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Governor Jon Corzine and state worker
unions closed in on a contract agreement
that would provide 13 percent in wage
increases over four years, but require
workers to make major concessions on
health insurance and pensions.

This deal represents a significant step
in the right direction for New Jersey. It
implements, to varying degrees, three of
the core reforms proposed by the Joint
Committee on Public Employee Benefits
Reform – It would require public employ-
ees to contribute to the cost of their health
care premiums, raise the retirement age
for future state workers from 55 to 60, and
cap the total amount of salary credited for
pension purposes at $97,200 annually.
Furthermore, the agreement would re-
quire public workers to contribute more
of their salary towards their pension ben-
efits.

While I have previously differed with
Governor Corzine regarding the best ap-
proach to dealing with our state’s bur-
geoning benefits crisis, I never doubted
his sincerity in tackling the problem. He
has managed to extract significant con-
cessions on pensions and health care ben-
efits at the bargaining table, saving New
Jersey taxpayers hundreds of millions of
dollars and creating a positive precedent
for cooperation with the unions. For this,
the Governor should be commended.

 Of course, there is still much work to
be done. One of the most significant rec-
ommendations made by the Joint Com-
mittee was to allow municipalities, school
districts, and other employers participat-
ing in the State Health Benefits Program
to negotiate health care premiums and

By Sal Caruana
Westfield Town Councilman

Editor’s Note: The following is the
first of a three-part series on Westfield
property taxes.

In 2006, the average residence in
Westfield paid approximately $10,935 in
total property taxes. Some other towns
like Westfield, which also do not have
industry to help share the tax burden,
compared as follows: Livingston,
$10,073; Montclair, $13,547; Short Hills,
$16,511, and Chatham, $9,850. Even with
a modest amount of industry, the average
property tax bill in Summit was $12,566.

The Town of Westfield has the respon-
sibility to collect the property tax on be-
half of the board of education, Union
County and our own municipality. In
2006 the average tax of $10,935 would
have been divided this way: board of
education, $6,819 (62.36 percent); Union
County, $2,270 (20.76 percent), and Town
of Westfield, $1,846 (16.88 percent). As
the joint “tax collector,” the Town of
Westfield bears financial risk in that it
must guarantee and still make timely pay-
ment to the county and board of education
on the portion of the tax owed to each by
Westfield property owners whose pay-
ments are late, delinquent or in arrears.

To be clear, the only portion of your
property tax bill that was controlled by
the Westfield Town Council in 2006 was
the municipal component — $1,846 —
for the average household. The 2006
municipal tax was calculated based upon
the estimated amount that was needed
($19,019,139) to balance the town’s op-
erating budget ($33,962,945) after first
taking into account all other anticipated
sources of revenue ($14,943,806).

The municipal portion of the tax bill —
$19,019,139 — was allocated to each
property based upon it’s assessed value as
a percentage of the net assessed value of
all the taxable properties in town, which
was $1.85 billion. Typically the assessed
value of your property in 2006 repre-
sented about 26 percent of its market
value. Using this calculation, the approxi-
mate 2006 market value of the 9,785
business and residential properties in the
town was $7.13 billion.

What are the services the town is deliv-
ering to you and your family (or business)
at an average annual (and tax-deductible)
cost of $1,846 per property? Is each house-
hold getting reasonable value from our
municipality for an average cost of $154
per month?

Here are the services provided by the
Town of Westfield for your tax dollars: a
police department of 59 professionals,
five traffic officers and 14 volunteer spe-
cial officers and a full-time fire depart-
ment of 40 professionals and 15 volun-
teers. These are highly-trained individu-
als who protect our community, our citi-
zens and our homes 24/7; a public works
department of 41 professionals who main-
tain our 227 acres of parks and fields and
110 miles of roads, as well as plow our
streets, collect our leaves and oversee
sewage and wastewater management; a
recreation department of eight profes-
sionals and over 100 seasonal staff mem-
bers who provided over 75 recreational
programs to our community in 2006 and
manage our recreational facilities; a full-
service public library with 190,000 vol-
umes, 30 employees and over 650 com-
munity programs last year.

