
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 15, 2007 Page 3

Hillcrest Academy South
To Join Westlake, Beadleston

             By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission voted last Wednesday to relo-
cate Hillcrest Academy’s South Cam-
pus from Westfield’s Lincoln School
at 728 Westfield Avenue to 571 Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield, a facility
shared by the UCESC’s Westlake
School and Beadleston High School.

The board’s vote follows the
Westfield Board of Education’s deci-
sion last June not to renew its lease
with the UCESC after 25 years. That
decision followed the arrest of four
Hillcrest students for charges of steal-
ing a car and vandalism of neighbor-
ing properties.

Westfield voters in January approved
a $9.4-million bond, which will fund
an early-childhood center at Lincoln
that will make possible the relocation
of pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
programs currently located in the
district’s six elementary schools.

Four UCESC board members, who
also represent area school districts
impacted by the amendment, spoke
out against what Acting Superinten-
dent Ed Hartnett called “the most
pressing issue this year put before the
board.”

Speakers presented three programs
– Autism, vocational and Westlake –
that would be impacted by moving
Hillcrest South into the Lamberts Mill
building.

Susan Delaney, a teacher at Westlake
School, asked the commission to ex-
plore alternate plans before making a
decision that would “force Westlake
to restrict our program; we no longer
have room to improve and grow.”

Ms. Delaney said that her opposi-
tions have to do with the “physical
plans” for the school, not the poten-
tial incoming students. She gave ex-
amples of how Westlake could be
affected, saying its small outdoor play
area would be lost to new parking
spaces, buses would be too large to
maneuver around the parking lot and
faculty room and programs such ka-
rate would be lost because there would
no longer be room for the out-of-
gymnasium program.

“We feel there are many more op-
tions that still need to be explored,”
she said.

Pat Convery, who gave the commis-
sion an overview of the school’s 10-
year history, agreed with Ms. Delaney.

“We’re mostly accommodating (to
different types of students) at
Westlake, but I don’t think we can
physically accommodate (the
Hillcrest program),” she said.

Chastity Rivera, speaking on be-
half of UCESC’s Crossroads School,
located on Cardinal Drive in
Westfield, said the issue of spacing
“kind of restricts our growth and pro-
gram.” She specifically mentioned
the school’s programming for
children’s autism. Typically, students
continue their education at Westlake
when they age-out at Crossroads.

Speaking on behalf of the voca-
tional avenue, Sergio Calafiore, a
vocational-program teacher, asked the
commission to make “some bold de-
cisions” that would benefit the future
of special education facilities, saying
that if change does not happen, the
programming would “stay the same
or, God forbid, get smaller.” Mr.
Calafiore said the vocational program
would lose two classrooms to multi-
purpose rooms.

Special-education programs have
been seeing changes due to New
Jersey’s recent movement to bring
special-education students back to
their individual districts, officials said.
A unanimous vote by board members
in attendance approved the motion,
and they also unanimously passed a
second motion that would add a yearly
observation of enrollment, adequacy
of facilities and contractual obliga-
tions onto the amendment the com-
mission voted on last Wednesday.

In his report, Mr. Hartnett an-
nounced the new officers of the Union
County Educational Services Foun-
dation and gave his congratulations
to Robert Skorupski, president; Frank
Del Guercio, vice president;
UCESC’s business administrator and
board secretary Robert Behot, trea-
surer, and Marlene Boyea, secretary.

Board members from Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth,
Rahway, Roselle, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Union County Vo-Tech
attended the meeting. The 21-mem-
ber board of directors will meet on
Wednesday, April 4.

Union County Mgr. Aims
To Reduce Overtime Costs

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County Manager
George Devanney announced last
Thursday that he would begin brain-
storming solutions to reduce the
county’s high overtime cost in this
year’s proposed $415-million budget.

Mr. Devanney said $700,000 of the
$14.1 million budgeted for overtime
this year is retroactive to 2005, say-
ing that real overtime costs for this
year are $13.4 million. Corrections
officers at the county jail and Runnells
Specialized Hospital have combined
overtime projections in the county’s
proposed budget of $9.3 million, with
$6.8 million of that amount proposed
for corrections. Last year’s county
budget included more than $6 million
in overtime costs for corrections.

