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By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Contemporary
American playwright Neil Simon is the
ultimate genius at setting up and deliv-
ering a comic punch line. After all,
Simon’s training as a writer goes back
to his early job of writing comedy for
CBS and NBC TV shows in the 1950s.

So, it’s no wonder that Simon’s
Rumors, Westfield Community Play-
ers’ (WCP) final production of the
season was sold out the first two
weekends of the run.

Written after the Brighton Beach
Trilogy, Rumors might not be one of
his best-known shows, but it’s a romp
of an evening filled with gossip, cover-
ups and infidelities – just the normal
games that Simon’s adult married
couples love to play.

At the top of the show, as the lights
come up on the spectacular set, blonde
bombshell Chris Gorman (Ellen
Dooley) is on the phone to a doctor.
As she frantically takes orders from
her husband, Ken Gorman, (John
Schweska) as to what to tell the doc-
tor, the fun begins.

Exposition reveals that she and her
husband, along with three other
couples, have been invited by the
deputy mayor of New York and his
wife to help them celebrate their 10th
wedding anniversary.

When the guests arrive, however,
the hosts aren’t there to greet them.
Ken discovers the host in the bed-
room bleeding from a gunshot wound.

Something potentially serious es-
calates to madcap comedy as Ken and
his wife Chris try to conceal the scan-
dalous event from the next couple,
and repeat the process with the suc-
ceeding couples.

Much of the fun is watching the
characters squirm in recalling what
version of the story they have spun
and to whom and how they wind up
tangled in their own mess.

Mr. Schweska, the voice of reason,
is well cast in the role of Ken Gorman.
The hysterically funny Ms. Dooley
plays his wife with abandon as the
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The Secret’s Out: Community
Players Spread Juicy Rumors

inebriated socialite.
Claire Ganz (Linda Correll) and

husband Lenny Ganz (John Correll)
are a real-life husband and wife duo.
Mr. Correll has a gift for comedic
timing and delivery. His “Mrs.” is a
stunning actress whose versatility on
stage and behind the scenes as pro-
ducer/director has been showcased at
WCP through the years.

Stan Kaplan, playing analyst Ernie
Cusack, reveals just the proper de-
meanor for the role while his on-
stage wife, Cookie (Debbie Badal), is
the antithesis of his staid character.
Ms. Badal’s gorgeous black and or-
ange outfit complements the vivacity
of her character’s personality.

Glenn and Cassie Cooper are the
quintessential political candidate and
wife. With not a hair out of place as
“Mr. Perfect,” Frank Briamonte cuts a
dashing figure in his tuxedo. Without
much success, he tries to reassure his
Zen-loving wife Cassie (Vikki Massulli)
that he’s not having an affair with one of
his aides. Ms. Massulli uses some clever
bits in portraying her character.

Amid loud music, flowing booze,
headaches, backaches, slamming
doors and gunshots, this show mor-
phs into “Desperate Housewives”
meets the “Carol Burnett Show.”

Director Naomi Yablonsky, her as-
sistant (and husband) Jerry Yablonsky
and producer Letty Hudak have done
this show proud. They understand ap-
propriate casting, timing and pacing in
bringing this production to perfection.

The incredibly beautiful two-tiered
set designed by Bill McMeekan boasts
a unique clamshell table, leopard rug,
persimmon walls complete with gold
and black accents and gorgeous gold
high-backed chairs.

Linda Giuditta and Betty
Hetherington outdo themselves with
creative costume coordination shown
to the best advantage by Bob Murray’s
top-notch lighting design.

The secret is out – the peals of
laughter emanating from the WCP
Theater tell the neighbors these harm-
less Rumors are great fun.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HUSBAND/WIFE...On stage and off, John Correll and Linda Correll bicker as
characters Lenny and Claire Ganz, one of the socialite couples invited to a swanky
10-year anniversary party gone awry in the Neil Simon comedy Rumors, running
Friday and Saturday nights only.

