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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHARING A LIGHT MOMENT…Union County Independent freeholder candi-
date Adrian Mapp, center, and his wife, Amelia, await election results with sheriff
candidate Charles Mitchell at their Election Night headquarters at Los Faroles
Restaurant in Elizabeth.

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • valleyfurnitureshop.com (908) 756-7623

Hours: Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5

What an incredible, opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since

1893. Shifman ultra premium sets are entirely handmade in the USA featuring natural cotton 
upholstery, a unique hand-tufting technique and 8-way hand-tied boxsprings. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

Savings from sugg. retail. 

SHIFMAN GALLERY GRAND OPENING SALE

SAVE 50%
On These 5 Featured Models - Extended 4 More DAYS!

And Save 35-50%
On All Other Models

$100 INSTANTREBATE ON MASTERS SETS

J A D E
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 530 $265
FULL ea. pc. 670 $335
QUEEN set 1550 $775
KING set 2330 $1165

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 300 $149
FULL ea. pc. 420 $209

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 390 $195
FULL ea. pc. 530 $265
QUEEN set 1210 $599
KING set 1860 $929

S A V O Y
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 1060 $529
FULL ea. pc. 1280 $639
QUEEN set 2790 $1395
KING set 4010 $1999

S A T U R N
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 1220 $609
FULL ea. pc. 1480 $739
QUEEN set 3260 $1629
KING set 4660 $2329

Kean to Lead Senate Republicans;
Sweeney to Lead Democrats

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) was named minority
leader in the State Senate last Thurs-
day. He replaces Senator Leonard
Lance (LD-23, Flemington), who held
the post for the past four years. Senate
Democrats chose Senator Steve
Sweeney (LD-3, Gloucester County)
as the new majority leader, replacing
Senator Bernard Kenney (LD-33,
Hoboken), who is retiring. The Tren-
ton legislative leaders will assume their
new duties on January 8.

Mr. Sweeney is director of the
Gloucester County freeholder board
and is the financial secretary-trea-
surer and business representative of
the Iron Workers Local No. 399 in
Westville.

NJ Women to Represent 28
Percent of State’s Lawmakers
Beginning in January, 34 of New

Jersey’s state legislators will be
women, representing 28 percent of
the state’s lawmakers, according to
the Center for American Women and
Politics at Rutgers University. The
legislature’s new gender makeup will
make New Jersey number 15 out of
50 states in terms of percentage of
women legislators. The Garden State
had been ranked number 43 since
2004. In 2008, nine of the 40 state
senators will be women, with 25
women in the 80-member assem-
bly.
Dems Re-elect Speaker Roberts;

GOP Re-elects DeCrose, Bramnick
Politicsnj.com has reported that

Democrats have re-elected Assem-
blyman Joseph Roberts (LD-5,

Camden) assembly speaker, while
Republicans re-elected Assembly-
man Alex DeCroce (LD-26, Morris
Plains) as minority leader. Republi-
cans re-elected Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) mi-
nority whip and again chose Assem-
blyman Peter Biondi (LD-16,
Somerville) as conference leader for
the GOP.

Assemblywoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (LD-15, Trenton) was re-
elected as majority leader, with As-
semblywoman Joan Quigley (LD-32,
Jersey City) reelected as majority
conference leader.

Misconduct Charge by Defense
Delays Wayne Bryant Trial

The fraud and bribery trial of State
Senator Wayne Bryant (LD-5,
Camden) and Michael Gallagher,
former dean of the University of
Medicine and Dentistry (UMDNJ),
has been postponed from December
until April 14 by a federal judge amid
charges by the defense that U.S. At-
torney Chris Christie intimidated wit-
nesses and hampered the defense of
Mr. Bryant and Mr. Gallagher. Mr.
Christie has until February 22 to re-
spond to the charges. Mr. Bryant,
who did not seek re-election, will
leave office in January.

Freeholders OK Settlements
On Two Suits for $980,000

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
approved settlements totaling nearly
$1 million to settle two lawsuits, one
of which came from the family of a
teenager who hung himself while
being held at the county’s juvenile
detention center in Elizabeth.

The second case involves a lawsuit
brought by a Westfield woman who
sued on the grounds that she was not
given a job promotion because of her
political affiliation.

