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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHOW ME THOSE BABY BLUES…Shore Catch of Barnegat Bay joined the
Scotch Plains Farmers’ Marketplace on Park Avenue this summer with a
selection of fresh seafood. Owner Jim LaPrete, left, shows off his bluefish to Jeff
Stein, manager of the Marketplace.

RVSA Employees Oppose
Plant Privatization Proposal

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Employees at the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) have started attending RVSA
board meetings again in opposition
to any plans for privatizing RVSA’s
wastewater-treatment operations. The
board has moved ahead in seeking
bids for its cogeneration facility.

The Rahway sewer-treatment facil-
ity is currently undergoing a $150-
million upgrade of its facilities. Mem-
ber towns, including Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Garwood,
face increases as part of the debt in-
curred by the RVSA for the project,
which resulted from a court order.

Anthony Gencarelli, an RVSA
employee speaking as a “private citi-
zen,” sat down with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and said he
has concerns over the authority’s
overall operation and direction it
has taken on privatization. “I just
want it to be clear that I am not
speaking on behalf of the authority.”

“There are people [who] I think
accuse me or feel that I am in this
strictly for a  self-preservation point of
view concerning my job. Nothing
could be further from the truth,” he
said.

The RVSA hired Consolidated
Construction Management Services
(CCM) as the construction manage-
ment firm for the facility upgrade.

Mr. Gencarelli said CCM did not
have sufficient staff to handle the
project. “These guys don’t have the
experience. They don’t have the
know-how. They should have never
been awarded the contract.”

He said other larger firms did not
apply for the construction-manage-
ment contract, instead opting to be
subcontractors for the project. “I be-
lieve they were told that was the way
it was going to have to be done for
them to get the work,” he said.

Mr. Gencarelli said the Bergen
and Passaic County sewerage au-
thorities and the Joint Meeting of
Essex and Union Counties opted not
to privatize their wastewater-treat-
ment facilities. He said he asked the
RVSA board to request documents
from both authorities on why they
rejected privatization. Although
RVSA Commissioner Jim Murphy,
chairman at the time, agreed, “the
investigation was never pursued,”
Mr. Gencarelli said.

According to an RVSA report on
privatization prepared by NW Fi-

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DON’T  PRIVATIZE RVSA...Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority employee
Anthony Gencarelli, left, speaking as a “private citizen,” discusses his concerns
about privitizing RVSA’s wastewater-treatment operations with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times assignment editor Paul Peyton in the newspaper office last week.

SPFHS Graduates 370 Seniors
During 2007 Commencement

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIELD OF GRADS...The 370 members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduating class sit on Perry Tyson Field
during their commencement ceremony held last Wednesday evening. See photos of the entire procession, along with
additional graduation photos, at timesnj.com/photos.

By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last Wednes-
day, 370 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School (SPFHS) students marched
onto Perry Tyson Field to receive
their high-school diplomas.

The commencement exercises

opened up with the singing of the
National Anthem, by graduating se-
nior Andre Smith. SPFHS Principal
David Heisey welcomed everyone to
the occasion. Class valedictorian
Karina DeMair and salutatorian Mor-
gan Finkel each gave remarks.

In her remarks, Karina told gradu-
ates to “define your beliefs, but be
open to others.”

“In this world, it seems that if you
look for scorn or pessimism, you will
find it. So don’t allow room for nega-
tive influence to creep into your life.
Remember that the people you see on
this stage and in these bleachers and,
most importantly, surrounding you,
are your fan club. They all believe in
you. When you need a little support
or need something to brighten your
day, remember this happy occasion
and the feeling of love that radiates
from this senior class,” she said in her
speech.

After the valedictorian and saluta-
torian made their comments, a group
of SPFHS students sang Sting’s
“Fields of Gold.”

“Set your goals, work hard and be
prepared for the unexpected,” said SP-

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CON-GRAD-ULATIONS...Left, a graduating senior receives a congradulatory
handshake from Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes. Right, a graduate
scans the crowd after the ceremony.

Celebrate Independence Day: Happy Fourth of July!

Mayor Marks to Pay for Own Legal
Representation in LeStrange Lawsuit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said at the council’s regular
meeting on Tuesday that he would
pay for his own legal representation
in a defamation lawsuit filed against
him by Neal LeStrange, who ran un-
successfully for township council last
year.

The mayor mentioned multiple let-
ters to the editor published last week in
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
“opining that I should not receive legal
representation or indemnification from
the township’s insurance carrier for
this lawsuit.”

He said the letters were written by
Dick Samuel, chairman of the
township Democratic Committee,
Ken Lipstein, former Democratic
Committee chairman and Constant
Baldasarre, whose wife is a
Democratic committee member.

He also said Mr. LeStrange and his
attorney are representatives of the
township Democratic Party. “Does
anyone see a pattern developing
here?” the mayor asked.

He said the lawsuit was forwarded
to the Joint Insurance Fund (JIF), the
township’s insurance carrier, for its
evaluation and review, a standard
practice whenever a member of a
governing body or administration or
an employee is named in a suit relating
to his or her role in township affairs.

Ultimately, the mayor said the JIF
makes the final determination as to
whether the lawsuit warrants any kind
of coverage.

“At no time did I request coverage
for myself, although leaders and
representatives of the local
Democratic Party seemed quite
anxious to portray that I did,” the
mayor said.

Even though the JIF has yet to
make a determination about coverage,
the mayor said he wanted to tell
township residents, “in particular the
very anxious members” of the local
Democratic Party, that he had secured
his own legal representation in the
matter.

In other business during its 30-
minute meeting, the council approved
a resolution calling for Joseph Biren,
a public engineer, to conduct a
structural study of the public-works
facility on Plainfield Avenue.

