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POLICE BLOTTER

apply for the construction-manage-
ment contract, instead opting to be
subcontractors for the project. “I be-
lieve they were told that was the way
it was going to have to be done for
them to get the work,” he said.

Mr. Gencarelli said the Bergen and
Passaic County sewerage authorities
and the Joint Meeting of Essex and
Union Counties opted not to privatize
their wastewater-treatment facilities.
He said he asked the RVSA board to
request documents from both authori-
ties on why they rejected privatization.
Although RVSA Commissioner Jim
Murphy, chairman at the time, agreed,
“the investigation was never pursued,”
Mr. Gencarelli said.

According to an RVSA report on
privatization prepared by NW Finan-
cial Group, LLC, and Weiner-Lesniak,
RVSA’s legal counsel, benefits of
privatization would include stabiliz-
ing property taxes and reducing gov-
ernmental operating budgets. Ray
Lesniak, a partner in the firm, is a
long-time state senator from Eliza-
beth, which is part of the  20th legis-
lative district along with Kenilworth,
a member of the RVSA. “I see that as
a conflict,” Mr. Gencarelli said.

He said RVSA was charged $30,000
for preparation of that report.

Officials have said privatization ne-
gotiations would cost RVSA $500,000.

Mr. Gencarelli estimated that, based
on his research, rate increases to mem-
ber towns would be around 12 percent
a year if a private company ran the
day-to-day operations of the sewer-
age-treatment facility. He fears
privatization would bring “opportuni-
ties for corruption at the expense of the
ratepayer” along with rate increases,
workforce reductions, a decline in ser-
vice and a loss of accountability.

He said commissioners Joan Papen
of Scotch Plains, Clark Landale from
Mountainside and Allen Chin of
Westfield oppose privatization. Tho-
mas McHale of Kenilworth, who just
resigned from the board, also op-
posed the plan.

During a mayors’ forum on
privatization last fall, Mr. Gencarelli
said the board decided “that it made
more sense to let the authority staff
run the plant, get a baseline, see what
it is costing the ratepayers for us to
run the plant. And then you have a
basis for comparison,” he said.

“Negative impacts of privatization
[are] rate increases. Rahway Water is
a prime example. That was privatized
by United Water,” he said.

From 1983 to 1998, there was one
Rahway Water rate increase of 20
percent, Mr. Gencarelli said. When
the system was privatized by United
Water Company in 1999, rates “went
up 56.35 percent in one shot,” he said,
noting that United Water decided to
eliminate its discount to users.

“There is only one customer that
uses that much water in Rahway Water
service area – Merck,” he said. He
said when Merck heard of the dis-
count elimination, it turned off its
valve. “They were buying all their
water from Elizabethtown (Water).
United Water had to come back and
renegotiate with them.”

When United Water proposed a
privatization plan for RVSA in 2006,
it promised $3 million in savings (15
to 20 percent) on a $16.2 million
RVSA operating budget, according
to a report obtained by The Leader.

“We have the ability to steer the
authority clear of costly missteps and to
drive the organization to greater effi-
ciency,” according to United Water’s
presentation to the RVSA in 2006.

“(The $3 million in savings is) not
going to happen. They’d have to cut
(the portion including labor, fuel and
chemicals) by 37 percent. We don’t
have that kind of fat in (the RVSA

budget),” Mr. Gencarelli said, factor-
ing in that United Water would also
look to make a profit on top of pro-
ducing a savings for the RVSA.

“We are currently operating equip-
ment that is 30 to 40 years old,” Mr.
Gencarelli said. He said under a five-
to-10-year contract, which he believes
RVSA would likely look at, a private
operator could “drive the equipment
into the ground” by not doing the
“required maintenance.”

In documentation he presented to
The Leader during the interview last
week, he said legal fees for the author-
ity have soared from $91,000 in 1996
to more than $600,000 this year with
Weiner-Lesniak. A total of $750,000
of RVSA’s $16.2 million operating
budget covers legal fees. Salaries and
benefits are $5.7 million. He said the
firm bills $175 an hour as its partner
fee. He said dividing the fee into
$500,000 shows 2,857 hours of work.

“Seventy-one weeks of a full-time
attorney working for us. There is no
way we have that much legal work,”
Mr. Gencarelli said. “Right now, there
is no dollar limit on their contract.”

