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Raiders Finish 19-8, May Be Stronger in 2008
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

scrimmages. If so, we were going to
be pretty good and he did. He was the
kind of spark that we needed,” said
Baylock.

Seniors first baseman/pitcher John
Mineo and pitcher/shortstop Bayard
batted 3-4 in the order with respective
BAs .474 and .324. Mineo led the
team with 34 RBI, 31 runs scored, 12
doubles and 37 hits.

“John did what we expected of
him,” commented Baylock.

Bayard led the team with three
homeruns, while scoring 27 runs and
having 20 RBI.

“He had a real good year with lots
of big hits in key spots,” said Baylock.
“His big contribution to the team,
however, was his pitching. He was
one of the best in the county, very
steady and we knew what we were
going to get from him.”

Senior second baseman Adam
Perez batted .300, scored 28 runs, had
28 hits and added 20 walks.

“He led off for us, got on base and
made things happen with Jeremy,
Johnny and Greg behind him,” said
Baylock.

Junior catcher James Dinizo pro-
vided lots of firepower and tied in
homeruns with three. He had 26 hits, 21
RBI and was second in walks with 16.

“He had okay year batting .347 BA
and was always on base,” said
Baylock. “His big contribution came
behind the plate. Our pitchers were
very confident when there was a run-
ner on first because they knew James
could throw them out and it slowed
teams down. He’s going to be a great
asset to us next year.”

Freshman/third baseman Mike

Ridge finished with a .375 BA with
15 hits, 12 RBI and 10 walks.

“We were at our lowest point around
the end of April when he came up
after losing to Eastside in a game
where we made ten errors,” said
Baylock. “From that moment on we
wound up going 14-2. He made things
happen and was one of the keys to our
success down the stretch.”

Patrolling the outfield were sopho-
more Kevin Maroney in left, fresh-
man Joe D’Annunzio in center and
Antoine in right. Maroney finished
second with a .420 BA, third with 34
hits, second with 27 RBI and had 10
doubles.

“He was Mr. Clutch. Any time we
came into a big spot, we got a big hit.
He was a key component to our run,”
said Baylock.

D’Annunzio batted .351, with 26
hits, 16 RBI and 31 runs scored.

“A big jump for someone to make
varsity. He’s a guy we’re looking for-
ward to the next three years,” said
Baylock.

Sophomore Nick Bonadies played
second when Bayard was on the
mound and proved to be one of the
better players, according to Baylock.
He batted .417, with 24 RBI. He was
second with 35 hits, had nine doubles,
and scored 29 runs.

“He and Maroney batted in the
sixth and seventh hole. It seemed as if
they were getting the big hits for us
when the seniors were on base. It was
a great formula.”

No. 1 pitcher, Bayard, finished with
a 5-3 record, a 2.56 ERA and struck
out 44 in 56 innings. Juniors Brian
Piccola and Will Hubbard entering

their first varsity season proved to be
pleasant surprises. Piccola, with a 4.78
ERA, scattered 28 hits in 26 innings,
while finishing with a 2-1 record.
Hubbard, in 26 innings, allowed 31
hits and finished 4-1 with a 3.72 ERA.

“Mineo, concentrated primarily on
first base, had several starts and came
up with a huge win for us against
Union,” added Baylock.

Jake Parisi in 25 innings gave up
just 13 hits, finished a 5-0 record and
a 0.83 ERA.

“It looks very promising next year,”
said Baylock. “Our three pitchers,
Hubbard, Piccola and Gary
Binkiewicz, hopefully will continue
to improve and, of course, Dinizo is
back behind the plate. Maroney at
first and Bonadies at second are back,
D’Annunzio is in center and Ridge
moves to shortstop, so we’ll be pretty
talented and solid.”

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING HOME THE CONFERENCE CROWN…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School baseball team won the
Watchung Conference title after defeating Elizabeth, 12-9. The Raiders finished a successful season with a 19-8 record.

Midway Wins Battle in 7th,
Holds Off Poplar Place, 5-4

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Midway set its sights and
triggermen Anthony Blasé and Jerry
Bianco delivered two runs in the sev-
enth inning to topple Poplar, 5-4, at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on June
13 in Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association action.

The Middies served up 12 hits, led
by Matt Cahill who went 3-for-4,
with a double, and crushed a tower-
ing home run. Bianco and Steve
Ditrilio each jolted two singles and
an RBI, while Blasé mashed an RBI
triple. Drew Koski, Paul Meade, Tom
Cayel and pitcher Manny Perez con-
tributed singles.

Third baseman Blasi performed
magic, made a major league grab to
initiate a putout at first and smothered
two sizzling line drives. Shortstop
Bianco made three running snags and
pulled off a smooth 6-4-3 double play
(Bianco-Cahill-Cayel). Blasi initiated
a brilliant double play (Blasi-Bianco)
in the fourth. Leftfielder Ditrilio, aimed
his sights and gunned down Poplar’s
tying run in the seventh.

“Defense, definitely my favorite
part of the game! We have one of the
best if not the best defenses in the
league. When our pitching needs
someone to pick them up, I like to be
there in the right place at the right

time. Defense made all the plays and,
as you said, when everyone needed to
hit at the right time, they did. Offen-
sively, we scored early but not much
after that. Overall, it was a fun one,”
said Blasi.”

Poplar managed only five hits, but
did gain 10 walks from pitcher Perez,
while Pollar pitcher Mike Kelly
yielded only one. Dave Merckel
rapped a two-run double and Tom
Smith poked two singles before be-
ing injured. Lance Wildstein and Bill
Mariani each smacked singles.

