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Raider Basketball Boys Finished Strong
In Competitive Watchung Conference

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

MACKAY, BOYD REPEATED AS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS

Blue Devil Wrestlers Finished
Season, 10-10, Look to Future

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores and freshmen com-
prised the vast majority of the
Westfield High School wrestling team
this season and, with only three jun-
iors and two seniors, the Blue Devils
managed to claim three District 11
champions and finish with a 10-10
record.

Once again, the Blue Devils were
unable to fill several weight classes
with personnel, although they had
good numbers on the team. Unfortu-
nately, the majority of the wrestlers
hovered around the middle weight
classes, leaving virtually no competi-
tors in the heavier weight classes and
just a few at the lower end of the scale
forcing them to forfeit an average of
five to six bouts per match – 25 to 30
team points.

“We were looking to rebuild. The
fact that we finished with a .500 record
is probably overachieving. A lot of
our young kids started buying into
the program. I give our kids credit,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Glen

Kurz. “It can definitely take its toll on
you not having the upper weights,
knowing that in most matches, we
were going to be giving up anywhere
from 18 to 30 points. They hung in
there and most of them did their best
wrestling at the end of the year, which
is all we talked about.”

Senior Colin Mackay won his sec-
ond district title, placed fourth in
Region 3, losing a heartbreaking 7-5
overtime bout to miss qualifying for
Atlantic City, and finished with a 28-
6 record at 130-lbs. Last year, he won
the district title at 125-lbs and fin-
ished 29-7.

“You don’t get much closer than
Colin did. He put himself where he
needed to be. He battled through prob-
ably the deepest weight class in that
tournament, got himself into the third
place match and really took it to Bryan
Hunt. That’s probably the most heart-
breaking loss that I have experienced
as a coach because I know how much
he wanted it and how much he put
into getting to the states. It’s unfortu-
nate but, I think for Colin, it was

about the process of getting there and
he did a great job,” expressed Kurz.

Senior Mark Boyd claimed his sec-
ond district 160-lb title and finished
with a 24-10 record. Last year, Boyd
compiled a 20-13 record after win-
ning his first district title.

“Nobody will ever be able to take
that away from him. He’s one of a
handful of people who have won two
district titles for Westfield High
School. It’s definitely an accomplish-
ment he can be proud of for the rest of
his life,” said Kurz.

Sophomore John Barnes improved
vastly as the season progressed, placed
third in Union County Tournament,
grabbed the 119-lb district title, put
two state qualifiers in jeopardy and
finished with a 26-9 record.

“You got to love having a John
Barnes in the room. He’s one of those
special athletes. He’s got one speed
and it’s ‘ON’. It’s rare to have a kid
who is so mentally composed all the
time. I think the sky is the limit for
him,” said Kurz.
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kids came out and were not intimi-
dated by the name St. Patrick’s and
actually gave them a very good game.
We were down three points with about
two and a half minutes to go but
things just couldn’t fall.”

The Raiders quickly rebounded in
the North Jersey Section 2, Group 3
tournament to oust Middletown
South, 55-39. In the quarterfinals,
poor shooting at the end of the game
became the story when Colonia, the
eventual sectional winner, earned a
49-46 victory on March 1.

“We won our first round game and
took care of business. Against
Colonia, the frustrating part is being
so close to beating them and watch-
ing them go on to win the state sec-
tion. That was a tough one to swal-
low, but it was a good year and, hope-
fully, it gets us ready to win the state
sectional next year. That’s our goal
and a legitimate thing that we should
expect to fight for.”

Junior guard Bryan Dougher, who
was named one of the top 15 players
in the county, wore out the inside of
the net by burning in an incredible
498 points, including 67 from three-
point range.

“He’s closing at 1,000 points al-
ready as a junior and currently has
970 points and made over 100-career
three-point shots,” said Doherty. “He’s

one of the better guards in the state.
Even after that St. Patrick’s game
where they have a player going to
Villanova and Memphis, their coach
said that Bryan was the best player on
the floor that game.”

Senior guard Greg Bayard, tena-
cious and highly energized, mobi-
lized the offense and kept the oppo-
nents’ defense on its toes by nailing
41 three-pointers and totaled 245
points. Senior forward Darnell Dortch
and junior forward Lordly Okarter
added spirit, fire and a veteran touch
to the team. Dortch finished third in
scoring with 142 points, while Okarter
registered 121 points.

“Okarter controlled traffic under
the glass, helped inside and really
helped us defend against some bigger
teams,” said Doherty. “Dortch had a
great three years for us. He gave us
more of in inside presence and will be
missed.”

The addition of sophomore forward
Kevin Maroney, a strong inside/out-
side player, and junior guards Greg
Zabel and Dan DeCataldo added depth.
Maroney totaled 128 points, including
nine from downtown. Zabel torched
the net with 20 three-pointers and fin-
ished with 104 points and DeCataldo,
despite an early-season injury, added
45 points, including five 3-pointers.