WSW Arts, Crafts: Quality
Makes All the Difference

WESTFIELD – As the brochure
for 2007 Westfield Summer Work-
shop says, the arts-and-crafts depart-
ment contains a variety of courses.
Instructors for the course are trained
artists and certified teachers, many of
whom possess masters’ degrees in
their fields of ex-
pertise.

“When a student
enrolls in the
workshop,” com-
ments Ted
Schlosberg, execu-
tive director of the
New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts,
“he or she can be
assured of a high
quality of instruc-
tion. We are proud
of our teachers
who are well
trained as both art-
ists and educa-
tors.”

Many courses
await both the
novice artist who
would like to de-
velop a skill and
the accomplished
artist who would like to improve
upon a technique.  Artists can choose
among the following topics: Air
Brush, American Crafts, Architec-
ture, Art Sampler, Basketry, Cartoon
Country, Cartooning, Carving, Di-
nosaurs and Exploring Sculpture.
Other courses include Graphic De-
sign, Jewelry Making, Knitting and
Crocheting, Mask Making, Mosa-
ics, Mythical Characters, Needle-
work, Origami, Pottery and
Scrapbooking.

This department also includes
Sculpture, Studio Art, Throwing Paint,

Tie Dye/Batik, Toy Design, Wild
Kingdom, Wind, Wings and Wheels
and Wood Crafts.

Pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and
first graders are also given exposure
to a variety of artistic techniques in
their own special workshops.

In addition to
arts and crafts, the
WSW includes
classes in commu-
nications, dance,
drama, special in-
terests, music and
musical theater.

Jun io r-h igh -
school students
may elect to enroll
in the Workshop
Theater, which
will present Gil-
bert and Sullivan’s
Pirates of
Penzance. High-
school students
may audition for
the Showcase The-
ater production of
Thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie.

The 2007 WSW
will be located at

Edison Intermediate School on
Rahway Avenue in Westfield, from
June 25 until July 27. Classes are
held from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
with the exception of the Showcase
Theater, which is an afternoon work-
shop. Early morning drop off is avail-
able at 7:30 a.m., and students may
also enroll in Afternoon Adventures,
a program by the Westfield Y.

For more information, call (908)
518-1551 or visit the NJWA studios at
150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Additional information can be found
on njworkshopforthearts.com.

FABULOUS FLUTIST…Katie Buchbinder, the daughter of Howard Buchbinder
and Mary Flannagan of Scotch Plains, impressed an audience filled with family,
friends and faculty during a music recital held at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison. Katie, a sixth grader at the school, performed J.E. Barat’s
“Andante and Allegro” on flute. Her brother, seventh-grader Billy Buchbinder,
tickled the ivories during his performance of Johann Christoph Bach’s
“Polonaise.”

SWEET ADELINE…Metro Rhythm Chorus, having achieved the highest score
in its division, earned a first-place medal for small choruses at the recent Sweet
Adelines Regional Competition held in Philadelphia.

Metro Rhythm Wins Two
Medals at Sweet Adelines

CRANFORD – Metro Rhythm
Chorus, performing in Cranford, hav-
ing achieved the highest score in its
division, was awarded a first-place
medal for small choruses; addition-
ally, the chorus garnered a fifth-place
position over-all, while participating
in the recent Sweet Adelines Regional
Competition held in Philadelphia.

This is an achievement realized by
the chorus in prior contests, but it is
the first time under the direction of
Daniel Chernosky, who has directed
the group for just over a year. “We are
thrilled that Daniel’s skills, talent and
expertise have once again returned
our chorus to a place of honor,” said
Team Coordinator, Judy Douglas.

To continue the momentum, the
chorus seeks new voices to enhance
the current group. There will be an
open audition on Wednesday evening,
May 23, and voices will be evaluated
for placement in the barbershop style,
a cappella, and four-part harmony
group of singers.

Women of all ages interested in such
an experience are welcome, and should
arrive at 7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian
Church, located at the corner of Spring-
field and North Union Avenues in
Cranford. Music will be provided.

For more information, contact
Janice Uhlig at (732) 381-2535 or e-
mail Bea Howley at
beahive@aol.com.

