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Raiders Nip Blue Devils, 1-0, for UCT Soccer Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Close enough...for the moments that count.
• Less than 2 miles from Westfi eld’s shopping and train 

to Manhattan
• Clubhouse and heated pool
• Granite countertops, hardwood fl oors and 

Jenn-Air appliances
• Energy-effi cient Andersen® Windows
• Award-winning, low-maintenance designs

Directions from the GSP: Take exit 135 to Central Avenue in 
Clark. Turn left at North Avenue and proceed to fi rst right onto 
Elm. At 2nd light turn left onto Dudley and go to fi rst right onto 
Prospect. Turn left onto Madison and follow to end. 
Directions from the West: Head east on US-22 toward Echo 
Lake. Turn slight right onto Lawrence Ave. Make 1st right onto 
Barchester Way. Turn right onto Oak Tree Pass. Turn right onto 
Prospect St. Turn left onto Madison Ave. Follow to end.

For Upcoming Communities, 
visit www.PRCHomesVIP.com

Open daily, 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

908-301-9200
www.prcnewhomes.com

Starting at $579,000
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curtain defense of Stephanie Glover,
Tina Camarda, Bridget Cornwell,
Delia McGee and Emily Meehan
withstood the onslaught. Blue Devil
midfielder Corrine Parkinson ripped
a shot into the net, but it came after
the ref had blown a whistle. Parkinson
added another shot that Law tipped
over the crossbar. Seconds later, after
a corner kick, Law pounced on the
loose ball. Law then used her basket-
ball leaping ability once again to tip
Blue Devil Natalie Morrison’s direct
kick over the crossbar.

“All year we have been relying on
our defense. I guess that old adage is
true. Offense wins games. Defense
wins championships. We’ve just been
following our defense and Jackie has
been outstanding all year. She’s an

excellent athlete and she came up big
at the end again for us,” said Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing. “The girls
who we have back there, Tina
Camarda, Steph Glover were out-
standing today, Delia McGee, Emily
Meehan and Bridget Cornwell have
been doing it all year.”

“It’s our entire team. Every girl on
the field works on defense. We are not
a big offensive team. When we get
that one goal in, we are just going to
hold you down the rest of the game.
That’s been the way we have been
playing all year. It gets the job done
and it gets us the county champion-
ship,” Law said. “Tina had come off
an injury so she’s not at her best yet.
People haven’t seen what Tina can do
but in a game like this, you want the

CORTINHAL, HANDZA, PARKINSON LEAD DEVIL GIRLS

Lady Blue Devils Crush Bees
In Soccer Group Sections, 7-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Corrine Parkinson and
Hannah Wharam, and juniors Brit-
tany Cortinhal and Tara Handza led
the fourth-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team to an unex-
pectedly easy, 7-0, victory over fifth-
seeded Bayonne in the first round of
the NJSIAA Group 4, Section 3 tour-
nament at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 31. The Bees
had swarmed into Westfield with an
impressive 12-4 record, while the Blue
Devils entered the game with a 13-4-
1 record.

“The thing about the states, the way
they do the seeding is based strictly on
record. They don’t really look at
strength of schedule. You could play a
team that has a lot of wins but maybe
they are not playing tough competi-

tion or you could play a team that has
a .500 record but has been playing the
top teams in the state. The records
don’t show all the time,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Katie Wertheimer.

If the game would have been a bas-
ketball game, it could have been called
a half-court game as the Blue Devils
pelted the Bees’s goal area with 24
shots and forced goalie Brittany
MacLean to make 11 saves. Three of
the Blue Devils’ shots ricocheted off
the crossbar and two more rebounded
off the post. The Blue Devils also had
10 corner kicks in the first half – three
were successive shots – and three were
in the second half. In the meantime,
Blue Devil goalies Claire Bennett and
Meghan Brody needed only to stop
one relatively harmless shot. Also, the
Lady Blue Devils correctly anticipated
the direction of the Bees’ throw-ins

and intercepted nearly all of their re-
turn kicks.

“At this point in the season, we are
really coming together. It showed out
here today. We were passing the ball
around. We were finishing. We want
to keep our season going, so you have
to win these games,” said coach
Wertheimer.

Cortinhal scored the first goal 8:31
into the game, after a cross from
Parkinson, when she ripped a left-to-
right bullet into the net. Two minutes
after Handza hammered a shot off the
crossbar, Arielle Zierling buzzed a
shot that slipped from MacLean’s
grasp. Handza was at the right spot to
tap it lightly over the goal line.

“She’s got great foot skills. She does
have a knack for being in that right
place at the right time. A lot of times
her goals are coming off of rebounds.
The goalie bobbled it. She’s there to
put it in. You need people like that,”
coach Wertheimer said of Handza.

Slightly more than two minutes into
the second half, Parkinson, assisted by
Grace MacKenzie, upped the score to
3-0. Four minutes later, MacKenzie
booted a shot into the post and Tina
Cognetti took the rebound and headed
it in for the score. Two minutes later,
Parkinson crossed to Hannah Wharam,
who made the score 5-0.

The remaining 31 minutes gave the
Blue Devil reserves the opportunity
to take to the field. The shelling con-
tinued. Freshman Hannah Kronick
scored an unassisted goal with 24:50
remaining, then three minutes later,
she added the final goal on a
breakaway.

