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PERCONTE RAPS 2-RUN HR; PIRELLA, KENNEY 3 RBI

St. Anthony Rises in 6th, Tops
St. Patrick Softballers, 17-13

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Close, but no cigar, as St. Patrick
failed to fire off enough rounds to
carry them past St. Anthony in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on June 29. Although
the Patrick gang pounded out an 11-
run pummeling in the fourth inning,
St. Anthony won the battle by scoring
six cool runs in the sixth inning and
marched onward to a 17-13 triumph.

St. Anthony scored first with three
runs in the top of the first. George
Gracia (3-for-4) banged a double to
center. Tony Perconte (2-for-3) mangled
a two-run steamer to remote center.
Scott Friedrichs (2-for-3, 2 runs scored)
added a two-out single and scored on
Steve Pirella’s (2-for-3, 3 RBI) triple.
In St. Pat’s half of the inning, Marty
Marks doubled and scored on Jack
Kennedy’s hopper to right field.

St. Anthony kept its metal sticks
sparking with two runs in the second.
Rick Wustefeld (2-for-3) and Jim
Hoelzel (2-for-3) both singled and
crossed home on John Chupko’s single
that was followed by an overthrow.
The Pats’ bats were silenced in the
second and third. Meanwhile, St. An-

thony added three runs to take an, 8-1
lead. Gracia and Perconte both singled.
Bill Aumenta (2 for-3, two RBI)
squibbled a curling two-run single and
Friedrich hit an RBI sac fly.

The Pat men pranced to an offen-
sive frenzy and pitter-pattered across
the plate with 11 runs in the fourth to
take a 12-8 lead. Jim Barba (4-for-4)
started the 14-hit merry-go-around
with the first of his two hits in the
inning. Tony Blasi (2-for-4) cracked
a pair of singles and an RBI and
Gary Cardinale (2-for-4) had a single
and two RBI in his two plate appear-
ances. Tom Kucin (3-for-4) had two
hits and an RBI and Dennis Hercel
(3-for-4, RBI) ripped a pair of singles
and brought home a run. Frank Pepe
doubled and scored twice. Paul
Bifani added a single and an RBI,
and Amilcar Monroy contributed a
hit. Marks (2-for-4, double, RBI)
lashed a run-scoring double and
Kennedy (3-for-5, 3 RBI) ripped a
two-run single.

St. Anthony snapped back with
three runs in the fifth to close to
within one. Pitcher Joe Matuska, Mike
Mastriano and Paul Morello singled
to load the bases. Matuska galloped
home on Bill Lawrence’s single and

Gracia spanked a two-run single
through the hole.

St. Anthony lit the sky with its six
runs in the decisive sixth. Friedrichs
smoked an RBI double and Pirella,
under the instruction of Morella’s com-
ment, “Keep the line moving,” heeded
the request with a two-run single. With
ducks nestling on the pods, Ken Miller
and Hoelzel both slapped RBI singles
and Chupko’s sacrifice fly accounted
for the sixth run.

Down five, St. Pat’s tried to make
the best of it in the bottom of the
seventh inning. Kennedy smoked a
single and Barba looped a single.
Cardinale’s sac fly put the fleet-footed
runners in motion with the cost of a
run on a dropped ball at the plate.

“It’s a whole team effort here. We
got solid hitting from the top to the
bottom and pitching yea, a great job
tonight,” said team captain Perconte.
“The defense was a little off. We
won’t name names but great outfield
play. The guys hit the cut-offs.”

When asked what the key to vic-
tory was, Perconte quickly responded,
“Probably the lineup that the captain
set early on.”
St. Anthony 323    0  36 0 17
St. Patrick 100 (11)00 1 13

SEMPLE SLAMS 3-RUN HR, LUKE’S DEFENSE RULES

St. Luke’s Speed Slows Down
St. Stephen Softball Men, 8-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Luke successfully used its su-
perior team speed defensively to
tighten its grip on the top spot of the
Angels Division by retarding the late-
inning efforts of St. Stephens en route
to an 8-5 victory in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball league ac-
tion at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on June 21. St. Luke upped its record
to 6-1 and glared at members of the
presently undefeated St. Jude team,
the Saints Division leaders, with in-
tensions of eventually knocking them
from their lofty perch to gain league
supremacy.

The Luke defense turned in a num-
ber of stunning plays and demon-
strated it on the game’s very first play
when pitcher Steve Murano knocked
down a sizzler and fired to first for the
putout and followed with a great ba-
nana maneuver to record the second
out. Then leftfielder Damon Roth
chased down a line drive to end the
inning. Roth also added a sliding snag
at the line in the second inning. Short-
stop Scott Smith initiated a second-
to-first double play (DP) in the third
inning and was the middleman in a
pitcher-to-second-to-first DP in the
sixth. Kevin Spellman chased down a
liner in center and Smith made the
game’s last putout by doing a belly

dive and throwing from that position
to nail the runner at second.

Steve first baseman Floyd Roberts
batted down a burning bouncer and
tossed to pitcher Howie Bialos who
covered first for the putout in the
fourth inning. Second baseman Bob
Camisa smothered a smoker and fired
to first for a putout in the seventh.

The 2-5 Steves actually out-hit the
Lukes, 12-9, and exercised more
power at the plate. Steve’s Harry
Semple went 3-for-3, with two runs

scored, and slammed a three-run home
run in the seventh to make matters
tense for the Lukes. Camisa doubled
and singled and Cory Woodring
tripled and scored a run. Jack Ley had
a pair of singles and an RBI. Tom
McGall and Walt Patrylo both singled
and scored. Jeff Goodman and Bob
Gittleman both singled and Bialos
added an RBI sacrifice fly.

The Lukes spread their offense
across the board, led by Sal Gano
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEATING THE THROW TO SECOND…St. Stephen’s Bob Camisa beats the throw from leftfield for a double as St. Luke
second baseman Rick Regenthal makes a tag.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE JOB DONE…St. Patrick’s Marty Marks easily tramples second base in the game against St. Anthony.
Marks went 2-for-4, including a run-scoring double. The leftfielder made two major league snags in the third and one in the
fourth inning.
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Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
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Concierge Services 800-353-9949
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Watchung

Scotch Plains

Westfield
Elegant 7,100 sq. ft. home in a perfect setting.  Great
architectural details.  Incredible kitchen, 6 bedrooms, 5.1
baths.  WSF1076

Charming 4 bedroom, 2 bath home with family room, rec
room, dining room, new kitchen with stainless steel
appliances & more.  WSF0453

Pristine 4 bedroom, 2 bath colonial.  Family room with
skylight, fplc & sliding French doors to deck, kitchen with
granite.  WSF0380

Storybook setting, charming colonial, 4 bedrooms, living
room fireplace, formal dining room, spacious eat-in kitchen
& more. WSF0333

Westfield
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$2,295,000

$499,500 $675,000

$1,050,000 Westfield
Set on spectacular grounds this home of unparalleled ar-
chitectural distinction offers extensive amenities. WSF0186

$3,100,000

Bernards Township
Largest 2 bedroom unit.  Eat-in kitchen, double sided
fireplace, cathedral ceiling, skylight & beautiful view from
deck.  WSF0375

$349,900


