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Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
PARADE O’ THE IRISH…Union Township hosted Union County’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, one of the largest parades in the state, last Saturday. The parade
has been an area institution since 1997. Thousands of marchers and spectators participated and viewed the parade. Left, a member of the Union County Police and
Fire Pipes and Drums keeps rhythm as he marches. Right, students of Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains carry flags representing the 32 counties of Ireland.
See additional photos at goleader.com/photos.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
ST. PATRICK’S DAY GREETINGS…New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine par-
ticipates in Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade last Saturday, taking time
out to greet spectators along the route.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
CONCEPT DRAWING…Edward Dec, engineer for the proposed development
connecting Wild Hedge Lane in Mountainside and Orenda Circle in Westfield,
describes the details to Mountainside’s planning board at its meeting Thursday.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEW HOME FOR HILLCREST…The Union County Educational Services
Commission’s Westlake School and Beadleston High School on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield will house the UCESC’s Hillcrest Academy South. The
commission voted last week to relocate Hillcrest to the Lamberts Mill Road
facility after the Westfield Board of Education opted not to renew the academy’s
lease at Lincoln School. See story on page 3.

Mountainside Planning Board Discusses Rapuano
Orenda Plan, Rejects JMK Parking Lot Proposal

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Planning Board, Thurs-
day night, discussed reviewed a con-
ceptual of two proposals by C.F.G.R.
to develop properties on Wild Hedge
Lane (also referred to as Lloyd Lane)
involving demolition of a home on
Orenda Circle in Westfield.

The board also voted against a pro-
posal by JMK Auto Sales and
Mountainside Industrial Associates
to add an on-site parking lot for stor-
age of new cars at the dealership.

Because the Wild Hedge’ applicant
submitted two proposals, board chair-
man John Tomaine said repeatedly
during discussion that the board would
not indicate a preference for one of
the two plans.

Both plans involved the develop-
ment of a three-home subdivision of
a property currently owned by devel-
oper Ralph Rapuano and the demoli-
tion of a home he owns at the north-
eastern corner of Orenda Circle for
access and egress to the development.

The larger of the two plans in-
cludes the development of a second
property currently owned by Edward
and Janice Koszowski. If the
Koszowski’ property were developed,
the existing home would be preserved
and the property would be divided
into five lots – one would house the
Koszowki residence, and Mr.
Rapuano would develop four new
homes on the others.

During the meeting, board attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin mentioned on-
going litigation from an earlier at-

tempt to develop this property. That
application did not propose access-
ing the development from Orenda
Circle.

June Heintz, who owns the prop-
erty opposite the proposed roadway
on Orenda Circle, questioned Edward
Dec, the developer’s engineer, about
the grade of the proposed roadway.
He said the grade would be “about 3
percent for the first 50 to 75 feet, then
about 10 to 12 percent for the remain-
ing 300 feet.”

Ms. Heintz said there would be a
need to clear the storm drain by her

property of debris during heavy storm
to keep storm water flowing. Earlier
in the evening, Mr. Dec had described
state development regulations that
would require “significant” reductions
in storm water flows be designed into
the project. He said the regulations
would likely be “especially signifi-
cant” if the larger development were
undertaken.

Bart Barre of Wild Hedge Lane said
he was concerned about creating a cut-
through from Orenda Circle to Hillside
Avenue. Multiple other area residents

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

MS School Budget Rises $1
Million Over Last Year

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
Tuesday night approved the 2007-
2008 school budget of $14.95 mil-
lion, which is approximately $1 mil-
lion more than last year, to submit to
the Union County Superintendent of
Schools prior to requesting voter ap-
proval on Tuesday, April 17.

Last year, Mountainside voters ap-
proved a tax levy of $11,276,433 to
support the spending of $13,966,844.
The average borough taxpayer experi-
enced an increase of $392 in school
taxes in 2006. The 2006 property tax
levy represented 81 percent of the
total tax revenue to support the school
budget, with another 12 percent, or
$1,659,804, coming from dissolution
of the now defunct Union County High
School Regional District.

The BOE will hold a final public
hearing, which will include discus-
sion of per-household impact, on the
budget at its Tuesday, March 27 meet-
ing.

As submitted, the budget’s general
fund is allocated at $14,387,861. The
special revenue fund is $177,890, and
debt service is $388,135. The total
base budget is $14,953,886.

Taxpayers will vote on a
$11,694,735 tax levy this year. School
officials said almost half of the bud-
get – 44.9 percent, or $6.3 million – is
allocated to employee salaries. An
additional 11.2 percent, or $1.6 mil-
lion, is for employee health benefits.

About 24 percent, or $3.4 million,
will go toward tuition for Mountainside
students who attend Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights. Officials said per-student tu-
ition costs at Governor Livingston will
jump to $12,500 from $11,593.

Along with the budget, the BOE
passed a resolution to apply for a

$374,481 “commissioner adjustment
for tuition” for “increases in tuition to
another district in a formal sending/
receiving relationship.”

Business Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin said next year’s budget
was prepared in anticipation of tax-
levy-cap bill A-1/S-20, which would
impose a 4-percent cap on annual tax
levies. He said it is unusual for a bud-
get to be prepared using guidelines
from a bill that is not yet in effect.

Governor Jon Corzine has until
Thursday, March 22, to sign the bill.
Mr. McLaughlin said the bill would
“automatically become law” if the
governor does not sign the legislation.

School board and budget elections
are Tuesday, April 17; residents can
vote from 2 to 9 p.m. at Deerfield
Elementary School, Community Pres-
byterian Church orborough hall.

In other business, the BOE approved
a resolution to accept a $4,000 dona-
tion from the Blanche M. and George
L. Watts Mountainside Community
Foundation to buy two automated ex-
ternal defibrillators for the district.

Twenty-seven employees, from
kitchen aides to custodians and teach-
ers, will be trained on the device,
according to Chief School Adminis-
trator (CSA) Richard O’Malley.

The BOE approved a resolution for
a “joint transportation agreement”
between the Mountainside and
Westfield boards of education to trans-
port a Mountainside student to
Westfield’s Jefferson Elementary
School for the “Leaps and Bounds”
Autism program. The cost is $3,175.

In personnel matters, the BOE ap-
proved $1,110 for fourth-grade
teacher Sue Brost to pursue an online
degree from the University of
Scranton. Ms. Brost was a 2006
Teacher of the Year in Mountainside.

Mr. O’Malley called the online edu-
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Westfield Budget to Rise
6 Percent to $36 Mil.
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following the town
council’s regular public meeting Tues-
day night, the finance policy commit-
tee detailed this year’s proposed $36-
million municipal budget and $20.2
million tax levy. The budget represents
a $2 million (6.1 percent) jump from
last year’s budget of $33.96 million.

The proposed tax levy increase of
$1,162,814 over 2006 amounts to an
increase of approximately $119 a year
($9.91 a month) on the average as-
sessed home in Westfield, which, for
2007, is $181,500.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the budget increase “does not correlate
with the tax-levy increase.” Last year’s
budget increase amounted to 4.9 per-
cent, with the municipal portion of the
tax bill alone rising 8.2 percent. This
year’s budget increase and tax levy are
both 6.1 percent because “we’ve got a
lot more revenue to offset our expenses.
We have a lot of opportunities now to
make it a much more equitable spread
between the budget and the tax levy.”

The committee met more than 10
times in the last two months, “review-
ing every line item,” said Mr. Gildea,
who gave the budget summary. He said
to produce savings, the committee “left
no stone unturned” and decided to re-
duce three full-time staff positions to
two part-time positions and eliminate
an additional part-time job.

Because of “effective collective-
bargaining agreement negotiations”
with the fire and police departments

and teamsters, the town “yielded sig-
nificant budget savings,” with com-
posite salaries and wages increasing
less than 2 percent, he said.

Salaries and wages, which amount
for 45 percent of the budget, will
increase more than $313,000 in 2007.

Mr. Gildea said much of the “major
savings” in the police department were
“due to the fact that there were a lot of
retirements last year, a lot of breakage
on retirees, including longevity.”

He said “effective contract negotia-
tions, along with plan-design changes”
with the three municipal unions re-
sulted in health-insurance increases of
4.9 percent, which are “well below
market trends (12 to 15 percent).”

The budget will increase appro-
priations for service items, including
the annual leaf-collection program,
tree-removal services and conserva-
tion-center removal costs.

For the first time since 2004, state
aid increased. Mr. Gildea noted that
the “modest” $84,000 increase is off-
set by the approximately $60,000 paid
back to the state due to the 7-percent
sales tax on parking revenue, yield-
ing a net increase of $24,686.

To prepare for future budgets, the
committee will continue a “compre-
hensive” examination of its current
capital-improvement program in or-
der to maintain a “clearly defined five-
year capital plan,” specifically as it
relates to managing the debt service.
Mr. Gildea said the debt service is
“manageable, but going up rather

Board Denies Couple’s Bid
To Install Rear Yard Shed
By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At its meeting
Monday night, the Westfield Board
of Adjustment denied an application
from Eric and Amy Judka of 568 First
Street to install an eight-foot by 10-
foot shed in their rear yard, which
would increase their land coverage to
20.8 percent, a violation of the town’s
land-use ordinance. The ordinance
allows a maximum coverage of 20
percent for buildings and above-
ground structures.

Without the shed, the couple said
they would have no outdoor storage
space, since they were not allowed to
retain an existing garage on the lot.

Board member Mary Alice Ryan
said that if the board was to approve
the variance, it would be granting
building contractors the right to build
to the very maximum and not provide
adequate storage while assuring
homeowners that the board would
sympathize and honor the request.

“This wasn’t an innocent mistake,”
she said.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said the builders should
have resolved the issue and “now the
homeowner is paying the price.”

The board approved a proposal from

AHB Enterprises LLC of 462 West
Broad Street to construct a covered
stairway from the rear of the second
floor to grade as an additional means
of egress for the Westfield Infant Tod-
dler Day Care Center.

State law mandates that in order to
accommodate an additional 10 stu-
dents, for a total of 34 students, an
educational facility like the day-care
center must have an alternative exit in
the event of an emergency.

The board denied James and Chris-
tine Ryan of 160 Cottage Place per-
mission to install an in-ground pool
six feet from the water line to the rear
and side properties. The land-use or-
dinance requires a minimum setback
of 15 feet from the water line to the
property line.

Anthony Migliaro of 121 Virginia
Street sought permission to retain his
existing front-yard setback of 40-plus
feet. Upon reviewing the proposal,
the board questioned an additional
height violation and then “strongly”
advised Mr. Migliaro to return with
an attorney to the board’s next meet-
ing.

Anne Laird, owner of The Town
Book Store at 270 East Broad Street,
received approval to erect one addi-

Garwood Municipal Taxes
To Increase $275 Per Home

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on Tuesday night introduced a
$6,619,244 municipal budget that
calls for an average tax increase of
about $275 per average household.
The proposed $4,660,138 tax levy
represents a 27.5-point or $464,100
hike over last year  A tax point equals
$18,200 in spending in Garwood.
Total spending is up $516,020 over
last year’s introduced spending plan.

“The borough is once again faced
with increases in several areas,” said
finance committee member and coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Villaggio.

Cost increases faced by the bor-
ough include: pensions at $80,000;
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) at $78,000, which is under-
going a court-mandated $138-mil-
lion upgrade; utilities/fuel at $19,000;
insurance, $18,000; the borough li-
brary, $21,000; interest on notes,
$41,000, and reserve for uncollected
taxes at $16,000. The available sur-
plus decreased by $243,000 from
2006. These amounts total $516,000.

This year’s RVSA charges are
$748,847, or $411 per average as-
sessed household, and next year’s
increase will be approximately
$300,000, which will bring the total
to $576 per average assessed house-
hold, Ms. Villaggio said. The average
assessment in Garwood is $100,000.

The finance committee recom-
mended that the borough apply for
extraordinary aid from the state this
year, which, Ms. Villaggio said, would
push budget adoption back to July.

“We believe that we meet criteria

set forth by the New Jersey Division
of Local Government Services and
that we have used all available sur-
plus and have minimized the reserve
for uncollected taxes to offset tax
increases,” said Ms. Villaggio said.

In order to apply for extraordinary
aid, an application must be sent to
Trenton by Friday, March 23. The aid
would be awarded after the state
adopts its 2008 Fiscal Year budget,
which is due by June 30.

Resident Bruce Paterson questioned
the validity of a borough ordinance
that would prohibit awarding or au-
thorizing any redevelopment agree-
ment by any developer who makes or
has made political contributions.

Mr. Paterson said, “The ordinance
looks nice on bold print but is actually
useless. I see this not changing a single
thing. The Mews (developer) donated
$125,000 to higher-level political par-
ties – I’m not going to mention affili-
ations – and that money gets wheeled
around. It’s a major problem we have
in the State of New Jersey.

“This (ordinance) is toothless in my
opinion. I applaud you for at least
taking a baby step, but there is a lot
more work that should be done... If
you’re not going to go any further than
this, than all of this is just window
dressing. I just hope you’re not trying
to dupe the public into thinking that
this is the solution to everything.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the
borough council had no comment.

The borough’s Easter Egg Hunt
will be held on Saturday, March 31, at
noon at the Little League Field. There
will be 1,500 plastic eggs available –
500 more than last year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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POLICE BLOTTER

Prosecutor Offers Award for
Info. in 2000 Murder Case

COUNTY – The Union County’s
Prosecutor’s Office is offering a $20,000
award for information leading to the
arrest and indictment of a suspect in the
February 1, 2000, murder of a 43-year-
old Staten Island woman in Elizabeth.

Authorities said the body of Maria
Tauber, a mother of four, was found
in a burning car in a remote section of
Elizabeth.

“We continue to work on this case,”
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said. “We feel confident
it will be resolved, particularly in
light of the new forensic technology
that has come into use in the seven
years since the murder. We are also
asking for help from the public. Any
information offered to us will be kept
in the strictest confidence.”

According to the prosecutor’s office,
Ms. Tauber’s beaten and burned body
was discovered shortly after 9 p.m. in
her green 1999 Ford Windstar van. The
van was found burning on Allen Street
in Elizabeth in a secluded area not far
from the New Jersey side of the Goethals
Bridge. Police believe she may have
been murdered in a different location.

Ms. Tauber, who was about 5 feet
tall and weighed between 100 and 110
pounds, lived with her husband and
four children on Martin Avenue in
Staten Island, according to the
prosecutor’s office. She was last seen
at her home at about 5:30 p.m. the
night of her death. Authorities said
sometime after 6 p.m. she may have
been in the New Dorp area of Staten
Island near 2660 Amboy Road, where
a business associate, Brian McLean of
Manalapan, rented a storage garage.

Ms. Tauber, along with McLean,
was half-owner of Bri-Mar, Inc., a
painting and contracting firm that
served residential and business cus-
tomers in the Staten Island and
Monmouth County areas.

Anyone with information about Mrs.
Tauber’s whereabouts on the evening
of her murder or who has any informa-
tion about this case can call the Union
County Crimestopper’s anonymous
tipline at (908) 654-TIPS or Elizabeth
Police Detectives Chris Kenney or
Keith White at (908) 558-2034 or Lieu-
tenant Carl Riley of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office at (908) 527-4695.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
PLANS…An artist’s rendering shows the larger variant of the proposed develop-
ment linking Westfield’s Orenda Circle and Mountainside’s Wild Hedge Lane. The
existing roads are at the upper (Orenda) and lower (Wild Hedge) right, and the
proposed roadway joins the two and continues beyond. The smaller variant would
develop only the three lots on the right and the roadway to them would be narrower.

Westfield
Monday, March 5, a North Avenue

automobile dealership reported that
one or more individuals unlawfully
entered a 2006 Chevrolet on the pre-
mises and removed the rear view mir-
ror and, in the process, damaged the
vehicle’s windshield and headliner.

Monday, March 5, a health care
facility reported the theft of six PDI
hospital-grade flat-screen televisions
from one of its rooms. The total value
of the televisions is $3,000.

Monday, March 5, a Grove Street
resident reported the theft of a tire lug
nut locking device from her motor
vehicle.

Monday, March 5, a Barchester Way
resident reported that her identity was
unlawfully obtained whereupon the
person responsible used the victim’s
credit card accounts to make numer-
ous transactions in out-of-state stores.

Monday, March 5, following a ran-
dom license plate check, Joyce Yarusi,
55, of Westfield was arrested at North
and 4th Avenues on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was
released after posting $55 bail.

Tuesday, March 6, Joseph A.
Rodriguez, 27, of Avenel was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters pur-
suant to a contempt of court warrant
that was issued by the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $99.

He also was arrested pursuant to
contempt of court warrants issued by
the Borough of Demarest and East
Brunswick Township municipal courts,
with bail amounts of $140 and $108,
respectively. Rodriguez was released
after posting bail on all the warrants.

Tuesday, March 6, Roseanna
Padilla, 22, of Hillside was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Lynn
Lane and Golf Edge Drive on an
outstanding Roselle Park warrant for
$753. She was turned over to the
Roselle Park Police Department.

Wednesday, March 7, Michael J.
Henriques, 21, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at Cranford police headquarters
pursuant to a contempt of court war-
rant that was issued by the Westfield
Municipal Court. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters and
released after posting $150 bail.

Thursday, March 8, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Crossway Place on an out-
standing Mountainside warrant for $500.
He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 8, Alvaro
Castaneda, 22, of Bridgewater was
arrested for contempt of court on a
Bridgewater warrant during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
West Broad Street. He was released
after posting $130 bail.

Friday, March 9, William Glynn, 45,
of Westfield was arrested at Hort Street
and West South Avenue and charged
with displaying a fraudulent govern-
mental document and hindering appre-
hension after he allegedly provided
police with a false driver’s license.

The arrest occurred as the result of
an investigation subsequent to a mo-
tor vehicle stop for a motor vehicle
violation. Glynn was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
released on his own recognizance af-
ter being served with two summonses.

Friday, March 9, George Kelly, Jr., 37,
of Dunellen was arrested for alleged
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana during a motor vehicle stop at

North Avenue and East Broad Street. He
was released on his own recognizance
with a March 21 court date.

Saturday, March 10, Jamal G. Bos-
ton, 23, of Rahway was arrested at an
East Broad Street location on a war-
rant from the State of New Jersey
Superior Court for violation of his
intensive supervision program.

He was processed at Westfield po-
lice headquarters and transported to
the Union County jail. Boston also
was arrested on an outstanding traffic
warrant issued by the Irvington Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $500.

Mountainside
Friday, March 9, Leidell Tyus, 54, of

Newark was arrested and charged with
failure to inspect his vehicle, hindering
apprehension or prosecution for giving
police a false identity and consumption
of an alcoholic beverage in a vehicle.
He was also charged with driving with
a suspended license, police said.

Saturday, March 10, Fabian A. Praino,
28, of Watchung was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop, which subsequently
revealed an outstanding warrant from
Mount Olive in the amount of $262.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 8, a Union County

Magnet High School student reported
that someone removed her digital cam-
era from her locker, which was left
unlocked. The camera is valued at $300.

Friday, March 9, a resident of
Plainfield reported that someone
made an unauthorized debit card with-
drawal from her account.

Friday, March 9, William Brown,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden
after a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, March 10, a Piscataway
resident reported that someone stole his
vehicle after he parked it in a public lot.

Saturday, March 10, Taylor Raftree,
24, of Rahway was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated after a motor
vehicle stop. She was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 10, an employee
at a Route 22 gas station reported that
the driver of a vehicle received gas
and fled without paying.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 6, a resident in the

300 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that someone stole her credit
card information and ordered a lap
top computer without her permission.

Thursday, March 8, Mathew J.
Laird, 39, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant
after a field investigation.

Thursday, March 8, Delbert
Ragsdale, Jr., 56, of Stewartsville was
arrested on an outstanding North
Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Friday, March 9, Francis J. Burbage,
3rd, 40, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Newark warrant after
a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, March 9, a Scotch Plains
resident and business owner reported
that between May 1, 2006, and Feb-
ruary 27, 2007, someone fueled his
vehicle using the business account
without authorization. According to
police, $1,200 worth of gas was sto-
len. Police said they have a suspect
and are investigating the matter.

Friday, March 9, an Elm Avenue
resident reported that someone with-
drew money from her account with-
out permission.

also questioned aspects of the proposal,
raising variants of these points.

On the other case, JMK Auto Sales
proposed a lot for the storage of up to
104 new cars at the rear of the dealer-
ship. The property is located on the
Springfield-Mountainside line, and
while the dealership is in Springfield,
the lot would have been in
Mountainside. The project was to in-
clude the construction of a retaining
wall behind the current structure and
the filling of the space created.

During questioning, Marianne
Hocko, a Springfield Avenue resident
whose property faces the proposed
development, said she did not want to
look at a 30-foot-high retaining wall.

Borough engineer Michael Disko
raised issues with the wall’s height
and its proximity to an easement for
servicing a Springfield sewer line.

In summing up his reasoning before
casting the final vote in the unanimous
decision against the project, Mr.
Tomaine said the applicants had failed
to make a compelling case for the ben-
efits of the project outweighing the
deviation required from zoning rules.

The board memorialized three ear-
lier decisions at the meeting – a two-
lot subdivision by Frontier Real Estate
Development at 255 New Providence
Road, additions and a deck at the
Splaine property at 139 Knightsbridge
Road and the interpretation explain-
ing the denial of an application sub-
mitted by Rome Festival/Mafucci at
448 New Providence Road.

The board elected to delay
memorialization of a pool and ga-
zebo proposal on the Helen Blitz’
property at 130 Mill Lane because
concerns with lighting, landscaping
and fencing had not been addressed.

The board’s next meeting is to be
held on Thursday, April 12 at 8 p.m.
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Finance Committee Presents WF Budget

cation “another vehicle in which we
can improve classroom instruction with-
out actually leaving the classroom.”

In the area of curriculum, the BOE
approved the 2007 summer school,
camp and enrichment programs.

Summer school and enrichment
will run from June 25 through July 27
at Beechwood School. Summer camp
will run from June 25 to August 3 at
Beechwood School.

Referring to the summer curricu-
lum, Mr. O’Malley said, “I think it
sells itself at this point.”

The curriculum offers classes in
subjects including the arts, technol-
ogy and academic math and writing.

Board member MaryBeth
Schaumberg said negotiations continue
between the BOE and the Mountainside
Education Association (MEA) for dis-

trict employees. Mrs. Schaumberg said
“both sides have exchanged proposals”
for a new three-year contract, which
would take effect July 1.

Negotiations will continue on Mon-
day, March 19, and they have sched-
uled subsequent meetings “so we can
assure the process moves forward as
expeditiously as possible,” she said.

Board president John Perrin thanked
BOE members for their “huge time
commitment” on this and other issues.

During his CSA report, Mr.
O’Malley encouraged parents to at-
tend an Internet safety workshop on
Thursday, March 22, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Deerfield School cafeteria.

“Perverted Justice,” a group that
exposes Internet predators and has
been featured on Dateline NBC, will
host the 90-minute presentation, spon-
sored by the Mountainside Munici-
pal Drug Alliance, police department
and school district.

“We expect some good attendance
at that workshop,” said Mr. O’Malley.

quickly with all the infrastructure im-
provements we’ve had. We were on a
very aggressive pace.” From 1996 to
2006, the town paved 35 miles of road,
as compared to the eight miles it paved
from 1985 to 1995. “While that’s been
good, it’s affecting our capital plan.
It’s affecting our debt service.”

The town will have a debt service of
more than $1.5 million, up more than
$191,000 (14.3 percent) from last year.

Peter Echausse, the chairman of
the finance committee, said, “we are
comfortable with where we are, but
the aggressiveness can’t continue.”

Speaking after the budget summary,
he said, “For the fourth year in a row, no
sale-of-asset money was used to bal-
ance the budget. After this year, we will
pay off all of our unfunded debt. The
state-aid situation is more of a shell
game. They’re increasing the state-aid
number, but on the parking side they’re
kind of taking it away. We could have
pushed more, but I think we’re just
cutting our nose for next year. It’s going
to be a really tough year.”

Under statutory items, Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
costs will amount to an additional
$221,300 (11.1 percent) this year.
Mr. Gildea said with “major increases
coming down the pike” next year, the
assessment would more than qua-
druple to $980,000. The sewerage
authority plant is undergoing a $138-
million court-ordered upgrade.

Also under required expenditures,
the municipal library costs this year
will rise more than a quarter-of-a-
million dollars (12.4 percent).

The Public Employees Retirement
system (PERS), funded at 60 percent,
will increase by $113,000. Next year,
the town is responsible for 80 percent
of the cost. Police and Firemen’s
Retirement System (PFRS), funded
at 80 percent, will rise $436,000. Next
year, Westfield will owe 100 percent.

Statutory and required items
amount to roughly $12.75 million in
2007, an increase of more than $1.3
million (11.9 percent).

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana, a member of the finance
committee, said, “Of the $2 million
of increases, $1.3 million is statutory.
We do not control that increase. We
are required to pay by law or prior
agreement. That’s almost 70 percent
of our increase. Debt service is
$200,000, which is another 10 per-
cent of the increase. The rest of the
increase – less than 20 percent of the
budget – is related to rising costs.”

In terms of operating expenditures,
totaling more than $180,000, the town
will see an increase of $165,000 (14.8
percent) from service-related items,
including annual collection of leaves,
bulky-waste program and expanded
tree service. The town will save
$47,000 (84.8 percent decrease) in
planning-board department expendi-
tures by reducing its need for a con-
sultant planner with the addition of
town planner Judith Thornton and
eliminating the need for steno ser-
vices at every meeting.

The largest increase in salaries and
wages will come from the Public
Works department’s hike of $145,464
due to “mostly contractual increases,”
Mr. Gildea said to the press after the
meeting, noting that of the 37-person
department, 27 earn the top salary.
The biggest savings will be seen in
the police department, with the town
realizing a $100,600 (1.7 percent)
drop from the new negotiated con-
tract and savings from retirements.

Of the $36-million budget, more
than $20 million (56 percent) will
come from local property taxes. The
fund balance’s $4 million will gener-
ate 11 percent of revenues, amounting
to roughly 85 percent of the available
balance. Mr. Gildea said, “that is ag-
gressive, but we feel comfortable with
this number. It helps us be prepared for
next year and create more fund bal-
ance to offset next year’s tax levy.”

Overall, the town anticipates more
than $15.8 million in revenue – almost
$895,000 more than last year. Mr.
Gildea called this a “big luxury” that
“helps keep the tax levy manageable.”

The town anticipates $1.864 bil-
lion in ratables, “a significant in-
crease” of $12.45 million (0.7 per-
cent). “We’ve got a lot of develop-
ment (teardowns, additions, renova-
tions) in this town. We were con-
cerned last year when our ratables
didn’t go up as high as expected. One
of the reasons is that a developer or
homeowner has two years to do a job.
If they are not accepted in that given
year, they go to the following year.”

Mr. Caruana, mentioning the
$12.45-million increase, said the
number is based on appraised value,
which is 25 percent of market value.

He concluded, “This year, using
round numbers, operating went up 6
percent. Revenues went up 6 percent.
Taxes are going up less than 6 percent.
The key to keeping tax increases down
is other revenue…Our mission is to
try to realize other revenue streams,

tional sign, for a total of three signs,
on the third side of the store building.
Ms. Laird said that, due to the two
separate entrances to the bookstore,
“making our presence known pre-
sents a challenge.”

At its February 8 meeting, the board
instructed Eric Kettleson of 26
Stoneleigh Park to resubmit a more
specific proposal of his plans to erect
a six-foot wrought iron fence sur-
rounding a swimming pool. The board
reiterated that the fence “maintains
the historic look and feel of the
Stoneleigh Park area,” in the words of
Mr. Heinbokel, and granted Mr.
Kettleson approval.

Glen Berry of 24 Barchester Way
received permission to retain an exist-
ing driveway for the purpose of a three-
car garage. Mr. Berry said he is trying to
preserve what he described as the “un-
cluttered street look” of earlier eras in
Westfield and to keep his “little corner
open and aesthetically pleasing.”

The board granted approval to three
Westfield residents who requested
variances to enact “relatively minor”
additions to their homes. Bharat Shah
of 1026 Ripley Avenue received per-
mission to construct a first-floor ad-
dition to the rear of his home to ex-
pand the kitchen.

Michael Fernandez of 12 Sandra
Circle received permission to con-
struct a front porch on his home.

Kenny and Felice Band of 301
Vernon Place received approval to
construct a porch on the front of their
house and a mudroom that would
provide the owners with a rear en-
trance to the backyard and garage.

Richard and Eileen Passananti of
841 Shackamaxon Drive received a
12-month extension for their plan to
construct an addition on their home.

The board’s next meeting will be
held on Monday, April 9.

especially in the near future [when]
there are going to be statutory in-
creases that we have no control over
that are going to be very significant.”

Erratum
In a caption of the Boy Scouts

Pinewood Derby (Off to the Races) in
last week’s issue, the name of one of
Scouts was misspelled. It should have
been spelled Isaac Amador. He is a
Bear and is in Den 5, Pack 172.

Clarification
A front-page story in the March 8

edition of The Leader should have said
that Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley was reluctant to redistrict
intermediate-school children due to a
lack of interest of northside parents to
move their children into the Mandarin
and science and technology programs
at Edison Intermediate School.

Separately, Mr. Foley said the dis-
trict plans to redistrict 30 kindergar-
ten and first-grade students from Wil-
son Elementary School to Franklin
Elementary School in September.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cookie Booth Sales to Begin
March 23 at Local Venues

WESTFIELD – Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) will hold “cookie booth
sales” in Westfield. The dates and
locations are as follows:

Cookies will be sold on Friday,
March 23, from 4 to 8 p.m. at the
Westfield Train Station and 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., Westfield Post Office, Central
Avenue; Saturday, March 24, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Starbucks, Central Av-
enue, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Drug
Fair, North Avenue; Sunday, March
25, 9 a.m. to noon at ShopRite, North
Avenue in Garwood; Tuesday, March
27, 5:30 to 8 p.m., Westfield Train
Station; Saturday, March 31, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., Drug Fair, North Avenue, and
9 to 11 a.m., Bagel Chateau, South
Avenue, East.

Friday, April 13, 4 to 8 p.m.,
Westfield Train Station; Saturday,
April 14, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Westfield

Post Office and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Drug Fair, North Avenue, and Sat-
urday, April 21, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
corner of Elm and Broad Streets

Girl Scout cookies sold by
GSWRC are made by ABC Bakers.
A new cookie, the Lemonade, will
be introduced this year. The Lemon-
ade cookie is described as a “savory
slice of shortbread with a refresh-
ingly tangy lemon icing.”

Lemonades join traditional favor-
ites such as Thin Mints, Caramel
deLites, Shortbread, Thanks-A-Lot
and Peanut Butter Patties. The cook-
ies cost $3.50 per box, portions of
which support the troop selling the
cookies and the GSWRC.

The GSWRC expressed apprecia-
tion to all participating merchants
and organizations. A list of all cookie
booths in the council can be found at
westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.

MS Council Discusses Field,
Tennis Court Improvements

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Much of the
Mountainside Borough Council’s
work session Tuesday evening fo-
cused on spending and ways to con-
trol it. Council members discussed
and moved forward with two “sig-
nificant” expenditures – a $107,000
plan to install lights at Deerfield
School’s baseball field and a $59,000
resurfacing of the two front tennis
courts at the municipal complex.

The meeting also included a sec-
ond reading and public hearing on
three ordinances – a $180,000 expen-
diture to resurface a portion of Cen-
tral Avenue; a $20,429 expense for
purchase of a police SUV and an
ordinance amending a prior ordinance
relating to vital statistics records.

A grant will cover half the cost of
lights at Deerfield. Bids had been
received, but the lack of a budget may
delay the contract, officials said.

Mayor Robert Viglianti said some
money freed from escrow might be
available to prevent the contracting
from being delayed.

The mayor began discussion on re-
surfacing the tennis courts by question-
ing the borough’s return on its invest-
ment. He questioned usage levels of the
courts and whether the tennis badges
Mountainside sells could cover costs.

Recreation Director Frank Masella
said badge receipts would not cover
costs but maintained the mayor’s
statement that he “never sees them
being used” did not reflect the truth.
Mr. Masella cited players waiting in
summer and use of the courts for

school matches, noting school
matches require four courts.

Current tennis badge fees are $10
for teenagers and senior citizens, $15
for adults and $30 for non-residents.
Guest passes cost $1.

Officials discussed the possibility
of drafting an ordinance to create a
penalty for use of the courts without
a badge.

In other business, the council de-
cided not to participate in Union
County’s offer of services related to
New Jersey’s PARIS (Public Archives
and Records Infrastructure Support)
grant. The mayor cited the redun-
dancy of this effort, saying the bor-
ough had worked with the state to
bring its records up to par.

In an aside following the public
portion of the meeting, the mayor said
that, “it doesn’t matter if it’s a grant;
the money comes from somewhere.”
He said it comes out of “my pocket,
and your pocket, and your pocket.”

The council discussed storage of
the new community bus donated by
the Watts Foundation. Members said
a canvas-over-metal structure would
be the likely choice and that it would
be done at the municipal complex.

In another matter, Ted Weeks and
Mary Greeley will receive a Mabel
Young Good Neighbor Award. Raffle
applications from the Mountainside
Restoration Committee and
Children’s Specialized Hospital As-
sociation Auxiliary received approval.

Officials decided to spend $300 for
service work to the municipal Christ-
mas tree. The council will next meet
on Tuesday, March 20, at 8 p.m.
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Mountainside BOE Budget

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader

Clockwise from top left:

BABY’S FIRST PARADE…A wee
one celebrates her first St. Patrick’s
Day Parade with her mom.

DRUMMER BOY…William
Johnson, 9, of Toms River, practices
his drum. William is a member of the
Kenmure Pipe Band of Sayreville.

WHEN IRISH EYES ARE
SMILING…One county resident
shows that “you are never too old to be
wearin’ the green.”

CELEBRATING TRADITION…
The Essex County Emerald Society
Pipe Band entertains crowds in Irish
dress.

Irish Times: Scenes from Union County’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade
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Scotch Plains Officials Blame Mandated Costs
For 10 Percent of Municipal Budget Hike

Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARADE O’ THE IRISH…Union Township hosted Union County’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, one of the largest parades in the state of New Jersey, last
Saturday. The parade has been an area institution since 1997. Thousands of marchers and spectators participated and viewed the parade. At left, a member of the
Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums keeps rhythm, as he marches. At right, students of Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains carry flags representing
the 32 counties of Ireland. See additional photos at goleader.com/photos.

Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ST. PATRICK’S DAY GREETINGS…New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine par-
ticipates in Union County’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade last Saturday, taking time
out to greet spectators along the route.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mandated
costs in four separate areas account for
about 10 percent of the proposed mu-
nicipal budget in Scotch Plains this
year, and township officials said ap-
propriations will increase — “sharply”
in some cases — in the coming years.

At a recent meeting to discuss the
$23.3-million municipal spending

recommendations he proposed in late
January, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins reviewed with the township
council the 2007 appropriations for
the two sewerage authorities serving
Scotch Plains and the two state retire-
ment systems serving township em-
ployees. The township’s payments to
all four entities are mandated, he told
the council.

Fees paid to the Rahway Valley

Sewerage Authority (RVSA), which
serves most of Scotch Plains, will
total $1.109 million this year, an in-
crease of nearly 15 percent that con-
tinues the string of double-digit in-
creases of recent years. The increased
fees are to finance improvements to
RVSA’s facility in Rahway that were
made necessary by various federal,
state and court-ordered mandates,
totaling $137 million. Mr. Atkins said
he expects next year’s RVSA fee to
increase to around $1.4 million —
double the 2005 level — before level-
ing off after 2009.

RVSA officials have discussed the
possibility of privatizing the utility’s
management, but Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks said talk in that regard
has slowed recently. He said he be-
lieves RVSA management would like
to finish the capital-improvement
project before seriously considering
any privatization option.

Fees paid to the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority
(PARSA) will decrease this year, from
$430,000 to $385,000. Mr. Atkins
said the reduction is because “South
Plainfield’s percentage of what they
pay [to PARSA] has increased sub-
stantially” due to the increased num-
ber of industrial and commercial prop-
erties in the community.

In the late 1990s and early this
decade, the state government did not
require municipalities to make con-
tributions to the state pension sys-
tems, but now, local governments
must contribute. Contributions to the
Public Employee Retirement System
(PERS) will nearly double, from
$83,000 last year to $150,605 in 2007.
The township was not required to
make any contributions from 1999
through 2004. Mr. Atkins warned that
more “large increases” are coming in
the next two years.

Contributions to the Police and Fire
Retirement System (PFRS), which
were zero in 2002 and 2003, will

amount to $590,000 this year, versus
nearly $375,000 in 2006, and could
be as much as $825,000 next year,
Mr. Atkins estimated.

Mr. Atkins said, “without question,
things got screwed up” in the late 1990s,
when the state government stopped re-
quiring local governments to make pen-
sion contributions. Mr. Atkins called it
“gamesmanship” at the state level, say-
ing Trenton wanted to “make things
look better than they were.”

Another problem with the pension
systems, he said, is that “we’re all
living longer while the retirement age
hasn’t been adjusted,” meaning more
years of payments to retirees, in gen-
eral, from the pension funds than was
the case in earlier years.

The council has scheduled two more
budget meetings this month before it
introduces the 2007 municipal spend-
ing plan either late this month or early
in April.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Rec. Commission Addresses
Southside Field Concerns

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission Mon-
day night addressed residents’ con-
cerns from a hearing last week by
adding another option to the proposed
soccer-field renovations to Southside
Park.

The new plan would call for 50
parking spots, instead of the 65 in the
original plan, to add a buffer to resi-
dential properties located next to the
field, Recreation Director Ray Poerio
said.

“This was our largest public meet-
ing ever. I would estimate that at
least 450 people were there. There
were many people in favor and many
that expressed concerns. We have
the ability to adequately address the
concern about parking by eliminat-
ing a row of spaces,” Mr. Poerio
said.

Currently, Southside Park has 15
parking spaces, he said.

The recreation commission’s
original proposal enhancements for
the field include building a soccer
complex with turf field to prevent

injury and allowing more games and
practices, lighting for additional
games and practices, extending
parking, building restrooms and a
storage area and adding a play-
ground for children. The plan is
estimated to cost between $1.3 and
$1.5 million, the recreation director
said.

The new plan would pull the park-
ing lot back 30 to 40 feet from resi-
dents’ homes, according to Ed Zazzali,
recreation commission chairman.

“We are cognizant of residents’ con-
cerns. We don’t have to do this, but
we are sensitive and civil, and we are
already doubling the parking at this
facility,” he said.

Although the games would be
spaced appropriately – allowing for
a half an hour between games to
clear the parking lot – additional
parking alternatives for overflow
include a church across the street,
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools and Union Catholic
High School.

“This would address the needs un-
less there was a tournament,” Mr.

Parents, Students Ask
BOE to Save Staff

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Tears, fears
and anger coursed through last Thurs-
day night’s four-hour Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meet-
ing, as nearly 200 parents, students,
teachers, residents and district alumni
filled the Evergreen Elementary mul-
tipurpose room to discuss next year’s
tentative school budget.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes addressed the crowd, say-
ing new state formulas and legisla-
tion designed to reduce property taxes
pummel district revenue, causing the
budget to be “$1.4 million over what
the state permits us to spend.”

State regulations required the board
pass the tentative $74.3-million bud-
get Thursday. They passed it unani-
mously and reminded the public that
until the Tuesday, March 27, final
budget vote, some figures were sub-
ject to change.

Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi said the special-revenue fund
and debt-service expenses send the bud-
get over the previously reported $72
million total, but the tax levy would
remain the same at $65.45 million.

He said the budget recommends a
reduction-in-force by seven staff po-
sitions and cuts another position, that
of substance abuse coordinator
(SAC), to part time. Cuts also mean
no German for fifth and sixth graders,
no high-school ROTC program, no
dedicated choral director position at
the high school and fewer individual
music lessons for students through-
out the district.

In addition, Park and Terrill Middle
Schools’ sports teams would be con-
solidated. With the exception of track,
all the schools’ competitive athletics
teams would be combined to one team
per sport.

Previously, school officials had rec-
ommended eliminating the high
school’s freshman-sports program,
but through adjustments such as add-
ing five new staff members instead of
six, the board spared the program.

During public comments, more than
35 people spoke, objecting to differ-
ent cuts, but the majority spoke on
behalf of the music department and

one teacher in particular – high-school
choral director John Brzozowski.

The proposed budget also cuts one
music staff member, and he does not
have to be tenured, officials said.

Kate O’Connel Reilly of Scotch
Plains said students call the choral
director “Mr. B.,” and “we cannot af-
ford to lose” him. The co-president of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music
Boosters Association, she recounted
the “many” awards and honors the
district has earned not only through
the chorus and repertory theater pro-
grams led by Mr. Brzozowski, but also
through its many bands such as the
Moonglowers jazz band, the orchestra
and the school’s marching band.

“Just at the point where they (stu-
dents) need music and sports the most,
the spark will be diminished,” she
said in a prepared speech that evoked
a standing ovation.

Board President Thomas Russo
sympathized. “Scotch Plains is a
music town,” he said.

