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THE LAW FIRM 

OF  

DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C. 

 
WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THOSE 

WHO ATTENDED THE DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST WEEK AT 

THE CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL IN CLARK, NEW JERSEY. 

 

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD OUTHWAITE, ESQ. AND LISA 

STEIN-BROWNING, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY THOSE WHO 

ATTENDED. 

 

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND 

MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE. 

 

AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST, ADDITIONAL 

SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED IN THE FUTURE.  ALL DATES 

WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION. 

 

IF  YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH  

TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION, 

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200 

J A D E
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 530 $265
FULL ea. pc. 670 $335
QUEEN set 1550 $775
KING set 2330 $1165

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • valleyfurnitureshop.com (908) 756-7623

Hours: Monday - Friday 10-9 • Saturday 10-5:30 • Sunday 1-5

S H I F M A N G A L L E RY G R A N D O P E N I N G S A L E

SAVE 50%
On These 5 Featured Models - 10 Days ONLY!

What an incredible, opportunity to purchase the world’s finest mattress! 
Unparalleled comfort and quality have been the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress since 1893.

Shifman ultra premium sets are entirely handmade in the USA featuring natural cotton 
upholstery, a unique hand-tufting technique and 8-way hand-tied boxsprings. 

So, don’t let this limited time offer catch you napping. 

And Save 35%-50%
On All Other Models

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 300 $149
FULL ea. pc. 420 $209

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 390 $195
FULL ea. pc. 530 $265
QUEEN set 1210 $599
KING set 1860 $929

* S A V O Y
SUGG. 50% 
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 1060 $529
FULL ea. pc. 1280 $639
QUEEN set 2790 $1395
KING set 4010 $1999

Savings off maufacturers sugg. retail. 

* S A T U R N
SUGG. 50%
RETAIL OFF

TWIN ea. pc. 1220 $609
FULL ea. pc. 1480 $739
QUEEN set 3260 $1629
KING set 4660 $2329

$100 INSTANTREBATE ON MASTERS SETS

Candidate Statements - Westfield Council
Frank Arena for Council

Westfield First Ward
I have lived in Westfield with my fam-

ily and my wife, Lori, since 1994. We
consider ourselves truly blessed to be part
of this community and, like so many
others, can think of no better place to raise
our children, Christopher, 12, and Carli,
10.

I take great pride in living in this town,
and, like every Westfield resident, I want
to make sure our town remains a strong,
thriving community well into the
future. That’s why I decided to
run for the first ward council seat.

One of the centerpieces of my
campaign has been honest and
open communication. As a leader,
it’s important to have communi-
cation skills, but it’s even more important
to be a good listener. I learned that during
my previous run for public office for
Union County freeholder in 2004 and
during this year’s campaign season.

I will always be eager to understand
citizen concerns and take appropriate ac-
tion. In fact, I will establish a 24-hour
hotline so that my constituents can ask me
any question or air any concern at any
time.

Today, you can visit my website at
frank2007.com or send me an e-mail at
frank@westfield2007.com.

Traffic safety will be a key priority for
me as your councilman. I will make sure
“hotspots” are identified, and a plan is
put in place to make our streets and
neighborhoods safer. No surprise, the
more citizen input I receive on these
“hotspots,” the more effective our safety
strategy will be.

Property taxes is another serious issue
of concern to Westfield’s families. I think
Mayor Andy Skibitsky deserves a great

deal of credit for reining in the growth of
local taxes.

It’s encouraging to hear that Westfield
residents are beginning to understand that
we send far more of our tax dollars to
Union County than we do to run our entire
town. In fact, last year, we sent about $25
million to Elizabeth and only received a
couple of hundred thousand dollars in
grants back from the county.

My commitment to you to keep
town spending to a minimum is
unwavering as is my commitment
to have a positive and construc-
tive working relationship with our
freeholders to end the extremely
unbalanced tax situation that cur-

rently exists with Union County.
Another key issue in 2008 will be pre-

serving the unique charm of our neigh-
borhoods. This past year, the council took
some very smart steps to guard against
McMansions and overdevelopment, most
notably, reducing the maximum residen-
tial building height from 38 to 35 feet and
hiring a full-time town planner to work
with our zoning board and enforce local
ordinances.

