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Health Coord.: WHS Has No
Reported MRSA Cases

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – While Westfield
High School nurse and Health Ser-
vices Coordinator Margaret
Teitelbaum has acknowledged that
“there is a rumor going around that
a student has been diagnosed” with
MRSA, (methicillin/oxacillin resis-
tant staphlococcus aureus) – an an-
tibiotic-resistant organism that
killed a student in Brooklyn last
month – she told The Westfield
Leader on Monday that the claim is
false.

“No student that I know of, at this
time, has it,” Ms. Teitelbaum said.
“There have been no documented
cases at this time.”

She said that a parent or physician
must alert health services if a “posi-
tive culture” is found.

“Unless a child asks for our advice
with an infection, we wouldn’t know
[of the existence of MRSA],” she
said.

She added, “This is a [bacterium]
that’s always been out there. Physi-
cians are being proactive. When ad-
dressing any soft tissue or open
wound, they will treat for the bacte-
ria.”

Despite the “rumor,” Ms.
Teitelbaum said the school has been
“proactive” in informing students and
parents about the infection.

The school has taken measures to
disinfect its facilities and school
equipment, according to Ms.
Teitelbaum. Nurses have received

training on identifying signs and
symptoms of the staph infection.

Westfield Health Officer Robert
Sherr told The Leader that it is “pos-
sible” that a student has been diag-
nosed with MRSA “because it is not
a reportable disease.”

He continued, “Schools are re-
quested to report if more than two
cases occur. If there is one isolated
case, it is not going to be reported.”

He said the disease spreads
through direct person-to-person
contact and is “prevalent” in ath-
letic teams.

“It’s not usually passed in a normal
class setting,” he said.

He termed MRSA “serious but not
quite what’s being played up in the
media.” He said that the existence of
MRSA is more critical in a hospital or
healthcare setting.

“It’s more virulent because [pa-
tients’] immune systems are already
compromised,” he said.

In order to prevent MRSA, Mr.
Sherr said, “The biggest key is
hygiene…and adequate cleaning.”

Kean, Bramnick, Munoz
Win LD-21 Re-Election Bids

By FRED ROSSI
and CHRISTINA HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Repub-
lican State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of
Westfield and Republican Assembly-
men Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Eric Munoz of Summit won their re-
election bids for their District-21 seats
on Tuesday night.

Incomplete results showed Mr.
Kean receiving 28,077 votes, win-
ning a second term and defeating
Democrat Gina Genovese, a former
Long Hill township mayor, who re-
ceived 18,759 votes.

Mr. Bramnick won his third term
with 25,714 votes, while Mr. Munoz
won a fourth term with 25,831 votes.
They defeated Democrats Bruce Bergen
of Springfield, who received 16,751
votes, and Norman Albert of Cranford,
who garnered 16,491 tallies.

Green Party candidates George
DeCarlo and Ryan Reyes received
1,172 and 1,126 votes, respectively.

The victorious Republicans spoke
to supporters, including Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7th) and former Rep.
Bob Franks, at Mt. Carmel Hall in
Berkeley Heights about two hours
after the polls closed. Mr. Kean and
Mr. Bramnick hailed the Republican
victories in local municipal elections,
including Westfield and Fanwood,
while Mr. Munoz promised to “fight
hard” for “responsible fiscal policies
and ethics” in Trenton.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader,

Mr. Bramnick said partisanship in
Trenton “has to end. The state is in
serious crisis.”

He called on Governor Jon Corzine
to “sit down with the best and the
brightest of both parties” to solve the
issues facing state government.

“Get rid of the politics,” he said.
“Get rid of the partisanship.”

Mr. Kean told The Leader the Leg-
islature should focus on three priori-
ties when it reconvenes in January.
First, he said, is “a new school-fund-
ing formula” so that “towns like
Westfield and Mountainside receive
the school aid they deserve.”

Second, he said, is economic de-
velopment. “We need to create new
jobs and opportunities in this state.”