Amidst multiple pleas to save Mr.
Brzozowski, requests to not reduce
the SAC position to part time, cases
for keeping the ROTC program, ques-
tions about the middle-school sports
program and dismay about German’s
reduction, another controversy
swelled.

Debbie Brody of Scotch Plains
asked board member Donald Parisi
about his suggestions for the teach-
ing staff’s health-benefits program.

Mr. Parisi, a member of the BOE’s
finance committee, called the staff’s
use of the traditional-health benefits
plan “the biggest single waste of
money” in the budget. He said “the
traditional plan is enormously more
expensive than the Preferred Provider
Organization (PPO) plan.” He said
that costs for the PPO plan would go
up by 5 percent, compared to the
traditional plan’s costs, which will
escalate by 18 percent.

“The difference between the amount
of money we would spend if the tradi-
tional plan did not exist and the amount
of money we expect to spend next year
on current members in that plan is
almost exactly the same dollar amount
that’s in this staff budget for how many
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNCIL FOR A DAY...Students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s
DECA program ran the Scotch Plains township council’s meeting on Tuesday.
Pictured, from left to right, are: back row, Jason Giamboi, Grant Darwin, Mike
Goland, Jon Birnbaum and Johnny Guiterrez; and front row, Angela Smith,
Brittany Fusillo and Lauren Wright.

SP Residents: BOE Should
Solve HS Parking Problem

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks told multiple Carol Place
residents on Tuesday that reinstating
unrestricted parking for high-school
students on their street and Monica
Place would not be part of any even-
tual solution to the neighborhood’s
parking problem.

Following a three-hour public hear-
ing two weeks ago, the township coun-
cil passed an ordinance that will re-
strict parking on additional streets
surrounding Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, but said it did so in an
effort to spur serious discussions
about the parking situation with offi-
cials from the high school, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and Fanwood.

During the public hearing on Feb-
ruary 27, the mayor said one possible
solution could be to provide a limited
number of parking permits on the
affected streets to students. He added
that distribution of those permits
would have to be prioritized in some
way for those students who “need” to
drive to school.

At Tuesday’s council meeting,
Carol Place resident Dan Catullo read
a statement in which he said, “the
parking problem rests squarely on
the shoulders of the board of educa-
tion.” He stated his opposition to any
proposal to provide parking permits
to high-school students, saying they
should park at the campus.

Mr. Catullo noted that the board
allows the township police depart-
ment-sponsored youth football league
to use the high-school fields and said
this arrangement causes the police

department to not strictly enforce
existing parking regulations around
the high school.

He accused the police department
of “failing us” by not issuing tickets,
and said the department “has no cred-
ibility” concerning the board of edu-
cation.

Mayor Marks — noting the pres-
ence at Tuesday’s meeting of the high
school’s DECA program student rep-
resentatives, who ran the council’s
meeting — called it “ironic” that Mr.
Catullo made his statements while
the students were present.

The mayor called some of Mr.
Catullo’s remarks “outlandish, out-
rageous and misrepresentations. I’m
tempted to turn our students loose on
you.”

The mayor said two extreme points
of view had emerged on the parking
issue — those of Mr. Catullo and
those of some parents, who, two weeks
ago, expressed their belief that stu-
dents should have unrestricted access
to park wherever they choose. Any-
one expressing either of those two
viewpoints, the mayor said, “in my
mind, will be deemed to be unreason-
able.”

He said he has already met with
students, BOE officials and school
administrators in an effort to find “an
amicable solution” to the parking
problem.

Carol Place resident Ray Hoover
said the board “has a responsibility”
to solve the problem. “To shun it and
dump it on our streets is not fair.”

Multiple times, in response to Mr.
Hoover and fellow Carol Place resi-
dent Kevin McSherry, the mayor said

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fanwood Council OKs Master Plan Zoning
Changes, Business-License Ordinance

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council at their
regular monthly meeting Tuesday
night adopted two ordinances fol-
lowing public hearings.

One of the approved ordinances
amends the borough’s 1998 Master
Plan to change residential zoning
regulations (from R-75 to R-150) in
the neighborhood bordered by Madi-
son and Martine Avenues and Russell
and Paterson Roads.

The borough’s consultant, Paul
Ricci of T&M Associates, said the
measure follows last year’s North
Martine Land Use Study, which “ana-
lyzed existing land use” and deter-
mined that a zoning change was “more
appropriate based on existing condi-

tions.”
Mr. Ricci explained that the master

plan’s zoning map and text “did not
correspond.”

The map called for a zoning change
with an eye toward preserving the
neighborhood’s existing larger lot
sizes and discouraging future lot sub-
divisions; the master plan’s text did
not clearly indicate this, officials said.

About two dozen residents showed
up for Tuesday night’s public hearing
on the ordinance; only one resident
spoke out against it.

Donald Close of Midway Avenue
suggested the zoning change was not
“a plan that’s best for the town.”

Mr. Close asked, “If it’s not bro-
ken, why are we trying to fix it?” He
added that adoption of the ordinance
would likely mean he is “going to
lose the right” to renovate his two
residential properties.

“It just doesn’t feel right,” he said.
Multiple neighbors of Mr. Close

disagreed.
Walter Reinhard of Midway Av-

enue said adopting the zoning change

“is the right thing to do.” Pointing to
Mr. Close’s renovation plans, Mr.
Reinhard said, “Beauty is in the eye
of the beholder.”

He said the measure will “prevent
something that will be a radical change
for the neighborhood.”

Tom Gordon of Russell Road said
the R-150 zoning change “just keeps
the integrity of the neighborhood we
have.”

A woman who lives on Midway
Avenue spoke about increased traffic
in the neighborhood. “If more houses
are built, I’m afraid for the safety of
the children,” she said.

All members of the borough coun-
cil supported the ordinance but rec-
ognized the issues raised by Mr. Close.

“There are pros and cons to every-
thing,” Councilman David Valian said.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce noted
that the borough “also has to look at
the possibility of where [zoning]
change may exist in other parts of
town.”

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler said,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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POLICE BLOTTER

Prosecutor Offers Reward
For 2000 Murder Case Info.
COUNTY – The Union County

Prosecutor’s Office is offering a $20,000
reward for information leading to the
arrest and indictment of a suspect in the
February 1, 2000 murder of a 43-year-
old Staten Island woman in Elizabeth.

Authorities said the body of Maria
Tauber, a mother of four, was found
in a burning car in a remote section of
Elizabeth.

“We continue to work on this case,”
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said. “We feel confident
it will be resolved, particularly in
light of the new forensic technology
that has come into use in the seven
years since the murder. We are also
asking for help from the public. Any
information offered to us will be kept
in the strictest confidence.”

According to the prosecutor’s office,
Ms. Tauber’s beaten and burned body
was discovered shortly after 9 p.m. in
her green 1999 Ford Windstar van. The
van was found burning on Allen Street
in Elizabeth in a secluded area not far
from the New Jersey side of the Goethals
Bridge. Police believe she may have
been murdered in a different location.

Ms. Tauber, who was about 5 feet
tall and weighed between 100 and 110
pounds, lived with her husband and
four children on Martin Avenue in
Staten Island, according to the
prosecutor’s office. She was last seen
at her home at about 5:30 p.m. the
night of her death. Authorities said
sometime after 6 p.m. she may have
been in the New Dorp area of Staten
Island near 2660 Amboy Road, where
a business associate, Brian McLean of
Manalapan, rented a storage garage.

Ms. Tauber, along with McLean,
was half-owner of Bri-Mar, Inc., a
painting and contracting firm that
served residential and business cus-
tomers in the Staten Island and
Monmouth County areas.

Anyone with information about Ms.
Tauber’s whereabouts on the evening
of her murder or who has any informa-
tion about this case can call the Union
County Crimestoppers’ anonymous
tipline at (908) 654-TIPS or Elizabeth
Police Detectives Chris Kenney or
Keith White at (908) 558-2034 or Lieu-
tenant Carl Riley of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office at (908) 527-4695.

Poerio said.
Tom DiGiacomo of the Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
said, “We have never had a tourna-
ment. The parking is horrible now,
and that should be enough time so
there wouldn’t be an overlap.”

Mr. Zazzali also mentioned a
resident’s concern that players and
fans of games would walk through
their Chapel Hill properties to the
field. “We should speak to the police
to monitor that on an ongoing basis,”
he said.

The commission addressed con-
cerns that the plans might add more
danger to an “already dangerous”
intersection. “According to the po-
lice, traffic is not an issue, and this
would not make the intersection any
less or more dangerous,” Mr. Poerio
said.

Another concern was the use of
soccer whistles at 8 a.m. According
to Mr. Poerio, all Scotch Plains soc-
cer games begin at 8 a.m. and if the
commission chooses to delay the
games until 9 a.m., they can do so, but
it would be “unprecedented.”

The commission announced that
Steven Dahl has been hired as recre-
ation supervisor. Prior to his posi-
tion in Scotch Plains, he worked for
Highland Park’s recreation depart-
ment.

Mr. Poerio addressed recent bud-
get concerns and what he referred to
as “misconceptions.” He said the
Scotch Plains Department of Recre-
ation uses the same budgeting tech-
niques as the county and that sala-
ries are included in those numbers.

“Under the parks and recreation,
the salaries, pension and benefits are
included in that number. It is gov-
erned by the state. Part of the contro-
versy is that you have to take all of
that into the budget at Scotch Hills.
Plus, the department of recreation
does more than manage Scotch Hills.
Our staff works on all of the fields,”
he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Rec.

people are being cut,” Mr. Parasi said.
He said $300,000 is “the potential

savings if every single member of the
district that is currently in the tradi-
tional health benefits plan leaves and
goes to the PPO.”

He added that his figures were not
exact but an estimate. He said open
enrollment for health benefits starts
April 1, and if teachers would switch to
the PPO, the board may not have to
make certain cuts. “That includes Mr.
B., ROTC, the impact on the Substance
Abuse Counselor,” Mr. Parisi said.

“Every single one of those people
may know by May 15 that we do not
have to do it (cut their jobs) if the
traditional plan is not utilized by July
1,” he said.

Mr. Parisi said there is “essentially
no difference” between the traditional
and PPO health benefits package and
that those who switch to the PPO
would save money. “We need the
current staff to abandon the tradi-
tional plan and go to the PPO at the
next open enrollment,” he said.

Later, another parent rose and called
switching plans a “no-brainer.” She
asked if Mr. Parisi knew why teachers
would not switch and whether the
union could sway them.

He said the teachers’ union had been
helpful in getting 70 teachers to switch
from traditional benefits to the PPO,
negotiating with the board to offer
incentives such as one-time payments
for teachers to switch. They had hoped
250 teachers would switch, he said.

Mr. Parisi said he believed teachers
were “resistant to change” and “feared
change” and that for many, switching
plans was “an emotional issue.”

Another parent, Janie Cavaleri of
Scotch Plains, spoke about teachers’
health benefits. Punctuating her com-
ments by shaking a hand that held her
glasses, she said, “You talk about an
emotional issue, that people have to
change their health insurance to some-
thing slightly different...Each one of
my friends have had to find new pedia-
tricians because they have had to change
their health insurance every year.

“How many here in this town have
had to look for a new doctor for their
kids almost every single year? That is
bologna. You take that to the negotia-
tion table,” she said.

“I’m not mad at anybody, but I’m just
saying why do we even stay in this
town?” Mrs. Cavaleri questioned, not-
ing she stayed for the school programs,
“but it’s getting to the point where
everybody needs to take that message
to people: We’re all digging deep to
keep our kids in this district.” She mim-
icked digging into her pockets.

Mrs. Brody rose again and asked if
the board was working with parents
to get teachers to switch health plans.

Mr. Russo said the board continues
to negotiate changes. Ms. Hayes said
teachers have choices, but by this
time, board member Linda Nelson
squirmed in her seat, twisting one
hand over her mouth.

Board members passed a working
microphone toward her, but board
member Betty Anne Woerner ac-
cepted it and said, “I think we’re
going down the wrong road here, to
quote someone near me.” Mrs. Nelson,

who sat to Mrs. Woerner’s left, still
had one hand over her mouth. She
nodded in agreement.

“The board negotiated with the
teachers and they’ve made tremen-
dous progress,” Mrs. Woerner said.
“Teachers are allowed to choose. It
would not be appropriate to try to
pressure people into doing something
that you negotiated in good faith that
they don’t need to do. Some people
might say there’s no difference be-
tween the two options (traditional
health plan versus PPO)...Some
people legitimately think there are
very big differences.”

Parents challenged board members
to look at special-education costs and
examine whether they could save money
by not outsourcing services or by using
fewer classroom aides. One high-school
student, Zach Feldman, who said he is
active in the music department, sug-
gested the board look at its utility bill.

He said often “all the lights in the
school are on and nobody’s there.” He
also said that teachers open windows in
the winter, saying they are hot. “It’s
money going out the window…I don’t
like to see Mr. B. flying out the window
with all the heat in the high school.”

Mr. DelSordi said the district uses
an “energy management system” that
regulates the boilers. He said that
lights stay on so students can partici-
pate before and after classes in pro-
grams they all wanted to salvage.

One of three people asking the
board not to reduce the SAC to part
time, SPFHS alumna Marguerite
Cahill, said the district’s only SAC,
Liz Knodel-Gordon, influenced her
to give time to prevent substance
abuse. She asked that the board not
underestimate the value of the SAC.

Recalling students who graduated
while she attended the high school in
the 1990s, she said some were voted
superlatives like “Most Likely to Suc-
ceed” or “Most Likely to Become a
Professional Athlete” but they “did
none of those things” because drugs
consumed their lives.

“We argue about great athletics, a
great music department, education,
great academics. You can’t have any of
those things if your children are ad-
dicted to drugs and alcohol,” Ms. Cahill
said. She said if children are addicted
to drugs and alcohol, they are not
going to participate in such programs.

Addressing parents disturbed by the
loss of the ROTC program, Mr. Russo
said the program is undersubscribed.
He said the Air Force demands 100
participants, and the high school now
has less than 50. He said next year the
Air Force would demand the school
have two ROTC staff members instead
of one, which would increase costs.

“The board does not want to make
these cuts,” said Mr. Russo, “(but)
we’re forced to make some cuts.”

Prior to the vote on the tentative
budget, Mrs. Nelson said the cuts were
not aimed at any particular individual
and the board “definitely didn’t want”
to cut anything because “when you cut
a program you never get it back.”

She also said, “I heard someone
refer to the fact that we’re going to
fire someone this evening. We’re not
doing that. We’re passing a tentative

budget that in its final stage may
mean a reduction in force.”

Board member Sasha Slocum said
the evening put a face on proposed
budget reductions.

The BOE scheduled an extra pub-
lic budget meeting for tonight, Thurs-
day, March 15, at 8 p.m. at Evergreen
Elementary School.
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Parents, Students Ask BOE to Save Staff

Courtesy of Dean Talcott
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKIN’ AT?…Bucks visit the Fanwood Nature Center on
March 9. Bucks usually drop their antlers this time of year and begin to grow new
ones in the spring.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 8, a Union County

Magnet High School student reported
that someone removed her digital
camera from her locker, which was
left unlocked. The camera is valued at
$300, police said.

Friday, March 9, a resident of
Plainfield reported that someone
made an unauthorized debit card with-
drawal from her account.

Friday, March 9, William Brown,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden
after a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, March 10, a Piscataway
resident reported that someone stole
his vehicle after he parked it in a
public lot.

Saturday, March 10, Taylor Raftree,
24, of Rahway was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated after a motor
vehicle stop. She was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 10, an employee
at a Route 22 gas station reported that
the driver of a vehicle received gas
and fled without paying for it.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 6, a resident in the

300 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that someone stole her credit
card information and ordered a lap
top computer without her permission.

Thursday, March 8, Mathew J.
Laird, 39, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Newark warrant
after a field investigation.

Thursday, March 8, Delbert
Ragsdale, Jr., 56, of Stewartsville was
arrested on an outstanding North
Plainfield warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Friday, March 9, Francis J. Burbage,
3rd, 40, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Newark warrant after
a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, March 9, a Scotch Plains
resident and business owner reported
that between May 1, 2006 and Febru-
ary 27, 2007, someone fueled his
vehicle using the business account
without authorization. According to
police, $1,200 worth of gas was sto-
len. Police said they have a suspect
and are investigating the matter.

Friday, March 9, an Elm Avenue
resident reported that someone with-
drew money from her account with-
out permission.

Westfield
Monday, March 5, a North Avenue

automobile dealership reported that
one or more individuals unlawfully
entered a 2006 Chevrolet on the pre-
mises and removed the rear view mir-
ror and, in the process, damaged the
vehicle’s windshield and headliner.

Monday, March 5, a health care
facility reported the theft of six PDI
hospital-grade flat-screen televisions
from one of its rooms. The total value
of the televisions is $3,000.

Monday, March 5, a Grove Street
resident reported the theft of a tire lug
nut locking device from her motor
vehicle.

Monday, March 5, a Barchester Way
resident reported that her identity was
unlawfully obtained whereupon the
person responsible used the victim’s
credit card accounts to make numer-
ous transactions in out-of-state stores.

Monday, March 5, following a ran-
dom license plate check, Joyce Yarusi,
55, of Westfield was arrested at North
and 4th Avenues on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was
released after posting $55 bail.

Tuesday, March 6, Joseph A.

Rodriguez, 27, of Avenel was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters pur-
suant to a contempt of court warrant
that was issued by the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $99.

He also was arrested pursuant to
contempt of court warrants issued by
the Borough of Demarest and East
Brunswick Township municipal courts,
with bail amounts of $140 and $108,
respectively. Rodriguez was released
after posting bail on all the warrants.

Tuesday, March 6, Roseanna
Padilla, 22, of Hillside was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Lynn
Lane and Golf Edge Drive on an
outstanding Roselle Park warrant for
$753. She was turned over to the
Roselle Park Police Department.

Wednesday, March 7, Michael J.
Henriques, 21, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at Cranford police headquarters
pursuant to a contempt of court war-
rant that was issued by the Westfield
Municipal Court. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters and
released after posting $150 bail.

Thursday, March 8, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Crossway Place on an out-
standing Mountainside warrant for $500.
He was released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 8, Alvaro
Castaneda, 22, of Bridgewater was
arrested for contempt of court on a
Bridgewater warrant during a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
West Broad Street. He was released
after posting $130 bail.

Friday, March 9, William Glynn,
45, of Westfield was arrested at Hort
Street and West South Avenue and
charged with displaying a fraudulent
governmental document and hinder-
ing his own apprehension after he
allegedly provided police with a false
driver’s license.

The arrest occurred as the result of
an investigation subsequent to a mo-
tor vehicle stop for a motor vehicle
violation. Glynn was transported to
Westfield police headquarters and
released on his own recognizance af-
ter being served with two summonses.

Friday, March 9, George Kelly, Jr.,
37, of Dunellen was arrested for al-
leged possession of less than 50 grams
of marijuana during a motor vehicle
stop at North Avenue and East Broad
Street. He was released on his own
recognizance with a March 21 court
date.

Saturday, March 10, Jamal G. Bos-
ton, 23, of Rahway was arrested at an
East Broad Street location on a war-
rant from the State of New Jersey
Superior Court for violation of his
intensive supervision program.

He was processed at Westfield po-
lice headquarters and transported to
the Union County jail. Boston also
was arrested on an outstanding traffic
warrant issued by the Irvington Mu-
nicipal Court, with bail set at $500.

Mountainside
Friday, March 9, Leidell Tyus, 54, of

Newark was arrested and charged with
failure to inspect his vehicle, hindering
apprehension or prosecution for giving
police a false identity and consumption
of an alcoholic beverage in a vehicle.
He was also charged with driving with
a suspended license, police said.

Saturday, March 10, Fabian A. Praino,
28, of Watchung was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after a
motor vehicle stop, which subsequently
revealed an outstanding warrant from
Mount Olive in the amount of $262.

that “we’re not going back to unre-
stricted parking for students” on their
street or Monica Place, where permit
parking was instituted three years ago.

In other business, Steven Freed-
man was formally sworn in as a cap-
tain in the police department while
Albert Sellinger was sworn in as a
sergeant. Capt. Freedman was offi-
cially promoted to his new position
on February 22. Sgt. Sellinger’s pro-
motion was effective on March 4.

A number of colleagues past and
present, including former Police
Chiefs Robert Luce and Marshall
Nelson, attended the ceremonies.

In what has become an annual cus-
tom, eight students from the high-
school DECA program, an associa-
tion of marketing students, ran
Tuesday’s meeting.

Lauren Wright played the role of
Mayor Marks, Mike Goland sat in for
Deputy Mayor Paulette Coronato, Jon
Birnbaum filled in for Councilman
Kevin Glover, Brittany Fusillo sat in
for Councilman Jeffrey Strauss and
Johnny Guiterrez filled in for Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool.

Angela Smith sat in for Township
Manager Thomas Atkins, Grant Dar-
win filled in for Township Attorney
Brian Levine and Jason Giamboi sat
in for Township Clerk Barbara Riepe.
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Fanwood Borough Council
“I’m just wondering where we’ve all
been…and why, since 1998, we
weren’t aware the details in the mas-
ter plan didn’t match the [plan’s]
map.”

Mayor Mahr thanked the residents
“for standing up and voicing your
opinion one way or the other.”

The second ordinance adopted
Tuesday night spells out regulations
that now require all local businesses
to formally register with and receive
a license from the borough.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
the measure was initially approved

last year but was “put on hold.”
This came after the Fanwood Busi-

ness and Professional Association
(FBPA) raised questions and objec-
tions about parts of the ordinance and
claimed the group was not consulted
as it was developed.

Borough officials met with mem-
bers of the association, and Mr. Estis
said the measure was ultimately re-
vised so that it “more closely relates
to the purpose” of what the borough
intended: to determine “what busi-
ness activities are being
conducted…and how to get in touch
[with business owners] in case of
emergency.”

No members of the FBPA came to
speak at Tuesday night’s meeting; the
only question came from local resi-
dent Michael Persad, who was told
that the ordinance does not apply to
small home-based businesses.

The initial cost of a business li-
cense is $25, with a $10 renewal fee.

In other business, Councilman
Bruce Walsh reported that the
Shared Services Coordinating
Council (consisting of Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and the school board)
would meet tomorrow, Friday,
March 16.

Mr. Walsh said the group intends to
discuss proposed plans for restricted
parking around Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and other
schools. Multiple entities have dis-
cussed this issue in recent weeks (see
the Scotch Plains Council meeting
story on page 1).

Mr. Walsh said comments Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks made
about the parking issue at a recent
meeting were “inaccurate” and “rash.”
Mr. Walsh called the situation “re-
grettable” and “unfortunate.”

The councilman said, “We are go-
ing to continue to try to reach some
sort of solution to this problem…that
is best for all concerned.”

Mayor Mahr said she looks for-
ward to discussion of the issue “and
kind of clearing the air” at Friday’s
shared-services meeting.

Ingrid McKinley for The Times

Clockwise from top left:

BABY’S FIRST PARADE…A wee
one celebrates her first St. Patrick’s
Day Parade with her mom.

DRUMMER BOY…William
Johnson, 9, of Toms River, practices
his drum. William is a member of the
Kenmure Pipe Band of Sayreville.

WHEN IRISH EYES ARE
SMILING…One county resident
shows that “you are never too old to be
wearin’ the green.”

CELEBRATING TRADITION…
The Essex County Emerald Society
Pipe Band entertains crowds in Irish
dress.

Irish Times: Scenes from Union County’s annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET TALK…Scotch Plains Recreation Director Ray Poerio addresses the
recreation commission about Scotch Hills’ municipal budget and proposed
changes to the Southside Field plan.

Cookie Booth Sales to Begin
Saturday at Local Venues

SCOTCH PLAINS – Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council
(GSWRC) will hold “cookie booth
sales” in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
The dates and locations are as fol-
lows:

On Saturday, March 17, cook-
ies will be sold from 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. at John’s Meat Market,
Park Avenue; 9 a.m. to noon, PNC
Bank, Park Avenue; 9:30 a.m. to 2
p.m., Mountain Deli, Mountain
Avenue; 9 a.m. to noon, Quick
Chek and Commerce Bank, North
Avenue, and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Alfonso’s Restaurant, Park Av-
enue. They also will be sold March
17 and 18 after masses at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church on Martine Av-
enue.

On Saturday, March 24, cookies
will be sold from 9 a.m. to noon at
PNC Bank, Park Avenue; 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Scotch Plains Music
Center, Park Avenue, and 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Irma’s Hallmark, Martine
Avenue.

On Saturday, March 31, cookies
will be sold from 9 a.m. to noon at
the Egg Hunt on the Village Green,
Park Avenue; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,

Irma’s Hallmark, Martine Avenue,
and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Egg Hunt
at Parker Gardens, Terrill Road.

Cookies also will be sold on Sat-
urday, April 7, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the Egg Hunt in Forest Road
Park in Fanwood and Thursday, April
19, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. in the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey lobby on Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Girl Scout cookies sold by
GSWRC are made by ABC Bakers.
A new cookie, the Lemonade, will
be introduced this year. The Lem-
onade cookie is described as a “sa-
vory slice of shortbread with a re-
freshingly tangy lemon icing.”

Lemonades join traditional fa-
vorites such as Thin Mints, Cara-
mel deLites, Shortbread, Thanks-
A-Lot and Peanut Butter Patties.
The cookies cost $3.50 per box,
portions of which support the troop
selling the cookies and the
GSWRC.

The GSWRC expressed appre-
ciation to all participating mer-
chants and organizations. A list of
all cookie booths in the council
can be found at westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sProsecutor Says Retirements
Impact County Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow last week
asked the county freeholders’ fiscal
affairs committee to fund fringe ben-
efits for four assistant prosecutors to
replace two retired prosecutors.

During last Thursday’s budget meet-
ing, he said he wants to move Phil
Spinelli, the critical infrastructure co-
ordinator, on the prosecutor’s Counter
Terrorism Task Force to work in school
security after the state announced it
would no longer fund the critical in-
frastructure coordinator position.

Both requests came as Mr.
Romankow reviewed the $18.5-mil-
lion budget, $17.5 million of which is
dedicated to salaries, as reported in
County Manager George Devanney’s
county executive budget. Mr.
Romankow’s budget includes $255,000
for overtime expenses; he said the
prosecutor’s office has 241 employees.

The prosecutor said the two retired
assistant prosecutors’ combined sala-
ries and benefits totaled $272,000;
the new staff would cost $194,660.
The starting wage for assistant pros-
ecutors is $48,000. Mr. Romankow
said fringe benefits for the new pros-
ecutors would amount to 25 percent
of the total cost, or just under $50,000.

Currently in negotiations for a new
contract, he said, “Our assistant pros-
ecutors are woefully underpaid.” He
said he wants to use money saved
through upper-level retirements in his
office to provide additional funding
for prosecutors, who he noted are on-
call 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Assistant prosecutors do not
receive overtime.

The prosecutor said he is down 10
percent of his 84 detectives (due to
retirements, medical leave, etc) and
would lose five assistant prosecutors
between this summer and next March.

“We’ve been hit especially hard
because of retirements,” he told the
freeholder panel.

He said there were 38 homicides
each in 2006 and 2005 and 24 in 2004.

There has been one murder so far this
year. The prosecutor said he is starting
a program this year whereby munici-
pal police departments can have their
officers participate on prosecutor’s
office murder investigations.

“Three police chiefs have jumped
on that. They loved the idea,” Mr.
Romankow said, noting that the
Roselle, Scotch Plains and Berkeley
Heights police departments have
asked to participate in the program.

Discussing the overall workings of
his office, he said Union County has
the fourth highest use of wiretap in-
vestigations in the country, which he
attributed mostly to narcotics activ-
ity. He said law-enforcement agen-
cies have focused on distributors. The
office also investigates an average of
45 auto deaths annually.

Mr. Romankow said his office is
currently investigating more than 500
allegations of sexual abuse against
children, which he said he becoming
“a major, major problem.”

“The public is becoming more aware,
more acutely aware, of the problem,”
he said, noting most of these crimes
involve children under age 13. “The
county does [these] investigations.”

He noted that there are 1,100 known
gang members in the county. “(Work-
ing with state and federal agencies)
we determined the gang issue in Union
County is a serious one,” he said.

Asw. Stender Speaks
To SP Democratic Club

SCOTCH PLAINS — Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22) re-
cently spoke to local Democrats about
Assembly activities. She discussed
taxes and the probability of a consti-
tutional convention on property taxes.

She spoke of her activities as vice
chairwoman of the Assembly Trans-
portation and Public Works Commit-
tee and shared her thoughts on global
warming. Attendees had an opportu-
nity to ask questions and interact with
her.

Councilman Kevin Glover provided
an update on the township budget
hearings, as well as progress being
made with the town’s website.

Scotch Plains Democrat meetings
are held on the first Thursday of the
month at the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad building. Residents interested
in participating may attend or contact
Barbara Baldasarre at (908) 755-4093.

Name

Address

City                                                    State

Zip                        Telephone

8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.

new friends?
When’s the best time to make

�

Today, at

❑ Please send me more information.
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SAVE
35-50%

on handmade Shifman mattresses

Plus up to a $200 Instant
Cash Rebate•

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Not SSleeping?
Try CCounting 

to 200!

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

*

TWIN SET

FULL SET.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$300 $149
$420 $229

SUGG. SALE
$390 $209
$530 $299
$1210 $649
$1860 $999

SUGG. SALE
$530 $299
$670 $369
$1550 $849
$2330 $1299

SUGG. SALE REBATE*

$1060 $599 $587
$1280 $739 $714
$2790 $1599 $1524
$4010 $2249 $2149

SUGG. SALE REBATE*

$3100 $1799 $1749
$3720 $2099 $2024
$4410 $2499 $2399
$5890 $3399 $3199

If you’re tired of tossing 
and turning at night, come into 
Valley Furniture Shop and count to 200. 
Dollars, that is. That’s what you could save on a good 
night’s sleep. Tonight and for years to come. Shifman bedding is crafted 
with eight-way hand-tied boxsprings, 100% natural cotton 
upholstery and unique hand-tufting. 

If you want to count the number of other mattresses 
available like a Shifman, just count to zero.

ROYAL COMFORT PILLOW TOP

*Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:  $50 twin,  $75 full,  $100 queen,  $200 king.  -  Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets:  $25 twin,  $50 full,  $75 queen,  $100 king.
After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles).

** Apple is not a participant or sponsor of this promotion.

HURRY IN

SALE

ENDS SOON

Free iPod(R) Shuffle** with
Masters Collection Set Purchases

EXTENDED In-Store Promo Limited Time Only

Assemblywoman Linda Stender

Westfield Historical Society
Reveals Open House, Program

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society Museum and Archives
hosts its annual spring open house on
Tuesday, March 20. Tours will run from
10 to 11:30 a.m., 2 to 5 p.m. and 7:30 to
9 p.m. The event is open to the public.

The museum and archives, located
on the third floor of 302 Elm Street,
houses history for Westfield and the
surrounding area. On display are arti-
facts from all eras of the town’s history,
including the Colonial era, when it was
settled as the “west fields” of Elizabeth.

Collections focus on transporta-
tion, farming and athletics. The con-
tributions of Westfield residents dur-
ing World War II are also highlighted.

The archives house the bulk of the
historical society’s collections. These

include the library, map collection,
manuscript collection, fabric collec-
tion, genealogical collection, vertical
files, photographs and slides, audio and
video media, business records, town
records and organizations’ records. They
are available for use by students and
others doing historical research.

Funding for this event has been made
possible in part by a grant from the New
Jersey Historical Commission through
a grant administered by the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs. For more information, call
the Historical Society Museum and
Archives at (908) 654-1794 or visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

On Friday, March 23, the historical
society will present “Clock Making in
Colonial East Jersey” at 7:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Municipal
Building, at 425 East Broad Street.

Antique clock expert Dr. David
Sperling of Father and Son Antiques
will discuss the beginnings of clock
making in early 18th-century Phila-
delphia, where English artisans came
to practice their trade.

Two schools of clock making devel-
oped, one centered in Burlington, West
Jersey and the other in Elizabethtown,
East Jersey. Gradually, during the 18th-
century, each region developed its own
uniquely American style.

Participants will learn about the
life and clocks of Westfield cabinet-
maker John Scudder. Dr. Sperling, a
longtime collector and appraiser, in-
vites attendees to bring information
they have on New Jersey clocks or
photographs of any clocks about
which they have questions.

For more information, call (908)
232-8576.

The IRS estimates that 10,930 re-
turns filed in Union County during
February failed to request the tele-
phone tax refund. This amounts to an
estimated $327,900 that these filers
have not requested. Statewide, more
than 176,000 returns failed to request
the telephone tax refund – an esti-
mated $5.3 million that New Jerseyans
have not requested. This follows the
national trend of 30 percent not re-
questing the refund.

If a taxpayer is entitled to receive the
telephone-excise tax refund and did not
request it on the 2006 tax return, he or
she should submit an amended return,
Form 1040X, and complete line 15.

The government stopped collecting
the long-distance excise tax last August
after several federal court decisions
held that the tax does not apply to long-
distance service as it is billed today.
Federal officials also authorized a one-

time refund of the federal excise tax
collected on service billed during the
previous 41 months, stretching from
the beginning of March 2003 to the end
of July 2006. The tax continues to apply
to local-only phone service.

To make the refund easier to figure,
the government established a standard
refund amount, based on personal ex-
emptions, ranging from $30 to $60. If
taxpayers have phone bills and other
records, they can request the actual
amount of excise tax paid. Though
using the standard amount is optional,
it is easy to figure and approximates
the eligible amount for most individual
taxpayers. Taxpayers only have to fill
out one line on their return, and they do
not need to present proof to the IRS.

If a taxpayer is not required to file
a tax return, form 1040EZ-T can be
used to request this refund.

For more information, visit irs.gov.

Your IRS News

Gregg Semanick, Local IRS Office, Springfield

11,000 County Tax Filers
Overlook Phone Refund

 MWB
Turns half a century!

County Tells Paper
To Stop Using Seal

The County of Union has said that
Worrall Community Newspapers is
using the county seal “without proper
authorization” to solicit advertising con-
cerning an edition on the county’s 150
anniversary. In a letter dated March 1
from County Counsel Robert Barry,
the county “demands [that] your entity
cease and desist use of the seal of the
County of Union…in all advertisements
and other correspondence/literature/
solicitation” regarding the 150-year
Union County celebration including
the wording “Official Commemorative
Magazine of the 150 Anniversary of the
County of Union.” The contract was
given to Laurinda Publications, pub-
lisher of the Union County Voice.

Senate Majority Leader
Won’t Seek Re-election

State Sen. Bernard Kenny (D,
Hoboken) announced Monday that he
will not seek re-election, according to
politicsnj.com. He joins a list of 10
senators – seven Republicans and three
Democrats – who will leave Trenton.
Mr. Kenny is the senate majority leader
and chairman of the Hudson County
Democratic Organization. He faced a
primary challenge from Assemblyman
and Union City Mayor Brian Stack.

He joins outgoing senators Martha
Bark (R-Burlington), Wayne Bryant
(D-Camden), Leonard Connors (R-
Ocean County), William Gormley (R-
Atlantic), Walter Kavanugh (R-
Somerset), Robert Littell (R-Morris),
Robert Martin (R-Morris), Joseph
Palaia (R-Monmouth) and Joseph
Doria (D-Hudson). Mr. Doria would
have faced a primary challenge from
the widow of former Senator and
Jersey City Mayor Glenn
Cunningham. Mr. Bryant is under
federal investigation concerning his
“no-show” job at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey and other positions he held.

Court Says Citizens
Can Videotape Meetings

The state Supreme Court ruled last
week that New Jersey residents have
a right to videotape public meetings,
according to nj.com, the website of
The Star Ledger. The court said gov-
ernment agencies can impose “rea-
sonable guidelines” to ensure such
tapings do not disrupt official busi-
ness. The court ruled in favor of a
Camden County citizen who was ar-
rested after he attempted to videotape
two Pine Hill borough council meet-
ings in 2000.

The justices found the Pine Hill
mayor was “arbitrary and unreason-
able” in ordering the police chief to
arrest Robert Wayne Tarus – a long-
time critic of the mayor and council –
because the borough had never
adopted formal guidelines for video-
taping public meetings.

Corzine Reappoints Officials
To Elec. Bd., Superior Court
Governor Jon Corzine on Friday re-

appointed Democrat Teresa Hale of
Union and Republican Mary Ellen
Harris of Kenilworth to the Union
County Board of Elections. The four-
member board is split evenly between
the two political parties. On Monday,
the Governor nominated Union County
State Superior Court Judges Karen
Cassidy of Cranford and Lisa Chrystal
of Westfield for re-appointment. The
judicial nominations are subject to the
consent of the State Senate.

Seton Hall Investigates
Katz’s Scholarship

Archbishop of Newark John Myers
has asked Seton Hall University to in-
vestigate the full scholarship the uni-
versity awarded to Carla Katz, the head
of the largest state workers’ union and
ex-girlfriend of Governor Jon Corzine.
The Star Ledger reported that she re-
ceived the scholarship after the Gover-
nor donated $1 million to the univer-
sity. The news media has reported that
he forgave Ms. Katz a $470,000 loan
for a home in Alexandria. The Ledger
also reported that the head of the Com-
munications Workers of America pur-
chased a $1.1-million condo in the
Hoboken building in which the Gover-
nor resides and that the Governor had
given Ms. Katz additional gifts, includ-
ing tuition for her children at a Pennsyl-
vania private school. The Governor has
said his relationship with Ms. Katz
ended in late 2004.

Women’s Pol. Caucus
To Hold Open Forum
WESTFIELD – The Women’s Po-

litical Caucus of Union County will
present a forum on the Republican
and Democratic County Committees
on Thursday, March 22, at 7:15 p.m.
at Springfield Town Hall, located at
100 Mountain Avenue.

The two political parties have their
own county committees in each of the
county’s 21 towns. By law, half of the
committee seats are reserved for
women, resulting in one man and one
woman per voting district, or more than
1,600 elected positions countywide.

Union County Republican Chair
Phil Morin and a representative from
the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee will be on hand. Westfield
Democratic Chairman Ken Rotter and
Plainfield Republican Chairwoman
Sandy Spector are also on the panel.

The meeting is open to all Union
County residents who have a political
opinion. For more information, call
Ellen Steinberg at (908) 686-0500 or
email ellen@ellensteinberg.us.

The Women’s Political Caucus of
Union County sponsors the forum. It is
a multi-partisan organization dedicated
to increasing political participation.

Open Government
Event Held in Newark
NEWARK — This week, New Jer-

sey participated in National Sunshine
Week, including an event hosted by
The Rutgers-Newark School of Public
Affairs. Dialogue focused on open gov-
ernment and secrecy an interactive na-
tional program webcast from the Na-
tional Press Club in Washington, D.C.

Themed “Closed Doors; Open De-
mocracies?,” the event was sponsored
by the New Jersey Foundation for Open
Government, School of Public Affairs
and Administration - Rutgers-Newark,
the League of Women Voters, Com-
mon Cause, American Civil Liberties
Union and New Jersey Chapter of the
Society of Professional Journalists.

The webcast from Washington in-
cluded five former federal scientists
that recently resigned because the
White House was editing their work.
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Hillcrest Academy South
To Join Westlake, Beadleston

             By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission voted last Wednesday to relo-
cate Hillcrest Academy’s South Cam-
pus from Westfield’s Lincoln School
at 728 Westfield Avenue to 571 Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield, a facility
shared by the UCESC’s Westlake
School and Beadleston High School.

The board’s vote follows the
Westfield Board of Education’s deci-
sion last June not to renew its lease
with the UCESC after 25 years. That
decision followed the arrest of four
Hillcrest students for charges of steal-
ing a car and vandalism of neighbor-
ing properties.

Westfield voters in January approved
a $9.4-million bond, which will fund
an early-childhood center at Lincoln
that will make possible the relocation
of pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
programs currently located in the
district’s six elementary schools.

Four UCESC board members, who
also represent area school districts
impacted by the amendment, spoke
out against what Acting Superinten-
dent Ed Hartnett called “the most
pressing issue this year put before the
board.”

Speakers presented three programs
– Autism, vocational and Westlake –
that would be impacted by moving
Hillcrest South into the Lamberts Mill
building.

Susan Delaney, a teacher at Westlake
School, asked the commission to ex-
plore alternate plans before making a
decision that would “force Westlake
to restrict our program; we no longer
have room to improve and grow.”

Ms. Delaney said that her opposi-
tions have to do with the “physical
plans” for the school, not the poten-
tial incoming students. She gave ex-
amples of how Westlake could be
affected, saying its small outdoor play
area would be lost to new parking
spaces, buses would be too large to
maneuver around the parking lot and
faculty room and programs such ka-
rate would be lost because there would
no longer be room for the out-of-
gymnasium program.

“We feel there are many more op-
tions that still need to be explored,”
she said.

Pat Convery, who gave the commis-
sion an overview of the school’s 10-
year history, agreed with Ms. Delaney.

“We’re mostly accommodating (to
different types of students) at
Westlake, but I don’t think we can
physically accommodate (the
Hillcrest program),” she said.