HIGH FALUTING…Clarissa Nolde’s flute students performed their annual
recital at the First Baptist Church of Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Beverly Thomson Shea, Clarissa Nolde, Emily Schuman, Kerilyn Bartley, Yixiao
Wang, Alison Ricardo, Sara Birkenthal, Nicole Spera, Kevin Huang, Hannah
Markey, Lindsey Jacobs and Lauren Matheson.

Clarissa Nolde’s Students
Perform Annual Recital

WESTFIELD – The flute students
of Clarissa Nolde recently performed
their annual recital at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield.

Emily Schuman, a fourth grader
from Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield, opened the concert with
Mozart. Edison Intermediate School
seventh-graders Lindsey Jacobs and
Lauren Matheson followed with com-
positions by Schumann and an anony-
mous 18th-century composer.

Kerilyn Bartley, a 10th grader from
Scotch Plains, performed a move-
ment from Claude Bolling’s Suite for
Flute and Jazz Piano. Hannah Markey,
an eighth grader from Scotch Plains,
performed Summer from Vivaldi’s
Four Seasons.

Sara Birkenthal, a 10th grader from
Westfield High School, played a piece
by Fauré. Sara and Hannah joined
forces in the Flower Duet from Lakmé
by Delibes. Nicole Spera, a freshman
from Westfield, performed Taffanel,
and Kevin Huang, an 11th grader
from Murray Hill, played Mozart.

Westfield High School freshmen
Yixiao Wang and Alison Ricardo and
Ms. Nolde performed Trio in e minor
by Kuhlau. Yixiao and Alison are
both members of the Westfield High
School Chamber Orchestra and Wind
Ensemble and also participate in the
ensembles of the New Jersey Youth
Symphony.

Additionally, Yixiao performed in
the 2007 Region II Honors Band.
Beverly Thomson Shea accompanied
Yixiao and Alison on the piano. Yixiao

performed the Enesco’s Cantabile et
Presto and Alison ended the concert
with Concertino by Cecil Chaminade.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Jack Williams

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its seventh season by presenting Texas
guitarist Jack Williams in concert.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue), on
Saturday, May 19.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8. Admission is
$15. All net proceeds from the
evening’s concert will be donated to
Eric Johnson House in Morristown.

Mr. Williams is a South Carolina-
born guitarist-singer-songwriter-sto-
ryteller who learned banjo and man-
dolin to spice up folk groups in the
1960s in Georgia. He played pedal-
steel guitar in a country-rock band
and classical guitar and lute in a Re-
naissance ensemble.

For more information about Mr.
Williams, go to
jackwilliamsmusic.com. For more in-
formation about the Coffee With Con-
science Concert Series, the upcom-
ing performance or ways to get in-
volved, visit
coffeewithconscience.org, call (908)
412-9105 or e-mail
concerts4causes@aol.com. Volun-
teers are always appreciated.

Comm. Theatre Holds
Auditions in Kenilworth

AREA – C.A.S.T., the Community
Actors Student Theater, will hold au-
ditions for The Music Man on May 21
and 22 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at David
Brearley High School in Kenilworth.

Casting is open to Union County
residents ages 10 and older. Individu-
als wishing to audition who are non-
Union County residents are required
to pay a $200 tuition fee to participate.

Rehearsals will begin June 25, and
the production will be held on July
26, 27 and 28.

Musicians Anticipate
NJWA Summer Ensembles

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) pro-
vides opportunities for musicians of
all ages to participate in a summer
ensemble performance experience.

Those who play violin, viola, cello
and bass, and know the first position
on all strings, may choose to join the
Summer Strings.

Rehearsals for this program will be
held on Tuesdays, June 26, July 3, 10
and 17, on Wednesday, July 18, and
Thursdays, July 5 and 12, from 6:30
until 7:15 p.m., at Temple Emanu-El,
located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

An additional rehearsal will be held
on Monday, July 23, at Zion Lutheran
Church at 559 Raritan Road in Clark,
where the final concert will be held
the following evening.

