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Deerfield School Captures
First at SHP’s Pirate Open

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Cooper
Truman, Adam Greene, Aaron Slepoi
and Adam Jlelaty of Mountainside
competed at Seton Hall Preparatory
School’s 12th-annual Pirate Open
Academic Tournament on October
20.

In a well-fought battle, and after
nearly four hours of mental gymnas-
tics, Deerfield School won, beating
first runner-up St. Vincent De Paul
(Stirling).

Teams comprised of four seventh-
and eighth-grade boys each from 24
schools throughout northern New
Jersey participated in the scholastic
contest, which included questions
pertaining to government, literature,
entertainment, sports, geography, his-
tory, math and science.

In addition to Deerfield and St.
Vincent, top contenders who ad-
vanced through the preliminary
rounds included Academy of Our
Lady (Glen Rock), St. Joseph School
(Mendham), Our Lady of Sorrows
(South Orange), Warren Township
MS, Holy Spirit School (Pequannock)
and Eastern Christian MS (Wycoff).

Deerfield, St. Vincent, Academy of
Our Lady and St. Joseph’s advanced
to the final four.

All of the Mountainside boys take
part in the gifted-and-talented pro-
gram, led by Deerfield School’s en-
richment coordinator Elaine Fass.

According to Mrs. Fass, the
Deerfield School has been invited to
the event for about 10 years. She told
The Westfield Leader and The Times,
“Most of the schools [which partici-
pate] are private schools. The fact
that we were competing against for-
mal teams from private schools and
won is even more of a kudo. Our boys
did an outstanding job, and we are so
very, very proud of them.”

Team-member Adam Jlelaty, an
eighth-grade student from Deerfield
who enjoys playing video games in
his spare time, told the newspaper,
“What was really exciting was when
we found out that not only were we in
the second round, but our score was
the second highest out of all of the
competing teams.

“That’s when we really started
thinking that we had a chance of
winning the tournament,” he added.

He also noted that each boy had his
own strengths. “I answered a lot of
the questions on science, Adam
(Greene) answered the sports ques-
tions, Cooper was good with geogra-
phy and Aaron’s specialization was
history. All of us were good at math,”
Adam Jlelaty said.

Cooper’s mother, Liz Truman,
served as the team’s moderator at the
event. Mrs. Truman told The Leader/
Times, “Each round was an exciting
nail-biter. The final round – between
Deerfield and St. Vincent De Paul –
was won by just one question. They
really were a great team. Each had
expertise on something, and together,
they were unbeatable!”

Seton Hall Prep is a private boys
high school located in West Orange
and is the oldest Catholic college
preparatory school in New Jersey.
The school provides an academically
demanding environment to approxi-
mately 950 students from a diverse
spectrum of more than 130 towns in
the northern part of New Jersey. For
more information, visit shp.org.
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GET A HEAD START  
ON COLLEGE! 

         Announcing a 3 (three) credit college level course in Jewish History open to all 12th grade 

students in the Central Jersey Federation area. 

 A joint program offered by Kean University of New Jersey, Congregation Beth Israel, and the 

Jewish Federation of Central Jersey, the course will meet on Monday evenings at 8:00pm held at 

Congregation Beth Israel, 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains. 

 The course commences on November 19, 2007 and runs for twenty weeks, ending May 5, 

2008.   Call to reserve your place in this limited enrollment course. 

 The tuition for this year is $897.75. Those students that are part of Central Jersey Federation 

are eligible for a small subsidy. 

 

To Enroll Contact:  

 Betty Lynn Golub, Director of Education 

at (908) 889-1830 ext. 207 or email school@cbinj.org 

 

 

Take advantage of an excellent opportunity to start the school of 

your choice in the Fall with 3 college credits! 

 

Sundance School

908-561-5055

Open House

• Ages 2 thru 3rd Grade
• Full and Part-Time Programs
• Low Student-Teacher Ratio
• Individualized Instruction
• Science and Computer Fun
• Arts, Crafts & Puppetry
• Music, Dance & Dramatics
• Summer Camps
• Open Daily from 7:30am-5:45pm

www.sundanceschool.net

401 Greenbrook Road
North Plainfield

G58084

Sundance School

Nov. 17 10am-2pm

Open House
“Where Children Shine”

RSVP

Students React to Staph
Infection Rumor at WHS

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WE ARRRR! THE CHAMPIONS…From left to right, Aaron Slepoi, Cooper
Truman, Adam Jlelaty and Adam Greene of Deerfield School in Mountainside won
first place at Seton Hall Prep’s 12th annual Pirate Open Academic Tournament.

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: After interviewing the
high-school nurse last week, she has
confirmed that while rumors of the staph
infection have spread, there are no re-
portable cases at this time.

Obsessively washing hands, permeat-
ing all pockets with Purell and actually
bringing gym clothes home are just three
of the many responses Westfield High
School (WHS) students are generating
towards the words “staph infection.”

