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The February 20 meet in Bayonne
more than lived up to expectations,
with WHS advancing after a 93-77
nail-biter. (Westfield then beat
Ridgewood 99-71 in the state semifi-
nals last Thursday.) Harley (200, 500
free) and DeLaFuente (200 IM, 100
fly) were double winners, and
Meserole captured the 100 back-
stroke, but again it was the team’s
depth of talent that pulled it through

against Bridgewater.
Coming into the B-R meet with a

3,756 power point average, WHS
improved to 4,154 against
Bridgewater. That total would im-
prove to 4,310 in the state final, a total
surpassed only one time — by the
powerhouse 2003 state championship
team led by Zach Coppa and Vinny
Shen — in the last 14 boys swim
seasons.

“It’s been a great four years; four
county titles, two sectional titles and
a state title,” Baran said. “Until you’ve
experienced Westfield boys swim-
ming, you can’t know the feelings we
have for each other. It’s hard to real-
ize that it’s over.”
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LadyDevils Win
Public A Crown

CHW Boys Stop Blue Devils
For Public ‘A’ Swim Crown

CHE Edges Blue Devils
For Group 4 Kegling Title

Cherry Hill East (CHE) High
School, the South Jersey Sectional
Champions, won the Group 4 State
bowling championship by virtue of a
23 total pin count (3,095-3,072) over
the Westfield Blue Devils, who fin-
ished second, at Brunswick Zone
Carolier Lanes in East Brunswick on
February 19. CHE went on to win the
Tournament of Champions in the best-
of-five Baker format over No. 1 ranked
Woodbridge.

The Blue Devils were matched up
against Central Jersey Sectional
Champion South Brunswick in the
Group 4 finals and came away with a
convincing, 7-0 victory by a 3,072-
2,771 score. Senior Co-Captain
Harrison Mercado rolled a team-high
series of 695 (221, 214) and a high
game of 260 – the third highest of the
day, which earned him a trophy. Alex
Wronski had a high game of 247 and
a 643 series. Junior Eric Curialle had
a triplicate as he had three, 209 games
for a 627 series. Senior Co-Captain
Bryan Elsasser had a two-game total
of 397 (high game of 204). Junior
Arley Rojas rolled a 173 and junior
Brett Ettinger had a three game total
of 537.

CHE was matched up against Cen-
tral Jersey runner-up Howell and won
3,095-2,721.

“It was difficult for us to watch as
Cherry Hill won the championship,
knowing that we had the same fire-
power necessary to win the champion-
ship,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Mike Tirone. “Becoming the state
champion is difficult due to the many
times there is a chance that may you
lose anywhere along the way. You just
need to keep on winning by a large

scores, usually 3,050 or above if you
are going to beat all the teams in the
tournament on that one particular day.”

The rest of the Group 4 field had
Brick Memorial third at 3,059. Bergen
Catholic was fourth with a 2,962.
Bayonne took fifth at 2,943. Linden
was sixth at 2,923. South Brunswick
was seventh at 2,771. Howell fin-
ished eighth at 2,721. Clifton took
ninth at 2,663 and Paramus Catholic
finished 10th at 2,628. All of the
Group 4 teams were rated by The
Star-Ledger in the top 20 before the
playoffs. Westfield was ranked No. 3.

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Maybe one of the joys of swim-
ming is that there are actually ways to
determine how well you performed.
Unlike other sports, which have more
undefinable ways of knowing whether
or not somebody had “a good game,”
swimming has stopwatches and com-
puter touchpads at the finish. And the
clock never lies.

So, while the Westfield High School
boys swim team had to settle for a
runnerup finish in Sunday’s state
Public A championship meet (losing
89-81 to Cherry Hill West), there was
no doubting how well they had per-
formed in a meet before a complete
overflow, turn-away crowd at the
College of New Jersey. The crowd
was even larger than Saturday’s
matchup between No. 1 St. August-
ine Prep and No. 2 St. Joseph.

“The guys did an awesome job,
every one of them,” senior Co-Cap-
tain P.J. Harley said. “We did every-
thing we could do.”

