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Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

 T.

Ted Hahn, 61
Ted Hahn, 61, of Roselle died on

Wednesday, June 20, at St. Barnabas
Medical Center in Livingston.

Born in Westfield, he had resided
there before moving to Roselle 25
years ago.

Mr. Hahn was the owner of
Economy Services in Roselle for the
last 30 years.

A graduate of the University of
Cincinnati, he received his Master of
Business Administration degree from
the University of Miami in Ohio in
1968.

He was an Eagle Scout and also a
volunteer Emergency Medical Tech-
nician in Roselle.

Surviving are his wife, Jill; his chil-
dren, Jessica, Judith, Elizabeth, Peter
and Cathleen; two sisters, Eleanor
Lowery and Elsa Hahn, and nine
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, June 23, at the Gray Memorial
Funeral Home in Cranford. Interment
followed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Habitat for
Humanity International, 121 Habitat
Street, Americus, Ga. 31709-3498.
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Meredith L. Humphreys

Meredith Humphreys, 56, Beloved Wife,
Mother, Grandmother, Aunt and Friend
Meredith L. Humphreys, 56, a life-

long resident of Westfield, died Mon-
day evening, June 11, at her home.

Meredith loved to gar-
den, to read, to cook and
especially to teach. She
formed a second home on
Sunset Beach in North
Carolina, where she and
her family vacationed ev-
ery year. She loved her fam-
ily and her home and took
special care of them both
until her passing.

Surviving are her hus-
band, Richard V.
Humphreys, Sr.; her children, Rich-
ard V. Humphreys, Jr., Kerry L.
Richardson, Jessica L. White, John
C. Humphreys, William R.
Humphreys, Lucas E. Richardson,

Jason M. White and Jessica A.
DeAngelis, and her granddaughter,
Avery Milann White.

She also holds a special
place in the hearts of
Meghan E. Hoffmann,
Corinne E. Hoffmann,
Caitlin G. Hoffmann and
Jesse Weiss, the children
to whom she became a
mother. She will be missed
as well by her siblings and
by all of her dear friends.

Meredith...Mom, you
are the center of our uni-
verse and we love you for-

ever. We know you have found peace
and that you are surrounded on all
sides by love.  All of our love, for all
of our lives. We will miss you.
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Debra Gleich, 52, Raised In Westfield;
Writer, Musician, Poet and Artist

Edward Markey, 82, MetLife Retiree;
Served on Iwo Jima in World War II

Mary Whitcombe, 82
Mary C. “Kaye” (Davis)

Whitcombe, 82, of Brick died on Fri-
day, June 22, at home.

Born in Plainfield, she had lived in
Westfield for 70 years before moving
to Brick 13 years ago.

Mrs. Whitcombe had worked at
Lancaster, Ltd. in Westfield for many
years prior to retiring in 1993. Ear-
lier, she was employed with New
Jersey Bell in Newark.

She was active in the Ladies Aux-
iliary of the Westfield Policeman’s
Benevolent Association and was a
communicant of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

She was predeceased by an infant
daughter in 1956.

Surviving are her husband, Warren
Whitcombe; three daughters, Mary
Ann Tallman, Patricia Barry and
Diane Whitcombe; a son, Warren
“Bubba” Whitcombe, and five grand-
children.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
June 26, from the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. A Mass of Christian Burial
followed at the Holy Trinity Church
of Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Edward James Markey, 82, of
Scotch Plains died on Wednesday,
June 13, at home following a long
illness.

Born in Elizabeth, Mr. Markey lived
in Scotch Plains for the past 51 years.
He graduated from Holy Trinity High
School in Westfield and attended Se-
ton Hall University until World War
II interrupted his studies.

Mr. Markey was a Navy Corpsman
attached to the 28th Marines 5th
Marine Division and bravely served
on Iwo Jima. He retired from Metro-
politan Life Insurance Company in
1982 after 28 years and continued
working for the Dean Oil Company.

He was a member of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains and the Com-
bat Veterans of Iwo Jima.