Chastity Rivera, speaking on be-
half of UCESC’s Crossroads School,
located on Cardinal Drive in
Westfield, said the issue of spacing
“kind of restricts our growth and pro-
gram.” She specifically mentioned
the school’s programming for
children’s autism. Typically, students
continue their education at Westlake
when they age-out at Crossroads.

Speaking on behalf of the voca-
tional avenue, Sergio Calafiore, a
vocational-program teacher, asked the
commission to make “some bold de-
cisions” that would benefit the future
of special education facilities, saying
that if change does not happen, the
programming would “stay the same
or, God forbid, get smaller.” Mr.
Calafiore said the vocational program
would lose two classrooms to multi-
purpose rooms.

Special-education programs have
been seeing changes due to New
Jersey’s recent movement to bring
special-education students back to
their individual districts, officials said.
A unanimous vote by board members
in attendance approved the motion,
and they also unanimously passed a
second motion that would add a yearly
observation of enrollment, adequacy
of facilities and contractual obliga-
tions onto the amendment the com-
mission voted on last Wednesday.

In his report, Mr. Hartnett an-
nounced the new officers of the Union
County Educational Services Foun-
dation and gave his congratulations
to Robert Skorupski, president; Frank
Del Guercio, vice president;
UCESC’s business administrator and
board secretary Robert Behot, trea-
surer, and Marlene Boyea, secretary.

Board members from Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth,
Rahway, Roselle, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Union County Vo-Tech
attended the meeting. The 21-mem-
ber board of directors will meet on
Wednesday, April 4.

Union County Mgr. Aims
To Reduce Overtime Costs

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County Manager
George Devanney announced last
Thursday that he would begin brain-
storming solutions to reduce the
county’s high overtime cost in this
year’s proposed $415-million budget.

Mr. Devanney said $700,000 of the
$14.1 million budgeted for overtime
this year is retroactive to 2005, say-
ing that real overtime costs for this
year are $13.4 million. Corrections
officers at the county jail and Runnells
Specialized Hospital have combined
overtime projections in the county’s
proposed budget of $9.3 million, with
$6.8 million of that amount proposed
for corrections. Last year’s county
budget included more than $6 million
in overtime costs for corrections.

The county manager said he
planned to speak to corrections union
representatives this week to address
the overtime problem.

“None of us are happy with the
overtime issue in this county,” Mr.
Devanney told the freeholders. He
said overtime is “an issue that’s got to
be a decade old” that has resulted
from limitations at existing county
facilities, contract obligations on staff-
ing and mandates regarding the county
jail.

“Excuses of the past cannot allow
this to continue in the future,” he told
the board.

Mr. Devanney told reporters that
the county jail is more than 20 years
old, and is a “high-rise facility with a
lot of blind spots” that requires addi-
tional corrections officers.

The county manager also said
Runnells Specialized Hospital has
been impacted by a statewide nursing
shortage, as well as a lower than ex-
pected reimbursement for Medicare-
funded patients at the 369-bed Berke-
ley Heights hospital. Runnells Direc-
tor Joe Sharp has said a change in
how the county is reimbursed would
provide an additional $1 million in
revenue.

In an effort to generate additional
revenue for the county’s coffers, the
freeholders last Thursday approved
spending $180,000 to create a market
study on “surplus or underutilized
county property,” as well as a “space-
needs assessment” of all county de-
partments. The board entered into an
inter-local agreement with the
county’s improvement authority to
conduct the study.

Mr. Devanney said the old jail fa-
cility, which is no longer in use, as
well as other land and/or buildings no
longer used by the county, could be
utilized to raise revenues for the
county. He said county parks and
open space would not be considered
in the study.

Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the agreement with the
improvement authority includes con-
ducting investigations and studies in-
cluding real estate appraisals, engi-
neering, architectural and legal ser-
vices.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said, “$180,000 sounds like a heck of

a lot of money for a space-needs
assessment.” He said revenues gener-
ated from the county sale of “sur-
plus” land and/or facilities should be
dedicated to the county’s open space
fund.

The board passed the resolution by
a 7-1 vote, with Freeholder Adrian
Mapp providing the dissenting vote.
Freeholder Rick Proctor was absent.

During the open public part of the
meeting, Tina Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Association,
said the county should consider turn-
ing over security of county parks to
municipal police departments to free
up county police officers to fill in at
the county jail.

“You should consider having the
towns take over that service,” Ms.
Renna said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
does not believe towns would want to
pick up the added costs. “You (Ms.
Renna) are living in fantasy land” to
think towns would take over policing
of county parks, he said.

Springfield resident Myron Katz
said the county should consider syn-
chronizing traffic signals.

“Why can’t we get a groundswell
(of support) on this issue?” he asked
the board. He said a number of the
lights result in “wasted time” for
motorists. “Why don’t we be the cata-
lysts to start moving (to synchronize
lights)?” he asked the board.

Mr. Sullivan, who serves as chair-
man of the North Jersey Transporta-
tion Authority’s executive commit-
tee, said he would ask the state’s
transportation commissioner to re-
view Mr. Katz’ recommendation.

Mr. Paterson said the board should
have asked tougher questions of
county directors during the recently
concluded budget meetings to reduce
overtime costs.

He also said, given the number of
retirees not being replaced by the
county, there might be “redundant”
or unnecessary jobs on the county
payroll.

At the start of the meeting, the
board honored former Linden mayor
John Gregorio, 80, for his non-con-
secutive 33 years in public office. He
was first elected to Linden City Coun-
cil in 1964.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, a Linden
resident, called Mr. Gregorio “a great
politician, a great leader, a great man.”

“You have made Linden a great
place to live,” she said.

During the public session later in the
meeting, Mr. Paterson quipped that Mr.
Gregorio had to have been “special” to
have former Republican Governor Tom
Kean, “who was of the opposing party,
pardon him for his convictions.”

Berkeley Heights Mayor David
Cohen thanked the board for its con-
tinued support of the $13-million re-
development of the 17-acre Stanford
Drive and Snyder Avenue in the town-
ship. The property is being developed
for a senior center for Berkeley
Heights and ball fields and a recre-
ation area for the county. The county
is picking up $8 million; Berkeley
Heights is paying $5 million.

MEETING WITH THE BOSS…Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
met Lieutenant Colonel Chuck Cosenza, formerly of Westfield, during ceremo-
nies held at the Pentagon in December. Lieutenant Colonel Cosenza is assigned to
the office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Junk Mail Targeted For
Global Warming Action

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22) of
Fanwood is proposing a No Junk Mail
list that she also claims would help
end global warming. “Global warm-
ing has put a whole new twist on the
old problem of junk mail,” Mrs.
Stender said. “Junk mail consumes
an enormous amount of energy. It is a
significant source of greenhouse gas
emissions and a burdensome cost for
taxpayers.”

She said that paper manufacturing
is the third-most energy-intensive of
all industries in the United States and
that the production of junk mail adds
printing and distribution. Disposal
adds more layers of energy for trans-
portation, landfilling, recycling or
incineration. In a typical year, an es-
timated 5.4 million tons of junk mail
are disposed of, much of it unopened.
The amount of residential waste pro-
duced each day has risen 28 percent
in the last 10 years, from 7.4 pounds
per person in 1996 to 9.5 pounds per
person in 2006.

The legislation proposed by Mrs.
Stender, A4109, would establish a
“No Mail List” under the New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs. For
residents on the “No Mail List,” most
unsolicited catalogs and commercial
mail from businesses would auto-
matically stop. Tax-exempt organi-

zations that are covered by Chapter
501(c)(3) of the federal tax code
would still be able to conduct unso-
licited mailings for charity.

Similar legislation is under consid-
eration in Colorado, Connecticut, Ha-
waii, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri,
New York, Texas and Washington.

In addition to stopping junk mail,
New Jersey residents can reduce pa-
per-related global warming emissions
by switching to 100-percent recycled
copier paper, stationery and other re-
cycled paper products. Recycled pa-
per saves trees and requires far less
energy than paper made from new
wood pulp.

“Many New Jersey residents are con-
cerned about global warming and want
to take meaningful action. We don’t
need our own mail boxes working
against us,” Mrs. Stender said. “Con-
trol over junk mail belongs squarely in
the hands of concerned citizens.”

Other ways to save paper include
using cloth towels and napkins instead
of disposable paper products, bring-
ing a canvas tote when shopping in-
stead of taking the disposable bags
provided by stores and recycling all
clean household waste paper includ-
ing junk mail, magazines, newspa-
pers, old schoolwork and phone books.

For more information, contact Mrs.
Stender’s office at (908) 668-1900.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

FEATURED ITEM:

From Everywhere at Every Price

Taltarni Three

Monks Cabernet /

Merlot  $15.99

Ch. Des

Hospitaliers St.

Christol Coteaux-

du-Langudoc Blanc

2006  $13.99

Dom. Gasnier

Chinon Les Graves

2005  $15.99

On St. Patrick’s Day, skip all the bars and hoopla and pour a bit of
this in your glass at home.  Drop in an ice cube for a minute, and
let it chill the whiskey just a touch, enough to let the fragrance
open.  And pour one for your love, and taste the honeyed malt,
leather and vanilla.  Open your book of Yeats and read, “when

you are old and gray and full of sleep . . .” – because the best of
Irish days deserve the very best in Irish poetry and the very best

of Irish whiskey.  Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

Midleton Irish Whiskey
$115.00

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

WINTER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 03/21/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $54.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

A cooler climate Australian
blend that shows the real

diversity of Australian
climates.  Subtle herbs and

firm dusty tannins are
balanced by natural acidity.
Plum and blackberry fruits,
hints of herb, chocolate and

tobacco.  A lovely note of
licorice on the finish.  Try

this with a rib roast.

Don’t worry about
pronouncing all of that, just
enjoy this wonderful bright

blend of Rousanne,
Marsanne and Rolle.  An

organic wine that shows the
virtues of minimal

handling.  All kinds of
honeysuckle, citrus and

floral, against a solid
mineral background.  A
salad, a light fish dish or

just on its own.

Cabernet Franc may well be
the most under appreciated
red grape in the world.  It is

lively and long on the
palate.  This one is also

biodynamic.  And it goes
with almost anything.

Cedar and red fruit tones are
in perfect balance with the

tomato leaf, herb and
licorice accent.  The fresh
acidity adds to its food

friendly nature.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
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21st District News

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield
The recent legislation that creates a

county “super-superintendent” is a defin-
ing moment for the public to understand
the difference between those that favor
big government and those that believe in
local control. The new law takes the con-
trol of our children’s education away from
the local parents and transfers the power
to a political appointee of the governor.
This appointee has the power to merge
school districts, overrule local boards of
education and even dissolve the boards
themselves.

The concept supports a plan by the
majority party to move decision making
farther away from the people. Today,
parents can stand before their local boards
and state their case. Parents can vote out
members of the board who do not follow
the will of the voters. The new “super-
superintendent” will only be answerable
to the governor and maybe a few elected

Super-Superintendent Takes Away
Control of our Children’s Education

officials.
We must trust local people to make

decisions that affect their children. The
majority party follows the logic that big-
ger government, centralized government
and county government is smarter and
more efficient than “we the people.” This
step is dangerous and threatens the qual-
ity of our schools. As citizens we do not
like high taxes, but as parents we do not
like political interference with our
children’s education. Many of us are very
proud of our schools and do not want a
bureaucrat making important decisions.

If we want efficient schools, send in
forensic accountants to all school sys-
tems and report back to the people where
the waste exists. I hope the governor will
consider adopting my economic swat team
bill, A-2332, and not create a new expen-
sive level of government that will be
affected by the politics of the moment.

SPF Teachers Asked to do Right Thing,
Change Health Plan, Care for Others

Music Is of Best Things
SPF School Offers

State-mandated budget limitations on
local school districts send an ugly message
to communities that are proud of their
schools. The SPF district apparently must
contemplate a salary cut in the music bud-
get, as told to a packed throng at the March
8 school board comment session.

But music is one of the best things the
SPF district offers. For my two children
now in college and beyond, the music
program was the primary source of self-
esteem that the district provided. Yes, the
academic program prepared them for ad-
mission to fine schools, but each child
said in retrospect that the academic pro-
gram in SPF did not help them feel
equipped or confident. By contrast, the
music program provided stimulus,
achievement, esteem and lessons in ac-
countability that propelled them.

SPF could cut the music program and
become overnight a less distinguished
district. What happens to property values
as the reputation of a school district de-
clines? As a taxpayer on a pension, I say
to Trenton: I would happily vote for any
budget that sustains my district’s strengths.

Blanchard Hiatt
Scotch Plains

TV34 Manager Discusses Factors
Effecting Audio Volume

When Ignorance is Bliss
With reference to the comments by Mr.

Kevin Retcho of Linden in his letter to the
editor of March 1 on global warming: Sir,
if ignorance is bliss, then you must be
living the most blissful existence on the
planet.

Tom Pickert
Westfield

Getting Feet Wet, Mr. Glover and Mr.
Samuel Should Act Responsibly

Today [March 6], I attended a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting in order to find out whether the
rumors that I had been hearing about the
faculty/staff cuts were true. Sadly they
were. But a couple of points came to light,
and I wanted to ensure that the broadest
possible audience was made aware of
these:

Firstly, one of the faculty members that
was slated for the chopping block was
beloved choral director, Mr. John
Brzozowski. In the business world, it is
not considered prudent to cut in the area
where your company has the competitive
advantage. Let’s face it, the music pro-
gram in the SP-F District is what sets this
district apart from any other in the state.

Cutting anything from the music pro-
gram would be an error of the most egre-
gious sort. In doing so, the board will
ensure that the district will embark on a
journey toward mediocrity. And I, for
one, believe we pay far too much property
tax to allow that to happen.

Additionally, it was shared that two
years ago, Mr. Brzozowski was lured

away from a tenured position to accept
this post in the district. To terminate his
employment at this point would be dis-
courteous at best, and dishonorable and
distasteful at worst. I wouldn’t want that
on my conscience.

The second issue which came to light
identified the fact that if half of the faculty
were to change their health plan subscrip-
tion from the prohibitively expensive and
not materially more beneficial traditional
plan, to the PPO plan, enough funds would
be saved in order to save all the positions
that are slated to be eliminated. The board
also indicated that they couldn’t force
employees to change their plans.

Frankly, I don’t understand why not; in
the business world, management does it
all the time. But I ask all the teachers to
examine yourself and see if you would be
able to look your colleague that his losing
his/her job in the eye, knowing full well
that an action on your part could have
saved his/her job.

I implore all of you to do the right thing.

Patricia Buckridee
Fanwood

After reading weekly letters to the edi-
tor from Councilman Glover and today’s
article [March 8] regarding dissension on
the Scotch Plains Council, I can only
conclude that Mr. Glover, newly sworn in
as a council member in January, is mount-
ing a campaign designed to sabotage har-
monious relationships with other council
members.

When he was sworn into office, he
assured everyone that he would work
with the others for the betterment of the
town. Detriment would be a more apt
description. His weekly letters have the
temerity to disparage the fine work of our
council, especially the outstanding ef-
forts of our Mayor, Marty Marks.

Mr. Glover comports himself with a
pomposity which belies the fact that he
has only served on the council for little
more than two months. His “know it all”
demeanor will have a negative affect on
his peers, thus inhibiting progress on im-
portant township issues.

Mr. Glover is not alone in this chica-
nery. Pulling his strings behind the scene is

Richard Samuel who most recently man-
aged the Democratic campaign. Both Mr.
Samuel and Mr. Glover were rebuffed in
their attempt to have Mr. Samuel appointed
as assistant township attorney.

Mr. Glover stated this intention at the
swearing-in meeting in January. Could it
be that Mr. Samuel has chosen to be an
obstructionist in retaliation for not being
appointed?

When I served as mayor of Scotch
Plains, the council consisted of both Re-
publicans and Democrats. We worked
closely together to solve the problems of
the time as we felt that good government
was more important than party labels. We
all live here together.

May I suggest to Mr. Glover that he
gets his feet wet before continually en-
gaging his mouth — and to both he and
Mr. Samuel to act more responsibly in the
future. Isn’t this the least we should ex-
pect as residents of this fine community?

Gabe Spera
Scotch Plains

I wanted to clarify a concern one of our
viewers expressed last week in a letter to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times (“Town
Should Provide Better Sound on TV-34”).
Unfortunately, the low volume some of
our viewers are experiencing when they
tune into our local access channel — Scotch
Plains Television TV34 – is not a result of
anything originating on the township’s
end. We are sending Comcast a strong
signal at appropriate volume; however, by
the time this signal reaches the home of
some of our viewers, the audio is ex-
tremely low. We have addressed this with
Comcast repeatedly. Last month, in fact,
they sent a technician to our studio who
confirmed that our audio was fine.

The problem is complicated because
many of our viewers on both sides of
town are receiving the channel with ap-
propriate volume, while others are not. In
fact, during the live airing of township
council meetings, we monitor the chan-
nel as it returns via cable to the municipal
building and the audio is fine. Because
this is not a problem with all our viewers,
it has been difficult for Comcast to isolate
and correct the problem.

We are committed to providing our
audience the best local television viewing
experience in the area and will be glad to
assist anyone encountering poor quality
audio. Comcast has instructed us to direct
viewers to contact them directly at this
point, since it is likely that the signal
problem is occurring at some distribution
spot in our community.

However, we are concerned about this
on-going glitch and would like to assist in
isolating which neighborhood(s) are expe-
riencing an audio problem. If any viewers
of TV-34 are currently experiencing low
or poor quality audio, please feel free to
phone us at (908) 889-8600,  ext. 324 or e-
mail us at SPTV@spfk12.org. Be sure to
let us know your address and whether you
have digital or analog cable service.

We are proud to provide the only live
multiple camera coverage of town coun-
cil meetings in our viewing area and are
committed to continuing to serve as a
vital link between our local township
government and all our viewers.

William McMeekan, Jr.
Scotch Plains Television

Is It the Ice Age or
Global Warming?

I cringe when I hear our liberal politi-
cos expound on global warming, and I
almost cry when I read letters from read-
ers who follow them blindly.

Almost every letter comes back to the
underlying theme of the redistribution of
world wealth. Again with the social hy-
potheses that there is only so much wealth
in the world and must be redistributed,
and totally ignoring that wealth can and is
created, as proved by this great country.
Hint, it’s called capitalism.

The current ice age, thought to be
about 12,000 years old is ending, (a
fraction of a second in the history of this
planet). One only has to travel to
Andover, New Jersey to see the large
boulder that marks the end of the gla-
ciers’ advance in our area. Lake
Wawayanda is a glacier carved lake as
are the Finger Lakes in New York State.

Travel to Europe and visit the
Matterhorn, a mountain thousands of feet
high carved by the glaciers early in this
ice age. Travel to St. Christians Pass in
Greenland and see flattened mountains
thousands of feet high whose sides look
as if they have been carved with a chisel.
Visit Glacier Bay in Alaska. There you
can see a bay that is 180 miles long that
did not exist when first explored by Euro-
peans 400 years ago.

Now will you please tell me what caused
these glaciers to recede?

Jack McHugh
Westfield

Republicans Should Reject Practice of
Character Assassination against Me

It’s About Giving Back,
Vote Yes to Turf It in SP

I am a 1978 graduate of SPFHS and
have lived in either Scotch Plains or
Fanwood just about all of my life. My son
graduated from SPFHS in 2005, and he
played basketball and baseball all four
years in high school. My daughter is
graduating this year and she is a three-
year varsity letter recipient in cross coun-
try, winter track and spring track.

Due to an injury sustained at the track,
she had to have surgery on her knee and
has not, and will not participate in any
sports at all in her final year at SPFHS.
That’s a shame. That injury should have
never happened.

Without sports in my children’s lives,
countless friendships would have never
been made, coaches would have never
been able to teach them about hard work,
team work, and mastering the art of win-
ning and losing gracefully, lessons they
will carry with them all through their
lives, and all those memories and all of
those moments of all those games would
never exist. I can’t imagine that.

Even though my children will never
get to benefit from a top notch facility, my
nephews Aiden and Rielly will, and my
neighbors will and every student that takes
gym in the high school will, PAL and the
soccer association will. It will have a
huge impact on the band and various
fundraisers at the high school.

Wouldn’t it be nice to have an annual
track meet and raise money for a scholar-
ship for a track student? Or a soccer
tournament? And imagine how many
more people will want to watch a football
game on a beautiful field and spend money
at the concession stand that the Athletic
Booster Club runs and gives all that money
back to all sports at the high school which,
in turn, lightens the load for the board of
education’s budget.

It’s all about giving back, and this
project would allow us to give back to so
many people of all ages in this commu-
nity. I support this field 100 percent and
any one who lives in this town should
realize its value. Please vote yes in April.

Barbara Gates
Scotch Plains

Our Scotch Plains Mayor has been
complaining that I show too much inter-
est in our municipal government. I have
had the audacity to come to public meet-
ings, express my opinions, ask for public
documents and speak to members of our
council that are not his puppets.

He even went so far as to throw things
at me when I objected to the three Repub-
licans on the council screaming incoher-
ently and in unison at Councilman Glover.

What do you think they are trying to
hide?

One thing I learned by going to these
meetings was that during the recent cam-
paign, the mayor misused his office and
your money to help the Republican candi-
dates. He did this by voting for the mini-
golf course which he knew or should have
known could not have possibly eased our
tax burden in 2007 based on municipal
accounting standards. He then said, in
spite of this knowledge, that the building
of the mini golf course was a creative way
to ease our tax burden.

Of course he now says he was mis-
quoted. The mini golf course was built, he
now says, as a needed municipal service
with out regard to its tax effect.

So let’s see about our Mrs. Nancy
Malool. She did the same things as the
mayor with two exceptions. First, instead
of throwing things at me, she shoved the
things the mayor threw at me into my
hands. Second, her statement about the
mini golf course being a creative way of
helping with taxes was in a press release
not a news story. I hope she wasn’t mis-
quoted in her own press release.

To soften the impact of the Republican
lies, our municipal manager who our
mayor has said he would do anything to

protect, made a misstatement in his bud-
get report to the council and lambasted
Councilman Glover when Mr. Glover
brought that misstatement up at one of the
public meetings. Mr. Atkins aggressively
said that Mr. Glover, being the new kid on
the block, didn’t understand municipal
accounting.

The problem these old timers are really
having is that Glover understands mu-
nicipal accounting better than they would
like him to. He understands that even
though the manager and old timers should
understand municipal accounting better
than he, their statements do not reflect a
truthful application of their stated knowl-
edge.

The Republicans are upset that the
Democrats have taken the time and effort
to understand the budget process and have
tried to do what any honest and competent
Republican or Democrat would do. The
problem is that in all these years our local
Republican representatives have never
done what the newly-elected Democrats
have done in two months. The Republi-
cans have failed to exercise the oversight
function the taxpayers elected them to
fulfill and have only focused their atten-
tion and actions on there own political
interest.

I would hope that any response to this
letter be based on the facts and that the all
too silent majority of Republicans in town
reject the practice of character assassina-
tion that our mayor and his friends have
practice for at least the past nine years and
are now directing against Kevin Glover
and myself.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

I Wish all My Other Taxes Went to
As Good a Cause as Turf Fields

I’d like to explain why I support the
initiative to replace our high school ath-
letic fields’ natural surface with field turf
and replace our athletic track.

With just a cursory inspection of our
varsity soccer field, our athletic track and
our high school football field, any reason-
able person would have to conclude that
they are in poor shape. I also believe that
as much patching and fixing as allowed
within our maintenance budget has been
done and has proven to be insufficient.

Given the choice of a major reconstruc-
tion project, replacing our existing sur-
faces with natural grass or “field turf,” I
believe that I would choose the Field Turf
because of its durability, playability and
ease of maintenance. I won’t address the
track, because the track’s condition is de-
plorable and unarguably must be replaced.

When looking at safety statistics, we
should be sure that we are looking at
current data referring to surfaces like “Field
Turf,” not its predecessor “Astro Turf.”
Further, regardless of which of these sur-
faces you choose to compare to, compare
it to the one that our children must play on,
not one in optimal condition.

My own daughter had to give up her
passion for sports due to an injury she
sustained stepping in a hole on our field.
During the fall of 2003, I personally wit-

nessed five non-contact injuries related to
the condition of the field.

While I have no analytic proof for this,
my observation is the students that I’ve seen
perform on SPFHS sports teams and march-
ing band are some of the best that have come
through our education program. I believe
that if asked, they would say that their
participation in athletics or marching band
was an important part of their education. I
know that in reading my daughter’s essays
for admission to her doctorate program, she
emphasized her athletic as much as her
academic experiences.

Even if you forget about all the good
that is derived from team sports, and here
I include the marching band because what
they do takes teamwork, think about what
else these children will be doing if not for
these supervised, focused activities.

And finally for those that like to pass
judgment on others motivations, I’d like
to self identify. I am eternally grateful for
the education that was provided to me,
happy to live in a school district that
values the complete education of its chil-
dren and delighted with my responsibility
to “pay it forward.”

I wish that the balance of my taxes
went to as good a cause.

Russell Wells
Fanwood

It’s Public’s Right to See the
Details, Gov’s Duty to Provide It

For a while now, we’ve been concerned with
the point being made by Mrs. Patricia
Buckridee of Fanwood in her letter to the
editor today on this page. Mrs. Buckridee
petitions teachers in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools to accept a modified
health care plan so that the layoff of other
teachers can be avoided.

She laments that rumors are apparently be-
coming true regarding teachers facing the chop-
ping block as a result of last year’s contract
settlement with the teachers union.

In spite of seeking the maximum budget
increase permitted by law this year, the SP-F
BOE is proposing to curtail sports programs,
terminate ROTC and cancel other curriculum
items to contend with the costs of dealing
with the teachers’ contract settlement of last
August.

The details of this union contract settlement
bothered us last August as rumors floated
around then that there were some major give-
aways, soon to become evident — making
running the schools very difficult — very
expensive — perhaps unfair.

In August 2006, we asked for a copy of the
contract that was arrived at between the teach-
ers union and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE.

We filed for the documents, as is any citizen’s
right, under OPRA (Open Public Records
Act). The OPRA law says that the government
agency, in this case the Board of Education,
must provide a copy of the documents imme-
diately.

Well it is now March 2007 – nearly nine
months since the OPRA request was filed –
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation still has not complied with the law in
providing us with the documents.

It’s not our desire to take them to court
seeking enforcement of the law. We would
hope that public awareness and pressure would
achieve this end.

Given the impassioned initiative by parents
seeking money to turf the athletic fields, to
keep music programs and to have the best
that’s possible for the children, we’d think that
the public would take the time to inspect the
details of the union’s contract.

In that there’s a $2 million bond being re-
quested, that record high taxes are being sought
and that programs are being cancelled, is it not
time for the public to look into the details?

It’s the public’s right to see the details, and
it’s the government’s obligation to provide
them.

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Perse – Grayish blue
2. Cunctative – Slow-moving; sluggish
3. Rodomontade – To boast or brag
4. Yarage – Manageability of a ship at sea

ORGULOUS
1. Proud; haughty
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Pertaining to overindulgence in any

activity
4. Communicating knowledge; system-

atically investigating
RHIPIDATE

1. Nature of having a rattling in the
chest due to an obstruction

2. Formed like a fan
3. Having perennial roots but annual

stems and leaves
4. In botany and zoology, having very

small crevices or cracks
ROBORATION

1. A strengthening
2. A nightgown
3. Quivering; shaking
4. A very loud noise; explosion

SEVUM
1. A midieval wind instrument similar

to the trombone
2. In botany, the second, or inner coat,

of an ovule
3. Fat, as used in the preparation of

ointments
4. A soluable poison formed in the

putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter

Reader Questions and
Answers Bond Letter
I think I understand the attitude ex-

pressed by reader Albert Muller in his
letter [last week] headlined “That School
Bond Increases Debt So Children Can
Play is Appalling.”

It goes something like this: I don’t want
to pay for the ball field – my family won’t
use it. I don’t want to pay for the schools
– my kids are grown. I don’t want to pay
for the roads – I don’t drive a car. I don’t
want to pay for the municipal pool – I
don’t swim, etc.

Which of course leads to question:
How come this house I paid $375,000 for
is now only worth $150,000?

Answer: Because you live in a run-
down town with decrepit recreation fa-
cilities, bad schools and poorly main-
tained streets.

Roy Edelsack
Westfield
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Re SPF Field Turf Bond Referendum,
Review the Facts and Vote Yes

Turf Fields and Higher Taxes,
Take Your Battle to Trenton

County Freeholders Answer to the
Powerbrokers and Not to the People Letters to the Editor

Rumors have been circulating for weeks
that Freeholder Adrian Mapp of Plainfield
will not be getting the Democrat line this
Primary Election Day, but will be re-
placed by Plainfield Councilman Rayland
Van Blake. The only questions to be
answered are will Mr. Mapp put up a fight
and how soon will Mr. Van Blake replace
Mr. Mapp on the board?

The Union County Democrat machine
runs their freeholder candidates as in-
cumbents taking full advantage of the
taxpayer-funded publicity; upwards of
$250,000 from a commercial that runs
right before election season kicks off, and
mailers that arrive in the weeks before
Election Day; and the supposed ‘free’
concerts in the park which showcase the
incumbent freeholders.

During the 2004 campaign, Mr. Mapp
stated, “with my financial skills I can’t
wait to get my hands on the budget and go
over it with a fine tooth comb.” In my
watchdog mind, the clock started ticking
at that moment, and Mr. Mapp’s free-
holder days were numbered before he
was even elected. When Mr. Mapp packs
up his belongings from his county office,
he will have to wipe off the dust that has
collected on his “fine tooth comb.”

Mr. Mapp joins a long line of freehold-
ers who were replaced after falling out of
favor with the Union County Democrat
machine. Freeholder Mapp replaced Free-
holder Louis Mingo in 2004. Mr. Mingo
fell out of favor when he backed Plainfield
Mayor Al McWilliams. Mr. Mingo left
office quietly and it wasn’t found out until
months later that the county created a job
for him and he was allowed to keep his
county car and cell phone.

The year 2004 was a big year for re-
placement freeholders. Freeholder Nicho-
las Scutari was nominated for the Senate
after Senator Joseph Suliga announced
that he would not seek re-election after a
drunken casino incident in Atlantic City.

When Freeholder Scutari was promoted
to Senator, he was then replaced briefly
by Freeholder John Wohlrab of Linden
who served until he was arrested and
charged in an alleged domestic violence
incident two months before the 2004 elec-
tion. Mr. Wohlrab was then replaced by
Freeholder Nancy Ward of Linden. It was
so close to the election that Mr. Wohlrab’s
name remained on the ballot even though
Ms. Ward was the candidate. Despite his

arrest, over 70,000 people voted for Mr.
Wohlrab. This election proved that any-
one on the County Democrat line will be
elected.

It was widely rumored that the real
reason Mr. Wohlrab was forced out was
because he wasn’t getting along with
Union County Democrat Chairwoman
Charlotte DeFalippo. But, like Mr. Mingo,
Mr. Wohlrab chose to go away quietly.
He is still involved with the Democrat
machine in Linden and was Mayor John
Greggorio’s campaign treasure in 2006.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford came to the board in September
2004, she replaced Freeholder Mary
Ruotolo  on the ballot. Ms. Ruotolo was
aligned with the former county manager,
Michael LaPolla, who had been recently
unwillingly replaced by Senator Raymond
Lesniak’s nephew. Ms. Ruotolo had been
appointed to the freeholder board shortly
after the passing of her husband, the late
Union County Prosecutor Andrew
Ruotolo. Ms. Ruotolo also chose not to go
public with her political career demise.
She stated the old “I want to spend more
time with my family” and accepted a
position at the Turnpike Authority.

Mr. Mapp recently accepted a position
with the Borough of Roselle where two
fractions of Democrats are currently fight-
ing hand-to-hand combat. It would be a
breath of fresh air if Mr. Mapp would tell
the public why he never got to review the
budget and report what he had found as
was promised during his campaign.

I would like to believe that there are
“New Democrats” in Union County that
are willing to do something about the
machine politics. They can’t reform their
party by accepting banishment and keep-
ing their public employment. If the new
Democrats don’t expose the system, they
won’t be able to fix it.

Mr. Mapp is the fourth freeholder in
three years to be tossed to the political
graveyard by the county Democrat ma-
chine. What more proof is needed that
freeholders have to answer to the
powerbrokers and not to the people?

On a related matter, how can the Union
County finance director be devoting his
entire time during business hours and
working for the City of Linden as finance
director at the same time?

Tina Renna
UC Watchdog.org

In response to previous letters to the
editor against the proposed bond referen-
dum for the turf fields in Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, specifically letters from
Ms. Graffox and Mr. Muller that were
published in the March 7 edition of The
Leader/Times, I question some of the
research that was done — In particular,
the facts surrounding the injury claims
that artificial surfaces increased lower
limb injuries by 30 to 50 percent over
grass fields.

The webpage cited refers to “Astroturf”
which was the first generation artificial
surface. It was basically a rug over a
concrete base, and yes there would be a
marked increase in injuries over a grass
surface. It contained data that cannot be
compared to the current proposed sur-
faces.

The proposed surface is the “third”
generation artificial surface, which acts
and feels like grass and is light years
ahead of the “Astroturf” fields of the
past. Its characteristics are so similar to
grass that players would use the same
cleats that are worn on grass surfaces.
This surface is relatively new and data
comparing this surface to natural grass
is premature. However, it should be
noted that consistent surfaces, such as
what is gained in a turf field, must be
safer than muddy, pock marked fields
that freeze and thaw in the fall, leaving
ruts and holes, as in the current grass
field.

I also question the comment that many
teams have abandoned artificial sur-
faces to return to natural grass fields. I
am a sports enthusiast and watch my
share of college and NFL games on
television. You will be hard pressed to
find more than a handful of natural
grass surfaces left in the NFL and col-
leges alike.

The New England Patriots were so fed
up with the natural grass surface that they
went out and installed the artificial sur-
face on their field between playoff games
(within two weeks). When visiting col-
leges with both my sons, the coaches that
we spoke to were quick to point out the
new “Field Turf” field was just installed.
It was basically a selling point for the
college.

Mr. Muller’s letter lists words like “ap-
palling,” “callous” and “irresponsible”
and calls parents “extraordinarily self-
ish” for wanting a safe and manageable
playing surface for their children, but
doesn’t do much more than rant about
raising taxes.

The fact is that children play games.
That is their natural instinct. If they are
not in an extra-curricular activity, then
they are getting into trouble somewhere.
While I respect your opinion, I whole-
heartedly disagree with it.

There are a vast amount of activities for
children in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. It
is perhaps one of the most endearing
qualities of the community (along with
the excellent school system). Anyone who
has been here for any length of time
enjoys property values that have doubled
and tripled. This community is one of the
best in the state to live and draws new
families because of our excellent reputa-
tion.

This field project is not a luxury but a
necessity for many reasons too numerous
to mention in this letter. I commend the
board of education in their boldness to
bite the bullet and get this long-awaited
project moving forward. It’s now up to
the voters. I urge you all to do the right
thing for the children of our communities
and vote yes on April 17.

Anthony Giannaci
Scotch Plains

Last week, there were two letters ad-
dressing the upcoming bond referendum
on April 17 regarding turf fields at the
[Scotch Plains-Fanwood] high school.
While everyone is certainly entitled to his
or her opinion, I would like to offer a
differing view in support of the project.

First, trying to change Mr. Muller’s
opinion is futile, as I have never read
anything from him but negative views
toward the school budget. The only com-
ment I would make is that in his line “…
this bond issue will increase our debt so
their children can play games.” You are
right, this bill would allow children to
play games - and that’s a great thing.

Promoting the health and well-being of
our children is a priority that should be
pursued to its fullest extent. However,
this project is not just supported by “ex-
traordinary selfish” people but also by
people without school-age children be-
cause they see beyond the limited view
that this would just benefit school age
children. This would be a multi-use facil-
ity that could be used by everyone in town
— including adults who just want to take
a walk or jog around the track.

As it relates to Ms. Graffox’s letter that
its unclear whether turf is better than
grass, I would like to point out that in a
perfect world, grass fields would be bet-
ter than turf. However, we don’t live in a
perfect world where rain or other inclem-
ent weather doesn’t occur. Renovating
the existing fields would actually cost
more than putting turf down. How is that
possible? Consider that the current high
school football field is a clay-based foun-
dation. That means water doesn’t pen-
etrate the ground easily but actually stays
on top until it dries. To get the field right
would require digging up the existing
foundation, putting in a drainage system,
putting down a new soil surface, install-
ing an irrigation system and then putting
down sod. Then you need to pay for the
cost of maintaining the field.

You can do all of that, and then it rains
on a Saturday and the field would be torn
up. The improved technology over the
years has made the latest generation of
turf field as close to natural grass as
possible, without the necessary on-going
maintenance of natural grass. The trend is
clearly moving toward these types of fa-
cilities, not away from them.

I would love to see your facts support-
ing your argument that professional teams,
colleges and high school teams are aban-
doning turf fields because that is just not
the case and is clearly not the case in the
Northeast.

For the more critical issue of “what do
we value?” I would again argue why must
it be a choice? Why can’t we continue to
offer our children a first-rate education as

well as adequate fields? Nobody wants to
pay a dollar more in taxes, but unfortu-
nately that’s the cost of living where we
do. If you want to argue about higher
taxes, then take your battle down to Tren-
ton where the problem originates.

Please don’t make our school children
the fall guy. In terms of politics, it was
nice to see Republican Scotch Plains
Mayor Marks as well as Democrat As-
semblywoman Linda Stender and Demo-
crat Freeholder Al Mirabella all come out
in support of the proposal. Any financial
assistance that we may get from these
political entities would go to pay down
the bond quicker.

Lastly, the point about players choos-
ing fewer sports is not relevant because
additional sports are not being added. The
issue comes down to the increase in the
number of children that have moved into
town and providing them a field to play
on. However, if you think that other wor-
thy pastimes should be pursued instead of
sports, I offer the following: Charitable
works? How about the Student Relay for
Life or S.M.A.C. (Student Movement
Against Cancer)? Both of which have had
events canceled in the past because ad-
equate fields could not be provided.

Music? Again, great idea. How about
the award-winning high school marching
band that was forced to perform during
one of the games on the track instead of
going out on the field or having band
competitions canceled? See it’s more than
just a field to play games on and is, in my
opinion, a priority for our towns.

John Maxwell
Scotch Plains

I’ll Probably Retire Elsewhere, but I
Gave My Very Best to the Children

I read Ms. Graffox letter and was glad
that she searched for answers prior to
writing. It shows that people wish to be
more aware of the doings within their
respective towns. However, being a con-
cerned parent, coach and person directly
involved in the turf initiative, I wish to
help educate our cause.

The turf doesn’t become a magical
carpet, nor act like a cocoon for the ath-
letes, but it does minimize some of the
unnecessary poor field injuries.

The injuries sustained by several youths
were due to poor conditions such a track
cracked, hardened and in disrepair, the
fields rutted from frozen then unfrozen
conditions, exposed sprinkler heads – I
could go on and on. Those kids are real,
and those types of injuries shouldn’t have
happened ever. Not for a high school that
is proud of their student-athletes.

This initiative wasn’t a quick develop-
ment or an answer to recent conditions as
they are; they have been in existence for
years. So when do we say enough?

How did it come to this? The more you
allow something to deteriorate, the more
it costs to fix it. The initiative happened
(November 2005) after every avenue was
pursued including repeated grass grows
and intense attempts (which everyone
applauded by the maintenance crew spear-
headed by Anthony DelSordi) to revital-
ize the fields, and in the end the result was
the same, a deep clay field doesn’t pro-
duce a quality field turf to protect athletes
and kids.

Three minutes into any event, the field
was ruined. Games would be cancelled
one after another again and again. This
year, the state award-winning marching
band could not perform on the field. The
SPFHS Band annually hosts a competi-
tion involving bands from numerous com-
munities and once again this event was
hindered due to field conditions.

To suggest that the kids take something
else up instead of playing numerous sports
is absolutely ludicrous. The same stu-
dents also partake in student government
and extra town-wide initiatives on their
own time. Most of them have raised count-
less dollars for cancer (using the track and
field) and numerous other charity events.
I’m proud to know most of them and
believe they deserve the very best we can
give them since they are the leaders of
tomorrow and actively partake in today’s
problems and help solve them.

The coaches help mold students into
well-rounded individuals and team play-
ers (which matters in life) and all deserve
a “home field” they can be proud of. The
playing field is just as much if not more the
equivalent of a classroom. Life-long les-
sons are learned there. I don’t know if it
matters to you, but it certainly matters to
our students. Don’t they have a voice?

We all moved here to raise our children
in a great school system and when I am

done I’ll probably retire elsewhere. In the
end, I will know that I gave my very best
to the children of this community, as they
learned and played here. How much
money is too much? I don’t know but I’m
spending it where it makes all kids happy
and that matters.

Please come to the next Turf-It meet-
ing on March 22 at 7 p.m. at SPFHS and
ask all the questions you wish. Most im-
portantly, participate. I hope everyone
votes “Yes” on April 17.

