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Thank You Westfield
And PAL Supporters
On behalf of the Foundation for Diabe-

tes Research, our family would like to
thank all who supported our bake sale at
the PAL flag football games and the in-
town football games on November 3 and 4.

The response from everyone who con-
tributed and purchased items was over-
whelming and we collected much more
than remotely anticipated. We are grate-
ful to live in a community where people
responded so spontaneously to our cause.

The research and improvement in Type
1 juvenile diabetes treatment has advanced
dramatically in the past  five to 10 years.
With continued support, we are confident
that a cure is within reach.

Thank you for helping make that happen.

Kim and Tom Decker
Westfield

Given Fiscal Crisis, State Should
Examine Need for County Gov’mt

Mayor Mahr Thanks Fanwood
Voters and her Running Mates

Thank you Greater Westfield for
Fighting Malaria in Africa

The defeat of the stem cell and property-
tax allocation questions on last week’s
ballot tells me that New Jersey residents
are fed up and no longer trust the Legisla-
ture to handle their money. Governor
Corzine and the Legislature are facing a
$3-billion budget gap this year and signifi-
cant long-term deficits on pension and
health-care costs. In short, the property tax
issue is a crisis in New Jersey.

With that being said, I ask why does
Union County continue to spend hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars building a
huge building on North Avenue and host
a free concert in the park with Chuck
Berry? Are you kidding? I feel most would
agree these fiscal decisions (and many
others like them) are egregiously irre-
sponsible in light of what is going on
today in New Jersey.

The answer to the question is that Gov-
ernor Corzine, Ray Lesniak, Neil Cohen,
Joe Cryan and Charlotte DeFilippo (power
broker politicians who have much control
and influence) are, at heart, aggressive
liberals who are not about to solve the

problem by shrinking the size of govern-
ment. I feel the state should start by
examining the need for county govern-
ment and look to divide the services be-
tween the state and local municipalities.

Massachusetts did this a few years ago
and saved hundreds of millions of dol-
lars. Why can’t New Jersey? People will
read this and say I am just a disgruntled
Republican trying to beat up on the Demo-
crats who run the state. I am Republican,
but argue that the issue here goes across
party lines.

Sussex and Morris counties are run by
Republicans. It should be no different for
them. This is the right thing to do for a
state in fiscal crisis. Should politics of the
party in control prevent this from happen-
ing? At the very least, it should be looked
at.

The citizens of this state, at the very
least, deserve an accurate and thorough
analysis of the viability and need for
county government.

Eric Leuthold
Westfield

I would like to extend my sincere thanks
to all those Fanwood residents who took
the time to get involved with my cam-
paign, who opened their homes to me —
and the many of you who came out to vote
for me on Tuesday, November 6.

I am very honored and thankful to be
serving another term as your mayor. It is
a position I will continue to treat with the
utmost respect and dignity while working
very hard for all of Fanwood.

It was a real pleasure to campaign with
Kathy Mitchell and Bill Populus. They
are two of Fanwood’s brightest stars and
wonderful residents who have given so

much of their time and energy for many,
many years.

While I am excited to continue work-
ing with Kathy on council come 2008, I
am saddened that Bill will not return in
January. I thank him for stepping up and
being part of our team and look forward to
roping him in to one of our many boards
and commissions.

My door at Borough Hall will remain
open to all of you and I look forward to
bright years ahead for Fanwood.

Mayor Colleen Mahr
Fanwood

The congregation of the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield (FUMC)
would like to express our sincere thank
you to your paper and the community for
supporting our “Nothing but Nets” dinner
and show event which took place on Sat-
urday, October 27 at The First United
Methodist Church on East Broad Street in
Westfield.

On behalf of all the FUMC members as
well as the many welcomed guests from
the Greater Westfield community, we
would also like to thank the local restau-
rants that participated in this event. Vince
at Westfield Seafood, Deanna and Robert
at Theresa’s, Chuck at Ferraro’s and Ralph
at Bovella’s were truly attentive to our
menu needs and very supportive of all our
efforts during the planning process.

