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‘Underwhelmed’ Board Asks
Charlie Brown’s to Revise Plans

SP Rec. Dept. Seeks Staff,
Ponders Partnership With FW

Marks, Glover Clash Over
Letter on Golf Facilities

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Tempers
flared at the township council’s bud-
get meeting on Saturday when Mayor
Martin Marks and Councilman Kevin
Glover sparred over a recent letter to
local newspapers in which Mr. Glover
criticized council Republicans for
objecting to his request for financial
information for Scotch Hills Country
Club and also expressed his skepti-
cism about anticipated revenue from
the new mini-golf facility.

The mayor told Mr. Glover, a
Democrat who was elected in No-
vember, that his eight weeks on the
council were akin to “a bull in a china
shop,” and he accused Mr. Glover of
having gone “behind our backs to put
misrepresentations in the paper” in-
stead of discussing the matter di-
rectly with his council colleagues.

Mr. Glover, saying he was “respon-
sible to the citizens” of Scotch Plains,
said all he seeks is financial data about
the operations at the golf facilities
because he wanted to “raise issues that
are important to the township.”

The exchange occurred near the end
of the council’s Saturday afternoon
budget meeting examining the 2007
parks and recreation department bud-
get. Two weeks ago at the council’s
conference meeting, Mr. Glover re-
peated a request he and fellow Demo-
crat Jeffrey Strauss made weeks earlier
to be provided with a monthly break-
down of revenues and expenditures for
both the country club and the mini-golf
facility that opened last October.

At the February 20 meeting, Mayor
Marks asked Mr. Glover to write a
memorandum detailing what finan-
cial information he would like to re-
ceive monthly and what the council
might do with that data so that his
request could be forwarded to the ap-
propriate departments for their input.

In a letter printed in the March 1
edition of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, Mr. Glover said his earlier
request for information had caused
“an uproar” from the mayor, Deputy
Mayor Paulette Coronato and Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool, the three
Republicans on the governing body.
He also questioned how much rev-
enue the township would actually re-
alize from the mini-golf course.

At Saturday’s budget meeting,
when the discussion turned to the
golf facilities and Mr. Glover’s re-
quest for revenue and expenditure
reports came up, the mayor asked
him to put it in writing in a memoran-
dum to the council “instead of a let-
ter-to-the-editor so that nothing can
be misinterpreted” and so that Chief
Financial Officer Lori Majeski would
be clear on what he was requesting.

Mr. Glover said township officials
last year had said the mini-golf course
would generate $100,000 annually
for the township. The 2007 budget
proposal, he pointed out, anticipates
about $58,000.

“We had this expectation of bring-
ing in $100,000 of revenue,” Mr.
Glover said, asking “why we went
from very optimistic figures [last
October]” to a lower figure at present.

The mayor said mini-golf revenue
could total $100,000 per year, but “I
never said it’d be a net (revenue of
$100,000).”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Representa-
tives of Charlie Brown’s agreed last
Thursday to submit alternative de-
signs for a new North Avenue restau-
rant after the township zoning board
of adjustment said it was, in Chair-
man Jim Fawcett’s words, “a little
underwhelmed” by the original site
plan.

The restaurant seeks a use variance
and site-plan approval from the board
so that it can rebuild the restaurant
that was destroyed by a January 24
fire.

At last week’s meeting, architect
Salvatore Lauro showed renderings
of the new establishment, which
would be about 1,700 square feet
larger than the former building but,

unlike its predecessor, would be a
one-story structure. He said there
would be seating for 210 patrons, a
few seats less than the previous build-
ing, and that the new building would
have a sprinkler system.

The proposed exterior design of
the new building showed it to be
unlike the former building or the other
Charlie Brown’s restaurants in the
area, which resemble old farmhouses.

Mr. Lauro’s sketches showed a low,
box-shaped, one-story building with
a flat roof and multiple large win-
dows flanking the front entrance,
which would be at ground level.

The new building, the design of
which, he said, is part of Charlie
Brown’s corporate branding strategy,
“is going to blend well with the envi-
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Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IF IT’S SPRING, IT MUST BE PANCAKE BREAKFAST TIME…Keeping with tradition, the Scotch Plains Lions Club held
its annual pancake breakfast, featuring eggs, sausage and bacon at the Scotch Hills Country Club last Sunday. The Scotch Plains
chapter of the international Lions organization actively helps the blind and visually impaired, provides free eye screenings
during Scotch Plains Health Fair Day and contributes to local charities. Above, longtime pancake-breakfast cook Lance Booth
makes hundreds of pancakes during the morning to serve breakfast attendees. Inset, Scotch Plains resident Maighread Lutz,
7, and her little sister, Aoife, 1, enjoy breakfast with their family, who attends the breakfast annually.

Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!Spring Ahead!
Daylight Saving Time

Sunday, March 11, 2 a.m.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULFILLING A DREAM AT ATLANTIC CITY…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Pat Mineo lifts his arms in triumph after claiming a 5-1 decision over
Mark Hague of Kingsway to place in the “Elite Eight” in the 145-lb class at the
NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic City March 2-4. See story on page 11.

4 Candidates Seek 2 Open
Seats on SP-F School Board

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The four-can-
didate race for two Scotch Plains seats
on the local board of education offi-
cially began last week. Candidates
will run for seats currently held by
Tom Russo, board president, and
Craig Nowlin, both of whom are not
seeking re-election. The Fanwood seat
is unopposed. The vote will be de-
cided on Tuesday, April 17.

David Gorbunoff, a resident of
Algonquin Drive, is making his sec-
ond consecutive run at a seat on the
board of education.

“I felt I have something to give
(back) to the district,” Mr. Gorbunoff
said when asked why he decided to
run this year.

The 15-year resident is director of
operations for the E-Rate Program, a
federal-funding program that provides
$2.5 billion annually to schools and
libraries nationwide for telecommu-
nications services and Internet access.
Prior to that, he worked for 13 years as
a contractor in construction trades and
five years as an auditor in the property
and casualty insurance industry.

“I think these three (positions) give
me very good experience that our
district can benefit from,” Mr.
Gorbunoff said.

The candidate has coached Little
League and served as a basketball
coach in the township’s recreation
department.

Nancy Bauer, a Canterbury Drive
resident, has lived in the township
since 1990. Her daughter graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School last year, and her son is cur-
rently a student at the high school.

The candidate is completing her
term as president of the SPFHS Ice
Hockey Association. She is also a
former Girl Scout leader.

She said her decision to run for the
BOE was “more of an issue of time.”

“Maybe I would be a different voice
(on the board),” she said.

She is employed as director of field
experiences within the Department of
Education at William Paterson Uni-
versity in Wayne, where she works in
professional development for educa-
tion majors and helps find placements
in school districts for student teachers.

She holds an undergraduate degree
in elementary education and a master’s
degree in early-childhood education.

“The whole gamut is important to
me,” she said. “I just want the best

education in Scotch Plains that we
can (have).”

Jane Costello of Elizabeth Avenue,
a stay-at-home mom, has three chil-
dren – two attend McGinn Elemen-
tary School and one attends Terrill
Middle School.

The seven-and-a-half year resident
is vice president of the McGinn Par-
ent-Teacher Association and was pre-
viously a special-education teacher
for autistic children in New York City
and New Jersey.

She told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she has attended
BOE meetings on a number of issues
of interest, including the district’s
nutritional policy and the McGinn
playground, which was discussed a
few years ago.

“I like the way they (the school
board) work,” she said. “I find them
to be very professional.”

Ms. Costello said math and lan-
guage arts are two areas that she
“would like to be involved in.”

John Kubie of Shirwood Drive in
Scotch Plains will make his second
consecutive run for the BOE. “Looking
back, it was very difficult for a new-
comer to get on the board (last year).”
With two open seats this year, he hopes
he has a “better shot” for a victory.

“My focus is in the education side of
how the board works,” Mr. Kubie told
The Times, noting his specific inter-
ests lie in science and technology.
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
recreation officials last week asked
the township council for at least one
new employee to assist with adminis-
tering an increased number of pro-
grams, while Councilman Kevin
Glover said he favors talking with
Fanwood officials about having the
borough be “a partner” in maintain-
ing ballfields in Scotch Plains that are
used by Fanwood youths.

At last Saturday’s three-hour bud-
get meeting examining the proposed
2007 parks and recreation budget,
Recreation Director Ray Poerio noted
that while the number of programs
his department offers has increased
fourfold this decade — from 25 to
about 100 — the number of staff
members administering them has re-
mained the same.

“We’re near the breaking point,” he
told the council, saying the depart-
ment needs at least one new em-
ployee, preferably a night-time su-
pervisor for evening activities and/
or an additional maintenance person
for the new and renovated fields near-
ing completion, or it might be forced
to cut back its programs.

Multiple projects are in the works
or are nearing completion, including
the renovated baseball field on Route
22, the renovated and lit ballfields at

the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools on Raritan Road and
the expansion of fields at Jerseyland
Park, and proposed lit soccer field
behind the southside firehouse on
Martine Avenue.

Mr. Poerio said a new nighttime
supervisor would be able to coordi-
nate and oversee evening recreation
activities, especially with the lit fields
at the Vo-Tech School and, possibly,
the proposed lit soccer field. He said
a new maintenance position would
“lessen the load” on the present de-
partment staff, especially given the
host of newly renovated fields soon to
be ready for play.

