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SUCH A RUSH…From left, Dalida Nigro, Maura Bonner, Lynne Nolte, Susie Cull
and Pat Pastore get ready for the Before the Rush Boutique. See release at lower left.

The Tempest to Feature
Symphony World Premiere

UNION – Kean University’s resi-
dent composer Matthew Halper will
have his latest composition, The Tem-
pest, premiered by the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) and music
director David Wroe on Saturday,
November 17, at 8 p.m.

The concert, which is part of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 25th-
anniversary celebration, will be held at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Kean University Concert Artists Ri-
chard Hobson (baritone) and James
Musto (timpani) will be the featured
soloists. In addition to this world pre-
miere, the program will offer
Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in D,
with Kean University Concert Artist
Sharon Roffman as soloist.

The Tempest is a three-movement
orchestral work that draws its inspi-
ration from what is thought to be
William Shakespeare’s final play.

The first movement, Prospero, is a
psychological portrait of the ostra-
cized Duke of Milan. The second
movement is literally the storm of
Prospero’s making and includes a tim-
pani tour de force. The final move-
ment is a musical setting of a well-
known speech by Caliban-Prospero’s
much-abused servant.

Tickets may be purchased in ad-
vance at the WSO office by calling
(908) 232-9400 and will be available
the evening of the concert at the church.
For directions to the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, go to
westfieldpc.org or call (908) 233-3424.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

STUDIO 5 MODELS
Unique Modeling Academy Opens in Westfield Area

“Every young woman can be a model”, says Maggie Mulhern owner of the new Studio
5 Modeling Academy.  Studio 5 Models began last spring in Bergen County with front
page press about its students and fashion show.  The 8 week program for middle school
and high school aged young women beginning in April, offers a photo session with a
top New York City photographer, runway training, hair and make up direction from
cover artists, fashion styling direction from a top magazine fashion stylist, meeting
with past and current models representing all aspects of the modeling world, and a
meeting in New York City with an agency or actual job.  The session culminates in a
gala fashion show featuring Studio 5 Models graduates.  Wearing fashionable and
seasonable designs, the show mimics a New York Fashion Week presentation.

Maggie, a top model in New York City in the 80’s, appeared on magazine covers, runway
shows, catalogues and advertisements.  Most recently, she appeared on billboards
throughout New York and New Jersey for a retail ad campaign.  Maggie is currently the
Beauty Director of Modern Salon Magazine and author of Great Looks.  She has
discovered and honed the skills of hundreds of models over the past 25 years.

“This program is for young ladies who either are interested in becoming a model or
participating in the modeling world,” says Maggie.  “At the end of the session, we
‘connect’ the student to the segment of the industry for which she is best suited and
which we feel her attributes are appropriate by bringing her directly to the specific
agency.” She continues, “several of our Studio 5 Models graduates have already been
offered modeling jobs as a result of their experiences.  Because there are now so many
diverse segments in the modeling world such as large size, petite, shoe, fit and even
parts, there is an opportunity for any young woman in this industry.  All she needs is
direction, knowledge, confidence and a connection!”

Studio 5 Models has expanded its programming to include special events and party co-
ordination  “We’ve found that women of all ages want to participate,” continues Maggie.
“We now offer Fashion Special Events, Surprise Makeovers and what we call ‘Glam
Fashionista’ parties.  We have ‘B-F-F’ Birthday Parties, Bat Mitzvahs, Sweet Sixteen,
‘Diva Moms’ and even Bachelorette events.  We are also offering Fashion Show
Fundraising and Corporate Image Fashion Shows.  We actually offer gift certificates to
my personal favorites: our Mother/Daughter Glamour Bonding event and the “Prom
Prep event.”  Maggie goes on to point out that either one could make a great gift. “What
could be better than giving your favorite gal a unique gift of beauty and fashion?  It’s
unique, wonderful and fun.”

For information call Tobi Becker 908-233-5785 or email: tobi@studio5models.com
www.studio5models.com

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

“Every young woman can be a model.”

Model Academy, Agency Connections,
Fashion Events & “Glam” Parties

SPRING ACADEMY CLASSES

NOW FORMING!
(large size and petite welcome too!)

For more information contact: Tobi Becker

tobi@studio5models.com

908-233-5785 www.studio5models.com

Courtesy of Mike Peters
BLOODY GOOD...From left to right, Vixens – portrayed by Lauren Bauer and
Erika Smith – enjoy an erotic encounter with Harker, played by Nathan Blew, in
Premiere Stages’ Dracula.

Premiere Stages Lights the Way
For the Prince of Darkness
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ROCK AND ROLL FAMILY COMEDY NIGHT…Holy Trinity Interparochial
School hosted comedian Gary DeLena at its Mountainside campus auditorium on
September 21. The proceeds benefited the Holy Trinity Drama Club.

