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CORNACCHIA RAPS 2-RUN HR; GOINES 2 HITS, 2 RBI

Raiders Plate 3 in 7th, Shock
Lady Farmers in Softball, 5-4
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Katie Cornacchia whacked a tworun homer and Steph Goines doubled
in the winning run in the bottom of
the seventh inning to give the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School softball team a 5-4 victory over visiting
13-3 Union on May 4. The Farmers
entered the game on a high note after
nipping Westfield, 1-0, the day before and the Raiders were nursing
their wounds after a 3-2 loss to
Cranford but were hoping for a rapid
recovery.
Trailing 4-2 entering the bottom of
the seventh, Jess Khan sliced a leadoff triple to right to give the Raiders a
glow of sunlight. After an unassisted
ground out, Cornacchia smacked her
two-run shot down the right field line
to tie the game then Co-Captain Jillian
Lusk (1-for-3) took a pitch on the arm
to earn a free trip to first. Goines, who
also had an RBI triple in the first,
drilled her double to right and Lusk
rounded the bases to score the winning run.
Do to a multitude of occurrences
throughout the season, including a

season-ending injury to Co-Captain/
shortstop Nicole Colineri, the 12-4
Raiders have constantly had to rearrange their defense but seemed to
adjust well to the challenges.
“With Nicole out, even with the
changes, everyone is getting up even
more. We tell the guys we just have to
come out and play our game,” said
Lusk who added. “We were (mentally) down because of the two-run
lead that they had but we just kept the
morale up, kept the intensity level
and it paid off in the end.”
“We have been handed something
different every game. Someone is either out sick or we have a band trip.
Whatever it is, they just play their
game. I feel great about these girls.
They always give 110 percent. I’m just
happy that it paid off for them,” said
Raider Head Coach Kelly Covert.
The Raiders took a 2-0 lead in the
first inning. Kelly Cianciotta beat out
an infield single, Cornnachia moved
her to second with a bunt and Goines
hammered an RBI triple to right. Nikki
Mineo (2-for-3) plopped an RBI
single over the second baseman’s
head. Pitcher Brianne Mahoney also

singled and stole a base in the inning.
Raider Rachel Parker contributed a
single in the sixth.
In the fifth, Farmer Jodie Hall
hopped a single to right and Celeste
Schimmer dropped a single over first
then Jess Goncalves tied the game
with a two-run double to center. In the
sixth, Hanna Gross singled and Hall
hit an RBI double then, in the top of
the seventh, Marissa Torr looped a
spinning double to right and later
scored the fourth Union run on a pair
of errors.
“They don’t lose their heads. We
came out on top first. We didn’t relax
but they (Union) got their runs. They
got ahead of us. We still didn’t stop.
We knew what we had to do. Seventh
inning! They were swinging the bats.
They wanted to win. In our minds, we
had them all the way,” said a grinning
Covert. “If we bring the intensity,
chances are we were going to win. We
came off a loss with Union just last
week. It was another close game. It’s
the mentality of our girls. We were
not going to just give up on it.”
Union
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOING HER PART SETTING A WHS RECORD…Kim Legones, W, ran the leadoff leg of the 4x1,600 for the Blue Devil
foursome who set a (WHS) record when they finished second with a time of 22:13. The previous WHS record of 22:47 was
set in 1996.

RAIDERS SET DMR RECORD, DEVILS 4 WHS RECORDS

Raiders Place 3rd, Devils 4th
At Union County Girls Relays
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DANGEROUS WITH THE METAL STICK…Raider Nikki Mineo, who went 2-for-3, smacked an RBI single past the
second baseman in the first inning against Union. The Raiders won, 5-4.

Raiders Cassy Valdes, Danielle
Vena, Kim Appezzato and Brittney
Veeck set a meet record in the distance medley relay and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls,
minus a few competitors, placed third
in the Union County Relays with a
total of 53 at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield on May 5. Cranford won
with 77 points, Summit was second at
69 and Westfield tied for fourth with
Union at 50. Union Catholic (Vikings) took sixth at 43.
Valdes ran a personal best (PB)
3:49.3 leadoff 1,200 leg. Vena ran her
400 leg in 63.3 followed by Appezzato
(800) at 2:25.4 and Veeck (1,600) at
5:14.1 for a total time of 12:31.9 to
top the previous record of 12:38.6 set
by Governor Livingston in 2003. Blue
Devils Rose Driscoll (3:55.77), Lisa
Nehring (1:04.5), Christina Obiajulu
(2:28.81) and Kim Legones (5:27.9 –
PB) crossed third at 12:57.
“This has been our strongest relay
on the track all year. We knew Summit would be tough but we were ready
to go. The key was Cassy running a
huge PR,” said Raider Head Coach
Jeff Koegel.
Legones (5:31 – PR), Nehring (5:21
– PR), Aileen Grogan (5:49) and Ayn
Wisler (5:30) set a Westfield High