The county manager said he
planned to speak to corrections union
representatives this week to address
the overtime problem.

“None of us are happy with the
overtime issue in this county,” Mr.
Devanney told the freeholders. He
said overtime is “an issue that’s got to
be a decade old” that has resulted
from limitations at existing county
facilities, contract obligations on staff-
ing and mandates regarding the county
jail.

“Excuses of the past cannot allow
this to continue in the future,” he told
the board.

Mr. Devanney told reporters that
the county jail is more than 20 years
old, and is a “high-rise facility with a
lot of blind spots” that requires addi-
tional corrections officers.

The county manager also said
Runnells Specialized Hospital has
been impacted by a statewide nursing
shortage, as well as a lower than ex-
pected reimbursement for Medicare-
funded patients at the 369-bed Berke-
ley Heights hospital. Runnells Direc-
tor Joe Sharp has said a change in
how the county is reimbursed would
provide an additional $1 million in
revenue.

In an effort to generate additional
revenue for the county’s coffers, the
freeholders last Thursday approved
spending $180,000 to create a market
study on “surplus or underutilized
county property,” as well as a “space-
needs assessment” of all county de-
partments. The board entered into an
inter-local agreement with the
county’s improvement authority to
conduct the study.

Mr. Devanney said the old jail fa-
cility, which is no longer in use, as
well as other land and/or buildings no
longer used by the county, could be
utilized to raise revenues for the
county. He said county parks and
open space would not be considered
in the study.

Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the agreement with the
improvement authority includes con-
ducting investigations and studies in-
cluding real estate appraisals, engi-
neering, architectural and legal ser-
vices.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said, “$180,000 sounds like a heck of

a lot of money for a space-needs
assessment.” He said revenues gener-
ated from the county sale of “sur-
plus” land and/or facilities should be
dedicated to the county’s open space
fund.

The board passed the resolution by
a 7-1 vote, with Freeholder Adrian
Mapp providing the dissenting vote.
Freeholder Rick Proctor was absent.

During the open public part of the
meeting, Tina Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Association,
said the county should consider turn-
ing over security of county parks to
municipal police departments to free
up county police officers to fill in at
the county jail.

“You should consider having the
towns take over that service,” Ms.
Renna said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
does not believe towns would want to
pick up the added costs. “You (Ms.
Renna) are living in fantasy land” to
think towns would take over policing
of county parks, he said.

Springfield resident Myron Katz
said the county should consider syn-
chronizing traffic signals.

“Why can’t we get a groundswell
(of support) on this issue?” he asked
the board. He said a number of the
lights result in “wasted time” for
motorists. “Why don’t we be the cata-
lysts to start moving (to synchronize
lights)?” he asked the board.

Mr. Sullivan, who serves as chair-
man of the North Jersey Transporta-
tion Authority’s executive commit-
tee, said he would ask the state’s
transportation commissioner to re-
view Mr. Katz’ recommendation.

Mr. Paterson said the board should
have asked tougher questions of
county directors during the recently
concluded budget meetings to reduce
overtime costs.

He also said, given the number of
retirees not being replaced by the
county, there might be “redundant”
or unnecessary jobs on the county
payroll.

At the start of the meeting, the
board honored former Linden mayor
John Gregorio, 80, for his non-con-
secutive 33 years in public office. He
was first elected to Linden City Coun-
cil in 1964.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, a Linden
resident, called Mr. Gregorio “a great
politician, a great leader, a great man.”

“You have made Linden a great
place to live,” she said.

During the public session later in the
meeting, Mr. Paterson quipped that Mr.
Gregorio had to have been “special” to
have former Republican Governor Tom
Kean, “who was of the opposing party,
pardon him for his convictions.”

Berkeley Heights Mayor David
Cohen thanked the board for its con-
tinued support of the $13-million re-
development of the 17-acre Stanford
Drive and Snyder Avenue in the town-
ship. The property is being developed
for a senior center for Berkeley
Heights and ball fields and a recre-
ation area for the county. The county
is picking up $8 million; Berkeley
Heights is paying $5 million.