The family of Edward Sinclair Jr.
settled its case with the county for
$780,000. The 17-year-old reportedly
hung himself inside the county’s ju-
venile detention center in 2003.

In the other case, Maria Todaro
sued the county after she was passed
over for a promotion to superinten-
dent of the county’s division of
weights and measures. The job went
to Michael Florio, the son of former
Union Township mayor Joseph Florio,
a Democrat. Ms. Todaro is a regis-
tered Republican.

A Union County jury, which found
she was discriminated against, ini-
tially awarded Ms. Todaro $378,000.
She later agreed to a $300,000 settle-
ment with the county. However, Ms.
Todaro appealed the second part of
the lawsuit, in which she argued she
should be awarded the job because
she was the most qualified candidate.

Another candidate for the position,
Joseph Freitas, previously settled an
age-discrimination lawsuit he brought
against the county for $150,000.

The freeholders last Thursday ap-
proved a settlement of $200,000 on
the second part of Ms. Todaro’s law-
suit. County Counsel Robert Barry
said Ms. Todaro would not be pro-
moted to the superintendent’s posi-
tion.

The Leader/Times submitted an
OPRA (Open Public Records Act)
request on Friday for total legal
charges in the Todaro, Freitas and
Sinclair lawsuits.

County Counsel Robert Barry
called the settlement amount for the
Sinclair case “a reasonable figure.”
He said the Todaro agreement repre-
sented an “amicable settlement” for
the county.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a county application to the
State Local Finance Board to issue
refunding bonds that would save the
county $2 million, reducing its debt
service from $134 to $132 million
through the year 2018 on principal of
$80.1 million.

According to Steve Rogut, the
county’s bond counsel, the county
must prove the refinancing of the

bonds would produce 3 percent in
savings for the county by reducing
the interest rate from between 4.25
and 4.5 percent to 3.9 percent.

The savings for the county next year
would be $877,979, as the county’s
debt service on the bonds would be
reduced to $9.1 million from $10 mil-
lion, according to figures obtained by
The Leader/Times. Mr. Rogut said the
bulk of savings would come over the
next four years. The county would
save $444,792 in 2009 and 2010, in
addition to $15,992 in 2011.

“[Refinancing is] all subject to the
market,” Mr. Rogut told The Leader/
Times. “We are planning to sell these
bonds in January.”

Freeholder Adrian Mapp requested
a list of all professional-service fees
that would be paid in regards to the
transaction. Mr. Rogut said there were
a half-million dollars in professional-
service fees but that fees to be in-
curred were calculated prior to gener-
ating the $2-million savings estimate.

During public comments, Bruce
Paterson of Garwood said he was
“looking forward to a decrease [in
county taxes],” given that property
values in Union County are on the
decline. Mr. Paterson cited a Star-
Ledger story on the property values.

Mr. Mapp said county taxes are
based on the assessed valuation, thus
the decline would not lead to lower
taxes. He did say fees collected by the
county clerk’s office for deeds and
mortgages would be lower, as prop-
erty sales would be slower or would
take more time to complete.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan com-
mented, “I don’t think anyone is tak-
ing glee in that.” He said some
homeowners with flexible mortgages
are losing their properties due in-
creases in their mortgage payments.

“Values in Union County have been
outstanding, and they will continue
to be outstanding,” he said.

Colleagues congratulated free-
holder Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski,
Mr. Sullivan and newcomer Rayland
Van Blake on their victories in the
November 6 race for three seats on
the board.

Mr. Mapp, who ran but was not
successful in his re-election bid as an
Independent, said, “It was a pleasure
working with all of you. I’m leaving
the board, but I am not going away.”

Mr. Sullivan said Mr. Mapp has
been “a fine freeholder.” He said Mr.
Mapp’s loss was “just part of the
political process” and that he (Mr.
Sullivan) had “no hard feelings” to-
wards Mr. Mapp for his campaign.

The Union County Democratic
Committee bounced Mr. Mapp from
the Democratic line in the June Pri-
mary.

Freeholder Al Mirabella told Mr.
Mapp, “[You were] willing to step up
for what you believe.”

The board’s next meeting will be
held on November 29.

