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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD $1,550,000 WESTFIELD $1,899,000 WESTFIELD $789,000
Fabulous center hall Dutch Colonial with veranda style front porch
features 11 rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Living Room with wood-
burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Butler’s Pantry, Mud Room,
updated Kitchen and baths, new CAC and updated electric.  Lots of
built-ins, high ceilings and architectural detail.

4200 square foot, elegant center hall Colonial to be built.  Extra
value for this top location.  Award winning builder does the finest
detail work.  Make changes and choices now.  This 10 room home
features a 1st floor au pair suite and 5 upstairs Bedrooms along with
a finished basement.

SOLD for 98.8% of its asking price in under 45 days.  Let us design
a personalized marketing plan for your home.  Contact any of our
extraordinaire agents.

WESTFIELD $649,000
Spacious and bright, brick front Colonial set on a 206’ deep lot.
Includes 7 large, sunny rooms with 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hard-
wood floors, CAC, wood-burning fireplace, updated Eat-In Kitchen,
1st floor laundry, Family Room with Pella windows and French door
to huge, private backyard.

WESTFIELD $675,000
Wonderful 1918 Colonial with front porch, charm and architectural de-

tail.  This 11 room home features 11 rooms and offers 5 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, large addition that includes a Master Bedroom or Family Room
with fireplace and French doors to the deck and huge, grade level Family

Room/Studio with French doors to pergola and patio overlooking deep
lot backing to “Green Acres” woods.  Close to town and train.

WESTFIELD $795,000
Mint condition center hall Colonial is very bright and spacious with
8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms and 2.1 baths.  There is a great Kitchen with
newer stainless appliances and large pantry, ample closet space, beau-
tiful oak floors throughout, 6 panel doors and crown molding.  Ex-
cellent condition inside and out!

People In the Present
Living In the Past

Sunday October 21 was a beautiful
fall day ... sunny, in the low 70s, no
clouds in the sky ... a perfect day for
a drive back in time, along the back
roads of Hunterdon County.

With the radio tuned to Sirius Dis-
order 70 and the windows down, it
was like it was the ’70s again, with
the music sounding much like it did
with the old 102.7 FM deejays, play-
ing with no corporate playlists. The
show was the “Dharma Café,” with
The Kennedys, Pete and Maura, as
the deejays.

While playing their usual eclectic
mix of songs, including some new
interpretations of some old Beatles
and Bob Dylan songs, Pete noted
that, “It’s OK to look back at the past,
as long as you don’t stare.”

That was an interesting thing to be
telling somebody driving down the
two-lane back roads of Route 579
and 523, on the way to Lenape Park in
Raritan Township, where four teams
were going to be involved in what
was called A Festival of 19th Century
Base Ball. (Base ball was always two
words back in that day.)

The contrast of the great old music
and the nice drive on the mostly car-
free two-lane highways with what
happened when I turned into Lenape
Park was frightening. There were lit-
erally hundreds of SUVs, with soccer
games, baseball and softball prac-
tices everywhere. Screaming coaches,
screaming moms, kids scurrying
around. Everybody with cell phones
in their ears. It was total chaos.

And then in the midst of it all, four
teams materialized, almost out of thin
air. Honest, it was almost like Shoeless
Joe Jackson coming through the corn-
fields in “Field of Dreams.” Dressed
in uniforms from the 1870s, the
Flemington Neshanock, the Navesink
Sidewheelers, the New York Gothams
and the Brooklyn Atlantics made their
way to the two fields for some stretch-
ing and warming up.

To say they must have looked like
something from outer space to most
of the people in Lenape Park would
be an understatement. The baggy old
uniforms — the Sidewheelers had
white shirts and black pants with sus-
penders, while the Neshanocks wore
1870s-era Flemington fireman’s bibs
over their uniforms — don’t begin to
tell it. The umpire walks with a cane
and is dressed in a black suit, which is
because most of the umpires “back in
the day” were usually the town’s most-
trustworthy people, either a mayor,
doctor or priest, and that’s how they
dressed.

There were two different games,
one played by 1864 rules the other by

1873 rules. There are little tweaks,
like a foul ball caught on the first
bounce is an out, and the batter gets to
call where he’d like the pitch (“high
strike” or “low strike”). But it’s still
three outs (called “hands”), whoever
gets the most “aces” (runs) wins, no-
body wears gloves, and there are no
aluminum bats! In fact, one of
Flemington’s wooden bats was said
to be more than 130 years old.

