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POLICE BLOTTERSP Planning Bd. to Resume
Subdivision Hearing April 9

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board will continue a subdivision
application hearing in April after con-
cerns were raised at its meeting Mon-
day night about flaws in a township
ordinance intended to prevent so-called
flag lots from being easily developed.

Needlepoint Homes seeks approval
for a major subdivision at 1670 and
1680 Cooper Road in which the two
lots would be split to create four lots.
One of the homes would be razed, with
new homes built at that location, as well
as on the two newly created lots to the
rear of the two properties. Access to the
two rear properties would be via a
newly created road running between
the two Cooper Road properties.

At the board’s meeting, the applicant
showed two site plans, with one pro-
posing an actual street to provide ac-
cess to the rear properties and the other
proposing a common driveway. Needle-
point attorney Robert Kraus said that
driveways to all four homes would feed
into the new roadway, while the
applicant’s engineer, Edward Dec, said
a small area of wetlands would be filled
in pending approval from the state De-
partment of Environmental Protection.

Professional planner Jason Kastler
described the two proposed rear prop-
erties as flag lots – oversized pieces of
property, often situated behind another
lot, that are accessible only via a narrow
strip of driveway running alongside the
other property. Four years ago, in an
attempt to limit over-development

through the use of flag lots, the town-
ship council passed an ordinance that
eliminated them from the local zoning
ordinances, meaning that developers
would need a variance for such a lot.

But Mary Moody, the board’s plan-
ner, said on Monday that the 2003
ordinance was “not worded tightly
enough” to easily allow land use offi-
cials to disallow flag lots.

Mayor Martin Marks, calling him-
self “disappointed” at the apparent am-
biguous language of the ordinance, said
he had always envisioned the law as
requiring an applicant to ask the plan-
ning board for a variance for a flag lot
and having to justify why a flag lot
would be better than an alternative plan.

One resident living near the pro-
posed development said the applica-
tion should be heard as a flag-lot
application, requiring a new hearing.

Board Attorney Dan Bernstein said
Needlepoint’s presentation of two
options — including flag lots — “im-
plies that he’s applying for a vari-
ance” as the 2003 ordinance intended.

Due to the late hour, the board
agreed to resume the hearing at its
Monday, April 9 meeting.

In other business, the board gave
approval for a café to open at 375 Park
Avenue. Carmen Cabell of World En-
tertainment Group said he would oper-
ate a “1960s-style café and coffee shop”
with “18th- and 19th-century influ-
ences” on both the ground and base-
ment levels. There will be seating for
53, and pending approval from the town-
ship council, liquor would be available.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 16, a resident of

Farmingdale Road reported that someone
caused damage to her shed.

Saturday, February 17, a construction
site manager reported that someone re-
moved approximately $800 in copper tub-
ing from a job site on Raritan Road.

Wednesday, February 21, Edward
Cerlado, 74, of Scotch Plains and Michael
Cornacchia, 47, of Scotch Plains were
both arrested and charged with simple
assault after both men were engaged in a
fight in Cerlado’s front lawn. According
to police, they had fought previously with
each other over Cerlado’s daughter.

Thursday, February 22, a Westfield Road
resident reported that a neighbor made an
obscene gesture to her after an argument.

Friday, February 23, a resident of
Rivervale Court reported that someone
broke the window to her apartment.

Sunday, February 25, Bobby Kabir, 23,
of Morristown was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
processed and released on a summons.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 20, Elene Hunter, 37,

of Plainfield was arrested after a field inves-
tigation revealed an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. She posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, February 20, Tarik H. Madison,
25, of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation for an outstanding Dunellen
warrant. He posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, February 20, an abandoned
stolen vehicle out of Edison was recov-
ered in the 100 block of Cray Terrace.

Wednesday, February 21, a Fanwood
resident and a Scotch Plains resident both
reported that their cars were keyed while
parked in the train station parking lot.

