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SP DPW Worker Alleges
Retaliation for Complaints

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A township
public works employee filed a law-
suit last month accusing township
manager Thomas Atkins of tarnish-
ing his name and reputation, inhibit-
ing his First Amendment rights and
denying him promotions in connec-
tion with a letter sent 15 months ago
to Mr. Atkins complaining about con-
ditions at the department and the be-
havior of then-public works director
Charles Cerami.

Nicholas DiNizo, a 27-year em-
ployee of the department, is seeking
unspecified damages in his suit, which
was filed in State Superior Court in
Middlesex County on October 9. The
lawsuit has since been moved to fed-
eral court because of the First Amend-
ment issues.

In the August 18, 2006 letter, which
was also delivered to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, several un-
named public works employees com-
plained to Mr. Atkins that Mr. Cerami
— who resigned his position earlier
this year following a December 2006
indictment in connection with his
activities as director of public works
in Clinton Township — had created a
hostile work environment, had used
language that was “often demeaning
and abusive, including racial and eth-
nic slurs,” and was, at the time, under
investigation “for the exact same hos-
tile behavior as well as for other egre-
gious misconduct” during his four-

year tenure in Clinton Township,
which ended when he took the Scotch
Plains position in early 2006.

A month later, Mr. Atkins re-
sponded to Mr. DiNizo about the let-
ter, calling the accusations against
Mr. Cerami “untrue” and stating that
after discussing the matter with de-
partment personnel, “It was clear that
nobody felt the comments and allega-
tions in the unsigned, anonymous
September 18 letter from the ‘depart-
ment’ had any basis in fact.”

The letter to Mr. Atkins surfaced in
the midst of last year’s municipal
election campaign, when Democrats
were seeking to gain control of the
township council. Mr. DiNizo’s suit
claims Mr. Atkins was “concerned”
about the letter since he had hired Mr.
Cerami and any adverse publicity
could hurt Republican chances in the
November 2006 elections and, thus,
jeopardize Mr. Atkins’ tenure as mu-
nicipal manager.

According to the suit goes, Mr.
Atkins, “Without any factual basis,
accused Mr. DiNizo of creating the
August 18 letter and misrepresenting
that it was prepared on behalf of the
whole DPW,” and suggested that Mr.
DiNizo had given the letter to The
Times “to defame Cerami, thereby
potentially exposing the town to li-
ability.” Mr. Atkins issued Mr. DiNizo
what the suits calls “a frivolous pre-
liminary notice of disciplinary ac-
tion,” charging him with insubordi-

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HARDLY A BLAST… The Union County Bomb Squad took part in a drill at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on Monday morning. Students were evacu-
ated to secure locations nearby while the drill took place at the school. A bomb
squad worker (inset) is helped into his 85-pound bomb suit to examine a
“suspicious package.” The drill, which served to test both school and emergency
response, ended at approximately 10:30 a.m.
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Scutari, Stender, Green
Win New LD-22 Terms

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
and KELSI BROWNING

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Incumbent Demo-
cratic State Senator Nicholas Scutari
of Linden and his running mates,
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood and As-
semblyman Jerry
Green of
Plainfield easily
won re-election
Tuesday over Re-
publicans Rose
McConnell of
North Plainfield,
the Senate candi-
date, and Assem-
bly hopefuls
B r y a n
DesRochers of
Rahway and Rob-
ert Gatto of North
Plainfield.

Mrs. Stender
was elected to her
fourth two-year
term in the New
Jersey General
Assembly. With
all 176 districts reporting results on
Tuesday night, Mrs. Stender received
13,638 votes, while Mr. Green cap-
tured 13,884. Their Republican chal-
lengers, Mr. Gatto and Mr. Des
Rochers, garnered 8,238 and 8,229
votes, respectively.

A former Fanwood mayor and

councilwoman, Mrs. Stender also
served eight years on the Union
County freeholder board. She joined
fellow Democrats at the South Street
Café in Fanwood shortly after the
polls closed.

Fanwood Democrats celebrated the
re-election of
Mayor Colleen
Mahr and Council-
woman Katherine
Mitchell while la-
menting Bill
Populus’ loss to
Republican oppo-
nent and former
Fanwood police
chief Tony Parenti
for the second
council seat up for
election. Mayor
Mahr had run un-
opposed for her
second mayoral
term.

A full-time leg-
islator, Mrs.
Stender told The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

she “was gratified” that voters re-
turned her to the Assembly for an-
other term. She said Republicans
“surely have shown their true colors”
by what she called their “outright
lies” concerning her voting and em-
ployment records.

Democrats Sweep Over GOP,
Independents in County Races
By MARIA WOEHR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County Democrats celebrated as
votes for candidates rolled in for

freeholder and sheriff positions on
Tuesday night. Incumbent freehold-
ers Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford,
32,502, and Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, 32,121, along with Plainfield
Councilman Rayland Van Blake,
30,604, emerged victorious. Ralph
Froehlich, 36,278, returned to the
sheriff post he has held for 30 years.

Democrats have held a 9-0 free-
holder majority since 1998 and have
not lost a county race in 13 years.