Russell Yeager
Scotch Plains

Classifieds
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

Georges Duboeuf

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Mar. 7 thru

Tues., Mar. 20 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16
18 19 20

MARCH 2007

Debit
Card

ShopRite

Yellow Tail
ALL TYPES 1199

Charles Krug

Georges Duboeuf
Villages

C K Mondavi
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC 1099

Glen Ellen
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•PINOT
GRIGIO 799

Gallo of Sonoma
•CABERNET     •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SYRAH
•PINOT GRIS
•ZINFANDEL 999

Champagne &
Sparkling Wines Ports

Domaine Chandon
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1399

Piper Heidsieck
•BRUT
•X-DRY 2999

Voga
•PINOT GRIGIO
•QUATTRO 899

750
ML

Hardy’s Stamp
ALL TYPES 599

Little Penguin
ALL TYPES 699

3500

Toasted Head
•CHARDONNAY
•CABERNET
•MERLOT 1199

Prices effective: 3/7 thru3/20/07

•Beaujolais  •Macon

701
750 ML 750 ML

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Georges Duboeuf
Villages

Yellow Label Champagne

Charles KrugCharles Krug
Sauvignon

Blanc

1399
750
ML

Merlot or
Chardonnay

1499
750
ML

Cabernet
Sauvignon

1799
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Goosehörn
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 799

750
ML

Di Lupo
•CHIANTI RISERVA
•PINOT GRIGIO
•ROSSO TOSCANA 999

Minini
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO 899

1.5 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

Fox Horn
ALL TYPES 499

1.5 L

Livingston
Cellars ALL TYPES 899

C.R. Cellars
•BRAVISSIMO
•FORTISSIMO 1299

3 L

4 L

Beers
Guinness

Pub Draft
6-PACK

12-OZ. BTLS.

699

4-PACK
14.9-OZ. CANS

599

•Smithwick’s
•Harp
•Bass Ale

6-PACK, 12-OZ. BTLS.

699

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BTLS.

Killian’s IRISH RED  . .999

Canadian
Club

1509

1.5 L

1.5 L

750
ML

Mondavi
Private Selection
•CABERNET     •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

•ZINFANDEL 899

Taylor
Sparkling
ALL TYPES 499

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Sandeman
Founder’s
Reserve

1399

•Ruby
•Tawny 1199

Georges
Duboeuf

Pouilly Fuisse

1499
750
ML

Nobilo
Sauvignon Blanc

999
750
ML

VODKA

Reyka 2699

Crystal 999

TEQUILA

RUM

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 2999

•BLANCO

3999
•REPOSADO

4299
•AÑEJO

4899

1 L

GIN

1.75 L

Capt. Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

Tres Rios ALL 750 MLS

1.75 L

Gilbey’s 1399

Crystal 1099

Bombay
Sapphire 3599

Dalmore
12-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT 2699

John Begg 1599
1.75 L

Debriac XO
COGNAC 2999

1.75 L

SCOTCH BOURBON

COGNAC & BRANDY

Fleischmann’s
Preferred 1299

1.75 L

Canadian
LTD 1199

CORDIALS
1.75 L

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD 1999

1.75 L

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

Svedka 1999
1.75 L

Popov 1099
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

•VS

1499
•VSOP

1999
•XO

3999

COGNAC ALL 750 MLS
De LarocheDe Laroche

750 ML

Chivas Regal
12-YEAR OLD 5399

1 LCampari 2499

750
ML

Dekuyper
Pucker
SOUR APPLE 899

Gozio
Amaretto 2199

Christian Bros.
BRANDY 1699

1.75 L

Leroux Polish
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1899

1.75 L

750 ML

1 L

Jim Beam
Black 3599

1.75 L

Jim Beam 2499
1.75 L

Knob Creek
Sour Mash 2699

750 ML

Cointreau 2999
1 L

Bushmills
Irish Whiskey

3409
1.75 L

Dewar’s
White Label

2909
1.75 L

Baileys
Irish Cream

1809
750 ML

750
ML

Beers

Your
Choice!

Irish Spirits

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 3699

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY
12-YR. OLD 2999

Black Bush
IRISH WHISKEY 2999

Michael
Collins
IRISH WHISKEY 2199

Irish Mist 1999

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAKPRICE

BREAK

1.75 L

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK
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Peter and Diana Nachbur

Mr. and Mrs. Nachbur
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Diana and Peter Nachbur of

Westfield celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on Saturday, Febru-
ary 24.

The former Miss Diana Adams of
New York City and Peter Nachbur of
Staten Island, N.Y. and Bern, Swit-
zerland were married on February
24, 1957 at the former Christ Church,
then located on New York’s upper
west side on 71st Street. Their recep-
tion was held at the former Excelsior
Hotel on West 81st Street.

Mr. Nachbur was employed as a
shipping executive at Alltransport
Inc., then located in the Battery in
Lower Manhattan. Mrs. Nachbur, a
Vassar College graduate, worked as
an editorial assistant at Cosmopoli-
tan magazine.

In 1958, the couple moved to Chi-
cago, where Mr. Nachbur opened
Alltransport’s Chicago office. They
later settled in suburban Wilmette,
Ill., where all three of their children
were born. In addition to his job at
Alltransport, Mr. Nachbur served as
an adjunct instructor at Lasalle Busi-
ness College.

In 1970, the couple moved to Scotch
Plains and Mr. Nachbur returned to
Alltransport’s New York headquar-

ters as a vice president. Mrs. Nachbur,
who served for many years as a troop
leader and consultant for the Wash-
ington Rock Girl Scout Council,
worked part-time for her husband.
Mr. Nachbur volunteered as a soccer
coach and as Scoutmaster of Boy
Scout Troop 130 in Scotch Plains.

In 1975, Mr. Nachbur left his posi-
tion as president of Alltransport and
started his own firm, Lloyd Interna-
tional Shipping. Originally located in
Manhattan’s Battery, the firm moved
to Hoboken in 1986.

After retiring from Lloyd in 1994,
he ran Intramar Chartering for a few
years and began volunteering for the
Newark-based Metro-New Jersey of-
fice of the Service Corps of Retired
Executives, where he continues to
volunteer.

In 1997, the Nachburs moved to
Cowperthwaite Square in Westfield,
where Mr. Nachbur served as his
townhouse association’s president and
Mrs. Nachbur volunteered as an En-
glish as a Second Language tutor.

The couple’s three children and
their spouses include Jenny and her
husband, Mark Farrell, of Burlington,
Vt., John and his wife, Laura, of
Littleton, Colo. and Nick and his wife,
Kim, of Stirling, N.J. They also have
eight grandchildren, William, Anna,
Sam, Grant, Brent, Austin, Perry and
Reese.

Andrew W. Larson and Miss Ronwyn M. Raines

Miss Ronwyn M. Raines
To Wed Andrew W. Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth W. Raines of

Henagar, Ala. have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Ronwyn “Wendy” Marie Raines, to
Andrew Wathen Larson. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Larson of
Eatonton, Ga., formerly of Westfield.

A 1999 graduate of Sylvania High
School in Sylvania, Ala., the bride-to-
be received her Bachelor of Science
degree in Horticulture and Landscape
Design in 2006 from Auburn Univer-
sity in Auburn, Ala., where she played
tennis on an athletic scholarship.

Miss Raines lives and works in
Charleston, S.C. and is pursuing a
freelance career in landscape design
and architecture.

Her fiancé, a 1995 graduate of
Westfield High School, earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Management
Information Systems in 2000 from
Auburn University, where he played
water polo and was actively involved
in the Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity.

Mr. Larson was awarded a Master

of Business Administration degree
with concentrations in Finance and
Risk Management from the Univer-
sity of Georgia in Athens in 2005. He
is employed as a business and tech-
nologies analyst with AstenJohnson,
Inc., a manufacturer for the paper and
pulp industry, in Charleston, S.C.

 An Alabama wedding is planned
for the summer of 2007.

Mulvaneys Welcome
Daughter, Cailin

Sean and Adrianne Mulvaney of
Laguna Beach, Calif. have announced
the birth of their daughter, Cailin Anne
Mulvaney, on Wednesday, February
14, in South Laguna Beach, Calif.

Cailin weighed 9 pounds and 2
ounces and measured 21½ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Pat Corcoran and Joanne Grikis
of Stroudsburg, Pa.

Her paternal grandparents are Frank
and Kathy Mulvaney of Westfield.

Cailin’s paternal great-grandpar-
ents are Betty Scarbrough Dixon of
Palo Alto, Calif. and Raymond Dixon
of Lincoln, Calif.

Tammaros Welcome
Son, Vencentio Chase
Aldo and Lauren Tammaro of

Milford have announced the birth of
their son, Vencentio Chase Tammaro,
on Wednesday, December 27, at 9:12
p.m. at Hunterdon Medical Center in
Flemington.

Vencentio weighed 9 pounds and
2.6 ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sister, Elizabeth, age 2.
The baby’s maternal grandparents

are Howard and Doris Georgs of
Palmer Township, Pa.

Aldo and Marilyn Tammaro of
Westfield are his paternal grandpar-
ents.

Vencentio’s paternal great-grand-
mother is Eloise Wall of Brick.

Library Serves as Agency
For Passport Applications

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, continues to
serve as a passport application ac-
ceptance agency for area residents.

Trained staff members are autho-
rized to review and accept applica-
tions for processing. New travel re-
strictions have increased the num-
ber of people needing new pass-
ports for travel. Additional rules
apply for children ages 14 and un-
der. All children regardless of age
(including newborns and infants)

must have their own passport when
traveling outside the country.

To obtain a passport for the first
time, an individual will need to bring
two photographs of himself or her-
self; proof of United States citizen-
ship and a valid form of photo iden-
tification such as a driver’s license,
as well as checks or money orders
for the costs.

For information on materials
needed to apply, costs and require-
ments, please visit the State Depart-
ment website at travel.state.gov or
call the library’s Reference Desk at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204.

Applications are accepted up to
one hour before the library closes.
Applicants are urged to call the li-
brary in advance to be certain a
trained agent will be working on
any specific day.

The hours for the Scotch Plains
Public Library are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday; 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Wednesday; 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday
and noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday. For
more information or directions to
the library, please call (908) 322-
5007.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet at Noon Today

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
and St. Helen’s Rosary Altar Society
will meet today, Thursday, March
15, at noon at St. Helen’s Parish
Center for a celebration of St.
Patrick’s Day and the Feast of St.
Joseph. Participants are asked to
bring a brown bag lunch.

Guest speaker and pianist Roxanne
McAlvany, musical director at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, will lead a sing-along
accompanied by Betty Anis on vio-
lin. Song sheets will be provided for
participants. St. Helen’s Parish Cen-
ter is located on Lamberts Mill Road
in Westfield.

Membership Chairwoman Frances
Saliola will accept present and past
dues at the meeting.

Monies from the Rosary Altar So-
ciety support Raphael’s Life House
in Elizabeth, which provides transi-
tional housing for homeless, preg-
nant women and their babies when
they are born.

Mrs. Russo invites all women pa-
rishioners 18 years and older to be-
come members of the Rosary Altar
Society. Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s
Rosary Altar Society was established
more than 75 years ago. Anyone
needing a ride to the meeting today
is asked to call Mrs. Russo at (908)
232-9047.

‘Alive Again’ to Offer
Praise and Testimony
WESTFIELD – Grace Church of

Westfield, working jointly with the
Immanuel Church of Westfield, will
present “Alive Again,” an evening of
praise, worship and testimony.

The event will take place on Fri-
day, March 30, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at
Grace Church, located at 1100 Bou-
levard. All are welcome to attend.

Traditional Christian themes will
be explored in short messages, skits,
music and multi-media. Dan Ottoson,
a Westfield native who has returned
from mission work in Nepal, will
give a personal testimony.

For more details about this pro-
gram, please call (908) 222-0322, e-
mail church@gracechurchopc.org or
visit gracechurchopc.org/ online. Re-
freshments will be served. The
church building is handicap-acces-
sible. There will be no charge or
collection.

St. John’s Youth Plans
Summit This Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The St. John’s

Youth Ministry will hold its annual
summit on Saturday, March 17, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. John’s Baptist
Church, located at 2387 Morse Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Youth in neighboring communities
are invited to come and participate in
various activities for those from grade
school to high school. Lunch will be
served. For more details, please call
the church at (908) 232-6972.

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756-7623
Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5

www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

BAKER FURNITURE
Close-Out Sale

SAVE 45-70% OFF REMAINING STOCK
Dining Rooms, Sofas, Chairs, Tables and More!

Save on
All Collections

While they Last

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
♦  150 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
♦ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy & Spa Pools

♦ Personalized Programs
♦ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
♦ Nurses
♦ Medical Advisory Board
♦ Full Service Day Spa
♦ Child Care
♦ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
♦ Sauna & Steamroom
♦ Aqua Therapy
♦  Physical/Occupational Therapy
♦ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
♦ Cooking Classroom
♦ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
♦ Treadmills
♦ Stair Steppers
♦ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
♦ Ellipticals
♦ Rowers
♦ Free Weights
♦ Selectorized Equipment
♦ Pilates Reformers
♦ Cybex
♦ Stretch Stations
♦ FreeMotion
♦ TechnoGym
♦ Kinesis
♦ HammerStrength
♦ Keiser
♦ LifeFitness
♦ Precor
♦ BodyMasters,
and much more..

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
♦  Healthy Cooking Classes
♦ Nutritional Counseling
♦ Registered Dietician
♦ Adolescent Programs
♦ Speakers Bureau
♦ AED/CPR Training
♦ Physician Lectures
♦ Diabetes Education
♦ Health Screenings
♦ Stress Management
♦ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
♦ Wellness Health Fairs
♦ Youth Programs
♦ Parent & Me
♦ Swim Instruction
♦ Lifesaving Training

The area’s most comprehensive
fitness and wellness center

in Scotch Plains has everything
you need to stay healthy!

Experience what everyone
is talking about!

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.  Scotch Plains  (908) 232-6100
Open Mon. thru Fri. 5 am to 11 pm, Sat. & Sun. 7 am to 7 pm

See the difference in us.
Feel the difference in you!
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PURIM FESTIVITIES…Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains held its Kids
Megillah reading and Costume Parade on March 4, during which people of all
ages turned out to celebrate Purim. Pictured, from left to right, are: Elijah
Rockman, Ira Gotliboym, Daniel Ryan, Jeremy Ryan and Max Needle.

COMMANDING PRESENCE…Major Joseph W. Boscia is enrolled in the
United States Army’s Command and General Staff College Course, which trains
Army majors and some allied forces officers in higher level staff and command
principles and techniques. Raised in Westfield, he received the Meritorious
Service Medal for his work at Fort Dix and New Cumberland, Pa., training and
preparing soldiers for deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan.

College Club Fashion Show
To Feature Miss New Jersey

Library Plans Program
About Voice Health

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will host “Your Voice
and Its Health” on Monday, March
26, at 7 p.m. at the library. Open to
all members of the community, this
program is for adults who want to
keep their voices strong as they age.

Participants will learn more about
their voice, the changes that can oc-
cur and strategies to maintain vocal
quality and loudness with age. They
also will learn about vocal structure
and the neurological relationship be-
tween the brain and vocal mechanism
and have their questions answered.

Elisha Cohen-Monzella, a li-
censed, certified speech-language
pathologist, will lead the discussion.
She resides in Fanwood with her
family and maintains a local private
practice. Ms. Cohen-Monzella may
be reached at (908) 322-3005.

The library is located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road. For more
information, please check the events
calendar at fanwoodlibrary.org or call
the library at (908) 322-6400.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
present a fashion show-luncheon on
Sunday, April 22, from 11:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. entitled “A
Festival of Wed-
dings.” It will be held
at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

Fashions from cer-
emony to celebration
will be featured, re-
flecting four distinctly
different wedding
styles. Georgine
DiMaria, the current
Miss New Jersey, will
model bridal gowns
from Saks Fifth Avenue in Short Hills.
Apple Blossom Florist in Scotch Plains
will donate her bridal bouquets.

Mademoiselle of Westfield will
provide bridesmaid and mother of the
bride gowns. Cozi Formalwear, also
of Westfield, will coordinate bride-
grooms’ tuxedos. Fashions for wed-
ding guests, provided by Lord & Tay-
lor of Westfield, also will be shown.

Lord & Taylor also will do the makeup
for the models.

The banquet hall will be lined with
antique wedding gowns provided by

the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, while a classical
string quartet will provide
background music.

The fashion show-lun-
cheon also will feature a
50/50 drawing, Select-a-
Gift baskets and a silent
auction.

Among the silent auction
prizes will be tickets to a
Rutgers football game and
a tailgate party; two nights
at the Manhattan Club in

New York City and one week in a
Hilton Head condo which accommo-
dates six.

Proceeds from the event will go
directly into a scholarship fund that
will allow the College Club to pro-
vide scholarships for young women
in the local community. Tickets are
$40 and can be purchased by calling
Ginger Rachko at (908) 889-4195.

Georgine DiMaria

International Dinner On Tap
To Fight Hunger and Poverty

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains will host an Interna-
tional Dinner on Saturday, March
24, from 5 to 8 p.m. to fight world
hunger and poverty.

The event will feature music and
an array of international cuisine such
as Italian, Cuban, Swedish, Ger-
man, Irish, Greek, Scottish, English,
West Indian and Polish.

The dinner is being held to raise
money for the Heifer Project Inter-
national, which helps reduce hun-
ger worldwide by providing farm
animals to needy families so they
can live self-sufficiently. If a family
receives a heifer (young cow), then
that family will pass on the female
offspring from their heifer to ben-
efit another family.

As a learning experience about
this mission, the youth group of the
Willow Grove and Fanwood Pres-
byterian Churches will take a trip to
the Overlook Farm Learning Cen-
ter in Massachusetts. For more in-
formation about the Heifer Project
International, please visit heifer.org.

The cost for the dinner is $12 for
adults, $6 for children under 12 and
free for children under age five.
Reservations are requested by
Thursday, March 22. To make a
reservation or for more information
about Willow Grove, please call the
church office at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org
or access the church’s website at
willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan

Road and all facilities are handi-
cap-accessible. Anyone unable to
attend the dinner but who would
like to make a donation is asked to
call August Ruggiero at (908) 889-
5948 or Paul DiDario at (908) 769-
5742.

Temple Invites Community
To Passover Seder April 3

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El
has extended an invitation to all to
join its community Passover Seder
table on Tuesday, April 3, at 6 p.m. at
the synagogue, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Senior Rabbi Douglas Sagal and
Cantor Martha Novick will lead the
service, which memorializes the Jews’
pilgrimage from Egyptian bondage
to freedom in the Land of Israel.

A traditional kosher meal will be
served at this Second Night Seder,

including matzah ball soup, chicken,
broccoli with baby carrots, farfel with
onions and mushrooms, roasted po-
tatoes, gefilte fish, hard boiled eggs,
fresh fruit and Passover desserts. For
children, there will be chicken fin-
gers and French fries.

A ceremonial Passover plate will
be on each table, along with matzah,
haroset, wine and other beverages.
Deli King of Linden will cater the
meal.The cost is $50 per adult and
$18 per child. All temple members
will receive a discounted price. For
confidential financial assistance,
please contact a clergy member.

To reserve a place, please stop by
the temple during business hours or
visit the Events section of the temple’s
website at tewnj.org. Reservations are
needed by Monday, March 26. For
further details, please contact Carolyn
Shane, executive director, at (908) 232-
6770 or  cshane@tewnj.org.

Camp Open House Set
Next Thursday Evening

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Area
“Y” will hold a Camp Open House on
Thursday, March 22, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at its Robert and Virginia
Bauer Family Branch, located at 422
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to meet the “Y”’s summer camp
staff, learn about camp programs and
enjoy arts and crafts, games and pizza.
They also will receive a free camp
bag and be entered into a drawing to
win a free week of traditional camp.

Most camps still have availability.
For more information, please call (908)
233-2700 or visit westfieldynj.org.

Major Joseph Boscia
Attends CGSC Course
WESTFIELD – Major Joseph W.

Boscia is attending the United States
Army’s 10-month Command and
General Staff College (CGSC) Course
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan. after com-
pleting his tour of training Reserve
and National Guard troops scheduled
for Iraq and Afghanistan.

For his accomplishments at New
Cumberland, Pa. and Fort Dix, N.J. in
that assignment, he received the Meri-
torious Service Medal.

CGSC trains Army majors (and
some allied forces officers) in higher-
level staff and command principles
and techniques. This course prepares
them for command of battalion-sized
units. Additionally, it challenges them
to think at the operational and strate-
gic levels necessary for leadership in
the military today.

In April, Major Boscia and his fam-
ily will move to Fort Campbell, Ky.,
where he will be assigned to the 101st
Airborne Division and subsequently
deploy to Iraq with his Brigade Com-
bat Team.

Major Boscia, an Eagle Scout, at-
tended Holy Trinity School in
Westfield, where his parents, Joe and
Sue, still reside.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Single Parents Invited
To Meet at Sun Tavern
WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Area

“Y” invites single and divorced moth-
ers and fathers to enjoy a night out
without the children on Friday, March
23, at the Sun Tavern in Fanwood.

Participants will meet at 7:30 p.m.
for adult conversation at this sports-
themed restaurant. Those attending
should ask for the “Y” group upon
arrival. The Sun Tavern is located at 15
South Avenue.

Responses are required by telephone
or e-mail. Interested persons are asked
to contact Jill Brown at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 415, or by e-mail
at jill.brown1@comcast.net.

Miller-Cory House to Show
Hat and Band Boxes Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
feature a program entitled “Hat
Boxes and Band Boxes” this Sun-
day, March 18, between 2 and 4 p.m.

Hatboxes and bandboxes origi-
nally functioned as storage contain-
ers for women’s bonnets and starched
collar bands for men.

Handmade in various shapes and
sizes, they came to serve as contain-
ers for a variety of goods carried by
travelers – from tiny boxes for combs
and jewelry to long, narrow ones for
gloves.

The program, presented by Eileen
O’Shea, will include a discussion of
the history of these artifacts as well
as a display of antique hatboxes and
bandboxes. Ms. O’Shea also will
demonstrate how the boxes are made
and exhibit examples that she has
handcrafted.

Sunday’s program also will in-
clude tours by costumed docents and
open-hearth cooking in the museum’s
Frazee Building. Taste treats will be
available for visitors to sample. Ad-
ditionally, visitors are invited to stop
by the museum’s gift shop, which
offers a variety of Colonial toys,

crafts, books and educational mate-
rials.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four. Upcoming Sunday pro-
grams at the museum include “18th-
Century Fear Factor Foods” on
March 25 and “A Spot of Tea” on
April 1. For more information, please
call the museum office weekday
mornings at (908) 232-1776.

The Chelsea at Fanwood Cordially Invites You To:

Please join us for an afternoon tea with our
special guest Judith Krall-Russo, tea specialist
and food historian. Learn about the history of
various teas and traditions and enjoy an
authentic Victorian Tea. Please bring your
favorite teacup!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

An Afternoon Tea

Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

WHEN:   Thursday, March 22, 2007
TIME:     2:00 p.m.
WHERE:  The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200
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MATH IS SERIOUS BUSINESS…R.J. Greeley and Thomas Young, students of
Mountainside’s Deerfield Middle School, observe Police Sgt. Allan Attanasio and
Officer Andrew Huber, as they show how they measure evidence at the scene of
an automobile accident. The police officers were the guests of Deerfield’s “Math
in the Everyday Workplace.” Accountants, builders and architects also demon-
strated how math is used in their respective professions. The school adopted the
“Everyday Math” and “Connected Math” curricula in 2005.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Surprises Do Lurk Within
The Hallways of WHS
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The characteristics that distinguish all
fascinating aspects of life can be summed
up by one simple word: unpredictable. If
the world solely consisted of inevitabil-
ity, one would never experience the most
exciting twist of life, a surprise.

This term is not only compact with
exhilaration, however. It is a phenomenon
enveloped by the gift people receive if they
truly cherish the ability to be thoroughly
observant: the capability of witnessing life-
changing surprises that other individuals
who keep their eyes secluded from the
world are merely blind to.

Westfield High School (WHS), as a
whole, is of equal diversity to New York
City; the hallways equivalent to the streets
from which clusters of varying individu-
als walk down.

Squirming through these seas of distinc-
tiveness, people will encounter compo-
nents of each high school “social group”
over the course of their journeys, most-
likely brushing by those students (and even
teachers) who they believe are “off limits”
and resorting to staring at their shoes in
order to create a casual looking pass-by.

This is an example of individuals, as
mentioned earlier, who keeps their eyes
isolated from the world; sheltered from
life. What will they gain from placing
their heads down as they stride through
the WHS halls aside from a clearer view
of their shoelaces?

Nothing; they only miss out on the op-
portunity to feel the embers of fascination
that exist within a surprise, and push aside
the chance of obtaining the most important
life lesson out there: In life, people are not
always the way we perceive them to be.

Since you have already gained a sense
of the losses one who keeps his or her
head down and eyes closed experiences,
let us now perceive a new scenario (that
has struck me personally) from an en-
tirely opposite point of view in order to
discover what an individual who main-
tains a high head and observant eyes can
uncover at WHS.

Moral: In life, people are not always
the way we perceive them to be.

True or false? “You never get a second
chance to make a first impression.” True,
but there is always an opportunity for
individuals to alter the first impression
they have laid on you.

Now, if you are not a freshman, like
myself, try and swim backwards into the
waters of the past, reflecting on that one
teacher who seemed to scare you on your
first day of freshman year. And if you are
a freshman, think back six months to that
intimidating day when we all began the
first day of “the next chapter of our lives.”

Envision the one teacher who fright-
ened you the most then, and picture them
now. Have your negative impressions of
them changed to positive? If not, are you
perceiving them with open eyes? Jump
into my shoes, as you read the following
two paragraphs to discover how one of my
“scary” teachers turned out to be…nice.

You fling open the door to your class
while glimpsing down at your schedule to
make sure you are in the right place, and
then step out into the hall to glance at the
room number (just to be safe) – a typical
freshman sequence of events.

It is early September; summer still lin-
gers in the breeze outside and you cannot
help but believe that everyone (including
your teachers) will still be immersed within
a laid-back state of mind. A few more
clusters of uptight freshmen funnel into the
class after yourself, and your eyes ner-
vously scan the room for one of your friends;
unfortunately, you are devoid of any luck.

The entrance bell chirps a falsetto ring,
and you feel your heart begin to thud
uncontrollably, as the discussions amongst
your fellow classmates come to an abrupt
stop, and the door creaks open.

A stern-looking man emerges into the
classroom. Everyone’s mouth drops wide
open as he states in a deep, intimidating tone
that he will not tolerate any unnecessary
talking whatsoever and if anyone disre-
spected or violated one of the classroom
laws, there would be severe consequences.

His eyes appear, to you, cruel and bit-
ter, and as he passes out a sheet that
consists of his expectations of you, the
room begins to spin and an unexpected
dizziness infuses your head; you do not
want to be on this teacher’s “bad” side,
and know that in order to do so, you will
have to adhere to every single one of these
expectations.

After what felt like a century, the class
finally winds down to an end, and as you
leave the room, you feel a powerful desire
to never return. Clearly, your first impres-
sion of this man was: “This guy is insane.

Scarily insane.”
Everything changes one day in mid

October; it is the day you open your eyes
to this teacher, and he opens his eyes to
you. As he reminds the class of how
important participation is, you suddenly
realize that you have never raised your
hand, not even once.

In that moment, and the one following,
in which he asks a question and then asks
“Any new volunteers?”, you know he is
alluding to the only one who has never yet
talked in front of everybody: you.

A nerve-wracking feeling inhibits your
stomach, and it seems to flutter and twirl
boundlessly like a tilt-o-whirl inside of
you. Then, with hopes of calming down,
you say to yourself, “okay, maybe he’s
not as mean as I think,” and you lift your
hand up very gingerly.

His eyes dart across the room directly
at you, and he affirms your name. Ner-
vously, you stutter the answer to the ques-
tion he directed to the class from your
point-of-view, and as you finish, wait in
agony for his response.

All of a sudden, you notice a smile
appear on his lips and an endearing light
shining in his eyes, as he states, “I couldn’t
agree more. That is a very good point you
made. Great job.”

From the point on, when you see him in
the hallways, you acknowledge him with-
out any fear. As you pass by and look
more deeply into his methodology and
strategy of teaching with open eyes, you
realize that he only wants to benefit his
students by expecting a lot from them; his
strictness is not actually mean, but in-
stead, casts emphasis on his desire for us
to learn.

Since that one autumn day when you
decided to put all of your nervousness
behind you and take the risk of giving this
teacher a chance, you have grown to real-
ize that even though you may have per-
ceived him as being bitter and harsh, he
actually turned out to be a man 110 percent
devoted to his job, with no intentions of
making life miserable for his class.

One of my current favorite teachers is
not the cruel, frightening man I originally
envisioned him as being. My first impres-
sion was an obvious malfunction, which
I was able to cure thanks to a necessary
dose of open eyes.

The eyes are the windows to the soul,
allowing you to see into other people, and
them to see into you. They emit an infinite
number of emotions, and are one of the
most important aspects of every indi-
vidual on this earth, giving us the oppor-
tunity to absorb the beauties, tragedies
and unexplainable mysteries of life.

The eyes come in a variety of size,
shape and color and no two of them are
perfectly identical, for no two individuals
can view the world through the same two
eyes. They were bestowed upon us to
serve a specific purpose: to observe.

The eyes can exist in two physical
states: open and closed. There is an entire
world consistent of a necessity for indi-
viduals to delve deeper into the meaning
of simple acts of compassion, surprises in
people you would least expect, and hid-
den kindness, which are all waiting to be,
and can only be, discovered by open eyes.
So why keep them closed…unless you
are sleeping?

Alexa is a freshman at WHS.

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-
ate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
announced the second marking pe-
riod honor roll:

Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Paige Alvarez, Rakhee Barai,
Patrick Bergin, Meghan Boylan, Jane
Braun, Stephen Buell, Juliana
Capuano, Ashtyn Chen, Bryan Chen,
Alan Chu, Emma Crossland, Tara
Culnan, Gustav Danielsson, Justin
Erickson, Tzvetelina Garneva, Dana
Gottdiener, Rachel Harth, Evan
Hindes, Ravi Jha, Daniel Kerr, Eliza-
beth Kiefer, Andrew Kirna, Meredith
Latimer, Justin Lee, Corey Lipschutz,
Joshua Mazen, Juan Mejias, Amelia
Morabito , Sarah Morasso, Kevin
Mulvey, Alexis Murphy, David
Osterman, Michael Pohling, Matthew
Ritter, Kyla Rodger, Laura Rogut,
Allison Rose, Olivia Ryan, Nicole
Schmeider, Meghan Suriano, Mat-
thew Tarantino, Angela Tata, Cheryl
Wu, Deborah Wu, Tianzuo Xu, Larry
Zhang;

Eighth Grade
Honor Roll

Amanda Adsit, Taylor Anderson,
Madeleine Archambault, Max
Archambault, Nicholas Attanasio,
Rishi Barai, Chloe Baron, Rachel
Baron, Siya Bhatt, Morgan Bungerz,
Eric Byer, Brian Cantor, Jillian
Ceasrine, Hoon Byung Chae, Nicho-
las Chapel, Nicholas Chopey, Daniella
Ciampa, Patrick Conlon, Alyssa Conte,
Lauren Corcoran, William Cronen,
Tierny Cummings, Jeffrey DeSorbo,
Brooke Domino, Elizabeth Driscoll,
Olivia Dunham, Jeremy Einbinder,
Anna Fetter, Adam Fischette, Steven
Forgash, Alec Friedlander, Catalina
Gaglioti, Betsy Goellner, Spencer
Goldin, Alex Gordon, Emma Gross,
Courtney Gurkas, Russell Hager, Alice
Hong, John Huber, Margaret Jacobi,
Alexander Jedruszczak, Alycia
Jhaveri, Nicholas Kapur, Benjamin
Kraus, Abigail Kwok, Joseph Leopold,
Lijingzi Li, Christina Martinez, Cara
Martone, Colleen McCabe, Phillip
Mendel, Jilliana Meola, Philip
Mierswa, Danielle Miller, Dominick
Molinari, Madison Mone, Anthony
Mormile, Francine Nieva, Megan
Nogan, Henry O’Brien, Douglas
Payne, Lucas Pellegrino, Katherine
Ponce, Jennifer Porch, Thomas
Pulliam, John Randazzo, Bryan Reilly,
Matthew Rivera, Gabriella Rivero,
Amber Roberson, Justin Sandler,
Christina Scaglione, Emma Shor,
Stefani Spector, Robert Steinfeld,
Francesca Tilocca, Jamie Torcicollo,
Julia Tressitt, Garrett Verdone, Jordan
Walker, Connor Walters, Samantha
Weidman, Justin White, Chelsea Wolf;

Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Sarah Albright, Meg Anderson,
Mary Barber, Hannah Bass, Kelley
Biglin, Wilson Cheung, Molly Colvin,
Eileen Cook, Jessica Cronin, Ella

D’Amico, Carley Davis, John DeDea,
Catherine DeMasi, Michael DePaolo,
Melissa Diep, Isabel DoCampo, Ryan
Elliott, Brandon Eng, Bradley
Erickson, Emily Fahey, Jessie Fang,
Taylor Friss, Geena Gao, Andrew
Goldfarb, Abigail Goldring, Ashley
Hall, Jacob Harris, Samantha Hindes,
Ryan Hobson, Kimberly Hoffman,
Krysta Huber, Jason Isbit, Lindsey
Jacobs, Johnatan Katz, Danielle
Lipschutz, Megan Luppino, Florence
Ma, Maeve Maloney, Amanda
Marcotullio, Hannah Margolin,
Nathan Mitchell, Michael Mondon,
Cecelia Mosco, Anne Oldakowski,
Zhe “Jason” Qin, Matthew Ragoza,
Erica Russo, Dean Schapow, Andrew
Schwarz, Sari Solomon, Alina Spera,
Hannah St. Lifer, Elizabeth Steller,
Kathleen Tang, Jacob Vergara,
Caroline Weber;

Seventh Grade
Honor Roll

Christopher Albanese, Kevin
Anderson, Gemma Antoniewicz, Tay-
lor Barber, Aimee Bass, Michelle
Behzadpour, Daniel Bigelow, James
Birnie, Rebecca Bleich, Zachary
Botos, Daniel Brotman, Russell
Browning, Matthew Caminiti,
Kathryn Caruso, Hsiao-Min Chiang,
Rachel Chodor, Zachary Chodor,
Lucas Cruz, Nicole Cruz, Melissa
DeCandia, Kailey Decker, Sophia
DeVita, Amie Diamond, Ryan Don,
John Dooley, Brendan Dugan,
Amanda Earl, Thomas Edwards,
Gabriella Estevez, Adam Firestone,
Elizabeth Fischetti, Declan
Fitzmaurice, Sarah Fox, Kaitlyn Frey,
Dana Friedman, Evan Friedman,
Alexa Geltzeiler, Zachary Goldfarb,
Morgan Halloran, Henry Hershey,
John Hogge, Bernadette Hopen, Lydia
Hughes, Rafaella Jakubovic, Dominik
Jedruszczak, Christopher Jimenez,
Natasha Kazakevich, Pauna
Kiricheva, John Kirna, John Lanzano,
Allegra Larche, Jack Leahy, Brandon
Levan, Kathryn Lobo, Eddy Lu, Max-
well Marchiano, Allie Merkelson,
Thomas O’Neill, Ellis Opoku, James
O’Rourke, Michael Osborne,
Gabriella Panarese, Emily Polak,
Megan Poyntz, Robert Psolka, Willi
Rediker, Justin Ricardo, Joseph
Rinaldi, Ryan Rittendale, Julia Rivera,
Brett Ryan, Eric Saunders, Michael
Schwab, Nadia Sharif, Megan Sheil,
Cailly Simpson, Smriti Singh, Troy
Skibitsky, Michael Snyder, Mia Spitz,
Nicholas Sternal, Amanda Stivala,
Michael Stravach, Kathryn Sullivan,
Scott Sullivan, Leah Tavasi, Lauren
Tebbetts, Leonidas Tolias, Robin
Toth, Anthony Valles, Matthew
Varakian, David Verchick, Marisa
Watanabe, Jacob Wegbreit, Matias
Werner, Paul Werner, Danielle
Wirtshafter, Thomas Wolski, Steven
Wronski, Timothy York;

CELEBRATING THE CHINESE NEW YEAR…First graders in Anne Marie
Petriano’s class at Tamaques Elementary School recently celebrated Chinese
New Year. This is the year of the Golden Pig. Festivities included making lucky
dragon puppets and participating in a Dragon Parade around the school.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

WF Board of Education
To Meet Tuesday, March 20
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education will hold its next
regularly scheduled meeting on Tues-
day, March 20, at the administration
building at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

The agenda will include a contin-
ued discussion of the budget for 2007-
2008, focusing on personnel and tech-
nology.

A complete agenda will be avail-
able tomorrow, Friday, March 16, on
the district’s website,
westfieldnjk12.org, and in the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street.
The public is welcomed to attend
both the ceremony and the meeting.

All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV-36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and
7:15 p.m.; and Saturdays and Sun-
days at 10 a.m.

BU Names Two SP
Students to Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Boston Uni-
versity named two Scotch Plains resi-
dents to the dean’s list for the fall
semester.

Students recognized for this honor
include Lauren Fox and Michelle
Regg.
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March 27 Last Day
To Register to Vote

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education reminded resi-
dents that Tuesday, March 27, is the
last day to register to vote in the
school election on April 17.

To register to vote, an individual
must be a native-born or naturalized
United States citizen, who is 18 by
Election Day, a resident of the state
and county at least 30 days before an
election and not denied the right to
vote due to either court adjudication
of idiocy or insanity, not serving a
sentence or on parole or probation for
an indictable offense.

There are two ways to register to
vote:

By mail: Registration forms are
available from the municipal clerk in
Westfield at 550 East Broad Street or
at the County Board of Elections at
271 North Broad Street in Elizabeth,
in addition to the motor vehicle agen-
cies and the League of Women Voters.

In person: Register with the mu-
nicipal clerk or county commissioner
of registration.

Honor Roll
2nd Marking Period

Edison Intermediate School

More Education
Pages 18 & 20
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SELECTIONS
ShopRite Wines &Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.

9292WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS

9494WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS

9090WINE 
ENTHUSIAST
POINTS

9292WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

SHOPRITESHOPRITESHOPRITE Prices effective through April 10.
Many items are in short supply,

please shop early.

Cain Concept 2003Cain Concept 2003
Dry and smooth, with richly textured tannins, it shows
ripe cherries, plums and currants, with a spicy, earthy
finish. Best now through 2013.

$39.99

Aleramici Brunello di Montalcino 2001 95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
90-94 . . . . Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

Ridge
Ponzo Zinfandel
2004
An outstanding wine. Exhibits
a dark ruby/purple color along
with notes of sweet vanillin,
black raspberries and currant.
Rich, full bodied and seductive.

$21.99

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc
2004
Concentrated and complex,
with vivid passion fruit, grape-
fruit and tangy peach flavors.
Vibrant minerality and tangy lime
juice acidity keep thumping
through the finish. Drink now.

$11.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., March 14 thru Tues., April 10, 2007.

Caldwell
478 Bloomfield Ave.  . . . . . .973-226-8400

Chester
120 US Hwy. 206 South  . . .908-879-5352

Englewood
55 Nathaniel Place  . . . . . . .201-816-8266

Fair Lawn
35-07 Broadway  . . . . . . . . .201-796-2398

Freehold
3585 Hwy. 9 & South St.  . .732-294-8660

Lincoln Park
60 Beaverbrook Rd. Beaverbrook Mall  . . . .973-694-4420

Little Falls
171 Browertown Rd.  . . . . . .973-256-5551

Neptune
2200 Hwy. 66 & Roller Rd.  .732-775-8653

Paramus
224 Rt. 4 East & Forest Ave.201-843-7283

Parsippany
772 Rt. 46 Arlington Plaza  .973-299-0555

Westfield
333 South Ave.  . . . . . . . . . . . .908-232-8700

Rochelle Park
220 West Passaic St.  . . . . . . .201-843-4946

Rockaway
439 Rt. 46 East  . . . . . . . . . . . .973-366-9844

Havens
Napa Merlot 2003
Sappy aromas of raspberry,
dark cherry, tobacco and mint,
with a complicating whiff of
smoked meat. Juicy and fruity,
with lovely sweetness. Finishes
with lush tannins, hints of mint
and menthol and noteworthy
persistence.

$18.99
Wine Advocate: 92

Prices & products featured are available only at these ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores:

We Accept:

Avignonesi
Vino Nobile di
Montepulciano 2003
Smart buy!  A rich, round red with
lots of jammy berry and strawberry
character. Full, round and 
caressing. Lots going on.

$16.99Wine Spectator: 90

Lageder
Pinot Bianco 2005
From a single varietals range, offers
lots of very rich tropical fruit charac-
ter and value that is hard to beat.

$9.99Wine Spectator: 90

Yalumba
Museum Muscat NV
375 ML
Exotic, full bodied, rich and
sweet. This amber hued,
unctuously textured effort boasts
luscious aromas and flavors of
marmalade, figs, chocolate,
melted caramel toffee and prune.

$14.99Wine Advocate: 98

Selaks
Sauvignon Blanc
2005
Bright and vivid, with celery
tinged grapefruit, lime and
green apple flavors that keep
hopping through the long finish.

