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POLICE BLOTTER

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

courtesy of the Garwood Police Department
ROAD CONSTRUCTION...A flatbed
lumber delivery truck lost its load of
plywood while turning on to North Av-
enue from Center Street in Garwood
on Tuesday. The load of wood struck a
1997 Pontiac, which was stopped on
North Avenue traveling west. There
were no injuries, but the truck driver
received summonses for improper load-
ing and other equipment violations.

nation and conduct unbecoming a
public employee. The disciplinary
notice said Mr. DiNizo faced an im-
mediate 180-day suspension.

In December 2006, a month after
Republicans retained township coun-
cil control in the elections, township
attorney Brian Levine informed Mr.
DiNizo’s attorney the disciplinary
notice was being dismissed, but that
an investigation into the distribution
of the August 2006 letter was con-
tinuing and could result in a separate
disciplinary notice. Nine months ago,
Mr. Levine said the investigation had
been completed and the township and
Mr. Atkins would take no further ac-
tion against Mr. DiNizo.

Mr. DiNizo accuses Mr. Atkins in
the lawsuit of going “out of his way to
trample on people’s First Amendment
rights with the hope of minimizing
any adverse publicity which could
hurt the Republicans and, in turn,
himself.” The lawsuit claims “it is no
coincidence” that the charges were
lodged against Mr. DiNizo by Mr.
Atkins a month before the 2006 elec-
tions and “no coincidence that it was
not until after the Republicans were
in office” that the township confirmed
that no charges would be brought
against Mr. DiNizo. The suit also
claims that Mr. DiNizo, who the suit
describes as “an apolitical and ex-
tremely long-term employee,” was
denied overtime work opportunities
and the chance for promotions.

When contacted by The Times, nei-
ther Mr. Levine nor Steven Adler, Mr.
DiNizo’s attorney, had additional
comments on the lawsuit.
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DiNizo

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 30, James D.

Phillips, 34, of Philadelphia, Pa. was
arrested and charged for possession
of marijuana after a motor-vehicle
stop. The driver of the vehicle, Ed-
ward Speight, Jr., 35, was also ar-
rested for two Pennsville warrants
and one out of Millstone, police said.

Tuesday, October 30, three resi-
dents from Pleasant Avenue, Forest
Road and Woodland Avenue reported
that their cars were vandalized with
eggs, mustard and mayonnaise.

Wednesday, October 31. Lauren N.
Peterson, 27, of Colonia was arrested
on a Union warrant after a motor-
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Thursday, November 1, Vicky J.
Cabrera, 32, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor-vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding Bellville
warrant.

Friday, November 2, Theresa
O’Sullivan, 39, of Cranford was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop on
North Avenue.

Saturday, November 3, Manuel
Flores, 43, of Clark was arrested after
a motor-vehicle stop on LaGrande
Avenue for an outstanding East
Hanover warrant.

Saturday, November 3, a resident
reported the theft of an iPod from an
unattended vehicle in the recycling
center. The value of the iPod was
$400, police said.

Scotch Plains
Friday, November 2, a resident of

Forest Road reported that a former
friend confronted her and yelled ob-
scenities at her.

Friday, November 2, Jason Gra-
ham, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor-vehicle stop.

Friday, November, Jose Rosado, 32,
of Linden was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after a motor-ve-
hicle stop.

Friday, November 2, Sidney Ayers,
48, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor-
vehicle stop.

Saturday, November 3, Jaepierre
Henry, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop.

Saturday, November 3, a resident
of Park Avenue reported that someone
used his credit card without his autho-
rization to make purchases online.

Saturday, November 3, Peter Tevis,
41, of Scotch Plains was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor-
vehicle stop.

Westfield
Saturday, October 27, Thomas

Pareso, 18, and a 16-year-old juve-
nile, both of Westfield, were arrested
on the 200 block of North Avenue,
East, for alleged possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. Pareso,
who also was charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, was re-
leased on his own recognizance. The
juvenile was released to a family mem-
ber.

Sunday, October 28, Andres
Pacheco, 22, of Newark was arrested
for allegedly driving while intoxicated
following a motor-vehicle stop at Elm
Street and Dudley Avenue. He was
released to a responsible individual.

Tuesday, October 30, a resident of
the 400 block of Palsted Avenue re-
ported a smashed rear window on a
motor vehicle.

Tuesday, October 30, Safiyyah
Lawson, 30, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Bloomfield traffic
warrant, with bail of $100, following
a motor-vehicle stop on South Avenue
in Garwood. She was released on her
own recognizance per the Bloomfield
Municipal Court.