Over 130 people were in attendance for
the dinner and the silent movie presenta-
tion of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. All
proceeds went to the, “Nothing But Nets”
project to combat and prevent malaria
infection in young children and families
in Africa.

Between our summer Vacation Bible
School special offerings, our earlier ef-
forts, and this most recent success, we
will have netted over $9,000. These funds
will all be matched by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation.

Again, thank you for adding your con-
tributions to this very important global
effort.

Peter Pantalena
First United Methodist Church

Alumni Participation Invited for 60th
Washington/Grant School Show

Voters are Awakening and Throwing
Out Cronies and Political Bosses

In Buying a Car, It’s Not Easy to Be Green
Given the Hypocrisy of Dealers with Demand

Neylan Thanks Those
Helping in Campaign
Last week’s election victory was the

triumphant conclusion of a long campaign,
much hard work and many hours from a
strong group of dedicated people. Now
that the Election Day jitters have subsided,
I must humbly thank all the people who
helped me achieve this success.

Deirdre Malacrea, my campaign man-
ager, was the backbone, strength, and
heart-and-soul of my campaign. Her in-
sight and management style ensured that
our message reached the voters and that
we ran a campaign to be proud of.

Her integrity, intelligence and strong
work ethic inspired the entire team. Her
dedication and energy set the tone for the
campaign. Karen Masciale, my treasurer
and right-hand person, always provided
an ear to listen and a shoulder to lean on.

I truly could not have had a more com-
petent and compassionate person to brain-
storm with and to run to when I was in
doubt about any issue.

Another core member of my team was
Councilwoman Kimmins, who lent us
her expertise and made sure no detail
went unattended. Vicki’s support and hard
work helped carry me through many chal-
lenges.

There are two other team members I
must thank. Matt Albano, the elder states-
man of our campaign, was the guiding
force behind all our efforts.

Phil Leary dedicated his talent and
many hours to ensure a victorious No-
vember 6.

I would be remiss if I did not thank the
four most important people in my life for
all of their support, love and patience.

To my husband, Kevin, and my three
children – Kevin, Christopher and
Elisabeth – words do not describe my
feelings of gratitude, admiration, and love
that I have for all of you.

Other volunteers, too numerous to
name, helped immensely. My friends
walked the second ward with me, ad-
dressed postcards and dropped my litera-
ture.

I sincerely thank each and every one of
you for generously volunteering your time
and energy. I would also like to wish
Bruce Regenstreich best of luck in the
future.

Most importantly, I thank you, the resi-
dents of the second ward, who have dem-
onstrated your faith and trust in me. It is
with great humility, gratitude and a strong
commitment to serving Westfield that I
begin my second term.

JoAnn Neylan
Councilwoman,

Westfield Ward 2

How many worthwhile organizations
for which we gave our hearts and energies
in the past, have we been able to watch
grow over a period of six decades? A
favorite to many of us was the annual
elementary school shows produced by
the parents that started in the old Grant
School auditorium, (site of our town li-
brary) and continued on in the early 1980s
by the Washington School PTO. Now the
productions give Radio City Music Hall a
run for its money.

Nothing gives parents more satisfaction
than taking part in a cause that benefits their
children’s school. In return, they receive a
feeling of community while raising their
families, and the chance to develop friend-
ships that last a lifetime. Hundreds of us
have appreciated the experience, and have
taken every chance to continue attending
the productions once our children have
graduated. A very loyal group, are we.

Well, our allegiance paid off. For the
50th anniversary performance the alums
were invited to join the Washington

School Show with our own “knockout”
number. Not only were we honored, we
surprised ourselves by learning we didn’t
“lose a beat” over the years. We had so
much fun that we hoped we’d be asked to
join the 60th extravaganza.

Well, Ta-Da, we have been. Boy, we
must have been really good. So here’s our
chance to prove ourselves again. Those
who didn’t participate 10 years ago sim-
ply didn’t know what you were missing.
Join us as we all have a great time and
catch up with old friends and memories.
We need all the help we can get so we can
be assured to be invited back for the 70th.

