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ALLIE ZAZZALI FINISHES CAREER WITH 967 POINTS

Lady Raider Cagers Complete
Very Impressive, 17-9 Season

ETTINGER, WRONSKI NAMED FIRST TEAM ALL-UCT

Blue Devil Bowlers Rumbled
To WC, UCT, Section Titles

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tenaciousness and defensive ma-
turity paid off for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ basket-
ball team that won the Union County
Tournament (UCT) and finished the
season with an impressive, 17-9,
record.

The season was indeed highlighted
when the Raiders, seeded third, pulled
off a stunning, 44-36, overtime vic-
tory over top-seeded Westfield to cap-
ture the UCT championship, their
third county title in the last four years.

“We played a pretty brutal sched-
ule, with Shabazz twice, The Hun
School, St. Peter’s of Staten Island
and South Plainfield, so we were battle
tested,” said Raider Head Coach Bruce

Davis. “We kind of found our groove
down the stretch and played as a
team. I was smiling for four days after
that game (Westfield). Even now, if
you mention that game, a smile comes
over me. I was so proud of the girls for
working so hard to get something
they wanted so badly. It was their
moment.”

The Raiders were abruptly stopped
the first round of in the North Jersey,

Section 2, Group 3 tournament with a
heartbreaking, 58-54, loss to
Morristown.

“We definitely gave that one away.
We had one bad sequence just before
the half and let them back into the
game,” said Davis. “We lost our com-
posure and could not make the big
play in the second half. They played
hard right to the end but we let it slip
away.”

The influence of senior Co-Cap-
tains, point guard Allie Zazzali and
guard Lauren Mains on their team-
mates was phenomenal. Zazzali, a
Union County Coaches Association
(UCCA) Top-15 selection, Courier
News All-Area for a second consecu-
tive year and a two-time Star-Ledger
First Team All-County selection, was

also named a pre-season McDonalds
All-American nominee. Allie sank
967 career points (169 in 2005, 362 in
2006). This season, she led in scoring
with 436, was second with 98 assists,
pulled down 41 rebounds and was the
main thief with 52.

“She was hobbled with a bad ankle
sprain for most of the second half of
the season, but never took a day off,”
said Davis. “Her scoring average ac-

tually picked up. She always wanted
the ball at crunch time; came up with
lots of steals and loose balls. She shot
threes from deep and was able to find
her way to the basket off a dribbler.”

Mains, a very athletic and physical
player, consistently found her way to
the basket off the dribble. She totaled
156 points, was third in rebounds and
steals with 82 and 38, respectively,
and added 40 assists.

“Lauren incurred several injuries
during the season from those bumps
and hits that she takes but never backed
off,” said Davis. “During one game,
she could hardly walk but insisted to
get back in. She just doesn’t know
how to give up and hates to lose. She
knocked down some big, late-game
threes for us. I’ll miss them both, on

a lot of levels. They are great
young ladies with bright fu-
tures.”

Sophomore Jackie Law, a
strong rebounder, also be-
came an offensive terror. The
forward was selected to the
UCCA Top-15 and named
Courier News All-Area
Honorable Mention. She
was second in scoring with
226 points, led in rebounds
with 249, averaged 11
blocks, was second in thiev-
ery and assists with 51 and
49, respectively.

“She may be the second
best offensive rebounder
around behind Iasiah
Hemingway,” said Davis.
“She rebounds, puts the ball
on the floor and we’re off.
We don’t need to look for an
outlet pass. The guards can
just release. She has a shot at
getting 1,000 points and
1,000 rebounds.”

Juniors, guard Molly
Meehan and forward Emily
Meehan were among the
leaders in assists and steals
and contributed in every
game they played. Molly
dropped in 93 points, fin-

ished second in assists with 49,
grabbed 45 rebounds and swiped 33
basketballs. Emily netted 110 points,
was second with 15 blocks and 102
rebounds and stole 24 basketballs.

“Emily scored inside and became a
good defender while Molly became a
solid rebounder. She can score inside
and has become a better defender,”
said Davis.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

According to Blue Devil Head
Coach Mike Tirone, “This indeed was
the best year ever for Westfield High
School bowling.”

To start, the Blue Devils were Na-
tional Division and Watchung Con-
ference (WC) Champions with a
record of 17-1. The record included a
WC record of 110 points. The team
won 14 of the 17 matches by a 7-0
score, the most shutouts in team his-
tory. By season’s end, the Blue Dev-
ils’ record swelled to 26-1.

After blanking Roselle Park, 7-0, in
the first round, the Blue Devils rolled
to the Union County Tournament
championship by defeating New Provi-
dence, 7-0, in the final. The Blue Dev-
ils then defeated West Orange, 7-0,
and had a 3,089-2,919, pin count ad-
vantage over Linden to win the North
Jersey 2, Group 4 sectional champion-
ship. It was the Blue Devils’ fifth sec-
tional championship in the past six
years and eighth overall since the 1989-
90 season. It was also the 14th time
since the 1989-90 season that the Blue
Devils advanced to the state final.

