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READERS I AM…Linda Steele’s kindergarten class at Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield celebrated the 50th birthday of “The Cat in The Hat.” “Dr.
Suess Day” kicked off a read-a-thon, where Tamaques students surpassed last
year’s 28,000 minutes and read for 29,618 minutes. Chairpersons Corey Jung and
Dominique Trott collected $3,017, which was donated to Harrison School in
Roselle to help fill its library with needed books.

MEL DONE…Melissa Barat, a senior student from Elizabeth, presents her
artwork as it is displayed at Union Catholic (UC) High School in Scotch Plains.
Melissa, or “Mel” as she was known at UC, will attend The Maryland Institute
College of Art in the fall and plans on pursuing a career in communication arts.
She was awarded an academic honors scholarship as well as a trustee award.

WHS Keeps Memory
Of Barbara Flynn Alive

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The memory of a
beloved Westfield High School
(WHS) art teacher, who passed away
in January, will be kept alive in the
creativity of six WHS students who
will each receive a scholarship estab-
lished in her name.

Three Barbara Flynn Memorial
Scholarships will be awarded in 2007
and three in 2008.

The Fine Arts
Department of the
Westfield Public
Schools (WPS),
the Westfield Art
A s s o c i a t i o n
(WAA) and the
Westfield Coali-
tion for the Arts
(WCA) created
these awards in
memory of the
former ceramics
and graphic design
teacher who taught
at WHS for ap-
proximately 20 years.

One of the scholarships will be
awarded to a student pursuing a de-
gree in Art Education.

The other two scholarships will be
given to students demonstrating pro-
ficiency in the fine arts – theatre, set
design, ceramics or another of the
WHS arts curriculum.

A Fine Arts Department Commit-
tee will choose the students. Criteria
include a passion for the arts as dem-
onstrated by excelling and active par-
ticipation in the arts and financial
need.

Mrs. Flynn held a Bachelors of
Arts degree in Art Education from
Montclair State University and a
Master of Arts degree with an empha-
sis on Educational Technology from
the New Jersey City University in
Jersey City.

Prior to teaching in Westfield, she
taught for many years in Hillside.

“My wife loved teaching art, and
she loved her students,” said Mrs.
Flynn’s husband, David. “She saw a

love of learning
and art as being a
good marriage,” he
continued.

According to
her supervisor, Dr.
Linda King, Mrs.
Flynn taught
crafts, foundations
and drawing at
WHS, and she was
instrumental in
bringing a new
graphics course to
the school.

While at WHS,
Mrs. Flynn also oversaw the rede-
signs of the art rooms, which were
part of the recent WHS renovation,
and she served as advisor to the Set
Design Club and technical advisor
for the Art Club.

Mrs. Flynn also served as an of-
ficer of the Westfield Education As-
sociation for the last 10 years, ac-
cording to Dr. King.

“The legacy she leaves behind is
visible throughout the school,” noted
Dr. King.

A gifted photographer, Mrs. Flynn
was also a lover of all the arts, includ-
ing music, and combined her love of
photography and music by photo-
graphing the WHS Fall Drama and
Spring Musical shows.

Mrs. Flynn was a member of the
National Art Education Association
and the Art Educators of New Jersey.

A resident of Westfield for 35 years,
Mrs. Flynn is also survived by a daugh-
ter, Lauren, who will join Mr. Flynn
later this month in presenting the schol-
arship winners with their awards.

“I’m pleased to participate in the
process of creating these scholarships,
and I look forward to presenting them
to honor the memory of my wife, who
was passionate about both teaching
art and being a teacher at WHS,” said
Mr. Flynn.

Anyone wishing to contribute to
The Barbara Flynn Memorial Schol-
arship can send a check payable to the
WEA Philanthropic Fund, c/o Dr.
Linda King, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Magnet Schools Offered
Me Greater Opportunities

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

By ELENA TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What seemed like thousands of
people were crowded into half of the
Garden State Exhibit Center, and they
were all sitting on folding chairs. Ten
students in red blazers stood on a
stage, their arms weighed down with
medals. For two hours, many differ-
ent categories had been announced
and had received their prizes.

We had been up since 4:30 a.m. for
the bus ride, and we had been com-
peting all day. We finally saw the
category “Quizbowl” up on the screen.
“Third place,” the man announced,
“goes to Union County Vocational
Technical Schools!”