The dates of the three shows at
Roosevelt Intermediate School are on the
weekend of January 25 and 26. Washing-
ton School has a website. See the link
with details about the show at the public
school website, westfieldnjk12.org.

See you soon.

Carolyn Klinger-Kueter
Westfield

Although the weeks following the elec-
tion are reserved for the candidate’s thank-
yous, as just a resident of Garwood, Union
County and New Jersey, I would also like
to thank the voters in general.

There appears to finally be an awaken-
ing, albeit nascent, to what is happening
politically in New Jersey. For too long
have the politicians, especially the ones
that feel they have become institutions,
lost their focus and priorities? They for-
got that they have taken the oath of office
to specifically serve the residents and
taxpayers first and only — not the politi-
cal bosses, not the cronies, not their politi-
cal donors, nor themselves or their friends.

Too many politicians have become too
comfortable, become self-serving and fi-
nagle themselves jobs in the public sec-
tor, maybe double dip with two even.
Many higher-level politicians set up pri-
vate consulting companies that involve
introducing clients from private compa-
nies to various government levels. And
these other companies not only then do-
nate to the campaigns but also suspi-
ciously get contracts with the govern-
ment.

This “corrupted self-serving/political
boss system” has become so pervasive
and lucrative for politicians that they for-
get that it’s not about them but about the
people. With this system in New Jersey, it
now seems to be one dollar for the people
and one dollar for themselves.

The people with a sense of incapability

of changing this system see at least one
dollar coming to them and are so happy
just for the crumb and are so afraid that if
anything changes they won’t get that
crumb. So they keep voting these politi-
cians back in for just for that one crumb.

An initial trend may be appearing that
the voters are demanding that these lead-
ers should have focus, integrity and solid
character. Examples just locally are here
in Garwood and in nearby Cranford. Rea-
sons could be the financial pinch of ever-
escalating taxes, out-of-reach
affordability, the politicians enabling of
the corrupted system, their lack of advo-
cacy for their constituents, no increase of
quality of life. It could be the bombard-
ment from the media that every faction of
this state government appears to be cor-
rupted and twisted politically, that our
leaders need not follow their own laws
and regulations.

Anti-government activism appears on
the rise, government watchdog and tax-
payer groups are being assembled and are
becoming high profile vocally. The vot-
ers are taking notice and even if it is one-
by-one, the politicians that lost their fo-
cus of “people before politics” are being
voted out.

It’s like the battleship New Jersey turn-
ing but there may be a trend. Let us hope
the momentum continues.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Pedestrian Scale Lighting is Needed
For Increased Safety in Town

Your editorial [last week] “It’s Dark
Now, and Pedestrians Encounter In-
creased Danger” addresses an important
subject that deserves further illumina-
tion. Its recommendations concentrate on
precautions that pedestrians might take.

We should also consider what steps
public infrastructure managers could take
to make our public spaces safer for pedes-
trians.

With regard to the public infrastruc-
ture, the starting point is that lighting
levels at pedestrian crosswalks, especially
outside the central business district, do
not afford pedestrians sufficient protec-
tion. The limited lighting on many of our
roads is designed to assist motorists to see
the roadway directly in front of them. In
the presence of this lighting scheme, pe-
destrians crossing from the curb are often
hard to see.

Lighting experts are aware of a differ-
ent type of lighting – pedestrian-scale –
that sits closer to the ground and provides

light for sidewalks, curbs and parking
lanes – where pedestrians start their cross-
ings. The installations at the busy
Westfield Y pedestrian crossing on Clark
Street exemplify pedestrian-scale light-
ing and have greatly improved motorists’
ability to see pedestrians. Other locations
in Westfield and many elsewhere deserve
these treatments.