$11.99Wine Spectator: 90

Storybook Mountain
Zinfandel
Mayacamas 2004
This gorgeous Zin exhibits
minerality and complexity. An
attractive floral component,
superb concentration and a
textured, layered mouth feel.
This superb Zin is atypically
complex and nuanced for a
wine from this varietal.

$24.99

®

Debit
Card

Stephen Tanzer: 91

Aleramici Brunello di Montalcino 2001
Loads of blackberry, cherry and lightly toasted oak.
Full bodied with big, velvety tannins and a
long, long finish. Big, young wine.

$36.99

Wine Advocate: 91

Toscolo
Chianti Classico 2004
Gorgeous aromas of crushed berry,
toasty oak, chocolate and coffee.
Full bodied, with fine tannins and a
long, rich finish. Great value. 

$12.99Wine Spectator: 90
d’Arenberg
The Hermit Crab 
2005
This blend of 70% Viognier
and 30% Marsanne exhibits
notes of honeysuckle, apple
blossom, and litchi nuts in its
med.-bodied, dry, exuberant,
even flamboyant style.

$11.99Robert Parker: 90

Falesco Sangiovese 2005
A stunning value boasting a beautiful bouquet of
sweet cherries, strawberries, bay leaf, spice and
blacker fruits.  Full-bodied with superb length, good
underlying acidity and a beautiful texture.

$9.99Robert Parker: 90

Robert Parker: 90

Di Majo Sangiovese 2005
Offers an amazing display of strawberry and
black cherry fruit intermixed with floral, new
saddle leather, and earth notes. A stunning
example of Sangiovese that should drink well for
2-3 years. Incredible value for the money.

$6.99

Wine Enthusiast: 90

TerraNoble
Gran Reserva Cabernet 2004
The nose is firm and toasty, with serious berry
and cassis aromas. In the mouth, it sings
its way through wavy raspberry and vanilla
flavors. Balanced and rich, with some 
creaminess and depth.

$9.99

OF THE MONTH

Duckhorn Merlot 2004Duckhorn Merlot 2004
A beautiful Merlot. This wine is ripe in chocolate, blackberry,
cassis, coconut macaroon and plum sauce flavors, but
needs four or five years to begin to come around.

$39.99

Chalk Hill Cabernet Sauvignon 2003Chalk Hill Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
This ’03 is extraordinarily balanced and beautiful. A dry, ripe 
wine of power and full bodied substance, but enormous 
subtlety. The cassis mesh seamlessly with toasty new 
oak to produce complex flavors.

$49.99

SPECIALSPECIAL

Neyers
Chardonnay 2005
Pale, bright yellow. Reticent but
pure aromas of pear, lemon drop,
nutmeg and smoky oak. Round
but juicy. Finishes dry and 
persistent with a hint of peach
nectar and harmonious oak.

$21.99Stephen Tanzer: 90

Nino Franco
Prosecco di
Valdobbiadene Rustico
NV
Scents of talc balance ripe melon
and lime flavors, ending on a brisk,
mineral note. The flavors last, rich
but not sweet. Ready for fresh crab.

$10.99Wine & Spirits: 90

Quinta de Roriz
Prazo de Roriz 2004
Beautiful aromas of crushed red
fruits with loads of ripe plum,
cassis and smoke flavors. Well
balanced, with plenty of structure
as well. Long finish of white pepper
and mineral.

$11.99Wine Spectator: 90

Argiolas IS
Vermentino 2005
Stylish, med.-bodied , crisp and
ripe.  Offers wonderful notes of
beeswax, lemon, honey, orange
and apple blossoms. Fresh and
lively, but intense. Should be
enjoyed over the next year for its
exuberant youthfulness.

$12.99Robert Parker: 91

95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
90-94 . . . . Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

WINES WITH RATINGS OF

90Points or More... for $25 orLess!90Points or More... for $25 orLess!

Wine Spectator: 92

Coppo Barbera d’Asti
Camp du Rouss 2004
Wonderful aromas of ripe, crushed
wild berries. Full-bodied, with soft
tannins and a long, luscious
aftertaste. Glorious. Drink now.

$13.99Wine Spectator: 90

Hardy’s Whiskers
Blake Port
Succulent and smooth, this tremen-
dously complex tawny is layered
with caramel, walnut, coffee, almond
and orange peel flavors. Long, ele-
gant and spicy in the mouth.

$11.99Wine Spectator: 94
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SAR Chapter Dinner
On Tap March 28

WESTFIELD – The Annual Chap-
ter Dinner Meeting of the Sons of the
American Revolution, West Fields
Chapter, will be held on Wednesday,
March 28. It will take place at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located at
515 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
A cash bar will open at 6 p.m.

The program will feature guest
speaker Bernard Olsen, a historian,
teacher and college professor. He also
is the author of many historical mono-
graphs and several books on a variety
of subjects, including the Civil War
and the American Revolution.

Mr. Olsen served in the United
States Army Reserves and is affili-
ated with historical and military soci-
eties.

As is its custom, the chapter will
honor Boy Scouts for their contribu-
tions and service work to the com-
munity.

This meeting is open to the public.
The price is $30 per person (checks
may be made payable to West Fields
SAR). Interested individuals are asked
to mail checks to: William Millar,
133 Division Avenue, Summit, N.J.
07901 by Saturday, March 24. For
more information, please call Warren
C. Fristensky, chapter president, at
(908) 654-1731.

Westfield Oratorio Singers
To Present Handel Oratorio
WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-

ers of Westfield will next offer
George Frideric Handel’s “Israel in
Egypt” on Sunday, March 18, at 3
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. For the chorus
of almost 80 singers, this will be its
27th annual performance to take
place in the sanctuary of the church.

In his 1739 setting of the Old Tes-
tament story of the Israelites’ bond-
age and release from Pharaoh’s grip,
Handel creates the images of the 10
plagues, the opening of the Red Sea
and Pharaoh’s chariots being over-
whelmed by God’s might.

The soloists will be Olive Lynch,
soprano; Patrizia Conte, mezzo-so-
prano; Matthew Hughes, tenor, and
Lawrence Craig and Jonathan
Prescott, baritones.

The concert will be under the di-
rection of Oratorio Singers conduc-
tor Trent Johnson, director of music
and arts at the First United Method-
ist Church, who also is an organist,
composer and pianist.

Ms. Lynch, soprano, has appeared
in numerous roles in opera, oratorio
and other works for the stage. She
has sung numerous oratorio roles
and has appeared as soloist in the
Messiah with the Plainfield Sym-
phony and Beethoven’s Ninth Sym-
phony with the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Mezzo-soprano Ms. Conte’s major
debut came as Santuzza in “Cavalleria
Rusticana” in Miami. Upon seeing
her portrayal in 2004, the late Mae-
stro Alfredo Silipigni of the New Jer-
sey State Opera declared hers the best
Santuzza he had ever heard.

Tenor Mr. Hughes has appeared in
ensembles across Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, New Jersey, New York and be-
yond. Some of the notable ensembles
in which he has partnered include
“Apollo’s Fire,” the Cleveland Ba-
roque Orchestra, the Ohio Chamber

Orchestra and the Antioch Chamber
ensemble.

Mr. Craig, a student of the late inter-
nationally acclaimed bass-baritone
William Warfield, is a graduate of the
Florida Grand Opera and Chautauqua
Opera Young Artist programs. As win-
ner of the Bel Canto International
Opera Competition, he studied and
performed with artistic staff of the
Teatro Alla Scala in Sienna, Italy.

Bass-baritone Mr. Prescott is a
veteran of more than 800 perfor-
mances in eight languages in both
Europe and the United States. Re-
cent appearances have included
Basilio in Rossini’s “Il Barbiere di
Siviglia,” Wotan in Austria’s new
production of Wagner’s “Die
Walkure,” the Grand Inquisitor in
Tuscon’s “Don Carlo” and perfor-
mances of the “Verdi Requiem” with
the Kansas Symphony.

As conductor of the Oratorio Sing-
ers, Mr. Johnson has led this organi-
zation in much of the standard litera-
ture for chorus and orchestra, includ-
ing works of Bach, Handel, Haydn,
Mozart, Verdi, Dello Joio, Bernstein,
Kodály, Poulenc and others, as well
as three premieres of his own works.

Premieres in 2006 included the
Westfield Symphony premiere of
“The New Colossus,” the Oratorio
Singers premiere of his Five Psalms
for soloists, chorus and orchestra
and the premiere at New York City’s
Merkin Concert Hall of his quintet
commissioned by the Cygnus En-
semble as part of its 20th anniver-
sary celebration.

For ticket and general information,
please call the First United Methodist
Church office at (908) 233-4211 daily
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The church
and sanctuary are wheelchair-acces-
sible. Parking is available in the church
lot off of Ferris Place, on adjacent
streets and in nearby lots

Fanwood Recreation Posts
Programs For All Ages

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-
reation Department has announced
its schedule of spring programs.

For children only: “Travelin’
Tumblers” (begins April 11, ages
four to five); “Space Day” (begins
April 3, kindergarten to grade 2);
“Art Club for Kids” (begins April
30, ages five to eight); “Weebots:
Adventures in Literacy” (begins
March 23, kindergarten); “Engi-
neering for Kids” (begins March
21, grades 1 to 2); “Digital Anima-
tion” (begins March 21, grades 2 to
4); “Crazy Chemistry” (begins April
3, grades 3 to 5); “Junior Jazzercise”
(begins April 20, ages six to 12) and
“Taekwondo” (begins April 17, kin-
dergarten to grade 8).

For ’tweens, teens and adults: “Luv
2 Scrapbook” (begins April 12, ages
11 to 18); “Video Game Creation
Workshop” (begins March 21, grades
5 to 8); “Fashion Illustration” (begins
April 30, ages 11 to 18); “Comic
Book Illustration” (begins April 10,
ages 11 to adult).

For Adults only: “Ready, Set, Sort!
Organizing Your Photos” (May 1);
“Tai Chi” (begins April 9); “Yoga”
(section 1 begins April 17, section 2
begins April 18); “Scrapbook Craze”

(begins April 9) and “Floral Design
Class” (begins April 17).

For more information about all of
these programs and to register, please
access visitfanwood.com/recreation
or call the Fanwood Recreation De-
partment at (908) 370-7092.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HONORING A FRIEND…Jerry Barton drives a car in Union County’s St.
Patrick’s Day Parade in memory of his best friend, Dennis Cogan. Mr. Cogan was
the general chairman for the 2007 parade but passed away due to cancer last
month. Mr. Cogan was an active member of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. He was a founding member of the board of directors for Sister Pat’s
Kids Camp for Children with Cancer and volunteered his time to the camp for
more than 20 years. Mr. Cogan was a firefighter with the Newark Fire Depart-
ment for 20 years; he retired as a captain, and his helmet sits on the backseat of
the car above in his memory.

A FAMILY OF SCOUTS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield held
its Cub Scout Pack 73 Blue and Gold Advancement Ceremony on February 3. The
ceremony honors scouts who have earned their second-year Webelos rank and
can bridge into Boy Scouts. Pictured, from left to right, are: Melanie Penders, who
served for four years as Pack Committee chairwoman; Noah Penders, second-
year Webelos scout; Jake Penders, Troop 73 Boy Scout, and Bill Penders, who
served the past three years as cubmaster.

SP-F Memorial Day Parade
To Feature USMC Band

SCOTCH PLAINS – Plans for the
2007 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memo-
rial Day Parade are now underway.
This year’s parade will be held on
Monday, May 28.

Memorial Day honors American
military personnel of all wars who gave
their lives in service to their country.
For 60 years, individuals and civic
groups in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have saluted these heroes by appearing
in the annual Memorial Day Parade.

The theme for the 2007 parade is
“Semper Fi – A Special Salute to the
United States Marine Corps.” The
parade will recognize the dedication,
commitment and sacrifice of local
residents who have served and con-
tinue to serve in the USMC.

The Parade Committee has an-
nounced that the Marine Corps Cer-
emonial Band will participate in this
year’s parade. Stationed in Albany,
Ga., this award-winning band of 50
Marines travels throughout the United
States and internationally to fulfill its
mission of serving as musical ambas-
sadors, providing music for military
ceremonies, community celebrations,

recruiting programs and official events.
The band also will perform at a

patriotic concert planned for Sunday,
May 27, in the auditorium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

As the sponsoring organization, the
committee is responsible for the
band’s travel expenses, including
ground transportation, lodging, meals,
equipment transfer and incidentals.
To help defray these costs, the com-
mittee is soliciting donations from
the residents and organizations in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Excess monies will be forwarded
to the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund,
which just opened a world-class, state-
of-the-art physical rehabilitation fa-
cility for catastrophically disabled
veterans at Brooke Army Medical
Center in San Antonio, Tex.

Checks may be made payable to:
Committee Honoring The USMC,
P.O. Box 128, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. For additional information,
please call (908) 322-4388.

Robert Cenker to Speak
To Amateur Astronomers

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers Inc. will conduct its monthly
membership meeting tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 16, at 8 p.m. in the Roy
Smith Theater at the Campus Center
at Union County College, 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting at approximately 9 p.m.,
the club will present a lecture on
“Life in Space” given by Robert
Cenker. Mr. Cenker was an astronaut
on the Shuttle Columbia. He will
describe his personal experiences
from his shuttle flight and explain
how life in space and life on the
ground differ.

Following the lecture, attendees
will be invited to the William Miller
Sperry Observatory that is located
nearby on campus for the opportu-
nity to speak with club members and
tour the facility. Refreshments will
be served. If weather permits, a celes-
tial viewing focusing on Saturn and
the Orion Nebula will be conducted
using the club’s two large telescopes.

In addition to the monthly meet-
ings, held on the third Friday of each
month from September through May,
more informal meetings are held on
the remaining Fridays at the Sperry
Observatory. At 7:30 p.m. a program
for younger audiences is held with
topics that include the constellations
and phases of the moon.

Arrangements can be made for
groups to attend at 7:30 p.m. by con-
tacting Anthony Espinoza at
symmetrty57@hotmail.com. At 8:30
p.m. programs for the general public
are presented. If weather permits, there

will be a celestial viewing throughout
the evening. All meetings and lectures
have no admission fee and are open to
the public. Free parking is provided.

For more information on AAI and
directions, visit asterism.org or call
(908) 276-STAR.

Library Friends Kicks Off
Annual Book Sale Today

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
will hold its annual book sale today
through Saturday, March 15 to 17.
Friends is a volunteer organization,
the efforts and book sale proceeds of
which are directed towards support-
ing library programs such as
children’s summer activities and pur-
chasing needed items for the library.

Book sale hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
today; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. tomorrow and
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. Saturday
will be a $5 bag sale throughout the
day.

The Scotch Plains Public Library’s
electronic resources are available
online or at the library to help with

marketing and business data. Any
employee or owner of a business in
Scotch Plains is eligible for a free
courtesy card entitling that person to
full library privileges. The library’s
large Community Room is available
to hold educational programs for the
public.

The library is wired for laptop pre-
sentations and has Internet access
throughout the building. A profes-
sional librarian is on duty at the refer-
ence desk to help with requests.

For more information, please call
the library at (908) 322-5007 or ac-
cess scotlib.org. To join the Friends,
go online for an application or drop
by the library to make a donation.

BOOK IT…Theodore and Cate Cole read a book from the Scholastic Book Fair.

Girl Scouts Collect
Food For Pantry

WESTFIELD – Senior Girl Scout
Troop 916 collected more than 160
cans of food at a luau they organized
for Westfield Daisies and Brownies
on February 2.

More than 140 girls attended the
luau, where they danced, made leis
and flowers, wore grass skirts, had
their pictures taken and ate tropical
snacks. The food was donated to the
First United Methodist Church Food
Pantry in Westfield.

This was Troop 916’s last group
event, as members embark on the
final step toward their Gold Award.

College Club to Welcome
Joseph Qutub to Meeting

FANWOOD – On Monday, March
19, the College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains will present a program
featuring Joseph Qutub, a Middle East
expert and founder of Arab Student
Aid International (ASAI).

Mr. Qutub will speak about his
background in Palestine and his quest
for educational opportunity. He will
discuss the Arabs, the Moslem reli-
gion and ASAI and will display his
native dress. There also will be a
question-and-answer period at the
conclusion of the talk.

Mr. Qutub started ASAI in 1976 to
help students receive scholarships and
pursue a college education in the
United States. He also has contrib-
uted 40 years of service to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
and has been active with the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, including help-

ing to make the swimming pool there
a reality. Mr. Qutub has lived in
Fanwood for 37 years and has raised
three children there.

The program will be held at the
Forest Road Park Community Build-
ing in Forest Road Park off of Mid-
way Avenue in Fanwood and will
begin immediately following the 8
p.m. meeting. The public is invited to
attend free of charge.

The College Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains is devoted to providing
scholarships for young women of high
school and college age who reside in
the local community. For more infor-
mation, please call Carolyn Dittus at
(908) 233-2948.

Hiking Club Presents
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities designed to pro-
vide wholesome recreation while con-
tributing to physical fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
scheduled on a regular basis. Most events
take place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year. To request a complimentary sched-
ule, please call (908) 527-4900.

UCC Offers Patient Care
Technician Certification

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Division of Economic De-
velopment and Continuing Educa-
tion offers certification for an indi-
vidual to become a Certified Patient
Care Technician and work in the medi-
cal field. A required course for this
certification is “EKG (Electrocardio-
gram),” which is offered during the
spring semester.

An EKG technician is responsible
for administering the EKG exam for
interpretation and diagnosis by a phy-
sician. In this course, students will
learn the anatomy and physiology of
the cardiovascular system and the
medical terminology used with the
EKG.

Students will learn how to identify

the phase of the cardiac cycle, basic
EKG interpretations and to recognize
normal and abnormal EKG’s.

Students will learn how to use the
necessary equipment and proper
setup. Upon completion of the course,
students will be ready to take the
National Certification Exam in EKG.

This course section begins Tues-
day, March 27, in the Bayway Center
in Elizabeth. On Sunday, April 29,
another section will begin, which will
be held on the college’s Plainfield
Campus at 232 East Second Street.
The course cost is $260.

For more information about
“EKG,” contact the Division of Eco-
nomic Development and Continuing
Education at (908) 709-7600.

Talk on Hospice Care
To Be Held at Library
MOUNTAINSIDE – Dana Vigi-

lante, Community Education Liaison
with Care Alternative Hospice, will
present “Medical Decisions Everyone
Needs to Know” on Tuesday, March
20, at 1 p.m. at the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library at Constitution Plaza.

This will be an open and casual
discussion on hospice care and im-
portant medical decisions. Lunch will
be provided. Seating is limited. Those
interested are asked to register by
Saturday, March 17, by calling (908)
233-0115.

African Violet Group
To Gather March 22
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, March 22, at 1 p.m.
at the Scotch Plains Public Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

Chris Brenner and Gail Gray will
present a program entitled “Creat-
ing A Dish Garden.” Anyone inter-
ested in African violets is invited to
attend. For further information,
please call Joseph Kelley at (908)
232-4491.

Musical Club Plans
Ensemble Concert

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Junior Musical Club of Westfield will
present an evening program of en-
semble music on Monday, March 19,
at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Eighteen members of the junior
club, which is comprised of eighth-
through 12th-grade students from
middle and high schools in Westfield
and many surrounding towns, are
scheduled to perform.

The program will feature a variety
of ensembles, including instrumen-
talists and vocalists. Gabe Rodriguez,
tenor, will perform Francesco
Durante’s “Danza, danza,” accompa-
nied by pianist Wendy Lin.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program, to give those
in attendance the opportunity to meet
the young performers.

The senior Musical Club of
Westfield, in its 91st season, offers
scholarships to promising young
musicians who pursue musical edu-
cation. Anyone wishing information
about membership in the Musical
Club of Westfield as a performer or
associate member may call the mem-
bership chairman at (908) 232-2173.

ENSEMBLE…Alexandra Jenkins, vio-
linist, is one of the performers appearing
on the ensemble concert on March 19.

Attorney Laurie Woog
Speaks to Old Guard
WESTFIELD – Laurie Woog, an

attorney at law who last year opened
a legal practice in Westfield focusing
on Immigration and Naturalization
Law, spoke to the Westfield Area Old
Guard at its March 1 meeting.

Ms. Woog has extensive experi-
ence helping clients obtain visas for
those seeking employment in reli-
gious, scientific and academic posi-
tions. She also has helped many local
clients obtain their United States citi-
zenship.

A graduate of Harvard University
and Northeastern Law School, Ms.
Woog completed a Federal Clerkship
and taught Immigration Law at the
University of Wisconsin.

The Westfield Area Old Guard is
celebrating its 75th year in fellow-
ship, welcoming retired men in the
western part of Union County. The
group meets each Thursday from 9
a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, for coffee and a guest
speaker.

For more information, please call
Jack McHugh at (908) 233-1539 or
Walter Halpin at (908) 889-2074.

SAGE Offers Program
To Prevent Elderly Falls

SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare’s Fall
Prevention Initiative includes a series
of free comprehensive programs about
fall prevention for the elderly, the
public-at-large, SAGE’s volunteers,
home health aides, staff, clients and
caregivers.

The programs are designed in col-
laboration with healthcare providers
in SAGE Eldercare’s service area of
Union, Morris, Essex and Somerset
counties.

The public is invited to a free edu-
cational seminar on Wednesday,
March 28, from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. at
290 Broad Street in Summit. The
program, for adults 55 and older, will
focus on prevention to protect seniors
from falling.

Free screenings will be provided
by medical professionals and include
balance assessments, blood pressure
and nutrition screenings. In addition,
attendees will be able to participate in
strength and balance exercises, as well
as view a presentation of home
assistive and safety devices.

For information and to respond,
please call Julie Reich, SAGE
Eldercare’s fall prevention coordina-
tor, at (908) 598-5552.

Opera Lecture Series
To Debut March 26

WESTFIELD – Conductor Robert
Butts will present a five-part lecture
series, “Opera: 400 Years of Theatri-
cal Passion,” at the Westfield Adult
School. It will be held on Mondays
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. from March 26
through April 30. (Classes will not
meet on April 2).

Each week, participants will learn
about a different period in operatic
history: Baroque and Classical, the
Romantic and bel canto eras, the mid-
19th century, the late 19th century
and 20th century masters.

Mr. Butts is a member of the adjunct
faculty at Montclair State University
and also lectures for Drew University’s
Continuing Education program. Also
a conductor and composer, Mr. Butts
is Music Director/Conductor of The
Baroque Orchestra of North Jersey
and New Jersey Concert Opera.

Individuals may register by mail or
in person Monday evenings from 7 to
9 p.m. at Westfield High School, lo-
cated at 550 Dorian Road. Forms and
complete course information are
available in the Adult School catalog,
at westfieldnj.com/adultschool or by
calling (908) 232-4050.
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Thaddeus Retzlaff, 91, Superintendent;
President of Westfield Boys’ Baseball

Thaddeus A. Retzlaff, 91, of
Westfield died on Wednesday, March
7, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Detroit, Mich., he lived in
Westfield for the past 52 years.

Mr. Retzlaff had worked for Shell
Chemical Co. in Sewaren for over 39
years, retiring in 1982 as a superin-
tendent.

He received a degree in engineer-
ing from Wayne State University in
Detroit.

Mr. Retzlaff was president and a
founding member of the Westfield
Boys’ Baseball League, a Boy Scout
leader of Troop 78 of the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield and

president of the Cranford Camera Club.
He was predeceased by his wife of

58 years, Betty J. (Clifton) Retzlaff,
and two sons, Arthur “Skip” Retzlaff
and Jon Retzlaff.

Surviving are a son, Peter Retzlaff
of Old Bridge Manor in Old Bridge; a
daughter, Virginia “Gus” Jakubowski
of Mountainside; seven grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, March 11, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

Arrangements have been completed
by the Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home of Westfield.

March 15, 2007

Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield             908-317-3030             Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Flower Demonstration
with Nick Netta

of Victoria’s Florist
at Sunrise Assisted Living of Westfield

Wednesday, March 21st • 2:00pm
Light refreshments and raffle

Please RSVP by March 19th to 908-317-3030

Y ou’re invited to Sunrise Assisted Living of
Westfield to learn about floral design, display

and the pleasing benefits of fresh, beautiful flowers.
This is a FREE seminar presented by Nick Netta
from Victoria’s Florist, an expert in floral design and
arrangement. Light refreshments will be served, and
you will have the opportunity to enter a raffle drawing.

After the event, please allow time to meet our
Team, mingle with our residents and tour our
community. Find out what we do to make seniors
call Sunrise of Westfield home.

Nelson Greeley, 74, Goodyear Retiree;
Was Mason and Chamber Member

Liam H. McNamara
Liam H. McNamara, 16 months

old, passed away on Friday, March 9,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Summit, Liam resided in
Westfield with his parents, Lisa (nee
Schwartz) and Peter McNamara and
his brothers, Trevor and Nathaniel.

Also surviving are his maternal
grandfather, Bruce Schwartz; his pa-
ternal grandparents, John and
Jacqueline McNamara, and his ma-
ternal great-grandmother, Elizabeth
Schwartz.

He was predeceased by his mater-
nal grandmother, Harriet Schwartz.

A Mass of the Angels was held on
Tuesday, March 13, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Willowbrook Cemetery in Westport,
Conn.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Liam H.
McNamara Charitable Trust. Checks
should be made payable to SEI Pri-
vate Trust Company, indicating in
memo “Liam H. McNamara Chari-
table Trust,” and sent to Greenberg &
Rapp Financial Group, 120 Eagle
Rock Avenue, Suite 330, East
Hanover, N.J. 07936.

March 15, 2007

Mary Lou Apgar, Was Social Worker;
Rotarian Honored as Paul Harris Fellow
Mary Lou Apgar of Westfield

passed away on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 28, at the Brighton Gardens Health
Center in Edison.

Born in Saint Paul, Minn., she
moved with her family to New Jersey
when she was four years old and
spent most of her life in Westfield.

Mary Lou was a graduate of the
Connecticut College for Women in
New London with a degree in psy-
chology and received a master’s de-
gree in social work from Kean Col-
lege in 1966. She retired in 1975 as a
school social worker with the
Westfield Special Services.

She also volunteered with the local
PTA groups, the Union County Can-
cer Society’s “Reach To Recovery”

program, the United Fund and as a
board member of Youth and Family
Counseling Service in Westfield.

Mary Lou recently served as a vol-
unteer reader to elementary school
students. She spent many years sup-
porting her husband, Irving, in his
many activities.

For many years she advocated that
Rotary Clubs should admit women
and when they did, she was one of the
first in line. Her life in Rotary was one
of service and dedicated to the Four
Way Test. As a result, she was named
a Paul Harris Fellow.

Mary Lou was predeceased by her
husband, Irving Louis Apgar, in 2001
after 53 years of marriage.

She is survived by two children,
Elizabeth Apgar Smith and her hus-
band, Thomas, and Douglas Apgar
and his wife, Deborah. Also surviv-
ing are five grandchildren, Kyle, Ian
and Graham Smith and Joseph and
Jaclyn Apgar.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, March 5, under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield. Inter-
ment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Youth and Family Counsel-
ing Service, 233 Prospect Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Nelson C. Greeley, 74, of Murray
Hill died on Sunday, March 11, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Windsor, Me., he had lived
in Massachusetts, Westfield and Ak-
ron, Ohio before moving to Murray
Hill 16 years ago. For several years
he maintained a summer residence
in Maine.

Mr. Greeley had been employed by
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Com-
pany for 42 years and held several
positions within the company. His
last position prior to retiring in 1994
was that of national sales manager.

He was a graduate of the Bentley
School, receiving a degree in finance
and accounting.

He was a United States Army vet-

eran of the Korean Conflict.
Mr. Greeley belonged to the Ma-

sons and the Chamber of Commerce
in Massachusetts. He also was a vol-
unteer for SCORE and was a con-
tributor to the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey.

Surviving are his wife of 46 years,
Dr. Margareta Greeley; a son, Peter
Greeley; a daughter, Stephanie Ann
Stirrup, and three grandchildren.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, March 14, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society.
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New Eyes For Needy
Reveals Appointments
AREA – The board of trustees of

New Eyes for the Needy, based in
Short Hills, has announced the ap-
pointment of Pamela DePompo-
Klein of Alpha to the position of
executive director.

Additionally, Susan Dyckman of
Fanwood recently joined New Eyes
as director of Development and Com-
munications.

The mission of New Eyes for the
Needy is to improve the vision of
disadvantaged individuals by pro-
viding new eyeglasses in the United
States and recycling donated eye-
glasses for distribution overseas.

This year, New Eyes expects to
provide more than 5,500 pairs of
eyeglasses to indigent men, women
and children across the United States.
To date in fiscal year 2006-2007,
New Eyes has purchased 1,290 pairs
of eyeglasses for New Jersey resi-
dents.

New Eyes is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this year. For more in-
formation about New Eyes’ program
to provide prescription eyeglasses to
indigent Americans, please call Ms.
DePompo-Klein at (973) 376-4908
or visit neweyesfortheneedy.org.

Margaretha Kantor, 81, Loved Tennis;
Was Devoted Reader of New York Times

Irene M. Mone, 84
Irene M. Mone, 84, of Westfield

died on Monday, March 12, at her
home.

Born in Flushing, Ohio, she was
raised in Middleport, Pa. and lived in
Westfield since 1939.

Mrs. Mone had been a bookkeeper
for Felice of Westfield for 10 years
before retiring in 1990.

She was a member of the Catholic
Daughters of America Court Trinity
No. 337 in Westfield and of the Ro-
sary Society at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.

Surviving are her husband, John
Mone; two daughters, Elaine Cladek
and Carol Ann Petersen; a son, Larry
Mone; a sister, Elaine Micheli, and
four grandchildren.

The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, March 16, from
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be of-
fered at 10 a.m. at the Holy Trinity
Church. Interment will take place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, March 15,
at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Margaretha Clara Smulders Kantor,
81, died on Tuesday, March 6, 2007.

Born and raised in Indonesia of Dutch
parents, Lily and Bernardus Smulders,
she survived four years in a Japanese
internment camp during
World War II, where her
strength of character and
striking looks earned her
the nickname “The White
Angel,” which to this day
she is known by among
the survivors who gather
each year in Amsterdam,
a reunion she helped or-
ganize.

After the war,
Margaretha became a
KLM airline stewardess
and eventually the spokes-
model for KLM during the “glory days”
of flying and favorite model of the late
Dutch photographer Paul Huff. Having
emigrated to New York in 1960, she
met and married Norman Kantor in
1965, her devoted husband of 42 years.
They moved to Westfield in 1970.

One of her great passions was ten-
nis, which despite a debilitating kid-
ney disease that plagued her for the
last 10 years, she played with ferocity,
especially at net, with people half her
age right up until her last week.

Another great passion was The
New York Times, which may have
lost its most devoted reader of the
last 30 years. As someone who was
unable to get a higher education be-
cause of her circumstances during

the war, she managed to educate
herself well beyond many grad stu-
dents, by her almost religious devo-
tion to this newspaper. She read it
cover to cover every day – including

Sundays – and shared
what she learned with
all. She even had two
Letters-to-the-Editor
published. Margaretha
will be remembered for
her strong and heartfelt
opinions and wry and
wicked sense of humor.

She is survived by
Norman; her two chil-
dren, Steven Kantor and
Clarissa Taylor; her son-
in-law and daughter-in-
law, B.J. Taylor and Jane

Kantor, and her four grandchildren,
who she adored, Chloe, Caroline, Ben
and Jack.

Margaretha was one of those rare
people who saw beauty in everything
around her, especially in nature, and
helped foster that love and apprecia-
tion in her children and grandchil-
dren. Known to her friends and fam-
ily as Toetie, she will be deeply missed
by all. We love you, Mom.

The Kantor family will be opening
their home to friends and family from
5 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, March 20, and
Wednesday, March 21.

Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
of Westfield.
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Margaretha C. Kantor

Garwood BOE Campaign Release

Seeking Full, Three-Year Term
by: Lisa Marano, Candidate for Garwood BOE

*********

I have been a member of the BOE
for one year now and would like to be
re-elected for a three-year term so I
can continue to be part of an ever-
changing education system for the
children. As a board, we are always
looking for ways to improve our cur-
riculum as well as continually moni-
toring our test scores.

 I will strive to participate in cur-
riculum adoptions and closely moni-
tor our upcoming math and language
arts literature scores and continue to
maintain and improve upon our out-
standing science scores.

We are also continually working to
ensure our buildings are secure with
our building usage policy. Working
with the community by getting their
feedback, we ensure access to our
buildings by making sure they are
safe for not only the community mem-
bers but most importantly for the chil-
dren.

Although we are a pre-kindergar-
ten through eighth-grade school sys-
tem, we also have a responsibility
to educate our high school students.
I am pleased to say that this past
year, the board negotiated the con-

tinuation of the agreement with the
Clark school district. This agree-
ment will provide our high school
students with continuity and a qual-
ity education.

Garwood has a wonderful educa-
tion system and as a parent and a
board member, I want to do my part to
make sure that all of the children in
our district receive the quality educa-
tion they need and deserve.

 I gained a lot of knowledge during
my one-year position as a Garwood
BOE member and would like to con-
tinue my service for the community
for another three years.

I would like to thank you in ad-
vance for the support from my fellow
Garwood residents on Tuesday, April
17. To learn more about me, please
visit my website at
www.voteLisaMarano.com.

Ms. Leppert to Review
Stern’s True-Life Story

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Alumni Association
will meet on Tuesday, March 20, at
7:30 p.m. in Room 101 at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. The
high school is located at 641 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

Marie DeFrancisco Leppert, Class
of 1944, will review the true-life story
of Virginia Stern, Class of 1945, called
“In Transit.”

Refreshments will be served and
all are welcome.

Rutgers Ensemble Set
To Perform at Church
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rutgers

Collegium Musicum, Rutgers’ early
music vocal ensemble, will present a
concert on Monday, March 26, at 8
p.m. at the Community Presbyterian
Church, located at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside.

Primarily performing the works of
William Byrd (1540-1623), this will
be the choir’s first appearance in the
Mountainside area.

The choir includes Rutgers’ stu-
dents, professors and professional
singers in the New Brunswick area
and is conducted by Dr. Andrew
Kirkman.

The concert is free and open to the
public. However, a free will offering
will be taken to help with the costs of
recording the choir’s yearly album.
For more information, please call the
church office at (908) 232-9490 or
visit the church’s website at
cpcmountainsidenj.com.

Bangkok Dentist Adventure:
Teeth Falling Out is a Common Dream

The man said to me, “Only raise your
hand if you can’t stand the pain.” Then he
put a heavy mask over my face and the
room became dark.

I was at the dentist and I had no idea
what he was about to do to my mouth. He
would take off the mask occasionally and
hand me a mirror. It was all I could do not
to gag when he’d explain in broken En-
glish what and why my mouth was blood-
ied, why there was now a hole in my
molar. I wanted to tell him to put the mask
back on, that I had no desire to see any of
this.

I was in Bangkok for the dentist ap-
pointment because part of my tooth had
just fallen out and I didn’t know why.
There were bomb threats in Bangkok that
weekend and the embassy told us to avoid
public transportation, which was diffi-
cult. Earlier in the week I was in my house
in the south of Thailand when suddenly
there was something hard and loose in my
mouth. I spit out my tooth into my hand.

Later on the 12-hour bus ride up to
Bangkok, I thought how odd it was be-
cause teeth falling out is a common dream.
When you dream that your teeth are fall-
ing out it’s supposed to suggest that you
are about to lose something or someone
who is important to you. It symbolizes
losing something you originally thought
was a permanent fixture.

I was also in Bangkok because a friend,
a volunteer who lived close to me and
who I had spent a great deal of time with,
had finished his service and was flying
back to America. He was nervous to go
back home. He didn’t know what he was
going to do there. He hadn’t even told his
family he was coming home yet.

“I guess I’ll call them from the airport,”
he said. “So much time has passed there,”
he went on, “but it doesn’t feel like any
time has passed here. I feel like I have
been in a holding cell, in a void here.”

Friends have gotten married, had chil-
dren. They talk about 401Ks and business
trips and buying cars. All the while we’ve
just been here in the south of Thailand —
teaching children and eating food that’s
too spicy.

It’s difficult not understanding what
the people around us are saying while
trying to be polite and be considerate, in
a culture that isn’t our own. We sit by fans

because it’s so hot, read used paperbacks
and hitchhike in the back of pickup trucks
as often buses never arrive on time.

In America, I had always felt like I was
moving forward, in a linear fashion; here,
it feels like I have spent the last 14 months
in a hammock, swaying casually back
and forth.

I couldn’t feel certain parts of my mouth
when I left the hospital. It felt like a
marble was being pushed down into my
gums. It hurt. And I was, in afternoon
traffic, two hours from the cheap
guesthouse where I was staying. I got on
a crowded bus. It was hot and I sat by the
window as we went stop-and-go down
the streets. Smog pumping out of cars and
motorbikes and tuk-tuks. Old withered
men pedaling, weaving around on bi-
cycles. Only raise your hand if you can’t
stand the pain. I thought about that line
and how I was going to tell my friend
when I got back to the guesthouse. It’d
make for a good story, I thought.

I probed around my molar with my
tongue. I remembered I was white and
realized I was the only Westerner on the
bus. I felt alone and sort of lost and very
dirty but it was fine. It was nothing new.
I kept both my hands down, crossed on
my lap. I sat and I waited to arrive back.

Mary Lorraine Snauffer
Thailand

marylorraine.snauffer@gmail.com

Area/Community News

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 15, 2007 Page 13

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 13-17

FANWOOD
RECREATION

SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING
SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

Weeks July 9 -July 13  August 6- August 10
For more information please email

fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com or
go to the website at www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

July 2- July 6 July 23 -July 27
For more information please email tbaylock@spfk12.org

     Weeks are June 25 to June 29 and July 16 to July 20
For information please email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Raider Basketball Camp

Fanwood Baseball Camp

Fanwood Soccer Camp

MILLER SET SCORING RECORD, VENEZIA REBOUNDS

Lady Blue Devils Pound Hard
On Hoops’ ‘Door of Success’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

From 0-23 in 2004, 9-13 in 2005
and 14-10 in 2006 to 19-9 (tied for
most WHS wins) in 2007 is a monu-
mental accomplishment for any team,
so this year’s Westfield High School
girls’ basketball team, by its accom-
plishments, has earned the respect of
its opponents.

The Blue Devils dominated the
Pepe/Levee Memorial Tournament
for the second straight year and de-
feated rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
twice in the regular season. Receiv-
ing the top-seed for the Union County
tournament, the Lady Devils made it
to the championship game where they
were defeated by the Raiders.

In previous seasons, the team had
only one or two real scoring threats

but this season the Blue Devils jelled
into a more, well-rounded team with
five girls scoring 100 or more points
and five also recording 100 or more
rebounds.

As she has in her first two years,
junior Erin Miller led the team in
scoring, bucketing 495 points, to bring
her career total to 1,233, the all-time
WHS record. Whether driving to the
basket, drawing fouls or shooting from
long range, she was very effective
and proved it by hitting 43 three-

pointers and sinking 148-of-211 (70
percent) from the line. But she also
was generous with 79 assists.

“Erin wasn’t a selfish player and
she was very aggressive on defense,”
noted Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino.

Miller, who had 105 rebounds,
teamed with junior point guard Gab
O’Leary to become the Blue Devils’
(Wanted) poster girls for theft, which
translated to very strong defense.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

VENEZIA IS WHS 3RD ALL-TIME SCORER WITH 1,079

Blue Devil Hoop Men Made
Sections 5 of Last 6 Seasons

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competing with a conference/
county schedule, which included six
top-20 teams, the Westfield High
School boys basketball team played
very effectively to finish with a 16-10
record – fourth straight winning sea-
son – and to qualify for the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tournament

for the fifth time in the past six years.
“Everything we do is to prepare

(for the tough Watchung Conference).
We must play defense differently than
most of because of the athletic abili-
ties of the competition,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly. “The
key is to control the defensive board
and control transition. If we get teams
in a half court game, we have a

chance.”
Not only did these Blue Devil boys

improve upon last year’s record of
14-9 but they also began their season
by winning the John “Butch” Kowal
Tournament in Rahway for the sec-
ond straight year. The Blue Devils
had some key victories, which in-
cluded a 61-49 victory over rival

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

DOUGHER, BAYARD LED THE RAIDERS IN SCORING

Raider Boys Finished Strong
In Competitive Hoops League

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competing in what may be the
strongest conference in the state, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team exercised quick-
ness combined with finesse to keep
competitive in most of the games and
finished with a 13-13 record.

The Raiders’ 76-52 victory over a
strong Union Catholic squad in the

first round of the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) was an example of how
tough Watchung Conference teams
were. The Raiders then gave St.
Patrick’s a run for its money, dropping
a 66-53 decision on February 17.

“When we go outside of the con-
ference, we feel we’re usually much
better than our opponent. We played
well, rebounded well and won con-
vincingly,” said Raider Head Coach

Dan Doherty. “Against St. Patrick, I
think our conference really helped
us. I was proud of the fact that our

Westfield Area Y 

Summer Camp 

2007 

NEW  

Combo Care 

Option and 

Extended Camp 

Hours!  

 

REGISTER  

NOW!    

Camp Open House 

Thurs, March 22nd  

6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 at the Bauer Branch  

Refreshments  

FREE Camp Bag  

Drawing for FREE 

Week of Traditional 

Camp! 