Wednesday, February 21, Kashari D.
Slaughter, 21, of Fanwood was arrested
on warrants out of South Orange, Scotch
Plains and Garwood after a field investi-
gation. Slaughter was turned over to the
South Orange Police Department.

Wednesday, February 21, several
blocks from the school, a middle school
student walking home at 4 p.m. reported
that two male individuals verbally at-
tempted to persuade her into their ve-
hicle. According to police, both males are
described as white, in their late teens to
early 20s, one with blonde hair, and the
other with black hair. One suspect was
wearing a blue sweatshirt; the other was
wearing a gray sweatshirt, police said.

Wednesday, February 21, Frank M.
James, 34, of Piscataway was arrested on
West Hampton and Jersey City warrants
after a field investigation. According to
police, he was also arrested for possession
of a controlled dangerous substance. He
was transported to the Union County jail.

Saturday, February 24, Justin D.
Johnson, 27, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding Edison warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He posted
bail and was released.

Sunday, February 25, Richard J.
Kucmyda, 51, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a South Avenue motor vehicle
stop for an outstanding Plainfield warrant.

Westfield
Saturday, February 17, Robert Hume,

24, of New Vernon was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Harrison Avenue for alleged DWI. He
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, February 17, Jeremy Ettinger,
20, and Mark Boyle, 19, both of Westfield,
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at West Broad Street and Scotch
Plains Avenue for alleged underage pos-
session of alcohol. Both were released on
their own recognizance with summonses.

Two 17-year-old males from Westfield
also were in the vehicle and were arrested
for alleged underage possession of alco-
hol. One of the juveniles was the driver
and was cited for DWI. They were both
released to their parents.

Saturday, February 17, Linda S. O’Neill,
58, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a traffic warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court.
She was released after posting $500 bail.

Sunday, February 18, David Saez, 28,
of Queens, N.Y. was arrested on the 200
block of Orchard Street and charged with
four counts of aggravated assault and one
count of resisting arrest.

Saez allegedly shouted profanities, swung
closed fists at and wrestled on the ground
with police officers who were executing a
domestic violence assault warrant for him,
police said. The suspect, who was pepper-
sprayed, was committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of a total $47,500 bail.

Sunday, February 18, Jonathan Mena,
19, of Plainfield was arrested at Shadowlawn
Drive and Scotch Plains Avenue on open
traffic warrants, one from Piscataway for
$300 and the other from North Plainfield for
$600. He was committed on default of bail
to the Union County jail.

Sunday, February 18, following a mo-
tor vehicle stop, Jason Rothbart, 32, of
Union was arrested on an outstanding
Union Township criminal warrant. He
was released after posting $250 bail.

Monday, February 19, Andrew Schott,
20, of Westfield was arrested at Mohican
Drive and Springfield Avenue for alleged
DWI. He was released to a responsible
individual.

Tuesday, February 20, Jeffrey Davies,
18, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at North and Central
Avenues for alleged possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana. He was re-
leased with a summons.

Wednesday, February 21, James Ball,
35, of Westfield was placed under arrest
on the 300 block of Mountain Avenue
pursuant to a contempt-of-court traffic
warrant issued by the Township of Sparta
Municipal Court. Ball was released after
posting $114 bail.

Wednesday, February 21, Margaret
Daniel, 44, of Westfield was arrested for
alleged DWI following an accident on the
600 block of South Avenue West. She was
released to a responsible individual after
submitting to a breath test. There were no
injuries reported as a result of the accident.

Wednesday, February 21, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Andrew Stewart, 28, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding Denville traffic warrant
at North Avenue and Crossway Place. He
was released after posting $215 bail.

Thursday, February 22, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations at
Mountain Avenue and Mountain View
Terrace, Christine O’Brien, 41, of Westfield
was arrested for alleged DWI. She was
released to a responsible individual.

Thursday, February 22, Jenny
Rodriguez, 35, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Kean University in Union on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $100 bail.