With reference to the sectionals, in
the past, only three teams would ad-
vance to the state finals from each

section regardless of group or public,
parochial, or private. This was the
first year the sections were broken up
into groups. The parochial and pri-
vate schools were put into one of the
groups based on enrollment. The
group champion and the runner up
went to the finals. The Blue Devils
became the overall sectional cham-
pion based on the highest score of the
day from all the teams.

Blue Devil senior Alex Wronski,
junior Brett Ettinger and senior
Harrison Mercado were named to the
All-Watchung Conference First Team.
Juniors Eric Curialle and Jesse Embre
were named to the Second Team and
senior Bryan Elsasser was a member
of the Third Team.

Since five players start for each
team, “It was the first time ever one
team had six players named to an All-
Conference bowling team,” said
Tirone.

Wronski and Ettinger were also
named First Team All-County.
Mercado, Curialle and Embree were
Second Team. Ettinger was First Team
All-Section and Curialle and Mercado
were named to the Third Team. The
conference and county teams were
named by a panel of coaches. The
sectional teams were selected by Mike

Moretti of The Star-Ledger. Moretti
also had Westfield rated No. 3 in the
state before the finals.

Wronski had the highest team av-
erage at 202.07 and rolled 42 games
over 200 out of 75, while recording
14, 600+ series. Ettinger, who had a
201 average, set a WHS record with
44, 200+ games and added another
WHS record with 15, 600+ series,
including two, 700+ series. Mercado
finished with a 199.4 average fol-
lowed by Curialle at 197.8 and
Embree at 196.1.

“Only six points separated the top
five bowlers,” noted Tirone.

At the state finals, the Blue Devils
were matched against South
Brunswick, the Central Jersey, Group
4 champion, and won the head to
head competition, 3,072-2,779. But
the score was second to Cherry Hill
East (CHE), winners over Clifton,
3,095-2,719. By virtue of the higher
pin total, CHE was declared the cham-
pion and Westfield came in second.

The Junior Varsity completed a 21-
1 season to complement its 17-0
record from last year. They were also
the Watchung Conference champi-
ons. Before losing their one game this
year they had won 30 in a row and
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REALLY BOWLING OVER THE COMPETITION…The Westfield High School bowling team won the Watchung
Conference, Union County and Sectional titles this season, while finishing with a 26-1 record.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FRIENDS AND TEAMMATES…Co-Captains Allie Zazzali, left, and Lauren Mains, who
helped the Raiders win the UCT title, have been good friends, as well as teammates.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD PRE-CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY $1,789,000
Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this distinctive custom CH Colonial residence boasts 4,000 SF of luxury
plus an additional 1,700 SF of finished basement w/full bath.  A regal stone façade with Hardi-Plank ™
siding, 3-car garage and substantial property are just the beginning.  Amenities include a 2-story foyer with
solid oak staircase, 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2 fireplaces, hardwood floors level 1 & 2, formal living and
dining rooms featuring mahogany inlays and tray & boxed beam ceilings, designer kitchen plus breakfast
room, master retreat with fireplace, sitting room, dual walk-in closets and en-suite spa like bath, full walk-
up attic and more!  (0520001589)

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN.  3/25  1-5PM $899,000
Hidden on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 10-room Center Hall Colonial is a rare find.  From its gorgeous 11’ x 12’
custom designed wood and marble fireplace in the great room to its expansive park-like decking with a 13
½’ custom designed gazebo with cedar interior.  You’ll be captured by its charm and detail.  DIR: Raritan
Rd. to Rahway lt Greensview Dr. lt Greensview Ct. #3 (052001296)

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/25  1-5PM $899,900
Near Completion – New 3,500 + SF Colonial.  Wonderful, open floor plan & fine craftsmanship.  2-
story foyer, coffered & tray ceilings, elegant moldings, gas fireplace in family room, gourmet kit w/
granite counters 4 bedrooms + 1st fl library/bedroom, 3 ½ baths, mudroom.  Beautiful deep property.
DIR: Westfield Rd. to Westfield Ave. #2272 (052001722)

MOUNTAINSIDE FULLY RENOVATED $1,190,000
4/5 Bedroom, 3 ½ bath Colonial w/many upgrades throughout.  Spacious & bright rooms w/open floor
plan on quiet street.  Custom eat-in kitchen with granite countertops, vaulted ceilings, 2 gas fireplaces, 2nd

floor laundry, newly finished basement with wine cellar and ½ bath.  2-zone gas heating/cooling, newer
furnaces & A/C units, low taxes too!  (052111095)

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/25  1-5PM $499,800
Tastefully decorated Ranch featuring three bedrooms, two full baths, gas/central air, living room with
fireplace.  Lower level recreation room, attached garage.  (052001598)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.720%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 2/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 12.50%,
and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road,
Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/25  1-5PM
Unique 1982 Contemporary corner home featuring 3 to 4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, private 1st floor master
bedroom suite, inviting courtyard, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, custom built-ins galore.
Conveniently located to downtown and so much more.  DIR: E. Broad to Stanley Ave. rt St. Marks #555
(052001656)

$999,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $2,116/MO.


