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Area Art Teachers Become
Students at Symposium

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – The Visual Art Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) recently held
a symposium for high school art edu-
cators, facilitated by New York City–
based artist Eric Jiaju Lee.

Presented in conjunction with
“Travelers Between Cultures,” a re-
cent VACNJ exhibit that explored
contemporary Chinese artwork, the
Teachers’ Symposium was an event
to bring art and people together.

The symposium also gave educa-
tors an opportunity to learn first hand
about Mr. Lee’s creative process.

Mr. Lee, who works in acrylics on
fabrics, such as canvas, satin and taf-
feta, considers his art to be a merging
of modern abstraction and traditional
Chinese art.

“My workshop involved a tech-
nique for tapping into creativity that
was designed to be fun, as I believe
learning should feel natural and not
forced,” said Mr. Lee.

“What happened…is what educa-
tion should be about – a cycle of give-
and-take that involves fun and en-
richment in learning and teaching,”
he continued.

Danielle Mick, VACNJ director of
education, agreed.

“The annual Teachers’ Symposium
is fun, interesting and educational,”
she said. “We’re very fortunate to be
able to offer this program to high
school educators.”

Mr. Lee enjoyed the interaction with
his audience. “I found their questions
and receptiveness to the presentation
of my work, as well as my workshop,
to be very positive,” he said.

“Since [the educator attendees]
understand the goals of teaching, they
were very eager and open to learn-
ing,” he continued.

After Mr. Lee’s presentation, the
attendees took a tour of the current
exhibit, “Contemporary Masters Se-
ries: Stanley Lewis – Painting the
Experience of Seeing: A Retrospec-
tive,” and completed a hands-on art
project that they could bring back to
their students in the classroom.

Westfield High School (WHS) art

teacher and realist painter, Annora
Happe-Conway looks forward to the
Teacher’s Symposium every spring.

“Being able to see an extended
body of work and interact with an
artist is informative and visually
stimulating,” she said.

Over the years, Ms. Happe-Conway
has used symposia materials in her
“Drawing and Composition” and
“Artist’s Practices in 2-D” courses.
She teaches 10th, 11th and 12 grades.

“Every year when I get back to
school, my students ask how my day
was, [and] we have wonderful con-
versations about the artist’s work and
the gallery show,” she continued.

Braulio Batista, who teaches “Ex-
ploring Art” and “Photography 1” at
Elizabeth High School was familiar
with Mr. Lee’s work from a previous
VACNJ exhibit.

Mr. Batista thought attending the
Teachers’ Symposium would be a
good way to learn how to incorporate
some of Mr. Lee’s techniques into his
classroom.

“I hope to learn different ways to
discuss the contemporary arts with
my high school students,” he said.

VACNJ will be holding events and
activities related to the arts through-
out the summer.

For more information, visit VACNJ
online at njcva.org or call at (908)
277-9121.

IF I LOVED YOU…Lauren Palmeri, portraying Julie Jordan, and Alex Diaz,
portraying Billy Bigelow, star in the New Jersey Performing Arts Center and New
Jersey Youth Theatre Company (formerly WYACT) collaboration of the classical
musical Carousel.

NJPAC’s Summer Musical
Program Presents Carousel

AREA — To celebrate their 10th
year of collaboration, the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center’s (NJPAC)
Summer Musical Program and the
New Jersey Youth Theatre Company
(NJYT, formerly WYACT) are reviv-
ing the first show they produced to-
gether: Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
classic musical Carousel.

The mission of the summer joint
program is to provide a professional
level theater experience to the 52-
member cast and 22-member orches-
tra, composed almost entirely of tal-
ented New Jersey youth, so they can
learn first-hand what it is like to be in
a Broadway production. NJYT’s co-
founder and artistic director Cynthia
Meryl will direct the play.

Carousel premieres Friday, July 13,
at 7 p.m. in NJPAC’s Victoria Theater

and will run for nine performances
through Sunday, July 22. Tickets are
$26 for adults and $15 for children
under 14, and may be purchased by
telephone at 1-888-GO-NJPAC (1-
888-466-5722), or at the NJPAC box
office at One Center Street in down-
town Newark.

Following its engagement at
NJPAC, Carousel will tour to the
Algonquin Arts Theatre in
Manasquan, running July 27 through
August 5.

