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POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PARTY TIME...Republicans gather for a fundraiser at Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield last Friday evening to support the election of Westfield Town Council
candidates, Frank Arena, JoAnn Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and Jim Foerst. Picture
above, left to right, are: Asm. Jon Bramnick of Westfield, Asm. Eric Munoz of
Summit, Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
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proximity of Westfield to the airport, an
increase in noise during takeoffs from Run-
way 22 would take place, but states that
decreased impact in landings would yield
an overall reduction in statistical noise.

When asked during the question-and-
answer period about certain routing, Mr.
Kelley said the purpose of the changes
were not only to reduce noise but to
reduce emissions, increase operational
efficiency and safety, which were all taken

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HOW MANY CAN YOU EAT?…Windmill of Westfield’s Vivian Lee displays
the hot dogs contestants would shortly jam down their throats hoping to eat the
most buns and dogs in five minutes. The restaurant held the contest at Sunday’s
Spring Fling street fair.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME BACK…State Police Superintendent Colonel Rick Fuentes, right, a
product of Garwood public schools, receives the “Garwood People Making A
Difference Award” at the Education Foundation of Garwood’s appreciation
dinner, held April 26 by the Foundation’s John Moran. Mr. Fuentes graduated
from Lincoln School in 1965 and Arthur L. Johnson Regional High School in
Clark in 1969.

Westfield
Friday, April 20, Sheila Gillmore, 37,

of Newark was arrested at the Clifton
Police Department on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant with bail of
$150. She was committed on default of
bail to the Union County jail. Friday,
April 20, an incident of criminal mischief
was reported at a Mountain Avenue house
used by the Westfield Historical Society,
in which a piece of plywood covering a
rear doorway was removed. No other
damage was reported.

Saturday, April 21, Alejandro Morales,
24, of Newark was arrested at the Harrison
Police Department on two outstanding
criminal warrants, including one from
Westfield with bail of $500 and one from
Newark with bail of $300. Morales was
unable to post bail and was held pending
transport to the Union County jail.

Sunday, April 22, Vincent Ingrassia,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested at a
Prospect Street municipal lot on an out-
standing Union Township traffic warrant.
He was released after posting $225 bail.

Sunday, April 22, Maria T.
Resurreccion, 56, of Jersey City was ar-
rested on 15 outstanding traffic warrants
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court,
with a total bail of $965, after she re-
sponded to Westfield police headquarters
to satisfy those warrants. She was re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, April 23, Todd Averette, 36, of
New Brunswick was arrested on the 500
block of South Avenue, West, on outstand-
ing traffic warrants out of New Brunswick,
for $1,500, and South Bound Brook, for $5.
He was released after posting bail.

Monday, April 23, Bruce Darby, 43, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and West
Broad Street on two motor vehicle war-
rants issued by North Plainfield, with a
total bail of $384, and a Plainfield crimi-
nal warrant with bail of $455. Darby was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, April 24, a Toyota Camry
reported stolen in Elizabeth the previous
day was recovered on the 500 block of
Trinity Place. The owner was notified
that the vehicle was recovered.

Wednesday, April 25, Kyle Murrell,
22, of Elizabeth was arrested on various
charges after the motor vehicle in which
he was a passenger was stopped on the
400 block of Central Avenue for failing to
dim its headlights to oncoming traffic and
having illegally tinted windows.

After noticing multiple unopened beer
bottles on the floor on the passenger side
of the vehicle, police asked Murrell and
the driver to exit the vehicle. A subse-
quent search uncovered 13 packets of
suspected marijuana in Murrell’s pocket,
at which time he attempted to flee from
authorities, police said. Two police offic-
ers apprehended him a short distance
away, and during a struggle with them
Murrell allegedly kicked both of them in
the chest before he was subdued.

Murrell was charged with two counts
each of assault on police and resisting
arrest; possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance, defined as under 50 grams
of marijuana; hindering apprehension;
obstruction of the administration of law
and three counts of criminal mischief.
Bail on these charges was set at $7,500.

He also was taken into custody on a no-
bail violation of probation warrant out of
Morris County and motor vehicle war-
rants out of Cranford and Byram town-
ships with bail amounts of $783 and $200,
respectively. Murrell was sent to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail.

Thursday, April 26, Karin Bellotti, 53,
of Westfield was arrested on the 600
block of Ripley Place on a Garwood crimi-
nal warrant with $180 bail and a Westfield
traffic warrant with $115 bail. Bellotti
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 26, George Farrison,
39, of Elizabeth was arrested on the 100
block of Cacciola Place and charged with
disorderly conduct and defiant trespass
after he allegedly harassed customers at a
store on the 300 block of South Avenue
and then caused vehicles to stop abruptly
as he attempted to cross South Avenue.
He was committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of $200 bail.