Tuesday, October 30, a resident of
the 500 block of Dudley Court re-
ported that a section of fencing on her
property was damaged.

Tuesday, October 30, Christopher
Cassett, 19, of Westfield was arrested
on the 900 block of Everts Avenue and
charged with obstruction of adminis-
tration of law and disorderly conduct
following a police investigation. He
was released on his own recognizance
with a summons.

Friday, November 2, Donald C.
Payton, Jr., 49, of North Plainfield
was arrested on a North Plainfield
traffic warrant on South Avenue, East,
near the intersection of Windsor Av-
enue. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting $700 bail.

Friday, November 2, Nicholas
Guzman, 23, of Newark was arrested
on East Broad Street near the intersec-

tion of North Euclid Avenue on a
Westfield traffic warrant. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after post-
ing $130 bail.

Friday, November 2, a resident of
the 900 block of North Avenue, West,
reported that someone spray-painted
letters in black paint on the sidewalk
in front of her home.

Friday, November 2, Steven
Bessette, 35, of Elizabeth and Mary
Kiernan, 28, of Roselle Park were
arrested during a motor-vehicle stop
at North and 4th Avenues.

Bessette was arrested for hindering
apprehension by allegedly providing
police with false information and also
on a Seaside Heights criminal warrant
with bail of $300. Bail on the Westfield
charge was set at $500.

Kiernan was arrested on criminal
warrants from Stewartsville and
Roselle Park, with bail amounts of
$500 and $152, respectively. Both she
and Bessette were committed on de-
fault of bail to the Union County jail,
police said.

Mountainside
Wednesday, October 24, police took

a report from a Sherwood Parkway
company stating that merchandise was
ordered, delivered and paid for by a
fraudulent check. Police said the mer-
chandise ordered was paving equip-
ment that weighs several tons and
requires heavy machinery to reload
and return.

Tuesday, October 30, Joaquim A.
Moreira, 52, of Newark was arrested
at the Old Bridge Police Department
for an outstanding warrant in the
amount of $1,100.

Tuesday, October 30, police re-
sponded to a report of juveniles light-
ing matches on the fitness trail. Ac-
cording to police, both juveniles were
transported to headquarters, where
arrest reports were filed. The youths
were turned over to their mothers.

Sunday, November 4, Christian
Patterson, 19, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged for criminal mis-
chief for throwing eggs at vehicles on
Mountain Avenue. According to po-
lice, Patterson purchased eggs from a
convenience store minutes before the
incident.

Tuesday, October 30, a Summit
Road resident reported that someone
slashed his Halloween decorations
sometime over night.

Wednesday, October 31, police re-
sponded to a report from a Sunrise
Parkway resident that his tires were
slashed on his vehicle, while it was
parked in his driveway.

Friday, November 2, a Blazo Ter-
race resident reported that while he
was watching TV in his bedroom
someone broke into his house through
an unlocked side door and took $160
in cash and unspecified jewelry.

Sunday, November 4, a resident of
Stony Brook reported that someone
illegally dumped two white garbage
bags of beer cans near the curb of his
property.

Monday, November 5, a Sheffield
Street business reported that someone
broke into three company trucks, while
they were parked in the company’s
parking lot. According to police, some-
one smashed the windows and rum-
maged through the vehicles. It was
not known at this time what was taken,
police said.

Garwood
Saturday, October 27, Joseph

Lopez, 19, of Garwood, was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana under 50 grams, disorderly con-
duct, resisting arrest, underage con-
sumption of alcohol, disorderly con-
duct and resisting arrest.

Police received a call from a resi-
dent who reported that someone
trashed Halloween decorations in
front of his home. Upon arrival, they
found Lopez intoxicated. Lopez then
began arguing and becoming abu-
sive with police officers. Lopez was
arrested and taken to police head-
quarters, where he posted bail. His
case will be heard before the
Garwood Municipal Court judge.

Sunday, November 4, Lisa Bruno,
24, of Toms River was arrested at
South Avenue and Center Street and
charged with possession of marijuana
under 50 grams. Bruno was a passen-
ger in a vehicle stopped by police for
driving erratically on South Avenue.
Police said they observed Bruno smok-
ing marijuana in the vehicle.

Police said the 19-year-old driver,
the owner of the car, was found not to
be under the influence of any drugs or
alcohol and was released after being
issued a summons for careless driving.