Local residents participating in-
clude Sarah Beese, Georgia Gleason,
Jessica Guan, Jen Kujawaski and
Stephen Markowitz of Westfield;
Adam Biner of Fanwood; Gabriel
Rodrigues of Mountainside; and Pe-
ter Surace, Michael Gleason, and
Lindsay Traiman of Scotch Plains.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
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Oh that the world were as civil
and mannerly as it is portrayed in
Nancy Drew, director Andrew
Fleming’s retro-contempo paean to
the film series of the late 1930s.
Sure there’s wrongdoing. But it isn’t
the really black-hearted, essence of
evil stuff.

Actually, one gets the impression
that crime merely exists so that teen
detective prodigy Nancy Drew, etched
this go-round by Emma Roberts, can
show off her investigatory genius.
But that’s just part of it.

Ostensibly a role model, Nancy is
outwardly humble in all things, and
only hard-put to suppress a boast as it
involves her crime-solving talent.
That’s her tragic flaw…her only hint
of hubris. The gal just can’t stop do-
ing good.

It reminds of the novitiate job ap-
plicant who, when asked what his
self-described faults might include,
responds by informing: “My prob-
lem is that I tend to work too hard.”
The cynicism alarm goes off.

Thus, in the opening scene, when
Nancy sheepishly apologizes for not
being able to keep her nose out of
crime detection following a single-
handed capture of two rather loopy
crooks, we issue a pass. Heck, it’s just
the prologue. But when it goes on ad
nauseam, well, are we supposed to
suggest a 12-step program?

Poor Carson Drew. His otherwise
perfect girl, without a mother since
she was a tot, is forever out to solve a
mystery, perhaps because her mom’s
death has never quite been resolved.
He anguishes and cajoles. Stop sleuth-
ing and I’ll buy you this or that, etc.,
etc.

Like most dads, he really means
well. But gosh, we have to agree with
the snickering pre-teens for whom
this film is undoubtedly meant. Un-
like John Litel’s rather serious dad in
the originals, Tate Donovan’s updated
pop is a real idiot. He’s also, besides
the point, like much of the film.

The big problem is the time warp
difficulties incurred in trying to res-
urrect a notion that really wasn’t what
audiences thought it was in the first
place. While the solving of crime was
indeed part and parcel of the films
starring the ebullient Bonita Granville,
that wasn’t the chief calling card.

Truth be told, they were social
romps, a la the Andy Hardy movies,
featuring the wiles, wherefores and
witticisms of that newly emergent
segment of society known as the
American teen-ager. And if Nancy
happened to do a little gumshoeing
while tangentially, unassumingly
niching her place among the more
normal boys and girls, all the better.

Nancy Drew:
Goody Goody Gumshoe

Happily, the tacit hooray for indi-
vidualism carries forward in the
screenplay Mr. Fleming penned with
Tiffany Paulsen. Hopefully, the in-
tended audience will catch its well-
meaning drift.

But it’s all downhill from there.
Ironically faithful to the earlier mov-
ies only in that the story is less inter-
esting than the accoutrements, a Hol-
lywood venue attempts to add a bit
of glamour to the perfunctory do-
ings.

Offered a lucrative lawyering gig
on the left coast, Mr. Drew figures the
change of scenery might also get
Nancy’s mind off detective work.
Nancy agrees to the move, providing
she can pick the digs. And of course,
unbeknownst to dad, the rental manse
comes with a built-in whodunit.

Naturally, the big old house is
haunted, if not in fact, then with the
memory of Dehlia Draycott (Laura
Harring), an A-list movie star of the
1970s whose untimely drowning re-
mains suspect. Things go bump in the
night at all the predictable intervals.
The usual bunch of all-too-obvious
suspects, including Marshall Bell as
the creepy caretaker, is trotted out for
scrutiny.

So Nancy gets to sleuthing post-
haste, only taking occasional time
out to attend school. This way, she
also gets to be the outcast and brunt of
cruel jokes at the hands of her much
cooler, California counterparts. Only
Josh Flitter as Corky, a wisecracking,
rotund little fellow who suggests what
Lou Costello might have looked like
as a kid, is supportive.

Fact is, he adores her. Which makes
for a nervous triangle following good
old Ned Nickerson’s fleeting visit
from River Heights, presumably just
to deliver Nancy’s snazzy, aquama-
rine Nash Metropolitan.