“This is a victory. Fifty-seven per-
cent to 35 percent of our voters chose
Democrats to back them,” said Char-
lotte DeFilippo, Democratic county
chairman. Ms. DeFilippo also said
this was the lowest voter turnout she
has seen this decade.

Sheriff Froehlich won by more than
12,000 votes, returning for his 11th
term.

“This will be my 50th year in poli-

Susan Cook for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE SHERIFF SPEAKS...Democrat Ralph Froehlich, elected to a new Union
County sheriff term after 30 years in the post, addresses the Democratic victory
party at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
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Fanwood Council Race Splits Party
Line; Parenti, Mitchell Win Seats

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Former Fanwood
Police Chief Anthony Parenti was
the top vote-getter (1,026 votes, not
including absentee ballots) in a close
borough council
race on Election
Day; the Repub-
lican challenger
took one of the
two seats up for
grabs on the cur-
rently all-Demo-
cratic governing
body.

I n c u m b e n t
D e m o c r a t
K a t h e r i n e
Mitchell, with
978 votes, was
victorious in her
bid for a fourth
council term.
Council terms run
three years. Re-
publican chal-
lenger Joel Stroz,
with 956 votes,
and incumbent
Democrat Will-
iam Populus, with
939 votes, fin-
ished third and
fourth, respec-
tively, in the race.
Democrats will
have a 5-1 majority on the council
next year.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, a Demo-
crat, ran unopposed and was re-
elected to a second four-year term.
This was the first time in Fanwood’s
history that a mayor ran without op-
position.

At Borough Hall as the polls closed,

officials estimated voter turnout at
about 45 percent (compared to 60
percent last year), which the mayor
pointed to as a factor in the council
race.

“It’s very disappointing that people

chose to stay home on an important
night,” Mayor Mahr said at the
Democrats’ post-election gathering
at the South Street Café on South
Avenue.

“We look forward to working with
Mr. Parenti; I’m just sorry we’re not
going to have Bill [Populus] on the
council because he has done a lot of

good work for Fanwood,” she said.
Across the street from the Demo-

crats’ party, the Republicans held a
party in the basement of Providence
Bank.

Mr. Parenti reflected on his cam-
paign as he
greeted support-
ers.

“My experi-
ence as
[ F a n w o o d ’ s
former] police
chief, I think, had
a lot to do with
[my victory],” he
said. “I made a
lot of statements
and promises,
and I’m going to
pursue them as
vigorously as I
can, being a
single Republi-
can voice [on the
council].”

Ms. Mitchell,
whom Mayor
Mahr recognized
as “the longest-
serving council
member in
Fanwood’s his-
tory,” thanked
supporters for
“placing their
faith in me once

again.”
“I’m proud of what I’ve done,” the

councilwoman said. “And I guess
that’s an important thing, because I
have to live with me.”

Mr. Stroz said that, despite his third-
place finish, he is pleased that Repub-
licans now have a “toe-hold” on the
council.

“I think Fanwood, hopefully, is on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Incumbent Senator Nicholas Scutari
at the Union County Democratic

event on Tuesday evening.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOUR MORE YEARS...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, responds to con-
stituents chanting “four more years!” at the borough Democrats’ election-night
party at the South Street Café. She ran unopposed for a second mayoral term. At
left, incumbent Katherine Mitchell won her re-election bid, while Republican
Anthony Parenti beat incumbent Democrat William Populus, right.

Fanwood Unveils $2-Mil. Ord.
To Buy South Ave. Building

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil introduced a $2-million bond or-
dinance Monday night with the intent
of acquiring the Livingston-Wilbor
Corp. Property at 238 South Avenue
and 41 Second Street.

“Due to timing and other issues
facing him, Mr. Wilbor had to con-
sider relocating, to ensure the vitality
of downtown development,” said
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

The mayor and council are sched-
uled to vote on the ordinance, fol-
lowing a public hearing, at the gov-
erning body’s November 20 meet-
ing. The bonds, according to the
ordinance, would be paid off in 40
years.

A firewall from the borough’s Sta-
tion Mews redevelopment project fell
onto the Livingston-Wilbor building
earlier this year causing the roof to
collapse. Two workers had to be res-
cued after being trapped inside. The

business has been located in the bor-
ough for 58 years.

When reached for comment
Wednesday morning, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said the borough wants
to purchase the property with the
intention of selling it to a redevel-
oper. The borough council serves
as Fanwood’s redevelopment
agency.

“The rights will be assigned in
advance of the closing, prior to ex-
penditure of funds,” Mayor Mahr
said.

“Our goal is to be able to sell it to a
redeveloper for that price [$2 mil-
lion],” the mayor said, adding that the
borough does not intend to develop
the property itself. “It is a critical
piece to the overall success of the
block.”

When contacted Wednesday morn-
ing following his victorious run for a
council seat, Councilman-elect An-
thony Parenti said, “This is the first I
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Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STENDER SHOWS SUPPORT...Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22) of
Fanwood, successful in her re-election bid, speaks with Democratic Fanwood
Council candidate William Populus, who did not regain a seat on the borough's
governing body.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPLIT TICKET...Republican Anthony Parenti, left, won his bid for a seat on the Fanwood Council with the highest vote
total of any borough candidate. His running mate Joel Stroz, right, offers him congratulations; Mr. Stroz did not win a seat.


