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ZAZZALI HITS 2 FREE THROWS WITH :08 LEFT IN OT

Lady Raider B’ballers Sting
Tigers in UCT Seesaw Battle

VENEZIA SCORES 22, BONARD NAILS KEY 3-POINTER

Blue Devil Hoop Boys Reject
Basketball Warriors, 55-51

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The emotional seesaw of joy-to-
heartbreak-to-joy tipped in favor of
the third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball team when senior guard Allie
Zazzali went to the line and hit both
of her free throws with eight seconds
remaining in overtime to earn her
team a 54-52 victory over 10th-seeded
Linden in the semifinals of the Frank
J. Cicarell Union County Tournament
at the Dunn Center in Elizabeth on
February 21.

Zazzali hit a game-high 28 points
(23 in regulation, including four 3-
pointers) and sank 12 of her 14 free
throws, including five of six in over-
time. On several occasions, her 3-
pointers and free throws caused the
seesaw to shift in the 15-8 Raiders’
direction.

“It was like free throw for free
throw, free throw for free throw,” said
Zazzali. “I respect Linden but it was
like we had to win and with them it
was the same way. It was so hard
fought. Everyone’s heart was like lay-
ing there.”

The very first shift came early in
the first quarter when Zazzali hit her
first 3-pointer just after teammate
Kaylin Jaichon (6 points, 7 rebounds,
5 tipped shots) slid in a lay-up. Molly
Meehan (4 points, 4 assists, 2 steals)
followed with a 2-pointer, Zazzali
added two free throws and another 3-

pointer and Jaichon grabbed an of-
fensive rebound and answered with a
lay-up to give the Raiders a 14-2 lead.
The Raiders won the quarter, 16-8.

The Raiders were having much suc-
cess containing Tiger outside shooter
Maesoon Deeb, who sank only three
of her nine points in the first half, but
it was Deonna Overton (8 rebounds,
17 points) who was giving the Raiders
headaches under both boards, espe-
cially in the second quarter where the
13-11 Tigers went on a 16-4 run to take
a 24-20, halftime lead.

“We missed 10-12 chippies. We
had some good shots. They just
weren’t going down. We got the ball
inside. We got called for a walk. We
stole the ball. We got called for a
walk. We turned the ball right back
over to them,” said Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis.

With their feet dangling at the top

of the seesaw, Lauren Mains (5 re-
bounds, 3 assists, 2 steals) gave the
Raiders some solid footing with a 3-
pointer early in the third quarter.
Zazzali followed with a lay-up and
two 3-pointers and Jackie Law (7
rebounds, 8 points, 3 assists, 2 steals)
hit for two as the Raiders won the
quarter, 13-4, to take a 33-28 lead.

“Our strategy was to get it inside
and they knew that but our three-
pointers were falling,” explained
Zazzali.

“We were trying to go inside out,”
said Davis. “They were double team-

ing Zazzali, rolling up on her every
chance they got. We were trying to
get the ball to the high post and Jackie
was kicking it back out to them. If
you go inside out, you get those better
shots. We weren’t doing that in the
second quarter.”

Each team was banging its end of
the seesaw on the ground in the fourth
quarter but the Tigers weighed in a bit
heavier and cut the Raiders’ lead to
43-42 with 1:26 remaining in regula-
tion when Deeb sank a 2-pointer.
Zazzali answered with two free throws
but Arsola Hooper (8 points) hit a lay-
up and Deeb sank two from the line to
give the Tigers a 46-45 lead. Law
then took matters into her hands when
she went to the line and hit both of her
free throws, making the score 47-46.

Then after the Tigers missed a lay-
up, it looked as if victory was at hand

when Emily Meehan (4 re-
bounds, 5 points) grabbed the
rebound and was fouled with
two seconds left. Heartbreak
followed. Meehan missed
both free throws and at-
tempted a rebound, but was
called for fouling, sending
Hooper to the line for two
shots with just one second on
the clock.

“Her teammates picked her
up. We made a lot of mistakes
in the game but we hung in
there,” said coach Davis.

“Right then, it was, ‘Are
you serious?’ We were so
happy because we had just
taken the lead. It was the hard-
est game I have ever played,”
said Zazzali.

Hooper hit her first shot and
missed the second to force
overtime.

Overton scored first in over-
time but Jaichon hit for two
and Zazzali sank three of four
from the line to put the Raid-

ers in front, 52-49.
“My hands were shaking. My legs

were starting to give out. I was so
nervous but I am very comfortable on
the free throw line,” commented
Zazzali.