A moment of authenticity glimpses
here as Max Thieriot, albeit a tad
thinner, is a dead ringer for the origi-
nal beau (Ted Nickerson) played by
Frankie Thomas. The romantic foil’s
purpose also remains intact, afford-
ing Nancy several opportunities to
demurely shun the term “boyfriend.”
Again, the film awkwardly confuses
a gamut of values: modern, old, real,
aspired to and imagined.

It makes for a curious mix, neither
terribly intriguing as a detective story
nor particularly entertaining as a sur-
vey of teen mores and folkways. All
of which suggests that Nancy Drew
should have been subtitled, “The Case
of the Movie Lost in Time.”

* * * *
Nancy Drew, rated PG, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by
Andrew Fleming and stars Emma
Roberts, Josh Flitter and Marshall
Bell. Running time: 99 minutes.

F.A.C.T. Displays 2007
Union County Teen Art

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers announced that the 2007 Teen
Arts Traveling Exhibit is on display
at F.A.C.T. (Families and Commu-
nity Together), located at 1170 Route
22 West in Mountainside through
July 6.

The following Westfield students’
artwork will be displayed on the
Union County Teen Arts Tour: Bryan
Chen, Edison Intermediate School,
Dan Mandelbaum, Edison, Monica
Sousa, Beadleston High School, and
Kathia Salguero, Hillcrest Academy
North.

The following Scotch Plains stu-
dents’ artwork will be displayed:
Kevin Aubourg, Union County Vo-
Tech, Heather Pasko, Vo-Tech, and
Sayeed Dean, Hillcrest Academy
South.

In addition, the artwork of
Mountainside student Scotland
Preston, Deerfield School, will be
displayed.

The exhibit consists of 60 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual art works shown at the 2007
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College in
Cranford.

“The artwork in this exhibit is ex-
ceptional,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth
or call (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay
service users should call 711 or e-
mail: culturalinfo@ucnj.org

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year, the fourth of July falls
right smack in the middle of the week,
making the three or four day week-
end of independence from the work-
place virtually impossible.

Most people will celebrate our

country’s  independence with a single
day off while some will take this
week as their vacation. Nothing is
different culinarily speaking, as bar-
becuing will still be the choice for
many of us.

Traditionally this holiday is one of
the biggest barbecue holidays of the
season with Father’s Day being the
number one most popular day of the
year for outdoor cooking. Since
Westfield doesn’t sponsor its own
fireworks, many residents will flock
to Nomahegan Park in Cranford to
enjoy the spectacular fireworks show
on the fourth.

What better way to celebrate this
holiday than with an all-time Ameri-
can favorite: the classic hamburger.
This burger recipe is an unadulter-
ated hamburger prepared in mini form
with a tangy mushroom-sauerkraut
topping.

To accompany the burgers, serve
this original brown rice with pea salad
mildly seasoned with curry and pa-
prika. Low-fat mayonnaise can be
substituted without substituting fla-
vor. For dessert, prepare a festive,
red, white and blue parfait that is
short on calories but long on taste.

MINI BURGERS WITH
SAUTEED SAUERKRAUT
*A great hors d’oeuvre or fun treat
for children

INGREDIENTS
1-1/2 pounds ground beef
2 cups sauerkraut
8 ounces mushrooms, diced
2 tablespoons canola oil
1 onion, diced
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12 dinner rolls or mini bagels

PROCEDURE
Mash and form the beef into 12 round burgers.
Place in a frying pan and pan-fry for 3 to 4
minutes per side or until cooked to desired
temperature.   Drain the sauerkraut in a strainer
and rinse in cool water.   While the burgers are
cooking, begin sautéing the mushrooms in the
oil in a frying pan for 3 minutes.  Add the onion
and continue to brown for another 2 to 3
minutes.  Add the saue kraut and sauté for
another 3 to 4 minutes.  Serve the burgers on
the dinner rolls or mini bagels and top with a
spoonful of the sauer- kraut.