With Marylou MoranoBook NookBook NookBook NookBook NookBook Nook
These Pre-Holiday Picks

Make Great Gift Suggestions
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – We’ve just cel-
ebrated Halloween, and already the
stores have started displaying Christ-
mas decorations.

This can only mean one thing –
soon it will be time to select holiday
gifts for the children you love.

One gift that
you can’t put a
dollar value on is
the gift of read-
ing. Books make
perfect gifts for
children of all
ages.

The weeks pre-
ceding the holi-
days mark an im-
portant time for
children’s book
publishers as they
release new offer-
ings in anticipa-
tion of the gift-
giving season.

Here’s a sam-
pling of some re-
cently published
children’s books. There’s something
for every child on your list.

Dawn Publishers remains true to
its mission of sharing nature with
children in its “If You Give a T-Rex
a Bone” by Tim Meyers. The book
magically introduces the reader to
all types of dinosaurs in a quirky sort
of way. No boring nonfiction here!

Another new release by Dawn
Publishers is John Denver’s
“Grandma’s Feather Bed,” adapted
and illustrated by Christopher Can-
yon. It’s the fourth in the
publisher’s “John Denver and Kids
Series.”

The series is a fitting tribute to
Denver, a humanitarian and envi-
ronmentalist who advocated passion-

ately for his causes.
Do you know a child who doesn’t

like to eat vegetables? BookSurge
Publishing has a book for you! It
recently released “Benny’s
Burgeritis” by mother and daughter
writers, Diane Morgan and Lauren
Hill. The book is humorous, but it
drives home the point that not eating

a well-balanced
diet can lead to a
few undesirable
effects.

Who says mon-
sters have to be
scary? James Otis
Thach’s “A
Child’s Guide to
Common House-
hold Monsters”
(Front Street
Books) is the per-
fect story to read
a child who’s sure
there’s a monster
under the bed…or
in the closet…or
in the basement.

The monsters
in this house are

more afraid of each other than a little
girl is of them. Singsong rhyme helps
lighten the subject matter even fur-
ther.

Young readers who favor reading
about serious subjects should take a
look at “Run Far, Run Fast,” by
Timothy Decker. The setting is Eu-
rope in the 14th Century, and the
storyline revolves around the plague.
The plot is heartbreaking, and the
black-and-white pen-and-ink draw-
ings add much to the story.

These books, as well as a host of
others, will make wonderful holiday
gifts. A child will remember a good
book for years to come, so a gift of
reading is one that might very well
last a lifetime.

Kanter Receives Art
Educator of NJ Award

WESTFIELD – Westfield Public
Schools elementary-art teacher
Marcia Kanter has received the 2007
Arts Educators of New Jersey award
for the elementary division.

The Divisional Awards honor those
members who are actively involved
in teaching visual art and whose teach-
ing methodology and results are ex-
ceptional. An art teacher in Westfield
for almost 40 years, she has taught at
Tamaques School since 1972.

In 1988, she received the
Governor’s Recognition Award for
Excellence in Teaching.

Ms. Kanter received her Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree from Boston Uni-
versity College of Fine Arts and her
master’s degree in Fine Arts Educa-
tion from Kean University.

She has since earned 36 credits
beyond her master’s. In addition, she
has studied under noted watercolor-
ists Marge Chavooshian, Carl Burger,
Tony Van Hasselt and Mary Green

LaForge.
A watercolorist, she participated in

her Group Thesis exhibit “VIII” in
April 2005. Two of her pieces,

“Child’s Play” and “Gong Show,”
were on loan to Dawood Farahi, presi-
dent of Kean University.

She has also exhibited in several
Garden State Watercolor Society As-
sociate Shows and The Art Educators
of NJ’s Member Show.

Her piece, “Storm King” was ex-
hibited at the Rahway Arts Guild Show
during November 2005 and at the Pearl
Street Gallery at the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs. Her work has also been on ex-
hibit at restaurants in New Jersey.

She has served as an associate mem-
ber of the Garden State Watercolor
Society and the New Jersey Water
Color Society. As a member of The
Art Educators of New Jersey, she has
given numerous workshops at their
annual conferences.

Linda King, supervisor of Fine Arts
in the Westfield Public Schools, de-
scribed Ms. Kanter as a “truly ex-
traordinary educator.”

She added that Ms. Kanter “is
highly respected by her students,
colleagues and administration. She
challenges herself with respect to
her own skills and brings all she
learns to her students in Tamaques
School. I am proud to have her as
part of my staff.”

Marcia Kanter

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cover your vulnerable necks, la-
dies, for a vampire is on the loose.

Halloween’s bad boy, Dracula,
Bram Stoker’s 1897 creation, has
sprung to life in Premiere Stages’
Wilkins Theater at Kean University.

This version is Steven Dietz’s no-
nonsense, goose-flesh-raising adap-
tation that sticks closely to author
Stoker’s intent.

