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Westfield Home Show Features
New Products, Design Consultations

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Popular robotic
vacuum cleaners may need to make
way for the newest member of their
technological family – the LawnBott
robotic lawnmower, one of many prod-

ucts featured at the Home Show held
at the Westfield Armory last weekend.

Vincent Garcia, president of the
Robot Authority, performed
LawnBott demonstrations, showing
off the product’s fully programmable
ability to do more than simply cut and

mulch. It can reportedly detect rain,
measure how often grass needs to be
mowed and recharge itself, all with-
out emissions or pollution.

There were many other vendors
present to consult with regarding both
home and landscape design.

Landscapers such as Sierra Land-
scape and Silver Creek Landscape
had set up elaborate displays inte-
grating actual brick pavers, trees,
shrubs and even mulching.

“It’s like walking through a 3-D
magazine,” said Bill Brunie, who coor-
dinated the event with partner Michael
Lewis. “You can see, feel and touch.
The education alone has its value.”

Lynette Rivera of Roselle chose to
attend the show because she is cur-
rently re-doing the exterior of her
home, along with landscaping.

“I came to get ideas,” Ms. Rivera
said. “Seeing everything helps your
imagination.”

Others seeking exterior inspiration
could speak with vendors showcas-
ing fences, exterior painting and brick-
facing, gutter systems, gazebos, hot
tubs, windows and doors.

Jackie Petrie of Westfield said she
was looking for inspiration both in-
side and out. She sought garage door
ideas, as well as kitchen designs.

Several vendors showcased kitchen
and bath cabinets, granite countertops
and flooring. Local businessman Bob
Jackman of Elm Radio, TV and Ap-
pliances of Westfield had many prod-
ucts on display, including stainless
steel ranges.

There were also cooking demonstra-
tions with “waterless” cookware, gour-
met foods and a shop-at-home service
for regular groceries. Country Gour-
met Foods of Clifton raffled off an
entire freezer full of food for the event.

Interior designers such as those
from Décor and You in Basking Ridge
were on hand to answer questions
and help with room planning.

Cathy Spinelli of Convent Station
said she was mainly interested in in-
formation on bathroom remodeling.

“But we have a lot of other little
projects to do, too,” she added.

Vendor Tom Calta of The Better
Basement Company said he would
have liked to have seen a better turn-
out, speculating that the nice weather
outside may have affected attendance.

Those who did attend found ap-
proximately 100 home and garden
vendors all under one roof and eager
to offer their advice and services.
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SEEING IS BELIEVING...Vendors performed product demonstrations like the
one above for waterless cookware during the Home Show at the Westfield Armory.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Beethoven’s Third Symphony, his
Eroica, wins its place in classical-
music folklore history (if that in fact
exists) from the colorful tale of its
name. At the turn of the 19th century,
Beethoven penned what he entitled,
“The Symphony Bonaparte.” He wrote
into the work all those elements that
would become the hallmarks of his
heroic compositional style, and he in-
tended to dedicate the piece to Napo-
leon, one of his own heroes.

However, before the symphony pre-
miered in 1804, Beethoven received
word that Napoleon had declared him-
self emperor, placing personal ambi-
tion ahead of all else. The news so
enraged and saddened the composer
that, as legend tells it, he stormed into
the hall in which the Third Symphony’s
manuscript sat, violently scratched
Napoleon’s name off the title page,
tearing it, and later scribbled “Eroica”
– “heroic” – on top of the score.

So the symphony in which
Beethoven forged his heroic style
became a work about the ideal hero.
Failed by a national idol, the com-
poser turned the Third Symphony
into a grander statement “to celebrate
the memory of a great man.”

Last month, on a concert program
entitled “Beethoven the Hero,” the
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
(NJSO) presented Beethoven’s sym-
phonic tribute to the universal hero to
three audiences statewide.

The program began with the U.S.
premiere of Rolf Martinsson’s A.S. in
Memoriam, dedicated to NJSO Music
Director Neeme Järvi (“a very smart
dedication,” NJSO principal bassoon-
ist and frequent emcee Robert Wagner
quipped in a brief introduction to the
Sunday afternoon concert at New
Brunswick’s State Theatre).

The “A.S.” in the title refers to
Arnold Schoenberg, a composer
whose creation of the mathematical
12-tone compositional style makes
his very name disdainful to many
classical and romantic enthusiasts.
But Martinsson draws his inspiration
from Schoenberg’s early music, post-
romantic and Wagnerian in style and
affect, and his 12-minute homage is
so passionate that, were it available
on commercial recordings, this mu-
sic critic (no fan of the aesthetics of
12-tone) would recommend it highly.