A devoted husband, father, friend
and war hero, he is survived by his
wife of 56 years, Patricia (Gottlick)
Markey; nine children, Patricia and
her husband, Randy Middleton, of
Lafayette, Colo., Cynthia Markey of
Gahanna, Ohio, Mary Ellen and her
husband, Dan Quinn, of Pickerington,
Ohio, Maureen and her husband, Mark
Sewell, of Manassas, Va., Edward
James, III of Belmar, Colleen and her
husband, Gary Pomerantz, of
Tewksbury, Jeanne Marie and her
husband, Geoff Schroeder, of Wall,

Eileen Cardenas (wife of the late Arnie
Cardenas) of Union Township and
Timothy and his wife, Stephanie, of
Lovettsville, Va.; 24 grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren; sisters
Eileen Fitzpatrick of Pearl River, N.Y.,
Patricia Beadle of Cranford and Mary
Joan Gottlick of Westfield, and his
brother, James, of North Plainfield.

He was predeceased by his infant
daughter, Elizabeth Anne; his par-
ents, Edward and Florence; a sister,
Florence, and a brother, William.

A Funeral Mass was held on Mon-
day, June 18, at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Lupus Foundation or
the National Museum of the Marine
Corps in Quantico, Va. in his memory.
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Debra “Riba” Lynn Gleich, 52, of
Burbank, Calif. died of cancer on
Friday, June 22, at the Burbank Health
and Rehabilitation Nursing Home on
South Main Street.

Ms. Gleich was born in Newark,
grew up in Westfield and moved to
San Diego, Calif. to study at the Inter-
national University School of the Arts,
from which she received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Theatre Arts.

She later moved to Los Angeles,
where she made her home in Burbank
and pursued her career as a singer,

actress and songwriter.
Ms. Gleich composed many songs

over the past 30 years, including those
for her band, ELEKTRA. She also
was a researcher for television shows
such as “Strange Universe” and
“Backstory,” and a location manager
for major motion pictures.

A published poet, she accompa-
nied her poetry with her own corre-
sponding artwork. She was a sensi-
tive, intuitive and thought provoking
writer who was invited to have her
beautiful poetry read in the 2008
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival.

A loving daughter, sister and friend,
Ms. Gleich is survived by her mother,
Gladys Gleich of Hilton Head, S.C.,
and her sister and brother-in-law,
Cynthia Meryl Gleich and Ted Agress
of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, please be gener-
ous to the cancer research charity of
your choice.
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Memorial Service Set
For Mr. Sharer June 30

The family of Robert Sharer will
hold a memorial service for him at 3
p.m. on Saturday, June 30, at the First
United Methodist Church, located at
One East Broad Street in Westfield.
The service will feature the Big Apple
Dixieland Jazz Band.

Peter Flanagan

Peter Flanagan, 68, Was Attorney;
Photography Buff and Avid Reader

Peter Flanagan of City Island, N.Y.
died on Sunday, June 10, at
the Balfour Assisted Living
Center in Louisville, Colo.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
he resided in Westfield with
his family for nearly 20 years.
Mr. Flanagan practiced law
at several New York firms
before retiring in 1995. Ear-
lier, he served in the United
States Naval Corps and
worked for the National Parks Ser-
vice at the Statue of Liberty.

He was an avid photographer and
reader and was known for
his wonderful sense of hu-
mor.

Surviving are his brother,
Michael; his daughter, Eliza-
beth; his son, Michael; his
granddaughter, Abigail, and
his grandson, Luke.

A memorial service will be
held on Saturday, June 30, at
5 p.m. at the Flanagan family

home in Westfield.
June 28, 2007

Senators Pursue Firearms,
Hunger, Ocean Monitoring

WASHINGTON – U.S. Senators from
New Jersey, Bob Menendez and Frank
Lautenberg, announced the follow-
ing legislative initiatives last week:

Firearm Data
The Tiahrt amendment, which blocks
public, Congressional and law en-
forcement access to a national data-
base tracking firearms would be re-
moved from this year’s Senate Com-
merce, Justice and Science Appro-
priations Subcommittee spending bill.

In an April letter, Senators
Menendez, Edward Kennedy (D-MA)
and Lautenberg, pushed to restore
broad access to vital statistics on the
origins of guns used in crimes by
urging the committee to strike the
amendment.

Before the information was re-
stricted, data from the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms’ Na-
tional Trace Center showed that the
majority of guns used to commit
crimes in a number of urban areas
originated out of state.

Ocean Acidity
Senator Lautenberg introduced a

bill to focus federal research on rising
ocean acidity. “Ocean acidification
harms corals that provide habitats for
many fish and plankton that are the
base of the marine food chain. This
threat to our marine ecosystems and
our economy demands action,” Sen.
Lautenberg said. “Research on ocean
acidification is still in its infancy. My
bill establishes a comprehensive re-
search and monitoring program so
we can work to protect the health of
our oceans.”