Friday, April 27, Brian P. Warren, 29,
of Plainfield was arrested at South and
Summit Avenues and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI), possession
of a controlled dangerous substance, iden-
tified as less than 50 grams of marijuana;
speeding, careless driving, possession of
CDS in a motor vehicle and failure to
wear a seatbelt. Warren later was released
to a responsible individual.

Fanwood
Friday, April 20, sometime between the

hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. a resident
of Kempshall Terrace reported that some-
one broke the window of her vehicle while
it was parked in her driveway.

Tuesday, April 24, Victor E. Aguirre,
23, of North Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding Newark warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, April 26, Jack Hargrove, 55,
of Somerset was arrested for an outstanding
South Orange warrant after a field investi-
gation. The South Orange Municipal Court
released him on his own recognizance.

Thursday, April 26, Jason A. Ander-
son, 26, of Old Bridge was arrested for an
outstanding Watchung warrant after a
field investigation.

Thursday, April 26, a resident of Saville
Row reported that someone stole her iden-
tity and opened numerous credit cards in
her name. According to police, the indi-

vidual made numerous unauthorized
credit card purchases.

Thursday, April 26, a resident of First
Street reported that someone broke into
her home and removed jewelry. Accord-
ing to police, forced entry was gained
through the rear door.

Monday, April 30, Sometime between
the hours of 9 p.m. on Sunday and 5 a.m.
on Monday, one or more unidentified indi-
viduals reportedly entered the premises of
a South Avenue eatery and removed $60
from the cash register. According to po-
lice, there was no evidence of forced entry.

Monday, April 30, Gerold W. Ireland,
Jr., 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 24, a resident of Hetfield

Avenue reported that someone sold an
item over the Internet to a person in Mexico
who failed to pay him when the item was
received.

Wednesday, April 25, a business owner
on Route 22 reported that he agreed to
purchase equipment from an individual.
According to police, after the individual
was paid $15,000, he failed to deliver the
equipment.

Wednesday, April 25, a resident of
Evergreen Avenue reported that some-
one sent him a text message that con-
tained profanity.

Thursday, April 26, a manager of a
Park Avenue store reported that a cus-
tomer removed approximately $150 worth
of merchandise without paying for it.

Saturday, April 28, Eugene Gerhart,
23, of Winfield Park was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop for a moving violation. According to
police, the officer detected the strong
odor of alcohol. After failing several field
sobriety tests, Gerhart was placed under
arrest, police said. He was processed and
released on a summons, police said.

Saturday, April 28, Donna Kostovich,
45, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged for DWI after police found her
asleep at the wheel of her vehicle at the
intersection of Park Avenue and Bartle
Avenue. According to police, Kostovich
failed several field sobriety tests prior to
being placed under arrest. She was trans-
ported to headquarters where she was
processed and released with a summons.

Sunday, April 29, Neil Auricchio, 43,
of Princeton was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant out of Cape May.

Mountainside
Friday, April 27, Frankie A. Lane, 38,

of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail for on an outstanding warrant
in the amount of $841.

Friday, April 27, Gregory V. Caponegro,
50, of Mountainside was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop and charged with
driving while on the suspended list.

Saturday, April 28, Emanuel K. Bennet,
26, of Jersey City was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop and charged for
driving with a suspended license.

Saturday, April 28, Ricardo B. Pereira,
21, of Union was arrested and charged with
eluding police, reckless driving and failure
to exhibit a rear license plate. According to
police, police headquarters received a call
from the Union Police Department that a
motorcycle, that eluded a motor vehicle
stop and which the driver was on suspected
list, was entering their jurisdiction.

Police said an officer in a marked pa-
trol car spotted a motorcycle matching
the description entering Echo Lake Park,
police said. Police said the motorcycle
was not displaying a rear plate and the
officer attempted a motor vehicle stop.

According to police, Pereira tried to
once again elude police by driving in the
wrong lane, causing oncoming traffic, as
well as the motorcycle, to come to an
abrupt stop, which ultimately caused the
officer in pursuit to strike the motorcycle.

The suspect was taken into custody,
arrested and was eventually transported
to Overlook Hospital for minor injuries,
police said.

Saturday, April 28, Zireek Martin, 26,
of Newark was stopped for drinking in
public and consumption of an alcoholic
beverage within a motor vehicle and was
later arrested for an outstanding Newark
warrant in the amount of $750.