Third, Mr. Kean said it is time for
“true and comprehensive ethics re-
form.” He also said he wanted to
block any proposed sale or lease of
the New Jersey Turnpike or Garden
State Parkway.

Ms. Genovese said at her election-
night party at the Primavera Restau-
rant in Stirling that it was “not a good
night for Democrats, not a good night
for stem-cell research.”

“I don’t regret [the campaign],” she
said.

“Everyone is so solemn. This is not
a funeral,” she told supporters who
clapped and chanted her name.

“The last five months of my life
have been the best five months of my
life. I would never change a thing. I

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GOP Sweeps Westfield Elections
To Maintain 6-2 Council Majority

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Republican
slate swept all four council races in
Westfield, amassing an aggregate of
4,348 votes to the Democrats’ 2,916.

By 9 p.m. on Tuesday, with all
precincts unofficially reporting tal-
lies, the throng at the James Ward
Mansion cheered as Republicans
Frank Arena, Jo Ann Neylan, Mark
Ciarrocca and James Foerst were de-
clared victors.

The sweep guarantees a 6-2 Repub-
lican-controlled council through 2009.

Also winning re-election Tuesday
night, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21), chairman of the Westfield

Republicans, told the crowd at the
Ward Mansion that the GOP ticket
was “built on hard work.”

Republican representative Keith
Loughlin said, “The voters have
spoken…[The Republican candi-
dates] have worked their tails off.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, up for elec-
tion in 2009, touted the “great job” of
the incumbents, which “makes my
job as mayor very, very easy.” He also
said he looked forward to the “poten-
tial that Frank Arena will be bringing
to the first ward.”

The mayor introduced the winning
incumbents, beginning with Mr. Foerst.

Representing the fourth ward, he
received 1,131 votes to Lenore

Scurry’s 741.
Statistically, according to October

19 voter-registration numbers, Demo-
crats outnumber Republicans by more
than 100 votes in the area, making it the
strongest Democratic region in town.

Mr. Foerst, speaking to The
Westfield Leader after the election
party, called the victory “humbling.”

He said, “Looking at
demographics…the fact that the people
of the fourth ward would trust me as a
Republican shows that they put party
affiliation aside and rewarded me for
the four years of good work, ideas and
things I plan to do. Sixty percent voted
for me – that’s an awesome statistic.”

Ms. Scurry, speaking at the Demo-
cratic gathering, said, “I’ve lived in
the fourth ward for the last 60 years,
in the same house…I will definitely,
definitely run again.”

Mr. Ciarrrocca, representing the
third ward, received the most votes,
1,148, and defeated Matt Sontz by
close to 500 tallies.

Mayor Skibitsky described Mr.
Ciarrocca as “a phenomenal
candidate…who has done so much
for the town.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said, “The numbers
show that the people in the Town of
Westfield really understood the posi-
tive message that we gave of our
vision and accomplishments over the
last four years. The numbers are very
heartening.”

Mr. Sontz told the Democratic con-
tingent, “Everyone came out, and I
appreciate it. There’ll be another day.”

Jo Ann Neylan, who specifically

Sytko, Napolitano Win in GW;
Borough Ousts Lombardo

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Republican An-
thony Sytko and Democrat Stephen
Napolitano captured seats on the bor-
ough council over Republican Den-
nis Clark and incumbent council presi-
dent Charles Lombardo, Tuesday
night.

Mr. Sytko, who nearly won a coun-
cil seat three years ago, received 544
votes, while newcomer Mr.
Napolitano garnered 475 tallies, beat-
ing out Mr. Clark by eight and assur-
ing a 5-1 Democratic-controlled coun-
cil. Mr. Lombardo received the least
votes at 421.

“Words can’t describe how excited
I am, and to have won…in all four
districts, I couldn’t have dreamed it,”
said Mr. Sytko at a GOP celebration at
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Hall.