“I really appreciate receiving the sup-
port of this district,” stated Mrs. Stender,
who pledged to continue to work hard
on behalf of her constituents on such
issues as global warming, stem-cell
research and property-tax relief.

Asw. Stender also expressed sup-
port for her borough’s municipal can-
didates, saying she was “thrilled” that
Ms. Mitchell and Mayor Mahr would

tics. My job is first and then politics is
second, and I think that’s what people
like about me. I do my job,” Mr.
Froehlich said.

Ms. Kowalski, freeholder chair-
woman, said she was happy to be
serving her second term and be active
in the Democratic Party for the last 10
years.

“It’s gratifying to know that they
are supporting us and our politics,”
she said.

Mr. Sullivan, an Elizabeth resident,
said he was excited to be re-elected
for a fifth term.

“Hey, I’m still here,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “It was a lot of hard work and
now that the campaign is over, we are
ready to start on the harder work,” he
said. “We are really going to focus on
property taxes and education.”

Mr. Sullivan said the low voter turn-
out “surprised” him.

“Only 25 to 30 percent of people
turned out. People are less interested
in local politics I guess,” he said.

Mr. Van Blake was elected to his
first freeholder term. “I am really
excited. Wow. I am so humbled, too.
The county has already established a
number of initiatives and education is
high on my list,” he said.

Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood,
26,857, making her fourth-consecu-
tive run at freeholder, John Russitano,
Jr., 26,183, of Westfield, and Robert
Reilly on Winfield Park, 26,560, ran
on the Republican ticket.

“This year is a whole different race.
You have three Independent candi-
dates – one who is an incumbent. The
incumbent and [his] team need to pull
enough votes [away] from the Demo-
crats to help us,” Mrs. Quattrocchi
said.

 Mr. Russitano added, “I tried the
best I could, and I did this for every-
body to see I am trying to do the best
for this county.”

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin said, “I feel this is a
year when usually the turnout is low,
but we had a good turnout. So far, the
Republicans had a great success at
the local level.”

Independent candidate Adrian
Mapp – elected as a Democrat to the
freeholder board three years ago –
received 6,734 votes. His running
mates, Becky McHugh and George
O’Grady, received 5,879 and 5,841
votes, respectively.

Mr. Mapp thanked voters who
elected him to the board three years
ago and indicated that he would re-
turn to local politics in Plainfield.

“Incremental change will bring
fundamental change,” he said.

Wayne Baker and Ebony McQueen
contributed to this report.
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UC Democrats Sweep Again

courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
FAHRENHEIT 451...Members of the Westfield Historical Society pick up a van-
load of books that Westfield Memorial Library staff had left outside of the library
to be thrown out with recycling earlier in the week. One source said that the
rescued items included a carton of unique Westfield High School yearbooks
dating back to the 1920s that the historical society has classified as “rare” and
“collectable.” The library is currently closed for renovations; see press release on
page 2.

its way toward real balance; I’m glad
Tony [Parenti] has broken the ice,”
said Mr. Stroz. “It was a good race –
a hard race, but I’m glad one of us
made it on [the council].”

Mr. Populus shook hands with sup-
porters alongside Mayor Mahr and
Ms. Mitchell. “Everything comes to
an end…it is what it is,” he said,
before adding, “I’ll still be around,
I’m not going anywhere.”

Mr. Populus, who served on the
council in the 1990s, replaced Joseph
Higgins on the governing body this
fall after Mr. Higgins resigned unex-
pectedly for personal reasons.

Fanwood has 4,753 registered vot-
ers – down about 80 from the last
election. About half are not affiliated
with a political party, and the rest are
nearly evenly split between Demo-
crats and Republicans.

Susan Cook for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY DEMOCRATS SWEEP AGAIN...(Clockwise from left) Republican
freeholder candidates Robert Reilly, Patricia Quattrocchi and John Russitano
attend an election-night function in Garwood. Above left, the Union County
Democratic slate – left to right, incumbent sheriff Ralph Froehlich, incumbent
freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski and Dan Sullivan and newcomer Rayland Van
Blake – celebrate their sweep of the county races at their victory party at L’Affaire
in Mountainside. Center, Mr. Sullivan receives a congratulatory hug from fellow
freeholder Al Mirabella, a Fanwood resident. Right, Mr. Van Blake addresses
supporters after learning that he will join the freeholder board.
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District 22 Races
have further opportunities to serve
the community. She also said she felt
Mr. Parenti “would do a good job.”