One week or the  
entire summer for 

children ages 3 
through 15.   

 
Whether it’s a traditional or specialty 
camp, we have one that’s right for you! 
 

• Age appropriate Camp Trips  

• Promotes Teamwork &               
Self-Esteem 

• Educational & Recreational  

• CPR/First Aid Certified            
Camp Staff 

• Half Day & Full Day Camp Options  

• EMT/Nurse on staff  

• Incorporates core values of        
Caring, Honesty, Respect and    
Responsibility into daily              
programming. 

Westfield Area Y  

220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia 

Bauer Family Branch 

422 East Broad St. 

Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-2700 
www.westfieldynj.org 
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MASTER IN ASSISTS AND THEFTS…Blue Devil Gab O’Leary made 80 steals this season to up her total to 154. O’Leary,
once again, led in assists with 94 to bring her three-year total to 267.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FROM A SCORER TO A GREAT SHOOTER…Blue Devil Mike Venezia, who led the team in scoring last year with 396
points, including 31 three-pointers, jumped this season’s amount to 485, including 53 three-pointers, and his career total to
1,079 (third highest in WHS history).

RAIDER SOCCER CAMPS
PRESENTS

SPRING BREAK 2007

at SP-F High School Fields  •  Indoor Facility Available

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 Time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

908-322-6102

15th Annual
Raider Summer Soccer Camps:

 July 9-13 • July 23-27

Raidercamp@comcast.net

Information and applications:

 Mini Camp: April 3-5 • 9am - 12pm

www.spfraidersoccer.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2006

1532 Long Meadow, Mountainside                                                      $1,399,900
Stately Center Hall Georgian Colonial featured on the 2004 Westfield Symphony Home Tour!  Grand formal rooms adorned with magnificent architectural details,
a gourmet Kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances and fixtures, five spacious bedroom suites with extensive closets, updated luxurious marble bathrooms. Park-like
property with circular driveway, two tier deck with pergola overlooking picturesque yard with pond and perennial plantings. Perfect home for entertaining both
indoors and outside.  WSF0215

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Blue Devil Hoop Men Made
Sections 5 of Last 6 Seasons
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood in their sec-
ond meeting and a 55-51 victory over
15-9 Watchung Hills on February 22.

One thing very special was an op-
portunity for fans to watch two of the
most entertaining high school basket-
ball players “do their thing” especially
on the court in Westfield. Senior Mike
Venezia found ways to score from
nearly anywhere on the court and se-
nior point guard Tom Bonard, through
acts of legerdemain, would get the ball
safely into his hands, as well as the rest
of his teammates.

“We are a team that takes pride on
being unselfish. They were unselfish.
They’ve helped us win over the years,”
noted Everly.

Venezia, who led the team in scor-
ing last year with 396 points, includ-
ing 31 three-pointers, jumped this
season’s amount to 485, including 53
three-pointers, and his career total to
1,079 (third highest in WHS history).

“Mike really developed from a
scorer to a great shooter. He’s a better
kid than a basketball player and he’s
a good basketball player,” Everly
pointed out.

But Venezia, who will play at
Colgate this fall, was more than just a
shooter. His awareness and leaping
ability earned him 120 rebounds last
year and a team-high 153 this season.
Also, he was a McDonald’s All-
America nominee, was named to the
Coaches top-15 Union County team
and will compete in the North/South
All-State game.

Bonard not only had the heart of a
lion but he also had great vision to see
what very few could see. Last year, he
led the team in assists with 186 and
this year he added 161 to his total.
That vision, along with his decisive-
ness, earned him 210 points, includ-

ing 29 three-pointers, and 36 steals
last year and 285 points (second on
team), including 36 three-pointers,
and a team-leading 35 steals this year.
Additionally, he hit 75 percent from
the line and was second on the team
with 118 rebounds.

“He was totally unselfish. We asked
him to control the tempo and he did.
He was a team leader. He will go
down as our all-time assist leader,”
said Everly.

Senior Dan Pritsker, who scored
222 points last year, could also offer
offensive punch with 216 points this
season. He hit 48 percent of his shots
from the field and 76 percent from the
line. He also pulled 80 rebounds.

“He was our ‘X’ factor! When he
scored more than 10 points, we won
every game except Plainfield,” said
Everly.

Senior Santo Nardi may not have
produced big offensive and defensive
stats, but he was invaluable to the
team’s success, especially at the post.
Nardi led the team in taking charges
with 24, three in one game.

“We asked him to get into shape
and he was in great shape. The key
defensively, he really shut down the
guy in the post. He did a great job of
eliminating play from the post and
that was huge,” expressed Everly.

Four sophomores, Mike Lessner,
Tony DiIorio, Chris Jenkins and Chris
Sheehan are the future of the Blue
Devils and got a good start with plenty
of varsity playing time. DiIorio started
every game, Jenkins and Lessner
played in all 26 games and Sheehan
played in 21 games.

“We had four winning seasons in a
row. Hopefully, next year will be the
first time that we won five years in a
row,” commented Everly.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MR. ASSIST…Blue Devil Tom Bonard had great vision, led the team in assists
with 186 last year and added 161 to his total this year. Through acts of legerdemain,
he would get the ball safely into his teammates’ hands.

Some Impressive Numbers
For Devils’ Hoopsters

Numbers rarely tell the whole
story. But the story they tell for this
year’s WHS girls basketball season
are pretty impressive. Consider the
following:

· 19. Wins, tying the school record
set back in 1990.

· 3. Wins in the county tourna-
ment, which earned an appearance
in the final for the first time.

· 495. The number of points scored
by junior Erin Miller, breaking the
school record of 429 set in 1988 by
Krissy Jeremiah.

· 1,233. The number of career
points for Miller, most ever by a girl
at WHS and second to Bob King’s
1,329.

· 43. The number of 3-point bas-
kets by Miller, giving her 99 for her
career, breaking the previous career
mark of 88 by Jackie Cusimano (’02).

· 201. Rebounds by freshman
Diana Venezia, second highest total
in school history, to Karin Morgan’s
319 in 1979.

· 94. Assists by junior Gabby
O’Leary, breaking her school record
of 92 set in 2005. She has a school-
record 274 for her career.

· 300. In addition to juniors Miller,
O’Leary (396) and Stephanie
Slodyczka (302), senior Casey El
Koury (356, plus one missing
boxscore from her freshman year)
joined the list of WHS girls with
over 300 career points and graduates
as the school’s No. 16 all-time scorer.

· 42-33. Won-lost record the past
three years. That’s after the team
posted a total of 14 wins in the pre-
vious five seasons combined.

Losing El Koury and Katie Cronen
to graduation will take away some of
the outstanding depth this year’s team
had. But with Miller, O’Leary,
Slodyczka and Danielle Infantino
back for their senior years, juniors
Tara Handza, Kerri Pringle and
Gabby Jakub and sophomores
Venezia and Charlotte O’Leary, the
cupboard is anything but bare.

The WHS boys basketball team
loses four seniors, standouts Mike
Venezia and Tom Bonard, and solid
guys Santo Nardi and Dan Pritsker.
They were the heart and soul of a very
dangerous 16-10 squad. But coach
Kevin Everly wasn’t bashful about
using his talented sophomores, so
guards Chris Sheehan and Mike
Lessner, center Chris Jenkins, for-
wards Tony DiIorio and Jihad Billups,
plus juniors Manny Mills and Eddie
Simmons, will bring plenty of expe-
rience into the 2007-08 season.

Everly’s team posted a winning
record for the fourth straight year
(16-8, 11-10, 14-9, 16-10), only the
fourth time in over 100 years of

Devil of the Week
Will Return
On April 12

WHS boys basketball that that’s hap-
pened; the other times: 1947-50 (10-
9, 17-5, 11-8, 12-11 under Gomer
Lewis), 1962-65 (23-3, 21-3, 15-6
under John Lay, 16-7 under Bob
Sanislow) and 1971-74 (13-10 un-
der Joe Coleman, 25-2, 24-2, 13-11
under Neil Horne).

Bonard had 161 assists, just five
short of the school record he set last
year. He will graduate with a school
career record 428 assists.

CALIFORNIA DREAMIN’
Jaime Ruszala, who guided the

WHS girls to a state championship a
couple of weeks ago, is getting mar-
ried in June. She’ll be leaving her
teaching (and coaching) position at
WHS at the end of this month and
heading west to look for a teaching
position in the San Francisco area —
where her fiancé, former Peddie and
Duke swimmer John MacDonald, is
currently working.

The loss of the petite Ruszala will
leave a extra-large hole in the WHS
swimming community. Her four-year
coaching record of 49-11 includes
four county and four sectional titles,
plus three times in the state final. And
remember, it’s not easy to deal with
teenaged girls, or with high-level
swimmers … so dealing with a team
of teenaged girls who are mostly high-
level swimmers is a daunting task.
And when those girls are on an elite-
level high school team, it’s even
tougher.

But when it all comes together in
some kind of cosmic wonderland, a
force of Karma that is overpower-
ing, it’s a beautiful thing to see. And
so it was on Sunday, Feb. 25, at the
College of New Jersey, when
Ruszala’s team put on an amazing
performance to capture the girls’ first
state championship since 1999, and
10th overall.

To make it an even happier ending
to this story, it can now be told that
Ruszala turned down a lucrative job
in California last summer, to return
to coach this year’s team and hope-
fully win that state title. In the real
world, things quite often don’t work
out as they’re planned or hoped for
but, happily, they did in this case.

A SOLID WINTER
The winter sports teams at WHS

had a combined record of 109 wins,
47 losses and four ties, for a winning
percentage of 69.8. The breakdown
is: boys basketball 16-10, girls bas-
ketball 19-9, bowling 26-1, ice
hockey 13-9-4, boys swimming 11-
6, girls swimming 14-2, and wres-
tling 10-10. And three more county
titles (bowling, boys swimming, girls
swimming) were added to the five
earned by the fall teams, giving WHS

eight heading into the spring, where
they’ll be the favorite to win tennis
and boys lacrosse, and among the
favorites in golf, baseball and soft-
ball.

(The record in head-to-heads
against SPF this winter was 10-4,
WHS. That gives the Blue Devils a
20-6-1 record against the Raiders this
school year.)

HOCKEY ON UPSWING
The WHS hockey team continued

its improvement under fifth-year
coach Dennis Doherty with a 13-9-4
record — only the 1999 team, which
went 15-13 led by high-scoring Ron
Kashlak, Mike Bird, Brandon Kape
and Josh Falcone, had more victories
in a season. WHS qualified for the
state tournament and won its first-
round game, 4-2 over West Windsor-
Plainsboro North. That was WHS’s
first state victory since the ’99 team
defeated Morristown and Summit
before falling to Brick in the state
semifinals.

The big scorers this winter were
Jimmy Bender (26 goals, 21 assists,
47 points), Craig Esposito (12-31-
43), Seth Davidson (18-11-29), John
Attanasio (16-13-29) and Brian
Davidson (8-11-19). Seniors Will Uhr
and Charlie Woehr along with fresh-
men Joe Kramkowski and Dylan
Moran were the defensive stoppers.
In goal, Doherty had two good ones
in senior Adam Becker (.895 save
percentage) and junior Eric Zagorski
(.889).

BREW XXV COUNTDOWN
It is now 18 days until Brew XXV,

the 25th season for baseball coach
Bob Brewster, opens up at Plainfield.
Here’s the Den’s guess at the starting
lineup: Tom Bonard ss, Sean Ferro cf,
Mike Venezia p-3b, Justin Olsen c,
Evan Shapiro 3b-p, Mike Lessner 1b,
Joe Vall-Llobera rf, Kevin Hennessey
2b, Pete Antonelli lf. Other names to
be aware of: Mike Cappiello 1b, Rick
Passananti of, Dan Melillo if, and
pitchers Ryan Scanlon, Zack Deegan,
Matt Melillo, Dan Nuber and Jim
Thayer.

Here are six key games you do not
want to miss:

April 7, vs. Cranford, 11 a.m.;
April 9, at SPF, 4 p.m.;
April 30, vs. SPF, 4 p.m.;
May 16, at Bridgewater-Raritan, 4

p.m.;
May 18, at North Hunterdon, 5:30

p.m.;
May 21, vs. Hunterdon Central, 4

p.m.
Dates for the Union County Tour-

nament are May 5 (first round), May
12 (semifinals) and May 19 (final).
And the state tournament will start in
mid-May.

WHOOPS!
In last week’s Den, we mentioned a

bunch of names on the baseball team
but one of them will not be on the
team this spring. Hard-throwing (mid-
to-upper 80s) right-hander Joe
Schurig, who lost 25 pounds this win-
ter in anticipation of being the ace of
the pitching staff, suffered a torn la-
brum (shoulder joint) several weeks
ago, ending his WHS baseball career.

Rather than do nothing this spring,
Schurig decided to give lacrosse a try.
Luckily, he’s no novice, having played
from third through eighth grade. An
outstanding center on last fall’s foot-
ball team, Schurig will join the “long
sticks” on defense and should pro-
vide much excitement, a la footballer
Marc Dowling two years ago.

After surgery to repair his shoulder
this summer, Schurig anticipates a
return to baseball in college.

AROUND THIS DATE
March 10, 1973: Rich Gottlick

(148) and Chris Campbell (168) win
state wrestling titles. Gottlick beats
Glassboro’s Dean Guyton 3-0, while
Campbell tops Howell’s Nils Deacon
4-1.

March 11, 1972: Kurt Stiefken wins
the 157-pound state wrestling title
with a 9-4 victory over Howell’s Art
Beins.

March 12, 1966: WHS swimmers
win a still-record nine of the 11 events
to capture their sixth straight state
championship. Dave Demarest wins
the 200 and 500 freestyles.

March 13, 1965: The WHS 200
medley relay foursome of John
Ketcham, Dave Perkowski, Harvey
Gerber and Peter Heesch swims a
national record 1:39.5 to win the state
title. Second-place Trenton finished
in 1:49.0, nearly 10 full seconds be-
hind!.

March 13, 1976: Chuck Cosenza
wins the 148-pound state wrestling
title with an 8-2 win over Kevin Smith
of Madison Township (now Old
Bridge). Cosenza is the 11th, and
final, state champion for coach Gary
Kehler.

March 14, 1964: Joe Wiendl wins
the 148-pound state wrestling title
with a 2-0 victory over Julio Fuentes
of Toms River.

March 14, 1970: Frank Jackson
wins the 178-pound state wrestling
title with a 5-2 victory over North
Hunterdon’s John Marchak.

March 17, 1932: Legendary cross
country/swimming/track coach Walt
Clarkson is born.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions and complaints
at bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

WESTFIELD  $899,000 WESTFIELD $569,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $639,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $549,900

WESTFIELD $1,795,000

CRANFORD $449,000

Charming and pristine center hall Colonial is very spacious and
offers beautiful oak floors throughout, 6-panel doors, crown mold-
ing, great room flow, Kitchen with newer stainless appliances and
large pantry, great closet space.  Excellent condition in and out!

Charm-filled Colonial with chestnut trim, hardwood floors and high
ceilings, 4 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, Living Room with fireplace and
French doors, Eat-In Kitchen, Family Room and Formal Dining
Room.  Convenient location!

Delightful 4 Bedroom Cape Cod, many updates, hardwood floors,
natural wood moldings, Living Room with brick fireplace and ex-
pansive window, Dining Room with picture window, new Kitchen,
4 Bedrooms, 2 baths and a 3-seasons room.

Fabulous Colonial with many updates, Kitchen, 2 baths, windows,
siding, hardwood floors, fireplace, finished basement & much more.

You’ll love the new Eat-In Kitchen, 1st floor Family Room with gas
fireplace and 22’ deck, Timberline roof, CAC, Thermo windows
and wood floors.  Quality workmanship.

A brand new creation from the Primavera Collection of custom de-
signs.  Each and every sumptuous home fairly shimmers with its
own unique incandescent vibrancy.  Incomparable top-of-the-line fea-
tures as always, are standard of course.
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Raider Basketball Boys Finished Strong
In Competitive Watchung Conference

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

MACKAY, BOYD REPEATED AS DISTRICT CHAMPIONS

Blue Devil Wrestlers Finished
Season, 10-10, Look to Future

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomores and freshmen com-
prised the vast majority of the
Westfield High School wrestling team
this season and, with only three jun-
iors and two seniors, the Blue Devils
managed to claim three District 11
champions and finish with a 10-10
record.

Once again, the Blue Devils were
unable to fill several weight classes
with personnel, although they had
good numbers on the team. Unfortu-
nately, the majority of the wrestlers
hovered around the middle weight
classes, leaving virtually no competi-
tors in the heavier weight classes and
just a few at the lower end of the scale
forcing them to forfeit an average of
five to six bouts per match – 25 to 30
team points.

“We were looking to rebuild. The
fact that we finished with a .500 record
is probably overachieving. A lot of
our young kids started buying into
the program. I give our kids credit,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Glen

Kurz. “It can definitely take its toll on
you not having the upper weights,
knowing that in most matches, we
were going to be giving up anywhere
from 18 to 30 points. They hung in
there and most of them did their best
wrestling at the end of the year, which
is all we talked about.”

Senior Colin Mackay won his sec-
ond district title, placed fourth in
Region 3, losing a heartbreaking 7-5
overtime bout to miss qualifying for
Atlantic City, and finished with a 28-
6 record at 130-lbs. Last year, he won
the district title at 125-lbs and fin-
ished 29-7.

“You don’t get much closer than
Colin did. He put himself where he
needed to be. He battled through prob-
ably the deepest weight class in that
tournament, got himself into the third
place match and really took it to Bryan
Hunt. That’s probably the most heart-
breaking loss that I have experienced
as a coach because I know how much
he wanted it and how much he put
into getting to the states. It’s unfortu-
nate but, I think for Colin, it was

about the process of getting there and
he did a great job,” expressed Kurz.

Senior Mark Boyd claimed his sec-
ond district 160-lb title and finished
with a 24-10 record. Last year, Boyd
compiled a 20-13 record after win-
ning his first district title.

“Nobody will ever be able to take
that away from him. He’s one of a
handful of people who have won two
district titles for Westfield High
School. It’s definitely an accomplish-
ment he can be proud of for the rest of
his life,” said Kurz.

Sophomore John Barnes improved
vastly as the season progressed, placed
third in Union County Tournament,
grabbed the 119-lb district title, put
two state qualifiers in jeopardy and
finished with a 26-9 record.

“You got to love having a John
Barnes in the room. He’s one of those
special athletes. He’s got one speed
and it’s ‘ON’. It’s rare to have a kid
who is so mentally composed all the
time. I think the sky is the limit for
him,” said Kurz.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

kids came out and were not intimi-
dated by the name St. Patrick’s and
actually gave them a very good game.
We were down three points with about
two and a half minutes to go but
things just couldn’t fall.”

The Raiders quickly rebounded in
the North Jersey Section 2, Group 3
tournament to oust Middletown
South, 55-39. In the quarterfinals,
poor shooting at the end of the game
became the story when Colonia, the
eventual sectional winner, earned a
49-46 victory on March 1.

“We won our first round game and
took care of business. Against
Colonia, the frustrating part is being
so close to beating them and watch-
ing them go on to win the state sec-
tion. That was a tough one to swal-
low, but it was a good year and, hope-
fully, it gets us ready to win the state
sectional next year. That’s our goal
and a legitimate thing that we should
expect to fight for.”

Junior guard Bryan Dougher, who
was named one of the top 15 players
in the county, wore out the inside of
the net by burning in an incredible
498 points, including 67 from three-
point range.

“He’s closing at 1,000 points al-
ready as a junior and currently has
970 points and made over 100-career
three-point shots,” said Doherty. “He’s

one of the better guards in the state.
Even after that St. Patrick’s game
where they have a player going to
Villanova and Memphis, their coach
said that Bryan was the best player on
the floor that game.”

Senior guard Greg Bayard, tena-
cious and highly energized, mobi-
lized the offense and kept the oppo-
nents’ defense on its toes by nailing
41 three-pointers and totaled 245
points. Senior forward Darnell Dortch
and junior forward Lordly Okarter
added spirit, fire and a veteran touch
to the team. Dortch finished third in
scoring with 142 points, while Okarter
registered 121 points.

“Okarter controlled traffic under
the glass, helped inside and really
helped us defend against some bigger
teams,” said Doherty. “Dortch had a
great three years for us. He gave us
more of in inside presence and will be
missed.”

The addition of sophomore forward
Kevin Maroney, a strong inside/out-
side player, and junior guards Greg
Zabel and Dan DeCataldo added depth.
Maroney totaled 128 points, including
nine from downtown. Zabel torched
the net with 20 three-pointers and fin-
ished with 104 points and DeCataldo,
despite an early-season injury, added
45 points, including five 3-pointers.

“That really hurt us. We could of

used his energy off the bench and I’m
looking for some big things next year,”
said Doherty.

Sophomore guard Reggie Solomon
showed toughness while junior for-
ward Rob Zekunda came off the bench
and did a great job, both offensively
and defensively. Solomon sank 88
points, including eight 3-pointers and
Zekunde contributed 37 points.

When asked what the Raiders’ out-
standing season achievements were,
Doherty said, “Making the state tour-
nament is always a major accomplish-
ment. That’s always our number one
goal each year and we were able to do
that. Game wise, you hate to say a loss
is something you look at, but obvi-
ously the St. Patrick’s game, playing
the number one team in the country,
makes it pretty exciting when it went
down to the wire. The other was our
home game against Westfield, a double
overtime game with a great high school
atmosphere. The kids played hard, did
a great job. Bryan played a great game,
Darnell had a fabulous game and
Lordly was tough inside.”

Graduating Bayard and Dortch,
Doherty said, “Two great kids! Fun to
be around, always looking to be there
and play! They give us the leadership
when we needed it and did everything
that was asked of them. We will miss
them.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING RAIDER LEADERSHIP…Senior forward Darnell Dortch, left, and senior Greg Bayard, right,
provided Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty, center, with three great years of leadership, a competitive spirit, fire
and a winning attitude. They will be missed.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP COMING SO CLOSE…Blue Devil Colin Mackay, top, a two-time District 11 champ,
puts the pressure on South Plainfield’s Bryan Hunt during the Region 3 third-place bout.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

FANWOOD WARM & INVITING $365,000
Warm & inviting Cape Cod with 2-car garage.  Three bedrooms, one full bath.  Living room with wood-
burning fireplace and hardwood floors.  Close to NYC transportation.  (052001601)

MOUNTAINSIDE EXCLUSIVE! $649,900
Welcome to this 8 room, 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Colonial.  Renovated from the ground up in 2003, the open
floor plan is perfect for family life.  1st floor offers a living rm w/fireplace, formal dining room, family room
& eat-in kitchen.  The sliders in the kitchen lead to a tiered deck afforded privacy by a completely fenced
yard.  The three 2nd fl. bedrooms include a master w/private bath.  The finished basement recreation rm,
cedar walk-in closet & laundry room complete this terrific home.  (052NEW)

SCOTCH PLAINS NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,199,000
Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication in new construction to be built at 507
Westfield Rd.  5,000 sq. ft. Colonial Tudor featuring 13 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5 ½ baths & all the amenities
you have come to expect in fine homes.  Upon entering the soaring two story foyer you will be captivated by
inlaid/hardwood floors woven throughout the formal living & formal dining rooms & study.  The heart of
any great home beats in the kitchen & this home is no exception w/fine cabinetry draped in granite,
superior appliances, 3 fireplaces, wine cellar, exercise room and more.  Call now while you can still add your
own personal touches.  (052001104)

WESTFIELD SPACIOUS COLONIAL $1,349,000
Executive Colonial with an open, spacious floor plan.  Located on a cul-de-sac, short distance to town,
train, schools & playground.  This home boasts a large living room, formal dining room, open eat-in
kitchen with center-island & sliders overlooking backyard, step down family room w/gas fireplace, full
bath and laundry/mud room all on the 1st fl.  The 2nd fl. has a grand MBR with full bath & walk-in closet
+ 3 additional bedrooms & a full bath.  Full finished basement w/wet bar, 2-car attached garage & private
backyard with patio complete this home.  (052001620)

BUY FOR $2,817/MO.BUY FOR $1,582/MO.

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,599,000
This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, formal living and dining rooms, study/
library and a family room with wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany
inlay borders will compliment the details and craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray,
boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  A
large center-island kitchen w/granite tops & top-of-the-line appliances will meet all of one’s desires.  The
master suite will include tray ceilings, hardwood floors w/custom inlay borders, walk-in closets, French
doors to a private office & French doors to a large open balcony.  Make this home your own by customizing
your dreams to reality with the builder.  (052001047)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.720%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 2/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 12.50%,
and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road,
Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/18  1-5PM
Just Listed.  Distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction
with meticulous attention to detail.  The impeccable design offers a dignified residence with a sensible flow
to suit your family’s lifestyle.  Located moments from schools, NY transp., shops & recreation, this elegant
home features a grand center entry foyer, designer kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite countertops,
spectacular family room w/surround sound system & wood-burning stone fireplace, formal living & dining
rooms w/parquet flooring, 4 generous bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, beautifully finished basement & more.  The
property boasts nearly 1 acre of lush professional landscaping, a free form in-ground pool complete with
heater & filter, and a 2,000 SF paver patio.  DIR: Terrill Rd. to Kevin Rd. #19 (052NEW)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO



Page 16  Thursday, March 15, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devil Wrestlers Finished
Season, 10-10, Look to Future
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Lady Blue Devils Pound Hard
On Hoops’ ‘Door of Success’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Junior Andy Castrorao, who
wrestled only a handful of varsity
bouts last year, placed second in the
districts and finished 23-14 at 152-
lbs.

“He made some nice strides. He
had a productive summer and we were
waiting to see if that was going to
translate. Fortunately, it did. This was
really his first year of varsity compe-
tition. I’m expecting that he’s going
to put in the same kind of off-season
as last year and I’m expecting a big
jump,” said Kurz.

Junior Matt Shaffer’s season at 135-
lbs was cut short with a midseason
injury.

“Matt was having a good year. We
lost some leadership when we lost
him,” said Kurz.

Sophomores Wendel Hammond
(135-lbs) and Zach Frantz (215-lbs)
experienced some varsity matches and

freshman Willie Johnson showed
some potential of becoming a fine
wrestler while competing with the
big boys at 189-lbs.

“Willy is an athlete. As his year
went on, he’s shown me that he is
willing to work. He could be a huge
part of the equation,” said Kurz.

Several additional wrestlers had
decent seasons and may be poised to
have fine records next year. Sopho-
more Sam Reichbach (140-lbs) fin-
ished with a 16-16 record. Sopho-
more Joe Panarese had a 14-14 record
at 125-lbs, junior John Falzon (145-
lbs) finished with 10-14 record and
sophomore Nick DeFreitas (112-lbs)
had a respectable season.

“Our future really depends on those
kids. Those are the guys who are
really going to have to step up, not
just role players but guys who are
going to take the lead,” said Kurz.

Miller swiped 82, bringing her career
total to 248, while O’Leary pilfered
80 to up her total to 154. O’Leary,
who scored 118 points and hit 50-of-
81 (62 percent) from the line, once
again, led in assists with 94 to bring
her three-year total to 267.

“Gab really worked very hard on
defense, basically like a defensive
stopper. She worked her way into a
defensive sweet spot because of her
ability to rebound,” said Marino.

Senior Co-Captain Casey El Koury,
a four-year player who was second in
scoring and third in rebounding last
year, has taken on a part-player, part-
liaison role between the coach and
the other players – March 1 issue of
the Devils Den.

“Casey was a well rounded player.
She was a utility person. She did act
as a mentor to the younger girls,” said
Marino.

Senior Co-Captain Katie Cronen
(84 points), who was second with 129
rebounds last year, once again pro-
vided strength under the boards and
pulled 117 rebounds.

“She was very bright on defense.
She was basically our quarterback on
defense. She would tell the girls where
to be at certain times when our de-
fense was in a certain rotation. She
brought a lot to the table by doing
that,” Marino said.

Sophomore Keri Pringle also made
an impact with 118 rebounds, 26 steals

and 113 points, including 20 three-
pointers. Sophomore Tara Handza (30
assists) sank 116 points and had 21
steals. Junior Gabby Jakub (59 points)
grabbed 108 rebounds.

“Gabby is tough. She gives you
added defense in the game and Keri
gave us a little more offense,” com-
mented Marino.

Also experiencing playing time
were Steph Slodyzcka (41 rebounds,
51 points), Danielle Infantino (20 re-
bounds, 19 points), Charlotte O’Leary
(7 points) and Cyndl Matthew (7
points).

A very pleasant addition has been
freshman Diana Venezia who became
a force on both sides of the court,
especially under the boards. Without
shooting from 3-point range, Venezia
rolled in 183 points, including 53-of-
81 (65 percent) from the line. She
also led the team with a WHS fresh-
man record 201 rebounds, breaking
Slodyzcka’s total of 179 set in the
2004/2005 season.

“In the beginning, she was a little
intimidated playing in the Watchung
Conference but, as time went on, she
came on. In the Union County final
two games, she had 18 points (also
had 18 rebounds),” said Marino.

“Next year we want to win 20
games. That was our goal this year.
We want to reach that goal, go a lot
further in the states and win the county
tournament.”

Westfield PAL Will Sponsor
NJ Golden Gloves Tournament

David B. Corbin (November 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOLDEN GLOVES COMES TO WESTFIELD…The Westfield Police Athletic
League (WPAL) will sponsor the New Jersey Golden Gloves Boxing Tournament
on March 30 at 7:30 p.m. at Westfield High School.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Athletic League (WPAL) will
sponsor the New Jersey Golden
Gloves Boxing Tournament on March
30 at Westfield High School. The
doors will open at 7:30 p.m. and the
fights will begin at 8 p.m.

Golden Gloves has been around
since 1923 and has been a commu-
nity type event. The tournament con-
sists of various weight classes, male
and female age groups. The boxers
come from different boxing clubs
from North Jersey to Central Jersey

to compete for the title and to win a
set of 14K Golden Gloves. All win-
ners will advance to the National Tour-
nament held by USA Boxing Asso-
ciation.

The tickets for the tournament cost
$25 for all ringside seats, $15 for
general Admission, $8 for children
(age 12-and-under) and $8 for senior
citizens. Tickets can be purchased at
the door or in advance at The Leader
Store in Westfield.

For more information, call the
WPAL office at (908) 233-7105.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated.

Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.

Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients

and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

TWO STELLAR AGENTS

Susan Massa
Sales Associate
908-233-6679
susan-massa@burgdorff.com

Sharon Lies
Sales Associate

908-233-6411
sharon-lies@burgdorff.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP…Blue Devil Mark Boyd, facing, won the
160-lb District 11 crown twice.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD EXPERIENCE, GOOD ADVISE…Blue Devil Co-Captain Casey El
Koury, center, a four-year player, acted as a mentor to the younger girls.

Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING FOR RUTGERS…Freshman laxer Tom Bottini of Westfield played
defense for Rutgers in the game against No. 9 Princeton on March 13. The Tigers
defeated the Scarlet Knights, 15-8.

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Edgar in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/18  1-5PM

Edgar Collado

MOUNTAINSIDE . . . Fully renovated 4/5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath Colonial
with many upgrades throughout.  Spacious & bright rooms w/open
floor plan on a quiet street.  Custom EIK with granite countertops,
vaulted ceilings, 2 gas fireplaces, 2nd floor laundry, newly finished
basement with wine cellar and ½ bath, 2-zone gas heating/cooling, newer
furnaces & A/C units, low taxes too!  DIR: New Providence Rd. to
Wood Valley Rd. to Indian Trail #293 $1,190,000  (052NEW)

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister & Top Producer Month of February
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy Gwaldis in, and she’ll bring results!

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Edgar in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/18  1-5PM

Edgar Collado

WESTFIELD . . . Updated 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Cape Cod with a
2001 addition of 2 bedrooms and bath.  Newer plumbing, electrical,
windows, Timberline roof, siding.  Living room with wood-burning
fireplace and decorative fireplace in the finished basement.  Eat-In
Kitchen with newer appliances and formal dining room.  Professionally
landscaped property and fenced yard.  $569,900  DIR: Rahway Ave
to W Grove #536 (052111084)
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Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
The Westfield Warriors 7th Grade Basketball Team won the HoopGroup Tour-
nament of Champions Tournament played at Rutgers of Newark this past
weekend. The Warriors, who captured their 24th victory, are currently compet-
ing in the semifinals of the Bi-County League this week. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Jake Harris, Jackson O’Leary, Peter Ondi, Paul Werner and Nathan
Mitchell; second row, Ryan Elliott, Michael Coletta, Michael Giacone, Alex
Williams, Peter Mebane and Ryan Marsch; back row, Assistant Coaches Mike
Giacone and Pete Ondi, Head Coach John O’Leary and Chris Zupko (Director
of Tournament). Missing; Ned Allen.

PLACING SECOND IN HOOPS…The Westfield Y 14U basketball team, last
year’s champion, placed second at the state championship tournament in New-
ark. They played four games on the final day. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Michael Jones, Kyle Wolf, Connor Melofchik, Dylan Shepcaro and Brandon
Ruhl; back row, JP Githens, Chris Manino, Daniel Piatnitsky, Nich Boyle, Matt
Bucino and coach Quentin Redding.

St. Bart’s Softball Seeks
Players for Men’s 30+ League

THE UNDEFEATED…The Indiana Fever of the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department Basketball League, junior division (grades 3 to 5), won the champi-
onship game against the LA Sparks, 29-9, on March 1. The Fever ended the season
with a perfect 13-0 record.

Indiana Fever Girls Become
SP Rec. Hoops Champions

On March 1, Indiana Fever of the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department
Basketball League, junior division
(grades 3 to 5), defeated the LA
Sparks, 29-9, to remain undefeated at
13-0.

The Sparks shutout the Fever for
the first 10 minutes but Fever’ de-
fenders Olivia Brown, Brianna
Cepparulo, Alyssa Gilman, Cameron
Heisey and Myasia Taylor yielded
only four points. Brown limited the
Sparks’ no. 1 player and Cepparulo
covered the no. 2 player.

Near the end of the half, Erin We-
ber sank two free throws then added
two layups to give the Fever a 6-4
lead. Mary Coloney rolled in a lefty
lay-up then the Fevers’ lead jumped
to 13-8, after both teams took half-
time free throws.

In the second half, Bryanna Weems,
Miranda Alves, Katherine Seeney and
Zoe Buckridee joined in on the ball
stealing to solidify the defense. Fe-

ver’ veterans Coloney, Alves and
Weems made a high percentage of
rebounds. Heisey, Taylor, Seeney and
Buckridee continued with strong de-
fense. Heisey and Taylor forced turn-
overs at key times.

Point guard Alyssa Gilman master-
fully fed passes to guard Weber, cen-
ter Coloney and forward Megan
Tsipas. Coloney contributed with of-
fensive rebounds and putbacks to
expand the lead. Tsipas kept compo-
sure under a heavy Sparks’ defense
and scored with measured shots to
put the game out of reach.

Several new players are needed
for the St. Bart’s Men’s Softball
League. Applications are available
for men, a minimum of 30 years old,
who want to join a softball league.
Applications may be picked up in
Scotch Plains at Sideline Sports and
in Fanwood at Family Investors Com-
pany. For on-line applications and
for more information about the
league, visit
www.stbartssoftball.com.

Year 2007 will mark the league’s
29th year. The league started with
four teams and has grown to 10

teams. Much of the league’s success
can be attributed to the fact that new
teams are chosen each year during a
draft ala the NFL’s college draft.

For more information about the
league, call commissioner Dom
Lawrence at (908) 322-1697 or pub-
licity chairman Dean Talcott at (908)
322-6577. All games are played in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood area on
weekday nights.

Children or adults, who are inter-
ested in being paid scorekeepers,
should call Dave Rothenberg at (908)
233-3678.

WF Area Aquaducks Receive
Synchronized Swim Trophy

DEFINITELY IN SYNC…The Aquaducks Synchronized Swim Team, pictured,
left to right, are: bottom row; Aubrey Ambinder, Anna Fetter, Jennifer Gaglioti
and Lynn Ciccarelli; top row, Head Coach Diane Hunsinger, Jaimie Ross,
Georgia Luch, Alicia Rolin, Miriam Margolis, Kim Rizzo and coach Amy
Johnson.

The Westfield Area Y Aquaducks
Synchronized Swim Team won the
All Points Team Trophy at the East
Zone Jr. Championship in Albany,
NY. The Championship was held on
February 9, 10 and 11, and covered
the areas of Buffalo, NY down to
Maryland, including Pennsylvania
and Ohio.

The Aquaducks won the trophy by
placing first in the Team event and
accumulating points from placing
second, third, fifth and 10th in the

Solo event, third place in the Duet
event and 10th place in the Trio event.

The Westfield Area Y offers syn-
chronized swimming that combines
swimming, ballet and gymnastics,
competes regionally and nationally,
including at the U.S. Age Group Na-
tionals.

The Westfield Area Y builds strong
kids, strong families and strong com-
munities and has been serving the com-
munities of Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.

FSPY 8U Swimmers Excel
At USA Championships

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA 8U swim team completed its
season with some outstanding per-
formances at the USA Swim Cham-
pionships held at Seton Hall Univer-
sity on March 3. The meet showcased
the talents of 8U swimmers from 35
teams, both YMCA’s and aquatic
clubs, from across the state.

7-year-old girls – Maya Dunchus
was fifth in the 25-free and 10th in the
25-fly. Natalie Jablonski touched 20th
in the 25-back and 19th in the 25-
breast.

7-year-old boys – Chris Hoerrner
placed 10th in the 25-fly and 24th in
the 25-free. Josh Davidson was 11th
in the 25-breast.

8-year-old girls – Kate Musso pow-

ered to fifth in the 25-back and posted
a personal best to take 12th in the 50-
back. Rachel Braun was 13th in the 25-
free and 20th in the 50-free. Bella
Bernardo touched 10th in the 100-breast
and 15th in the 25-breast. Maddie
Bebout placed 14th in the 100-breast.

8-year old boys – Matthew Auda
finished first in the 50-fly and 50-
free, and third and fifth, respectively,
in the 50- and 25-backstroke. Eric
Chang touched eighth in the 100-
breast and sixth in the 50-fly. Colin
Sullivan grabbed 14th in the 50-free
and 10th in the 25-free.

The boys’ relay team of Sullivan,
Chang, Hoerrner and Auda also
placed third out of 25 teams in the
100-free relay.

TCNJ’s Kopnicki Gets
All-American Honors
Junior Brian Kopnicki of Scotch

Plains of The College of New Jersey
captured All-American honors for the
second straight day by placing sev-
enth in the one-mile run on March 10
at the NCAA Division III Indoor Track
and Field Championships at the Rose-
Hulman Institute of Technology in
Terre Haute, IN.

Kopnicki finished seventh in the
one mile with a time of 4:13.20. On
March 9, Kopnicki, sophomore Rob
McGowan (Monroe Township, NJ),
senior Matt Randal (South
Brunswick) and sophomore Chris
Guerrriero (Saddle Brook) finished
seventh in the distance medley relay
with a time of 10:06.96.

Workshops Offered
For 5k/Triathlon

Linda Michalak, founder/coach of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
running club, personal trainer and
fitness instructor, will present the lat-
est in a series of workshops devoted
to women who are interested in train-
ing for the 2007 Danskin Women’s
Sprint Triathlon, which will be held
at Sandy Hook on September 16.

Brian Harris, manager of the
Westfield Running Company and a
competitive runner for more than 20
years, will also speak about the im-
portance of selecting the right run-
ning shoes.

Co-sponsored by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA and the
Westfield Area YMCA, the workshop
is scheduled for Wednesday, March
21, at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Bartle Avenue in
Scotch Plains. First-time triathlon
participants and non-YMCA mem-
bers are welcome to attend the work-
shop, which will address the topic of
how to train for a 5K for any inter-
ested woman over the age of 14.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield Westfield

Scotch Plains Westfield

Gorgeous renovated 2nd floor unit in elevator building with
garage parking.  Fireplace, high ceilings, laundry in unit.
WSF0156

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/18 1-4PM / 260 PROSPECT ST.
UNIT 12: Large mint condition 1st floor end unit.  Spacious
family room with fireplace.  DIR: E. Broad, Prospect.  WSF0917

Bright, adorable 3 bedroom ranch near town, schools and
NY transportation.  2 fireplaces, large recreation room.
WSF0080

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/18 1-4PM / 408 WESTFIELD
RD:1930 home w/story book charm.  3 bedrooms, eat-in
kitchen.  DIR: Park Av, Westfield Av, lft Westfield Rd
WSF0120

Picture perfect Victorian with period moldings, boxed ceil-
ings, parquet floors with inlays, 5 bedrooms and more.
WSF0097

Fanwood

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$329,900 $669,000 $389,900

$400,000 $899,900Westfield
Quality new construction by Messercola Brothers on a deep
lot.  Approximate 3648 sq ft.  Call for details. WSF00517

$1,795,000
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FUTURE LEADER…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) talks with
Patrick Clancy, 15, of Scotch Plains on March 8 in his Capitol Hill office. Patrick
was in the nation’s capital participating in the National Young Leaders Confer-
ence. Patrick is the son of Carol and Pat Clancy of Scotch Plains.