I will look at other creative steps to
keep the great character of our town in-
cluding an ordinance to help keep older
homes with detached garages that are
being renovated in that same state in
terms of having a detached garage after
the renovation.

Again, I take great pride in living in
this town. You can count on me to be an
honest and passionate leader who will
always put the families of this great town
front and center. I thank you in advance
for your support on Tuesday, November
6.

JoAnn Neylan for Council
Westfield Second Ward

Honesty, experience and a commitment
to help the people of the Town of Westfield
—those are what I have brought to the
office of the town council and will con-
tinue to bring for the next four years.

It has been a privilege to get to know
and serve the residents of the second ward.
The first time I ran, I said that I
would be accessible to the people
who elected me. I would do my
best to represent them and to listen
to their needs, concerns and is-
sues.

I have worked very hard to up-
hold those promises, and I will continue to
do so if given the opportunity again this
November 6.

My record of results shows the strides
made in the areas of shared services and
fiscal responsibility. Under my leader-
ship of the public works committee, the
DPW has become more responsive and
efficient by reducing staff and outside
consultants.

With these cost savings, our town has
hired a planning professional to focus on
Westfield’s development issues at no
added cost to taxpayers.

Our town also benefits from a shared-
services agreement with Scotch Plains for
leaf pick up and by selling permits for our
conservation center, bringing in needed
extra revenue. Four public works employ-

Ross Katz for Council
Westfield First Ward

Over the last six months, I have had the
opportunity to walk every street in the
first ward. I have had the privilege to meet
hundreds of residents who are proud to
live in this vibrant community with its
fantastic downtown, top-notch school
system and beautiful neighborhoods.

I have been pleasantly surprised by the
number of people who have seized the
opportunity to speak with me regarding a
host of issues, ranging from the
need to rein in overdevelopment
to curtailing speeding on
Lawrence Avenue.

It has been a wonderful experi-
ence to discuss the concerns of
our community with so many
people in my neighborhood, one that I
expect to continue if elected to the
Westfield council.

As a husband and father of two young
daughters, I am committed to making
sure Westfield remains the best it can be
and a town for others to emulate.

The establishment of an environmen-
tal commission will certainly further this
goal. Since the beginning of 2007, I have
been a member of Westfield’s environ-
mental issues committee, a non-partisan
group of residents joined by the common
goal of creating an environmental com-
mission for our town.

Already present in more than half of
New Jersey’s municipalities, an environ-
mental commission would substantially
aid Westfield in protecting our environ-
ment, pave the way for the procurement
of matching grants for projects designed
to help make Westfield an even more
livable and environmentally sustainable
community, as well as provide a vehicle
to allow citizens with specific environ-
mental expertise to aid the town in diverse
areas.

Just as important, an environmental
commission would further the goal of edu-
cating and informing our children on ways

to help protect the environment. For ex-
ample, Cranford’s environmental commis-
sion recently sponsored an exhibit at its
public library dealing with non-point source
pollution. The exhibit showed how rain-
water washed surface contaminants (fer-
tilizers, pesticides, oils, etc.) into local
rivers through the storm sewers.

Furthermore, an environmental com-
mission would save municipal dollars. In

other towns, environmental com-
missions have organized citizen-
staffed studies that otherwise
would have cost those towns sub-
stantial professional fees or would
not have been undertaken at all
because of cost factors.

For all of these reasons, I am commit-
ted to the development of an environmen-
tal commission and, if elected, would do
everything possible to put the proposed
plan set forth by the environmental issues
committee into action in order to estab-
lish this commission.

The great author, diplomat, politician
and inventor Benjamin Franklin once said:
“Never leave that till tomorrow which
you can do today.”

These words are particularly applicable
to good governance. If given the opportu-
nity to serve on the Westfield’s council, I
promise to do my best to abide by Mr.
Franklin’s words and act diligently and
passionately to make Westfield an even
better place to live.

I want to thank the residents of the first
ward for their willingness to share their
thoughts and ideas and listen to mine
during the campaign (as well as the count-
less residents who offered me water dur-
ing those hot summer days).

On November 6, I respectfully ask for
your vote. If you have any questions or
comments or are interested in knowing
more about me, please give me a call at
(908) 789-1235 or send an e-mail to
rosskatz2007@gmail.com.

Matt Sontz for Council
Westfield Third Ward

Thank you to all the residents of the
third ward for welcoming me to your
homes during the past several months.