Mrs. Stender serves as vice chair-
man of the Assembly’s transportation
and public-works committee and is a
member of the health and senior-
services committee and the tourism
and gaming committee.

Mr. Scutari, a former Union County
freeholder and Linden school-board
member, said he was pleased with his
victory in winning a second term.

“It is always good to win, espe-
cially when you have a good candi-
date running against you,” he said.

The senator attributed his re-elec-
tion to the faith that the members of
his legislative district, which includes
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Clark,
Rahway, Linden and Plainfield, have
in his legislative record.

Looking forward to his next term,
Mr. Scutari said he hopes to attack
dual-office holding and corruption in
Trenton even more than in the last
four years.

Mr. Gatto said the GOP campaign
brought issues such as property taxes
and ethics reform to the campaign.

“We didn’t succeed. However, I do
believe that our campaign shed a num-
ber of important topics for the State
of New Jersey to light,” Mr. Gatto
told The Times.
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Fanwood Council Meeting
am hearing about it.”

“I really would not want to com-
ment until I see it,” he said.

In other business Monday night,
borough-council members discussed
an ordinance to increase the
borough’s dog license fees. The cur-

rent annual fee, which is set at $7 for
neutered dogs and $10 for un-neu-
tered dogs, may increase to $10 for
neutered dogs and $15 for un-neu-
tered dogs.

“The fees don’t come close to the
cost” the borough has to pay for the
animal control service, said Council-
man William Populus. “We’re losing
money, we should try to balance it
off.”

Mr. Populus also suggested polling
the surrounding municipalities to see
how much their dog fees are.

Officials announced that the
council was awarded $41,000 of
its requested $86,550 from Union
County’s Kids Recreation grant.
The governing body hopes the grant
will cover the expense of improve-
ments to a playground at Forest
Road Park, but they said it would
not cover the expense of the tennis
courts.

According to Borough
Adminstrator Eleanor McGovern, the
council applied for the grant in Sep-
tember.

On another matter, the County of
Union is requiring that the borough
pass an ordinance on the traffic-con-
trol-signal installation along Martine
Avenue.

“The county wants to make sure we
agree to what they’ve already been
doing,” said Mayor Mahr. “It should
have been done a while ago, but they
are just requiring it.”

The council also discussed renova-
tions to the borough’s public-works
building. The governing body rejected
a bid in February that had estimated
the renovations to total between
$298,000 and $654,000. The renova-
tions include existing offices, a larger
bay for the borough’s mechanic to
work in, the lunchroom and upgrades
to the heating and lighting in the
building.

Zoning for new construction may
be a problem for the borough, as it will
not allow certain uses to remain in
some areas of the borough. “The bad
thing is we have some users who are
going to walk away,” said Mayor Mahr.

The agenda meeting ended with
the council going into executive ses-
sion to discuss litigation. Mrs.
McGovern would not disclose the
nature of the litigation.

Elections 2007:
check goleader.com

for full election
updates, including
poll numbers and
results by district.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EYED FOR DEVELOPMENT...Fanwood has introduced a $2-million bond
ordinance with the intention of purchasing the Livingston-Wilbor property at 238
South Avenue. The hearing on the ordinance will be held November 20 at 7:30
p.m. at Borough Hall.

Summit, Kenilworth
Decide Mayoral Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – In other municipal elec-
tion races Tuesday night, Republi-
cans retained four council seats in
Westfield, picked up two seats in
Cranford, won the mayor’s office and
two open seats in Kenilworth and
picked up a seat in Springfield. Demo-
crats held the mayor’s office in Sum-
mit and won an open seat in Roselle
Park.

Republican Kenilworth Council-
woman Kathi Fiamingo defeated
Democrat Councilman Peter
Corvelli in the race to replace Mayor
Gregg David, a Democrat who did
not seek re-election. Republicans
Brian Joho and Toncia Sosnosky
defeated Democrats Barbara
Morison and Michael Barrita for
the two open seats in the council.
The GOP victory creates a 3-3 tie
on the council.

Cranford Republicans will take a
5-0 command of the township coun-
cil with the victory of Mark Smith
and Martha Garcia over incumbent
Democrats George Jorn and George
McDonough.

Democrat Larissa Chen Hoerning
defeated incumbent Robert Rubilla
in Roselle Park in the borough’s
third ward, while Republican
Modesta Miranda Jr. defeated Jo-
seph Fonte for the open fourth-ward
seat.


