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– Obituaries –
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Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  
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908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
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Thaddeus Retzlaff, 91, Superintendent;
President of Westfield Boys’ Baseball

Thaddeus A. Retzlaff, 91, of
Westfield died on Wednesday, March
7, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Detroit, Mich., he lived in
Westfield for the past 52 years.

Mr. Retzlaff had worked for Shell
Chemical Co. in Sewaren for over 39
years, retiring in 1982 as a superin-
tendent.

He received a degree in engineer-
ing from Wayne State University in
Detroit.

Mr. Retzlaff was president and a
founding member of the Westfield
Boys’ Baseball League, a Boy Scout
leader of Troop 78 of the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield and

president of the Cranford Camera Club.
He was predeceased by his wife of

58 years, Betty J. (Clifton) Retzlaff,
and two sons, Arthur “Skip” Retzlaff
and Jon Retzlaff.

Surviving are a son, Peter Retzlaff
of Old Bridge Manor in Old Bridge; a
daughter, Virginia “Gus” Jakubowski
of Mountainside; seven grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, March 11, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

Arrangements have been completed
by the Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home of Westfield.
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Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield             908-317-3030             Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Flower Demonstration
with Nick Netta

of Victoria’s Florist
at Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

Wednesday, March 21st • 2:00pm
Light refreshments and raffle

Please RSVP by March 19th to 908-317-3030

Y ou’re invited to Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield to learn about floral design, display

and the pleasing benefits of fresh, beautiful flowers.
This is a FREE seminar presented by Nick Netta
from Victoria’s Florist, an expert in floral design and
arrangement. Light refreshments will be served, and
you will have the opportunity to enter a raffle drawing.

After the event, please allow time to meet our
Team, mingle with our residents and tour our
community. Find out what we do to make seniors
call Sunrise of Westfield home.

Nelson Greeley, 74, Goodyear Retiree;
Was Mason and Chamber Member

Liam H. McNamara
Liam H. McNamara, 16 months

old, passed away on Friday, March 9,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Summit, Liam resided in
Westfield with his parents, Lisa (nee
Schwartz) and Peter McNamara and
his brothers, Trevor and Nathaniel.

Also surviving are his maternal
grandfather, Bruce Schwartz; his pa-
ternal grandparents, John and
Jacqueline McNamara, and his ma-
ternal great-grandmother, Elizabeth
Schwartz.

He was predeceased by his mater-
nal grandmother, Harriet Schwartz.

A Mass of the Angels was held on
Tuesday, March 13, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Willowbrook Cemetery in Westport,
Conn.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Liam H.
McNamara Charitable Trust. Checks
should be made payable to SEI Pri-
vate Trust Company, indicating in
memo “Liam H. McNamara Chari-
table Trust,” and sent to Greenberg &
Rapp Financial Group, 120 Eagle
Rock Avenue, Suite 330, East
Hanover, N.J. 07936.
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Mary Lou Apgar, Was Social Worker;
Rotarian Honored as Paul Harris Fellow
Mary Lou Apgar of Westfield

passed away on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 28, at the Brighton Gardens Health
Center in Edison.

Born in Saint Paul, Minn., she
moved with her family to New Jersey
when she was four years old and
spent most of her life in Westfield.

Mary Lou was a graduate of the
Connecticut College for Women in
New London with a degree in psy-
chology and received a master’s de-
gree in social work from Kean Col-
lege in 1966. She retired in 1975 as a
school social worker with the
Westfield Special Services.

She also volunteered with the local
PTA groups, the Union County Can-
cer Society’s “Reach To Recovery”

program, the United Fund and as a
board member of Youth and Family
Counseling Service in Westfield.

Mary Lou recently served as a vol-
unteer reader to elementary school
students. She spent many years sup-
porting her husband, Irving, in his
many activities.

For many years she advocated that
Rotary Clubs should admit women
and when they did, she was one of the
first in line. Her life in Rotary was one
of service and dedicated to the Four
Way Test. As a result, she was named
a Paul Harris Fellow.

Mary Lou was predeceased by her
husband, Irving Louis Apgar, in 2001
after 53 years of marriage.

She is survived by two children,
Elizabeth Apgar Smith and her hus-
band, Thomas, and Douglas Apgar
and his wife, Deborah. Also surviv-
ing are five grandchildren, Kyle, Ian
and Graham Smith and Joseph and
Jaclyn Apgar.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 5, under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield. Inter-
ment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Nelson C. Greeley, 74, of Murray
Hill died on Sunday, March 11, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Windsor, Me., he had lived
in Massachusetts, Westfield and Ak-
ron, Ohio before moving to Murray
Hill 16 years ago. For several years
he maintained a summer residence
in Maine.

Mr. Greeley had been employed by
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Com-
pany for 42 years and held several
positions within the company. His
last position prior to retiring in 1994
was that of national sales manager.

He was a graduate of the Bentley
School, receiving a degree in finance
and accounting.

He was a United States Army vet-

eran of the Korean Conflict.
Mr. Greeley belonged to the Ma-

sons and the Chamber of Commerce
in Massachusetts. He also was a vol-
unteer for SCORE and was a con-
tributor to the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey.

