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RVSA Rep. Chin Considers
Privatization Vote ‘Premature’

Mtside Rotary Club
Donates Dictionaries
MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside

Councilman Glen Mortimer and Rose
Sinisi of the Mountainside Rotary
Club visited Deerfield Elementary
School recently to distribute personal
dictionaries to each of the third grad-
ers in the school.

The Rotary Club, which started
the program in 2003, donated nearly
100 dictionaries this year to the stu-
dents.

The Mountainside Rotary is a ser-
vice organization comprised of
people who live and/or work in
Mountainside and are part of the
international Rotary organization
that helps people all over the world
through varied projects, including
the construction of homes in Ecua-
dor, supplying clean drinking water
in Honduras and purchasing library
books in Akumal, Mexico, among
many other initiatives.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Allen Chin, former
Westfield mayor and the town’s cur-
rent Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) representative, de-
fended his recent dissenting vote on
privatization of the authority during
last Tuesday night’s council meeting.

The RVSA is undergoing hundreds
of millions of dollars of court-man-
dated improvements to upgrade its
capacity that will not be complete for
another year.

Mr. Chin said a recent 6-5 vote did
not, in point of fact, approve an outside
contractor to take over the facility but
did effectively authorize the prepara-
tion of Requests For Proposal (RFPs)
in order to first start that process.

He told the council that without
knowing the “manning requirements”
at the yet-to-be-upgraded facility,
looking at privatization is “prema-
ture” at the present time.

He said state government may dic-
tate manning standards and stated in a
letter to The Westfield Leader that a
“base or standard number of employ-
ees required has to be established, so
that privatization proposals can be com-
pared against the number of present
established operating personnel.”

He said in his letter that the up-
graded plant should be in operation
for a “sufficient amount of time” to
compare that practice to privatization.

Without performing a study of the

pros and cons of privatization, hiring
lawyers to prepare for the possibility
of privatization would be a “waste of
hundreds of thousands of dollars,”
Mr. Chin said. “If it makes sense,
sure. Right now, it’s premature.”

However, he did inform the coun-
cil, “I will vote the way you would
like me to vote.”

He offered “good news” that a $25-
million grant will soon be executed to
aid the RVSA and is only “waiting
[President George W.] Bush’s signa-
ture.”

He said RVSA has “under-spent”
its budget by $3.5 million. He said he
wants to use the budget surplus to
“hopefully give you some relief.”

Mr. Chin said, responding to Mayor
Andy Skibitsky’s question, there is a
“good chance” the decision to move
towards privatization would be over-
turned.

In other news, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said Verizon would begin
installing equipment at town hall,
eventually leading to the airing of
TV-36 on Verizon FIOS.

He said it would still take “a few
weeks,” in order to test the system.

He said in terms of “branding” the
channel on Verizon’s network, the
company is “working out the details”
of the channel’s number on FIOS.

“Most importantly, we are one of
the first towns to provide local access
through FIOS [via a return-feed line],”
Mr. Gildea said.

WINNING GRINS…Robert and Michael Juchnik, 7, pal around with buddy DJ
at the Westfield Community Center, one of 19-member agencies the Westfield
United Way supports.

This is the first in a series of ar-
ticles that will feature the 19 commu-
nity-service agencies that are part of
the Westfield United Way. Contribu-
tions to the WUW, a non-profit orga-
nization, help fund people-oriented
services that those who seek help at
these agencies receive.

WESTFIELD – “You’re out!” yells
7-year-old Robert. Robert and
Michael Juchnik are having a blast
with a simple rubber ball and 10
friends. Playing kickball at the
Westfield Community Center (WCC)
gym is a daily after-school activity.
At this 70-year-old agency, it all
started with the toys. And while to-
day, walking canes and computers
are as prevalent as board games and
basketballs, the agency’s mission of
serving children and adults – both
separately and together – has never
wavered from its founding.

The WCC began life on West Broad
Street in 1935 as the Toy Lending
Library, a National Youth Adminis-
tration center focused on collecting,
repairing and lending toys to chil-
dren. It quickly grew into a full-scale
recreation and employment program
serving more than 50 young men and
women in the neighborhood and vi-
cinity.

When New Deal funding was dis-
continued in 1939, the center joined
forces with the United Campaign of
the Westfield Social Agencies (now
the Westfield United Way), and the
two have enjoyed a strong relation-
ship ever since. A program born of
the Depression continues to fulfill a
vital mission serving its neighbor-
hood and community at large.

Today, WCC provides educational
and recreational services to all age
groups, from the children and teens in
its after-school and day-camp pro-
grams to a bustling senior citizen’s
program with more than 400 enroll-
ees.

The overlap between the genera-
tions is what Thelma Smith, the
center’s director since 2003, finds
especially appealing. “The biggest
benefit is the relationship the chil-
dren can establish with the seniors,”
says Ms. Smith. “We have lots of
intergenerational programs – like ce-
ramics, sewing and holiday parties –
where the two can interact.”

But just as important to students like
Robert and Michael, the center is a
place where kids can be kids. The
brothers, known collectively as “Twin”
by their friends at the center, live nearby
with their teenage sister, mother and
grandmother. They are among the 16
children currently enrolled at WCC,
nine of whom qualify for state assis-
tance. Second graders at McKinley
School, the brothers arrive at the cen-
ter every afternoon by bus along with
students from Franklin, Tamaques and
Jefferson Elementary Schools.