Pitching for the Neshanock in the
opener this day was Bob Ritter, a
former Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School basketballer and baseballer.
Since all the members of every team
are known only by their nicknames
— Flemington has guys called
Southwark, Midnight, Gassy, Chops,
Milkman, Hound Dog, Cappy, Brook-
lyn, among others — Ritter is known
only as “Melky.” Even the umpires
have nicknames; this day it is Sam (It
Ain’t Nothing Til I Say) Bernstein.

“I went to Scotch Plains during the
Kehler years,” Ritter said between
innings. “We had Bob Calhoun,
Kenny Washington, (Walt) Roberson,
(Bob) Hering and a lot of good play-
ers, but we could never beat Westfield
in football.”

Until recently Ritter had been a
member of the Elizabeth Athletic Club
(formerly the Resolutes), managed
by Westfield resident Paul (Quick-
step) Salomone, who, like Ritter, is a
1975 SP-F graduate. He also is the
nephew of Emil Salomone, former
owner of the legendary Roma Bak-
ery, and cousin of former WHS catcher
John Salomone. And one of Quick
Step’s E.A.C. teammates is WHS grad
Mike Flanagan (’91).

Getting back to Melky, he had some
early trouble with the Sidewheelers,
who took advantage of several errors
to post 11 first-inning runs. Mean-
while, some of his teammates were
getting a kick out of the coaches and
fans of a youth soccer game on the
next field.

“Push it up, push it up, push it up,”
screamed the bald-headed coach, with
a tinge of a foreign accent.

“Shut up, shut up, shut up,” one of
the Neshanock said. “Geez, the guy’s
yelling at a bunch of 4-year-olds. I
hope they make it to be 5-year-olds.”

By the third inning, Melky had his
“good stuff” going. Using a variety of
deliveries, ala Luis Tiant or Orlando
Hernandez, to disguise his underhand
offerings, Melky put up consecutive
scoreless innings in the third, fourth
and fifth. The fourth inning was high-
lighted by three consecutive putouts
by his catcher, two on foul tips caught
and one on a foul ball caught on the
first bounce (1873 rules).

“That’s a new world record,” Melky
joked as he came off the field.

“Hey, it’s actually five straight,
counting last inning,” the stocky
catcher smiled.

Between games, Brad (Brooklyn)
Shaw, who reorganized the
Neshanock in 2001, did a wonderful
reading of the famous base ball poem
“Casey at the Bat.”

Sadly, the beautiful day could not
last forever. As darkness started to set
in, it was time to head home, peace-
fully retracing my path down 523 and
579 — with their trees, cornfields,
farm lands and horse farms — and
then out onto busy Route 95, with
dozens of cars whizzing by me at 80,
90 miles an hour.

Reality had reared its ugly head. I
stared into my rear-view mirror and
smiled.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Up next: Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Does more have to be said?
WHS leads the overall series 34-

11-2, and there have been some wildly
exciting games in the teams’ previous
47 meetings, including the last two
years at the top of the list. But it’s safe
to say that there has never been a
bigger, more important game in the
history of the series.

WHS and Franklin are currently
tied for the third seed in North 2
Group 4, which would mean playing
Phillipsburg or Bayonne. A WHS win
at SP-F this Saturday would clinch
the third seed and bring Phillipsburg
and its state-best 600 career wins to
Kehler Stadium on Nov. 10. SP-F
clinched a playoff spot Sunday night
with its win at Cranford, but could
possibly clinch a home-field game
with a win over WHS.

Of course, while making the play-
offs is nice and getting a home game
is very nice, neither should be more
important than a WHS vs. SP-F game.
The playoff stuff is merely the icing
on the cake, the cherry on the whipped
cream, the Gulden’s spicy brown
mustard on the hot dog.

(Note: If that 400-pound, Big Mac/
Whopper-eating, coke-bottle glasses-
wearing umpire is on the field again
this Saturday, you know, the guy who
made the phantom pass interference
call/non-call in 2005, I will not be
held responsible for anything I might
do or say.)

IS IT JUST ME …
Or does anybody else wonder why

there were 32 years between the 1929
WHS vs. Scotch Plains football game
(a 20-0 WHS win) and the next meet-
ing (an 18-6 WHS win) in 1961?

SOCCER UPDATE
George Kapner’s boys will be look-

ing to bounce back from Saturday
night’s 1-0 loss to SP-F in the county
semifinals. They are seeded second
in the very tough North 2 Group 4
section and host the winner of the
Elizabeth-Ridge opening-round game
either today (if Elizabeth wins) or
tomorrow (if Ridge wins) at 2 p.m. in
the quarterfinals.

The girls of Katie Wertheimer, who
advanced to Saturday’s UCT final
against SP-F with a 3-1 win over
Union Catholic, earned a No. 4 seed
in the North 2 Group 4 and hosted
fifth-seed Bayonne yesterday at 2 p.m.
in the quarterfinals.