Lights dim ever so slowly, howling
winds and vocal chants reach a fe-
vered pitch, while gorgeous/horrible
vampire vixens prowl down the aisles
of the theater.

Renfield (Gary Littman), an in-
mate in a London insane asylum,
introduces the story.

“We are, all of us, invented,” the
lunatic informs the audience. And
like the narrator in the “Rime of the
Ancient Mariner,” he and his fantas-
tic story hold us spell bound.

Equally mesmerizing is the magnifi-
cent two-tiered set (by scenic designer
Joseph M. Gourley), ablaze with crim-
son and ruby tones. A luminous moon
and black velvety shadows present three
distinct locations on the permanent set:
Victorian England, an asylum and the
Count’s castle in Transylvania.

The set itself – with winding stair-
case, arched doorways and skull-en-
crusted décor – looms large like an
untamed monster.

The story unfolds as young lawyer
Jonathan Harker (Nathan Blew) trav-
els to a gloomy forest to transact
business for Count Dracula (Lorenzo
Lamas) who is interested in purchas-
ing land in London.

When Harker is there, he sees and
hears things that his rational mind can’t
grasp. He writes letters to his fiancée
Mina (Jordan Simmons) back in Lon-
don and keeps a journal of his suspi-
cions. Mina shares John’s letters with
her best friend, Lucy (Amy Rutberg).

In a nearby asylum, a deranged
Renfield eats spiders and flies for
their blood, while Dr. Seward (Mat-
thew DeCapua) tries to uncover the
cause of his madness.

Nightly, the lovely Lucy is sleep-
walking, growing paler and weaker.
Alarmed, Mina asks Dr. Seward for
help. He calls in expert Dr. Van Helsing.
“The cry of the wolf and the sound of
the sea” are all Lucy can tell the doctor
of her nightmares. We know better.

Van Helsing examines both Lucy
and madman Renfield. When he says
of the inmate, “This is no game here
– only life and death,” he’s not fool-
ing.

And when Lorenzo Lamas appears
as Dracula and declares of
Transylvania, “I’m starved here for
life,” he’s not fooling either. Off he
goes to London in search of new blood.

Mr. Lamas undergoes the requisite
reverse aging of the Count as he drinks
life-giving blood of beautiful women
in London. With caressing strokes of
the Count’s exaggerated fingernail,
blood drips and the magic of Dracula’s
spell is cast.

In this role, Mr. Lamas is literally and
figuratively a real lady-killer. The former
TV soap opera heartthrob’s seductive
whispers send chills up the spine.

The ladies who are seduced couldn’t
be more suited for their roles. Amy
Rutberg’s fair-haired Lucy is saucy in
spirit yet turns perfectly delicate and
frail with each vampire attack. She’s a
frightful delight in her final scene.

Likewise, brunette Jordan Simmons
as Mina brings breadth to the role as
Lucy’s friend and confidante. She de-
picts compassion and depth in a woman
who wants to save her husband, her
friend and, in the end, herself.

Gary Littman as Renfield takes the
prize for controlled lunacy. Mr. Littman
enjoys the pure physicality of the role.
His crazed gaze sucks the audience
into his world of fear and obedience to
the omniscient Prince of Darkness.

Stellar stage presence of Alan
Coates’ Van Helsing is equal to his
battle with the master vampire.

Matthew DeCapua, in the role of
Dr. Seward, adds pathos to a man who
is frantic to save his love Lucy.

Through Nathan Blew’s portrayal
of Harker, the audience can feel pal-
pable dread of Dracula.

Director John Wooten has mounted
a first-rate production with a cast of
amazing actors who do the work jus-
tice. Flawless pacing allows the scenes
to seamlessly jettison from one spot
on stage to another with a mere light-
ing cue.

Lighting designer Brant Thomas
Murray has ingeniously created in-
sidious blood-red eyes that sizzle
throughout the set in expected and
unanticipated spots.

Costumes by designer Devon Painter
perfectly recreate the Victorian era,
with Lucy’s ruffled robe right down to
Van Helsing’s three-piece garb.

Halloween may be over, but
Dracula continues this weekend. He’s
waiting for you.

Holy Trinity Sponsors
Second Rush Boutique
WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Holy

Trinity Interparochial School will
sponsor its second-annual Before the
Rush Boutique, a shopping extrava-
ganza on Saturday, November 3.

Gifts for everyone on a holiday shop-
ping list will be available for purchase
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. The bou-
tique will feature casual and chic cos-
tume jewelry, accessories, handcrafted
party favors, home goods, holiday
crafts, gourmet goods and more.

Local artisans will present hand-
made rosary beads, pottery, woven
goods and fine-art photography. Re-
freshments will be available.

The event will take place in the
Holy Trinity  gymnasium, located on
First Street, just off the traffic circle
on South Avenue.


