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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

WF Parking Committee
Extends Night-Owl Parking

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – During the Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee report given on April 24,
Mark Ciarrocca, committee chairman
and third-ward councilman, discussed
new policies to extend night-owl
(downtown overnight) parking to back
to 4:30 p.m. and change the employee-
parking transfer policy.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana, a previous committee chair-
man, said Mr. Ciarrocca “solved the
two biggest concerns of property
owners and residential tenants.”

As currently constituted, Mr.
Ciarrocca said, people who utilize
the night-owl parking in lot 4 (off
Elm Street or Mountain Avenue be-
hind Baron’s Drug Store) and return
home around 4:30 or 5 p.m., have to
move their cars to the designated
night-owl spots at 7 p.m. Now, they
will be able to park in that designated
zone at 4:30 p.m. He said the exten-
sion was made to “improve the user-
friendliness of the parking.”

Separately, regarding employee
parking spots, he said, “the building
owners do not have the parking per-
mits; the employees do. One of the
ideas that came out of Sal’s (Caruana)
meeting with the DWC (Downtown
Westfield Corp.) was to give the prop-
erty owner, for employees who leave,

a 90-day right of first refusal, so that
a permit can be transferred to a new
employee. That makes it a lot more
user-friendly for the property owners
and business owners.”

Mr. Caruana thanked Mr. Ciarrocca
for the work he and his committee did.

He said, in terms of employee park-
ing, the changes represented a “very
positive improvement for property
owners.”

He added, “In the past, if a property
owner lost a tenant and that property
owner didn’t have on-site parking
and is trying to fill his space…they’d
have a major handicap (because) they
had no parking to offer. We’ve opened
a window for the property owner to
stay in touch with those permits.”

He said the three-month timeframe
in which an owner could use the park-
ing as a “selling tool in order to re-rent
that space” was a “reasonable period.”

“A vacant space is not something
that helps the economic welfare of
the community,” he said.

Ideas for changes resulted from meet-
ings held by a parking subcommittee of
the DWC co-led by DWC Chairman
David Martone and Mr. Caruana. Mr.
Martone told The Westfield Leader and
The Times, “When we make a decision,
it can’t be done overnight. It tends to
have a domino effect. We’re all work-
ing towards positive solutions and I’m
confident in the process.”

Bramnick In Line to
Move Up In Leadership

Both politicsnj.com and Politifax
reported last week that Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick of Westfield (LD-
21) is likely to be named minority
whip, the third highest leadership
position in the Republican caucus in
Trenton behind Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce (LD-26, Morris) and Con-
ference Leader Peter Biondi (LD-16,
Somerset). Mr. Bramnick, who would
replace the retiring Francis Blee (LD-
2, Atlantic), has served in the Assem-
bly since February of 2003. He is
currently the assistant whip.

Hern Charges Mayor
Violated Sunshine Law

New Providence Councilman J.
Brooke Hern has charged that Mayor
John Thoms violated the state’s Sun-
shine Law by closing the April 23 coun-
cil meeting to review a proposal for an
assisted-living facility in an area zoned
for commercial use, according to The
Star Ledger. Mayor Thoms said the
discussions involved possible contrac-
tual issues and thus could not be re-
viewed in open session. Mr. Hern is a
former Democrat turned Republican
who ran with former Westfield mayor
Tom Jardim for State Assembly in 2001.
Mr. Thoms was elected the borough’s
new mayor in November after Allen
Morgan opted not to seek re-election.

Sen. Kennedy to Probe
Student-Aid Authority

As part of national investigation into
ties between the student-loan industry
and college financial aid officers, U.S.
Senator Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) is in-
vestigating evidence that shows lend-
ers paid the New Jersey Higher Educa-
tion Student Assistance Authority
(NJHESAA) to market their products
to schools, according to The Star Led-
ger. “The law established guaranty
agencies to be impartial and unbiased

guardians of student interests, oversee-
ing the conduct of private lenders in the
federally guaranteed loan program.
Contracts like these present a serious
conflict of interest and compromise the
agencies’ neutrality,” Mr. Kennedy said.

State Attorney General Stuart Rabner
said he issued subpoenas to NJHESAA,
as well as 61 colleges and universities
and 17 student-loan providers, based
on the federal investigation.

Gov. Corzine Returns
To Work After Accident

Governor Jon Corzine returned to
work on Monday following his car
accident three weeks ago on the Gar-
den State Parkway in South Jersey.
Mr. Corzine said he paid the $46
summons for not wearing a seatbelt.
He will work out of Drumthwacket,
the governor’s residence in Princeton,
for at least another month, according
to news reports.

Thompson to Make
Decision By July

Actor and former United States
Fred Thompson from Tennessee will
make his decision on whether to
launch a Presidential bid for the GOP
nomination by June or July, National
Public radio (NPR) reported over the
weekend. GOP candidates held their
first debate last week in California.