Ocean acidity is caused by a hu-
man-generated emission of carbon
dioxide. According to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), ocean acidity has
increased 30 percent in the last hun-
dred years. NOAA also projects that
by the end of the century, current
levels of carbon dioxide emissions
could result in the lowest levels of
ocean pH in 20 million years.

The oceans require a balanced pH
to maintain water quality favorable to
marine life.

Sen. Lautenberg’s bill, called the
Federal Ocean Acidification Research
and Monitoring Act of 2007, is part of
the work to protect our oceans and
coastlines. On Memorial Day week-

end, Sen. Lautenberg and U.S. Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. announced the in-
troduction of the Beach Protection
Act, a bill that requires new beach
water quality testing and public noti-
fication standards.

Combating Hunger
Sen. Lautenberg, Sen. Elizabeth

Dole (R-NC) and Sen. Blanche Lin-
coln (D-AR) introduced legislation
intended to combat hunger in America
and create job-training opportunities
for those in need through the Food
Employment Empowerment and De-
velopment Act (FEED).

FEED would provide eligible local
governments, groups and organiza-
tions with $20 million a year for the
next five years to carry out food res-
cue and job training programs.

“It is a tragedy that in the United
States, a country where food is plen-
tiful, millions of Americans, includ-
ing children, go hungry each day. The
FEED Act would go a long way to-
ward providing food and job training
to those in need,” said Sen.
Lautenberg.

“We are taking rescued food that
would otherwise be wasted, turning it
into meals that are prepared by people
training to get a job to help support
themselves and their family and us-
ing the meals to feed hungry adults
and children,” said Sen. Lincoln.

Food rescue programs collect un-
served food from restaurants and busi-
nesses and turn it into nutritional
meals for seniors, children and low-
income families.

These meals are distributed and
served at homeless shelters, commu-
nity and youth centers, children’s af-
ter-school programs and senior citi-
zen programs.

“In this country, 27 percent of all
the food produced annually is lost at
the retail, consumer and food service
levels – this means we are wasting
about 3,044 pounds of good food
every second,” said Sen. Dole.

The Lautenberg-Dole-Lincoln bill
would also provide community ser-
vice opportunities for high school
and college students and encourage
partnerships between existing social
service programs.

“As a nation of plenty, we must
make a commitment to eliminate hun-
ger in America,” Sen. Lincoln said.

Manufacturers Should Pay
For Electronic Waste Cost

TRENTON — New Jersey State
Assemblyman Reed Gusciora (D-
Princeton) is proposing a bill to make
manufacturers pay for disposal of
electronic products. He writes:

“There’s little doubt that technol-
ogy has revolutionized the way we
work, go to school and get our enter-
tainment. The advent of personal com-
puters, cellular telephones, flat screen
TVs and PDAs can add up to a phe-
nomenal amount of waste when those
electronic products become obsolete.
The average American household has
at least two computers collecting dust
in a basement or garage. The question
is: How does the disposal of these
items impact our environment and
future generations?

In April, New Jersey celebrated the
state’s twentieth anniversary of our
mandatory recycling program. Al-
though there are currently no rules
for the mandatory recycling of elec-
tronic waste (e-waste), one is pend-
ing in the New Jersey Legislature.
The Electronic Waste Recycling Act
(A.3572) will make the recycling of
electronic waste mandatory and paid
for by the product’s manufacturers.
This model for paying for the safe
disposal of metals and chemicals that
can wreak havoc in our already over-
burdened state ecosystem makes tre-
mendous sense as it raises no new
taxes and can be paid for by manufac-
turers who will then have an incen-
tive to lower the amount of toxic
ingredients in their equipment.

Why is proper disposal so impor-
tant for New Jersey? The same rea-
sons why other states are concerned.
In the United States, over 220 million
tons of electronic waste is disposed
of improperly each year. These prod-
ucts contain toxic substances includ-
ing lead, selenium, cadmium, mer-
cury, arsenic, chromium and cobalt
— a veritable “who’s who” of the
periodic table. When disposed of in
landfills and garbage dumps, those
toxins seep into the ground and con-
taminate water supplies, posing a se-
rious health risk to our communities.

“Some experts contend that e-waste
is soon to become the 21st century’s
most challenging toxic waste prob-
lem. There is still time to prevent this
dilemma from becoming a full-blown
environmental disaster.