School (WHS) record when they finished second behind Summit in the
4x1,600 meters with a time of 22:13.
The previous WHS record of 22:47
was set in 1996.
“Lisa took 19 seconds off her PR
today,” said Blue Devil distance coach
Jen Buccino. “They were excited when
we came into this thinking we were
going for the record. They were trying
to go for the win too. We figured, if we
got one we might get the other.”
Placing second behind Summit,
Blue Devils Cat Cognetti, Driscoll,
Aileen Grogan and Nehring set a WHS
record 9:51.3 in the 4x800. Raiders
Valdes, Cathy Harley, Appezzato and
Veeck finished third at 9:51.4. The
Vikings took sixth at 10:07.5. Vikings Kaity Eppinger, Tiara Brown
and Danielle Hoff won the high jump
with a height of 14’8” followed by
Blue Devils Christa Ricci (5 feet –
PR), Emily Perry and Obiajulu at a
WHS record 14’6”. The Raiders took
fifth at 13’4”.
Vikings Alisa Harris, Genesis
Fulmer and Kate Ryan crossed first in
the 400 hurdles with a time of 3:24.2
and Blue Devils Tessa Schaaf,
Marlena Sheridan and Neha Limaye
placed fourth with a WHS record
time of 3:35.7. Claire Stevens-Haas
(8’6” – PR) and Vicky Attanasio
placed third in the pole vault with a

WHS record 16 feet.
Raiders Carlaya Jones, Lauryn
Adams and Erin Rossi took top honors in the shot put with a distance of
104’3.25”. The same trio took top
honors in the discus with a distance of
316’7”. Jones had a PR toss of 129’9”
in the discus
“The girls are always overshadowed by the boys but they are putting
it together. They are doing their own
thing. Adams is staying consistent
over 100 (feet in discus) and over 35
feet (shot). They feed off each other,
the boys and the girls,” commented
Raider field coach Ken Hernandez.
Blue Devils Schaaf, Erica
Ammermuller, Wisler and Obiajulu
crossed third at 4:07.1 in the 4x400
that was won by the Vikings at 4:04.4.
Raiders Amanda Bobyack, Tina
Olsson and Whitney Adams took second in the long jump with a distance
of 45’8.75”. Whitney Adams and Kim
Shelus took fifth in the triple jump
with a distance of 63’5.75”.
Blue Devils Ammermuller, Amanda
Garfinkel, Cognetti and Wisler placed
fourth in the sprint medley with a time
of 4:24.7 followed by the Raiders at
4:27.8. The Vikings took third in the
4x200 at 1:45.5, fourth in the shuttle
hurdles at 1:07.9 and fifth in the 4x100
at 50.0. The Raiders took sixth in the
4x200 at 1:48.3.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
BUY FOR $1,829/MO.

BUY FOR $1,767/MO.

FANWOOD

CHARMING CAPE

$399,900

Absolutely charming 4 bedroom Cape with lots of updates, some hardwood floors, partially finished basement,
new kitchen, bath and newer furnace and CAC. Flexible floor plan with use of a bedroom as an office/den.
Beautiful garden with gold fish pond. Seven minute walk to train, close to park & town. (052111164)

FANWOOD

SPACIOUS COLONIAL

BUY FOR $1,855/MO.

$414,000

Wonderful first home or a commuter’s dream, just steps from the Fanwood Train Station. Come see this
lovely 3 bedroom, 1 bath Colonial with spacious living room, dining room and a fenced-in backyard.
Don’t wait if location, transportation and charm are on your list. (052111249)

BUY FOR $3,441/MO.

WESTFIELD

CENTER ENTRY COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS

COZY CAPE

$420,000

Move-in Cape Cod with 2 bedrooms up and 2 bedrooms down, with a bathroom on each floor. This home
includes many updates, including a hot water heater, upgraded 200 amp service, furnace, Bilco doors &
carpet. The cozy home is convenient to the elementary, middle & high school, as well as NYC transportation
and all major highways. A commuter’s delight. (052111245)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

$779,000

This distinctive Center Entry Colonial boasts the very best of classic detail combined with graceful and
spacious sunlit floor plan. Set on a wonderful 75 x 175 property on a tree-lined street, yet moments from
shops, schools, NY transportation & recreation. (052111221)

SCOTCH PLAINS

CUSTOM BUILT

$879,000

Distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous
attention to detail. The impeccable design offers a dignified residence with a sensible flow to suit your
family’s lifestyle. Located moments from schools, NY transp., shops & recreation, this elegant home
features a grand center entry foyer, designer kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite countertops,
spectacular family room w/surround sound system & wood burning stone fireplace, formal living & dining
rooms w/parquet flooring, 4 generous bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, beautifully finished basement & more. The
property boasts nearly 1 acre of lush professional landscaping, a free form in-ground pool complete with
heater & filter, and a 200 SF paver patio. (052NEW)

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000
SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed
level of excellence. This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his &
her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half
baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with
fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented
with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry and a butler’s pantry adjoining an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete this
classic with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more. Work with the
builder now to make this house your home! Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283 (052001359)

weichert.com
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment. The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%. Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years. The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000. The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps. At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Interest rates quoted are as of 4/20/07 and subject to change. As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