Yield:   12 burgers

BROWN RICE
AND PEA SALAD

INGREDIENTS
2 cups cooked brown rice, cooled
1 package (9ounces) frozen peas, cooked and
cooled
3 tablespoons mayonnaise, more if needed
2 teaspoons curry
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon paprika
½ cup peanuts

PROCEDURE
Combine brown rice with the peas in a mixing
bowl.  Add the mayonnaise, curry, salt, paprika
and peanuts.  Mix well.  Serve chilled

Yield:  2-1/2 cups

RED, WHITE & BLUE
PARFAIT
INGREDIENTS

2 to 3 tablespoons fresh organic blueberries
2 tablespoons canned whipped cream
2 large organic strawberries, sliced

PROCEDURE
Spoon the blueberries into the bottom of a
martini glass.  Carefully squeeze the whipped
cream around the top of the berries.  Place the
sliced strawberries on top and serve immedi-
ately.

Yield:  1 dessert

mini burgers with sauteed sauerkraut

Red, White & Blue Parfait

WOMEN FOR WINESENSE
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
SENIORITY… At left, Union County Freeholder Chairwoman Bette Jane
Kowalski congratulates Eugene Prial of Westfield on winning first place in the
professional sculpture category at the 2007 Union County Senior Art Show during
the opening reception for the exhibit at the Elizabethtown Gas Company’s
Liberty Hall Center in Union. At right, she congratulates Lydia Brunelli of
Westfield on winning Best of Show and first place for watercolors in the profes-
sional category The exhibit will be on display until July 20 at Liberty Hall Center,
which is located at 1085 Morris Avenue in Union. Viewing times are from 9 a.m.
until 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Kean University Presents
New Comedy Regrets Only

AREA – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will officially open its 2007
season with the professional New
Jersey premiere of Regrets Only, writ-
ten by Paul Rudnick, who The New
York Times calls “one of the funniest
quip-meisters on the planet.”

Loyalty, marriage and manners are
explored in the new comedy, which
was successful in Manhattan. The
play recently closed this past Febru-
ary after an extended run at Manhat-
tan Theatre Club.

The professional production is di-
rected by Ted Sluberski and features
an all Actors’ Equity Association cast.
“The play provides a topical and clever
look at modern relationships,” John
Wooten, Premiere Stages’ producing

artistic director, said.
Regrets Only runs from Thursday,

July 12, through Sunday, July 29, in
Kean University’s Wilkins Theatre.
Sunday performances begin at 3 p.m.;
all others at 8 p.m. Tickets range from
$15 to $25.

To order tickets, sign up for a spot
on the mailing list. To request a sea-
son brochure, call the Wilkins The-
atre Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
or visit Premiere Stages online at
kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages offers free or dis-
counted tickets to handicapped pa-
trons. Please call for a list of sign-
interpreted, audio-described or open-
captioned performances offered by
Premiere Stages.

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
The Donnas: ‘Night’ Well Spent

Spirit of Hawaii Echoes
Again at Hula Lessons

WESTFIELD – Because of the
positive response to the initial ses-
sion of Hula dance lessons at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), instructor Ofelia Shore
will be offering classes again this
July.

The five-session introductory
course, for ages 7 to adult, will be
offered in a 45 -minute class on Mon-
day evenings July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30.

The 7 p.m. session is encouraged
for parent and child, while the 8 p.m.
class has been designated for adults.
However, interested parties may sign
up for either session.

Hula dance instructor Ms. Shore

was trained in Polynesian dancing
with the Cora Doloroso Modeling
School in the Philippines. She has
appeared on TV performing Hula,
Tahitian and Maori dances.

Tuition for this course is $75 per
student, with a special discount rate
of $55 for a child who enrolls with a
parent in the same class.

 The Hula lessons will be held at
the NJWA studios, located at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Please call the NJWA at (908) 789-
9696 for registration information.

 For information on other courses
at the NJWA, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Contemporary Art Group
Invites Interested Artists

AREA – The Contemporary Art
Group of Central Jersey Artists is an
organization consisting of men and
women who gather together for the
purpose of sharing and featuring their
art.

The purpose of the organization is
to provide a forum for the discussion
and exchange of ideas and informa-
tion related to the contemporary art
world. Members of the organization
are thoroughly involved with photog-
raphy, oils, mixed media, pastels,
glass, sculpture, encaustic and water
colors.

Working together as a group, the
Contemporary Art Group has pro-
vided many avenues for members to
show their work. Together, and work-
ing in concert with one another, they
promote and gain recognition above
and beyond the traditional channels.