“My sense is [that] logic [and] en-
gineering judgment [are] not going to
prevail (on stopping privatization).
And it’s not going to work on our
board coming from our employees.

“We’ve given them what they need
to know, and it’s been ignored,” he
added. “The pressure is political, in
my opinion, from outside…The only
chance we have of doing the right
thing is for the public to get involved.
Get them to the meetings.”

The next RVSA meeting is Thurs-
day, July 19, at 7:30 p.m. at the board’s
meeting room at 1050 East
Hazelwood Avenue in Rahway.
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Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader
CON-GRAD-ULATIONS...Above, Westfield High School graduates congratu-
late themselves after their commencement ceremony, tossing their caps into the
air. Below left, Student Council president Satya Tagat delivers remarks to the
Class of 2007 during the ceremony. Below right, graduate Seth Applebaum tosses
his cap after the ceremony.

Westfield
Monday, June 18, a computer valued

at approximately $1,500 was reported
stolen from a second-floor classroom
at the Hillcrest Academy, located on
the 700 block of Westfield Avenue. The
computer is the property of the Union
County Educational Services Commis-
sion, police said.

Tuesday, June 19, Anthony L. Ball,
51, of East Orange was arrested at East
Orange police headquarters pursuant
to a Westfield contempt of court war-
rant. Ball was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and held in lieu of $300 bail.

Thursday, June 21, Gary Pettersen,
39, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle stop
at East Broad Street and Wychview
Road. He was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Friday, June 22, Anthony Narciso,
36, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Union City contempt of court warrant.
He was released after posting $96 bail.

Friday, June 22, a recreation facility
on North Chestnut Street reported that
elements of its sprinkler system were
damaged due to criminal mischief.
The cost of the damage was unknown.

Saturday, June 23, a resident of the
1600 block of Boynton Avenue re-
ported someone set off a firecracker in
his mailbox, causing minor damage.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 18, a resident of Grand

Street reported that someone called his
house several times in the middle of the
night.

Tuesday, June 19, a resident of Wind-
ing Brook Way reported that she re-
ceived several harassing phone calls
from her neighbor regarding her land-
scaping.

Tuesday, June 19, Shakir Kareem
Snead, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. According to police,
Snead was also arrested for obstruc-
tion of justice after he supplied police
with several different names and ad-
dresses.

Wednesday, June 20, a patron of a
Route 22 business reported that some-
one stole his cell phone from a table
when he went to the bathroom. Ac-
cording to police, the phone was val-
ued at $300.

Mountainside Police Advise
Soliciting Permit Required

MOUNTAINSIDE – Police Chief
James Debbie advises borough resi-
dents and the public of the local ordi-
nance pertaining to door-to-door so-
licitations.

The soliciting and canvassing or-
dinance requires that any person
wishing to solicit door-to-door in
Mountainside first obtain a permit
from the police department. After an
investigation, the applicant would
be issued a canvass button, which
has a number and inscription “Bor-
ough of Mountainside” on it and
must be displayed on the solicitor’s
garment.

Police Captain Richard Osieja said
these ordinances have been on the
books for a long time. “The average
resident has no idea who they are
opening their front door to. We have
found on several of the canvassers we
have picked up that they have crimi-
nal records and that is the thing we are
trying to avoid,” he said.

Recently, police arrested an indi-
vidual for soliciting magazine sales
without a permit and, upon process-

ing, discovered the individual had an
extensive criminal record for drug
possession, assault, criminal trespass
and battery.

Chief Debbie asks that any resi-
dent who is visited by a canvasser
who does not have a borough permit
displayed contact the police depart-
ment at (908) 232-8100.

WF BOE Discusses Prior
Review, Student Schedules
By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the board of
education’s meeting Tuesday night,
board member Ann Cary asked
Westfield High School Interim Prin-
cipal Dennis Fyffe for a status report
on the editorial process for “Blue
Devil News.”

This comes after Mr. Fyffe invoked
a policy in April giving him manda-
tory prior review of all material used
in the TV-36 program.

“It would be our goal that when
school starts in the fall that this will
behind us – that your duties with prior
review will be over,” Ms. Cary said to
Mr. Fyffe.