Other services our municipality pro-
vides include 44 school crossing guards,
senior transportation, street lighting,
TV36, bi-weekly recycling, public health
services, maintenance of traffic lights and
signage, a conservation center and pres-
sure testing and maintenance of our fire

hydrant system. The town also supports
the efforts of an outstanding volunteer
rescue squad of over 140 volunteers by
providing retirement benefits through a
program called Length of Service Award
Program (LOSAP). In addition, the town
is responsible for the operation of it’s
municipal court which last year held over
90 sessions, and also for many adminis-
trative functions, including tax collec-
tion, tax assessment, engineering, sur-
veying, building inspection and zoning.
In 2006, our building departments ac-
cepted and supervised over 2,600 new
permits for home additions, renovations
and new construction.

Like many other communities, to gov-
ern cost-effectively, Westfield relies on
the efforts of volunteers who are commit-
ted to public service. Our mayor and
council are elected to four-year terms
with a salary of one dollar per year. More
than 120 additional Westfield citizens
also serve as volunteers on various mu-
nicipal review boards, committees and
commissions to help make public policy.

It is also important for you to know that
some significant quasi-municipal services
are not paid for by your tax dollars. For
example, our outstanding Memorial Pool
is a separate utility that receives no tax
support, but rather is paid for solely by
users through membership fees. All of the
costs and activities of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, an organization
that brings enormous vitality to our down-
town and value to our community, are
funded by a special assessment ($390,970)
paid by the 202 properties that lie in our
central business district.

A recent strategy to lessen the tax bur-
den on the general population and more
equitably distribute costs is to rely more
on user fees in select situations. For ex-
ample, each participant in youth athletics
pays a small $10 user fee, and these funds
are dedicated for field improvements. By
sharing a small portion of some costs with
its heaviest users, government can try to
bring a measure of relief to all taxpayers,

particularly to our seniors, many of whom
need it most.

Think about what monthly expenses
average $154 in your own household (a
monthly NJ Transit pass to New York
City costs $180) and compare those ex-
penses to all the municipal services that
are being supplied at an average monthly
price of $154 to help provide you and
your family with an outstanding quality
of life in Westfield. Would you give up
this package of municipal services (in-
cluding full-time police, fire and EMT
protection) to save $154 a month?

At an average cost of $154 per month,
our residents are getting exceptional value
from the town, it’s 250 employees and
more than 260 municipal volunteers. But
there is always room for improvement.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and the Westfield
Town Council continue to seek cost sav-
ings in all services and departments, and to
focus on increasing efficiency, quality and
customer service values in all aspects of
municipal government.

While Westfield municipal government
is cost-efficient for your tax dollar, it is
ironic that most municipalities are the
flash point for taxpayer dissatisfaction
and property tax reform in Trenton, even
though the municipalities are usually the
smallest piece of the tax bill.

For example, Union County receives 23
percent more of your tax dollars ($2,270)
than Westfield does. What services does
Union County directly provide to you and
your family in Westfield, beyond main-
taining county roads and parks? Of course
there are disproportionate needs in Union
County, and our county tax dollars right-
fully should help to support compelling
needs in other communities. But are we
getting a fair share of the remainder? What
exactly is the cost effectiveness of Union
County government and it’s value equa-
tion for the Westfield taxpayer?

In forthcoming articles, we will dis-
cuss the overall condition of the town’s
municipal finances, the 2007 Operating
and Capital Budgets and a six-year plan
for projects to improve roads, fields,
parks, the Memorial Pool, the down-
town business district, the South Av-
enue business corridor, our waste treat-
ment system and other elements of our
aging infrastructure.

Property Taxes, There’s a
Lot to be Said in Westfield

22nd District News

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

Deal With State Workers
Is Step in Right Direction

plan features with their employees.
This proposal, which has not yet been

enacted, would provide local governments
with the same flexibility and leverage that
Governor Corzine deftly employed to
work out a better deal for taxpayers at the
state level. We should stop forcing local
governments to bargain with one hand
tied behind their back.

We must also address New Jersey’s
looming benefits liabilities, which even
the most conservative estimates place
north of $50 billion. Governor Corzine’s
deal will help stem the tide of red ink, but
we have a long way to go before the
situation is stabilized.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Feb. 14 thru

Tues., March 6 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 1    2   3
4    5    6

Prices effective: 2/14 thru3/6/07

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2007

Debit
Card

ShopRite

•DeKuyper Pucker
SOUR APPLE (1.75 L)

•Jagermeister
(750 ML)