Surviving are his wife of 46 years,
Dr. Margareta Greeley; a son, Peter
Greeley; a daughter, Stephanie Ann
Stirrup, and three grandchildren.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, March 14, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society.
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New Eyes For Needy
Reveals Appointments
AREA – The board of trustees of

New Eyes for the Needy, based in
Short Hills, has announced the ap-
pointment of Pamela DePompo-
Klein of Alpha to the position of
executive director.

Additionally, Susan Dyckman of
Fanwood recently joined New Eyes
as director of Development and Com-
munications.

The mission of New Eyes for the
Needy is to improve the vision of
disadvantaged individuals by pro-
viding new eyeglasses in the United
States and recycling donated eye-
glasses for distribution overseas.

This year, New Eyes expects to
provide more than 5,500 pairs of
eyeglasses to indigent men, women
and children across the United States.
To date in fiscal year 2006-2007,
New Eyes has purchased 1,290 pairs
of eyeglasses for New Jersey resi-
dents.

New Eyes is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this year. For more in-
formation about New Eyes’ program
to provide prescription eyeglasses to
indigent Americans, please call Ms.
DePompo-Klein at (973) 376-4908
or visit neweyesfortheneedy.org.

Margaretha Kantor, 81, Loved Tennis;
Was Devoted Reader of New York Times

Irene M. Mone, 84
Irene M. Mone, 84, of Westfield

died on Monday, March 12, at her
home.

Born in Flushing, Ohio, she was
raised in Middleport, Pa. and lived in
Westfield since 1939.

Mrs. Mone had been a bookkeeper
for Felice of Westfield for 10 years
before retiring in 1990.

She was a member of the Catholic
Daughters of America Court Trinity
No. 337 in Westfield and of the Ro-
sary Society at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.

Surviving are her husband, John
Mone; two daughters, Elaine Cladek
and Carol Ann Petersen; a son, Larry
Mone; a sister, Elaine Micheli, and
four grandchildren.

The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, March 16, from
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be of-
fered at 10 a.m. at the Holy Trinity
Church. Interment will take place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, March 15,
at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Margaretha Clara Smulders Kantor,
81, died on Tuesday, March 6, 2007.

Born and raised in Indonesia of Dutch
parents, Lily and Bernardus Smulders,
she survived four years in a Japanese
internment camp during
World War II, where her
strength of character and
striking looks earned her
the nickname “The White
Angel,” which to this day
she is known by among
the survivors who gather
each year in Amsterdam,
a reunion she helped or-
ganize.

After the war,
Margaretha became a
KLM airline stewardess
and eventually the spokes-
model for KLM during the “glory days”
of flying and favorite model of the late
Dutch photographer Paul Huff. Having
emigrated to New York in 1960, she
met and married Norman Kantor in
1965, her devoted husband of 42 years.
They moved to Westfield in 1970.

One of her great passions was ten-
nis, which despite a debilitating kid-
ney disease that plagued her for the
last 10 years, she played with ferocity,
especially at net, with people half her
age right up until her last week.

Another great passion was The
New York Times, which may have
lost its most devoted reader of the
last 30 years. As someone who was
unable to get a higher education be-
cause of her circumstances during

the war, she managed to educate
herself well beyond many grad stu-
dents, by her almost religious devo-
tion to this newspaper. She read it
cover to cover every day – including

Sundays – and shared
what she learned with
all. She even had two
Letters-to-the-Editor
published. Margaretha
will be remembered for
her strong and heartfelt
opinions and wry and
wicked sense of humor.

She is survived by
Norman; her two chil-
dren, Steven Kantor and
Clarissa Taylor; her son-
in-law and daughter-in-
law, B.J. Taylor and Jane

Kantor, and her four grandchildren,
who she adored, Chloe, Caroline, Ben
and Jack.

Margaretha was one of those rare
people who saw beauty in everything
around her, especially in nature, and
helped foster that love and apprecia-
tion in her children and grandchil-
dren. Known to her friends and fam-
ily as Toetie, she will be deeply missed
by all. We love you, Mom.

The Kantor family will be opening
their home to friends and family from
5 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, March 20, and
Wednesday, March 21.

Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
of Westfield.

March 15, 2007

Margaretha C. Kantor

Garwood BOE Campaign Release

Seeking Full, Three-Year Term
by: Lisa Marano, Candidate for Garwood BOE

*********

I have been a member of the BOE
for one year now and would like to be
re-elected for a three-year term so I
can continue to be part of an ever-
changing education system for the
children. As a board, we are always
looking for ways to improve our cur-
riculum as well as continually moni-
toring our test scores.

 I will strive to participate in cur-
riculum adoptions and closely moni-
tor our upcoming math and language
arts literature scores and continue to
maintain and improve upon our out-
standing science scores.

We are also continually working to
ensure our buildings are secure with
our building usage policy. Working
with the community by getting their
feedback, we ensure access to our
buildings by making sure they are
safe for not only the community mem-
bers but most importantly for the chil-
dren.

