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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 40th Annual
Booster Club Awards to 19 High School Senior Athletes

The Westfield High School (WHS)
Booster Club recently awarded 19 stu-
dent athlete scholarships in honor and
memory of WHS coaches, athletes and
boosters. In addition to scholarships
funded by the Boosters Association it-
self, funding for scholarships has been
provided by the Friends of Westfield
Track, the Friends of Girls Lacrosse,
Taylor and Love Realtors, the family of
Toni Bristol, the family of Louis Kessler,
the family of Greta Schoenemann, the
friends and family of Marge and Bob
Brewster, the John Byrne family, the
family of Alvin Pfeiffer, the Westfield
Baseball Association, the Westfield Ten-
nis Association, the Westfield Basket-
ball Association, and an anonymous do-
nor who has funded scholarships in honor
of Peter Houlihan.

A scholarship committee consisting
of Rick Lessner, Bill Ludlum, Tom
Tresnan, John Bennett, Jim Lau and
John Fietkiewicz evaluated the candi-
dates based on the information received
from the athletes themselves, the Guid-
ance Department and Athletic Director
Ed Tranchina, who also reviewed all the
applications. The selection criteria con-
sisted of athletic achievement, scholas-
tic performance and leadership quali-
ties, with athletic achievement given the
most emphasis.

Representing the Friends of Westfield
Track, Thom Hornisch, the coach of the
girls cross-country team, presented The
Walter S. Clarkson Honorary Award
given to a member of one of WHS’s
cross-country (X-C) or track teams. Walt
Clarkson was a renowned coach of
Westfield X-C and track.

Brent Souders,
the son of Barbara
and Dick Souders,
earned seven var-
sity letters in X-C,
indoor track and
spring track. He
was captain of the
X-C team, the in-
door track team
and the spring
track team. He
was voted Most
Valuable Senior

(MVS) of the X-C and the indoor track
teams.

Brent, a member of the National So-
ciety of High School Scholars, a Transi-
tion Project Group leader, a delegate to
the Model UN, and a peer support leader,
will attend Drew University.

The Alumni Scholarship, donated by
Taylor and Love Realtors and given by
the Roger Love family, which consists
of four generations of WHS graduates
who participated in varsity athletics,
was presented by Roger Love, WHS
Class of ‘57, and his daughter Amanda,
Class of ‘96.

The recipient, Marlena Sheridan, the
daughter of Patricia Kenney and Kevin
Sheridan, earned seven varsity letters in
X-C, indoor track and spring track. She
also played soccer for three seasons.
Marlena was captain and MVS of the
indoor track team and captain of spring
track this year. Marlena also was part of
the team that set a WHS record in the
4x400-meter intermediate hurdles.

Marlena’s credits include: member of
the National Honor Society, French
Honor Society, French Club, German
Club, National Merit Scholar semifinal-

ist and Edward J. Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholar Award. Marlena will
attend Barnard College.

The Toni Bristol Honorary Award,
presented by George Kapner, the boys
varsity soccer coach and boys varsity
tennis coach, is given to honor Toni
Bristol, a long time volunteer coach in
lacrosse, girls’ soccer and girls’ basket-
ball. The recipient, Katherine Taylor,
the daughter of Kim and Bill Taylor,
earned three varsity letters (2 field hockey
– captain senior year, 1 lacrosse).
Katherine also played two years of bas-
ketball.

Katherine’s credits include: member
of the National Honor Society and the
Latin Club, Senior Class Secretary, rep-
resentative on the Student Council, Trea-
surer of the Council for Caring, and
deacon at her church. Katherine has
maintained a 4.0 grade-point average
(GPA). Katherine will attend Wake For-
est University.

The Gary Kehler Award was presented
by Coach Kehler, his wife and their son,
Glen. Gary Kehler, in the WHS Hall of
Fame, is a former Athletic Director,
football coach, wrestling coach and golf
coach.

The recipient, Will Harbaugh, son of
Elizabeth and Mark Harbaugh, earned
three letters in football (captain senior
year, defensive MVP) and three in la-
crosse. In football, he was named First
Team All-Area and All-Conference and
Second Team All-County – Third Team
All-County in junior year.

