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GET A HEAD START  
ON COLLEGE! 

         Announcing a 3 (three) credit college level course in Jewish History open to all 12th grade 

students in the Central Jersey Federation area. 

 A joint program offered by Kean University of New Jersey, Congregation Beth Israel, and the 

Jewish Federation of Central Jersey, the course will meet on Monday evenings at 8:00pm held at 

Congregation Beth Israel, 18 Shalom Way, Scotch Plains. 

 The course commences on November 19, 2007 and runs for twenty weeks, ending May 5, 

2008.   Call to reserve your place in this limited enrollment course. 

 The tuition for this year is $897.75. Those students that are part of Central Jersey Federation 

are eligible for a small subsidy. 

 

To Enroll Contact:  

 Betty Lynn Golub, Director of Education 

at (908) 889-1830 ext. 207 or email school@cbinj.org 

 

 

Take advantage of an excellent opportunity to start the school of 

your choice in the Fall with 3 college credits! 

 

Jefferson Elem. School
To Hold Clothing Drive

WESTFIELD – Jefferson Elemen-
tary School will hold a clothing drive
on Friday, November 16, to raise funds
for the fifth-grade yearbook.

Clothing, shoes, stuffed animals,
handbags, belts, sheets, towels, blan-
kets and similar items will be col-
lected. These items can be dropped
off between 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. at
the Jefferson field on Clover Street
between Boulevard and Summit Av-
enue.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Presidents of WF Schools
Parent Organizations Meet

MEETING OF THE MINDS…Attending a recent meeting of the Westfield
Parent Teacher Council (PTC), pictured left to right, are: Seated, Rose Hughes,
president of the Westfield High School PTSO; Cindy Bansky, PTC treasurer;
Joann Spera, PTC president; Cathy Kattak, PTC recording secretary; Jackie
Cash and Nancy Hartzell, co-presidents of the Roosevelt Intermediate School
PTO, and standing, Theresa Korth and Kate Fleschler, Franklin School PTO co-
presidents; Gretchen Ohlig and Jolene Ritter, Jefferson School PTO co-presi-
dents; Karen Cohen, Tamaques School PTO co-president; Pam Wiaczek, co-
president of Wilson School PTO; Stacy York, Edison Intermediate School PTO
co-president; Ruth Maloney, PTC corresponding secretary; Mary Beth Finn and
Grace Cetlin, Washington School PTO co-presidents; Lisa Cummings, EIS PTO
co-president, and Pat Ick, McKinley School PTO co-president. Missing from the
photo are Cathy Miller, Tamaques PTO co-president; Terry Fazio, Wilson PTO
co-president; Josephine Stokes, McKinley PTO co-president, and Cindy Morgan,
PTC vice president.

WESTFIELD – The Parent-
Teacher Council (PTC) of the
Westfield Public Schools remains in
full operation, meeting monthly with
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan to discuss school issues.

The PTC, led by 2007-2008 Presi-
dent Joann Spera, serves as an um-
brella organization of all the schools’
parent-teacher-student organizations,
meeting twice a month to share ideas,
interests and news about each school.

Each of the nine Westfield schools’
PTO, PTA or PTSO co-presidents
represent their respective schools on
the PTC. Parents also volunteer to
join committees on the PTC such as
educational studies, budget task force,
special education and scholarship.

Regular participants at the PTC
meetings include Ms. Dolan, Ginny
Leiz, board-of-education president,
and board member Ann Cary.

“It is extremely beneficial to have
this two-way communication,” said

Ms. Dolan. “At the PTC meetings, we
have the opportunity to hear both the
good news and the concerns of our
parents in our schools through their
representatives. At the same time, the
presidents learn what decisions are
being made or considered by the board
of education. It’s a very helpful pro-
cess for all concerned.”

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Student Says Bush Should
Denounce Forms of Torture

By NATHAN VERRILLI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As a 16-year-old boy, it seems my
freedoms are restricted wherever I
turn. My parents restrict my freedom
by setting a curfew and interrogating
me about my location, friends and
activities. As a teenager, I can only be
granted a provisional license, restrict-
ing the time in which I can drive and
the number of people in my car.

Some restrictions can be set for
beneficial reasons, like the aforemen-
tioned, but I am worried about the
current restrictions being enacted by
our government. One such restriction
is the Patriot Act.

The Patriot Act was signed into law
after the attacks on the World Trade
Center in 2001. Basically, this act
gives law-enforcement officials the
power to search and seize property or
people without permission or a war-
rant.

It also restricts our right to privacy
by giving the government the ability
to search our library and online
records. The ability to snoop through
records or hold suspects without per-
mission is too powerful a weapon to
risk placing in the wrong hands.

The power to search and seize with-
out a warrant is incredibly influen-
tial; those wielding this power cannot
and should not misuse it, and they
must be monitored carefully.

When signing the reauthorization
of the Patriot Act, President Bush
issued a statement saying he did not
need to inform Congress about the
powers being used if he thought do-
ing so would jeopardize national-se-
curity matters.