“She’s a finisher and that’s what
we need there,” said coach Wertheimer
of Kronick. “We got everybody in. A
lot of people scored today. We pulled
up a few from the JVs because we
have a few injuries at the varsity level.
I think it’s important, when you can,
to give people experience.”
Bayonne 0 0 0
Westfield 2 5 7

STRANIERO SCORES TWO GOALS; KRUPER, 3 ASSISTS

Lady Soccer Raiders Paralyze
Ft. Lee in Section Tourney, 8-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One quick strike by halfback Molly
Meehan and two kicks that hit the
mark by Alyssa Straneiro in the first
half led the way for the second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls’ soccer team to grab an 8-0 vic-
tory over Fort Lee in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 quarterfinals in
Scotch Plains on November 1.

The Raiders out-shot the Lady
Bridgemen, 30-1. In addition to
Straniero’s and Meehan’s goals, Katie
Cornacchia, Bridget Cornwell,
Stephanie Glover, Sarah Canfield and
Morgan Burke added one goal each.
Goalie Jackie Law rested the entire
first half and midway through the
second half. Law’s rest allowed
backup keeper Saxony Nielsen to
show off her talent with one save.

With 4:15 off the clock, Molly
Meehan looped a shot into a melee in
front of the goalmouth where
Straniero got off a shot that found the
net. The second goal came at the sixth
minute mark when Cornacchia broke
through and whizzed an unassisted
shot between the pipes from 15 yards
out. The Raiders upped the score to 3-
0 when Jenna McCarry launched a
beautiful hook shot from the corner,
Straniero took the pass and punched
it into the left corner of the net.

“We knew to come out aggressive,
try to score first and early. Then after
that we kept on being aggressive and
our defense was able to hold it down,”
said defenseman Delia McGee. “We
try to pass the ball wide. Take it down
to the line and get a cross off every
time. Once we see an opportunity, we
try to switch the field or play it down

and get the cross off.”
Head Coach Kevin Ewing platooned

most of his first team in the second
half, but the Raiders kept up the pres-
sure. With 6:20 off the clock, Molly
Meehan, attacking from the left, sent a
cross into center where Cornacchia,
dogged by Bridgemen keeper Al Jarez,
blazed a shot into the upper right cor-
ner of the net. Cornwell struck gold at
the 20:29 mark off a corner by Kruper.
Ninety ticks later, Ally Prestridge
charged down the right corner and
hooked the ball towards Glover, who
headed the ball inside the far post.

The Raiders scored again when
Kruper, on the near sideline sliced the
ball towards Canfield, who smashed
the upper right side of the net. With
two minutes remaining, Prestridge
controlling the ball broke away and
hooked it into Burke, who eluded
several defenders and notched the
final goal.

“What a wonderful experience be-
ing part of this team. We’re really
young this year and it’s great watching
us just build as a team. No one ex-
pected a lot from us this year, so it’s
great to defy everyone’s expectations,
do what we did last year and go far-
ther,” said senior Sam Bremer. “In the
game, we knew to keep everything
locked in, could not allow one goal.
We kept possession, especially in
midfield, tried to avoid any type of
counter attack. It was fortunate that we
were a lot taller than them, so we won
the balls in the air. We played the feet,
played the ball to each other and made
opportunities for ourselves. They, in
turn, just kicked it and I don’t think
they really had a sense of purpose.
They tried to kick up the field and play
on luck to get a good shot off.”
Fort Lee 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 5 8

ball as far away from the box as
possible. She is the girl you want
kicking it. Steph just holds our team
down. We would not be anywhere
without Stephanie. I don’t know
where I would be without her. Bridget
was put one-on-one with Corrine
Parkinson. Every time those two get
matched up, it’s great to watch.
Parkinson is a great player. For her to
only get a few shots off on me, it’s an
amazing job by Bridget. She’s a great
athlete.”

“They stepped up their pressure.
They started throwing people up front
and we held on,” coach Ewing said.
“It was an excellent game. Two good
teams!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1
Westfield 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRILLING THE SOCCER BALL DOWNFIELD…Blue Devil Brittany Cortinhal, No. 25, gives the ball a good boot
downfield as Raider Jenna McGarry, No. 7, closes in.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALWAYS AROUND THE BALL…Blue Devil Tara Handza, No. 16, has the
knack to position herself in the right place at the right time.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING THROUGH FOR A SCORE…Raider Alyssa Straneiro, off an assist
by Molly Meehan, is determined to get her shot in goal. Later, Straniero struck
the Ft. Lee net for her second goal off an assist by Jenna McCarry.

14 Endor Lane, Mountainside, New Jersey 
Open House Sunday November 11th, 1:00—4:00PM 

Presiding over a tranquil Wychwood cul-de-sac, this serene Ranch welcomes you with 
hardwood floors, moldings, sun-catching windows and custom built-ins. Elegance pervades 
the living room while the family room and adjoining updated kitchen reveal  timeless com-
fort. The enclosed porch offers a panoramic view of the “well-tended” gardens. Other fea-
tures include nice sized bedrooms and ample closet space. Presented for $745,000. Dir: 
Woodland to Wychwood to Endor 

  Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

   908-233-6417, Direct Dial
    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

9 Cowperthwaite Square, Westfield, New Jersey 
Open House Sunday November 11th, 1:00—4:00PM 

Location & convenience enhance this marvelous town home in Westfield’s preeminent 55+ 
community. Hardwood floors, ample closet space, a first floor laundry and two & one half 
baths make everyday life easy. The living room, foyer and formal dining room are joined by 
an eat-in kitchen to craft a lovely 1st floor. The 2nd floor has a delightful master suite and a 
second bedroom. Other amenities include a full basement, pavestone patio and a one car 
detached garage. Presented for $679,000. Dir: Clark to Cowperthwaite, left to #9 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 