Overton answered with a lay-up
and Hooper hit a free throw with 20
seconds left to tie the score. The ball
went into the hands of Zazzali who
drew the foul and sank both shots to
send the Raiders into a showdown
with Westfield for the championship.
Linden   8 16   4 19 5 52
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 16   4 13 14 7 54

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior point guard Tom Bonard
answered a 3-pointer with a key 3-
pointer of his own in the final 30
seconds to put the Westfield High
School boys basketball team in the
driver’s seat en route to a 55-51 vic-
tory over Watchung Hills in Westfield
on February 22. The 16-8 Blue Dev-
ils’ effectiveness with their inside-
out game in the second quarter also
proved to be a key factor in their
victory.

“In the second quarter, the coach
said to work it around and take our
best shots, work inside out and it paid
off,” said senior Mike Venezia, who
scored 22 points to up his career var-
sity total to 1,032.

The Blue Devils and the 15-9 War-
riors traded punches in the first quar-
ter and came up with a 14-14 stand-
off. Bonard, who finished with 12
points and five rebounds, made a lay-
up and fed Dan Pritsker and Tony
DiIorio, who each nailed a 3-pointer.
Warrior Jesse Ross (20 points) and
Justin Matisak (14 points) each rolled
in two lay-ups, while Eric Kane and
Kyle Rawson each sank a 3-pointer.

The second quarter began with

Venezia drawing a foul underneath
the basket and converting both free
throws. Next, Bonard went outside
with a 3-pointer, drew a foul and sank
the free throw. Venezia, who buck-
eted nine points in the quarter, came
inside and pushed in a lay-up, then
went outside and pumped in a 3-

pointer, then followed with another
lay-up. Chris Jenkins added a lay-up
as the Blue Devils won the quarter,
15-8, to take a 29-22 lead at the half.
Bonard and Mike Lessner (1 point)
added assists in the successful action.

“We were working well as a team.
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Topping 1,000 Career Points

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING FOR THE REBOUND…Blue Devil Mike Lessner, No. 32, reaches for the rebound in the game with Watchung
Hills. The Blue Devils defeated the visiting Warriors, 55-51,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING A REAL THRILLER…The Raider girls rejoice just after defeating Linden, 54-
52, in overtime to advance to the Union County championship game with Westfield.

A SCORING SENSATION…Blue Devil senior Mike Venezia scored 22 points
against the Warriors to up his career total to 1,032.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS NEW CONSTRUCTION $899,900 WESTFIELD ENGLISH COLONIAL $1,199,000
Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bath English Colonial located on a tree-lined street.  Living room features a gas
fireplace with built-in bookcases, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors and chestnut
trim.  Finished basement, garage with loft space, deck and fenced-in backyard complete this lovely
home.  (052000911)

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $550,000
Gorgeous new 3,500+ SF Custom Colonial built by NCN Properties.  This home has a wonderful, open
floor plan & offers outstanding features & fine craftsmanship throughout.  Spacious 2-story foyer, tray
ceilings in LR & DR, FR with coffered ceilings & gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen & butler’s pantry w/
granite counters, library, mud room & ½ bath all on the 1st fl.  The 2nd fl. boasts a master suite w/his & her
walk-in closets & spa-like bath.  A Jack & Jill bathroom sits between two other bedrooms, and the 4th

bedroom has a private bath & walk-in closet.  The 2nd fl. laundry & 2-car built-in garage complete the
amenities of this fantastic home.  (052001722)

This immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial is bright, airy and ready for your family.  Enjoy
the spacious eat-in kitchen and let the 2nd floor laundry bring a smile to your face.  Of course it has central
air, hardwood floors, formal living room etc . . . and the golf course is only steps away! (052001184)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

WESTFIELD MUST SEE! $999,000
Unique 1982 Contemporary corner home featuring 3-4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, private 1st floor master
bedroom suite, inviting courtyard, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, custom built-ins galore.
Conveniently located to downtown and so much more.  (052001656)

BUY FOR $3,203/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/4  12-4PM $725,000
A pristine, beautifully constructed Colonial, boasting quality details & amenities.  Four bedrooms, 2 ½
baths, central air, central vacuum, tastefully decorated.  Full basement, tranquil yard with deck – great for
outdoor enjoyment, sprinkler system, oversized 2-car garage.  All this in move-in condition.  DIR: Terrill
rt on Raritan #1010 (052001616)

BUY FOR $3,512/MO.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $2,430/MO.

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$795,000

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½-3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Call Ralph for more information
at 908-591-6283  (052000589)