•Kamora
(1.75 L) 1699

VODKA

Iceberg 2399

Crystal 999

TEQUILA

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

Grey Goose
REG. OR FLAVORS 2699

750 ML
750 ML

750 ML

750 MLCANADIAN

SCOTCH

Louis JadotLouis JadotLouis Jadot

MondaviMondaviMondavi

Santa Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO 1899

3000
1.75 L

Cutty
Sark

2700
1.75 L

Jack
Daniels  

Kendall Jackson

3609
1.75 L

Franzia House
Wine Favorites

800
5 L

BOX

Moet & Chandon
White Star

2900
750
ML

Hennessy
VS

2400
750 ML

•Cabernet  . . . . .1799

•Merlot  . . . . . . .1599

•Chardonnay  .1499

•Fume
Blanc  . . . . . . . . . .1299

Black
Velvet 1399

Crown
Royal 2099

Seagram’s
VO 1999

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING

Piper Sonoma
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1099

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

750
ML

Zardetto
PROSECCO 999

750
ML

ALL
750
ML

Domaine
Chandon
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR  1399

750
ML

Di Lupo
•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO  . . . . . . .1299

Fish Eye
•PINOT GRIGIO
•SHIRAZ 1599

Cavit
PINOT GRIGIO
AND ALL OTHER TYPES 1199

Opici
HOMEMADE
BARBERONE 1299

ALL 750 MLS

VINTNER’S RESERVES

Sutter Home
•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO 899

BRANDY

Folonari
ALL TYPES 999

Fox Horn
ALL TYPES 499

750
ML

•ROSSO
TOSCANA . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999

Ruffino
Chianti 1199

4 L

Carlo Rossi
•GENERICS
•VARIETALS 999

4 L

1.5 L

CORDIALS

•Licor 43
•Starbucks

COFFEE LIQUEUR 1899
750 ML

3 L

Woodbridge
•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO
•SYRAH 1099

1.5 L

Olifant 1999
1.75 L

1.75 L

Wolfschmidt 1399
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML

Debriac
XO 2999

Southern
Comfort 2499

Tanqueray 3199

E&J VSOP 899

750 ML

J. Vidal Fleury
COTES DU RH0NE 799

Black Swan
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

Brancott
•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•PINOT NOIR 999

CK Mondavi
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC 1099

Rosemount
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•SHIRAZ 999

Turning Leaf
ALL TYPES
(EXC. SONOMA
RESERVES) 699

Mirassou
ALL TYPES 799

ALL 750 MLS 750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

•BEAUJOLAIS VILLAGES  . . . .

•MACON VILLAGES . . . . . . . .

•POUILLY FUISSE . . . . . . . . . .

899

999

1799

1.5L

•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•ZINFANDEL
•WT. ZINFANDEL 899

1.5 L

1.5 L

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

PRICE 
BREAK

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•PINOT NOIR     1499 

•CHARDONNAY
•ZINFANDEL
•SYRAH 1199 

•RIESLING
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC 899 

750
ML

1.5 L

•CHARDONNAY 799

NAPA

750 ML

Capt. Morgan
SPICED RUM 2499

1.75 L

Woodford
Reserve 2699

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1599

Fleischmann’s
Preferred 1299

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L
Johnnie Walker
BLACK 12 YR. OLD 5699

Macallan
12-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT 3699

Clan
MacGregor 1599

Johnnie Walker
RED 2999

Speyburn
10-YR. OLD SINGLE MALT 1999

750 ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

•SILVER

2399
•REPOSADO

2699
•AÑEJO

2999

Milagro ALL 750 MLS

Sauza
EX. GOLD OR WHITE 2999

1.75 L 1.75 L

Cancun
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

1.75 L

•VS

1499
•VSOP

1999
•XO

3999

DeLaroche ALL 750 MLS

Hiram Walker
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1799

1.75 L

750 ML

TRUE COGNAC

GIN

Plymouth 1999

Gordon’s 1499

Your Choice!

Cointreau 2999
1 L

Your Choice!

1.75 L

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BOTTLES

Yuengling
All Types

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BOTTLES

Sam Adams
All Types

12-PACK, 12-OZ. BOTTLES

Michelob Light,
Ultra Light
or Regular 899

1.5L

Concannon
LIMITED RELEASE
ALL TYPES 1099

750
ML

1199899

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

20% OFF
Argentinean, Chilean, Spanish or Portuguese Wines!

Buy 1 Bottle or 100 – NO LIMIT!
Excluding advertised or in-store specials. Limited to store inventory. No Other discounts apply.

