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‘Spiritual Literacy’ Is Vital
To Achieving World Unity
By REV. DR. MARK BOYEA

Two recent items have led me to
think even more seriously than ever
about the connection between educa-
tion and the quality of individual,
community and global life.

The first was a “60 Minutes” epi-
sode about a program that provides
college classes to inmates at Eastern
Correctional Facility, a maximum-
security prison in New York State.
The program is run and totally funded
by the efforts of Bard College.

The reason Bard supports this en-
deavor is a simple one. As Brian
Fisher, Commissioner of Corrections
for New York State, suggests, studies
consistently indicate that inmates who
receive a college education while in-
carcerated are much less likely to
commit crimes after they’re released.
Considering the overall recidivism
rate in our country registers at around
50 percent, Bard sees its program as
a public service.

And despite what we might expect,
the classes Bard offers are not geared
toward vocational training, but lib-
eral arts. As one inmate put it, “Lib-
eral arts teach you how to think, and
the problem with a lot of people in
prison is that they’re not thinking,
they’re reacting.”

Now aside from the legitimate dis-
cussion over whether it is fair for in-
mates to receive free education when
so many other students and their fami-
lies struggle to meet constantly rising
college costs, that inmate’s insight is a
critical one. It’s also one that leads to
the second recent item.

For the last few weeks I have been
working my way through a book titled
“Religious Literacy,” by Stephen
Prothero, chairman of Boston
University’s highly regarded Depart-
ment of Religion. In the book, Prothero
cites recent surveys that reveal some
startling findings. For instance, while
over three-quarters of Americans iden-
tify themselves as Christian (Protestant
or Catholic), only about half of those
can name even one of the four gospels,
and less than half can identify the first
book of the Bible. In addition, only 10
percent of American teens can name all
five major world religions, while 15
percent can’t name a single one.

Prothero believes this has huge im-
plications on a number of levels. As he
points out, many public policy argu-
ments are rooted in religious beliefs
and rhetoric that are regularly misun-
derstood and misinterpreted by many.

Also, a great deal of highly ac-
claimed literature and art reflects re-
ligious and spiritual themes, or is
directly modeled on biblical charac-
ters and stories. To have no under-
standing of these underpinnings di-
minishes the impact and influence of
those parts of our common culture.

What Prothero intentionally does
not emphasize in the book, but which
is most important for our purposes, is
the effect this “religious illiteracy”
has on our ability to both live our own
faith to the fullest and also engage
those of other faiths as the fellow
children of God they were created as.

First, if we do not adequately under-
stand the texts and practices that lie at
the foundation of our own faith, we
lose a crucial resource for our indi-
vidual and collective journey toward
meeting God in as many ways and
places as possible. But in addition, as

the awareness of religion’s role in world
events – for good and bad – has be-
come unavoidable, it is now more criti-
cal than ever for all of us to develop an
understanding of faiths different from
our own and be able to participate in
informed dialogue with them.

What the Bard College prison pro-
gram and Stephen Prothero’s book both
say in different ways is that the impor-
tance of education to transform our
individual and collective lives can never
be overestimated. But this education
must take place not just in the tradi-
tional school classroom, but in our pris-
ons, hospitals, boardrooms, churches,
synagogues, mosques and homes as
well. The stakes for both our own spiri-
tual lives and the future of God’s world
have perhaps never been higher.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Boyea is senior minister

of the First Congregational Church,
located at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

A BLESSED DAY…The Rosary-Altar Society of the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church of Mountainside gathers before a statue of the Blessed
Mother during a May 5 celebration of the group’s 50th anniversary. In honor of
the occasion, a recitation of the rosary took place, followed by a Mass at Our Lady
of Lourdes and a luncheon at L’Affaire Fine Catering in Mountainside.

Lady of Lourdes’ Rosarians
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Rosary-

Altar Society of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary on May
5. Our Lady of Lourdes is located at
300 Central Avenue in Mountainside.

