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RAIDER HARLEY FINISHES SIXTH, VEECK GETS 12TH

Johnson Girls Sting Raiders
For Union County X-C Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Author L. Johnson’s No. 6 runner
Megan Brattole finished ahead of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls’ No. 6 runner after a 104-104, tie
to give the Crusaders their first Union
County girls cross-country champi-
onship at Warinanco Park in Roselle
on October 25. Westfield finished fifth
with a total of 124.

“I originally thought we had lost by
a point, which was disappointing.
Then I found out the score was 104-
104 and that we lost on a tiebreaker. I
really didn’t know what to feel. It was
frustrating and disappointing to be
that close, but I never thought coming
in that we would ever be near that
situation with all the bad luck we
have had this season. Union County
is a lot more competitive than it used
to be,” said Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel.

“It was one of the most competitive
county championships since the early
1980s when Jonathan Dayton, New
Providence and Plainfield High
Schools were very dominant. The fact
that you have eight teams in the 21-
minute range average and that 20
points separates the difference be-

tween first and fifth place is indica-
tive of that. And the fact that ALJ beat
Scotch Plains by a tiebreaker, 104-
014, with the sixth man breaking the
tie, it was a good competitive race,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish.

Oak Knoll’s Kathleen McCarthy,
the state’s sixth-ranked runner, ran
her own race and crossed the 3.19-
mile course well ahead of the rest
with a time of 18:29.38. Olivia Clyde
of New Providence passed up
Summit’s Kearsley Olcott in the final
mile to finish second with a time of
19:29.77. Olcott took third at
19:41.76.

Other key performances in the Cru-
saders’ victory came when Cathy
Gonclaves, with a time of 20:04.14,
finished fifth ahead of Raider Cathy
Harley, who crossed in a personal-
record 20:12.76, and No. 2 runner
Stephanie Vagie crossed eighth at
20:17.54 ahead of Raider Brittney
Veeck, who finished 12th with a time
of 20:37.51. Raider Cassy Valdes fin-
ished 14th with a time of 20:52.02
and the Crusaders’ No. 3 runner
Darianna Fraser came in 18th at
21:05.88. Raiders Emily Carow at
21:25.71 and Kate Johnson at

22:53.09 finished 25 and 48, respec-
tively.

“Cathy Harley ran out of her mind.
One thing I always tell seniors is that
this is their last race on the dual meet
course and they have to do everything
in their power to make it memorable.
She responded with a 34-second PR,”
said coach Koegel. “Even with
Brittney struggling – she has been
very sick the past few weeks with
bronchitis and severe allergic reac-
tions – we were ahead after everyone
had their fourth runners in. Kate ran a
PR by over a minute, so I can’t really
ask for anything more than what she
gave me, and she has been running on
some pretty bad shin and calf issues.”

The Blue Devils’ first runner Aileen
Grogan, who finished second at the
Watchung Conference meet on Octo-
ber 17, crossed 20th with a time of
21:08.77. But six of the seven Blue
Devils finished in a very tight pack
with Bridget Grogan crossing 23rd at
21:16.51, Rose Driscoll (26th) at
21:41.25, Sharon Faktor (27th) at
21:42.75, Marissa Mumford (28th) at
21:47.75 and Rebecca Castaldo (29th)
at 21:48.26. Blue Devil Liz McCarthy
finished 41st with a time of 22:37.

HERNANDEZ SCORES, REDDINGTON, 7TH SHUTOUT

Raider Soccer Boys Win, 1-0,
Thriller over Blue Devil Boys

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Few people would have realized
that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team were toting
a 5-8 record after losing to Westfield
on October 10 by the way they battled
back to oust rival and top-seeded
Westfield, 1-0, in a Union County
Tournament semifinal match before a
capacity crowd at Johnson High
School in Clark on October 27. After
a 0-0 score at halftime, the defending
champions realized victory when Tay-
lor Molinaro played the ball to sopho-

more Johann Hernandez, who beat
two defenders and slipped in the win-
ning goal.

Senior Raider goalie Brandon
Reddington made several fine deci-
sions, especially late in the second
half that may have prevented the ty-
ing goal. He saved the day by turning
away three spectacular shots to record
his seventh shut out of the season.
Blue Devil keeper Greg O’Brien made
two tremendous saves.

The Blue Devils held the upper
edge in ball control, and out-shot the

Raiders, 9-6 (6-4 in the first half)
Mike Irving launched three shots on
goal, while Matt Saunders, Mike
Lessner and Dan Strauss had two
shots apiece for Westfield. Corner
kicks favored the Blue Devils, 7-2.

“Coming in to this game we felt
very confident after winning the last
two games when we were not one
hundred percent personnel wise. Ev-
eryone was available to play tonight
so our confidence was very good. You
know, it’s always a battle against a
good team like Westfield,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky. “The

turning point in the game was that
Jarek Cohen was boxed in the middle
with three guys on him, so we put
Molinaro in there to give him a
breather. With his ability, his size and
strength, it freed up Cohen and it put
some of the pressure off Molinaro
and it allowed us to pass the ball up
the middle a little more freely.”