Thursday, February 22, Michael
Mackay, 53, of Westfield was arrested at
Rahway Avenue and West Broad Street
for alleged DWI. He was released to a
responsible adult.

Friday, February 23, Kareem Farrar,
27, of Elizabeth was arrested at East Broad
Street and Park Drive on an outstanding
Elizabeth criminal warrant for $1,000.
He was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 20, Howard

Robinson, 51, of Linden was arrested in
Newark and transported to headquarters
for outstanding warrants totalling $716.

Thursday, February 22, Christian P.
Lagos, 35, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for failure to
wear a seatbelt and subsequently arrested
for an outstanding Woodbridge warrant.

Thursday, February 22, Darrell T. Rollins,
46, was arrested for disorderly conduct after
being disruptive in the courtroom.

Wednesday, February 21, a employee at
a Springfield Avenue law office reported
two females came into the office to make an
appointment and when the victim went into
the back to get the appointment book, one or
both individuals stole the wallet out of her
purse, which was left on her chair.

According to police, one suspect was
identified as a Hispanic woman, of me-
dium build, 5 foot 4 inches tall with dyed
blonde and orange hair. The other was
identified as black, of heavy build, 5 foot
8 inches tall, police said. Both women are
in their mid 20s, police said.

reasonable,” said that “heavy traffic
and parked cars are part of the bar-
gain” for those who live near the high
school.

Multiple residents said banning stu-
dents from parking would simply
force students to park on outlying
streets further away from the high
school. A group of senior class offic-
ers made a plea for talks with the
township government, something the
mayor said he was open to.

During the council’s discussion,
Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
she was “afraid that if we don’t pass
this, we’ll be sitting here a year from
now having the same discussion”
because, she worried, serious talks
with Fanwood and the board of edu-
cation will not come about otherwise.
By passing the ordinance, “we’re
throwing down the gauntlet,” she said.

She said her vote in favor of the
ordinance was solidified after hear-
ing Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
Mahoney, who attended the hearing,
say it was a public-safety issue.

Councilman Kevin Glover, while
saying that “clearly there is an issue
and clearly it needs to be resolved,”
said he preferred to allow discussions
to take place first without enacting
the ordinance. “I don’t know what the
rush is,” he said. He commended the
mayor for “making this an issue” that
resulted in the standing room-only
turnout at the public hearing.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said the parking issue “has been the
topic of much heated discussion” on
the shared services committee for the
past several years. Now, she said, “we
have to do something to get the ball
rolling.”

Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, after
questioning Chief Mahoney about some
of the specific problems that have arisen
on the streets around the high school,
expressed some hesitation about the
September 1 effective date. He won-
dered whether the ordinance could be
rescinded if serious discussions failed
to materialize or amended to push back
the effective date even further.

He expressed concerns about Scotch
Plains having to “go it alone” on the
parking issue and said he was uneasy
about possible contingencies that could
arise with students suddenly needing
to drive to school but being unable to
do so for various reasons.

Mr. Glover suggested putting off a
vote for six weeks so the council could
see whether serious discussions had
gotten underway with the other enti-
ties. The mayor said he was skeptical
of such a delay, noting that he had told
Mr. Russo last September and last
December that an ordinance was in the
works, yet no discussions were held in
the intervening six months.

Mayor Marks said he did not want
to commit to rescinding the ordinance
if no progress was made, as Mr.
Strauss appeared to suggest. He asked
Mr. Strauss to support passage and
give the parties until May 1 to begin
discussions in earnest. Then, the
mayor said, he would be “more than
happy” to support Mr. Strauss if he
wanted to revisit the ordinance.

In seconding the motion to pass the
ordinance, Mr. Strauss, like Mrs.
Malool, said Chief Mahoney had
“convinced me of the safety issues,”
but added that he wanted Fanwood
and the BOE “on board” in any final
solutions to the matter.

ing of spring break to the “choppiness”
of election week. During its
roundtable meeting with parents in
early February and at other BOE
meetings in both January and Febru-

ary, parents offered opinions about
the calendar, especially the status of
Election Day.