MEETING WITH THE BOSS…Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
met Lieutenant Colonel Chuck Cosenza, formerly of Westfield, during ceremo-
nies held at the Pentagon in December. Lieutenant Colonel Cosenza is assigned to
the office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Junk Mail Targeted For
Global Warming Action

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-22) of
Fanwood is proposing a No Junk Mail
list that she also claims would help
end global warming. “Global warm-
ing has put a whole new twist on the
old problem of junk mail,” Mrs.
Stender said. “Junk mail consumes
an enormous amount of energy. It is a
significant source of greenhouse gas
emissions and a burdensome cost for
taxpayers.”

She said that paper manufacturing
is the third-most energy-intensive of
all industries in the United States and
that the production of junk mail adds
printing and distribution. Disposal
adds more layers of energy for trans-
portation, landfilling, recycling or
incineration. In a typical year, an es-
timated 5.4 million tons of junk mail
are disposed of, much of it unopened.
The amount of residential waste pro-
duced each day has risen 28 percent
in the last 10 years, from 7.4 pounds
per person in 1996 to 9.5 pounds per
person in 2006.

The legislation proposed by Mrs.
Stender, A4109, would establish a
“No Mail List” under the New Jersey
Division of Consumer Affairs. For
residents on the “No Mail List,” most
unsolicited catalogs and commercial
mail from businesses would auto-
matically stop. Tax-exempt organi-

zations that are covered by Chapter
501(c)(3) of the federal tax code
would still be able to conduct unso-
licited mailings for charity.

Similar legislation is under consid-
eration in Colorado, Connecticut, Ha-
waii, Maryland, Michigan, Missouri,
New York, Texas and Washington.

In addition to stopping junk mail,
New Jersey residents can reduce pa-
per-related global warming emissions
by switching to 100-percent recycled
copier paper, stationery and other re-
cycled paper products. Recycled pa-
per saves trees and requires far less
energy than paper made from new
wood pulp.

“Many New Jersey residents are con-
cerned about global warming and want
to take meaningful action. We don’t
need our own mail boxes working
against us,” Mrs. Stender said. “Con-
trol over junk mail belongs squarely in
the hands of concerned citizens.”

Other ways to save paper include
using cloth towels and napkins instead
of disposable paper products, bring-
ing a canvas tote when shopping in-
stead of taking the disposable bags
provided by stores and recycling all
clean household waste paper includ-
ing junk mail, magazines, newspa-
pers, old schoolwork and phone books.

For more information, contact Mrs.
Stender’s office at (908) 668-1900.

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

FEATURED ITEM:

From Everywhere at Every Price

Taltarni Three

Monks Cabernet /

Merlot  $15.99

Ch. Des

Hospitaliers St.

Christol Coteaux-

du-Langudoc Blanc

2006  $13.99

Dom. Gasnier

Chinon Les Graves

2005  $15.99

On St. Patrick’s Day, skip all the bars and hoopla and pour a bit of
this in your glass at home.  Drop in an ice cube for a minute, and
let it chill the whiskey just a touch, enough to let the fragrance
open.  And pour one for your love, and taste the honeyed malt,
leather and vanilla.  Open your book of Yeats and read, “when

you are old and gray and full of sleep . . .” – because the best of
Irish days deserve the very best in Irish poetry and the very best

of Irish whiskey.  Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

Midleton Irish Whiskey
$115.00

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

WINTER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 03/21/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $54.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

A cooler climate Australian
blend that shows the real

diversity of Australian
climates.  Subtle herbs and

firm dusty tannins are
balanced by natural acidity.
Plum and blackberry fruits,
hints of herb, chocolate and

tobacco.  A lovely note of
licorice on the finish.  Try

this with a rib roast.

Don’t worry about
pronouncing all of that, just
enjoy this wonderful bright

blend of Rousanne,
Marsanne and Rolle.  An

organic wine that shows the
virtues of minimal

handling.  All kinds of
honeysuckle, citrus and

floral, against a solid
mineral background.  A
salad, a light fish dish or

just on its own.

Cabernet Franc may well be
the most under appreciated
red grape in the world.  It is

lively and long on the
palate.  This one is also

biodynamic.  And it goes
with almost anything.

Cedar and red fruit tones are
in perfect balance with the

tomato leaf, herb and
licorice accent.  The fresh
acidity adds to its food

friendly nature.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm


