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Taxpayers Must Hold County
Government Accountable

Letters to the Editor

Softball/Gold Ball Drop Event Raises
Over $34 K for Tri-County Red Cross

Since paying nearly $300 in early 2006
for the county to convert their check reg-
istry data base into a format that could be
transmitted electronically to the public,
the Union County Watchdog Association
has been requesting the county’s check
registry on a monthly basis and reviewing
their vouchers.

We then place OPRA requests for any
vouchers we think the public should have
further information on. We also publish
the registry on our website for free public
access. There hasn’t been a month that we
haven’t found some questionable spend-
ing item.

Last month, for the first time, we re-
ported to all elected municipal officials
our latest finding, a $930 catered staff
meeting which was held on December 22,
2006 but not processed until two months
after the meeting occurred. Since report-
ing this, we have been informed by the
county that there will now be an $8 an
hour service fee to retrieve back-up docu-
mentation for our monthly voucher in-
quiries.

This month, we asked for documenta-
tion on 35 vouchers and the county is
estimating that the fee will be $56 for an
employee to retrieve the documents.
Nearly all of this month’s requested vouch-
ers were for employee reimbursements
and travel expenses which totaled
$12,085.74, including: $1,112.78 reim-
bursed to the county manager; $519.78 to
the sheriff; $210.31 to the prosecutor.
Eleven vouchers totaling $3,857.02 paid
for refreshments including $1,773.75 for
gourmet dining c/o Kean; $42 was paid
for a cake for a “nutrition” meeting (I
couldn’t make this stuff up if I tried).
$1,200 was paid for indoor plants.

From a public relations standpoint even
I, who should be shock proof by now, find
it incredible that the county would have
the arrogance to charge the public $56 to
hand over this spending information.

In our last correspondence to elected
officials, we called for greater participa-
tion in holding Union County govern-
ment accountable to the people. We in-
formed them that in 2006 taxpayers picked
up a $10,510.83 tab for 27 freeholder

meeting refreshments. We have since
obtained the catering bill for the 2006
Music Fest that was originally withheld
from us. We previously reported that over
300 people attended the freeholders’ VIP
tent. The bill obtained shows that catering
was provided for 425 people at a cost to
taxpayers of $5,525. The bill for the VIP
tent alcohol hasn’t been provided to date.
The county has written that this was an in-
kind contribution and no documentation
has been offered as to whom the
contributor(s) were.

Imagine a town council participating
in these questionable spending sprees and
then attempting to charge a citizen watch-
dog group $8 an hour for the privilege of
explaining how they’re spending their
taxdollars.

Imagine further, a free concert in your
town and while residents are setting up
their lawn chairs in the mud, the town
council, along with 425 of their colleagues,
family and friends, are enjoying a $5,525
feast provided by the taxpayers in a VIP
tent equipped with “celebrity” port a pot-
ties and kegs of beer and cases of wine.

I’m sure the constituents and local
media would hold these municipal elected
officials accountable in a manner that
would be fast, quick, in-a-hurry and furi-
ous. Why does the media give county
government a free pass? It is apparently
beyond the scope of any one citizen, or
even the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, to hold county government ac-
countable for the $413 million taxdollars
they are currently spending annually.

County government takes almost as
much property tax money as towns do.
Some towns, such as Westfield and Sum-
mit, pay more property taxes to the county
than their town.

It is long past due for all good elected
men and women, no matter what your
party affiliation, to come to the aid of their
beleaguered tax-burdened residents and
demand accountability from a county
government that is clearly out of control
and unconnected to their residents.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Association

On behalf of the board of directors of
the Tri-County Chapter of the American
Red Cross, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank everyone for their partici-
pation in our first annual Charity Softball
Game/Golf Ball Drop Event. The softball
game took place at Warinanco Park in
Union County between staff and volun-
teers of our chapter and the staff of New
Jersey 101.5 FM.

The game was stopped in the middle of
the fourth inning and over 2,000 num-
bered golf balls were dropped onto the
field from the bucket at the end of a fire
truck’s extension ladder. Hamilton Slye
of Bridgewater Township was the owner
of the ball that landed closest to the flag-
pole and was the winner of the $5,000
grand prize. The second prize of $2,500
went to Bill Stigler and third prize of
$1,000 went to David Salm of Brooklyn,
N.Y.

The game was won by New Jersey
101.5 FM, but the Tri-County chapter
was also a winner as the event raised over
$34,000 for the chapter.

I would like to thank our major spon-
sors - We Collect Clothes for a Cause,
Schering-Plough, Elizabethtown Gas and
Commerce Bank of Scotch Plains - as

well as ShopRite of Clark, BJs Wholesale
of Watchung, Ray’s Sport Shop of North
Plainfield and Central Jersey Contractors
of Sayreville for their gifts that helped the
event to be a big success.

A special thanks to Jean Foley and Leo
Spirto of Union County Parks and Recre-
ation for the great accommodations and
Paul Mucha and the Roselle Fire Depart-
ment for being there to give us a big lift -
literally – to drop the balls.