Parents who thought school should
be closed that day said student safety
was an issue. Parent Margaret Ames
of Scotch Plains suggested at last
week’s agenda meeting that the board
hire police officers to handle safety if
schools would be open while serving
as polling places in November.

Ms. Hayes told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the administration
might investigate hiring police offic-
ers on a case-by-case basis because
school floor plans vary. She said some
schools’ polling stations isolate vot-
ers from students and present no safety
problems, while other floor plans
force voters to enter the school’s main
areas.

“We will assess each building indi-
vidually,” Ms. Hayes said.

The board approved M. Disko As-
sociates “to perform services for the
design, preparation of plans and speci-
fications, bidding and construction
observation for improvements” to the
high school’s football and soccer
fields and track. A referendum re-
questing voters to approve a $2 mil-
lion bond for the entire project, which
includes covering the football and
soccer fields with artificial turf, goes
on the ballot for the Tuesday, April
17, election.

According to information submit-
ted to the board by Business Admin-
istrator Anthony DelSordi, “prelimi-
nary and final design, preparation of
plans and specifications, soil erosion
and bidding services” will cost 5.7
percent of the final contract price
using M. Disko Associates. The
company’s charge for “construction
observation, payments and project
finalization” services is 2.3 percent
of the final contract price.

Board member Donald Parisi asked
whether M. Disko’s pricing was
“competitive.” Mr. DelSordi an-
swered that it was a “good bid.” He
said other companies averaged 10
percent of the final contract price for
preliminary services.

SPFHS reported that The Muse, the
high school’s literary magazine, re-
ceived two awards for its 2006 issue,
the 2006 National Council of Teach-
ers English Achievement Award in
Writing and the 2006 Silver Medal
Certificate from the Columbia Scho-
lastic Press Association. While the
magazine uses faculty advisors, stu-
dents select the poetry, prose and art
for publication and also design and
lay out The Muse.

FW Planning Bd. Approves
K-9 Resorts Expansion

By MICHELLE BUCCOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board last Wednesday ap-
proved the second-floor expansion of
K-9 Resorts, located at 43 South Av-
enue. The building addition will in-
clude a larger bathing room, an ex-
panded kitchen and an office.

The addition will add another 34
rooms to the facility, all of which
would be used for overnight boarding.

Steven Parker, who owns K-9 with
his brother, Jason, presented the op-
eration details of their establishment.

“Basically, we are the Ritz for
dogs,” Mr. Parker said. K-9 offers
both daycare and overnight boarding.
It is a cage-free facility in which dogs
have rooms complete with windows,
televisions and beds.

Presently, K-9 can accommodate
21 dogs for overnight boarding and
approximately 15 to 20 dogs, de-
pending on their size, for daycare.

“Our business has really taken off,”
said Mr. Parker, who began his career
as a dog walker. “Our clients have
been begging us to expand.”

Stanley Fink, attorney for K-9 Re-
sorts, asked Mr. Parker to describe the
business’ drop-off and pick-up proce-
dures. Mr. Parker explained that cli-
ents come in on an appointment-basis
only and that much of the check-in
process is done over the phone, allow-
ing for an “expeditious” turnaround.

With only five parking spaces in
front of the building, Mr. Parker said
it was his goal to establish a quick and
efficient drop off.

He said additional parking is lo-
cated behind the building, but it is
only used for employees since there
is no public access to the building
from the rear.

Site engineer Alan Klein gave tes-
timony describing the property, in-
cluding its multiple easements. He
said “many” of these easements over-
lap, providing access to the appli-
cants’ property, as well as the adja-
cent buildings.

Mr. Klein said K-9 plans to relo-
cate the existing employee parking
spaces in the rear to allow better ac-
cess through the easements.

Board member Peter Sayles sug-
gested that the owners sign the new
parking spaces to avoid confusion,
since the parking area is gravel and,
therefore, not striped.