Local Student Participates
In D.C. Leadership Council

Residents can Learn Skills
To Trace Family History

SCOTCH PLAINS – Patrick
Clancy of Scotch Plains is among 350
high-school students from across the
United States attending the National
Young Leaders Conference in Wash-
ington, D.C., this week.

Patrick took part in a leadership
development conference. The Na-
tional Young Leaders Conference pro-
vides scholars with the opportunity
to interact with a variety of personnel
who operate within the three branches
of government, the news media and
the international community.

Past highlights of this program have
included welcoming remarks by a cur-
rent or former member of Congress,
made from the floor of the House of
Representative. Students have also had
opportunities to interact with promi-
nent members of the Washington press

corps at the National Press Club, in
addition to meeting with senators and
representatives or appointed staff
members to discuss important issues
facing the nation.

Patrick is a sophomore at Seton
Hall Preparatory School in West Or-
ange. He was a captain on the Seton
Hall Prep junior varsity soccer team,
a member of the school’s ski/
snowboard club, the Gaelic Club and
Seton Hall’s Chapter of Operation
Smile. Patrick is also an honor stu-
dent at The Prep.

Patrick’s freshman math teacher,
Maryann DeTrolio at Seton Hall Prep,
West Orange, nominated him for the
leadership conference. He currently
resides in Scotch Plains with his par-
ents, Pat and Carol Clancy and
younger brother David.

CRANFORD –“Tracing Family
History,” a beginner’s genealogy
workshop, helps people interested in
learning about their ancestry. It takes
place at the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue
in Cranford.

The session, dealing with the Car-
dinal Rules and Ridiculous Myths of
Genealogy, takes place on Wednes-
day, March 21, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
The workshop will be of interest to
keepers of family history, family re-
union committees, historians for
houses of worship and church records
and records keepers for fraternal or-
ganizations and social groups.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders and the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the
Union County Department of Eco-
nomic Development present the work-
shop. It is one in a series of events to
commemorate Union County’s 150th
Anniversary.

“This workshop will provide a va-
riety of effective methods of con-
ducting genealogical research and
organizing facts,” said Freeholder
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski,
liaison to the Cultural and Heritage
Programs Advisory Board. “Work-
shop attendees will learn what his-
torical resources are of most use to

the researcher.”
Chad Leinaweaver, the leader of

the workshop, is senior librarian for
the Special Collections Division of
the Newark Public Library.

A registration fee of $10 covers
materials and refreshments. To regis-
ter, request a brochure or learn more
about the programs and services of
the Office, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
NJ 07202 or call (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay users dial 711 or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

SUBMARINERS…Jefferson School Tiger Cubs from Pack 673, Den 2 – Zachary
Composto, Quint Heyder, Matthew Viscido, Zachary Kronheimer and Michael
Paglialunga – visited the USS Ling, a World Ward II Balao Class submarine,
which is moored at the New Jersey Naval Museum on the Hackensack River. They
were able see the torpedo and control rooms, mess hall and sleeping quarters. Den
2 walked in the footsteps of the 10 officers and 65 crewmembers who served in the
late 1940s.

DERBY WINNER …Isaac Amador, a Bear in Den 5, Pack 172, is congratulated
by Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky on his first-place overall winner trophy at the
recent Pinewood Derby held March 3 at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield.

Israelow Inducted Into
Ithaca Honor Society
WESTFIELD — Ithaca College

junior David Israelow, the son of
Westfield residents Edward Israelow
and Arlene Gardner, was inducted
this past fall into Sigma Iota Epsilon
(SIE), a national honorary and pro-
fessional management fraternity.

Students invited to join SIE must have
a minimum GPA of 3.0, receive grades
of B or higher in management courses
and be of a high moral character. Mem-
bers remain active by participating in
SIE-sponsored events and activities
aimed at enhancing professional devel-
opment and service to the community.

David is a business administration
major, who graduated from Westfield
High School in 2004.

WF’s Hogan Makes
Marist Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Jeffrey Hogan, the
son of Lucretia and Edward Hogan of
Westfield, has been named to the dean’s
list at Marist College in Poughkeepsie,
N.Y. for the 2006 fall semester.

In order to qualify for this distinc-
tion, students must earn a semester
grade point average of at least 3.40.

Jeffrey, a 2005 graduate of
Westfield High School, majors in
communications with a concentra-
tion in digital media.

More Education/Area News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 – MORE ON PAGE 20
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE   

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue  • 908-233-5555

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Bramnick to be Guest
Speaker at Rider U.
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman

Jon Bramnick, ranking Republican
on Assembly Consumer Affairs
Committee, spoke at Rider Univer-
sity on March 10 on how consumer
interest and business interest com-
pete during hearings at the state level.

Mr. Bramnick, a former profes-
sor at Rider, had previously taught
business law and the social envi-
ronment of business.

The assemblyman has been a
guest lecturer for Governor Kean at
Drew University and Governor
DiFrancesco at Kean University.

Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

REVA BERGER

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday March 18th, 1-4pm
13 Marion Lane, Scotch Plains

Located on a prestigious south side cul-de-sac this lovely and gracious custom home offers every amenity and
convenience in addition to abundant charm and homelike comfort.  The beautiful property offers a lovely in-
ground heated pool, a large deck with barbeque and spacious grounds for game playing and gardening.  Enter
the house and you are in a wonderful two-story foyer filled with light.  With the lovely flow of a classic center
hall the large living room and dining room create the formal spaces.  The family gathering area presents a
warm cozy space with a French wood-burning stove and beautiful furniture quality built-ins.  It opens both to
the delightful white kitchen and the fabulous garden room with soaring ceiling, custom wet bar and walls of
glass.  The master suite is accessed through a sitting or office area and boasts a sizeable and luxurious bath
and large walk-in closet.  Another bedroom on this level also claims its own full bath.  Two more bedrooms
and a full bath are to be found on the second level.  Two custom powder rooms and a first floor laundry room
add to the convenient lifestyle.  Enjoy the quiet privacy or entertain family and friends in this truly special
home.  DIR: Raritan Road to Blackbirch to left onto Marion Lane.  $1,175,000.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Westfield . . . Magnificently appointed custom colonial w/6600 sq ft by Stone Creek. 6 Bedroom,
7 ½ Bths. Exquisite millwork, 10 ft ceil 1st flr, 9ft – 2nd, Hrdwd Flrs, 4 frplcs,  2 story EFoyer w/
circular strcase, banquet size DR, Library w/frplc, 1st fl guest suite,  Family Rm w/adjacent Kit,
walk-in pantry & wine cellar. Private master suite w/ frplc, w/2 wlk-in closets, dressing rm,
sitting room. 3rd floor has loft  & BR/Bth.  1st and 2nd flr game rooms, full basement, 3 car
garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  .7 acres of beautiful Lawrence Avenue.   $3,995,000  WSF0065
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Transcending its Arts & Crafts roots, this renovated Colonial  has a surprisingly spacious floor 
plan & delightfully low taxes. Entertain graciously in the living room & formal dining room 
trimmed with hardwood floors, custom woodwork & molding. The family room & study are 
joined by a kitchen with top-of-the- line appliances. Other features include: 5 bedrooms, 3 full 
baths, wi-closets, 1st flr laundry, 2-zone HVAC system, finished basement & a quiet cul-de-sac 
location in one of Westfield’s most convenient neighborhoods.   Presented for $849,900. 
 

 
      

             Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

    Francesca  Azzara 
    908-233-8924, Direct Dial 

      www.francescasellshomes.com  

       There  is an art to buying or selling your home….I can help! 

This majestic residence illustrates what an “American Classic” is...  With over 5,000SF  of living 
space, on 1/2 acre of  private property, this home enchants you with a stunning mix of  old world 
charm and modern amenities. Hardwood floors, 9’ 1st flr ceilings, wainscoting & transom win-
dows blend seamlessly with a magnificent state-of-the-art kitchen & dramatic two-story entry 
foyer. Highlights include a spacious great room with fireplace & wet bar, master suite with sit-
ting room, walk-in dressing room/closet & a spa-like bath, 4 more bedrooms, 3.1 more baths a 
study and finished basement. Nestled in a fabulous location, this home borders a Nature Preserve 
in one of Westfield’s premier enclaves.    Presented for $2,150,000. 

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Coldwell Banker 

Spacious and pristine four bedroom Colonial home nestled in the heart of Wychwood.  This fine home boasts a formal 
Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace, Eat-in Kitchen with adjacent Family Room with built-ins, hardwood floors, 
extensive moldings, central air, new windows, master bedroom suite with full bath, attached garage, finished Recreation 

Room, office & more!                  Offered for $879,000 

WYCHWOOD COLONIAL WITH FAMILY ROOM 

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD 

Spacious Colonial home on a tree lined Westfield street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & 
Living Room w/gas fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & furnace, new windows, master 

Bedroom w/new full bath & a spacious deck overlooking fenced and manicured grounds.         Offered for $799,000 

Extensively renovated Ranch on peaceful ½ acre of property nestled on a quiet tree-lined street on the south side of 
Scotch Plains.  This immaculate home offers a new Kitchen w/Corian counters, 3.1 Baths, formal Living Room w/gas 
fireplace, first floor Family Room w/gas fireplace, 2 Master Suites, screened porch, hardwood floors & central air.                     

           Offered for $799,000 

1248 SUNNYFIELD LANE, SCOTCH PLAINS 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM 

20 RODMAN LANE, WESTFIELD 
Elegant & spacious 10 room Henry West Colonial. The charm is abundant as this fine home graciously sprawls across 
its property located in one of Westfield’s most desirable neighborhoods.  Displaying quality craftsmanship & classic 
décor, this Wychwood gem is close to Echo Lake.  The two fireplaces, plentiful living space, hardwood floors and sunlit 

rooms are only a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.         Offered for $1,250,000 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM 

SPACIOUS SPLIT WITH FIRST FLOOR FAMILY ROOM 
Spacious and pristine home offering ideal floor plan on a quiet tree lined street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-
filled first floor Family Room with built-ins, new Kitchen with granite, Dining Room and Living Room with wood 
burning fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, central air, new bathrooms, new windows and a new patio. 

                                                                                                                                   Offered for $575,000 

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 18th • 1-4PM
Call Grace For Directions
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Union County to Sponsor
Recycling Event March 24

CRANFORD – The County of
Union will sponsor a special recy-
cling event on Saturday, March 24,
so Union County residents can get
rid of household special waste, old
automobile tires and mercury fever
thermometers in an environmentally
safe manner. The collection will take
place from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Union
County College, 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford, opposite
Nomahegan Park.

All residents of Union County are
eligible to participate at no cost. Pre-
registration is not required for this
special Saturday collection.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their household
special waste and automobile tires.
Workers at the site will unload the
vehicles. There is a limit of eight
automobile tires (without rims) per
household. This is a household recy-
cling event. Materials from businesses
will not be accepted.

Union County residents can turn in
their old mercury fever thermometers
and receive a new mercury-free digi-
tal thermometer, free of charge. One
new digital thermometer per house-
hold will be provided (while supplies
last) regardless of the number of mer-
cury thermometers dropped off. Ther-
mometers should be in a sealed plas-

tic bag to prevent release in case of
accidental breakage.

“Household special waste” in-
cludes oil-based paint and varnish,
antifreeze, aerosol cans, pool chemi-
cals, corrosives, pesticides, herbi-
cides, solvents, thinners, fire extin-
guishers, motor oil and oil filters,
gasoline, batteries, thermostats, fluo-
rescent bulbs (unbroken), blood pres-
sure devices and mercury switches.
Only materials in original or labeled
containers will be accepted. No con-
tainers larger than five gallons will be
accepted.

Latex (water-based) paint and
empty cans will not be accepted. They
should be disposed of in with the
regular garbage. Leftover latex paint
can be air-dried or, to hasten the dry-
ing process, kitty litter and/or news-
paper can be added.

A complete list of the materials
that will be accepted on March 24 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Environmental Services
website at ucnj.org.

The household special waste col-
lection will be held rain or shine, for
Union County residents only and not
for businesses. Proof of Union County
residency is required. For more infor-
mation, call the recycling hotline at
(908) 654-9889.

RECEIVING TOP HONOR…Congressman Mike Ferguson presents Jennifer
Gaglioti, a senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, with the Bronze
Congressional Award Medal. To earn the award, she raised a puppy for the
Morristown Chapter of the Seeing Eye Dogs of New Jersey.

SUPER VISIT…On February 16, the Reverend Kevin Hanbury, the newly
appointed Vicar for Education and Superintendent of Schools for the Newark
Diocese, visited Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s Westfield campus. Rever-
end Hanbury visited the Mountainside campus the following day. As Vicariate for
Education of the Archdiocese of Newark, he is responsible for developing and
supporting the general and religious educational efforts for 149 Catholic elemen-
tary and high schools and 230 parish-based religious education and sacramental
preparation programs.

READING MINDS…To celebrate the 10th anniversary of “Read Across America
Day” all classes at McKinley Elementary School in Westfield participated in a day
of reading activities. Beth Comandini’s second graders visited Katie Mortenson’s
fifth-grade classroom to share Dr. Seuss stories and work as teams on solving
reading related puzzles and games.

CAN READ WITH MY EYES SHUT…On March 2, sixth-grade students in
Kristen MacGorman’s classes at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains joined
students across the nation in celebrating Dr. Seuss’ birthday by taking part in the
National Education Association’s 10th annual “Read Across America” program.
Student Lucy Oliva and her classmates are shown in the photo participating in a
Dr. Seuss trivia game.

STAR-STUDDED AFFAIR...The Parents’ Association at the Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison held its gala dinner and dance fundraiser, “An Affair to
Remember,” at the Bridgewater Manor on February 24. Pictured, above, are the
volunteers and Parents’ Association members who helped organize the event:
Vickie Rappold, Barbara Schwartz of Westfield, Jennie Spear, Marsha Prah,
Linda Martin and Tammy D’Amore of Westfield. Each volunteer received a small
“Oscar” statue as a thank-you present.

More Education/Area News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

WESTFIELD:
Richard A. and Janet M. Hartkopf to

Kevin W. and Corey J. Zippler, 922
Mountain View Circle, $1,536,000.

Kevin W. and Corey J. Zippler to
Brett and Jennifer Fischer, 543
Sherwood Parkway, $855,000.

David and Linda Curcio to Eric J.
and Margaret Colby, 316 Hazel Av-
enue, $642,000.

Mark and Sarah Galante to Darcy
and Carole Birse, 232 Hazel Avenue,
$600,000.

Brett and Jennifer Fischer to Casey
J. Woodruff and Priscilla Mann, 748
Harding Street, $699,000.

Louis F. and Eileen M. Stephens to
Richard and Stefanie S. Flynn, 763
Fairacres Avenue, $618,000.

Recent Home Sales

James Hall to Walter and Jennifer
Chavez, 924 Harding Street, $592,000.

Shana Coelho A/K/A Shanaaz
Coelho to Rui P. Ribeiro and Meredith
L. Mondino, 126 Windsor Avenue,
$284,500.

Pablo and Virginia M. Cosenza to
Karl and Wendy Baum, 137 Myrtle
Avenue, $562,000.

Albert R. and Nancy Negron to
Stephen D. and Stacy M. Wells, 232
Myrtle Avenue, $420,000.

Gerald R. and Judith A. Glatz A/K/
A: Judith Shaver to Mark and Chris-
tina Brizendine, 1023 Seward Avenue,
$650,000.

Stanley M. Kosierowski to Andrew
D. and Lisa M. Zager, 71 Genesee
Trail, $705,000.

CENTURY MARK…The Tiger Class at Wesley Hall Nursery School walked 100
steps to celebrate 100 days in school. They also sorted, counted and tallied 100
things for their celebration. They then joined all the four-year-old classes to collect
more than 100 cans of food for the First United Methodist Church food pantry.

189 Elm Street Westfield, NJ 07090

Richard J. Carolan, SCRREA
State Certified Residential

Real Estate Appraiser - Realtor - Broker

Office: 908-301-1533

Cell: 908-305-6732

New Listing!

Traditional, Center Hall Colonial - Circa 1912 with eyebrow window in
the roof, situated on a picturesque northside street. This very well taken
care of home is ready for restoration or if you prefer, build your dream
home on the 71 X 162 lot. Home offers 9 rooms, 5 bedrooms and 3 baths,
fireplace, finished basement and 2 car detached garage. Several new $2MM
plus homes in the neighborhood already! Call Rich Carolan for
appointment to see! Offered at $999,900.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

EILEEN BURLINSON, GRI
Broker / Sales Associate

DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2010
eileen.burlinson@coldwellbankermoves.com

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House: Sunday, March 18th • 1:00 to 4:00pm
77 Chetwood Terrace, Fanwood

Step into this lovely three-bedroom home and be ready for a big surprise.
The spacious first floor has an inviting living room with fireplace, dining
room, which opens to the family room and screened porch. The kitchen
with breakfast bar also opens to the 15’x18' family room. There are three
good size bedrooms and an updated bath.  Storage abounds in the walk-
in closet, walk-in attic and full basement. Recent improvements include
a new roof, thermal windows, and central air. This great home is located
in a beautiful neighborhood, a short walk to town and the train. Call
908-472-0009 for more information.  $459,000  WSF0131

Heidi-Ann Mucci

2 Alden Street • Cranford  (908) 276-7888
www.marckelleyrealtors.com

Every detail in the charming six bedroom three and one half bath Colonial has been updated with meticulous attention to detail. The
recently completed eat-in kitchen boasts cherry cabinetry and an inviting center island around which to gather. An outsized deck is
accessed through sliding glass doors in the kitchen. The bedrooms on the second floor are large with generous closets. The third floor
works well as an au-pair suite or a special room for a teenager and has two bedrooms, full bath, ample closets and storage. The basement
windows provide ample light with separate rooms for exercise and laundry. The property is nicely landscaped and there is an oversized
two-car garage. The home is heated by four zone gas/hot water heat and three zone central air conditioning. Town and public transportation
are nearby. Offered at $999,000. (Directions: North Avenue to South Euclid to Tremont)

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday March 18th  1-4 PM      414 Tremont Avenue, Westfield

Just Listed - Gracious Colonial

908-347-0341 (Cell)
mucci@comcast.net

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations

•Wood & Laminate Flooring

•Trim & Tiling

•Interior Painting

•Repairs

•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

Call for a FREE Estimate
on Additions or Renovations

to your home!

Call Debbie Jacobs: 732-309-0919

Ideal
Contracting, Inc.

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Fully Insured NJ Pest Lic# 99066A

Landscape Construction LLC 

• Interlocking Brick Walks,

   Patios & Driveways

• Shrub & Tree Installation

• Grading / Drainage

• New Sod & Seed Lawns

• Complete Grounds Care

908-232-1630
Westfield, NJ

Residential & Commercial

Ince

Residential & Commercial Free Estimates • Fully Insured

RUDY CUOCO JR.
MASON CONTRACTOR, LLC

3rd Generation

CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS • SIDEWALKS • PATIOS

BRICK & BLOCK STEPS • CHIMNEYS

RETAINING WALLS • INTERLOCKING PAVERS

ADDITIONS • REPAIR WORK • ETC.

PHONE:  (732) 634-8890 CELL: (732) 770-1081

Rubbish Removal / Clean-ups

Basements • Attics • Yards

Demolition • Residential Contractors

Commercial Accounts Welcome

Containers Available (10 – 40 yards)

ABBA Disposal

Free Estimates – 24 Hour Service

908-561-4844

Residenital Commercial

A&J
Painting

20 Years Experience

Interior & Exterior

Powerwashing:

House & Decks

Seal & Stain

732-388-0717
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Lic. & Regist.  13VH00608200

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-274
AWARDED TO: Correctional Health

Services, Inc., Verona, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

medical services to Union County Jail in-
mates and residents of the Juvenile De-
tention Center

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$4,228,368.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese,
McDermott, Mastro & Murphy; PO Box
112, 25 Independence Boulevard, Lib-
erty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Release of
funds for special legal counsel in their
representation of the Police Department
in a disciplinary matter involving S.B.

DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: $8,000. billed at the hourly

rate of $175. for attorneys of the above
firm and to be applied toward fees and
costs for those services, which shall be
subject to the approval of the Township
Attorney and which are not covered by
insurance.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-280
AWARDED TO: O’Brien & Gere Engi-

neers, Inc., Edison New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide additional pro-

fessional services for the Nomahegan Lake
Dam, Cranford, New Jersey as per changes
requested by the New Jersey State His-
torical Preservation Office

COSTS: additional amount of $11,500
for a new contract amount of $25,500

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-287
AWARDED TO: This is it! Concept

and Event Productions, Hoboken, New
Jersey

SERVICES: to plan, produce and pro-
mote the 150th Anniversary Event at
Nomahegan Park, Cranford, New Jersey

PERIOD: Saturday, May 19, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed of

$10,790.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $22.95

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

MATTRESS

Name brand
semi-firm, new in plastic.
Queen $235 King $315

Call (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM

HB, dresser, mirror,
chest & nite stand

Value $1000 sell $495
Call (732) 259-6690

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft

Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

WANTED TO BUY

OLD FISHING/HUNTING ITEMS
Rods, Reels, Lures, Art,

Decoys, Books
and Related Items.

(908) 233-1654

HELP WANTED

Established Northern NJ Limo
Service needs experienced
owner/operators in Union County.
Black Lincoln Town Car, 2004 or
newer. Call Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm

(973) 812-2981

CLEANING SERVICE

Clean Houses, Apartments &
Offices, Reasonable Rates!

Vanete (908) 358-4578

BED

New pillow top mattress sets,
in sealed plastic.

Queen $125 King $175
(732) 259-6690

BABYSITTER NEEDED

After-school babysitter needed
M-F, 2:30-5:30 PM

in my Scotch Plains home.
Non-smoker, driver’s license req.

Call (908) 322-2278

TRUMPET LESSONS

Accomplished trumpet player
and public school music teacher

will come to you.
All levels of ability welcome.

(908) 753-6445
POLICE DISPATCHER

Police Telecommunications
Operator Police/E911 Dispatch.
Will train qualified candidate.
Application available at police desk.

Attention: Captain Freedman
Scotch Plains Police Department

430 Park Ave
Scotch Plains NJ 07076

EOE

SUMMER JOBS

Day camp counselors. No nights/
weekends. Boys’ group
counselors, teen travel, lifeguards/
WSI, instructors for soccer, tennis,
canoeing, international cooking/
crafts, woodworking, ceramics,
rollerblading. Teachers, college
students welcome. Warren
Township (Somerset County) NJ.

(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com

apply at:
www.campriverbend.comSUMMER BABYSITTER

Looking for Mother’s Helper/
Babysitter for Summer 2007.
Needed three days per week 9am-
1pm. Strongly prefer College
student with Valid Driver’s
License. Please email
JFAN25@msn.com if interested.

HELP WANTED

Local childcare center looking for
Office Manager to help manage
finances of center, provide
oversite of purchasing, interact
with parents and help executive
director with daily operations.
Work school hours 9:30-2:00pm.
Forward resumes and letters to:

Westfield Daycare Center
140 Mountain Ave, Westfield

thera@westfielddaycarecenter.org

HOUSE RENTAL WANTED

Clean rental home wanted in
Westfield area for 6-9 months
starting May 1st. Need 3-4 BR on
quiet street. Will pay cash in
advance for first six months.
Call Max at (908) 456-1294

SUMMER TUTOR!

Westfield special education
teacher seeking summer work.
Will tutor elementary students and
children with special needs (K-6).
Call Nicole at (908) 419-8674.

WANTED: HOUSE TO RENT

Family of four w/two small dogs
(beagles), seeks six-month house
rental starting May 1 in Westfield
area while home renovation takes
place. Please call (908) 301-1225

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Sitter needed Wed. and Thurs
2:30-6:30 pm to supervise 2 great
kids ages 10 and 13 in my
Westfield home. Ref. needed.

Call (908) 618-5614

CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT

Dynamic outgoing person needed.
If helping people is your focus

Call (908) 757-4040
Computer skills helpful!

NEW CONSTRUCTION
285 Summit Road, Mtnsde

Beauty and Quality
5 Bedrooms, 4-1/2 Baths, 3 Car
Garage, Huge Master Bedroom,
Top-of-the-line Appliances,
1/2 acre, $1.5M (908) 851-8698

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, 3/18, 1-4PM

HOUSEHOLD MOVING SALE

WESTFIELD
Sat. Mar. 17, 9am to 4pm

529 Benson Place
Tools, yard furniture, misc.

household items. Cash & Carry.

DRIVER / PART-TIME

Are you seeking fulfilling &
rewarding work? Come join The
Arc of Union County as a Driver,
transporting individual(s) with
developmental disabilities to and
from work. Seniors/Retirees
welcome! Mon-Fri split shift; pay
starts at $8.75/hr. Must have valid
NJ Driver’s license with a clean
driving record. For immediate
consideration, contact Iola at
(973) 315-0008 or apply at The
Arc of Union County, 52 Fadem
Road, Springfield, NJ 07081, fax
(973) 315-0002 or email:
hresources@arcunion.org

EOE M/F

P/T NANNY NEEDED

Loving, Energetic Nanny needed
3 Days/Wk. Three chilldren ages
7, 5 & 2. Clean driving record, Non-
smoker. Excellent References
req’d. Please Call (908) 962-1537

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on April 25,
2007 at 7:30PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 89 Glenwood Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block # 47,
Lot # 40, as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Bruce Peer.

The applicant requests: addition of
parking space and modification of ex-
isting driveway, which is in violation of
Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code.

Variance Requested: sideyard drive-
way setback; Permitted: 3 feet minimum;
Present: 11 feet; Proposed: 2 feet.

Variance Requested: driveway width;
Permitted: 10 feet maximum; Present:
10 feet; Proposed: 19 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM to 4 PM,
Monday - Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant: Bruce Peer
89 Glenwood Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: BRB Valuation &
Consulting Services; 84 West Main
Street, Freehold, New Jersey 07728

NATURE OF SERVICE: Authorizing
release of additional funds for consulting
services of BRB Valuation and Consulting
Services for 2005 & 2006 tax appeals.

DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: $12,500. applied toward fees

and costs for those services, which shall
be subject to the approval of the Township
Attorney and which are not covered by
insurance.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF DECISION OF THE
SCOTCH PLAINS TOWNSHIP

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public
hearing was held on February 1, 2007 for
an application made by New Cingular Wire-
less PCS, LLC (the “Applicant”) for use,
height and bulk variances and for prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval from the
Scotch Plains Township Zoning Board of
Adjustment seeking permission to place
six (6) antennas at 98 feet and  six (6)
antennas at 110 feet on an existing 115
foot Public Service Electric and Gas
(PSE&G) transmission tower and to also
place its equipment cabinets and one fed-
erally mandated E-911 GPS antenna at
the base of the tower. The property which
was the subject of this application is lo-
cated at 1551 Cooper Road, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey which is located in the R-1
Zoning District and is designated on the
Tax Maps as Block 12001, Lot 18. Said
application was approved by the Scotch
Plains Township Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment on February 1, 2007 and memorial-
ized by Resolution adopted on March 1,
2007. The decision is on file and available
for inspection in the office of the Scotch
Plains Township Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment.

This notice is given Pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-10i.

Day Pitney LLP
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The April 2, 2007 meeting of the Plan-
ning Board of the Town of Westfield, New
Jersey, has been cancelled and is re-
scheduled for April 16, 2007 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
E. Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m.

 The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
the above meeting date in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session which
the public may attend.

Applications and plans to be considered
at this meeting will be on file in the office of
the Secretary of the Planning Board, 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jer-
sey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $19.89
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FOR PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL WITH

FLOOR AREA RATIO AND OTHER
BULK VARIANCES

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
HEARING BOARD

In compliance with the New Jersey Mu-
nicipal Land Use Law, the land use ordi-
nances of the Town of Westfield, and the
rules and regulations of the Town’s Zoning
Board, NOTICE is hereby given that the
Westfield Zoning Board will conduct a
PUBLIC HEARING as follows:

1. Applicant: Joseph A. Buontempo,
Applicant

2. Property: 1016-1020 South Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey, Block 2606,
Lots 10 and 11

3. Zone: GB-3
4. Date of Hearing: Monday, March 26,

2007
5. Time of Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
6. Place of Hearing: Westfield Municipal

Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

7. Application: Preliminary and Final
Major Site Plan Approval with Floor Area
Ratio and Other Bulk Variances

8. Variances: Chapter Town Code
D Variance
Ordinance §11.28 G.8;  Maximum Floor

Area Ratio; Maximum Allowed: 50%, or
10,000 square feet; Proposed: 57.33%
equals 11,466 square feet.

C Variances
Ordinance §11.28 G.11; Maximum Im-

pervious Coverage; Maximum Allowed:
70%; Proposed: 75.9%

Ordinance §17.02 B.4; Parking Required
by Zone; Maximum Allowed: 33 spaces;
Proposed: 25 spaces

Ordinance §17.10 G; Light Fixture Lo-
cation from Curb; Maximum Allowed: With
concrete base permitted: minimum 3 feet;
Proposed: With concrete base provided:
1.5 feet

An Application dated November 28, 2006
was filed by the Applicant.

Waivers or exceptions may be sought
for certain site plan details which are set
forth on the Application and such other site
plan details or relief as may be appropri-
ate.

A copy of the application and docu-
ments are on file in the Administration
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, W., Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
and may be inspected during normal busi-
ness hours (8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.)  by all
interested parties at least 10 days prior to
the hearing.  In accordance with the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, any person that
might require special needs should be in
contact with the Zoning Board office dur-
ing normal business hours so that their
needs may be addressed (visually or hear-
ing impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)

LEIB, KRAUS, GRISPIN & ROTH
Attorneys for Applicant

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $58.65

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held March 13,
2007, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
27th day of March, 2007 at 8:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray, Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1897
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13,
MOTOR VEHICLE AND TRAF-
FIC

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I:
1. That subparagraph (a) of Section 13-

23 of Chapter 13 of the Code of the Town
of Westfield titled “Fifteen minute zones –
Unmetered and metered” shall be
amended to add the following subsection
immediately after the subsection on
“Westfield Avenue”:

“Prospect Street. Northeast side, start-
ing at a point on the northeasterly curb line
of Prospect Street six-hundred feet in a
southeasterly direction from the south curb
line of Cowperthwaite Place and extend-
ing along the curb line a distance of twenty-
five feet southeasterly.”

2. That Section 13-16 of Chapter 13 of
the Code of the Town of Westfield titled
“Enumeration of streets, when prohibition
effective” shall be repealed in its entirety
and the following enacted in its place:

Sec. 13-16. Enumeration of streets,
when prohibition effective

Parking is prohibited on the following
streets, highways or portions thereof when-
ever snow has fallen and its accumulation
is such that it covers such streets, high-
ways or portions thereof:

Central Avenue – Entire length
Clark Street – Between East Dudley

Avenue and the intersection of Edgewood
Avenue.

East Broad Street – Between Mountain
Avenue and a point two hundred feet north-
east curb line of Euclid Avenue.

Prospect Street – Between East Broad
Street and East Dudley Avenue.

South Avenue – Between Westfield
Avenue and Central Avenue.

West Broad Street – Entire length
The parking prohibition set out above

shall remain in effect after the snow has
ceased falling until such streets, highways
or portions thereof have been plowed suf-
ficiently.

SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in

conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or

provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV.
All sections of this ordinance shall take

effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $74.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

March 15, 2007

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

That Dana Hedden and Thomas Hedden
have made application to the Planning
Board of the Town of Westfield seeking
minor subdivision approval with related
variances to permit subdivision of a single
building lot into two separate building lots.
The property involved in this application is
commonly known as 306 North Scotch
Plains Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey and
is further identified as Block 2705, Lot 24
on the official tax maps of the Town of
Westfield. The property is located in the
RS-6 zone district.

The application includes a request for
relief from several requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance, as fol-
lows:

1. Minimum Gross Area of one of two
proposed lots. § 11.09E1 requires that a
building lot in the RS-6 zone be at least
6000 square feet in size and that a corner
building lot in the RS-6 zone be at least
7200 square feet in size. The applicant is
seeking a variance for the corner lot to be
7033 square feet in size.

2. Minimum Area within First 120 feet
of depth. § 11.09E2 requires that a build-
ing lot in the RS-6 zone contain at least
6000 square feet within the first 120 feet of
the front street line and that a corner build-
ing lot in the RS-6 zone contain at least
7200 square feet within the first 120 feet of
the front street line. The applicant is seek-
ing a variance for the corner lot to contain
7033 square feet within the first 120 feet of
the front street line.

3. Minimum Width. § 11.09E2 requires
that a building lot in the RS-6 zone have a
minimum width of 50 feet and that a corner
building lot in the RS-6 zone have a mini-
mum width of 60 feet. The applicant is
seeking a variance for the corner lot to
have a width of 57.07 feet.

4. Minimum Frontage. §11.09E3 re-
quires that a building lot in the RS-6 zone
have a minimum frontage of 50 feet and
that a corner building lot in the RS-6 zone
have a minimum frontage of 60 feet. The
applicant is seeking a variance for the
corner lot to have a frontage of 57.03 feet.

The applicant also seeks approval of any
and all other relief not indicated above that
may be determined necessary during the
course of the public hearings. A public
hearing will be conducted on April 16, 2007
at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Meeting Room
of the Town Hall, located at 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, to consider
the matter at which time you may appear
and participate in accordance with the rules
of the Board.  If the matter is not concluded
on that date, additional public hearing dates
may be ordered and scheduled. This notice
is sent to you on behalf of the applicant by
order of the Board.

Information, maps, plans and the appli-
cation are available for your inspection in
the Public Works Building, 959 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be reviewed Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369

Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicants,
Dana Hedden and Thomas Hedden

1  T- 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $69.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE NO. 644-2007

INTRO: 2/22/2007
FINAL ADOPTION: 3/8/2007

was introduced and passed on first read-
ing by the Board of Chosen Freeholders
at a REGUALR MEETING on February
22, 2007, and said Ordinance has been
published with Notice of Introduction
thereof and of the time and place fixed for
its further consideration and the Board
has duly held a hearing thereof and has
given all persons interested an opportu-
nity to be heard. NOW, THEREFORE, BE
IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders that said Ordinance be and
the same hereby is finally passed and
adopted, and be it FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on
March 8, 2007, and the 20 day period of
limitations within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
Ordinance can be commenced has be-
gun to run from the date of first publication
of this statement.

Nicole L. DiRado Clerk of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders

PREAMBLE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED
“AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING
A CODIFICATION OF THE
LAW, ORDINANCES, POLI-
CIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF
UNION COUNTY, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY; PROVIDING
FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF
SAID CODE; AND SAVING
FROM REPEAL CERTAIN
LEGISLATION NOT IN-
CLUDED THEREIN”,
ADOPTED BY THE BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
OF THE COUNTY OF UNION
ON AUGUST 19, 1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
“LAWS OF UNION COUNTY”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders of the County of Union
that the “Laws of Union County” are hereby
amended as outlined in the attached
Schedule A:

(See Attached)

Note:All text that is underlined is in-
serted/new language.

All text that is struck through is
deleted language.

Schedule A
CHAPTER 102, PURCHASING AND

CONTRACTS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of

Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union
as indicated in article histories. Amend-
ments noted where applicable.]

(ARTICLE I through ARTICLE IV –
remains unchanged)

ARTICLE V, Insurance
[Adopted 7-12-1979 by Res. No. 538-

79; amended in its entirety 5-25-2000 by
Ord. No. 514; amended 3-08-2007 by Ord.
No. 644]

§ 102-12. Liability insurance require-
ments.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union hereby establishes the
following requirements for general liability
insurance to be obtained and filed by ven-
dors from which this County obtains goods
or services:

A. For Ccontracts where there is di-
rect contact with the public, the insurance
requirements are as follows: in an uncon-
trolled environment limit of $1,000,000

required for both bodily injury and property
damage.

1. Automobile Liability Insurance in
an amount of not less than $2,000,000.00
combined single limit for bodily injury and
property damage liability.

2. Workers Compensation Insurance
insuring the obligation of the Contractors
and all subcontractors under the New Jer-
sey Workers Compensation and Occupa-
tional Disease Laws as respects work
performed under this Contract.  Insurance
shall be extended to include any obliga-
tions under the United States
Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers Act
or any maritime Act, when applicable.

3. General Liability Insurance shall
be provided on a Comprehensive General
Liability Form with a Combined Single
Limit of $3,000,000.00 per Occurrence for
Bodily Injury Liability and Property Dam-
age Liability and shall include the interest
of the County with Respect to work ema-
nating from the Contract with the County.
This instance shall include the following:

(a) Personal Injury Liability,
(b) Blanket Contractual Liability ap-

plying to assumption of liability under any
written Contract,

(c) Products and/or Completed Op-
erations Liability

(1) The following is a list of contracts
that fall under high-risk policy ($1,000,000
CGL with products and/or completed op-
erations: $500,000 auto CSL workers com-
pensation):

(a) Ammunition.
(b) Auto, truck, jeeps and vans.
(c) Chemicals.
(d) Cigarettes.
(e) Clay targets.
(f) Concessions (boats).
(g) Electrical maintenance.
(h) Exterminator..
(i) Fertilizer.
(j) Fuel oil.
(k) Garbage.
(l) Gasoline.
(m) Hospital supplies.
(n) Insecticides.
(o) Kerosene.
(p) Meals (kosher).
(q) Medical services (laboratory).
(r) Oxygen.
(s) Reagents.
(t) Shotgun shells.
B. Contracts where there is direct

contact with the public in a controlled en-
vironment: a $500,000 limit requirement
for bodily injury and a $250,000 limit re-
quirement for property damage.

(1) The following is a list of contracts
that fall under medium-risk policy
($500,000 CGL, including product/or com-
pleted operations; $500,000 auto workers
compensations):

(a) Antifreeze.
(b) Candy.
(c) Computer.
(d) Food products such as:
[1] Bread.
[2] Groceries.
[3] Milk.
(e) Milling of roads.
(f) Oil and greases.
(g) Pool parts.
(h) Preventative maintenance.
(i) Rock salt.
(j) Snowplow service.
(k) Telecomputer guard (wristlets).
(l) Tools.
B.  C. For Ccontracts having no direct

effect on the public, the insurance require-
ments are as follows:  require a $300,000
limit for bodily injury and a $100,000 limit
for property damage.

1. Automobile Liability Insurance in
an amount of not less than $1,000,000.00
combined single limit for bodily injury and
property damage liability.

2. Workers Compensation Insurance
insuring the obligation of the Contractors
and all subcontractors under the New Jer-
sey Workers Compensation and Occupa-
tional Disease Laws as respects work
performed under this Contract.  Insurance
shall be extended to include any obliga-
tions under the United States
Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers Act
or any maritime Act, when applicable.

3. General Liability Insurance shall
be provided on a Comprehensive General
Liability Form with a Combined Single
Limit of $1,000,000.00 per Occurrence for
Bodily Injury Liability and Property Dam-
age Liability and shall include the interest
of the County with Respect to work ema-
nating from the Contract with the County.
This instance shall include the following:

(a) Personal Injury Liability,
(b) Blanket Contractual Liability ap-

plying to assumption of liability under any
written Contract,

(c) Products and/or Completed Op-
erations Liability

(1) The following is a list of contracts
that fall under low-risk policy ($300,000
combined single-limit CGL; $500,000 auto
C/SI) (Note: must include statement signed
by one to indicate self-employed and not
an employee of the County.):

(a) Air-conditioning maintenance.
(b) Binders.
(c) Cables and brooms (for machin-

ery).
(d) Clay (baseball).
(e) Concrete and asphalt.
(f) Copier paper.
(g) Fairer.
(h) Film.
(i) Flags.
(j) Golf course supplies (no chemi-

cals).
(k) Grass seed.
(l) Hay.
(m) Horse feed.
(n) Janitorial service (no chemicals).
(o) Kitchen utensils.
(p) Laundry services.
(q) Linens.
(r) Lumber.
(s) Masonry supplies.
(t) Microfilm service.
(u) Paint (various paints).
(v) Paper and plastic.
(w) Paper bond, etc.
(x) Plant material (if it is dirt).
(y) Plumbing maintenance.
(z) Plumbing supplies (other than red

label).
(aa) Portable toilets.
(bb) Printing supplies.
(cc) Radio service parts.
(dd) Raingear.
(ee) Road stone.
(ff) Shelves and dividers.
(gg) Stable tack and supplies.
(hh) Straw.
(ii) Toiletry items.
(jj) Top dressing material.
(kk) Uniform/rental.
(ll) Uniforms.
(mm)White trap sand.
(nn) Window cleaning (no chemicals).
C.  D.  The County Counsel and the

County Qualified Purchasing Agent in con-
sultation with the County Counsel shall, at
all times, have the discretion to modify the
insurance coverage requirements of this
section on an individual basis in accor-
dance with the requirements of the con-
tract.  The County Purchasing Division
and/or the County Counsel will, at all times,
have the ability to include the additional
coverage requirements in accordance with
the content of the contract.

E.  With respect to automobile insur-
ance, where such coverage is required,
the limits shall be not less than $500,000.
1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $216.24
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on May 23, 2007
at 7:30PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 46 Madison Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as
Block # 8,  Lot # 14,as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Sid
Casperson.