VOLLEYBALL UPDATE
For those who think the WHS vs.

SP-F rivalry is limited to football,
soccer, basketball and baseball, we
give you last week’s volleyball match
between the two schools. With SP-
F’s Izzy Blach having maybe the best
day of her (or anybody’s, for that
matter) life — 26 digs, 9 kills, 7
blocks and 10 service points — the
Raiders won the first game 25-18 and
were within one point of a straight-
set victory when WHS came to life,
rallied to win the second game 26-24
and then rolled 25-14 in the third
game. Caroline Fallon had 20 digs
and 10 kills for the Blue Devils.

WHS also won 2-1 in the teams’
first meeting. In that match, WHS
won 66 points to SP-F’s 62. The sec-
ond meeting it was WHS 69-63 in
points. So for the year, WHS won 135
points, SP-F won 125. That’s pretty
intensely even.

The Devils came up short last Fri-
day in the UCT final against top-
seeded Cranford, but just reaching
the final was a pretty amazing effort.
Fallon led the way as WHS knocked
off third-seed Union Catholic and
second-seed Roselle Catholic, with
Gabby Jakub and Kim Townsend side-
lined.

Next up for Bev Torok’s girls is the
state Group 4 tournament. They
opened earlier in the week at J.P.
Stevens and the winner plays tomor-
row at Bergen Tech.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Evan Friedman.
The senior had a surreal 75-second
drop from a week earlier, earning a
key second place as WHS won the
county cross country title by one point
over Summit.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. GO BLUE DEV-
ILS!

Devil of the Week
Evan Friedman
Cross-country

Blue Devil Gymnasts Top
Randolph Lady Rams

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a prelude to the upcoming
sectionals, the Westfield High School
gymnastics team totaled 109.675 to
edge the Randolph Rams who totaled
106.525 in Westfield on October 25.
Ram Kerry Silverman won the all-
around with a total of 37.225 and
took top honors in the bars at 9.5.

Blue Devil sophomore Jenna
Rodrigues took second with an all-
around total of 36.725. She placed
first on the floor at 9.375, second in
vault at 9.4, second on bars at 9.1 and
fourth in balance beam at 8.85.

“The last event, floor, we drew our
big skills and it was a lot of fun
because I don’t think anyone’s ever
done a double fold from our team on
this floor. So I thought I would try it
and it ended up being easy. I scored
well on that, won floor, did pretty
well on bars and my vault was much
better than usual today,” said
Rodrigues.

Teammate sophomore Lacy
Cummings took third all-around at
36.65. She took top first in the vault at
9.6, second on the beam at 9.25, sec-
ond on the floor at 9.325 and fifth on
bars at 8.475.

“On vault, I did a front hand spring,

front tuck. It’s my favorite and best
event. I can always count on that for
getting my high scores and I’m really
proud of that,” said Cummings. “Bars,
I fell on the dismount and know I
could have cleaned it up a little. Beam,
I did very good; did a back tuck and
got a 9.25. It was really clean. Floor,
I added a hand spring, founder and
front full.”

Tina Chabrier grabbed first on the
beam with a 9.275 and fourth on the
floor at 9.2. Kelsey Greenfield placed
fourth all-around at 34.6, fifth on
bars at 8.475, fifth on beam at 8.475,
fifth on the floor with an 8.8 and sixth
in the vault with a 9.1.

“We were very strong on vault and
floor. We had a bit of difficulty on the
bars and on beam. We did not do our
best. That’s usually our strongest
event, but they did great and I’m
proud of them,” said Assistant Coach
Tamara Yellen. “Jenna, with her
double fold on floor; that was amaz-
ing. She pulled that out; that was
great. On beam, she fell off her tuck
but got right back on there and threw
it again to make sure she got that
bonus in there. Lacy did great today.
Her vault was just amazing. She pulled
strong on beams and on floor she did
a great routine. They both were deter-
mined, motivated and they would not
let go.”

Claire Stevens-Haas placed fifth in
the vault at 9.15 and seventh on the
floor at 8.625.

“Natalie Golikov is a strong vaulter
and did great, and Claire; she had a
great bar routine. Her dismount
slipped up a little but the rest of her
routine was tight and strong and her
floor routine was amazing. Allie
Barba had a great bar routine and on
beam she was strong also, “ con-
cluded coach Yellen.

Reading is Good For You
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A GIANT SWING…Blue Devil Jenna Rodrigues practices her giant swings on the
uneven bars prior to the meet with the Randolph Lady Rams..