Mr. Klein said there are existing
nonconformities with respect to the
side-yard setbacks.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings asked whether the prop-
erty owner plans to replace an exist-
ing retaining wall, located at the rear
of the property, that is in disrepair.
Mr. Klein said that the Parkers “have
every intention” of repairing the wall.
He said they have to work out the
logistics with The Mattress Factory,
located next door, because the wall
runs on its property as well.

David Bailey, architect of the addi-
tion, detailed the project’s specifics,
including the adding of a rear outdoor
staircase providing access to both
floors of the renovated building and
the employee parking area.

Mr. Bailey said the addition would
be built directly on top of the existing
roof so K-9 could remain open during
the construction. Once the new roof
is built, the old roof will be destroyed

and the new floor will be poured.
Mr. Cummings expressed concern

about the exposed staircase, saying
that proximity to the train tracks might
attract wandering teenagers. He sug-
gested the staircase be enclosed as
part of the building.

Mr. Klein said while this is possible,
it would be expensive because the
foundation of the building would have
to be deeper in order to support it.

Board member Jack Molenaar sug-
gested the Parkers pursue other means,
like surveillance equipment, of ward-
ing off unwanted visitors to avoid the
extra expense.

Mr. Bailey suggested the staircase
be enclosed with fencing rather than
stucco or cinder block. Board mem-
bers agreed with the suggestion.

Multiple board members expressed
their approval of Mr. Bailey’s design.

“Our TDR [Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights] program is designed to
improve the aesthetic of the South
Avenue corridor,” said board mem-
ber John Celardo. “The Mediterra-
nean style of the Parkers’ addition
will certainly do so.”

Mr. Cummings suggested that the
mansard roof on Mr. Bailey’s drawing
be extended to give the building a more
uniform look from all angles.  Mr. Bailey
and Mr. Parker agreed to this change.

Traffic engineer Elizabeth Dolan
testified that she believes the addition
to K-9 Resorts would not impose any
negative impact on either the parking
situation at the property or to the flow
of traffic on South Avenue.

Ms. Dolan and her associates ob-
served the Parkers’ business on five
dates during the holiday season. At any
given time, there were no more than
three cars parked in the front lot, and the
average time spent in the lot was be-
tween two to five minutes, she said.

Even though K-9 anticipates the
hiring of an additional two to three
employees once the addition is com-
plete, Ms. Dolan said she sees no
reason why the rear parking area could
not accommodate the extra vehicles.

Several residents spoke in support
of the expansion.

“This is an outstanding facility,”
said Robin Musso of 75 Paterson Road.

“I am so grateful they’re here in
town,” added Christine Jenkinson of
154 Farley Avenue. “I don’t want to
leave my dog anywhere else.”

After hearing testimony, board
members expressed their opinions.

“The Parkers and their business are
a great asset to our community,” said
Mr. Celardo.

“It’s great to see such a success
story,” Mr. Cummings added. “The
Parkers should be commended for
their commitment to Fanwood.”

The board voted to approve K-9’s
application, with amendments.

The board approved the bulk vari-
ance applications of Nicholas Nitti,
Jr. of 39 St. John’s Place and Patricia
Plante of 22 Oakwood Court, both of
whom plan additions for their homes.

Board member Joseph Higgins re-
ported that a letter from Walter
Reinhard of 215 Midway Avenue re-
garding the North Midway Avenue
rezoning would be addressed at the
next borough council meeting.

The board will next meet on Mon-
day, March 19, to hear a development
and market analysis on the TDR pro-
gram.

to use the recreation commission as
‘point people’” to determine possible
improvements at Forest Road Park,
where the borough is considering in-
stalling an irrigation system.

The mayor asked the commission
to “bring users [of the park] together
over the next several meetings” to
help determine how the facility is
used and what the “needs” are, with
an eye toward possibly grouping po-
tential improvements together with
the irrigation project.

Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
reported that enrollment continues to
increase for classes and other activities
held at Forest Road Park for seniors.

Looking at the schedule for the
next two months, Mr. Budiansky said,
“I don’t think we’re going to have a
problem filling up those classes – the
problem is going to be wait-listing.”
Senior program offerings include Tai
Chi, chair yoga and line dancing.

The commission also discussed

plans for the upcoming Easter cel-
ebration at Forest Road Park on Sat-
urday, April 7; spring and summer
program schedules; improvements to
its website and ongoing efforts to
develop and distribute a recreation
program survey to residents.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Mahr swore in four new members of
the recreation commission – Robert
Degnan, Joan Kirner, Trish Nering
and Bruce Zakarin.

“Your interest is at a good time,”
Mayor Mahr said. She said the four
vacancies were created by recent res-
ignations and the death of longtime
commission member Dorris Terry (the
commission later voted to name a
LaGrande Park baseball diamond in
Ms. Terry’s honor).

The mayor said the commission has
had “problems with [members] not
making meetings.” As a result, the panel
wasn’t always able to get the required
quorum to hold official meetings.
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quire that the board win “second ques-
tions” requesting more funds by a
voter “super majority” of 60 percent.

Current operational expenses, such
as the football program, cannot be
included in second questions under
the new law, Mr. DelSordi said. Only
funds for new expenditures, such as
capital outlay and new staff posi-
tions, may be requested. And should
voters vote against the expenditure,
the board would not have recourse of
appeal to the municipalities for more
funds. Neither can it add the expendi-
ture later in the year, he said.

Mr. DelSordi said the board would
have to be very careful about its re-
quest. Second questions should be
“the last resort,” he said.

Cindy Clancy Warren of Scotch
Plains was one of three members of
the public who attended the meeting
with questions. She asked for more
information about how the property-
tax levy cap would affect programs
and whether the board had any idea
what could be cut.

Board member Donald Parisi said
that all budgets when first proposed
are later pared. The “actual impact
(of the cap) on programs is yet to be
determined,” he said.

John Kubie, who is running for a
Scotch Plains seat on the BOE, also
spoke. He asked what percentage the
new tax levy would increase over last
year. Mr. DelSordi said he didn’t have
an answer yet because he needed
Fanwood’s information.

Six of nine Scotch Plains-Fanwood
BOE members, Superintendent Mar-
garet Hayes and other administrative
staff joined Mr. DelSordi at the BOE’s
second budget workshop at Evergreen
Elementary School. Board President
Thomas Russo, Vice President Trip
Whitehouse and board member Craig
Nowlin were absent.

Tuesday’s meeting was to be the last
budget workshop prior to a board vote
on the tentative budget on Thursday,
March 8. However, the board decided
to add an extra budget workshop – on
Tuesday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m. at
Evergreen – to better understand the
budget in light of changes from Tren-
ton. The budget’s public hearing meet-
ing is Tuesday, March 27.
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said Zach Lipshitz and Christopher
Sheil, 10-year-olds who play on the
south side Knights soccer team.

Mr. Poerio said the commission
would discuss public comments and
consider recommendations at its meet-
ing in two weeks. “The commission
will get back together and discuss the
public meeting and make a recom-
mendation of the process that stands.
Hopefully, with the help of the (town-
ship) council, we can have something
that can be done by 2008,” he said.
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FW Recreation Commission

WANTED

WANTED…For questioning concerning the offense of attempt to lure child into
car. Sex-male: Height-unknown: Hair-black: Race-white: Weight-unknown:
Eyes-brown: Age-17to21: Build-unknown: Complexion-light. On February 21,
2007 at approximately 4 p.m., a 12-year-old female reported the above suspect
verbally attempted to lure her into an older grey pickup truck with scratches on
the passenger side of the vehicle. If you have any information regarding the above
person, please contact the Fanwood Police Department at (908) 322-5000; Lt.
Richard Trigo at Ext. 11 7 or Det. Eugene Chin at Ext. 119.


