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Scutari Discusses Benefits
Reform, Budget With ELC
CLARK – State Senator Nicholas

Scutari (LD-22, Linden) addressed
the May breakfast meeting of the
Union County Employer Legislative
Committee at Lana’s restaurant in
Clark. His remarks focused on the
work of the Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Employee
Benefits Reform
and on Governor
Jon Corzine’s
proposed FY
2008 budget.

“ T h e
Governor’s nego-
tiations and the
package of re-
form bills that the
L e g i s l a t u r e
passed were a
good start,” said
Mr. Scutari,
whose district in-
cludes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood
and Clark. “We
raised the retire-
ment age for new
workers, in-
creased the
amount of em-
ployee pension
contributions,and
for the first time,  state employees
will be required to contribute to the
cost of their medical benefits. That
we managed to do these things with
the cooperation of the public sector
unions, is especially encouraging.”

“Obviously, the problem is not
solved,” he said. “I look forward to
working with Governor Corzine to

ensure a benefits system that is both
affordable for New Jersey taxpayers
and equitable for full-time public
employees. Having a system that is
financially viable in the long term is
in everyone’s best interest.”

Regarding the budget, he said that
the Governor’s
proposal would
require no tax in-
creases and that
the S corporation
tax on businesses
would be allowed
to expire. “The
Governor has
said repeatedly
that New Jersey
has to grow its
way out of our
current fiscal
troubles,” Mr.
Scutari said.
“This budget sig-
nals that we are
both serious
about restoring
financial integ-
rity as well as fos-
tering an eco-
nomic environ-
ment that is con-
ducive to busi-

ness.”
The Union County Employer Leg-

islative Council is an independent
organization established by the New
Jersey Business and Industry Asso-
ciation and composed of community
and business leaders. The Union
County ELC meets on a monthly ba-
sis to talk about legislative and regu-
latory affairs affecting employers, and
each meeting features a discussion
with legislators, cabinet members or
local officials.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUEST APPERARANCE… Karna Small Bodman, second from left, author and
senior director of the National Security Council under President Ronald Reagan,
spoke last Saturday at the Union County Republican Women Breakfast held at
the Canoe Brook County Club in Summit. Also pictured, from left to right, are:
Kenilworth Councilwoman Kathi Fiamingo, Elyse Bochicchio Medved of Rahway
and Union County Freeholder candidate Patricia Quattrocchi.

County Sets June 7 Meeting
About Bicycle Master Plan

COUNTY – The county will hold
an “open house” style meeting to get
the public’s input on the Union County
Comprehensive Bicycle Master Plan.
The meeting will be held on Thurs-
day,  June 7, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at
the Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue. It will be held in Room 201.

Representatives of county planning
and community development and the
project consultants, RBA Group, will
be present.

Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski said, “With this study, we
will be able to gauge the needs of the
public and come up with a viable plan
to make bicycles a safe alternative to
automobiles.”

Residents are invited to learn more
about the county’s effort to develop

an overall plan for bicycle use, with
guidelines that could be used to inte-
grate bicycle pathways into the de-
sign of mixed use development and
transportation improvement projects.

Displays and mapping will be pro-
vided at the meeting. Project mem-
bers will offer explanations, answer
questions and receive comments.

The Bicycle Master Plan Route
Map has been updated and incorpo-
rates all the comments and informa-
tion received at earlier meetings. Rep-
resentatives from municipalities,
the public, bicycle advocates and
transportation agencies have all had
input into this project.

The North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority and the County
of Union have provided funding for
this $150,000 project.

Business Group Sets
Picnic for June 13

FANWOOD – The Fanwood and
the Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Associations will hold their
annual barbeque on Wednesday, June
13, at LaGrande Park.

For information, call Peter
Chemidlin at (908) 322-1800 or email
peterchemidlin@familyinvestors.com.

Pineland Fire Grant
OK’d For New Jersey
WASHINGTON – The Federal

Emergency Management Agency
approved a grant to reimburse state
and local governments for fire man-
agement efforts during New Jersey’s
battle against a fire in the Pinelands.

The fire, which began  May 22, has
consumed thousands of acres in
Burlington and Ocean Counties and
has resulted in thousands of evacua-
tions and several road closures. It is
believed to have been sparked by a
flare from a New Jersey Air National
Guard exercise.

Officials are reviewing this inci-
dent with the military to put in place
safeguards for the future.

Freeholders Take Action
For Open Space Purchases

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Freeholders introduced bond
ordinances totaling $12 million last
Thursday for purchases of 18 acres of
open space. The board also took ac-
tion in approving resolutions to allow
county officials to move ahead in
completing contracts prior to the real
estate closings.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the purchases
include a 13-acre undeveloped land
mass behind St. Agnes Roman Catho-
lic Church in Clark for $8 million, the
4.25-acre Schwarz Farm on Old
Raritan Road in Clark and Westfield
for $3.6 million and 0.6 acres located
on Wildwood Terrace in Union Town-
ship for $417,000.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, chairman
of the county’s Open Space, Recre-
ation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, said, “I am very happy to see
these (acquisitions) moving forward.”

The purchases follow the acquisi-
tion of the 42-acre Clark Reservoir
from Clark Township for a dollar, the
$6.25-million purchase of a 14-acre
parcel from Hazelwood Cemetery,
and the former 13-acre Esposito Farm
property, which the county bought
for $2.9 million in 2003. The county
also owns Milton Lake and Dam.

Victoria Drake Durbin, the direc-
tor of the county’s Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historical Preservation
fund, has said she expects the reser-
voir, Hazelwood, St. Agnes and Union
township purchases to be completed
by the fall.