He said he predicted he was going
to win since the summer. “I knew I

wasn’t going to lose. I had it in my
PDA since July – ‘Win elections on
Tuesday’ – and I did,” he said.

Republican Councilman Victor
DeFillipo, who did not seek a second
term, said he was “very pleased that
Anthony won. Both [he] and Dennis
worked hard, and at least we have a
Republican on council to maintain
some sort of balance.”

Mr. DeFillipo said he might look at
running for the borough’s board of
education.

Mr. Napolitano stopped by the
VFW and said he was “relieved” that
the elections are over but was sad that
Mr. Lombardo didn’t get re-elected.

Mr. Napolitano said he wants to
“make sure the town’s development
goes the way the residents want it
while also being fiscally responsible.”
He said he was looking forward to
working with Mr. Sytko on the gov-
erning body.

Democrats Sweep Over GOP,
Independents in County Races
By MARIA WOEHR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County Democrats celebrated as
votes for candidates rolled in for

freeholder and sheriff positions on
Tuesday night. Incumbent freehold-
ers Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford,
32,502, and Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth, 32,121, along with Plainfield
Councilman Rayland Van Blake,
30,604, emerged victorious. Ralph
Froehlich, 36,278, returned to the
sheriff post he has held for 30 years.

Democrats have held a 9-0 free-
holder majority since 1998 and have
not lost a county race in 13 years.

“This is a victory. Fifty-seven per-
cent to 35 percent of our voters chose
Democrats to back them,” said Char-
lotte DeFilippo, Democratic county
chairman. Ms. DeFilippo also said
this was the lowest voter turnout she
has seen this decade.

Sheriff Froehlich won by more than
12,000 votes, returning for his 11th
term.

“This will be my 50th year in poli-
tics. My job is first and then politics is
second, and I think that’s what people
like about me. I do my job,” Mr.
Froehlich said.

Ms. Kowalski, freeholder chair-
woman, said she was happy to be
serving her second term and be active
in the Democratic Party for the last 10
years.

“It’s gratifying to know that they
are supporting us and our politics,”
she said.

Mr. Sullivan, an Elizabeth resident,
said he was excited to be re-elected
for a fifth term.

“Hey, I’m still here,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “It was a lot of hard work and
now that the campaign is over, we are
ready to start on the harder work,” he
said. “We are really going to focus on
property taxes and education.”

Mr. Sullivan said the low voter turn-
out “surprised” him.

“Only 25 to 30 percent of people
turned out. People are less interested
in local politics I guess,” he said.

Mr. Van Blake was elected to his
first freeholder term. “I am really
excited. Wow. I am so humbled, too.
The county has already established a
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Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader
THE SHERIFF SPEAKS...Democrat Ralph Froehlich, elected to a new Union
County sheriff term after 30 years at the post, addresses the Democratic victory
party at L’Affaire in Mountainside.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
READ IT AND SWEEP…Third-ward councilman Mark Ciarrocca and first-ward councilman-elect Frank Arena embrace
after a Westfield Republican sweep on Tuesday night.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MAKING THE FAMILY PROUD...State Senator Tom Kean Jr., victorious in his
re-election bid for the District-21 seat, pauses for a moment with his wife, Rhonda,
and their two daughters at the Republican victory party in Berkeley Heights on
Tuesday night.

courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society
FAHRENHEIT 451...Members of the Westfield Historical Society pick up a van-
load of books that Westfield Memorial Library staff had left outside of the library
to be thrown out with recycling earlier in the week. One source said that the
rescued items included a carton of unique Westfield High School yearbooks
dating back to the 1920s that the Historical Society has classified as “rare” and
“collectable.” The library is currently closed for renovations.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
CHANGING OF THE GUARD...Republican Garwood Councilman Victor
DeFillippo, left, who chose not to seek re-election, congratulates fellow Republi-
can Anthony Sytko, the top vote-getter in the borough-council race, on Tuesday
night at the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Hall.

Elections 2007:
check goleader.com

for full election
updates, including
poll numbers and
results by district.