In the pursuit of joint endeavors,
meetings are devoted to varied art
programs with members offering con-
structive criticism and encouragement
to each other.

Dues are $25 a year. The group
meets the third Wednesday of every
month. The next meeting will take

place at the Watchung Art Center,
located at 18 Sterling Road (on the
circle) in Watchung, on August 15 at
7:30 p.m.

All interested people are cordially
invited to join. For more information,
call Francesca Azzara at (908) 309-
6114, Millicent Brody at (908) 232-
3889 or Sheilia Lenga at (908) 346-
0558.

Don’t let the name fool you – The
Donnas may be an all-girl band, but
they can rock out with the best arena-
rock boys. Along the way, they’ve
taken a page from one of the biggest
bands in punk history, given it their
own twist and have come up with
something decidedly unique.

Inspired by The Ramones, who of
course each took “Ramone” as a
surname, the four Donnas ladies,
who had played together since jun-
ior high school, adopted a shared
first name (shouldn’t be hard to guess
what that is) back in the mid-nine-
ties and have been rocking like the
boys ever since.

The sounds that The Donnas throw
out are gritty, assertive and refresh-
ing. Clearly, girls can rock out on
guitars. Clearly, the best girl guitar-
ists can challenge any of the boys.
But the reality is that most girl gui-
tarists don’t bend arena-rock riffs
the way that Donna R. does, and
most girl groups don’t aim for the
vintage rock sounds of AC/DC or
Kiss.

The Donnas are all about confi-
dence. Their songs have the kind of
swagger that has driven so many male-
penned lyrics and inspired so many
bold rock-guitar licks. And nowhere
is that rock-star style more apparent
than on their major-label debut, 2002’s
“Spend the Night.”

They’re not going for profound lyr-
ics here; they’re ready to party and
ready to stand up to anyone who gets
in the way – “We don’t care if you
think our party’s cool, ‘cause we do/

and we don’t care if you have more
fun at Sunday school, ‘cause who
invited you?” they sing early in the
set. And then they make sure that the
rock-and-roll party they throw is
plenty cool.

Single “Take It Off” is a brilliant
rock anthem, with big crunchy chords
and a chorus that makes it impos-
sible not to sing along. And if Donna
R.’s guitar chops are questioned (they
shouldn’t be), check out the
Playstation 2 video game “Guitar
Hero” – the song merits inclusion on
virtual guitarists’ rise to
superstardom.

The vocal echoes on “Dirty Denim”
become one of the funniest points in
“Spend the Night” – “You paid $200
to look like that? You ought to check
out a Laundromat!” they chant glee-
fully to a boy who is a little too full of
himself.

Since “Spend the Night,” The
Donnas have done some growing up.
They’ve released an album that draws
on more varied influences (2004’s
“Gold Medal”) and have parted ways
with both Atlantic Records and their
“Donna” stage names, referring to
themselves by their real names in-
stead.

Now, The Donnas are poised to
release a new album in the fall on
their own label. Preview the first
single, “Don’t Wait Up For Me,” at
the band’s myspace page
(myspace.com/thedonnas), and let
that arena rocker entice you to pick
up “Spend the Night” and hear these
girls rock out.

Shackamaxon Hosts
10th Play for Pink

SCOTCH PLAINS – The 10th-
annual PLAY FOR P.I.N.K.
fundraiser will be held at the
Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club
in Scotch Plains on July 10. The
event raises money for the Breast
Cancer Research Foundation. More
than 200 Westfield area women will
attend.

The PLAY FOR P.I.N.K. event
will consist of an 18-hole golf tour-
nament followed by a luncheon
with a raffle and silent auction.
Last year, the outing raised
$36,000. This year, the group hopes
to raise $50,000.

throughout the state to both ensure a
better member turnout and attract new
comrades to the New Jersey chapter.

She also noted that members of
WFW enjoy discounts and other privi-
leges at all chapter and national events
such as the Disney Food and Wine
Gala Event in October and a WFW-
sponsored Wine and Dine Cruise next
February.

Portions of the menu from the
barbeque with wine pairings can be
found on Mrs. Keeley’s blog. If you’re
hungry, thirsty or just like to wine, go to
allidoiswine.com or
womenforwinesense.org. À votre santé.


