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Garwood Board of Ed. Members Question
End of Fire Department’s ‘Wetdowns’

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s
Board of Education last Tuesday voted
on a joint venture with the borough
council to undertake the Washington
School ballfield renovations at a cost
to the BOE of $835.89. The work will
be done by JB Ragonese Construc-
tion Company.

“We hope to free up some space so
that teams can have more games,” said
BOE President Adele Lewis. The
borough’s Little League will pay the
cost for the infield work, officials said.

Two hours later, towards the end of
the meeting, BOE member Gary Moore

questioned why the fire department
was not having the Monday wetdowns
at Washington School anymore.

Tom Spera, supervisor of buildings
and grounds for the school district,
said the fire department would “drop
about 25,000 gallons on the lawn,
causing sinkholes, mud and erosion
to the lawn.” Mr. Spera then also
spoke on behalf of the fire depart-
ment as a deputy chief, saying, “It
began as a mistake years ago and was
used for training purposes, not for
kids’ enjoyment. But kids started run-
ning through the water and it just
stuck. But now we use designated
training facilities like the [Union
County] Fire Academy. God forbid

the water coming out of those hoses
hits a kid in the face, they’ll get se-
verely injured. It’s a liability.”

Earlier in the year, Mr. Spera rec-
ommended to the borough council
that the fire department stop the
wetdowns at Washington School.

BOE member John Sullivan said,
“Give me a break. Everything is about
liability. Baseball is a liability and
kids still do that.”

Board member Sandro Villaraut
said, “I don’t think it’s fair that you
take something away from the kids
that they really enjoyed. It’s been
around for years, and you can’t just
stop doing something based on a rec-
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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
STROLLING FOR STROLLERS…Garwood resident Scott Kessler of Spruce
Avenue had loads of baby goods for sale during the borough’s town-wide yard sale
this past Saturday. SHOW ME THE MONEY…Inset, Marianne D’Angelo of
Spruce Avenue rakes in the dollars instead of the leaves from her yard this
Saturday during Garwood’s 11th annual town-wide yard sale.

Class of 2007 Graduates, Bids WHS Farewell;
Eyre Delivers Commencement Address

Commencement speaker and retired
WHS Assistant Principal Robert Eyre.

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School graduation started promptly at
6 p.m. Wednesday, with a full crowd
that included several parents and fam-
ily members standing on chairs to watch
the graduates proceed to the stage.

The graduation featured speeches
from the class president and student
council president, as well Interim
Principal Dennis Fyffe’s first com-
mencement speech.

Class President Hope Skibitsky
welcomed the crowd, speaking about
the growth the Class of 2007 has
experienced in WHS.

“Four years ago, we awkwardly
walked through the doors for the first
time,” Hope said. While they were
lost, she said, “There was a comfort

in knowing that we were lost together.”
Apart from its serious moments,

her speech was full of laughs, poking
fun at the problems the school had
this year with prior review. “I was
going to mention something about
prior review, but unfortunately it was
edited out,” she joked.

She ended her speech on a more
somber note. “Now is the time to let
go as we begin the journey,” she said.

Student Council President Satya
Tagat also greeted the crowd during
the welcome address. “This is it. Af-
ter 12 years, what can we say about
growing up in Westfield?”

Middle school, he said, was “awk-
ward, but we got through it together—
except for the eighth-grade dance,
when we were all on separate sides of
the gymnasium.”

In the end, he compared Westfield
to paradise. “It’s like Eden was lo-
cated off Garden State Parkway
South,” Satya said.

“It seems all good things must come
to an end before they get played out.
It’s been an absolute honor growing
up with you all,” he said.

After the welcoming speeches, Mr.
Fyffe spoke for the first time at WHS
graduation.

“It’s just a beautiful, beautiful night,
and it honestly doesn’t get any better
than this,” he said.

Mr. Fyffe attributed the graduates’
success both to their hard work and
the parents, teachers, administrators,
and Board of Education’s support.

The 21 students who earned Na-
tional Merit honors were applauded.
Mr. Fyffe added that among the se-
niors graduating were 38 Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholars,
129 members of the National Honor
Society and 192 Presidental Award
Winners. He also commended the
eight seniors who attained a 4.0 grade
point average: Beth Budnick, Kathryn
Cronen, Kate Kovalenko, Neha
Limaye, Nathan Margolin, Nikki
Reich, Nathaniel Roquet and
Samantha Vitale.