Mr. Fyffe said, “I am confident that
this problem will be imminently
solved. I have every intention that we
will start the school year with a princi-
pal who does not have prior review.”

Board Vice President Julia Walker
reported that the board would vote on
the second reading of the amended
policy once the policy committee has
reviewed the “editorial standards” of
the publication’s student advisor.

The amended policy would change
language mandating that the principal
review all student publications before
their printing or airing; new language
would make prior review optional.

Ms. Walker said that there would
be separate policies for the print and
for broadcast journalism programs.

In other matters, Mr. Fyffe reported
to the board regarding the status of

student scheduling for the next school
year. “I was too optimistic in terms of
a timeline,” he said.

Final class schedules were supposed
to be mailed to students on June 1. Mr.
Fyffe said that the schools now expect
to mail schedules in the second week
in July. He plans to extend the deadline
for making schedule changes into
August and will send letters to all
families explaining the situation.

This follows the board’s approval
in January to purchase a new soft-
ware program aimed to aid in sched-
uling. The program, called CIMPLE,
comes with a $260,000 price tag over
two years.

Mr. Fyffe said that overall, the soft-
ware program has proven to be “high
quality.”

“With the software being so phe-
nomenally fast, it allows us to make
minor changes, one step at a time,” he
said.

Mr. Fyffe reported that, in running
class schedules, the students’ “major
academic subjects did very well – about
a 96- to 98-percent success rate.”

The electives didnot fare as well,
he said. “[This is problematic be-
cause] many of our electives are ev-
ery bit as important as our major
academic subjects.”

“There is a real commitment to
getting it right the first year of imple-
mentation,” Mr. Fyffe said.

Superintendent of Schools William
Foley agreed, “I don’t want the sched-
ules to go out until they are ready.”

GW Residents Upset With
Turnout for Guerriero Update

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil continued its discussion Tuesday
night of the proposed James V.
Guerriero Memorial Field, the
borough’s Little League field, located
on Myrtle Avenue.

Officials said earlier this year that
the $1.4-million project would in-
clude a soccer/hockey/baseball field,
a new basketball court, synthetic turf,
a playground, walking trail, bocce
ball court and quiet sitting area.

Councilman and recreation commit-
tee representative Keith Sluka said he
received a letter from ICOR Partners,
the state-mandated representatives to
review playground safety for borough’s
insurance company, pointing out mul-
tiple violations on the current field.

“They said the Little League field,
basketball court and swings need
improvement and the playground
equipment is outdated. So we have no
option in undergoing this project since
we need to do renovations anyway,”
Mr. Sluka said.

Longtime resident Anne Leonard
said, “Some people are in favor for
the field and some aren’t. I hear what’s
going on, but not everyone has the
courage to talk at meetings. People
don’t even read the paper anymore.
They don’t come out to meetings
because they feel like their opinions
don’t matter.”

Six residents attended Tuesday’s
council meeting.

“I’m very disappointed that the hall
is not packed. It’s always the same
people that come out,” said longtime
resident John Conlin. “Even if you
(borough council) make a decision
tonight to go through with the field,
how can residents react if they don’t
come to these meetings? This (bor-
ough) newsletter went to every home
and I’m just very disappointed that
not more people came.”

A few weeks back, the spring/sum-
mer borough newsletter, “Just the facts,”
mailed out to all residents, included a
three-page color-spread history regard-
ing the decisions to redo the field.

On Tuesday night, Mayor Dennis
McCarthy said, “Some residents did
voice their opinions at other council
meetings but since the newsletter was
mailed out, we have received no input
from community members. No one
called, e-mailed or wrote us regard-
ing their feelings.”

The council will make a final deci-
sion on the field at its July 10 meet-
ing; it encouraged all residents to
attend. There will also be a budget-
hearing meeting on that day.

The council also discussed the is-
sue of smoking at outdoor recreational
facilities in the borough. Mr. Sluka
said he would like to see smoking
banned at the sports complex.

“We are trying to teach our chil-
dren sportsmanship and health, and
having people smoking in the bleach-
ers next to them is not good. They
should walk just a few feet out of the
complex,” Mr. Sluka said.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio,
a smoker herself, agreed. “I go to
games at Giants Stadium and you have
to go outside to smoke, and that’s a
much farther walk then at our field. It’s
not a big deal. Or just don’t smoke for
the hour and a half. The most impor-
tant thing is the health of our children.”