Will was the WHS recipient of the
NJSIAA’s Scholar-Athlete award. He
credits include: member of the National
Honor Society, representative on the
student council, transition project group
leader, peer minister, youth basketball
coach at his church and first seat bass
player for WHS chamber orchestra. He
will attend Washington and Lee Univer-
sity, where he will play football.

The Alvin Pfeiffer Memorial Schol-
arship Award, on behalf of the Pfeiffer
family, was presented by Mrs. Pfeiffer
and her children, Jodie and Tom. Mr.
Pfeiffer had been a former Westfield
Booster and a lifelong supporter of WHS
athletics.

The recipient, Erica Ammermuller,
the daughter of Jeanne and Art
Ammermuller, earned 10 varsity letters
(3 soccer, 3 indoor track, 4 spring track
– captain this season).

In soccer, Erica earned All-County
Honorable Mention (HM) her senior
year. In track, she was part of the 2004
relay team that set the school outdoor

record for the
4x100 relay. She
was also part of
the 4x400 relay
team that ran in the
Penn Relays last
year. Erica will
attend the College
of Charleston.

The two Peter
Houlihan Memo-
rial Awards were
presented by
Cathy McGarry,

Peter’s daughter. These scholarships,
donated by an anonymous individual
Westfield Booster, are given to a male
and female student athlete to honor the
late Peter Houlihan, who was especially
active in promoting soccer through his

work with the Westfield Soccer Asso-
ciation.

Chris Mattes, son of Sue and Ray
Mattes, earned four varsity letters in
soccer and four in lacrosse – captain of
both teams this year. In soccer, Chris
earned First Team All-County, All-Area
and Central All-State honors, and he
received the WHS Coach’s Award. After
his junior year in lacrosse, Chris earned
First Team All-Area and Second Team,
All-Fitch Division.

Chris is a transition project group
leader, a representative on the Student
Council, and a member of the Junior
Optimist Club. He will attend Rutgers
University, where he will play lacrosse.

Gillian Kape, daughter of Laurie and
Brian Kape, earned four varsity letters
in soccer – captain and MVP – and two
in indoor track. Her soccer credit in-
clude: All-Union County freshman team,
All-County HM (sophomore), First
Team All-County and All-Conference,
and Third Team All Group 4 (junior) and
First Team All-County, First Team All-
Conference, Second Team All-Group 4
and Third Team All-State (senior).

Gillian has made the Honor Roll on
many occasions; she is a member of the
Spanish Club, the Junior Optimist Club,
and the Key Club, and she has been
active in St. Helen’s Youth Ministry. She
will attend Marist College where she
will play soccer.

The Westfield Basketball Association
Awards were pre-
sented by Bill
Mann, the Presi-
dent of the WBA,
to a varsity male
and female bas-
ketball player who
have demon-
strated good
spor tsmanship
and leadership on
the court.

Mike Venezia,
son of Ann and

Mike Venezia, earned three varsity let-
ters in basketball (captain junior and
senior years, MVS in senior year) and
one in baseball. He was First Team All-
Area and All-Conference (junior and
senior). He was Second Team All-County
(senior) and Third Team All-County (jun-
ior). He was selected to play in many
prestigious high school All-Star games
after his senior season.

Mike was nominated to the National
Society of High School Scholars. He is a
Transition Project Group Leader and he
has been on the Honor Roll and Distin-
guished Honor Roll during his four years
at WHS. Mike will attend Colgate Univer-
sity, where he will play basketball.

Katie Cronen, daughter of Betsy and
Vin Cronen, earned three varsity letters
in basketball (captain junior and senior,
selected MVS). Katie also played vol-
leyball her freshman and sophomore
years.

Katie has maintained a 4.0 GPA. Her
credits include: member of the National
Honor Society, National French Honor
Society, French Club, Triathalon Club,
National Merit Commended Scholar and
AP Scholar, Transition Project group leader
and Peer Minister at Holy Trinity. Katie
will attend Georgetown University.