Musicians who play brass, percus-
sion, strings and woodwinds, and have
one year of ensemble playing experi-
ence, may elect to join the Summer
Symphony Orchestra.

Rehearsals will be held on the same
dates as above, from 7:30 until 9 p.m.,
also at Temple Emanu-El. The Summer
Symphony Orchestra concert will be
held on July 24 at Zion Lutheran Church.

Tuition for each NJWA summer
ensemble is $100 for Music Studio
students and $125 for non-Music Stu-
dio students. All musicians must bring
a music stand to rehearsal.

Janet Lyman, instructor at the NJWA

Music Studio, will conduct these
NJWA summer ensembles. Ms.
Lyman, who holds both a bachelor’s
and master’s degree from the Manhat-
tan School of Music, is a faculty mem-
ber in the Tenafly school system.

Founder and conductor of the
Tenafly Symphony Orchestra, she is
also music director at Zion Lutheran
Church, where she established a brass
and string ensemble and conducts
both the adult and youth chorus there.

The Summer Strings and Summer
Symphony Orchestra are divisions of
the NJWA. To register for the sum-
mer ensembles, call (908) 789-9696
or visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. To
view other NJWA programs, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

The 2007 Teen Arts
Exhibit Begins Tour

SPRINGFIELD – The 2007 Teen
Arts Traveling Exhibit will begin this
year’s tour at the Springfield Public
Library, located at 66 Mountain Av-
enue in Springfield. The exhibit will
be on display through May 31 during
regular library hours.

The Teen Arts exhibit consists of
75 pieces of art selected from more
than 600 visual art works shown at
the 2007 Union County Teen Arts
Festival, held in March at Union
County College. The Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs in the Department of Economic
Development administers the annual
event.

The exhibiting students are: Scot-
land Preston and Stephanie Cataldo

of Deerfield Elementary School in
Mountainside, Scotch Plains residents
Kevin Aubourg and Heather Pasko
from Union County Vo-Tech, Scotch
Plains resident and Hillcrest Acad-
emy South student Sayeed Dean and
Westfield students Bryan Chen and
Dan Mandelbaum from Edison Inter-
mediate School, Monica Sousa from
Beadleston High School and Kathia
Salguero from Hillcrest Academy
North.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth
or call (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay
service users should call 711 or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Arts Assoc. Announces
Members’ Show Winners

SCOTCH PLAINS –Following a
Saturday, April 28 reception to meet
the artists in the downstairs gallery of
the Scotch Plains Library, Marjorie
McConnell, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood Arts Association president,
announced the winning entries in the
association’s Annual Members’ Show.

Ms. McConnell presented the “Best
in Show” award to Steve Tomczyk for
his oil painting “Street Scene.”

The winning entry in the oil and
acrylic category went to Marie Gerus
for “Bouquet.” Second place went to
Judith White Colon for “Purple Moun-
tain Majesty” and third place to Mary
Claire Hahn for “Dress Rehearsal
Doubts.”

Ms. McConnell award honorable
mentions to Judith White Colon for
“George Washington” and Ruth Obeid
for “Tropical Gem.” In the Junior
category, Roman Gerus won third
place for “Spring Song.”

In the watercolor category, Betsy
Ruff took first place and Ms.
McConnell received honorable men-
tion for “Tiger Tiger.”

Paula Pearl won first place in the
pastel category for “Golden Field,”
second place went to Marion Derrett
for “Glendalough, Ireland” and third

place was awarded to Ken Malpas for
“Jocelyn.” Honorable mention went
to Marion Derrett for “Steaming Cof-
fee.”

First place in the Graphic category
went to Steven Willis and second
went to Rachel Westernik for “Birth-
day Bear.” Marjorie McConnell re-
ceived honorable mention for her
“Dragon’s portrait,” and Steven Willis
for an unnamed entry.

Top honors in the photography cat-
egory went to Connie Pinkowski for
her photograph “Colors of the sea.”
Second place went to Peter Hovanec
for “Harvest Time.”