At the end of Mr. Fyffe’s speech,
the senior members of the WHS con-
cert choir came forward to sing Eagle-
Eye Cherry’s “Save Tonight,” a novel
choice for graduation.

Mr. Fyffe then introduced the com-
mencement speaker, Robert Eyre,
WHS’s recently retired assistant prin-
cipal.

Mr. Eyre said he felt especially
close to the class of 2007.

“First and foremost, tonight is a
celebration,” he said. “You have writ-
ten all sorts of essays, solved geomet-
ric proofs and dissected a worm or a
frog along the way…you have also
grown in your understanding of the
values that will help you live a suc-
cessful life.”

He provided five closing thoughts
to the Class of 2007: pack wisely,
have a dream and believe they can
make it come true, set high expecta-
tions and seek to do good in the world,
be engaged on their endeavors, and
most importantly,  not hurry their
journeys.

“I wish you well as you start to-
night on your journeys to your
Ithacas,” Mr. Eyre said.

Joe Ross, whose nephew Anthony
Robert Arnold graduated with the
Class of 2007, said an outdoor gradu-
ation was preferable. “I thought it
was great. Nice ceremony, great
weather,” he said.

Bill and Margaret Brown, whose son
Zachary was among the graduates, said
the commencement went well.

“It was very pleasant. It’s most
definitely better to have it outside,”
Mr. Brown said.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader
HE’S READING A LIST, CHECKING IT TWICE...Left, Westfield High School Interim Principal Dennis Fyffe sports the Santa hat one WHS Class of 2007 graduate
placed on his head while he read the graduating seniors’ names. As part of the annual graduate tradition of giving gag gifts to the principal during the commencement
ceremony, other students each presented Mr. Fyffe with a candy cane as he announced the names.  SUCCESS...Center, graduate James Meylor reacts to the standing
ovation his classmates gave him when Mr. Fyffe called his name to receive his diploma. GRADS ’N ROSES...Right, graduate Jasmine Farmer smiles after receiving
her diploma. See additional graduation photos at goleader.com/photos.

RVSA Employees Oppose
Plant Privatization Proposal

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Employees at the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) have started attending RVSA
board meetings again in opposition
to any plans for privatizing RVSA’s
wastewater-treatment operations. The
board has moved ahead in seeking
bids for its cogeneration facility.

The Rahway sewer-treatment facil-
ity is currently undergoing a $150-
million upgrade of its facilities. Mem-
ber towns, including Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Garwood,
face increases as part of the debt in-
curred by the RVSA for the project,
which resulted from a court order.

Anthony Gencarelli, an RVSA
employee speaking as a “private citi-
zen,” sat down with The Westfield
Leader and said he has concerns

over the authority’s overall opera-
tion and direction it has taken on
privatization. “I just want it to be
clear that I am not speaking on be-
half of the authority.”

“There are people [who] I think
accuse me or feel that I am in this
strictly for a  self-preservation point of
view concerning my job. Nothing could
be further from the truth,” he said.

The RVSA hired Consolidated
Construction Management Services
(CCM) as the construction manage-
ment firm for the facility upgrade.

Mr. Gencarelli said CCM did not
have sufficient staff to handle the
project. “These guys don’t have the
experience. They don’t have the
know-how. They should have never
been awarded the contract.”

He said other larger firms did not

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority employee Anthony Gencarelli, left, speak-
ing as a “private citizen,” discusses his concerns about privitizing RVSA’s
wastewater-treatment operations with The Westfield Leader assignment editor
Paul Peyton in the newspaper office last week.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE BIG LIFT...Tuesday morning, riggers from Local 72 in Cranford place new
rooftop airconditioning units on the store being renovated at Quimby Street and
Central Avenue in downtown Westfield. Coldwater Creek will open for business
at the location upon completion of construction anticipated for the end of August.

Police Probe Into Boy’s
Drowning Continues

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department continued its inves-
tigation this week of the drowning of
a 6-year-old Brooklyn boy last Thurs-
day at the Manor Swim Club in
Westfield.

David Konig, 6, was pronounced
dead after he was found face down in
the club’s pool, located at 2 Laurel
Place.

At 2:52 p.m. on June 21, the
Westfield Police Department (WPD)
received a 911 call regarding an unre-
sponsive child at Manor Park.