Owen Brand presented The John
Byrne Memorial Scholarship given by
the Byrne family in memory of John
Byrne, a former varsity athlete at WHS
in the late 1970s, to a male or female
varsity athlete who has competed in at
least two sports. The recipient must have
exhibited leadership, determination,
hustle, academic achievement, and
school and community involvement.

Christine Isabella, daughter of Mary
and Matt Isabella, was a member of the
field hockey team (2 varsity letters,
MVS), the swim team (3 varsity letters)

and the spring track team. Christine was
Second Team, All-County in field
hockey, and she also was All-Area, Hon-
orable Mention. In swimming, she re-
ceived the Lt. Daniel Nichols Memorial
Award (senior year), and the Andrew
Ruotolo II Memorial Award for most

improved swim-
mer (sophomore
year).

Christine is a
member of the Na-
tional Honor So-
ciety, a Peer Min-
ister at St. Helen’s,
and she was a vol-
unteer camp coun-
selor at Sister Pat’s
Cancer Camp.
Christine will at-

tend Penn State University in the fall.
The Friends and Family of Marge and

Bob Brewster scholarship is given by
the Friends and Family of Marge and
Bob Brewster was presented by their
son Brad and two of their grandchildren,
Tyler and Jordan. The parents of four
former Westfield High School athletes,
the Brewsters have been long-time sup-
porters of the Boosters and the local
football, basketball and baseball pro-
grams.

Ryan Yarusi, son of Joyce and Wayne
Yarusi, earned seven varsity letters (3
football – captain senior year, 4 lacrosse
– 4-year starter, captain junior and se-
nior years). He was All-State Honorable
Mention in lacrosse last year, and was
selected to the All-Conference team.

Ryan is an honor roll student, Transi-
tion Project mediator, volunteer youth
lacrosse coach, and youth volunteer at
this church. Ryan will attend the
Salisbury School in Connecticut, where
he will play lacrosse.

The Louis Kessler Memorial Schol-
arship was presented by Rita Kessler,
her son-in-law Rob Horowitz, and her
granddaughter Nina Horowitz (Given in
memory of Louis Kessler by his wife
Rita, daughter Karen and son Todd).
Louis Kessler was an All-State athlete at
Hillside HS, lettering in football, wres-
tling, baseball and track. He went to
Temple University and West Chester
University and was a stand out in foot-
ball, wrestling and lacrosse. After mov-
ing to Westfield, he became an avid
supporter of Westfield athletics.

The scholarship is given to a senior
athlete who is dedicated to his or her
teammates, has a strong character, is a
good student, and is enthusiastic about
sports. Anna Koehler, daughter of Sally
and Hank Koehler, lettered three times in
volleyball – captain senior year. She was
First Team All-State, All-County and All-
Conference (senior). She was First Team
All-County and All-Group 4 (junior).
Anna played club volleyball and partici-
pated in the 2006 Junior Olympics.

Anna is an Honor Roll student who
has maintained a 4.0 GPA. Other cred-
its: member of the National Honor Soci-
ety, page editor for Hi’s Eye and del-
egate to the Model United Nations. Anna
was recognized as the female recipient
from WHS of the Watchung
Conference’s Scholar-Athlete award.
Anna will attend New York University,
where she will play volleyball.

The Greta Schoenemann Memorial
Scholarship was presented by Greta’s
parents, Wendy and Robert
Schoenemann. To honor Greta’s
memory, the Boosters have established
a scholarship in her name to be awarded
to a senior girl’s soccer player about
whom it can be said – “she was a great
teammate.”

Erin McCarthy, daughter of Jeanmarie
and Jack McCarthy, earned four varsity
letters in soccer and was the captain. She
also earned two letters in indoor track.
Erin made First Team All-County (se-

nior), Second Team All-County (junior)
and All-County HM (sophomore). She
was selected by the NJ Girls Coaches
Association to their All-State team and
by the National Soccer Coaches Asso-
ciation of America to their All-East Re-
gion team. In track, as a sophomore,
Erin was a member of the 4X400 relay
team that broke the county indoor record.