In the first half, the 11-4-3 Blue
Devils controlled the game by beat-
ing the Blue Raiders to the ball, leap-
ing higher for headers and setting up
their plays, while the Raiders favored

to play more with emotions.
“First half, we played very well. We

had a number of very good opportuni-
ties; we just could not put the ball in
frame and did not score. We had one
defensive breakdown and they were
unable to convert,” said Westfield Head
Coach George Kapner. “We had one
defensive breakdown in the second
half and they were able to convert. I
thought Greg almost made an amaz-
ing save, but he didn’t, so you have to
give them credit for taking advantage
of the opportunity that was presented
to them and we didn’t take care of the

opportunities that were pre-
sented to us.”

In a wild, physical and fu-
rious second half, the 10-8-2
Raiders played their game.
They distributed the ball bet-
ter on the ground, played
head-on and aggressive,
which brought on the break
they were looking for when
center-midfielder Hernandez
buried the ball in the net eight
minutes into the half.

‘’Their keeper on a goal
kick found Taylor, who
headed the ball to me. I took
a touch, dribbled through two
of their sweepers and found
myself one-on-one with the
keeper. From there, I just
slipped the ball in the back of
the net from 12-yards out,”
said Hernandez.

“Much of the Westfield’s
offense came by way of direct
kicks and the long throw ins,
so basically I came out to
either catch or punch the ball
away anytime they came into
the area,” said Reddington.
“Our defense played tremen-
dous. Every time they brought
the ball down on the ground,
I made sure the defense was
set and ready to ward off ev-
ery shot they fired off.”

“As far as the physical nature of the
game, I was very proud of my guys
that they stayed focused and on the
actual purpose of the game which is
to score more goals than the other
team and keep them from scoring
goals and that was our focus through-
out, I was very, very proud of my
boys,” concluded Kapner.

The Raiders face third-seeded
Elizabeth (11-3-1) in the champion-
ship game in Clark on November 3.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 1
Westfield 0 0 0

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS RARE FIND $799,000
Hidden on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 10 room Center Hall Colonial is a rare find.  From it’s
gorgeous 11/12 custom designed wood and marble fireplace in the great room to its expansive
park-like decking with a 13 ½’ custom designed gazebo with cedar interior.  You’ll be captured
by it’s charm and detail.  (052001296)

MOUNTAINSIDE SPACIOUS COLONIAL $549,999

WESTFIELD WONDERFUL SPLIT LEVEL $629,000WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $739,000SCOTCH PLAINS SPECTACULAR RENOVATED CUSTOM COLONIAL $1,199,900

Welcome to this 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Colonial.  Renovated from the ground up in
2003, the open floor plan is perfect for family life.  1st floor offers a living rm w/fireplace,
formal dining room, family room & eat-in kitchen.  The sliders in the kitchen lead to a tiered
deck afforded privacy by a completely fenced yard.  The three 2nd fl. bedrooms include a
master w/private bath.  The finished basement recreation rm, cedar walk-in closet & laundry
room complete this terrific home.  (052111090)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family
room with fireplace, designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout,
master bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank
™ exterior with masonry accents.  Call Ralph for more information: 908-591-6283
(052000589)

A complete renovation in 2007 has made this home a modern beauty.  Set on a cul-de-sac on
a .43 acre lot, this wonderful homes room flow effortlessly through the open floor plan,
perfect for everyday or formal entertaining.  A column of windows in the living room allows
light to flood the interior.  A breakfast sunroom off the gourmet kitchen lends charm &
expands the 1st floor living space while the family room fireplace adds warmth.  Four spacious
bedrooms, including the master with spa quality bath, & tow additional baths finish the
second fl.  A finished basement & 2 car garage complete this fabulous home.  (052111475)

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host
this 6,000 SF gem.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to
deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite
with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.
5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury.
Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be
appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.  An
oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops, pantry
and a butler’s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room.  A finished basement will complete this classic
with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more.  Work with the
builder now to make this house your home!  Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283  (052001359)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 4 bedroom, 2 bath Split is the perfect family home boasting
hardwood floors throughout, central air, updated kitchen with maple cabinetry and stainless
steel appliances opening up to the dining room with sliders leading to a large deck & spacious
yard.  The family room is steps down from the kitchen & laundry room, & a bonus room or
garage.  Three nice size bedrooms with a full updated bath on the 2nd floor & steps up to a
large master bedroom suite with large full bath & linen closet, cathedral ceiling & a sitting
area.  (052111346)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING IN A TIGHT PACK…Blue Devil Aileen Grogan, center, Raider Cathy Harley, Raider uniform, and Blue Devil
Rose Driscoll, right, keep in a tight pack at the six-tenth of a mile point at Warinanco Park.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECURING THE PERIMETER…Raider senior goalkeeper Brandon Reddington keeps a
watchful eye on the action while teammates Tommy Sutter, No. 4, and Brian Hessemer
(middle) make sure the ball clears the zone.