And, of course, thanks to all of our
donors - old and new – who contributed to
our chapter by buying golf balls.

We could not have had a successful
event without all those who rose to the
occasion. And it is the giving of others
that allows the Tri-County Chapter of the
American Red Cross to rise to each and
every occasion when disaster strikes the
local community. I would like to remind
everyone that they can continue their gen-
erosity by visiting us at
www.tricountyredcross.org and making
a donation online and, perhaps, get a jump
on buying golf balls for next year’s “Great
Golf Ball Drop.”

Alan Karmin
Marketing

Red Cross Tri-County, Plainfield

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Father Fears Daughter’s Plans
For ‘American Idol’ Audition

A Frustrated Father Writes: My
19-year-old daughter is planning to
try out for the “American Idol” TV
show. I am very opposed to this popu-
lar program, which is insulting and
demeaning to the young artists who
appear before three judges, one of
whom appears drunk or in need of a
therapist, and another who is an in-
sulting and ego-destroying person.
How can I stop her from making a
fool of herself? She is a strong-willed
girl who thinks she is an excellent
singer (she is quite good) and wants
to prove she is a winner.

Answer: I’m not sure you can do
anything – nor should you. She is 19,
proud of her singing voice and wants
to take the opportunity to display her
talents and compete. I can appreciate
that you are a concerned parent who
does not want his daughter to (possi-
bly) be hurt and demeaned (I wouldn’t
worry about her making a fool of
herself). She knows the show and
knows the risks she is taking.

I do not like the “venomous” at-
tacks on those who compete, a true
demolishing of an ego. Still, I feel
your daughter has the right to decide
to participate. Let it be, and be there
for her if and when she “loses,” feels
rejected, etc. And be there if she is
jubilant and is one of the favorites.
Keep the faith!

A Newspaper Reader Writes: Have
you gone to the dogs? I read an article
about you in The Star-Ledger in which
you indicated that you perform dog
therapy. C’mon now, is this a fast way
to make an extra buck? I respect you
too much to believe that you would
advertise that you treat animals.

Answer: C’mon now; I think (I
know) you misread the article. Joan
Lowell Smith wrote an article about
me in her 3/04/07 column honoring
my work and my 40th year publica-
tion of this column; since Mrs. Smith
writes a Sunday column focusing on
animals in The Star-Ledger, we spoke
about situations in which dogs played
meaningful roles in some of my pa-

tients’ lives.
The interaction between the indi-

vidual and the dog is significant, and
the interaction among the patient,
therapist and dog was fun to describe.
I did receive several letters from read-
ers who criticized me because I did
not deal with the issue of grief, the
trauma when a pet is lost through
death, accidental desertion, etc. So
please re-read the article. I want to
thank the readers and Mrs. Joan Smith
for giving me the opportunity to dis-
cuss a dimension in the therapeutic
process that is often overlooked (And
no, I’m not going to the dogs).

An Angry Woman Writes: After
years of abuse from my husband, I
finally told him to get out. And do I feel
good! However, when he left, he tried
to make me feel guilty and insecure by
declaring that I will regret this. He
quoted a saying to emphasize his point:
“Absence makes the heart grow
fonder.” Is it true; will I miss him?

Answer: No, you will feel stronger
and move on. You may want to send
him an e-mail with this famous quote:
“Out of sight, out of mind.” Good luck.

Freeholders Have Appeared to Steal
Ruby Slippers from County Residents
In Grand Rapids someone made off

with the “Ruby Slippers” that Judy Gar-
land wore in The Wizard of OZ; it was
reported in the New York Daily News. The
size 6B red shoes were actually stolen
from a local museum in 2005. “The case
is still active,” Police Chief Leigh Serfling
said. The shoes’ owner, who had loaned
the famous footwear to the museum, told
ABC News, “When I heard they were
stolen, it was like the Earth fell from
beneath my feet.” When I related the
story to my son’s girlfriend, a movie
musical buff, her response was an alarmed,
“That’s just not right.”

There are certain things that are just a
part of our American culture that we seem
to possess an inborn respect for, like
mom, apple pie and, of course, the Ruby
Slippers. Then there are those non-tan-
gibles such as a respect for another’s
personal space, abiding by the Golden
Rule and the expectation that we respect
each other’s differing opinions/views. The
freedom to express how one feels about
an issue or a situation irregardless of who
you are is just a part of the “American
Way,” especially when it relates to our
government. After all, isn’t that what the
founding fathers had in mind?

An intentional ambush of those unspo-
ken tenets has been very obvious at the
most recent meetings of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, so obvious
in fact that it was the subject of a recent
editorial in the local Worrall Newspa-
pers. Rather than addressing what can be
called a quality of life issue presented by
county resident and activist Mrs. Tina
Renna, one freeholder has chosen to go
on a convoluted attack.

Not addressing the real issue, the avail-
ability of safe parking for residents wish-
ing to attend the public meetings, Free-
holder Daniel Sullivan, an Elizabeth resi-
dent, has feigned insult, pooh-poohing
the FBI crime stats for the city. Further,
the freeholder has twisted Mrs. Renna’s
words and the intent of her comments,
which was to question why directions to
the administration building and available
parking is not on the county website,
which would encourage public participa-
tion.