Poplar did have some sparkling
defensive moments. Shortstop Brian
Smith scooped, wheeled and deliv-
ered with back-to-back plays in the
fourth and added a shoelace catch.
Right fielder Bryan Kolmer and
Merckel, covering first, made two
fine plays.

Midway opened fire with a three
round shelling in the first inning, high-
lighted by Bianco’s leadoff bunt single,
Ditrilio’s RBI single and Cahill’s bomb
to center. After Midway pulled off a 1-
2-3 defensive inning, Poplar was re-
warded a run in the fourth when Smith
slapped a single and sprinted home on
a 5-4 double play.

Poplar added a run on four walks in
the sixth to tighten the score, 3-2. Sens-
ing that their grasp may be slipping,
Midway plated two runs in the top of

the seventh. Perez singled to right and
scored on Blasi’s triple to left.

“I was trying to zone one out on a
good-hitters count. He gave me a
pitch over the middle half of the plate
and I drove it,” said Blasi.

Bianco stepped to the plate and
banged a single scoring Blasi.

Trailing, 5-2, Poplar stung back
with two quick runs when Perez is-
sued back-to-back walks and Merckel
powered a two-run double to deep
center. Midway’s defense, however,
stiffened when Ditrilio executed a
major league running grab.

“Manny issued numerous walks
this season but manages to work out
of most bad situations,” said Blasi.
“He throws a ground ball when he
needs to, hoping that it rolls into a
double play and we get out of an
inning. That gives us a little adrena-
line when we come in to hit.”

“Our defense has been stellar in
just about every game,” added Mid-
way skipper Ditrilio “When Manny
pitches and gets into trouble, we’re
there to back him up. That’s basically
what it was today. Baseball is de-
fense. Every sport is defense. Our
bats were silent, yet we came up with
big plays in the field and we pulled
out a win, which is great.”
Midway 300 000 2 5
Poplar 000 101 2 4

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT EXACTLY PRETTY BUT SAFE…Poplar first baseman Tom Smith eludes the tag by Midway catcher Larry Lagidis
and rolls over in pain in the fourth inning. Midway won the battle, 5-4 on June 13.

Area Baseballers Play
In Sr. All-Star Game
John Mineo of Scotch Plains, Dan

Gargiulo of Cranford, Jason Ingram
of Cranford, Billy Murphy of Roselle
Catholic, Kevin Valerio of Elizabeth,
Brooks Miller and Anthony Corsi of
Governor Livingston all participated
in the Jack Cust Baseball Academy
30th Annual All-Star Game at Mer-
cer County Park on June 16. This
consisted of some of the top 100
senior baseball players in the state.

Mineo and Miller each doubled
and showed talent in the field along
with Garguilo, Ingram and Valerio.
Murphy and Corsi each pitched a
strong inning each.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS COZY CAPE $420,000
Move-in Cape Cod with 2 bedrooms up and 2 bedrooms down, with a bathroom on each floor.  This
home includes many updates, including a hot water heater, upgraded 200 amp service, furnace, Bilco
doors & carpet.  The cozy home is convenient to the elementary, middle & high school, as well as NYC
transportation and all major highways.  A commuter’s delight.  (052111245)

BUY FOR $1,890/MO.

WESTFIELD OLD WORLD CHARM $749,800
This gracious Colonial is tastefully decorated and full of old world charm.  The home features 5 bedrooms,
2 ½ baths, stunning refinished wood floors, quaint front porch, large & bright living spaces, and a beautifully
landscaped property.  A commuter’s dream . . . located close to town & transportation.  (052111035)

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/24  1-5PM $985,000
Fully renovated 4/5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath Colonial with many upgrades throughout.  Spacious & bright
rooms w/open floor plan on a quiet street.  Custom EIK with granite countertops, vaulted ceilings, 2 gas
fireplaces, 2nd floor laundry, newly finished basement with wine cellar and ½ bath, 2 zone gas heating/
cooling, newer furnaces & A/C units, low taxes too!  DIR: New Providence Rd to Wood Valley Rd to
Indian Trail #293  (052111095)

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM BUILT $879,000
Distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous
attention to detail.  The impeccable design offers a dignified residence with a sensible flow to suit your
family’s lifestyle.  Located moments from schools, NY transp., shops & recreation, this elegant home features
a grand center entry foyer, designer kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite countertops, spectacular
family room w/surround sound system & wood burning stone fireplace, formal living & dining rooms w/
parquet flooring, 4 generous bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, beautifully finished basement & more.  The property
boasts nearly 1 acre of lush professional landscaping, a free form in-ground pool complete with heater &
filter, and a 2,000 SF paver patio.  (052111144)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.840%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 4/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.625%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to
12.625%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2760.42 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5384.83 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton
Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 6/24  1-5PM $721,900
Truly unique & elegantly cozy 4 bedroom, 4 full bath Ranch featuring 2 master bedrooms, each with a full
private bath & 2 additional bedrooms that share a full bath.  This spacious home includes a large eat-in
kitchen, expansive living room/dining room with wood-burning fireplace.  Central air, a new roof, new
garage door & recently paved driveway complete this terrific home.  DIR: Mountain Ave. lt New Providence
Rd rt Wood Valley lt Central rt Foothill rt Longview  (052111373)

BUY FOR $3,375/MO. BUY FOR $3,578/MO.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$795,000
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½-3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Call Ralph for more information
at 908-591-6283.  (052000589)

BUY FOR $3,249/MO.