Plainfield Kicks Off
Operation CeaseFire

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — “We need to take
fear out of the community,” said State
Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield) during Plainfield’s Opera-
tion CeaseFire kickoff on Friday. This
statewide initiative, funded by a
$750,000 state appropriation to stop
gun violence, involves members of
the community patrolling streets on
foot to say they are available to help
gang members get off the streets.

The initiative offers gangs and vic-
tims of gun crimes job-search, coun-
seling and health-care services.

Wanda Lyles, a member of the
program’s outreach community, said
Operation CeaseFire would change
gang members’ mindsets.

“These are people [who] want to be
talked to,” said Ms. Lyles, a mother of
two. “I want to try to help bring change.
Some people here can’t leave, so I want
to make it a better place for them.”

“We have to give them hope,” said
Angela Piggee, lead member and Lib-
erty Community Development Cor-
poration director. She said they would
visit families of victims to abate re-
taliation against those responsible for
the death or injury of relatives. She
said the organization would have
events, such as midnight barbeques,
at which volunteers would distribute
flyers to make their presence and
support known.

New Jersey State Attorney Anne
Milgram, Mr. Green, State Police Di-
rector Colonel Joseph Fuentes, Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow, Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs and City Adminis-
trator Marc Dashield showed their
support of the operation in front of

more than 100 people attending a
press conference on Friday morning
at the Plainfield Library honoring the
graduating volunteers. Angela Piggee
leads the outreach group.

The team underwent 40 hours of
training coordinated through the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
Attorney General’s office, Plainfield
Police Department and other com-
munity organizations. Ten hours of
that training consisted of walking a
beat through crime-ridden neighbor-
hoods in Newark, Irvington and
Plainfield during late-night hours. At
least three or more people walk to-
gether; one acts as a lookout to ensure
the area is safe before proceeding.

“We feel empowered now. We have
the tools, and we have the backup. We
have the police department, and every-
one in this room supporting us. We feel
so good about this,” said Ms. Piggee.

She said other community agen-
cies came forth and said, “We will
help you educate this culture.”

“We have to point them in a direc-
tion they can go,” said Ms. Piggee,
who grew up in Detroit, Mich.

Mr. Romankow said during the con-
ference that shootings have gone down
in Plainfield, and members of two
major gangs were arrested this year.

“We will prosecute rigorously,”
he said of those who take part in gun
crimes. “That’s part of our effort.
The other part is our community
leaders going out.”

Operation CeaseFire began along
the Newark/Irvington border in May
2005 and led to a 30-percent reduc-
tion in shootings in the area within its
first year, according to a New Jersey
State Police report dated May 2006.

The goal of the operation is to stop
the next shooting and drop crime as
much as possible, Ms. Milgram said.

“If we can do that than we can save
lives,” she said. “In my opinion,
Plainfield is the perfect type of city
for us to work together in. Everyone
has engaged in the community. That’s
what makes these projects work.”

there’s more at
goleader.com

Roasted Whole Free Range Turkey Served with Gravy 8.95/lb

Mashed Potatoes 5.95/lb

Chestnut Stuffing 5.95/lb

Autumn Roasted Root Vegetables 7.95/lb

Puff Pastry stuffed with Cheddar & Bacon - Serves 2 8.95/each

Pumpkin Shrimp Bisque         12.00/quart

Lobster Bisque         18.00/quart

Caramel Apple Pie - 10”         14.00 each

Pumpkin Pie         16.00 each
  **Please note. Our Pumpkin Pies are made from sugar pumpkins from Dreyer’s Farm
  in Cranford and not from the inside of a can. If you have never eaten true fresh
  pumpkin pie, you are in for an unforgettable experience.

          908.232.7320
            Closed Thanksgiving Day

For a Happier Thanksgiving
        Let us make dinner...

Thanksgiving Menu
Must be picked up by 5:30 - Wednesday, November 21

Leiter Not Running for Saxton
Seat in Congress From So. Jersey

Former New York Mets’, Yankees’
and Florida Marlins’ pitcher Al Leiter
of Ocean County said he does not
plan on running for the South Jersey
Congressional seat being vacated by
Rep. Jim Saxton (R). He said he is
interested in public office at some
point in the future.