It must be noted that the closest county
lot, across the street, is enclosed by a
secured iron fence and off limits, and that
attendees must park about two blocks
away and traverse dimly lit, lonely side-
walks like sitting ducks in a shooting
gallery. Meanwhile, Mr. Sullivan has the
advantage of hopping in his vehicle in his
driveway and depositing it at the meeting
site in secured parking directly under the
administration building in a reserved spot
by the entrance, not setting foot on the
city’s turf, a point made by Mrs. Renna
and ignored by Mr. Sullivan. Instead,
during his closing comments, he attempted

to launch into a personal attack on her
credibility because she attempted to clarify
her previous week’s truthful comments,
regarding the parking, earlier during the
meeting.

In an effort to defend herself, she re-
quested time at the podium, which of
course was denied, and a verbal free for
all briefly commenced, which Chair-
woman Kowalski appeared ill equipped
to handle. Mr. Sullivan definitely was on
the path to “crossing the line,” something
that residents who attend and express
their dismay over the board’s activities
are frequently reprimanded for by the
county’s counsel.

A smart man, Mr. Sullivan certainly
knows in his heart just why county resi-
dents from towns like Westfield, Cranford
and Summit don’t venture to Elizabeth
except when summoned for jury duty; in
fact there are lifelong residents who have
never been there out of fear for their
personal safety.

The board certainly wouldn’t relish
those who pay the most in county taxes
holding them accountable for their ac-
tions, so why would they make it com-
fortable for them to do so. But, there are
some hearty souls who, like Mrs. Renna,
a former New York City resident and self
admittedly not intimidated by the perils
of the city, who do come and wish to
address the issues and express their feel-
ings, as is their expected right, only to be
shut down.

It has become abundantly clear that
this freeholder board doesn’t want to hear
it or have the press in attendance hear it,
as they appear to have adopted a policy of
stealing the “Ruby Slippers” right off the
residents’  feet, and “That’s just not right.”

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

GOP Freeholder Candidate

Classic Car Show Set
Sunday In Cranford
CRANFORD – The Cranford

Chamber of Commerce will sponsor
a Classic Car Show on Sunday, May
6, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Alden
Street in downtown Cranford as part
of the street fair.

Admission will be free for all car
owners. Trophies will be awarded at 4
p.m. For more information, please
call Bill Mackey at (908) 400-7348.

Bramnick Refereed
Charity B-Ball Game
NEW PROVIDENCE — Assem-

blyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), a former Plainfield High
School basketball team member, ref-
ereed a charity basketball game be-
tween the New Providence Pacemak-
ers and the Harlem Wizards.

Proceeds from the game benefit the
New Providence Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) and Rescue
Squad.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

SPBPA Dinner-Dance
On Tap For Tomorrow
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold its an-
nual Spring Fling Dinner-Dance to-
morrow, Friday, May 4, at The
Westwood in Garwood. Members
who purchase a $60 ticket will re-
ceive one free ticket.

The event will feature an open bar,
buffet dinner, disk jockey and silent
auction, which supports the SPBPA
scholarship fund.

Those interested in attending are
asked to contact Ray Pardon via e-
mail at rgpnj@comcast.net or Lisa
Mohn at Apple Blossom Flower Shop
at (908) 322-4999.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

Lalande-De-Pomerol is just north of Pomerol proper,
separated by a river.  The soils are profoundly rocky and
that lends a mineral element to the wine that supports
the lush flavors of the ripe merlot that is most often the
major component in the wine.  This is 70% merlot and

30% cabernet franc, which adds lovely floral and herbal
elements to the crushed berry red cherry flavors.  Great
with rich pork, chicken dishes, or a really good burger.

Ch. Tournefeuille Lalande-
De-Pomerol 2004  $23.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 05/09/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $25.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $28.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $54.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
The Wolftrap 2005

$8.99
Bruder Dr. Becker

Scheurebe 2004
$16.99

Hunter Pinot Noir
2005  $23.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

Wine this complex rarely, if
ever comes, at a price this

cheap. Made of syrah,
cinsualt, mourvedre, and

viognier, this South African
wine has plumy purple fruit

tones that mingle with a
profound but not

overbearing earthy tones.
Nice little pepper notes add
to it.  Try ribs, earth toned
cheeses, or just hot dogs in

the back yard.

Scheurebe is a cross between
Riesling and silvaner

invented in Germany in the
early 1920’s.  This is a light
racy version of the grape.
There are gentle hints of

grapefruit and black currant.
The acid in it isn’t enough to
overpower food, but enough

to make it a wonderful
match with something like
shrimp scampi or lighter

oriental dishes.

We just love this stuff.  It
seems that we can’t go two

months without finding
another great pinot noir
from New Zealand.  It is

hard to find good pinot, let
alone at this price.  Trevor

Mast is an old friend and his
wine just seems to get better

each time we taste them.
Elegant cherry flavors, hints

of flower blossoms, nice
quiet earth tones and a long,

long finish.