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace
ALL

750 ML

Notes: BH=Berkeley Heights; MS=Mountainside; NP=New Providence; SPF= Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The
Westfield 2006 budget is about $80,000,000 of which 5.7% is funded by the state and most of the remainder is funded
by local property taxes. There are about 6000 students in Westfield where public education costs about $13,400/student;
$9,800/family; $2,700/person. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 2006 budget is about $71,000,000 of which 5.8% is funded
by the state and most of the remainder is funded by local property taxes. There are about 5300 students in SP-F where
public education costs about $13,400/student; $8,500/family; $2,400/person. Demographics  is per 2000 census.

Released Feb. 26 by the NJDOE

State of New Jersey 2007 Public Education Funds for Union County Towns
Town State Funds 07 $/Resident Change % Population Households Families
BH $1,847,951 $138 $53,824 3% 13,407 4,479 3,717
Clark $1,596,863 $109 $46,511 3% 14,597 5,637 4,126
Cranford $2,823,947 $125 $82,251 3% 22,578 8,397 6,222
Elizabeth $267,048,685 $2,215 ($1,486,604) -1% 120,568 40,482 28,175
Garwood $549,082 $132 $15,993 3% 4,153 1,731 1,125
Hillside $16,123,784 $741 $1,472,982 10% 21,747 7,161 5,578
Kenilworth $2,023,612 $264 $58,940 3% 7,675 2,854 2,117
Linden $18,977,744 $482 $2,080,687 12% 39,394 15,052 10,084
MS $659,224 $100 $19,201 3% 6,602 2,434 1,925
NP $1,427,302 $120 $41,572 3% 11,907 4,404 3,307
Plainfield $99,967,767 $2,090 $0 0% 47,829 15,137 10,898
Rahway $16,910,024 $638 $1,629,431 11% 26,500 10,028 6,728
Roselle $18,942,594 $890 $1,542,714 9% 21,274 7,520 5,226
Roselle Pk $8,448,977 $636 $498,757 6% 13,281 5,137 3,416
SP-F $4,240,298 $142 $123,504 3% 29906 10923 8349
Springfield $1,543,753 $107 $44,964 3% 14,429 6,001 4,014
Summit $2,541,642 $120 $74,028 3% 21,131 7,897 5,606
Vo-Tech $3,417,154 $141,762 4%
Union $25,210,716 $463 $2,110,090 9% 54,405 19,534 14,162
Westfield $4,700,587 $159 $136,910 3% 29,644 10,622 8,178
Winfield $1,589,905 $1,050 $85,322 6% 1,514 694 394

Global Warming:
Typical Liberal Tactic
In regards to Assemblywoman Linda

Stender’s (D, Legislative District 22) re-
cent propaganda – “New Jersey must act
now to reduce global warming” – as an
educated gentlemen, I must tell you, and
naïve individuals, especially the Sierra
Club, that global warming is a theory that
is being pushed by the liberals to scare
you.

It is a typical tactic. If you have read
recently in your newspaper, the weather
around the globe — not only this country,
but also abroad — has been below 30
degrees and even minus zero. Question:
how come meteorologists can predict
weather for the next 25 to 50 years but
can’t accurately give us a 14-day fore-
cast? I also believe grant monies can be
spent in other valuable areas for study.

In closing, who was to blame for the ice
age? They can’t blame industry or motor
vehicles or even aerosol sprays.

Kevin Retcho
Linden

Letters to
the Editor

Cranford Pub Crawl
Charity Set for Friday
CRANFORD – The annual

“Cranford Pub Crawl” will be held
tomorrow, March 2. The route winds
its way through several establishments
in Cranford, including the VFW Hall.

This is a charity event for the Jay-
cees programs. In the past, about 100
people participated. Please join in.

For more information, contact Bob
Rial by phone at (908) 272-2964 or
by e-mail at rialtekinc@comcast.net.

Governor Corzine Signs
Obesity School Bill

SCOTCH PLAINS –Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-LD22) announced last
week that Governor Jon Corzine signed
her legislation restricting the sale and
distribution of junk foods in schools into
law. Designed to encourage healthier eat-
ing habits, A-883 requires improvements
in the nutritional content of foods avail-
able on school property.

Ms. Stender  said, “Habits that have
been permitted at school, such as snack-
ing and drinking sugar-added beverages,
are all thought to contribute to weight
gain among children and teens. Child-
hood obesity is a public-health crisis, but
it is a preventable one.”

Schools are prohibted from selling
candy and all other sugar foods and sugar
beverages. Schools must also reduce trans-
fats and total fats.