Mr. Biren will submit his report
next month so the council can then
move forward with decisions
regarding whether to renovate the

existing structure or build a new
facility and, in the shorter term, what
type of roof repair to make.

The state’s Public Employees
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, which inspects public
facilities annually, has raised concerns
about the roof’s condition, and the
council needs to take action to avoid
further problems with the agency,
officials said.

The council approved the renewal
of 16 liquor licenses in Scotch Plains
— nine plenary retail consumption
licenses, four plenary retail distri-
bution licenses and three club li-
censes.

The council did not take action on
the proposed transfer of a liquor li-
cense from Rayric Corp. to World
Entertainment Group, which plans
to open a dessert and coffee shop at
375 Park Avenue, because the re-
quired tax clearance certificate from
state officials has not yet been is-
sued.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
said the state Alcoholic Beverage
Commission had extended the life
of the Rayric liquor license, which
is now classified as a pocket license,
and he said he expects the council
to act on the transfer later this

‘Top Gun’ Demonstrations
Show SWAT Capabilities

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – FLASH!
BANG! If you’re barricaded against
police entry in New Jersey, these
two sensations – which will leave
you momentarily dazed – will alert
you that police are coming in. If
you’re holding a gun.

Police officers and prosecutors at-
tending the Top Gun training on Tues-
day afternoon at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy in Scotch Plains
witnessed a demonstration of SWAT
team capabilities.

In the first of two entry demonstra-
tions, Monmouth County narcotics
officers used a battering ram to open
the door at a simulated residence at
the academy. The second exercise,
demonstrated by Union County’s
Emergency Response Team, was
called an explosive breach, meaning

an explosive charge was used to open
the door.

In the first case, a “flash-bang” was
used to disrupt the ability of people
inside to react to the entry. In the
second, the blast performed that func-
tion.

While the blast of the explosive
breach was powerful enough to re-
move the door from its hinges, it was
limited enough that an officer still
needed to knock down the door. The
ability to minimize the damage from
an entry of that type means it can be
used in many situations, police said.

Although the blast was reason-
ably safe from the 100 or so feet
that spectators were kept back, the
shock wave was still severe enough
to set off a car alarm hundreds of
feet away.

This Top Gun training was the first
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Fireworks in Local Towns
Salute Independence Day

Sunday, July 1
Kenilworth

David Brearley High School on
Monroe Avenue. Fireworks at dusk.

Wednesday, July 4
Cranford

Nomahegan Park on Springfield
Avenue. Fireworks at 9:15 p.m.

Mountainside
Deerfield School and  Our Lady of

Lourdes School on Central Avenue.
Fireworks at dusk, presented in con-
junction with the fire department
and the Mountainside Police Ath-
letic League.

Summit
Memorial Field off Ashland Road.

Concert featuring Randy and The Rain-
bows and Larry Chance and The Earls
at 7:15 p.m. Fireworks at 9:15 p.m.

Plainfield
Cedar Brook Park off Park Av-

enue. Concert at 6 p.m. featuring
around 10 local bands. Fireworks at
9:15 p.m.

Union
Biertuempfel Park. Concert fea-

turing the Party Dolls at Biertuempfel
Park on Winslow Avenue followed
by fireworks at dusk.

Roselle Park
Roselle Park High School. Day

and evening festivities starts at 10
a.m. Activities will include a face
painter, moonwalk, cotton candy,
adult and child sack races, a hip-hop
derby and live music by the Magic
Touch band. Fireworks at dusk.

Springfield
Meisel Park on Meisel Avenue.

Activities start at 5 p.m. with food,
pony rides, a petting zoo and the
band Blues Driver. Fireworks at
dusk.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Demolition Permit Released
For Livingston Wilbor Debris

By JILLIAN HERNANDEZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Re-
development Agency released a
demolition permit on June 20 that
allows the removal of a mound of
debris at the site of the wall collapse
at the Livingston Wilbor Corporation
on South Avenue in Fanwood.

The building collapse occurred
May 15 when a firewall at the Station
Mews redevelopment project on
South Avenue, currently under con-
struction, fell on top of the roof of
Livingston Wilbor, causing the roof
to collapse on the one-story structure.

Fanwood’s governing body, which
also serves as the borough’s redevel-
opment agency, said the permit had
been released during a meeting of the
agency that same day.

The mound will be leveled, which
means the company will move for-
ward with getting back to work soon,
Mayor Colleen Mahr said.

Since the collapse, the borough is-
sued a stop-work order  for the Mews

site. During a state inspection of the
collapse, officials suspected the pres-
ence of asbestos at the site, borough
officials said.

The threat of asbestos, along with the
debris and machinery left behind, made
the building uninhabitable. The issu-
ance of the demolition permit marks
the start of steps forward in the redevel-
opment process, according to officials.

“At the moment, the company is
operating out of the back of the build-
ing,” said Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern.

On another issue, officials said that
in May the redevelopment agency
approved an application to redevelop
one corner of the intersection of South
and Martine Avenues, including the
former site of the Internet Café.

The former café and the two build-
ings behind it will most likely be de-
molished, according to officials. The
parking lot behind the café also would
be included in the redevelopment.

“It’s still in the planning stages,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOOM!…Officers from the Union County Emergency Response Team enter a
building after the door was removed from its hinges with an explosive charge. The
demonstration was part of the Top Gun training being given to police officers and
prosecutors from around the state at the Stamler Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

Note: Due to the July 4 holiday, The Times will go to
press on Tuesday; all submittal deadlines for our July 5
issue are moved up one day as a result. Thank you.