“That really hurt us. We could of

used his energy off the bench and I’m
looking for some big things next year,”
said Doherty.

Sophomore guard Reggie Solomon
showed toughness while junior for-
ward Rob Zekunda came off the bench
and did a great job, both offensively
and defensively. Solomon sank 88
points, including eight 3-pointers and
Zekunde contributed 37 points.

When asked what the Raiders’ out-
standing season achievements were,
Doherty said, “Making the state tour-
nament is always a major accomplish-
ment. That’s always our number one
goal each year and we were able to do
that. Game wise, you hate to say a loss
is something you look at, but obvi-
ously the St. Patrick’s game, playing
the number one team in the country,
makes it pretty exciting when it went
down to the wire. The other was our
home game against Westfield, a double
overtime game with a great high school
atmosphere. The kids played hard, did
a great job. Bryan played a great game,
Darnell had a fabulous game and
Lordly was tough inside.”

Graduating Bayard and Dortch,
Doherty said, “Two great kids! Fun to
be around, always looking to be there
and play! They give us the leadership
when we needed it and did everything
that was asked of them. We will miss
them.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING RAIDER LEADERSHIP…Senior forward Darnell Dortch, left, and senior Greg Bayard, right,
provided Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty, center, with three great years of leadership, a competitive spirit, fire
and a winning attitude. They will be missed.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP COMING SO CLOSE…Blue Devil Colin Mackay, top, a two-time District 11 champ,
puts the pressure on South Plainfield’s Bryan Hunt during the Region 3 third-place bout.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

FANWOOD WARM & INVITING $365,000
Warm & inviting Cape Cod with 2-car garage.  Three bedrooms, one full bath.  Living room with wood-
burning fireplace and hardwood floors.  Close to NYC transportation.  (052001601)

MOUNTAINSIDE EXCLUSIVE! $649,900
Welcome to this 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Colonial.  Renovated from the ground up in 2003, the open
floor plan is perfect for family life.  1st floor offers a living rm w/fireplace, formal dining room, family room
& eat-in kitchen.  The sliders in the kitchen lead to a tiered deck afforded privacy by a completely fenced
yard.  The three 2nd fl. bedrooms include a master w/private bath.  The finished basement recreation rm,
cedar walk-in closet & laundry room complete this terrific home.  (052NEW)

SCOTCH PLAINS NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,199,000
Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication in new construction to be built at 507
Westfield Rd.  5,000 sq. ft. Colonial Tudor featuring 13 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5 ½ baths & all the amenities
you have come to expect in fine homes.  Upon entering the soaring two story foyer you will be captivated by
inlaid/hardwood floors woven throughout the formal living & formal dining rooms & study.  The heart of
any great home beats in the kitchen & this home is no exception w/fine cabinetry draped in granite,
superior appliances, 3 fireplaces, wine cellar, exercise room and more.  Call now while you can still add your
own personal touches.  (052001104)

WESTFIELD SPACIOUS COLONIAL $1,349,000
Executive Colonial with an open, spacious floor plan.  Located on a cul-de-sac, short distance to town,
train, schools & playground.  This home boasts a large living room, formal dining room, open eat-in
kitchen with center-island & sliders overlooking backyard, step down family room w/gas fireplace, full
bath and laundry/mud room all on the 1st fl.  The 2nd fl. has a grand MBR with full bath & walk-in closet
+ 3 additional bedrooms & a full bath.  Full finished basement w/wet bar, 2-car attached garage & private
backyard with patio complete this home.  (052001620)

BUY FOR $2,817/MO.BUY FOR $1,582/MO.

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,599,000
This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, formal living and dining rooms, study/
library and a family room with wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany
inlay borders will compliment the details and craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray,
boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  A
large center-island kitchen w/granite tops & top-of-the-line appliances will meet all of one’s desires.  The
master suite will include tray ceilings, hardwood floors w/custom inlay borders, walk-in closets, French
doors to a private office & French doors to a large open balcony.  Make this home your own by customizing
your dreams to reality with the builder.  (052001047)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.720%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 2/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 12.50%,
and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road,
Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/18  1-5PM
Just Listed.  Distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction
with meticulous attention to detail.  The impeccable design offers a dignified residence with a sensible flow
to suit your family’s lifestyle.  Located moments from schools, NY transp., shops & recreation, this elegant
home features a grand center entry foyer, designer kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite countertops,
spectacular family room w/surround sound system & wood-burning stone fireplace, formal living & dining
rooms w/parquet flooring, 4 generous bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, beautifully finished basement & more.  The
property boasts nearly 1 acre of lush professional landscaping, a free form in-ground pool complete with
heater & filter, and a 2,000 SF paver patio.  DIR: Terrill Rd. to Kevin Rd. #19 (052NEW)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