Although we are a pre-kindergar-
ten through eighth-grade school sys-
tem, we also have a responsibility
to educate our high school students.
I am pleased to say that this past
year, the board negotiated the con-

tinuation of the agreement with the
Clark school district. This agree-
ment will provide our high school
students with continuity and a qual-
ity education.

Garwood has a wonderful educa-
tion system and as a parent and a
board member, I want to do my part to
make sure that all of the children in
our district receive the quality educa-
tion they need and deserve.

 I gained a lot of knowledge during
my one-year position as a Garwood
BOE member and would like to con-
tinue my service for the community
for another three years.

I would like to thank you in ad-
vance for the support from my fellow
Garwood residents on Tuesday, April
17. To learn more about me, please
visit my website at
www.voteLisaMarano.com.

Ms. Leppert to Review
Stern’s True-Life Story

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Alumni Association
will meet on Tuesday, March 20, at
7:30 p.m. in Room 101 at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. The
high school is located at 641 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

Marie DeFrancisco Leppert, Class
of 1944, will review the true-life story
of Virginia Stern, Class of 1945, called
“In Transit.”

Refreshments will be served and
all are welcome.

Rutgers Ensemble Set
To Perform at Church
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rutgers

Collegium Musicum, Rutgers’ early
music vocal ensemble, will present a
concert on Monday, March 26, at 8
p.m. at the Community Presbyterian
Church, located at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside.

Primarily performing the works of
William Byrd (1540-1623), this will
be the choir’s first appearance in the
Mountainside area.

The choir includes Rutgers’ stu-
dents, professors and professional
singers in the New Brunswick area
and is conducted by Dr. Andrew
Kirkman.

The concert is free and open to the
public. However, a free will offering
will be taken to help with the costs of
recording the choir’s yearly album.
For more information, please call the
church office at (908) 232-9490 or
visit the church’s website at
cpcmountainsidenj.com.

Bangkok Dentist Adventure:
Teeth Falling Out is a Common Dream

The man said to me, “Only raise your
hand if you can’t stand the pain.” Then he
put a heavy mask over my face and the
room became dark.

I was at the dentist and I had no idea
what he was about to do to my mouth. He
would take off the mask occasionally and
hand me a mirror. It was all I could do not
to gag when he’d explain in broken En-
glish what and why my mouth was blood-
ied, why there was now a hole in my
molar. I wanted to tell him to put the mask
back on, that I had no desire to see any of
this.

I was in Bangkok for the dentist ap-
pointment because part of my tooth had
just fallen out and I didn’t know why.
There were bomb threats in Bangkok that
weekend and the embassy told us to avoid
public transportation, which was diffi-
cult. Earlier in the week I was in my house
in the south of Thailand when suddenly
there was something hard and loose in my
mouth. I spit out my tooth into my hand.

Later on the 12-hour bus ride up to
Bangkok, I thought how odd it was be-
cause teeth falling out is a common dream.
When you dream that your teeth are fall-
ing out it’s supposed to suggest that you
are about to lose something or someone
who is important to you. It symbolizes
losing something you originally thought
was a permanent fixture.

I was also in Bangkok because a friend,
a volunteer who lived close to me and
who I had spent a great deal of time with,
had finished his service and was flying
back to America. He was nervous to go
back home. He didn’t know what he was
going to do there. He hadn’t even told his
family he was coming home yet.

“I guess I’ll call them from the airport,”
he said. “So much time has passed there,”
he went on, “but it doesn’t feel like any
time has passed here. I feel like I have
been in a holding cell, in a void here.”

Friends have gotten married, had chil-
dren. They talk about 401Ks and business
trips and buying cars. All the while we’ve
just been here in the south of Thailand —
teaching children and eating food that’s
too spicy.

It’s difficult not understanding what
the people around us are saying while
trying to be polite and be considerate, in
a culture that isn’t our own. We sit by fans

because it’s so hot, read used paperbacks
and hitchhike in the back of pickup trucks
as often buses never arrive on time.

In America, I had always felt like I was
moving forward, in a linear fashion; here,
it feels like I have spent the last 14 months
in a hammock, swaying casually back
and forth.

I couldn’t feel certain parts of my mouth
when I left the hospital. It felt like a
marble was being pushed down into my
gums. It hurt. And I was, in afternoon
traffic, two hours from the cheap
guesthouse where I was staying. I got on
a crowded bus. It was hot and I sat by the
window as we went stop-and-go down
the streets. Smog pumping out of cars and
motorbikes and tuk-tuks. Old withered
men pedaling, weaving around on bi-
cycles. Only raise your hand if you can’t
stand the pain. I thought about that line
and how I was going to tell my friend
when I got back to the guesthouse. It’d
make for a good story, I thought.

I probed around my molar with my
tongue. I remembered I was white and
realized I was the only Westerner on the
bus. I felt alone and sort of lost and very
dirty but it was fine. It was nothing new.
I kept both my hands down, crossed on
my lap. I sat and I waited to arrive back.

Mary Lorraine Snauffer
Thailand

marylorraine.snauffer@gmail.com
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