“If we’re going to invest in these
new facilities,” he said, “we have to
make sure we maintain them.”

Mr. Glover asked, “Why is
Fanwood not being asked to be a
partner in maintaining the fields?”
He noted that Fanwood youths make
up “a significant percentage” of the
participants in the various joint base-
ball and soccer leagues that utilize
fields in Scotch Plains.

“They get the better end of it,” he
said.

Mr. Glover said it would be helpful
if the council could examine the reg-
istration records of the joint leagues
to see what percentage of players
were from Fanwood. Township offi-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEEKING RE-ELECTION…Former Governor Brendan Byrne, third from
left, was the guest speaker at Monday night’s fundraiser for the re-election bid
of Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, left. Also pictured are Lorryn Gumble and
New Jersey State Democratic Chairman and Assemblyman Joe Cryan (LD-20,
Union).

Fanwood Council Introduces
Proposed Municipal Budget

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the borough council at a special
meeting Tuesday night introduced a
proposed municipal budget totaling
more than $8.2 million. The 2006 bud-
get rang up at about $7.9 million.

Mayor Mahr and borough officials
said that the “introduced” budget would

not be the same as the final spending
plan, which they expect to adopt after
a public hearing this summer.

The borough’s chief financial of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, said the intro-
duced budget’s tax levy is so far about
$750,000 (or about 7 percent) more
than the current budget, resulting from
increased pension, insurance and re-
gional sewerage costs.

“The rest of the budget is pretty
flat,” Mr. Tomkins said, pointing to
individual municipal department bud-
gets and a proposed salary increase of
3 percent.

Mr. Tomkins said the borough’s tax
ratables base is “up nearly $1 mil-
lion,” which he said is “not bad for a
small municipality.”

Mr. Tomkins said the borough could
expect its ratables base to increase
even more within the next several years,
as multiple ongoing downtown rede-
velopment projects “come on-line.”

Officials decided to introduce the
budget Tuesday night in order to meet
the March 12 deadline for applying to
the state’s “extraordinary municipal
aid” program. The borough received
$350,000 in such aid (awarded on a
competitive basis) last year, limiting
the increase in the municipal tax rate.

The state funding cannot be used to
“enhance spending,” officials said.

Mr. Tomkins said the aid applica-
tion process “is somewhat cumber-
some, but we have done well in the
past,” receiving funding in two out of
the last three years.

Mr. Tomkins said the borough will
focus on its successes in shared-ser-
vices initiatives and redevelopment
efforts, since the state looks for mu-
nicipalities that try “to lower their own
tax burden” when making aid awards.

Regarding the “flat” budgets sub-
mitted by the borough’s departments,
Councilwoman Donna Dolce com-
mended department heads for being
“willing to live on the amount we
give them without reducing services.”

Councilman Joseph Higgins added,
“I give them a lot of credit.”

Ms. Dolce also pointed to the
borough’s successes in sharing services.
“Sometimes, if you can’t raise the
bridge, you lower the water,” she said.

Council President Katherine
Mitchell expressed frustration with

SP-F Board of Ed. Tentative Budget
Cuts Freshman Sports, ROTC

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recommen-
dations in the tentative 2007-2008
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education $72-million budget and
$65.45-million tax levy include po-
tentially dropping freshman sports at
the high school, the ROTC program
and fifth- and sixth-grade German, a
paring down of middle-school com-
petitive athletics and postponing
school roof repairs.

At the BOE’s final budget work-
shop Tuesday night, board member
Linda Nelson characterized the bud-
get trimming as “distasteful.”

Referring to the upcoming bond
referendum that requests funds from
voters to refurbish and improve the
football and soccer fields and the
track at the high school, board mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner said, “It
seems ironic that we’re going to cut
our freshman sports teams and build
these new fields.”

Seven of nine board members at-
tended the meeting, and most of them
nodded their heads at Mrs. Woerner’s
observation. Board members Sasha
Slocum and Warren McFall were ab-
sent.

Clarifying the loss of freshman
sports for the record, Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Hayes said the
loss of freshman sports at SPFHS did
not mean freshmen would not be able
to compete athletically.

“They will go from eighth grade to
having to compete for a spot on a
junior varsity team. It does not mean
that they will go from eighth to ninth
with no option (for sports),” Ms.
Hayes said.

Traditionally, sophomores com-
prise junior varsity teams.

The tentative budget, prepared by
Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi, recommends combining the
competitive sports teams of both
middle schools into one team per
sport. Only track is excluded from the
suggested mergers.

While board members repeatedly
returned to debating potential losses
to the athletic program, they also gri-
maced at recommended reductions in
staff and changes to the academic
program. Mr. DelSordi presented the
following staff reduction options to
the board: cutting media specialists
at the high school from two to one,
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