McCain Selects Chairs
For Jersey Campaign

The U.S. Senator John McCain’s
presidential campaign announced last
Thursday in a press release that Keith
Davis of Atlantic County, Rick
DeMichele of Camden County, and
Rita Shade of Salem County will lead
the Arizona senator’s campaign in New
Jersey. Mr. Davis was elected chairman
of the Atlantic County Republican Party
in 2006. Mr. DeMichele is Camden
County Republican chairman, while
Ms. Shade served as the Salem County
GOP chairwoman from 2002 to 2006.

UCESC Names Fair Haven
Schools Chief Superintendent

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — After breaking
for an executive session to discuss
the appointment and contract of the
superintendent position, Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission (UCESC) Acting Superin-
tendent Edward Hartnett announced
Wednesday the appointment of Wil-
liam Presutti as the new superinten-
dent.

Mr. Presutti received a standing
ovation from board members. His
position will become effective July 1,
with his contract continuing through
July 30, 2011.

“My first challenge will be getting
to know people,” Mr. Presutti told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, stating that
he plans to begin his role as superin-
tendent by building relationships with
the people and programs with whom
he will work closely.

Board members also applauded Mr.
Hartnett for his time spent with the
commission. “My pleasure,” he said.
Mr. Hartnett returned from retirement
in an acting capacity due to the illness
of former superintendent William
Petrino.

Mr. Presutti comes to the UCESC
from the Fair Haven Public Schools,
where he has been superintendent of
schools for the past eight and a half
years. He was previously a chief
school administrator for Roosevelt
Public School in western Monmouth
County. He also served as principal
of the Regional Day School in
Millburn and is an adjunct professor
at Fairleigh Dickinson University in
the Department of Learning Disabili-
ties.

He holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Psychology from the Uni-
versity of Scranton in Pennsylvania
and a Master of Science Degree in
Special Education from the Central
Connecticut State University.

In other UCESC board business,
Mr. Hartnett announced that
Elizabethtown Gas would fund the
“See Program,” a program that fo-
cuses on teaching children apprecia-
tion for the earth, in the amount of
$15,000 for 20 children. Ten students
from Westlake School and 10 stu-
dents from Hillcrest Academy/South
will participate. During the program,

students will lease cameras to use on
photography field trips. The black-
and-white photographs taken on these
trips will ultimately be displayed in
an exhibit, which will be hosted by
Elizabethtown Gas.

Mr. Hartnett explained that he took
Timothy Williams, a representative
from Elizabethtown Gas, on a tour
of the Crossroads School. “He was
so impressed with the children and
with the quality of the instruction
taking place that he endorsed taking
the See Program to the commission,”
he said.

“This program really gives an op-
portunity for youngsters to excel,”
said Clark representative Lorraine
Aklonis, who saw the program in
action in the Rahway School District,
where she works. “I applaud you for
looking towards Elizabethtown for
the funding and I look forward to
seeing the results,” she said.

In other news, Mr. Hartnett said in
his monthly report that graduation
for the commission’s schools and pro-
grams has been rescheduled for Thurs-
day, June 21, due to school closings
on April 16 for inclement weather.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow, Trinitas Hospital’s De-
partment of Behavioral Health and
the New Jersey Chapter for the BMW
Car Club of America, Inc. were hon-
orees at the Union County Educa-
tional Services Foundation’s annual
dinner held on April 26.

“They were appreciative of the rec-
ognition,” said Mr. Hartnett, “Get-
ting the right nominees brings out
more people. It was just a wonderful
event.” The foundation sold 220 tick-
ets; proceeds will go towards pro-
grams in the commission’s schools.

The commission approved a mo-
tion to authorize the superintendent
to submit an application to run a sum-
mer program at Crossroads School
from July 2 until August 1, at the rate
of $3,900 per student.

Board members from Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Garwood,
Hillside, Kenilworth, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Westfield, Winfield Park and Union
County Vo-Tech attended the meet-
ing. The commission will hold its
next meeting on Wednesday, June 6,
following a buffet dinner, at which its
end of the year report will be read.

Kimberly Broadwell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VOLUNTEER OF YEAR…Robert Kraus was honored last Wednesday as the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club Volunteer of the Year. Pictured, from left to
right, are: William, Karen, Carol and Robert Kraus, Kathryn Kraus-Bolks and
Sean Bolks.

Rotary Names Robert Kraus
2007 Volunteer of Year

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Donning vari-
ous red garments, more than 240
guests assembled to honor and show
their support for Robert Kraus, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
Volunteer of the Year, last week. The
event, held on May 2 at Pantagis
Renaissance Restaurant, recognized
the many accomplishments of Mr.
Kraus, nicknamed “Rutgers Bob,” a
40-year resident of Fanwood and loyal
Rutgers fan since 1961.

He was presented with the Carol
Ward Memorial Volunteer Award,
named after the late former president
of the Rotary Club, Fanwood coun-
cilwoman, 2001 volunteer award re-
cipient and friend to Mr. Kraus; Ms.
Ward passed away four years ago.

Karin Dreixler, executive director
of the Fanwood Scotch Plains YMCA,
said Mr. Kraus has served the “Y”
“for 38 years and counting.” She noted
that Mr. Kraus was involved in four
successful capital campaigns along
with his current post as chairman of
the organization’s board of trustees.

Mr. Kraus’s volunteer activities
include serving the “Y” since 1969,
serving as the chairman of the board
of directors since 1988. He has been
a Rotarian since 1988, serving as the
president in 1991 and 1992, and is
also a Rotary-Garbe Foundation
member  for which he has served as
president since 1994.

Mr. Kraus has served as a founding
member of the board of trustees of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House Inc. since 2005. He has volun-
teered for the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Scholarship Foundation, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Employment
Service, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Jaycees, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Soccer Association and Little League,
Fanwood Planning Board and the
Rutgers Association of Beta Theta Pi.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
said in honor of Mr. Kraus’ achieve-
ments in both the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood communities, May 10, 2007,
(Mr. Kraus’s birthday) would be named

Robert Kraus Day in the township.
The mayor said a proclamation honor-
ing Mr. Kraus’ successes and “positive
contributions” would be read at the
next township council meeting.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr also
read from a proclamation stating that
in Fanwood, May 2, 2007, was
deemed Robert Kraus Day.

“His numerous volunteer activities
have helped to improve the quality of
life in Fanwood and neighboring com-
munities,” Mayor Mahr said. “His
fingerprints seem to be everywhere
in Fanwood.”

Addressing the crowd, Ken Grispin,
who since 1971 worked alongside
Mr. Kraus at their law firm Leib,
Kraus, Grispin and Roth, said, “You
can judge a man by the friends he
makes and by the friends he keeps,”
noting the large attendance.

State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield), Scotch Plains
council members Paulette Coronato,
Nancy Malool and Kevin Glover,
Fanwood Councilwoman Donna
Dolce and former Fanwood mayors
Lou Jung, Marianne Connelly and
Ted Trumpp attended. Former SP-F
BOE member Tom Russo and current
member Warren McFall were present,
along with former council members
from Scotch Plains, Geri Samuel, and
Karen Schurtz, Robert McCarthy and
Van Dyke Pollitt, from Fanwood.

Mr. Kraus graduated the Rutgers
College for Men in 1961, where he
earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Sociology and a minor in Economics.
He graduated from Rutgers Law
School in 1964.

He has been married to Carol Kraus
for almost 46 years and has three
children, William, Karen and Kathryn,
and four grandchildren, Nicholas,
Maria, Julia and Daniel.

Mrs. Kraus said, “[The] Rotary’s
celebration last Wednesday night was
a wonderful tribute. Bob and his en-
tire family are deeply touched and
thank all involved.”

Mr. Kraus said, “The evening was
over the top. It was overwhelming
and truly appreciated.”

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

This is Spain’s first real challenge to great white burgundy.
This is a 100% verdejo done with moderate oak aging.  The

vines are among the rare ungrafted pre-phylloxera vines
left in the world.  Filled with mineral, peach, pear and green
apple, this is a palate full of surprise and delight.  The oak
and acid are perfectly balanced and they stay on the long
finish.  Try with the best seafood, including lobster.  This

quality from Burgundy would cost much more.

Vina Sila Rueda Verdejo Naiades
$29.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 05/16/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $54.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price

Finca Coronado

$29.99

Terrazzo Bianco

$8.99

Michel

Schlumberger

Cabernet Sauvignon

2002  $23.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

From the dry low yielding
plains, this 100%

Tempranillo is a revelation.
It has great length and

wonderful balance.  Filled
with dark cherry fruit and

small pepper and earth spice
tones.  It has enough

structural elements and firm
round tannins to make it a
perfect partner with a steak

from the grill.

This is an ideal summer
white.  From the Marche
region of Italy, it is made
from 80% verdicchio and
20% trebbiano.  It is light
and crisp with easy floral
notes and a sweet citrus

tone.  Refreshing in the heat,
with clean melon tones on
the finish.  Fish, shrimp,
chicken salad, or just the

back yard.

A classic very ripe Dry Creek
Valley Cabernet with the

addition of small amounts of
other traditional Bordeaux

grapes; merlot, malbec, cabernet
franc and petit verdot.  The

blending adds subtlety to the
big blackberry and cassis fruit to
go along with leather and cedar

tones that mark California
cabernet.  Try with serious

cheese or big food.