Cherry Hill West’s strength is its
sprint freestyles, which is also
Westfield’s semi-weak spot.

“We needed 81 points going into
that (last) relay, considering the
strength of their freestylers,” first-
year coach Jeff Knight said. “We sort
of knew they would take 1-3 (10
points), so with four for second we’d
have 85 and that’d be co-champs. But
we didn’t have 81. Still, we swam
some of our best times today and
there’s no shame in that. I’m proud of
every single one of our guys.”

Harley won the 200 and 500
freestyles, senior Co-Captain Luke
Baran captured the 100 backstroke in
a lifetime best 55.52 and juniors Chris
DeLaFuente (2:02 IM, 49.7 100 free)
and Matt Green (22.4 50, 50.02 100)
had lifetime bests in their two indi-
viduals.

But the two guys whose times re-
ally stood out were senior Co-Cap-
tain Colin Sullivan and junior Matt

Blutfield. Sullivan dropped four sec-
onds his 100 butterfly for a 57.11 and
then cut six seconds in his 100 breast-
stroke for a 1:03.68. Blutfield did a
lifetime best 56.24 in the 100 fly, and
a high school-best 1:03.50 in the 100
breaststroke (tying him with two-time
state champion Joe Wilson on The
Top 15 list).

Other standout efforts were by Mike
Oster (1:51 in the 200 free), Matt
Morgan (1:54 200 free, 5:13 500 free),
Matt Meserole (56 back), Jack
Trimble (24.0 50), Baran (56.5 fly),
Andrew Cordiero (54 100 free), Evan
Paulan (1 100 back) and Matt Gelmetti
(53.9 100 free). And just about every-
body who swam on a relay did a
lifetime best split.

“I’m so proud of every guy on this
team, they’re like my brothers and I
love them,” a teary Sullivan said.
“Being on the swim team has been
the best thing I’ve ever done … OK,
maybe except having Casey El Koury
as my girlfriend.”

To get to the state final, WHS had
to get past defending state champion
Bridgewater-Raritan, which had
eliminated the Blue Devils in the last
two North 2 Public A sectional finals.

It’s almost frightening to think of
adding anything that would make the
WHS lineup more powerful.

The Pirates of WW-P South won
the opening medley relay, but WHS
cruised in with a 2-3. Kuska just
missed her school record in the 200
with a 1:55.41, and freshmen Jill
Kandigan and Meredith Smith went
3-5. Then Fraser finished second in
the 200-individual medley, just miss-
ing the school record with a 2:11+.
Lemberg won the 50 free in a sizzling
24.54 (No. 2 all-time at WHS) and
Liz Hawkins (25.14) and Sullivan
(26.05) finished 2-5 for a 33-29 lead.
WHS would never trail.

“I couldn’t believe my time,”
Hawkins said. “It’s a drop of six-tenths
of a second from my best, and it’s not
easy to drop that much in the 50.”

Kate Winters won the 100 butterfly
for WW-P South (15-1), but again
Kandigan, Reyes and Isabella came
in 2-3-4 for a 9-7 advantage in points.

“I’m so, so happy for Chrissy
Isabella,” Ruszala said. “She’s a high
school-only swimmer and she works
so hard. It’s great to see her get a time
like that in her last high school swim.”

“It’s something I’ll never forget,
ever,” a smiling Isabella said.

The score kept mounting after that.
Lemberg won the 100 in 53.42, Kuska
came within a whisker of the school
record in the 500 free with a super-
fast 5:05.88.

Then it was Fraser’s turn in the
backstroke. “I’ve been chasing that
record (Brandeis Wright’s 1:01.53 in
1989) for four years, and to get it in
this meet is unbelievable, it’s beyond
ecstatic,” she said.

WW-P South got a win in the breast-
stroke from freshman Rebecca
Lewinson, but Katie Morgan (1:09+),
Catherine Maguire (1:10+) and Katie
Heffernan (1:12+) all posted season-
best times to go 2-3-4 and put the
meet away.