Erin’s credits include: member of the
National Honor Society, member of the
Latin Club, staff writer and advertising
editor for Hi’s Eye and peer minister at
St. Helen’s. For three years, she was
nominated for National Leadership
Camp and she received a scholarship to
the Governor’s School of International
Studies. Erin will attend Wake Forest
University.

Thom Hornish presented The Jim
Nicoll Scholarship Award, in honor of
Jim Nicoll, who has served as the Finan-
cial Secretary of the Friends of Westfield
Track for many years. This award recog-
nizes the commitment made by a stu-
dent athlete to the cross-country and/or
Track and Field programs both as a
competitor and as a volunteer to the
Friends of Westfield Track and the
Westfield community.

Ayn Wisler,
daughter of Merry
and Eric Wisler,
earned 11 varsity
letters (3 X-C, 4
indoor track, 4
outdoor track –
captain senior
year). Ayn was se-
lected to the All-
County, Third
Team in X-C in
2004 and 2005 –
fifth in the county

in the 3,200 in 2005, second in the 800
in 2006. She was a member of the 4X400
relay team at the Penn Relays in 2005
and 2006, and she was a member of the
4X800 relay team at the Easterns in
2006 and 2007.

Ayn maintained a 4.0 GPA. Her cred-
its include: member of the National
Honor Society, Features Page editor for
Hi’s Eye, Transition Project leader, Na-
tional Honor Society tutor, and Regional
Committee Chair for the Model United
Nations. In 2006, she received the Na-
tional Guard Community Service Award.
Ayn will attend the University of Vir-
ginia in the fall.

Phil Russo, the Vice President of the
WBL, presented The Westfield Baseball
League Award, recognizing a senior stu-
dent athlete who plays baseball and rec-
ognizes his leadership and sportsman-
ship in representing his town and school.

Kevin Hennessey, son of Terry and
Joe Hennessey, earned five varsity let-
ters in baseball, soccer and indoor track
and he has participated in those sports in
all four years. Kevin was voted as the

MVS on the soc-
cer team, and was
named First Team
All-County and
All-Conference.
During his junior
year, he was
named Second
Team All-County.

Kevin also
achieved the dis-
tinction of becom-
ing an Eagle
Scout. He will at-

tend Millersville University, where he
will play soccer.

Lois Hely presented The Friends of
Girl’s Lacrosse Award, in recognition of
a student athlete who plays lacrosse and
who promotes the sport through leader-
ship, sportsmanship and scholarship.

Julie Shelman, daughter of Rhonda
and Perry Shelman, is captain of the
lacrosse team and has earned eight var-
sity letters in lacrosse and soccer. Julie
was selected to the All-Conference and
All-Area teams (junior), and she was
named All-County in soccer after both
her junior and senior years.

Julie was recognized by the Union
County Interscholastic Athletic Confer-
ence as the female recipient from WHS

of its Scholar-Athlete award. Other cred-
its include: member of the National
Honor Society, winner of the Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholar Award,
Show Director of Blue Devil News, del-
egate to the Model UN and Transition
Project Peer Leader. Julie will attend
Villanova University, where she will
play lacrosse.

The Westfield Tennis Association
Award, presented by Nancy Freundlich
and Mike McGlynn, is given on behalf of

the WTA to a var-
sity tennis player
who has demon-
strated exceptional
dedication to im-
proving his or her
tennis skills, exhib-
iting good sports-
manship and being
a team player.

Nikki Reich,
daughter of Sylvia
and David Reich,
a four-year varsity

member, was the captain of the 2006
squad that won the Group 4 state cham-
pionship. She was a finalist in the State
Tournament of Champions as a first
singles player. Nikki was named First
Team All-County, All-Area, and All-
Conference and Second Team All-State.

Nikki has maintained a 4.0 GPA. Cred-
its include: member of the National Honor
Society, Edward J. Bloustein Scholar,
and nominated as an Emory Scholar,
Morehead Scholar and Robert C. Byrd
Scholar. Nikki will attend Williams Col-
lege, where she will play tennis.

The Executive Committee Award, pre-
sented by Bill Taylor, the first vice-presi-
dent of the Boosters, is given on behalf of
the 51 active Boosters to a student athlete
whose hard work, dedication, and leader-
ship are indicative of what high school
athletics represent.