The Little League field is a bor-
ough-owned recreation facility, and
Mayor McCarthy said, “If people want
to use it, they must abide by our rules.”

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said he would look at other cities to
see how they enforce no-smoking
laws and would work on writing a
borough ordinance to ban smoking at
recreational facilities.

Resident Bruce Paterson called the
ban “scary” and said the council mem-
bers are “infringing on our rights,” to
which Mr. Sluka replied, “I think it’s
the role of government officials to
enforce rules on public property, to
protect the health and safety of our
residents. We are not enforcing no-
smoking (laws) on your private prop-
erty. That would be an infringement
on your rights. But public property is
our job and the safety of our children
comes first.”

SISTER ACT…Sister Maureen Fichner
was named the new principal of Holy
Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield and Mountainside. Sister
Maureen will replace current Principal
Dorothy Szot upon her retirement this
year. Sister Maureen has been with Holy
Trinity since September 2002, serving
as an upper-grade science teacher. Be-
fore joining Holy Trinity, she was the
principal of Saint Philip Neri School in
Lafayette Hill, Pa. for 14 years.

ommendation.”
BOE member Lisa Marano, chair-

man of the building and grounds com-
mittee, said, “This was never a
‘wetdown’ per say. A ‘wetdown’ is
when you spray a new fire truck. All
the fire department has been doing on
Mondays is spraying water. It wasn’t
intended for children. This was briefly
talked about at one of the [building
and grounds] meetings months ago
and that’s it. It wasn’t a big issue.”

BOE member Christine Guerriero
said, “I don’t understand why this is
being brought up now. At the begin-
ning of the meeting, we unanimously
agreed to pay over $800 to fix the
field. Why would we then ruin it with
all this water? Why wasn’t the topic
of a ‘wetdown’ brought up back be-
fore we voted on giving over $800? It
would’ve made more sense then to
talk about it before voting. We should
support Mr. Spera and the building
and grounds committee in the recom-
mendation and not point fingers as to
who asked for it to stop.”

Mr. Moore and Mr. Villaraut both
said that if they had known about the
wetdowns they would have voted
against the field improvements.

In other business, the board dis-
cussed summer cleaning in prepartion
for the opening of the school in fall.
School classrooms will be painted,
desks will be disinfected and floors
will be washed.

“Each classroom takes about four
days of solid cleaning, which is very
important since some children have
allergies, and we need to keep the
classrooms clean,” said Lincoln

School Principal and acting Superin-
tendent Teresa Quigley.

Mr. Spera said there would be 17
new trees planted at Lincoln and 20
new trees planted at Washington.

BOE member Barbara Greet, chair-
woman of the education committee,
said she was “excited” about the FOSS/
Pearson Scott Foresman grades one to
five science program. “I feel we have
the best of both worlds,” she said.

FOSS is a research-based science
curriculum for children in kindergar-
ten to grade eight.
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Police Captain Cliff Auchter denied
that claim.

“First of all, we don’t have all the
full facts,” Capt. Auchter told The
Leader. “Nor would I have
indicated…that (the shift change)
would have been the cause.”

“There are still way too many un-
knowns,” Capt. Auchter said.

Furthermore, shift changes at life-
guard stands are similar to police
shift changes. “It’s a continuum,” he
said, in which people are specifically
relieved one-on-one, not leaving the
chair vacant.

Capt. Auchter said rumors that the
boy had throat surgery have yet to be
confirmed or denied, as he has not
spoken with the boy’s mother.

“We don’t know if this child suf-
fered an illness, a seizure,” he said.
“We don’t have the autopsy report.
We’re just classifying it as still under

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Boy, 6, Drowns in WF Pool
investigation.”

Assistant Prosecutor Eileen Walsh
of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office confirmed that the office is
working with the Westfield Police
Department on the case.

“Any case where someone dies, the
prosecutor’s office steps in, just to
take a look,” she said. “There’s noth-
ing suspicious at this point.”

“It’s a tragedy,” Ms. Walsh said.
The Manor Park Swim Club de-

clined comment.
“We can’t give a statement right

now, on the advice of our insurance
company,” said swim club manager
Karen Infantino.