First place in the crafts category
went to Ms. McConnell for her sculp-
ture “Przewalski Unicorn” and sec-
ond place was awarded to Joan
Westnik for her stained glass “Danc-
ing feet.” Honorable mentions were
awarded to Paula Pearl for her “Flora
and Fauna” and to Ms. McConnell
for her batique “Iguana and Bananas.”

The program is sponsored by the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts As-
sociation. The public is invited to
attend the association’s free art dem-
onstrations. For more information,
contact Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-
5438.

CLEVER MINDS…Students artists
display some of their clever creations
from last July’s Westfield Summer
Workshop.

WSO’s Butterfly Lovers’
Marries Eastern, Western

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — When I was a
little boy I would listen as my older
sister spent hours practicing her vio-
lin. The music she mastered gave me
a hint of the beauty the string instru-
ment could produce in the right hands.

Xiang Gao has a pair of those hands.
Saturday night he made his 1699 Ital-
ian Stradivarius violin, named “Lady
Tennan,t” sing for a packed hall at the
season finale of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) at Westfield’s
Temple Emanu-El, performing “The
Butterfly Lovers’ Violin Concerto,” a
Chinese fusion piece composed in
1958 that marries
traditional eastern
m o v e m e n t s
through a violin
solo with a west-
ern orchestra.

The piece was
written by two
Chinese conduc-
tors, Chen Gang
and He Zhanhao,
and has been
hailed as one of the
most influential musical works to
come out of China.

Mr. Gao, joined by the WSO and
the Chinese American Music En-
semble, the Hua Xia Chorus, Xiafeng
Arts Choir and the Zhiyin Chorus,
brought the story of the two separated
lovers reunited in death into a master-
ful interpretation of the classic work.

The performance brought the sold-
out audience on a trip to the Far East on
butterfly wings and soaring melodies.

“It was just beautiful. One of the
most wonderful concerts I have
heard,” Ta-Men Chen, a resident of
Edison, said. “I have heard the music
on tape. But to hear it done by such a
great performer is wonderful.”

Ms. Chen came to the temple with
a small group of friends to hear one of
their favorite Chinese works.

Ingrid Liang said she was excited
to hear the composition performed
by the renowned Mr. Gao. “To hear
the work done by such a great talent
is a special gift,” she said.

Mr. Gao was born in China to a

mother and father who both played the
violin and encouraged their son to pick
up the instrument at the age of 8. He has
since become one of the most recog-
nized Chinese violinists in the world
and has been labeled by The New York
Times as a “rare and soulful virtuoso.”

Mr. Gao said, “The people of China
are extremely musical people and
eager to communicate more effec-
tively through music.

“In that aspect,” he added, “we are
cultural ambassadors bringing beau-
tiful music from China to a western
audience.”

Mr. Gao came to America when he
was 18 and settled in Michigan, where

he developed a
second love for the
University of
Michigan’s Wol-
verine football
team.

“Living here in
the U.S. is wonder-
ful in many differ-
ent ways,” Mr. Gao
said. “That is why
‘The Butterfly
Lovers’ is such a

perfect piece to illustrate the wonder-
ful differences in traditional Chinese
music and Western compositions.”

The concerto uses influences from
the Chinese two-string instrument,
the Erhu, as a foundation for the vio-
lin solo, while the orchestra draws
from western fundamentals.

The performance of the Chinese
classic was the final concert for the
WSO’s 2006-2007 season, which fea-
tured such performances as the “Songs
From The Orient” concert, “Valen-
tine-Asian Style” and “East Meets
West…Meets North.”

David Wroe, the musical director
of the WSO, did a masterful job of
bringing the two musical forces to-
gether in a flawless performance of
“The Butterfly Lovers’ Concerto.”

Mr. Wroe also led the orchestra and
choir through the night’s other pre-
sentations, including a performance
of Giacomo Puccinis’ Messa Di
Gloria, featuring Tenor Darren Ander-
son and Baritone Daeson No, and
Mozart’s “Prague” Symphony.

Theresa MacDonnell,
French Horn-Brass Section, WSO