The Reverend John McCrone, pas-
tor, and Monsignor Raymond Pol-
lard, former pastor of Our Lady of
Lourdes, concelebrated an 11 a.m.
Mass, which was preceded by a reci-
tation of the rosary. A luncheon fol-
lowed at L’Affaire Fine Catering in
Mountainside.

Roses were presented to the 19
past presidents of the organization
in attendance. Marge Dabrowski and
Joan Bieszczak both were honored
for their 50 years of continuous ser-
vice to the Rosary-Altar Society and
to the parish.

The Rosarians have performed a
variety of tasks that have enhanced
parish life over the past 50 years,

among them altar cleaning; main-
taining altar flowers and altar linens;
church decorations; providing char-
ity gifts and making various gifts to
the church.

Their contributions also have in-
cluded saying the rosary every morn-
ing following daily Mass and for all
deceased church members either at
the funeral home or before Mass;
offering prayers for the sick; being
there for church members in time of
need and making decorations for spe-
cial events, among other activities.

Additionally, the society has ar-
ranged for the circulation of the Pil-
grim Statue to many parishioners for
devotion. For more information about
the Rosary-Altar Society or member-
ship, please call Linda Esemplare,
president, at (908) 232-2509.

Community/Church News

All Saints’ to Kick Off
New Schedule July 1
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All Saints’

Episcopal Church will begin its sum-
mer worship schedule on Sunday, July
1. Instead of two Sunday services,
there will be one service of Holy Eu-
charist celebrated each week at 9 a.m.
The summer schedule will continue
through Sunday, September 2.

Summer services will include organ
music, the singing of hymns and a
sermon. An activity room for children
will be available each Sunday during
the service, with arts and crafts, vid-
eos, Bible stories and games. A coffee
hour will follow each service and will
be held outdoors when weather per-
mits. The church is air-conditioned.

The Reverend Jane Rockman is
rector of All Saints’ Episcopal Church,
located at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, opposite Park Middle School.
The parking lot is behind the church,
just off of School Place, and can be
accessed via Church Street. For more
information, please call (908) 322-
8047 or access the church website at
allsaints-spnj@att.org.

IHM Church to Offer
RCIA Inquiry Sessions

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
summer months, the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church will hold Inquiry Sessions
for area residents interested in be-
coming part of the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) process.

This process is used in the Roman
Catholic Church to welcome and fully
initiate those seeking to become Catho-
lic. It also is for those adult Catholics
who seek to complete the sacraments
of initiation, such as receiving the Eu-
charist and Confirmation.

Inquiry sessions are held in Im-
maculate Heart of Mary’s Nazareth
Center lounge, the building at the far
end of the property, behind the church
at 1571 South Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For the exact Sunday
dates, at 1 p.m., or Monday dates, at
7:30 p.m., or for more information,
please call (908) 889-2100. Individu-
als should indicate the session they
wish to attend.
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Newton Chardonnay Napa Unfiltered 2004

Tenuta dell’ Ornellaia Le Serre Nuove 2004

Rudd Cabernet Sauvignon 2003

ShopRite Wines &Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.
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Many items are in short supply, please shop early.

95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
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70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average
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Nineteen Seventy Five
Amber Knolls
Cabernet 2004
A dark ruby/purple color is
accompanied by a classic nose
of sweet black cherries and
cassis, pleasant spice and
smoke characteristics, medium
to full body, and silky tannins. 

$15.99

Altesino Rosso di
Altesino IGT 2004
An exceptional bargain. It exhibits a
pronounced nose of sweet berries,
forest floor, fresh mushrooms, and
spice. Wonderful fruit, medium to full
body, surprising opulence and flesh,
and a long, heady finish suggest it
will last for 3-4 years.

$12.99

Groom
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
Bright and juicy, with pear and
citrus flavors that lilt through the
lively finish. Drink now

$12.99

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc 2006
Concentrated and complex, with vivid 
passion fruit, grapefruit and tangy peach
flavors. Vibrant minerality and tangy lime
juice acidity keep thumping through the 
finish. Drink now.