Monday, April 30, a resident who
parked her car on Laurie Court reported
that sometime overnight someone broke
into her car and stole her insurance card.
According to police, the driver’s side
door lock was damaged and the hood and
trunk were open.

Sunday, April 29, Dagoberto R. Martinez-
Martin, 31, of Indian Trail, NC was arrested
and charged for DWI, refusal to submit to a
breath test, consumption of an alcoholic
beverage in a motor vehicle, as well as
failure to exhibit documents following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

According to police, a 9-1-1 call was
received from a motorist who stated she
was driving behind an erratic and possi-
bly intoxicated driver. Martinez-Martin
was later stopped for an unsafe lane change
and found to be intoxicated. The subject
was processed and released according to
John’s Law, police said.

Sunday, April 29, Terrell Morris, 40,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding warrant in
the amount of $300.

Monday, April 30, Rigoberto C. Hall,
46, of Plainfield was arrested for driving
with a suspended license, as well as fail-
ure to maintain insurance after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22.

said he would not have supported a call
for prior review. “I would have said to
[Mr. Hynes], ‘Is it libelous? Is it slander-
ous?’ If he said ‘no,’ that would have been
good enough for me.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski, who spoke with the students
during the course of their research, told
The Leader, “I watched their piece with
great interest – they could have been
crisper on their facts, but it was refreshing
to see high-school students with an opin-
ion on government. There were definitely
some misgivings on facts, but her opinion
is an opinion, which can’t be right or
wrong.”

“We share TV-36 with the town,” Ms.
Riegel said. “What’s on there needs to be
appropriate to be viewed publicly, and I
think for the most part it is.”

She said, in this instance, “I’m not sure
if everything was factually correct; the
tone could be more neutral.”

Mr. Hynes said that the “BDN” show
producer, upon hearing that Mayor
Skibitsky had voiced concerns, e-mailed
the mayor two weeks ago to offer him a
chance to speak with “BDN” on camera
and respond to the piece. As of press time,
the mayor had not responded to the e-
mail, Mr. Hynes said.

“I hope [the mayor and council] would
take advantage of [the ‘BDN’] open fo-
rum,” Miss Angus said. “We wish anyone
would respond to any of our pieces with
their opinions.”

Mayor Skibitsky said on Monday that
he had not been in contact with “BDN”
but confirmed he had received an e-mail
from the journalists. When asked if he
would consider the program’s offer to
speak with students on air, he responded,
“No, not necessarily.”

“[Miss Angus] knew she wouldn’t be
able to easily speak with the town council
(after airing the piece), but she felt strongly
about it and felt that the importance of
saying it outweighed who she would up-
set,” Mr. Hynes said.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins, who helped the students coor-
dinate times to speak with council mem-
bers for their report, said they conducted
themselves professionally during their
interviews and “I think they’re great stu-
dents trying to put on a good broadcast.”

Mrs. Kimmins said there is “a big dif-
ference” between censorship and review.
“I don’t see why the administration can’t
review the work to make sure it’s a good
piece representative of (WHS’s) quality
students.”

Mr. Bigosinski said, “I don’t want to

second-guess the decisions of school ad-
ministrators, but I think students should
be able to offer their opinions unfettered,
as long as their facts are straight.”

Mr. Petix said that the school adminis-
tration erred by “allowing a 65-year tradi-
tion (of non-censorship in the high-school
journalism program) to fall by the way-
side.”

Mr. Petix said, “The [BOE], instead of
standing up for the school and the school
press, stood by friends on the council.
This was a political decision, not an edu-
cational one.”

Mayor Skibitsky said he was not in-
volved with the decision to subject “BDN”
shows to prior review.

Town government does not create BOE
policies, Mayor Skibitsky said. “I don’t
have an opinion one way or the other. I
trust that the BOE and the school system
will do what’s right.”

Mr. Petix said, “I did a show on TV-36
(as WHS principal) for 10 years. It was all
propaganda for the district – positive pro-
paganda.”

Mr. Burns, who teaches the television
production class, said Miss Angus said
nothing slanderous. “If we had a do-over,
the word ‘propaganda’ [wasn’t the best
choice]. Now it has a negative connota-
tion, but if you look it up in ‘Webster’s,’
it doesn’t have to be lies or untruths,” he
said.

“One would hope the mayor and coun-
cil would come back and say, ‘can we
give our view?’ If they felt they were
being wronged, they have a right to come
on and say so,” he said. “We think the
more information available to the public,
the better.”

Multiple sources said that no one de-
layed the airing of the broadcast or re-
moved it from the air for any period of
time. Mrs. Kimmins said logs at the TV-
36 station showed that, as of press time, it
had aired 50 times.