The applicant requests: To construct
an add-a-level to existing house, which
is in violation of Section 184-110 (E)(4)  of
the Fanwood Land Use Code.

Variance Requested: Front yard set-
back; Permitted: 30.00 feet; Present:
30.18 feet; Proposed: 28.18 feet.

The applicant requests:  To construct
an add-a-level to existing house, which
is in violation of Section 184-110 (E)(9) of
the Fanwood Land Use Code.

Variance Requested: Maximum Build-
ing Coverage; Permitted: 25.0%; Present:
20.4%; Proposed: 26.5%

The applicant requests: To construct
an add-a-level to existing house, which
is in violation of Section 184-110 (E)(5)  of
the Fanwood Land Use Code.

Variance Requested: Side yard set-
back; Permitted: 15.00 feet; Present: 8.43
feet; Proposed: Unchanged: existing non-
conforming.

Variance Requested: Side yard set-
back; Permitted: 10.00 feet; Present: 8.00
feet; Proposed: Unchanged: existing non-
conforming.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM to 4 PM,
Monday - Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Applicant: Sid Casperson
46 Madison Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $48.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE is hereby given that on Wednes-
day, March 28, 2007, at 7:30 PM in the
lower level meeting room of Borough Hall
of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
the Fanwood Planning Board will hold a
public hearing for major subdivision ap-
proval for Woodcliff, Inc., 7 Beverly Av-
enue, Fanwood, New Jersey, also known
as Block 4, Lot 7. This application seeks
approval to convert 1 lot into 4 lots.

The following variances from the Land
Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood
are requested:

A. Section 184-122 A. - More than one
principal building/structure on a lot.

B. Section 184-110 E (2) Lot Width - The
R-75 District requires lots to be 75 feet in
width. Widths less than seventy five (75)
feet are proposed for Lots 7.01 and 7.04.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours from the Secretary of
the Board at the Administration Offices of
the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, any person that might
require special needs should be in contact
with the Planning Board office during nor-
mal business hours so that their needs
may be addressed (visually or hearing
impaired, wheelchair bound, etc..)

Richard M. Cohen, Esq.
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth

328 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Attorney for: Woodcliff, Inc.
1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Regular Public Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, March 27, 2008

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Public Hearing on 2007-08 Budget

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.
1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its March 12, 2007 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Febru-
ary 8, 2007 meeting:

Maxine & Robert Schwartz, 415
Kimball Turn, Seeking permission to con-
struct an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section 11.07E6 & 12.04E1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved as amended January 9, 2006.
Seeking an extension of Variance ap-
proved January 9, 2006, memorialized
February 9, 2006. Extension approved.

David & Margaret Norwine,  568
Sherwood Parkway. Applicant seeking
permission to retain fence as installed
upon an existing retaining wall with non-
preferred side facing outward contrary to
section 12.07D, 12.07E, 12.07G and
12.08C of the Land Use Ordinance. Appli-
cation approved.

Anthony Cavallo, 63 Michael Drive.
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a second floor addition over an existing
first floor, to construct a single story addi-
tion off the rear of the home and construct
a front porch contrary to sections 11.06E6
and 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.

Dennis Rodriquez, 808 Grant Avenue.
Applicant seeking permission to extend
and convert the existing carport to a one
car garage and to construct an addition on
the rear of the house contrary to sections
12.04F1 and 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved.

Mr. & Mrs. David Ferry, 105 Golf Edge.
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a front porch contrary to section 11.03E.5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved.

Mr.  & Mrs. Thomas Forgash, 1325
Prospect Street. Applicant seeking per-
mission to construct a three season
screened porch addition to the rear of his
house contrary to section 11.03E7 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application ap-
proved.

Timothy & Dana Amman, 718 Wood-
land Avenue. Applicant seeking permis-
sion to construct a decorative peak on the
roof, at the front of the house contrary to
section 12.03D of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public Inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-273
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

Hospice and Home Care Services to frail,
older persons at risk of institutionalization
as a means to provide independence and
dignity and to allow them the opportunity to
remain in their home environment

PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$508,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-283
AWARDED TO: Garrubbo, Capece,

D’Arcangelo & Millman, P.C., Westfield,
New Jersey

SERVICES: special counsel in the mat-
ter entitled Todaro v. UC, et als

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$5,000 for a new total contract amount not
to exceed $75,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
March 13, 2007.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1896
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE INSTALLATION
AND OPERATION OF TRAF-
FIC CONTROL SIGNAL AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

1  T- 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, MARCH 13,
2007 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY JUNE 10, 2007 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

Purpose: To permit any charitable orga-
nization to conduct a raffle on Sunday,
June 10, 2007 provided that steps are
taken to secure a license for the conduct-
ing of said games of chance.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, MARCH 27, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2007 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED

DECEMBER 31, 2007
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

SUMMARY OF REVENUES ANTICIPATED
2007 2006

1. Surplus 900,000.00 895,834.47
2. Total Miscellaneous Revenues 2,175,070.64 2,650,099.67
3. Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 183,000.00 128,000.00
4. Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 4,993,997.00 4,241,785.05

       Total General Revenues $ 8,252,067.64 $ 7,915,719.19

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS 2007 BUDGET 2006 BUDGET

1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages 3,204,620.00 3,206,197.00
Other Expenses 3,737,678.71 3,488,797.48

2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 154,527.69 187,164.88
3. Capital Improvements 100,000.00 100,000.00
4. Debt Service 697,934.86 555,921.57
5. Judgements 0.00 0.00
6. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 357,306.38 377,638.26

Total General Appropriations $ 8,252,067.64 $ 7,915,719.19
Total Number of Employees 81 81

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
BONDS NOTES

Interest 588,650.00 71,250.00
Principal 3,220,000.00 1,500,000.00
Outstanding Balance $ 3,808,650.00 $ 1,571,250.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union on March 6, 2007.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on July 10, 2007 at 7:30
o’clock (P.M.) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2007 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Copies of the budget are available in the office of Eleanor McGovern, Borough Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023, (908) 322-8236, during the hours of 8:00
(A.M.) to 4:00 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $131.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, MARCH 13,
2007 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
SECTION  2-25 ENTITLED
“FEES FOR SERVICES” OF
CHAPTER II ENTITLED “AD-
MINISTRATION” OF THE
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

Purpose: To add a fee of $7.00 per copy
for certified copy of a Certificate of a Civil
Union to fee schedule collected by the
Registrar of Vital Statistics.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, MARCH 27, 2007 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 3/15/07, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public Inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-271
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

ongoing and continuous respite services
for unpaid caregivers as a prevent prema-
ture institutionalization of the care recipi-
ent

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$332,722.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 3/8/07
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public Inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

RESOLUTION NO: 2007-272
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

home care and nursing services to the
residents 60 years or older, whose income
fall within specific guidelines, as a means
to prevent premature institutionalization of
the care recipient

PERIOD: January 1, 2007- December
31, 2009

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$100,000.

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 3/15/07, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Legal Advertising
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

At the heart of Wild Hogs, a failed exercise
in comedy, is pretty much the same reverie
that Ponce de Leon dreamt when he under-
took his road trip in 1513. Only instead of
conquistadors searching for spiritual rebirth
via the discovery and conquering of new
lands (Florida), director Walt Becker’s seek-
ers of revitalization are four middle-aged
guys from Cincinnati on Harleys. Ponce’s
journey was probably funnier.

Brad Copeland’s screenplay gives it
the old college try…real old. Ponce him-
self might even recognize the perfunc-
tory, situation jokes strewn along the high-
way from Ohio to California.

Pity is, some of the gags do have merit.
And they’re competently enough deliv-
ered by two distinguished actors (Will-
iam H. Macy and John Travolta) and two
doubtlessly accomplished comedians
(Tim Allen and Martin Lawrence). None-
theless, the film’s search for the fountain
of laughter is rarely successful.

Most of the enjoyment, oddly enough,
emanates from the blanks you automatically
fill in to compensate for those four saddest of
words: what could have been. Mr. Becker’s
attempt is not so misbegotten that you can’t
readily imagine what a hoot it would be if
only you and your buddies were the partakers
of the fantasy, instead of these lamebrains.

Heck, these guys aren’t as cool as Hesh,
Skip, Moose and The Wild Man. Rather,
for the script’s unimaginative purposes,
they are Casper Milquetoasts.

This will accommodate those telegraphed
surprises along the way, just in case road-
going revelations mean discovering an in-
ner lion, a concealed intelligence or perhaps
a missing heart. The deficiencies are too
broad-brushed. Though, seems we’ve seen
them somewhere before.

In any case, four stooges like these
wouldn’t think to go to McDonald’s, let
alone embark for the coast on motorcycle.

Tim Allen is Doug Madsen, D.D.S.
There’s the usual dentist shtick, which
could certainly use some, uh, improve-
ment. Martin Lawrence is Bobby Davis, a
henpecked plumber whose hiatus to write
a how-to book just ran out, as his wife

(Tichina Arnold) has so kindly reminded.
Least likely to take a bite out of life is

William H. Macy as Dudley Frank, com-
puter programmer. Less obviously af-
fected by midlife crisis is John Travolta as
strapping Woody Stevens, successful
entrepreneur, husband of a supermodel
and tacitly acknowledged leader of the
Wild Hogs. You can guess the deal here.

More apt to surprise is Ray Liotta as big
bad Jack, snarling ruler of the Del Fuegos,
a real motorcycle gang the Hogs have the
unfortunate luck of encountering along
their route. Suffice it to note, they run afoul
of and consequently unleash the ire of
these baddies in high relief.

High-tailing it, though only Woody
knows exactly why, our mealy-mouthed
pals find sanctuary in the little South-
western town of Madrid. There, after be-
ing welcomed by pretty diner owner
Maggie (Marisa Tomei) and mischie-
vously initiated in a “bull slapping” ritual
by the unarmed sheriff (Stephen
Tobolowsky) and his weirdo twin depu-
ties, they gain minor celebrity.

The question is, can they parlay that
into local hero status? You see, the Del
Fuegos are to the Madridians what the
Norsemen were to the English. And with
these latter-day bullies hot on the Hogs’s
tails, it’s only a matter of frames before
push comes to shove.

Call the inevitable showdown a farci-
cal homage to High Noon (1952), except
without the humor. This includes a pre-
tentious cameo intervention by a motor-
cycle movie icon, just to affirm the total
lack of shame and absence of form. When
the smoke clears, only the would-be rol-
licking, good intentions are left standing.

Which means it might be worth a cur-
sory glance when it’s on TV for free or
sadly available for a buck among the
forgotten B westerns in those bargain
bins. But insofar as real laughs for real
money in the here and now, Wild Hogs
just doesn’t bring home the bacon.

* * * *
Wild Hogs, rated PG-13, is a Touchstone

Pictures release directed by Walt Becker
and stars John Travolta, Marisa Tomei and
Tim Allen. Running time: 99 minutes.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Wild Hogs
A Rather Tame Boar

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For that special something that
can dramatically change a room, just
take a good look in the mirror…or
actually, at mirrors in general. Sure,
you’ve already got the necessary ones
over the bathroom
sink, the dresser,
maybe even in the
entryway. But
mirrors can do
much more than
simply reflect
whether or not you
have a hair out of
place or tooth-
paste on your chin.

Interior design-
ers have long used
mirrors to correct
architectural im-
balances within a
space. For ex-
ample, if you have
a long wall with a
window on only
one end, hang a
mirror of similar
size on the other
for instant sym-
metry.

Another trick is
to hang a mirror
on a blank wall
across from a wall
with a window.
The mirror will reflect the window
and you will in a sense have two
“windows” in your room and double
the sunlight.

However, keep in mind that mir-
rors are brutally honest when it comes
to reflecting exactly what they “see.”
So if the view outside the window is
your neighbor’s dilapidated air con-
ditioning unit, you may not want that
twice reflected. In the same regard,
your mirror can potentially become
a piece of artwork if it’s reflecting a
beautiful landscape.

If you have a lot of vertical and
horizontal lines created by furnish-
ings, trim mouldings and framed art,
try adding a shaped mirror to visu-
ally break up the monotony or
“soften” the look. Ovals and circles
serve well in this capacity, but mir-
rors are available in almost every
shape imaginable, from octagons to
hourglasses, hearts, arches and sun-
bursts.

Michael Reutlinger, owner of Fast
Frame in Westfield, stocks beveled
mirrors in standard sizes and shapes
but can have others customized to
almost any specification.

“One of the things I like about this
business is when people bring in
things that are unusual,” Mr.
Reutlinger said. “If you can put a
design on paper, we can make a tem-
plate and have a mirror cut to that
shape.”

Mirror, Mirror – Not Just on the Wall
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You can also group several mir-
rors in the same space the way you
would pieces of artwork. Tie the
arrangement together by similar
shape or frame.

Hang a mirror on top of another
mirror for a unique effect. Or try

going completely
“frameless.”

Additionally,
remember not all
mirrors are flat.
There are mir-
rored “gazing
balls” that can
make a dramatic
statement both
indoors or out in
the garden.

Dimensional
convex or con-
cave mirrors, such
as “bubble” mir-
rors, provide
multi-faceted re-
flections. In a
kid’s room, these
can also serve as
entertainment.
Close-up there’s a
magnified view,
but from afar
things appear up-
side down.

Mirrors can
also make them-
selves useful in

hidden places. If you have a tall
cabinet, hang a mirror inside on the
ceiling so that you can easily gaze up
and see what’s on the top shelf.

Place a floral vase or centerpiece
on a mirrored tray to multiply the
amount of flowers or candles.

Add more light to a space by put-
ting a mirror near your favorite lamp.

Manufacturers have also designed
special mirrors that hide flat-screen
TVs. When the TV is off, it appears
as an ordinary framed mirror, but
turn it on and it “disappears” so you
can watch your favorite show right
through it.

There are also mirrors that have
small LCD displays integrated into
them. In this case, the mirror re-
mains reflective except in a chosen
corner where you can surf the internet
or flip through television channels.

Yes, this means that you could
conceivably see yourself brushing
your teeth while simultaneously
watching someone on TV brush hers.
However, be forewarned that these
technologically advanced mirrors do
come with hefty price tags.

There are certainly enough mir-
rors available to suit most any prac-
tical need or decorating style. Let
the ones you choose reflect yours.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

“I got a solid education, especially
in history and English,” and Dorald
Logan, one of his high-school En-
glish teachers, was “top of the list” of
teachers he remembers fondly.

Currently, he is working with the
production team of the movie Little
Miss Sunshine to turn his novel The
Abstinence Teacher into a movie.

Perrotta’s writing career penning
novels has been extensive with Bad
Haircut, Joe College, Election and
Little Children.

Although Joe College is a novel
about a working-class kid from New
Jersey who goes to Yale, Perrotta de-
nies that much of the novel is auto-
biographical.

On his web site, tomperrotta.net,
he shares that both Little Children
and Election are “portraits of small
communities that are offered as mi-
crocosms of the larger culture.”

Despite not living in New Jersey for
years, Perrotta still thinks of the small
community of Garwood as home. “My
wife and I live with our children outside
of Cambridge, Mass., now,” he said.

“I’ve been here for 13 years, but I
still feel that (Garwood) is my home.
We are where we come from.”

WF Author Schrager
To Join Book Festival
WESTFIELD – Westfield resident

and author Dr. Gloria Schrager has
been invited to take part in the 13th
Annual Virginia Festival of the Book,
featuring readings, panels and discus-
sions with authors, illustrators and pub-
lishing professionals between March
21 and 25 in Charlottesville, Va.

These five days of mostly free liter-
ary events are open to the public, as
the festival honors book culture and
promotes literacy.

The Piedmont Council of the Arts
hosts the panel, which is moderated
by Stephen Pfleiderer.

Dr. Schrager is the clinical profes-
sor of Pediatrics at Columbia Univer-
sity and the former director of Pediat-
rics at Overlook Hospital.

Dr. Schrager, the author of “Medi-
cine, Matzoh Balls and Motherhood,”
will join the Thursday, March 22,
panel “Memoirs Come in Different
Shapes and Sizes,” which runs be-
tween 6 and 8 p.m.

The book is available online at
xlibris.com, bn.com and amazon.com,
in addition to The Town Bookstore in
Westfield.

Edison Students Begin
Rehearsals for Hello Dolly

WESTFIELD – Rehearsals are
underway for Edison Intermediate
School’s production of Hello Dolly.

Hello Dolly is a musical comedy
set in New York at the end of the
1800s. It follows the adventures of
matchmaker Dolly Levi, who wants
to wed Horace Vandegelder, the
half-a-millionaire owner of a hay-
and-feed business in Yonkers. Along
the way, she attempts to makes
matches among the many cast mem-
ber with funny and memorable re-
sults.

The cast is led by Amelia
Morabito as Dolly and David
Osterman as Horace Vandergelder.
Co-starring are Catalina Gaglioti as
Irene Molloy, Nicholas Shorrock as
Cornelius Hackl, Olivia Ryan as
Minnie Fay, Peter Carmo as Barnaby
Tucker, Annie Oldakowski as

Ermengarde, Garrett Verdone as
Ambrose Kemper and Colleen
McCabe as Ernestina.

Dr. David Shapiro directs the show,
with musical direction by Mr. Ken-
neth Horn.

The cast of about 60 students has
been spending long hours rehearsing
to perfect its lines, songs and dance
routines. Student musicians from
Edison are practicing daily to per-
form as the show orchestra. The stu-
dent crew will work behind the scenes
to make the show a success.

Showtimes are Friday, March 23,
and Saturday, March 24, at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are available from Edison
School or at the door. A special show
matinee for elementary-school chil-
dren, their parents and senior citizens
will be presented on Thursday, March
22, at 4 p.m.

SO NICE TO HAVE YOU BACK…Students rehearsing a number for Hello Dolly
include, from left, Allegra Larche, Nicholas Shorrock, Annie Oldakowski, Amelia
Morabito, Garrett Verdone, Peter Carmo and Travis Przybylski.

GREASE IS THE WORD…The Roosevelt Intermediate School’s cast of Grease
diligently rehearses one of many singing and dancing acts in anticipation of three
upcoming shows they will put on March 23, 24 and 25. Tickets are available in
advance for $8 and at the door for $10. Pictured above, as Sandy and Danny, are
leads Ellie Tanji and Chris Morrissey. For information, call Roosevelt Interme-
diate School at (908) 789-4560.

LEND A HAND…Students, from left to right, Hilary Graffox, Tommy Sacks and
Diana Chaves lend their talents in Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School produc-
tion of Once Upon A Mattress.  The show is scheduled to debut on Friday, March
16. Performances of this show, featuring a cast of more than 50 students and
musicians, will span two weekends.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT LIKE A LION...Westfield Community Players continues the season with
James Goldman’s drama The Lion in Winter weekends through March 24 in the
theater at 1000 North Avenue West in Westfield. Call the box office at (908) 232-
1221 for further details. Above, the cast invites The Leader/Times to a special
rehearsal last week: From left, SUIT YOURSELF...Henry II, King of England,
makes deals with Phillip, King of France, only to break them when it suits him.
Pictured, from left to right, are Richard (Chris Guild), Alais (Ellie Sroczynski),
Henry II (Art Hickey), Phillip (Erik Hall) and Eleanor (Sally O’Neil); HIGH
TREASON...Henry II vows vengeance for his sons’ treason. Foreground, from
left to right, are: John (Ryan Correll) and Henry II (Art Hickey); background,
from left to right, are: Geoffrey (Ryan Curtis), Richard (Chris Guild); KING
ME...Eleanor of Aquitaine (Sally O’Neil) schemes to get the crown for her son,
Richard the Lionheart; For more photos, see goleader.com/photos.

Symphony Announces ‘East
Meets West…Meets North’

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, March
17, at 8 p.m., at Westfield High School,
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will present “East meets West...
Meets North,” an international mix of
passion, creativity and energy.

The mood and pace is immediately set
with Mozart’s “Overture Abduction” from
the Seraglio. Written at a happy time in
Mozart’s life, this overture is a work full of
youthful exuberance, a comedic frolic based
around a Spanish nobleman’s attempted res-
cue of his fiancée from Turkish captivity.

Replete with Turkish percussive sounds
and style, the performance of this joyous
and challenging piece represents a tip-
ping of the hat to WSO’s season-long
retrospective of Asian-influenced music.
It will also mark the debut of WSO assis-
tant conductor and librarian James Fuerst.

An exploration of ancient and modern,
East and West, come together in the world
premiere of composer in residence Zhou
Long’s “Silk Clay.” A double concerto for
Western and ancient Chinese folk instru-
ments, this symphonic poem showcases

solo xun (made of clay) and xiao (made of
silk) juxtaposed with solo cello. This WSO
special commission was made possible
through a grant from Music Alive, a na-
tional program of the American Symphony
Orchestra League, and Meet the Composer,
and it marks the climax of Mr. Long’s
residency with Westfield Symphony.

The Northern dimension is presented
with Sibelius’ “Finlandia,” an important
symbol of Finland’s struggle for indepen-
dence during World War II, and now the
epitome of all things Finnish. The evening
rounds out with the warmth and strength
of Brahms Fourth Symphony, a master-
piece of 19th-century German musical
tradition full of passion and drama.

Tickets may be purchased directly from
the WSO office (224 East Broad Street)
or by calling the box office at (908) 232-
9400. Tickets are also available at
Fastframe on Quimby Street in Westfield
and Martin Jewelers in Cranford.

For further information, call (908) 232
9400, e-mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org
or go to westfieldsymphony.org.

many of the families present at the event.
Before the professional (and often col-

orful) comedians took the stage, there
was a special salute to Gabrielle Apigo of
Mountainside.

A Deerfield School alumnus, Gabrielle
is the current Miss Teen New Jersey Gal-
axy. FOP awareness has been and will
continue to be Gabrielle’s platform in her
quest for higher pageantry titles.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21),
of Westfield, who also has the distinction
of “New Jersey’s Funniest Lawyer,”
awarded a resolution to Gabrielle on be-
half of the state legislators in Trenton.

Mr. Bramnick said, “There is no better
indication of what kind of country this is
when you see the kind of people here
tonight – without the government’s in-
volvement – who have come together,
making a change in our country.”

The attorney, who practices in Scotch
Plains, proceeded to do his own stand-up
comedy routine, opening up for the hired
comics – one of whom
was the notable Paul
Bond.

After strapping on
an acoustic guitar, Mr.
Bond entertained the
audience with a selec-
tion of clever parodies,
one of which was a not-
so-nice ode to his cell
phone sung to the tune
of Green Day’s “Bou-
levard of Broken
Dreams.” Later this
month, Mr. Bond will
play at the Riviera
Comedy Club in Las
Vegas. Funnyman Jim
Dailakis, who hails
from Australia, also
delighted the audience.

But to call the event
a comedy show would
be an understatement.
After nearly three hours
of laughter, it was time
to get serious – on the
dance floor. Guests en-
joyed the 1950’s
sounds of a live perfor-
mance of the band Jer-
sey Sound. If that
weren’t enough, be-
tween acts, there was a
special twist to the
event – a friendly game
of competition.

To coincide with the butterfly theme
(the butterfly is the Weldon Research
Fund’s logo), guests were invited to deco-
rate their tables and “bring on their spe-
cialties” for a competition of food and
table presentation.

Four judges were solicited from the local
press to do the honors, including  The Sub-
urban News editor Ellen Dooley,  The Record
Press editor Greg Marx, Levon Putney of
WCBS News Radio and yours truly.

Thirty-six tables, which seated 10
guests each, were lavished with fine food
and, in most cases, a butterfly-themed
display. There was even one table dubbed

“The Seinfeld Table” – or a table with
nothing (but food) on it. But what the
table lacked in butterfly decor, it defi-
nitely made up for in spirit. One of the
guests promised that next year there would
be swarms of butterflies at their table.

During comedic breaks, Mr. Whyte
and Mrs. Weldon gave intermittent thank
you speeches. Mrs. Weldon thanked the
crowd, overwhelmed by the turnout. At
times, Mrs. Weldon shared touching mo-
ments with the audience about her life as
Whitney’s mom.

Addressing the crowd, Mrs. Weldon
said, “Whitney is doing great in school;
she’s happy, she’s popular and has a lot of
friends.” The moment grew somber and
at times tearful, while Mrs. Weldon re-
counted the memories of Whitney being
an avid skier until the time of her diagno-
sis.

Mrs. Weldon said, “The last time she
was able to ski was in 2001. Whitney’s
mobility is becoming limited. From her

neck to her back
there is little move-
ment left. She can-
not sit easily in a car
or a chair, writing is
becoming harder,
she can no longer
bend down to put her
shoes on or lift her
arms up to do her
hair.

“She had a wish
— to go skiing, just
‘once more’ with her
friends during Presi-
dents’ weekend at
Butternut Mountain
in Stockton, Mass.,”
she continued. “The
mountain has an ac-
cessible ski program,
and I let her do it. All
her friends were
there, cheering her
on. I had never been
so scared and proud
of her at the same
time. She knew the
risk and she was will-
ing to take it for the
memory. I am so
lucky to be her mom.”

Although the
Weldons have re-
cently moved to New
Vernon to refurbish
an adaptable home

for Whitney, they have lived in this area
for decades. Husband Bill Weldon is a
native of Westfield, and Weldon Materi-
als is a century-old business in town.

Many family members reside in
Westfield to this day. Mrs. Weldon said,
“Westfield and Mountainside are really
our home. Westfield friends, neighbors
and strangers were our support system
during our darkest years.”

Mrs. Weldon said, “The Weldon Fund
at the University of Pennsylvania gives
Dr. Kaplan’s FOP Lab 98 cents of every
dollar. (Dr. Frederick Kaplan is Whitney’s
doctor).”

She added, “It is so important for Bill
and I to let each and every person who has
donated to the fund to know that they
have made history in the musculoskeletal
area in science. The donors made a differ-
ence not only to FOP patients, but to
hundreds and millions of people who
suffer from bone ailments.”

Looking at the bright, beautiful blonde-
haired girl on the Weldon Research Fund’s
homepage (weldonfop.org), it is hard to
imagine that 14-year-old Whitney is dif-
ferent from any other girl her age. But she
is different. Whitney has the most friends
– and every single one is true blue.

Editor’s note: Attention “Grey’s
Anatomy” fans- Don’t miss the episode
on March 29. Diagnosis: FOP.

FOP FUNDRAISER- MOUNTAINSIDECONTINUED from 24CONTINUED from 24CONTINUED from 24CONTINUED from 24CONTINUED from 24

 PERROTTACONT.CONT.CONT.CONT.CONT.  FROM 24FROM 24FROM 24FROM 24FROM 24

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

MIRROR IMAGE…The graceful
curves of the oval mirror soften the
repetition of line created by beadboard
in this powder room. Hanging the mir-
ror so that it overlaps the beadboard
integrates the spaces above and below
the horizontal chair rail.

Dr. Gloria Schrager

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

DEFENSIVE TACKLE…Gary
Whyte, chairperson for the sixth an-
nual Comedy Show and Fundraiser
for FOP, stands with Whitney
Weldon’s mother, Hillary Weldon.
Mrs. Weldon is holding a photo from
the New York Giants Tackle FOP
event held last October at Giants sta-
dium. The New York Giants showed
an FOP video on the big screen prior
to the game, and families with FOP
members were invited to watch the
game in a luxury box donated by Mr.
Whyte’s friend, Tim Shinn.
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HOME SHOW

westfield
The National Guard Armory - Next to Westfield High School

Showcasing Everything For The HomeSHOW HOURS:
FRIDAY 4PM-9PM

SATURDAY 11AM-9PM
SUNDAY 11AM-6PM

March 23rd, 24th & 25th

Beautiful Landscape Designs & More!

WESTL

Info: (973) 326-1333
www.exposeast.com

General Adult
Admission: $7

Children Under 12 FREE 
PARKING FREE

• Kitchens & Baths
• Appliances
• Marble & Granite
• Interior Decorating
• Design Centers
• Deco Painting
• Faux Art
• Solar Energy
• Windows & Doors
• Pavers
• Patios
• Sunrooms
• Pools & Spas
• Cooking Shows
• Prizes

$100 DISCOUNT
WITH THIS AD!

HOT TUBS
& GAZEBOS

HUGE FACTORY DIRECT SALE ON

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everyone knows that corned beef
and cabbage is the traditional dish
eaten on St. Patrick’s Day, but what
you may not know is how this tradi-
tionally Jewish meat became an Irish
staple.

Well, it was back in the late 1800s,
when Irish immigrants living in New
York City’s East Side sought a food
equivalent to Irish bacon. It was their
Jewish neighbors who introduced
them to this less-expensive version of
bacon, and the combination of corned
beef and cabbage was born.

It is only right then that my Irish
friend, Camille, has the decency to
invite me for a corned beef and cab-
bage dinner on St. Patrick’s Day. Af-
ter all, if my ancestors hadn’t taught
hers, what would she be eating on this
holiday?

It isn’t only the Irish but everyone
in this country who has been enjoy-
ing this dish ever since. Although it is
considered to be an ethnic dish, it
really is as American as apple pie.
Every March 17, many of us
Westfielders enjoy this dish along
with a tall glass of cold green beer and
a loaf of warm Irish soda bread.

Brisket is the most common cut of
meat used to prepare corned beef. It is
pickled in brine along with spices
such as peppercorns and bay leaves.
The red color is achieved through the
addition of nitrates used in the pick-
ling process.

Corned beef can be stored for up to
four days after cooking and may be
frozen for up to three months. It
shouldn’t be frozen any longer than
this to ensure maximum flavor.

For best results wait 10 minutes

before slicing corned beef and slice it
on the diagonal.

Here are three corned-beef dishes
to prepare while wearing your green
attire:

Corned Beef And Cabbage
INGREDIENTS

3 pounds corned beef
12 cloves garlic
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6 bay leaves
2 onions
6 red skin potatoes, quartered
8 ounces baby carrots
1 large yellow turnip, peeled and cut into
chunks
1 head cabbage, quartered

PROCEDURE
Fill a large pot with water. Place the corned
beef, garlic cloves, bay leaves and onions in the
pot and bring to a boil. Turn the heat down and
simmer for 2 ½ hours. Add the carrots, turnip
and cabbage and simmer for an additional half
hour or longer. Remove and slice corned beef.
Serve warm with the vegetables on one platter.
Yield: 5 servings

Corned Beef Hash
This is a great dish to make using
leftover corned beef. It is good enough
to make from fresh cooked meat as
well but a wonderful way to put the
leftovers to good use.

INGREDIENTS
1 onion, diced
3 tablespoons olive oil
2 potatoes, peeled, cooked and diced
1 pound cooked and diced corned beef

PROCEDURE
In a large skillet, sauté the onion in the olive oil
for 2 to 3 minutes. Add the potatoes and corned
beef and continue sautéing until browned. Serve
hot.
Yield: 2 servings

Corned Beef In
Lemon/Mustard Sauce

There’s nothing like the smell of
corned beef simmering on the stove.
The whole house smells festive when
there’s a corned beef cooking.

b

INGREDIENTS
3-½ to 4 pound corned beef
1 cup boiling water
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
½cup sugar
¼ cup ground mustard
¼ teaspoon salt
1 cup mayonnaise
½ cup vinegar
¼ cup lemon juice

PROCEDURE
In a large pot, boil the corned beef for 3 to 4
hours. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. In a
medium pot, bring water to a boil and add the
flour, stirring constantly to remove lumps.
Add the sugar, mustard and salt and continue to
stir. Bring to a boil again. Turn the heat off and
add the mayonnaise, vinegar and lemon juice.
Blend well. Pour over the corned beef, cover
and bake for 30 to 40 minutes.
Yield: 6 servings

Corned Beef with Cabbage
And Root Vegetables

Corned Beef Hash

Performance Highlights
Black History Month

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Memorial
Library (FML) celebrated Black His-
tory Month with a program by the
East Lynne Theatre Company (ELTC)
entitled “Paul Robeson Through His
Words and Music.”

The presentation, which was jointly
sponsored by FML and the Friends of
the Library, was written by Gayle
Stahlhuth and featured Derrick
McQueen as Paul Robeson.

Robeson’s story is one that is near
and dear to many a New Jerseyian’s
heart. After an outstanding sports ca-
reer at Rutgers University, Robeson
graduated in 1919 as valedictorian of
his class. He then received a law
degree at Columbia University and
went on to have a successful career on
stage and in film, as an activist and a
humanitarian.

The East Lynne Theatre Company
production wove together the various
aspects of Robeson’s life and pre-
sented them as a tapestry of song and
narration performed by Mr. McQueen.

“Paul Robeson is an inspiration to
anyone who ever utters or has heard
the word ‘can’t,” said Mr. McQueen.

“Although we may (see) his ac-
complishments in academics, law,
sports, acting and political activism
as extraordinary, what is monumen-
tal are the odds he refused to accept to
reach those heights,” he continued.

Mr. McQueen, who lives in New
York City, was the Playwright in Resi-
dence at South Jersey Regional The-
atre, where his play, I Have Been Said
to Possess, was produced.

He is also a songwriter whose songs
have appeared in The Trial of
Blackbeard the Pirate, performed in
Cape May.

In addition to portraying the de-
ceased African-American legend, Mr.
McQueen has another connection to
Robeson. He currently attends semi-
nary at Union Theological School,
just blocks from Columbia Univer-
sity where Robeson went to law
school. “It’s awesome to be around
his neighborhood and know how
much he changed Harlem,” Mr.
McQueen said.

Ms. Stahlhuth has been the artistic
director of the ELTC since 1999. She
is an active member of The Drama-
tists Guild and has worked in theatre
as an actress, director, playwright and
producer.

Her one-woman plays have ap-
peared at such places as The NY
International Fringe Festival, The
Manhattan Theatre Club and The
Arvada Center in Denver.

“Paul Robeson was such an incred-
ible person that I assume everyone
knows who he was. Sad to say, this is
not the case. I’m very pleased that the
East Lynne Theater Company’s ‘Paul
Robeson Through His Words and
Music’ with Derrick McQueen can
acquaint and re-acquaint people with
his legacy,” Ms. Stahlhuth said.

“Paul Robeson Through His Words

and Music” was one of the most well
attended FML presentations, accord-
ing to Carol Campbell, Friends of
FML president.

“Derrick did a wonderful job nar-
rating Robeson’s life and singing his
songs,” she said, adding that the pre-
sentation provided a nice balance
between Robeson’s personal life and
his importance in a historical context.

The East Lynne Theater Company
is located in Cape May. Founded in
1980, it strived to produce, study and
preserve America’s theatrical heri-
tage by presenting American Stage
Classics and contemporary plays re-
lating to America’s rich theatrical and
literary history.

For more information, contact the
company at (609) 884-5898
eastlynnetheater.org.

Garwood-Raised Oscar
Nominee Perrotta Says:
‘We Are Where We Come From’

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

GARWOOD – A 2007 Oscar nomi-
nee, former Garwood resident Tom
Perrotta was a part of the glitz and
glamour of Hollywood’s Academy
Awards on February 25.

Oscar Night, complete with de-
signer gowns, limos
and screaming fans
might be the fantasy
of most actors, but
that was never a
dream of Garwood-
raised Perrotta.

“You have to re-
member,” he said in
a recent phone inter-
view, “I’m a novel-
ist; I didn’t start out
to be in the movie
field.”

Although he did
not win the golden
statue in the category
of Best Screen Ad-
aptation for co-writ-
ing the script of his
novel Little Children,
the Oscars was one of a number of his
red-carpet experiences in the last few
months.

Because of that, the Oscar award
night wasn’t intimidating, but oddly
“familiar in a funny way.”

“It started in September with the
NYC Film Festival,” he said. Then
came the Gotham Awards and the
Golden Globes, so that by the time
the Oscars rolled around, he was
accustomed to the studio’s limo ar-

riving, the pressing crowds and the
proximity of celebrities on the red
carpet and the lavish parties that
followed.

“It was pretty humbling, though,”
he admitted. “(On the red carpet),
people are screaming for the celebri-
ties, and they look at you but don’t

know your face.”
One of his most

memorable moments
from the awards
hoopla was at a nomi-
nees’ luncheon
where a “class pic-
ture” of sorts was
taken and he stood
with Oscar winner
filmmaker Martin
Scorcese.

Perrotta, local boy
made good, is proud
of his New Jersey
roots. “When I grew
up in Garwood, it
was mainly blue col-
lar workers. We
didn’t have our own
high school and I

was bused to David Brearley (High
School) in Kenilworth. Garwood has
changed a lot since then.”

After graduating from the
Kenilworth school in 1980, he went
to Yale University. “I went to college
with people who had gone to some
prestigious prep schools, yet I didn’t
feel others had better educational
preparation,” he shared.

First Congregational
Presents Baritone Carle

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, continues its
Mid-Day Musicales concerts for the
Lenten season with a program by
baritone Jonathan Carle and pianist
Barbara Thomson on Wednesday,
March 21, at noon.

These free, half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary on
Wednesdays during the church sea-
sons of Advent and Lent and are fol-
lowed by a soup and sandwich lun-
cheon available in the church social
hall for $5.

In the title role of Mozart’s Don
Giovanni, Jonathan Carle was de-
scribed as a singer with “a natural
feeling for line, fluid stage move-
ment and nefarious good looks
[whose] voice is a model of melodi-
ous charm.”

For further information or to re-
serve luncheon tickets, contact the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

speak your mind.
goleader.com/feedback

Tom Perrotta

Local Residents Show Their
True Colors at FOP Fundraiser

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (FOP) is difficult
to pronounce, and next to impossible to
spell. Words like those are the very rea-
son why acronyms must have been in-
vented in the first place. And raising
awareness for a disease as rare as FOP
isn’t exactly easy either.

But thanks to tireless fundraising to sup-
port the efforts of the Weldon FOP Re-
search Fund, tremendous strides have been
made to find a cure for the progressively
disabling genetic disorder that affects ap-
proximately one in two million people.

Former Westfield resident Whitney
Weldon is one of them. Remarkably, last
April, researchers and scientists at the
University of Pennsylvania announced
they had discovered the gene that is re-
sponsible for causing FOP.

On March 3, at what was billed as
“New Jersey’s Largest Indoor Tail Gate
Party,” hundreds of family members,
friends and neighbors – largely from
Mountainside and Westfield – attended
the sixth annual comedy show to benefit
the Weldon FOP Research Fund at the
Gran Centurions in Clark.

Gary Whyte, chairperson for the event
and one of the champions for the cause,
has orchestrated this annual fundraiser

since 2002, held previously at the
Mountainside Elks Club.

He told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, “The out-
pouring of support from the community
has been so great that the event had to be
moved to a larger venue due to the need to
raise even more money for research.”

According to ifopa.org, researching this
rare disorder may one day also benefit
people who suffer from more common
bone-related conditions, such as os-
teoporosis, arthritis, post-amputation
treatment, certain spinal-cord injuries and
some heart-valve disorders.

Mr. Whyte began the evening with a
tribute to Old Glory, with two of his three
sons standing by his side. Middle child
Eric, an eighth grader at the Deerfield
School and president of its student council,
was partially responsible for transforming
the ballroom into a butterfly garden.

The well-spoken 13-year-old addressed
his underclassmen and peers at the middle
school about FOP and enlisted the help of
the school’s art teacher, Lynn Slotkin.
The results – 158 paper butterflies mea-
suring 12 x 18 inches – were created by
Mrs. Slotkin’s art students and suspended
from the ceiling of the Gran Centurions
ballroom at the event.

The butterflies bore the name of each of
the children afflicted with FOP whose fami-

lies will attend the Fourth International FOP
Symposium in Orlando. The paper
Papilionoideae will be flown to Florida and
displayed at the symposium in August.

Following the flag salute, Mr. Whyte
proceeded to thank an army of volunteers,
including the Gran Centurions banquet
manager, Matt Gallagher. Mr. Whyte said,
“When I went to Matt and told him what
we were doing, his response was ‘how can
I help?’ Matt made this all come alive.”

Mr. Whyte introduced Whitney
Weldon’s mother, Hillary Weldon, along
with Holly Puanno, a very special 23-
year-old from Connecticut. Miss Puanno
was diagnosed with FOP at age 16.

She currently serves on the Board of
the International Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Association (IFOPA) and is
an editor for the magazine The FOP Con-
nection, which is distributed worldwide.
According to Mr. Whyte, Holly has been
instrumental in raising FOP awareness in
Connecticut and has been invited to the
state capitol in Hartford.

After the introductions, Kassy Ciasulli of
Mountainside officially kicked the evening
off with a not-soon-to-be-forgotten rendi-
tion of “America the Beautiful.” Kassy is
the daughter of the late, much beloved
Dawn Ciasulli and a longtime friend of
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DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Saturday March 17 at 8PM 
Westfield High School, 550 Dorian Road, Westfield

Tickets: $25, $35, $45, $65
FOR TICKETS: CALL (908) 232-9400 email: wso@westfieldsymphony.org

OR VISIT OUR TICKET OUTLETS:
FASTFRAME: Quimby St. Westfield • MARTIN JEWELERS: Cranford

SIBELIUS: Finlandia

  ZHOU LONG: World Premiere  

BRAHMS: Symphony No. 4

MOZART: Overture to Abduction From The Seraglio
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The Westfield
Community Players
invited The Leader/

Times to last
Thursday’s rehearsal
of The Lion in Winter.
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