Pedestrian-scale lighting is not as well
understood or easy to accomplish as it
should be. Lighting utilities and roadway
agencies do not promote it; municipali-
ties do not possess the expertise in-house;
professional lighting documents on the
subject are obscure. Those responsible
for a safe public infrastructure should
advance this knowledge and its applica-
tion at the municipal level. Then pedestri-
ans would be measurably safer in the
dark.

Martin Robins
Westfield

I’m not sure whether I should be angry
at the car industry for price gouging or our
government for not regulating this issue a
bit. Let’s just say, no one is making it easy
when it comes to being green and buying
a car.

As my wife and I prepared to get a new
car, we considered the options: We need
a small SUV for the cargo space, but we
also want to save gas and pollute less. So,
we decided on a small hybrid SUV and
realized the Toyota Highlander Hybrid
was our best choice. What a surprise
when we went to or called multiple Toyota
dealers and found out that they were tak-
ing full advantage of the “supply and
demand” rule. That is, lots of people want
to spend less on gas and/or be green, so
let’s gouge them when they buy or lease
a hybrid.

From several dealers, quote, “We will
not be offering any types of discounts
when buying a hybrid,” or “There are no
lease deals on hybrids,” because, “Toyota
realizes that they don’t have to discount
hybrids.” And an even better quote,

“You’re saving money on gas when you
buy a hybrid, so there’s no discount on
buying or leasing the car.”

Just so you know what I’m talking
about, as quoted by one dealer on Route
22: Highlander (gas engine) lease is $329
per month and $2,500 down. The same
exact car as a hybrid is more than $500 per
month and more than $5,000 down. So
much for motivating someone trying to
be green.

Anyway, I’m a pure capitalist that be-
lieves in free market pricing, but this is
pure hypocrisy. This is not simply taking
advantage of a high-demand, low-supply

situation. This is financially penalizing
someone trying to buy a hybrid. By the
way, this is for any hybrid, not just an
SUV hybrid. I urge anyone trying to buy
a hybrid and encountering the same pric-
ing practices to write their congressman
about this.

If you don’t see the irony in this, think
about being financially penalized for re-
cycling. How stupid would that be? P.S.
If any Toyota dealer thinks I’m misquot-
ing them, give me a call and I’ll be there
on Monday to order the car.

Joshua Suri
Westfield

Frank Arena Thanks Peter Echausse
For Outstanding Service on Council

Candidate Scurry
Thanks Supporters

I want to take this opportunity to thank
all the people who generously assisted
and supported me in the election. I also
want to express heartfelt thanks to my
family, friends and my WHS Class of
1960 — all of whom supported me in my
candidacy [Westfield Town Council].

Lenore Scurry
Westfield Ward 4

I would like to sincerely thank the
voters of the first ward [Westfield] for
giving me their confidence and electing
me their councilman on November 6. It
will be an honor to serve you on the
Westfield Town Council, and I look for-
ward to hearing from you on all issues of
concern.

Political campaigns require the sup-
port of many people, and I would like to
also thank my many friends and support-
ers who worked, walked or donated to our
effort. I would also like to congratulate

my opponent, Ross Katz, for his spirited
campaign and hard work.

Finally, I offer a special thanks to retir-
ing first ward Councilman Peter Echausse
for his outstanding service. Peter has
served as councilman for seven years with
great distinction and compassion, and I
know many in the First Ward join me in
expressing appreciation for the fine job he
has done.

Congratulations Pete.

Frank Arena
Westfield Councilman-Elect

It Is A Day We Should Observe In
Our Hearts Throughout The Year

Hard to believe it’s next week. Thanksgiving seems like
the kickoff to New Years. The rest of the year flies by with
Chanukah, Christmas, and the next thing you know,
you’re voiding your checks because you keep writing the
wrong year. Next week is a recess in school and our
college students return home to be with families and
friends.

Most of us get together for a reunion, a day of thanks
and a festive meal. “Turkey Day” is fashioned with
stuffing, mashed potatoes with gravy, sweet potatoes,
cranberry sauce, corn, turnips, yams and pumpkin pie. In
our land of plenty, we gorge ourselves with a happy,
communal meal.