Mr. Hynes said the 11th “BDN” epi-
sode, which the program staff planned to
turn in to Mr. Fyffe this week, does not
include “a news story on ourselves.”

He said, “We’ve changed our mission
statement (read on air). It used to say, ‘We
are an open forum that is not censored.’
Now it says, ‘We are subject to prior
review.’”

Miss Angus said prior review would
change the way she approaches stories. “I
won’t be as aggressive,” she said. “I’m
discouraged from doing any kind of pieces
about the town council.”

“It’s unfortunate to feel you can’t criti-
cize government,” she said. “I’m a resi-

dent, a constituent, and I have attended
public schools.”

Heather Rocco, chair of the WHS En-
glish department, said she is “disap-
pointed” with the prior-review decision
even though board policy gives the prin-
cipal the right to review student publica-
tions. “I don’t think it’s wise,” she said.
“It’s a form of censorship, even though
the goal isn’t to censor.”

“I think there’s a conflict within the
school,” Miss Angus said. “It’s hypocriti-
cal – we’re told to be fearless, to be
aggressive. There are signs in the hallway
and on the wall against censorship.”

Mr. Petix said that claiming there is a
difference between prior review and cen-
sorship is “absolute nonsense. Censor-
ship means he’s going to decide what’s
appropriate. It’s trying to sell us the
emperor’s new clothes.”

There is a difference between Hi’s Eye
and TV-36, Mr. Foley said. “Hi’s Eye is in
the family – something like 80 percent of
subscribers are students. TV-36 is a town-
channel broadcast – it has a completely
different audience.”

He said that on public airwaves, there
are rules of decorum and language and
that people speaking on TV-36 are viewed
as representing the school district. “It’s
not about free speech – it’s about what’s
appropriate.”

He said “BDN” on-air graphics noting
that a segment is a commentary piece and
its disclaimer stating that commentary
represents the opinion of the commenta-
tor, not anyone else, are “helpful, but
that’s not a license to say anything you
want.”

Mr. Petix said, “Since when is tone an
issue in a free press? People have a right
to a negative tone. People have a right to
be passionate on the air.”

The prerequisite classes for “BDN”
and Hi’s Eye journalists are the same, and
the former principal said there is no dif-
ference between the two outlets: “[‘BDN’]
students come out of the Hi’s Eye train-
ing. The same rules should apply.”

The April 20 Hi’s Eye editorial states,
“WHS student journalists aspire to up-
hold the principles of sound, professional
journalism, both in content and quality.
Administrative prior review undermines
the aspect of the journalism program that
distinguishes it from other schools.”

Mr. Fyffe said Hi’s Eye is “understand-
ably concerned” but said that “once we go
through this, I think everyone can relax. I
can’t imagine a content issue I’d object
to.”

“Student journalists here are very re-
sponsible. They are willing to take on
controversial issues and handle them very
well,” he said. “I have a tremendous
amount of confidence in them.”

The 10th episode of “BDN” will air on
TV-36 until Mr. Fyffe approves the
program’s new episode, which Mr. Burns
said is in the final stages of the editing
process. He said if the principal approves
the new show by tomorrow, it would
replace the current one on Saturday.

“I think Mr. Fyffe will be very fair,”
Mr. Burns said. “The thing that upsets
everyone is that it’s changing a tradi-
tion.”

Ms. Riegel said she thinks broadcast
students are “doing a great job” and are
“evolving and getting the kinks out.”

“I’m hoping that as [‘BDN’] evolves, it
will become more like Hi’s Eye, and Mr.
Fyffe won’t feel a need [for prior re-
view],” she said.

No one has set a timetable regarding
the number of broadcasts Mr. Fyffe would
review in advance, the principal and su-
perintendent said.

“This is new and we’re learning,” Mr.
Foley said. “I suspect as time goes on
we’ll have better procedures.”

into account when developing the final
recommendations.

Before the question-and-answer period
began, the audience was warned not to
include any commentary, as any com-
ments would not be addressed.

“The idea that they [FAA] won’t let
people speak reflects the arrogance of the
FAA,” said Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
of the 20th legislative district, which cov-
ers Elizabeth, Kenilworth, Roselle and
Union Township.

“When controllers get busy, they use
flight patterns that impact Westfield and
Scotch Plains simply because they are
safer during periods of high volume,” Mr.
Hardie said when discussing what he said
would happen with former air traffic con-
troller Gerard Donovan.

Mr. Donovan denied that this was the
case and stated that the recommended
changes would be adhered to as much as
possible.