The audacity of this behavior be-
trays my very notion of a leader.
President Bush’s duty is to ensure the
safety of the American people; this
cannot happen if he continues to un-
dermine laws placed for our
wellbeing.

Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy
expressed this same sentiment in his
response to President Bush’s com-
ments – “The President’s constitu-
tional duty is to faithfully execute the
laws as written by the Congress, not
cherry-pick the laws he decides he
wants to follow.”

The fact that our President believes
himself to be above the law is horrify-

ing. Most elementary-school students
know that the executive branch of
government was created to enforce
the laws passed by the legislative
branch, not ignore or disobey them.

The Bush Administration contin-
ues to ignore laws that it believes are
hindering the War on Terror. For in-
stance, Congress passed a law out-
lawing the torture of any prisoner
captured by the United States, but,
yet again, President Bush made it
clear that if he believed it necessary,
he would authorize the use of harsh
interrogation methods.

Is the Bush Administration consid-
ering the consequences of such ac-
tions? President Bush is violating the
basic rights of every human being by
endorsing cruel and unusual punish-
ment.

Does the Bush Administration be-
lieve that basic human rights are un-
important? Does the Bush Adminis-
tration really believe that human life
is expendable in the face of American
safety? A President is elected to
choose laws that best suit the country,
not those that suit his own mind-set.

President Bush is hiding facts in
his belief that he does not need to
inform Congress about the uses of the
Patriot Act, and he refuses to listen to
the voices of others through his im-
plications that during times of war,
the executive branch should wield
more power than legislative.

Should we worry that our democ-
racy could crumble, only to be re-
placed by a dictatorship?

Some people might suggest that it
is better to torture prisoners than risk
the security of the American people.
The very nature of torture does not
secure our safety; it is a method of
revenge, and we sink to the level of
the terrorists themselves. If we en-
gage in such actions, then we are no
longer Americans, and there is no
America to be secured.

Nathan Verrilli, a sophomore, at-
tends Cranford High School.

REMEMBERING A COACH AND FRIEND...Chase Levitt of Scotch Plains sits
on the couch of the Lower Snowdon Library at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
with the books purchased from his family’s donation in memory of Ernie Vajda,
Lower School physical-education teacher and coach.

SP Family Donates Books
In Honor of Former Coach

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sixth grader
Chase Levitt of Scotch Plains re-
called memories of Ernie Vajda, the
Wardlaw-Hartridge Lower School
physical-education teacher and girls’
varsity basketball coach who died in
March, as he discussed his family’s
recent donation of funds for the pur-
chase of sports-related books to the
school’s Lower Snowdon Library.

“He meant a lot to me, and he
really encouraged me,” said Chase.
“Mr. Vajda made me feel better –
that I am who I am and that is good.
He put a lot into his students’ sports
activities and always helped when-
ever he could.”

Chase and his family learned about
the library’s plan to memorialize Mr.
Vajda through a book donation in the
April 20 edition of WHEN,  Wardlaw-
Hartridge’s electronic newsletter.

“It was good to see that I wasn’t
the only one who missed him,” said
Chase, adding that donating money
for book purchases seemed like a
worthwhile and tangible way to re-
member one of his favorite teachers.
“We’re in our anniversary year, and
I think that 125 years from now, kids
will be flipping through these books
and will be remembering Mr. Vajda.”

Christine Mozlin, lower-school li-

brarian, thanked Chase for his dona-
tion and added that the books bear
the phrase, “Donated by The Levitt
Family In Memory of Coach Ernie
Vajda, 2007.”

When asked if he thought Mr.
Vajda would be proud of his family’s
thoughtfulness, Chase remarked, “I
think he’s proud of all of his stu-
dents. This is something that will
live on forever.”

ADVANCED…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains announced the
recipients of the 2007 Advanced Placement Scholar Awards. Class of 2007
Scholars with Distinction include Megan Dyckman, who resides in Fanwood,
Bryan Marques and Dianne Navoa. Scholars include Kaitlin Butler, Edgar Cruz,
Melissa Dunn, Danielle Kania, Amanda Parker and Kaitlyn Ryan. Representing
the Class of 2008’s Scholars with Honor are James Trollo and Elizabeth Peach,
Fanwood residents, and Michael Mastrola. Scholars include April Llamas and
Christopher Wytenus. Pictured, from left to right, are: James Trollo, Elizabeth
Peach, Michael Mastrola, Christopher Wytenus and April Llamas.

20% OFF
all merchandise!

•Designer active wear

•Yoga Accessories

•Eclectic Jewelry

•Stocking Stuffers

One day only

Friday, Nov. 23

9 am –6 pm

Blissful Holiday Shopping

Find the perfect

gift for that
perfect someone!

307 South Avenue

Westfield

908-789-7203

“We’re so much more than yoga wear!”
*20% not to be combined with other offers

Open:

Mon. – Sat. 10 am to 2 pm

Thurs. – 6 to 8 pm