The child was transported to the

Robert Wood Johnson University Hos-
pital in Rahway, where he was pro-
nounced dead at 4:18 p.m., according
to the press release from the WPD.

Neither of the parents are Westfield
residents; the mother lives in Brook-
lyn and the father resides in Queens.

“The investigation is being contin-
ued by the Westfield Police Depart-
ment in conjunction with the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office,” Lieu-
tenant James Schneider told The
Westfield Leader.

While The Star-Ledger reported
that the drowning had occurred dur-
ing a lifeguard change, Westfield
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Celebrate Independence Day: Happy Fourth of July!

Fireworks in Local Towns
Salute Independence Day

Sunday, July 1
Kenilworth

David Brearley High School on
Monroe Avenue. Fireworks at dusk.

Wednesday, July 4
Cranford

Nomahegan Park on Springfield
Avenue. Fireworks at 9:15 p.m.

Mountainside
Deerfield School and at Our Lady

of Lourdes School. Fireworks at
dusk, presented in conjunction with
the fire department and the
Mountainside Police Athletic
League.

Summit
Memorial Field off Ashland Road.

Concert featuring Randy and The Rain-
bows and Larry Chance and The Earls
at 7:15 p.m. Fireworks at 9:15 p.m.

Plainfield
Cedar Brook Park off Park Av-

enue. Concert at 6 p.m. featuring
around 10 local bands. Fireworks at
9:15 p.m.

Union
Biertuempfel Park. Concert fea-

turing the Party Dolls at Biertuempfel
Park on Winslow Avenue followed
by fireworks at dusk.

Roselle Park
Roselle Park High School. Day

and evening festivities starting at 10
a.m. Activities will include a face
painter, moonwalk, cotton candy,
adult and child sack races, a hip-hop
derby and live music by the Magic
Touch band. Fireworks at dusk.

Springfield
Meisel Park on Meisel Avenue.

Activities start at 5 p.m. with food,
pony rides, a petting zoo and the
band Blues Driver. Fireworks at
dusk.
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Memorial Pool to Undergo
$3 Million in Renovations

By ALLISON GIBBONS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At the Westfield
Town Council meeting Tuesday,
members discussed a more-than-$3-
million renovation to Memorial Pool.

Director of Recreation Bruce
Kaufmann detailed current problems
that exist, from holes to concrete dis-
in tegra t ion .

Officials said the new pool should
be ready by the first weekend in June
2008 and would include a new pool
design and wet pad for children.

The renovations will have a life of
50 to 75 years, and because the pool
is a self-sustaining utility, officials
said the project would have no effect
on the municipal budget. Rates for
the pool may increase, but, no more
than they have in past years, Town
Administrator James Gildea said.

The council approved the floating
of a 15-year bond in the first step
toward renovations for the project.
Bids should come in Tuesday, July
24, with a final hearing on the con-
tract Tuesday, August 7.

In other business, 18 months ago,
the town established a growth-share
ordinance in keeping with regula-
tions set forth by the state’s Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH). The
ordinance states that a developer must
provide one affordable unit for every
eight new units built in town.

If developers choose not to com-

ply, they can make payments in lieu
of providing the housing specified,
officials said.

Currently, the third round of COAH
regulations have been struck down by
the courts, who have set a December
31 deadline to amend the regulations.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said the town continues to com-
ply with each round, but since devel-
opment persists while the regulations
remain “in limbo,” the town must
continue to protect itself legally and
work to provide a formula for devel-
opers to follow.

“At this point, there are (develop-
ment) projects in the pipeline that we
don’t want to lose,” Mr. Gildea said.

Concerning the town’s ability to
collect the payments, Mr. Gildea told
The Westfield Leader Wednesday
morning that the town “can’t afford
not to accept that money.” He said
payments must be made before the
certificate of occupancy is issued.
“We have no ability to collect after
the fact.”

The town plans to keep money col-
lected in escrow and hold it until
regulations are promulgated next year.

The council also discussed bids for
various road improvements, includ-
ing lots 1 and 8 on Prospect and Elm
Streets, which will be combined. The
base bid for those lots is around
$274,000, Mr. Gildea said. Pay sta-

Note: Due to the July 4 holiday, The Leader
will go to press on Tuesday; all submittal
deadlines for our July 5 issue are moved up
one day as a result. Thank you.