It is at times like these when I am
thankful I decided to go to UCMHS
(Union County Magnet High School,
or Magnet for short). Though decid-
ing to go there was difficult, and I left
much behind, there are many advan-
tages to attending Magnet.

The SkillsUSA New Jersey State
Championships, described above, are
set up by an organization, SkillsUSA,
that deals chiefly with vocational–tech-
nical schools and organizations. If I
had attended WHS, I probably would
not have competed because I would
not have known about it. However,
Magnet has other advantages, such as
the feel of a private school, having a
diverse student body in each school,
and having many schools in campus.

Magnet has advantages of a private
school setting, but without the ex-
penses. My class has about 70 stu-
dents, and in total Magnet has less
than 400 kids. Because of this, one
teacher teaches most classes.

At each grade level, there is one
English and one history teacher. The
class sizes are kept small. The largest
class that I’ve had contained around
24 students, which is much less than

most public schools can boast for
their largest class.

Also, there are students from all
over the county in your school. If I
had gone to WHS, I would have only
met people and had friends from
Westfield.

Now, I have friends from Westfield,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Cranford, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Clark and many other towns. This
makes the group of friends more in-
teresting, since we all have different
backgrounds and live in different ar-
eas of the county.

Any time I go over to one of my
friends’ houses, I get to see a different
area of Union County that I might not
have seen before. We have all had
different middle-school experiences.

There are students from all differ-
ent schools on the campus. Again,
this makes for a different experience
because you get to meet people with
all different backgrounds.

There are kids in AIT (Academy
for Information Technology), who
want to work with computers, stu-
dents in Allied Health who want to
work in health professions and people
in UC Tech who are studying cosme-
tology. Also on the UCVTS campus
is the Police Academy, but that is
more self-contained.

By deciding to go to Magnet, I gave
myself more opportunities. Though
only eighth graders can apply and
only a certain amount of students are
accepted, it is worthwhile for anyone
who is interested to check out any
school on the UCVTS campus.

By so doing, they are opening them-
selves up to a wide variety of oppor-
tunities and experiences they would
not receive otherwise in a regular
public high school.

Elena, from Westfield, attends the
Union County Magnet School.

Alpha Sigma Nu Elects
Fanwood’s Cavanagh
FANWOOD – Jessica Cavanagh

of Fanwood, a member of the class of
2008 at Loyola College, has been
elected for membership in Alpha
Sigma Nu, the honor society of Jesuit
institutions of higher learning.

Alpha Sigma Nu, founded in 1915
at Marquette University, honors a
select number of students each year
on the basis of scholarship, loyalty
and service.

Barbara Flynn

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield
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221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

RWJ Rahway Fitness & Wellness Center,the most comprehensive fitness and wellness center around.

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.  Scotch Plains  (908) 232-6100
Open Mon. thru Fri. 5 am to 11 pm, Sat. & Sun. 7 am to 7 pm

state of the art strength and cardiovascular equipment…
a pristine three pool aquatic center…
a highly educated, friendly, responsive, staff…
an extensive group exercise program…
specialty health lectures, screenings, programs, & classes…

♦  150 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week

♦ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy & Spa Pools

♦  Personalized Programs
♦ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
♦ Nurses
♦  Medical Advisory Board

♦ Full Service Day Spa
♦ Child Care
♦ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
♦ Sauna & Steamroom
♦ Aqua Therapy
♦ Physical/Occupational Therapy
♦ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
♦ Cooking Classroom
♦ Healthy Café

♦ Treadmills
♦ Stair Steppers
♦ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
♦ Ellipticals
♦ Rowers
♦ Free Weights
♦ Selectorized Equipment
♦ Pilates Reformers
♦ Cybex
♦ Stretch Stations

♦ FreeMotion
♦ TechnoGym
♦ Kinesis
♦ HammerStrength
♦ Keiser
♦ LifeFitness
♦ Precor
♦ BodyMasters,
and much more..

♦ Healthy Cooking Classes
♦ Nutritional Counseling
♦ Registered Dietician
♦ Adolescent Programs
♦ Speakers Bureau
♦ AED/CPR Training
♦ Physician Lectures
♦ Diabetes Education
♦ Health Screenings
♦ Stress Management

♦ Variety of Weight
Management Courses

♦ Wellness Health Fairs
♦ Youth Programs
♦ Parent & Me
♦ Swim Instruction
♦ Lifesaving Training

FEATURES & AMENITIES: STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT:
EDUCATIONAL LECTURES & PROGRAMS /
SPECIALTY PROGRAMS:


