) com-

pleted her freshman season on the
New York University volleyball team
last week. The defensive specialist/
libero helped the seventh-seeded Vio-
lets upset second-seeded New Jersey
City University in the ECAC
quarterfinals with six digs and one
service ace. NYU then fell to third-
seeded Carnegie Mellon in the semi-
finals, finishing the season with a 19-
19 record. “For me it was a good
season overall,” she said. “I think in
the future, when my class is juniors
and seniors, we should be really good.
But I’m just looking forward to hav-
ing some free time now.”

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Todd Saunders.
The versatile junior had to guard two
of the state’s premier soccer players,
in the pressure of the sectional semi-
finals and finals, and did an amazing
job of containing them as WHS nearly
captured the sectional title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thurs-
day in The Westfield Leader during
the school year. Contact us with
comments, complaints or sugges-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. GO
BLUE DEVILS

Devil of the Week
Todd Saunders

Soccer

David B. Corbin (Cranford Cougar Invitational files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE CHAMPION…Blue Devil Lacy Cummings, working a giant swing on the
uneven bars, became the state gymnastics champion in the vault.

WESTFIELD $499,900 WESTFIELD $625,000 WESTFIELD $1,350,000
This wonderful Ranch has many updates that include gleaming hard-
wood floors, new windows, 2 fireplaces in Living Room and Recre-
ation Room, new roof, gutters and siding, new central air condition-
ing, energy efficient furnace, new patio.  Includes 6 rooms and of-
fers 3 Bedrooms, Eat-In Kitchen and Living/Dining combo.

Colonial with 7 rooms offers 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, Formal Dining
Room, Eat-In Kitchen and many updates since 2000 that includes
electric, CAC, roof, Pella windows in Living Room, Dining Room,
den, 2nd and 3rd floors.

This wonderful home was bought for 98% of its origi-
nal asking price in only 4 days.  Let us design a person-
alized marketing plan for your home.  Contact any of
our extraordinary agents.

SCOTCH PLAINS $549,900

Stunning Dutch Colonial on a 100 x 350 gorgeous property with a
brick patio, shed and fish pond.  Includes 8 rooms with 3 Bedrooms,
1.5 baths, Family Room, Kitchen with custom maple cabinets, gran-
ite countertops and stainless appliances.  The Living Room features
a wood-burning fireplace.

MOUNTAINSIDE $840,000
Elegant, expanded Ranch has a prime location and situated on a
cul-de-sac.  Offers a spacious brick patio, pool and terraced landscap-
ing.  Special features include a sumptuous Master Suite, 2 gas fire-
places in the Family and Living Rooms, Eat-In Kitchen with center
island and separate dining area and a Formal Dining Room.

WESTFIELD $3,500,000
Stunning new Westfield home offers 8400+ square feet is reminiscent
of a European country manor.  Features include 14 large rooms, 5 Bed-
rooms, 6.5 baths, Master Suite with adjoining sitting room, gourmet
Kitchen, large Family Room, fabulous Library, 6 fireplaces and solid
oak plank flooring.  A fabulous deck overlooks a beautiful treed lot.

SOLD