Ever since news of this epidemic –
which has been broadcasted on the news
as responsible for killing teenagers –
arose, a drastic change in everyday high-
school life has become greatly appar-
ent.

Sharing water bottles and phys.-ed.
wear are no longer common practices.
People who used to cringe at the heavy
alcohol scent ascending from Purell can
now be spotted clinging on to those
bottles for dear life.

Walking through the hallways while
inevitably rubbing against other people
has never made students feel so vulner-
able to coming in contact with a serious
infection that could, if severe enough,
jeopardize their lives.

Knowing that the spread of staph is
possible, whether mild or extreme, trig-
gers jolts of caution, tentativeness and
worry within us students, who, after
hearing one person may have the infec-
tion, immediately think we will be next!

In case you were wondering what a
staph infection is and how it can be
spread, I will provide a quick summary
before continuing on with its relation-
ship to WHS.

The infection occurs when staphylo-
coccus aureus bacterium enters the hu-
man body usually through an open cut
or a break in the skin. Staph can be
diagnosed through taking a sample of
bacteria from the victim’s effected area,
and in less dangerous situations, antibi-
otics are given to treat the infection.

However, there is always a chance of
the infection falling under the “at-risk”
category (caused by MRSA), which
means that antibiotics cannot solve the
problem. People can contact the bacte-
ria from contaminated objects like
sweaty towels, clothing and water bottles
other people have drank from, but it
usually arises from touching someone
else’s infected skin.

As I recollect on the times in the
previous year that I entered the bath-
room to wash my hands only to find zero
paper towels and empty soap dispens-
ers, those memories seem so difficult
for me to fathom as reality.

Now, every bathroom in the school is
constantly flooding with innumerable
rolls of paper towels, and soap dispens-
ers are always filled to the top with pink
liquid. These are not our only reminders
to wash our hands, for new additions
that grace the back doors of every
restroom depict a green hand with the
phrase, “germ farm, scrub ‘em,” be-
neath it.

Teachers are taking strict precautions,
too; for in nearly every classroom that I
enter, atop their desks rests either a
dispenser of Purell or Germ-X, which is
put to regular use.

It no longer shocks me to watch my
fellow peers rush to the increasingly
popular sanitizing agent on the teacher’s
desk at the beginning and end of the
period, squirt a dollop into their palms,
cleanse their hands thoroughly and rap-

idly shove them into their pockets after-
ward.

In gym class, we are encouraged to
keep our clothes to ourselves, take them
home to be washed and always place
band-aids around cuts. Also, to assuage
the nerves blazing within the students
who are required to take fitness and
exercise on timeworn equipment, teach-
ers have explained that a much stronger
cleanser is being used to disinfect the
mats and treadmills.

In order to truly make the students’
views regarding the staph infection scare
come to life, I interviewed a candidate
from each grade and gained a collection
of interesting perspectives on this one
topic.

Freshman Emily Chan expressed feel-
ings towards the current situation and
how her usual habits have changed as a
result of her fear of possibly encounter-
ing the infection. She states, “[The
thought of staph infections at WHS]
makes me feel scared because I have no
idea who has them. I find myself being
much more cautious than I used to and
also washing my hands a lot!”

Also possessing uneasiness because
she does not know who could possibly
be walking around with the infection is
sophomore Rachael Lobo.

Rachael also proposes a solution to
students’ uncertainty if someone close
to them is impaired by staph. She ex-
plains, “the staph-infection issue affects
me because I don’t want to be around
people who have it that I don’t know
about!

She added, “The school should give
some sort of a test to everyone in grades
9 to 12, so people could be more aware
of who may have [the infection]. It’s not
like these tests would make people with
the infection feel ostracized; [the tests]
would only let other students feel less
uncertain about the condition of the
people surrounding them everyday.”

Junior Jenna Leopold believes that
cleanliness is key, and all WHS students
should be hygienic. Says Jenna, “the
most important thing in preventing staph
infections is cleanliness. People should
be cautious and conscientious about
washing their hands, especially before
eating and after touching banisters. I
think the infection could happen any-
where. People shouldn’t say that just
because we’re in Westfield, an outbreak
is not possible.”

Conversely, senior Matt Gralla said,
“the staph infection doesn’t really affect
me because I haven’t seen or heard of
any cases in the area. I’ve heard that it
affects the wrestlers more because they
are using mats. I think that as long as
you cover cuts and be careful, there’s no
reason to worry.”

Now that we have completed this ride
through the perplexing realm of staph
infections on a very choppy rollercoaster,
our dizziness leaves us with the ultimate
question – should we be afraid?

Quite relieving, the answer is not
necessarily. After talking to a local pe-
diatrician, I learned that the staph infec-
tion has been around for many years but
has just become increasingly evident at
this particular time.