After homework and a hot meal
under the watchful eyes of the center’s
staff, the children line up for some
eagerly awaited gym time. A little
good-natured wrestling ensues – Rob-
ert is a “Smackdown” fan – and then
the kids are turned loose in the center’s
airy gym. Special events like holi-
days and guest visitors break up the
routine at the center, and recent grants
have brought keyboard lessons and
dance instruction to the program.
Michael especially looks forward to
time in the computer room and
proudly displays his high score in
“Gutterball.”

Robert and Michael were intro-
duced to the center through its sum-
mer day camp, an all-day program
that provides strong outreach for the
center. Besides the swimming, crafts
and organized day trips, the camp
provides the added benefit of em-
ploying teens, a notoriously
underserved group.

“The Westfield Community Cen-
ter is not only one of our longest-
standing agency relationships, but in
many respects, it is a microcosm of
why the [WUW] exists,” notes Linda
Maggio, WUW director. “The diverse,
multigenerational population they
have served for so many years pro-
vides an ideal portrait of the many
Westfielders we are able to help ev-
eryday.”

The WUW supports its member
agencies through the contributions of
local individuals, businesses and pro-
fessionals. This year’s annual cam-
paign is currently underway, with a
goal of raising $715,000.

Those interested can send tax-de-
ductible donations to the WUW at
301 North Avenue East, Westfield,
N.J., 07090, or make an online pledge
at westfield unitedway.org.
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Scotch Plains to Hold Hearing
On HUD Block-Grant Funding

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Mayor Martin Marks has announced
that a public hearing will be held on
the HUD (Housing and Urban Devel-
opment) Revenue Sharing Block
Grant (now in its 34th year) funding
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November

20, in Room 202 of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, located at 430
Park Avenue.

“We are attempting to set our own
priorities and want to know how our
own citizens feel the county alloca-
tion should be spent,” Mayor Marks
said.

Scotch Plains has benefited from
Community Development funds since
1975, amounting to over $3,750,000.
It is expected that approximately $6-
million will be available to Union
County.

The hearing will be chaired by Jo-
seph Duff, Robert Johnston and Philip
Schick, official delegates to the Rev-
enue Sharing Committee. Nineteen
towns in Union County are involved,
and all projects must have a two-
thirds majority of the total committee
membership approval in order to be-
come a reality.

Application for projects will be
available at the municipal building
and include complete instructions
concerning project eligibility.

Projects funded throughout the 19-
member municipalities include hous-
ing rehabilitation, neighborhood pres-
ervation, code enforcement, senior
citizens facilities, child-care facili-
ties and various social-service pro-
grams.

DO-SI-DO…Attendees of the Union County Barn Dance for People with Disabili-
ties enjoyed square dancing, a barbecue dinner and other activities at Watchung
Stable in Mountainside last month. Local restaurants and law officials helped out
at the event, bringing Batman, food and T-shirts to the participants. For informa-
tion about upcoming programs for people with disabilities, call (908) 527-4806.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

Quite arguably the best chardonnay from the Napa
Valley.  Possibly the best of all domestic chardonnays.

They have been making wine since 1953, which is
ancient by California standards.  Great stony soils give

good mineral structure to the wine.  Tons of pear,
citrus and apple, with lots of clean acid.  No malolactic
fermentation and only old neutral oak aging.  This is
the way the wine gods meant it to be.  Your turkey

wants all this clean, bright fruit.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 11/14/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $25.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $36.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $32.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $29.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $37.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $25.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $57.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $36.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $27.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $32.99   1.75L
Skyy     $21.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $18.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $17.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News!

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price

Leal Merlot
$31.99

Domaine Philippe
Tessier Cour-

Cheverny  $21.99

Castello Monaci
Liante Salice

Salentino  $12.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$12.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

California merlot has grown
so pricey that most $30

bottles are not even
mediocre.  This, however, is
exceptional, and exactly the

kind of thing that made
merlot popular in the first

place.  Lots of red fruit,
berries, cherries and red

plum flavors accompanied
by hints of spice and long

seamless finish.  If you want
elegant merlot for your

Thanksgiving, you won’t find
one better than this.  And
that little chocolate-coffee
finish just stays with you.

The Romorantin grape came
to the Loire Valley in the

15th century.  It is rare and
exotic and was awarded its
own appellation in 1993.

Doesn’t come from
anywhere else.  All kinds of

exotic wild flower and
tropical fruit notes.  Notes
of pear, quince and honey.
Plus, this is organic.  This

will be lovely with turkey, or
a great sip before dinner.

Francis the First knew what
he was doing when he

ordered the planting of the
grape 600 years ago.

Southern Italian wine has long
been overlooked.  This blend
of 80% Negroamaro and 20%
Malvasia Nera gives lie to the

notion that it is all dense,
heavy and unsophisticated.  All

kinds of balance and nuance
here: lots of dark cherry flavor
and distinct but discreet spice

and earth tones.  If you are
putting sausage in your turkey,

this would be a perfect
compliment.

Stony Hill Chardonnay  $44.99

Having a Ball: Westfield
Community Center Programs

WESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHTWESTFIELD UNITED WAY: AGENCY SPOTLIGHT

Submitted by Jennifer Jaruzelski