Luke Baran, son of Tola Murphy-
Baran and John Baran, was captain and
MVS of the swim team. He earned seven
varsity letters (4 swimming, 3 lacrosse).
He has been named First Team All-
County (100-backstroke and 200-med-
ley relay), and Second Team All-County
(100-backstroke and 400-freestyle re-
lay). He also received the Spirit Award
in 2006 and received All-American con-
sideration for the 200-medley relay.

Luke is an honor roll student who has
maintained a 4.0 GPA. His credits in-
clude: National Honor Society, AP
scholar, National Merit Letter of Com-
mendation, member of the concert choir,
Transition Project Group Leader, and
the Westfield chairman of the Student
Movement against Cancer. Luke was
recently selected as the male recipient
from WHS of the Scholar-Athlete Award
that is given by the Union County Inter-
scholastic Athletic Conference. Luke
will attend Harvard University, where
he will play lacrosse.

Bill Ludlum, the President of the
Boosters presented the prestigious
President’s Award, given to an outstand-
ing Senior athlete who exemplifies lead-
ership, character, good sportsmanship
and the spirit of Westfield athletics.

The recipient, Tom Bonard, the son of
Georgene and Tom Bonard, earned eight
varsity letters (3 basketball – captain as
junior and senior, 3 football, 2 baseball
– captain senior year). He was voted
MVS in football, First Team All-Con-
ference, and Second Team All-County
and All-Area. In basketball, he scored
650 points and set the school record for
assists in a career and in a season. He
received All-Area Honorable Mention
in each of his three varsity seasons, as
well as All-Watchung Conference hon-
ors. He was selected to the All-County
defensive team, he was the MVP of the
Rahway Christmas tournament in 2005,
and he was selected to play in the Union
County All-Star game in 2007.

Tom was honored as the male recipient
from WHS of the Watchung Conference
Scholar-Athlete award. He is a member
of the WHS chorus and the concert choir,
and an active member of his church. Tom
will attend Montclair State University,
where he will play basketball.

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 2-9

June 25th – June 28th, 2007

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil

Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

July 2, 3, 5 & 6   2007

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.org

“The Only Local
Girl Camp Around”

2007 SPF Girls Soccer Camp at

Park Middle School Field

Girls entering grades 4 thru 9
Monday – Friday  9:00am – 12: 00pm

TRAINING PROGRAM INCLUDES
Skill development, Technical training, shooting, passing

A general evaluation of each player will be given at the end of the week
Camp will be run by Coaches from SPFHS and Union County

CAMP DIRECTOR
Kevin Ewing

SPF Varsity Girls Coach
Watchung Conference Champs

2003, 2004, 2006
Union County Champs

2005 and 2006
North 2 Group 3 State

Champions 2006

CAMP COACHES
Michelle Tobier SPF Varsity Assistant

Matt Tiedemann SPF JV Coach
Joe Higgins SPF Freshman Coach

Dave Moser Former New Providence Coach
Former SPF Players / Former

College Players

For more information please email: kewing@spfk12.org

Tuition: $125 Per Player

In case of rain, we will have access to the
Park Middle School Gymnasium

AUGUST
13th - 17th
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This captivating 3 bed, 3 full bath bungalow is nestled on a 300’ deep lot nearby
town, transportation, schools and park.  An open front porch welcomes you to a
large living room with stone fireplace, sunny den, formal dining room and updated
kitchen with cherry cabinetry, stainless steel appliances and granite countertops.
Three bedrooms and two full baths complete the first floor.  A beautifully finished
basement provides ample entertaining space as well as full bath, laundry and
workshop.  An in-ground sprinkler system, lush landscaping, deck, new driveway
and detached garage complete this special home.  Asking $649,900.  (Directions:
Central or Rahway to Grove to Tice)

 825 Tice Place, Westfield

Heidi-Ann Mucci

908-347-0341 (Cell)
mucci@comcast.net

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

2 Alden Street • Cranford
(908) 276-7888

www.marckelleyrealtors.com

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, June 3rd  1-4PM