“We’re concerned,” said Jerome Feder
of Westfield, chairman of the Union
County Freeholders Aircraft Noise Advi-
sory Board. “In practice, what they say
they will do [to reduce noise] will not be
implemented, as controllers will move to
maximum capacity headings regardless
of what the study proposes.”

“Westfield will see departing aircraft at
lower altitudes,” he continued, when asked
how the changes would impact the area.

Nancy Ward of Linden, a Union County
Freeholder and liaison to the Aircraft

Noise Advisory Board, said she is con-
cerned about homeland security and
voiced concerns that the subject be better
addressed during the study.

“We think they can do better,” added
Jacob Maglera of the Air Traffic and
Noise Advisory Board.

“We are trying to stop changes that
would result in material changes to noise-
level increases and noise pollution in
Cranford and Union County ” said
Cranford Mayor Michael Plick.

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage said
the FAA’s plans unfairly impact his city’s
poorest residents and said changes would
create more noise for more people, not less.

“At some point, the FAA has to realize
Newark Airport has reached its capacity,”
said Mr. Bollwage, who has threatened to
fight the FAA’s proposal. “If they force
this plan down our throats, we plan to take
it to the courts...This is a sham here.”

The hearing was one of five planned in
each of the states affected by the redesign
of the 31,000-square-mile airspace that
includes all of New Jersey and parts of
New York, Connecticut, Pennsylvania
and Delaware.

In-depth information about the rede-
sign can be found at faa.gov/
nynjphl_airspace_redesign/.

Comments should be submitted in writ-
ing to Steve Kelley, FAA, c/o Ram
Nagendran 12005 Sunrise Valley Drive,
MS C3.02 Reston, VA 20191 or made
directly on the website.

to the proposed changes.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea re-

sponded to Mrs. Peterson that the “cur-
rent application is still governed by the
old ordinance,” and further added that it
was “still premature” to talk about any
ordinance changes until the 35-day plan-
ning board consideration period expires.
At that point, the ordinance would be
referred back to the council for review.

Following the council meeting, Sec-
ond Ward Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
told The Leader that she attended one of
the meetings with the subcommittee and
said plans received by the commission
and neighbors were “not acceptable to
them,” but “good suggestions were of-
fered” to the Petersons. She said the fam-
ily would be “changing the façade on the
front of the house…the portico to the left
can be seen from the street. They’re in-
correct in saying it won’t affect the prop-
erty.” However, she said, “There is still a
window to work out a compromise.”

Mr. Gildea, following the meeting, ech-
oed Ms. Kimmins’ statement, saying the
commission is “obligated” to work with the
family for the next year. He said ordinance
changes may be months away, but, if made,
“the applicant would be made aware.”

When asked what would happen to the
denied project if the planning board were
to adopt the new ordinance changes, Mr.
Gildea said “there is a possibility the appli-
cant would have to go back to step one.”

Addressing the council, Mrs. Peterson
said, “To have to go back to square one…is
not fair. We understand the law can change
at any time…It seems strange that it’s
occurring right now during our process.”

She told The Leader that ordinance
changes are “convenient” for the town.
After being denied, she said both she and
her husband “were fed up” because “no-
body is giving us a straight answer.” She
said they were “willing to wait out the 12-
month period, but (they) don’t want to be hit
with any surprises.”

Mr. Gildea reiterated that if the ordi-
nance, which “has been under review for
quite a while,” passes, the couple would be
notified. “The intention,” he said, “is to
work out a compromise.”

Mr. Peterson sought a level of “com-
fort,” knowing that his family wouldn’t
have to start the process again. “It’s sick-
ening (to be) waiting. The process is more
difficult than anyone could imagine.”

When talk of grandfathering the appli-
cation arose, Mr. Gildea said, “I’m not
sure if, by law, we can grandfather an
applicant…We’re not doing this because
of your application. We’re hoping for a
compromise.”

In response, Mrs. Peterson said, “there is
no compromise on their (historic
commission’s) part.” Mr. Peterson added
that the couple is “being left out in the dark.”

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana,
who represents the Kimball area, said the
Petersons’ argument “is ignorance” of
Kimball Avenue’s historical district des-
ignation.

Mrs. Peterson told The Leader, “it was
not ignorance; it’s an issue of disclosure.
Who’s to say what type of historical dis-
trict you’re buying in,” noting that Kimball
Avenue carries a local distinction, but not
a county, state or national historical des-
ignation.

The entire draft historical preservation
ordinance can be viewed at goleader.com/
features.
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HOW HIGH CAN SHE GO?..Nicole
Bedoya braves the elements as she scales
the mountain that appears to eclipse
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield during Sunday’s Spring Fling
street festival in downtown Westfield.
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