While WHS graduates 13 seniors
— who range from super talented
(Morgan, Reyes, Darrell Ann Smith,
Fraser, Cederroth, McCurdy), to solid
(Isabella), to good, and also super
talented cheerers/teammates (Caitlyn
Oster, Ilene Goodman, Beth Budnick,
Emily Bregman, Nicole DeBenedetto,
Erica Kettelson) — and loses its
coach, there is plenty of talent return-
ing. Kuska, Lemberg and Hawkins
figure to continue rewriting the record
board, and Kandigan, Maguire,
Heffernan, Meredith Smith, Sullivan,
Stephanie Albright, Emily Budnick,
Kelsey Wilson, Kyle Higgins and
Elaine Anderson are all battle-tested
veterans now.

“It’s time to move on,” a teary
Ruszala said. “But today is some-
thing I’m never going to ever forget.”

Cager Klimowicz Earns
All-NJAC First Team
EWING, NJ. – Sophomore Hillary

Klimowicz of Scotch Plains was one
of two players from The College of
New Jersey women’s basketball team
to be honored as they landed spots on
the All-New Jersey Athletic Confer-
ence basketball teams. Klimowicz
was named to the First Team.

Klimowicz led the Lions in scoring
this season at a clip of 12.4 points per
game. She led the conference in field-
goal percentage connecting on 58.6
percent of her shots from the floor
(130-for-222). She also ranked sec-
ond in the NJAC in free throws at 81.8
percent.

Defensively, Klimowicz led the
Lions with 75 blocked shots (second
in conference) and grabbed 7.4 re-
bounds (ninth in NJAC). Klimowicz
recorded nine double-doubles and was
also named to the Salem State Col-
lege All-Tournament Team. She led
the team in scoring on 13 occasions
and in rebounding 12 times.

Lady Devil Cagers Rap
N. Hunterdon, 63-48

Freshman Diana Venezia pulled
down 13 rebounds to set a Westfield
High School girls basketball season
record of 192 in a 63-48 Blue Devil
victory over visiting North Hunterdon
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament on
February 26. The previous record of
179 was set by teammate Stephanie
Slodyczka in the 2004-05 season.

Venezia finished with 18 points,
including 10 of 11 from the line. Erin
Miller (7 assists) hit 11 of 12 from the
line and finished with 16 points. Gab
O’Leary (3 steals, 3 rebounds) netted
nine points and Tara Handza (2 as-
sists) finished with 13 points.
Slodyczka and Keri Pringle (3 re-
bounds) had three points each and
Katie Cronen had four rebounds.
N. Hunterdon   8   9 17 14 48
Westfield (19-8) 27 10 13 13 63
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BLUE DEVIL CLEAN SWEEP…Pictured, left to right, Blue Devils Luke Baran,
Chris DeLaFuente and Matt Blutfield) swept the butterfly event from Bridgewater-
Raritan in the state sectional swimming championship in Bayonne. Chris took
first, Luke took second and Matt touched third in what proved to be a pivotal event
that helped Westfield gain its first sectional title in three years.

2007 Public A State Swim Champions

TOP OF THE HEAP…The Blue Devil girls swim team defeated West Windsor-
Plainsboro South for the Public A State championship.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield Westfield

Westfield Cranford

Traditionally styled 9 yr old CHC, EIK opens to fam. rm.,
wood flrs.  Gracious home for today’s lifestyle.  WSF0099

Charming 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath colonial in Wychwood.
Freshly painted exterior.  CAC, updated baths.  Beautifully
appointed.  WSF0059

Gracious classic 5 bedroom, 3 full, 2 half bath Tudor on
almost half an acre in historic Stoneleigh Park.  Huge
kitchen.  WSF0084

Exquisite 11 room home.  5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, gourmet
kitchen opens to family room, conservatory/media room
and more.  WSF9863

College Estates ranch.  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, sunny fam-
ily room, updated eat-in kitchen and baths.  Approxi-
mate 1/3 acres.  WSF0866

Westfield

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$2,150,000 $899,000 $1,250,000

$1345,000 $635,000Cranford
Circa 1890 classic beauty.  An architectural jewel with 6
bedroms, intricate woodwork & more enhanced by pic-
turesque grounds. WSF0077

$869,900