I thank each of you for speaking with
me, challenging me and informing me
about the various issues that exist in your
neighborhood. I also thank you for allow-
ing me to present myself and make my
case for why I should be the next person
to represent the third ward on our
town’s council.

Although Westfield is a won-
derful place to live, there are
many challenges ahead for us. In
the third ward, we have to ad-
dress speeders, road paving, road
plowing, development, taxes and
a really loud train whistle.

I am committed to acting on these
issues now. I am also committed to visit-
ing our residents in the third ward each
and every year of my council term, so I do
not lose the sense of urgency that is needed
to address these issues timely.

The only way to ensure that neighbor-
hood-specific issues, which are so impor-
tant, are not missed is to frequently visit
our residents.

For example, our neighbors on Rahway
Avenue have been terribly affected by the
installation of speed bumps, with little
effect on the speeders to show for it.

There are old, unused telephone lines
hanging along Park Avenue that need to
be removed. The Motor Vehicle Com-
mission employees’ parking habits cause
a dangerous traffic condition on Windsor
Avenue.

There are safety issues along
Grandview Avenue because our neigh-
bors there live adjacent to Unami Park,

which is poorly lit at night.
Our friends on Virginia Street
are affected by trash that is
thrown onto the Central Av-
enue bridge, which is not main-
tained.

Our neighbors on Carleton
Road near Grove Street are

dealing with flooding during rainstorms
because the town’s drainage is inadequate.
Families on Myrtle Avenue are dealing
with large and dangerous commercial
vehicles because a business owner has
long since outgrown his property. The list
goes on and on.

I look forward to having the opportu-
nity to serve my fellow residents of the
third ward. I am committed to working
hard for you for all four years of my
council term. My name is Matt Sontz, and
I am a candidate for town council in the
third ward. I hope you will support me
with your vote on November 6.

Lenore Scurry for Council
Westfield Fourth Ward

It is the responsibility of our town
council to help keep taxes at a stable
rate. We want to end the practice of
awarding no-bid contracts to
politically connected profes-
sionals.

A fair and open process will
result in quality services at a
lower cost to taxpayers. I will
also work to eliminate pension
abuse. I will not vote for any
budget that calls for an excessive sur-
plus.

If your government collects more taxes
than is needed to provide the services
Westfield residents have come to expect,

then that money should be returned to the
taxpayers.

We want to encourage and keep our
young, middle-aged and sea-
soned residents here. Let’s make
it affordable for them to stay
here in Westfield.

If elected, I would work with
others cities, states and govern-
ment agencies to seek out alter-
natives and solutions about low-

ering taxes. There are ways.
I have lived here most of my life. I

know what Westfielders need, so I’m
ready to roll up my sleeves, and I’m ready
to get the job done.

Jim Foerst for Council
Westfield Fourth Ward

Five years ago, I decided to become
involved in local politics because I felt
there were many things that I could ac-
complish to improve the fourth ward.

There were problems that were not
being addressed. I began my term by
listening to individuals’ concerns, which
have resulted in important quality-of-life
improvements in each and every neigh-
borhood of the fourth ward.

I have also worked hard to
tend to many lingering issues
that affect us all. The federal
government has approved the
railroad quiet zone at the south-
ern end of town. We are under-
going the installation of side-
walks on North Scotch Plains
Avenue. We are upgrading our drain-
age and our streets and have restored
the residents’ pride in our parks and
recreation fields.

As a member of the public safety com-
mittee, I have worked successfully to
make traffic safety a priority in order to
protect families near our schools and
parks.

We are making safety improvements
around Memorial Park, Summit Court
and Rahway Avenue, and we are on our
way to implementing Safe Routes to
Schools by designating walking and bik-
ing paths throughout the fourth ward.

As chairman of the code review com-

mittee, I have changed local zoning laws
to protect the character of our neighbor-
hoods, addressed quality-of-life and
worksite-safety issues and promoted fu-
ture opportunities for quality affordable
housing.

I am proud of my record, and I am
confident  the residents of the fourth ward
notice the progress that has been made. I
have worked hard to implement certain

improvements over the past four
years, but my work is not done.

In my next term as councilman,
I will continue to work with the
BOE to implement the council’s
plan to address the Westfield
High-School parking issue.