New Jersey has four options when
it comes to e-waste: 1) do nothing and
allow electronic waste to fill our land-
fills; 2) recycle the waste solely by
the state at a substantial cost to tax-
payers; 3) put the cost of e-waste
recycling programs directly on con-
sumers at the time or purchase through
an “advanced recovery fee” (ARF) or
tax; or 4) place such responsibility on
manufacturers, a model known as
“producer responsibility.” Currently,
California has an ARF system, while

Maine, Washington state, Maryland
and the European Union have “pro-
ducer responsibility” programs in
place.

It is no surprise that California’s
product tax model has not gone over
well and has been avoided by other
states that are addressing this impor-
tant issue. Conversely, after a two-
year study, the Council of State Gov-
ernments for the Northeast Region
determined that the producers of these
products are in the best position to
take on this problem. It was also the
intention of area states not to create a
“patchwork” of differing laws,
whereby confusion would result
among manufacturers, retailers and
consumers alike. As a result, New
Jersey’s pending act is modeled after
the “producer responsibility” model.

It is the intent of the legislation to
put the onus of proper disposal di-
rectly on the manufacturer rather than
the consumer. Our pending bill re-
quires producers to register with the
state and then pay a fee of $.50 per
pound of recycled electronic equip-
ment generated by that manufacturer.
Producers that already have their own
“take back” program would be able to
opt out of the state system, subject to
Department of Enviromental
Protection’s approval.

This legislation accomplishes three
important goals. First, the cost of
recycling e-waste would be placed
squarely with the original product
producers.

Second, there would be less ad-
ministrative costs. Third, and most
important, by placing the burden on
producers, an incentive is created for
manufacturers to design more envi-
ronmentally-friendly products.

A recent study by the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology found
that “producer responsibility” pro-
grams were more cost effective be-
cause of less oversight on manufac-
turers who would no longer have to
ensure that thousands of retail outlets
collect an “advanced recovery fee” at
the time of purchase. It also showed
that e-waste under this model was
considerably less expensive to collect.

Citizens should not have to pay
more taxes to clean the environment—
or in this case, to prevent pollution—
when a model exists that will encour-
age manufacturers to minimize toxic
metals and other elements by creat-
ing safer, smarter products. Consum-
ers and retailers have already taken
on enormous burdens for properly
disposing of dangerous waste. We
should minimize their burdens and
balance it with responsibility on all
stakeholders in the marketplace. In
this regard, it is hoped that New Jer-
sey will make the right choice and
give the “producer responsibility”
model the green light.”

Community News

Trinitas Begins Clinical Trial
 on Multiple Myeloma

ELIZABETH – Trinitas Compre-
hensive Cancer Center (Trinitas CCC)
has announced its participation in a
nationwide, multi-center clinical trial
for previously untreated patients with
multiple myeloma.

Heading the study for the Aptium
Oncology Research Network is Dr.
Brian Durie from the Cedars Sinai
Outpatient Cancer Center in Los
Angeles. Also on the study is Dr.
Sundar Jagannath, chief of the Mul-
tiple Myeloma Program and Bone
Marrow and Stem Cell Transplan-
tation Program at St. Vincent’s Com-
prehensive Cancer Center in New
York City.

Over the past three decades, the

treatment for multiple myeloma has
been mainly palliative with a median
life expectancy of three years and less
than 10 percent living 10 years or
longer, Trinitas officials said.

Participants in the clinical trial must
meet the following eligibility: have a
confirmed diagnosis of multiple my-
eloma requiring treatment; no prior
chemotherapy, immunotherapy, vac-
cine or other agents for the treatment
of active multiple myeloma; adequate
cardiac, liver and kidney function and
be over the age 18.

For additional information on this
clinical trial, visit trinitasccc.org or
contact Maria Serrano, Clinical Re-
search Manager, at (908) 994-8539.

Saladin Graduates
From Air Force

SCOTCH PLAINS – Air Force
Airman Reshard Saladin of Scotch
Plains graduated from basic military
training at Lackland Air Force Base,
San Antonio, Tex.

During the six weeks of training,
the airman studied the Air Force mis-
sion, organization, and military cus-
toms and courtesies, performed drill
and ceremony marches and received
physical training, rifle marksmanship,
field training exercises and special
training in human relations.

In addition, airmen who complete
basic training earn credits toward an
associate’s degree through the Com-
munity College of the Air Force.

Saladin is the son of Cindy Saladin-
Muhammed of Scotch Plains. He is a
2003 graduate of Sussex County Tech-
nical High School in Sparta.

More News at
goleader.com