The wake for David was held Sun-
day and Monday at the Peter Labella
Funeral Home in Brooklyn.

Funeral services were held Tues-
day morning at St. Brendan’s Roman
Catholic Church in Brooklyn.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council
tions and lighting are not included in
the base bid.

Multiple other roads are also due
for improvements, and contracts will
be awarded July 10.

The town will introduce an ordi-
nance July 10 to increase the night-
owl parking times in lots 4 and 9,
which had been from 7 p.m. to 9 a.m.
Upon approval, the lot hours will be
from 4:30 p.m. to 9 a.m.

Five Edison Intermediate School
students from Judy Hutchinson’s
eighth-grade class proposed estab-
lishing bike paths in Westfield.

The students – Emma Gross,
Samantha Weidman, Alan Chu, Pat
Conlon and Adam Ross – took turns
highlighting the benefits of installing
bike lanes and paths in Westfield near
Willow Grove Road, with a focus on
improving air quality.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh said
it would be feasible to connect
Tamaques and Edison schools with
bike lanes and paths. “This is just a
proposal, but it is doable,” he said.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky asked the
council’s public safety, transporta-
tion, traffic and parking committee to
review the proposal.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Rev. Robert Taylor and Shirley Farmer
of St. Luke’s Zion Church requested
permission to hold a “festival fun
day” that would close roads from
West Broad Street to Downer Street
and Downer Street to Cumberland
Street on Saturday, July 28.

Ms. Farmer said that, with three
members of the church going off to
college in the fall, “our scholarship
committee is in need of raising funds.”

The church hopes to turn “festival
fun day” into an annual event, bring-
ing in vendors from 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. and providing games and activi-
ties for youngsters from 3 to 6:30
p.m.

After Fire Chief Daniel Kelly’s
advice to hire an off-duty police of-
ficer or crossing guard and some de-
bate over closing surrounding roads,
the council approved the church’s
request.

“I think we should try one year and
see how it goes,” Mayor Skibitsky
said.

In a special meeting prior to the
regular meeting, the council passed
two resolutions as a package – the
first renewing the liquor license of
AFF Enterprises for Sweet Waters
Steakhouse at 43 Elm Street, the sec-
ond approving the person-to-person
transfer of said license to Sweet Wa-
ters Inc.

Saturday, June 23, Jaepierre Henry,
22, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Sunday, June 24, JuanCarlos Rodas,
28, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with harassment after police
responded to a report of a suspicious
person banging on the window of a
house. Rodas was picked up on Front
Street and was identified as the indi-
vidual striking the window, police said.

Sunday, June 24, Sean Young, 39, of
Jersey City was arrested for an out-
standing warrant after being stopped
for soliciting magazines without a per-
mit.

Monday, June 25, Robert Scibeck,
18, of Fanwood was arrested for   DWI
after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation, at which time police
said they smelled a strong odor of
alcohol.

Mountainside
Sometime between Monday, June

18, and Tuesday, June 19 unidenti-
fied individuals entered the
Mountainside Community Pool after
hours and threw several items in the
baby pool as well as the main pool.
According to police, the individuals
placed approximately 20 chairs, a
garbage can, several garbage bags
and a lifeguard chair in the main pool
and several chairs in the baby pool.
Several items were also found in the
diving tank as well.

Thursday, June 21, Jose A. Norinho,
32, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after being stopped for a mo-
tor vehicle violation. According to
police, he was also charged with an
outstanding warrant out of Elizabeth
in the amount of $580.

Thursday, June 21, Devon J.
Samaroo, 24, of Maplewood was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant out
of Union Township after a field in-
vestigation. According to police,
Samaroo was also charged with lewd-
ness after police witnessed him ex-
posing himself in a wooded area along
Mill Lane and Echo Lake Park. Po-
lice said Samaroo also had a pair of
binoculars with him that he said he
was using to view several sunbathers.

Friday, June 22 Ryan M. Taylor, 20,
of South East Hazel, IL was arrested
and charged for soliciting without a
permit on Coles Avenue.

QUIET SCENE…The Manor Park Pool was closed last Friday after a 6-year-old
Brooklyn boy drowned there the previous day. The youngster, his mother and
siblings were visiting the pool with friends when the tragedy occurred.