Reflecting on the NJSO’s perfor-
mance of this work for strings makes
The Star-Ledger’s recent report that the
orchestra will sell all or most of its
Golden Age Collection of string instru-
ments to save the organization from
“crushing debt and the specter of bank-
ruptcy” even more tragic than it would
appear to the average arts-section reader.
The symphony’s string players have
taken such advantage of the collection’s
prized instruments, and the most strik-

Beethoven’s Third Exalts Ideal Hero
ing moments of the NJSO’s interpreta-
tion of A.S. in Memoriam came from
the superior caliber of those strings.

The violins were sometimes a bit
brash on particularly high forte pas-
sages, but the lower strings had a won-
derful, rich tone quality, and the deep,
dark sounds the musicians drew from
their instruments for the piece’s muted
ending were beautiful and melancholy.

Lauded Latvian violin soloist Baiba
Skride performed Shostakovich’s
Violin Concerto No. 2 in C-sharp
minor (Op. 129). Some first-move-
ment sloppiness betrayed the
violinist’s touted reputation – some
intonation issues, a mis-hit high at-
tack, some moments out of sync with
the orchestra. Seconds after the move-
ment ended, Skride re-tuned her in-
strument, and the causes of the mis-
steps became immediately clear. The
next two movements inspired a tre-

mendous performance from the 26-
year-old soloist.

Skride played with great passion,
breaking bow hairs several times.
Shostakovich is, of course, all about
ferocity and emotional extremes. All
the composer’s deeply mournful emo-
tions came through Skride’s hands.
Much better intonation, a malleable
tone quality and a dexterous range up
to high harmonics made for a whirl-
wind performance full of impressive
moments, in particular a wonderful
“yelling” match between the solo vio-
lin and a horn that led into the
concerto’s final movement.

After intermission, the NJSO de-
livered a fiery Eroica that captured
the essence of Beethoven’s breakout
symphony.
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Young Artists Get Star
Treatment at Workshop

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) offers an
educational setting
for children to de-
velop. The environ-
ment is positive and
structured, yet cre-
ative and stimulating
for children.

Professionals who
hold degrees and/or
certification, many of
whom possess ad-
vanced educational
degrees in their fields
of expertise, staff
classes.

Among the chil-
dren who benefit
from this type of pro-
fessionally trained
staff are those in the
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten pro-
grams. In these hands-on mini-work-
shops, students will be exposed to
experiences in arts, crafts, drama,
music, creative movement, violin and
foreign language.

Teachers who are specialists in vari-

ous creative areas visit the children in
their pre-school classes and advise

them in these artistic
endeavors.

The pre-kinder-
garten class is for
those who will be
four years old by Oc-
tober 31, while the
kindergarten class
enrolls students who
will enter kindergar-
ten in September and
will be 5 years old
by October 31.

New to the Work-
shop this year is a
program for students
who will enter first
grade in September.

The Little Artists is
a transition program

for those students leaving the self-con-
tained environment of a pre-school
classroom setting, yet are guided by
“homeroom” teachers who remain with
them throughout the morning.

The schedule for the Little Artists
allows students to sample many of the
artistic areas that the older children in
the workshop experience. They will
receive instruction in sculpture as well
as in traditional arts and crafts.

In the areas of physical education,
children will have several classes of
creative movement, gym and gym-
nastics. Their rotating schedule also
includes magic, drama and keyboard-
ing as well as lessons in science,
math, reading and writing.

In the Little Artists Workshop, chil-
dren experience the comfort of the self-
contained environment, yet are permit-
ted to have the experience of changing
classes and meeting different teachers.

The WSW, located at Edison Inter-
mediate School, 800 Rahway Avenue
in Westfield, will be held from 8:30
a.m. until 12:30 p.m., from June 25
until July 27. Early morning drop-off
is available at 7:30 a.m., and an after-
noon program can be taken in con-
junction with the Westfield YMCA.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
contains classes in arts, crafts, dance,
drama, special interests, communica-
tions, music and musical theater for
children from pre-school to grade 12.

For information on enrollment pro-
cedures for the WSW or any program
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, call (908) 518-1551, visit the stu-
dios at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

MOTHER HEN…The “Little Red
Hens” in Miss Eileen’s kindergar-
ten class performed for parents at
last year’s visitation day at the
Westfield Summer Workshop.
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Two Concerts Remain

In NJSO’s Beethoven Series
NEWARK – Two concerts re-

main in the NJSO’s season-long
series showcasing Beethoven’s nine
symphonies.

The orchestra performs
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony with
selections from Rachmaninoff and
W. Schuman on Friday and Sun-

day, April 27 and 29, at NJPAC in
Newark.

The last concert of the season
features Beethoven’s Second Sym-
phony, along with works by
Copland and Strauss. NJPAC hosts
the program on Saturday and Sun-
day, May 19 and 20.
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