Once the deals are complete, the
county will have bought 300 acres of
land since its open space fund was

established in 2000, with 61 percent
of the purchased land in Clark. The
fund is supported by an open space
tax included in the property tax.

The latest Clark purchase would
connect the St. Agnes property to the
reservoir to Milton Dam and Lake
and across Madison Hill Road to the
Hazelwood property and on to
Esposito Park.

Public hearings and second readings
on the bond ordinances will be held
Thursday, June 21, at 7 p.m. in the
freeholders’ meeting room at the county
administration building in Elizabeth.

During committee reports, Mr.
Sullivan said the schedule for repav-
ing county roads can be found on the
county website at ucnj.org.

Freeholder Nancy Ward said the
county held forums on gang violence
at the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission’s Hillcrest Acad-
emy campuses in Westfield and
Scotch Plains. She said to date 600
students have participated in the pro-
gram, which includes nationally
known speakers.

“It (the program) shows we are on
top of the game (on addressing gang
violence) here,” Ms. Ward said.

Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the recent 150th Union
County anniversary event at Union
County College was “a day the county
could be proud of its heritage.”

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Fanwood Library
Director Dan Weiss, Scotch Plains
Library Director Meg Kolaya and
Roselle Park Library Director Susan
Calantore thanked the freeholders for
funding historical and genealogy da-
tabases. Weiss said The New York
Times from 1851-2004 is available
on one of the databases.

The databases are accessible on the
Union County Library Connection
link available on the county website
and are available to anyone with a
Union County library card.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, said
the Watchdog’s website also has pub-
lic documents available to the public.
She said the site,
unioncountywatchdog.org, receives
5,000 hits a month.

Kevin Dick of Scotch Plains, a
member of the Citizens’ Campaign,
an arm of Metuchen-based Center for
Civic Responsibility, asked the board
for an update on a proposed ordi-
nance to open the process for filling
vacancies on county advisory boards.
The group presented the ordinance to
the board at its April 19 meeting.

County Manager George Devanney
said the proposal is under discussion
by the board’s policy committee and
the law department. “Some ideas have
been looked at and explored,” Mr.
Devanney said. He said he did not
know when the matter would come
before the full board.

DOT Tells of Project
For Rt. 22 on June 8

UNION – The New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation (NJDOT) has
announced that the U-turn G along
Route 22 (milepost 53.3) in Union
Township will be closed on Friday,
June 8, in the westbound to east-
bound direction only. All westbound
traffic will be diverted to U-turn H,
approximately 1,200 feet to the west.

The closure will address safety is-
sues concerning the current opera-
tion of U-turn G by providing greater
separation between turns and increas-
ing the merging opportunity in this
segment of Route 22 eastbound.

Construction barrels, breakaway
barriers and new striping will deter
traffic from entering U-turn G. Mes-
sage signs have been installed at U-
turn G and Springfield Road in the
westbound direction to inform mo-
torists of the start of the project. Con-
struction will be completed in one
day, according to the DOT.

DOT Announces Rte. 78
Improvement Projects
AREA – The New Jersey Depart-

ment of Transportation (NJDOT) has
announced that shoulder improve-
ments on Route 78 in Newark,
Irvington, Union and Hillside will
begin around Monday, June 25, with
completion expected by November.
The project will include improve-
ments to the local and express shoul-
ders on I-78 from milepost 52.8 to
58.5 from Walker Avenue in Union
Township eastward for 5.7 miles end-
ing at the New Jersey Turnpike in
Newark.

According to the DOT, the project
will address “minor drainage defi-
ciencies as visually detectable in the
shoulder area” and include cleansing
the existing drainage system. Offi-
cials said the work would result in
temporary lane closures at off-peak
hours. “Other than drums along shoul-
ders, there will be no impact on travel
lanes during peak hours,” said the
DOT release.

REFORMING SYSTEM…Senator
Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden) left,
addressed the Union County Employer
Legislative Committee on May 16 regard-
ing public employee benefits reform and
the state budget for FY 2008. Also pic-
tured are Maureen Tinen, chairman of
the Union County ELC and president of
the Union County Economic Development
Corporation, and Mark Bocchieri, direc-
tor of external affairs for Verizon.

MEMORIAL DAY CLEARANCE

Environment NJ Launches
WF Citizen Outreach Drive
WESTFIELD – Environment New

Jersey (ENJ) has canvassed and will
continue to canvass Westfield resi-
dents throughout the month of May
to build support for renewing the
Garden State Preservation Trust Fund.
Left unattended, the trust will run out
later this year.

According to ENJ, the state Legis-
lature is considering a bill (ACR 10/
SCR 136) that would provide fund-
ing close to $400 million annually to
protect open spaces and maintain
parks over the next decade. If ap-
proved, the bill would authorize a
question on  November’s ballot, ask-
ing voters to dedicate $175 million a
year over 10 years from the existing
sales tax, as written by the office of
legislative services.

Governor Jon Corzine and law-
makers have not included ACR 10/
SCR 136 in their plans.

ENJ urges the  Legislature to pass
the bill by the end of June. “If we
don’t act now to preserve our open
spaces, we are going to permanently
lose some of the last beautiful places
across Union County,” said Kristen
Gaiser, ENJ’s canvass director.

By talking to  residents, ENJ hopes
to raise money and build support for
its open-space campaign.

“The reception has been very warm
in Westfield,” said assistant canvass
director Matt Trocker. “A lot of people
understand the need for open space
preservation.”

ENJ would like the public  to be-
come members, make phone calls to
legislators and lobby in Trenton. See
environmentnewjersey.org.

ENJ plans to visit more than 50
towns in Middlesex, Union, Somerset
and Morris Counties. Its goal is to
talk to 130,000 residents statewide.