Thanksgiving is solely a North American holiday. In
the United States, we celebrate it on the fourth Thursday
of November, making it a four-day weekend. Our Cana-
dian neighbors celebrate it on the second Monday of
October.

Thanksgiving originated with the early settlers. From
Wikipedia, “The early settlers of Plymouth Colony in
Massachusetts were particularly grateful to Squanto, the
Native American and former British slave who taught
them how to both catch eel and grow corn and also served
as their native interpreter. Without Squanto’s assistance,
the settlers might not have survived in the New World.

“The Plymouth settlers (who came to be called “Pil-
grims”) set apart a holiday immediately after their first
harvest in 1621. They held an autumn celebration of food,
feasting, and praising God…fed and entertained the Na-
tive Americans for three days…

“In 1789, George Washington designated a national
thanksgiving holiday for the newly ratified Constitution,

specifically so that the people may thank God for ‘afford-
ing them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of
government for their safety and happiness’ and for having
‘been enabled to establish constitutions of government
for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national
One now lately instituted, for the civil and religious
liberty with which we are blessed’…

“The first official Thanksgiving Proclamation made in
America was issued by the Continental Congress in 1777.
[During the Civil War] President Lincoln declared Thanks-
giving a Federal holiday as a ‘prayerful day of Thanksgiv-
ing’ on the last Thursday in November. President Franklin
D. Roosevelt set Thanksgiving to the fourth Thursday of
November in 1939 (approved by Congress in 1941).”

We have so much to be thankful for in our towns today,
but there are many who are alone for the holiday. Food
pantries and local organizations do their best to take care
of those who do not have enough money or food for the
holiday. But there are many who are not needy. They have
no family. They may be your neighbor, coworker or
friend. In the true spirit of Thanksgiving, invite them to
your table, and when they offer, let them bring something.

The Pilgrims’ vision of prosperity, religious freedom
and strong communities remains alive in our towns and
nation. It is something we are cognizant of yet sometimes
take for granted. We encourage everyone to pause this
Thanksgiving Day and consider the significance of this
holiday. It is a day we should observe in our hearts
throughout the year, because the hope for the future, the
ideals and the community spirit forged by the Pilgrims,
are what made our communities what they are today.

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone!

Reader Takes Offense
At Wording In Caption

I found the caption under the picture
“Winning Grins” (Westfield Leader, No-
vember 8, 2007, page 3), featuring three
young children at the Westfield Commu-
nity Center, offensive.

The two white boys, presumably broth-
ers, were identified by their full names.
The black child was identified only by his
first name, actually probably a nickname,
almost as if he were not their equal.

If the issue is privacy, perhaps sur-
names should have been omitted for all
three children.

Louise Russell
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spetches – The trimmings of skins

and hides, used for making glue
2. Drepanium – In botany, a sickle-

shaped cyme
3. Shote – A young pig
4. Limocolous – Living in mud

CARUCAGE
1. An uproar; clamor
2. A wolverine; badger
3. An itinerate tinker; vagrant; gypsy
4. Act of plowing

SMARAGDINE
1. Pertaining to a gray cobalt arsenide

used as a blue pigment
2. Pertaining to the emerald
3. Scarred; grooved
4. Having a look of disdain; sneering

WHIRRET
1. A perforated steel plate through

which pipe or wire is drawn to reduce its
diameter

2. To slap; to annoy
3. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel, stoat and martens
4. A buzzing sound as made by the

rapid movement a bird’s or insect’s wings
LILT

1. One of the holes of a wind instru-
ment

2. To brush or comb
3. A gay, graceful song
4. A marsh at a river’s mouth

Publisher’s Note:
Next week is the Thanksgiving Day

edition of our newspaper. We go to
press one day earlier – on Tuesday.
Most will receive the newspaper on
Wednesday. We invite letters from you
with your thoughts of the meaning of
Thanksgiving to share with the com-
munity. Please e-mail letters to
editor@goleader.com.

Letters to the Editor
See more letters on page 21