Luckily, the infection is not brand
new, and it is not unpreventable. My
greatest slice of advice for everyone is
to keep their eyes wide open and prac-
tice the ritual that most of us have had
drilled into our heads since three years
of age: wash those hands!

Alexa is a sophomore at WHS.

HER SPECIALITY…Kathy Geller,
center, recently gave an arthritis lec-
ture at a Woman’s Club of Westfield
Home Life/Social Services Department
meeting at The Masonic Lodge in
Westfield. Ms. Geller is a community
manager exercise specialist with the
Arthritis Foundation – Iselin Chapter.
She discussed current medical treat-
ments, along with the benefits of physi-
cal activity, for easing symptoms. Ar-
thritis is a disease that affects both
children and adults. Above, from left to
right, are Home Life/Social Services
Department Chair Anne Galante, Ms.
Geller and Woman’s Club President
Delores Geisow.

Mountainside’s Deerfield
School Showcases Annie, Jr.
MOUNTAINSIDE – Students at

the Deerfield School are rehearsing
for the 2007-2008 school musical,
Annie, Jr., the Broadway Jr. version
(Music Theatre, International) of the
famous show.

Jeannette Maraffi, music teacher at
Deerfield, will di-
rect, while
M i c h e l l e
Boniface, lan-
guage arts teacher
at Deerfield, will
serve as the assis-
tant director.

Isabelle Perrin
sings the lead or-
phan, Annie.
Libby Cardone
plays the youngest
orphan, Molly;
Jackie Wells, the
rough-and-tumble
Pepper; Megan
Fedey, the oldest orphan, Duffy;
Morgan Kelleher, the young charmer,
Kate; Jenna Barbera, the “scaredy-
cat” Tessie; and Ashley Oliviera, the
spirited July.

David Jennings acts the role of
charming Daddy Warbucks, while
Stephanie Scofield plays Grace, his
right-hand girl.

Their helpers in the Warbucks man-
sion include T.J. McGowan as Drake,
the butler; McKenna Kutsop, Cecille;
Lauren Wagner, Annette; Cassie
Kinney, Mrs. Greer; Lauren Nagel,
Mrs. Pugh and servants Luke
Hoydich, R.J. Greeley, David Batista
and Alex Fresolone.

Lillian Barreto plays
Mrs.Hannigan, keeper of the orphan-
age. Arthur Mezzo plays Rooster
Hannigan, her brother and partner in
crime. Nicole Locorriere plays Lily,
Rooster’s girlfriend.

Sean Hahner plays President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and
Francesca Nadjzin serves as Sandy,
the dog. Lauren Nagel will be fea-
tured in a dance number as the “Star-
to-Be.” Danny Sblendorio as the

Apple Seller, Kevin Connolly as the
Dogcatcher and Andrew Barreto as
the famous Bert Healy round out the
cast.

The orphan chorus includes Allison
Alexander, Morgan DePalma, Domi-
nique DeRose, Eileen Doyle, Ellie

Leick, Emily
M c L a u g h l i n ,
Sophia Morong,
Kelly Rice, Nicole
S b l e n d o r i o ,
Celeste Teodosio,
Mia Tighe, Emily
Tinnirella and
Katie Wells.

Performances
will take place to-
morrow, Friday,
November 16, and
Saturday, Novem-
ber 17, at 7 p.m. in
the Deerfield gym/
auditorium. Tick-

ets are $7 for adults and $5 for chil-
dren.

There will be a special open dress
rehearsal for senior citizens on Thurs-
day, November 15, at 6:30 p.m. There
is no charge for senior citizens, and
refreshments will be served.

Interested senior-citizen groups
from Mountainside and Westfield
should call Mrs. Maraffi at (908) 232-
8828, extension 324, for informa-
tion.

DON’T RAIN ON THEIR
PARADE…One of the pre-kindergar-
ten classes at Scotch Plains’ Brunner
School lines up for the Halloween pa-
rade, an event in which the entire school
participates.

I LOVE YA, TOMORROW ...Tomor-
row, Friday, November 16, students at
Mountainside’s Deerfield School will
perform their 2007-2008 school musi-
cal, Annie, Jr., the Broadway Jr. ver-
sion (Music Theatre, International) of
the famous show.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

62ND ANNIVERSARY SALE
SAVINGS FROM 35-70% OFF MSRP

STICKLEY 50% OFF TRUCKLOAD SALE 
Shifman Bedding Gallery Grand Opening Sale - Save 50% on 5 Best Selling Sets 

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5 • SALE EXTENED THRU NOVEMBER 18
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756 - 7623 

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • Dimes • French Heritage

VISIT OUR NEW GALLERIES FOR SPECTACULAR SAVINGS

LEATHER, STICKLEY, SHIFMAN MATTRESSES!

SALEEXTENDED1 WEEK