We will codify the recommen-
dations of the mayor’s land use task
force to forever protect the character of
our neighborhoods. We will develop
and promote environmental policies to
make Westfield a greener and more
environmentally conscientious commu-
nity.

It has been my honor and pleasure to
serve as town councilman representing
the citizens of the fourth ward. On No-
vember 6, give me the opportunity to
continue to serve you by re-electing me as
your town councilman.

For more information about my re-
election campaign, visit jim2007.com or
call me at home at (908) 233-3251.

Mark Ciarrocca for Council
Westfield Third Ward

It has been an honor to represent the
Town of Westfield and residents of the
third ward as your councilman for the past
four years.

As a lifelong resident of Westfield, the
past four years have been a tremendous
opportunity for me to give back to a
community that has given so much
to my family and me. I’ve worked
hard and believe that the hard work
has made a positive impact.

To make Westfield a safer and
more pedestrian-friendly town, four years
ago, I made a commitment to focus more
on traffic safety.

By communicating with residents and
local groups, we have enacted many ini-
tiatives such as the creation of a Citizens’
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee, the
installation of more radar speed boxes,
the addition of new signage, traffic sig-
nals and crosswalks as well as the in-
crease of police enforcement.

Together, we’ve made a difference.
Accidents with injuries are down more
than 40 percent this year. We have made
great progress, but there is more work to
do. Over the next four years, I want to,
among other initiatives, complete the traf-
fic improvements to the Central Avenue
corridor, enact a walking school bus and
initiate bike routes throughout the town.

Over the past four years, we have im-
proved communication with the residents
of the third ward. These efforts include an
enhanced town website (westfieldnj.gov)
and increased program content on TV-36.

I have also attended many neighbor-
hood meetings throughout the third ward
to address issues that matter to us, includ-
ing: improving traffic safety around
Jefferson School, railroad quiet zone,
enhancing aesthetics on Azalea Trail, re-
moving school-bus traffic on Doris Park-
way, resolving the parking issue in
Stoneleigh Park, changing the use of Lin-
coln School and looking into the inappro-
priate commercial use of a property on
Myrtle Avenue.

By making myself accessible to resi-
dents in person, by telephone and e-mail
and then working with residents, we have
been able to improve the quality of life in
our neighborhoods.

I have served on the finance committee
for four years. I believe we must do more
with less. That is, to deliver improved
municipal services while reducing pay-
roll and relying more on shared municipal
services to reduce costs.

There are a number of non-discretion-
ary spending items that we have no con-
trol over, such as the Rahway Valley
Sewage Authority (RVSA) assessment,
pensions and health-insurance premiums.

The tax increase for items in the town
budget that the council can control
has been only about 2 percent per
year over the last four years, and, in
two of those years, discretionary
spending actually decreased.

It is an honor to serve the people
of the third ward and the Town of Westfield.
With your vote on November 6, we will
continue to move Westfield in the right
direction by improving the quality of life
for our residents and efficiently managing
municipal services while always keeping
the lines of communication open.

ees have been dedicated to recreation
field maintenance and improved com-
munications, yielding better field con-
ditions and timely information for resi-
dents.

While the pace of road paving has
doubled during my term, I am always

mindful of the limited funds we
have for such improvements.
With town professionals, I have
helped obtain grants to help off-
set our costs. Over the last four
years, Westfield received more
than $150,000 a year through

the state’s Transportation Trust Fund.
Development is a huge issue for all of

us in Westfield. My approach has al-
ways been one of balance — balancing
the rights of property owners with the
desire of residents to maintain neigh-
borhood charm and historic integrity.

We have promoted balanced devel-
opment through ordinances addressing
maximum home height and corner-lot
building. Recent requirements for fenc-
ing, neighbor notification and asbestos
remediation ensure that construction ar-
eas are safe and respectful of neighbors’
concerns. This important topic will con-
tinue to be high on my priorities during
my second term.

Looking back, I know that I have
done my best to be responsive and to get
results. Looking ahead, I recognize there
is still more work to be done, more
challenges to be met. I have the experi-
ence and dedication to meet those chal-
lenges in serving residents of the second
ward and the town.

I would be honored to continue to
serve as your councilwoman for the next
four years. Please consider my record
and dedication to you — and vote for
me, JoAnn Neylan, on November 6.
Thank you.goleader.com/subscribe