$12.99

Tenuta dell’ Ornellaia Le Serre Nuove 2004
The nose offers fragrances of smooth, crisp-edged fruit that develops nicely
into notes of spice and mint. On the palate, it is broad and full, with the 
smooth, herbaceous impressions of the Merlot enriched by the 
impressive fruit of the Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc.

$39.99

Hess Allomi
Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
Rich and dry in ripe cherry jam,
blackberry pie, cassis, blueberry,
smoky oak and spice flavors.
It’s a complex young wine that
approximates the best of Napa
Valley.

$21.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

MacMurray Ranch
Sonoma Coast
Pinot Gris
Exhibits rich aromas of white
peach and honeydew melon.
The flavors of peach, melon,
and fig are melded together in a
rich core, resulting in a round
mouthfeel which compliments
its crisp, clean finish.

$13.99

La Marca Extra Dry
Prosecco di Conegliano
Valdobbiadene NV
A delicate, well-balanced
Prosecco, showing a good
blend of baked apple, sour
lemon and grapefruit, with a
lightly creamy mineral texture on
the palate. Medium froth, with
some body and a pleasant
lemon and mineral finish. Best
Prosecco out there at the
moment. Drink now.

$9.99

WINES WITH RATINGS OF

Mitolo Shiraz
Jester 2005
“The 2005 Shiraz Jester exhibits an
opaque purple color along with sweet
aromas of blackberries, charcoal,
white chocolate, and espresso roast.
Rich, full bodied, heady, and long, it
explodes on the back of the palate
(always a good sign).”

$15.99Robert Parker: 92

Wine Spectator : 90

Robert Parker : 90

Te Kairanga Martinborough 
Runholder Pinot Noir 2004
Refined, elegant and beautifully
focused, offering pure blueberry,
plum and creamy spice flavors
that linger against superfine
tannins on the light finish.

$19.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Thurs., June 14 thru Tues., July 3, 2007.
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Rudd Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
Exhibits a dense ruby/purple color, firm tannins, and an enticing nose of black
currants, espresso roast, charcoal, and cedar wood. Although closed, 
it is dense, promising, and ageworthy, with an upside of 12-15 years.

$69.99

Newton Chardonnay Napa Unfiltered 2004
The classic expression of unfiltered Chardonnay, this rich and powerful wine
opens with aromas of citrus flowers, coconut, butterscotch and roasted almonds.
On the palate the wine combines butter and oak with layers of
peach, mango, and honey and a touch of mineral on the finish.

$39.99

Simi Landslide Vineyard Cabernet
Alexander Valley 2003

Robert Parker: 90

Wine Spectator: 90

Wine Spectator: 91

Robert Parker : 90

Wine Spectator: 90

Juvé & Camps Napa
Valley Brut Rose NV
Dark pink in color with a lovely
nose of rose petals and strawber-
ries. It is lively and fresh on the
palate, with crisp acidity and a long
finish. This excellent value can be
served with a wide variety of savory
courses and as an aperitif.

$12.99Robert Parker : 90

Simi Russian River Reserve
Chardonnay 2004
Aromas of mulberries and boy-
senberries, then follows that up
with bold, forward, berry-fruit 
flavors. But it has nuance, showing
deft oaking and hints of spice to
balance the fruit’s intensity. Long,
mouthwatering and complex on
the finish, picking up notes of
chocolate, coffee and vanilla.

$19.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

Marquis Philips
Holly’s Blend 2005
The 2005 Holly’s Blend exhibits aromas of
honeysuckle and tropical fruit as well as
oodles of personality. It is best consumed
over the next year.

$7.99Robert Parker: 90

Lincourt
Chardonnay 2005
It’s a Chablis-type Chard, totally
dry, high in acidity, with a mineral,
metallic quality to the peach 
flavors. The finish is so rich and
complex. What a great food wine.

$12.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Indian Wells
Chardonnay 2005
This Chard has an appealing 
tropical fruit character. The wine
delivers pineapple and mango
aromas along with hints of fresh
red apples and ripe apricots.

$14.99

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Eroica Riesling 2006
White peach and fresh apricot 
aromas characteristic of
Washington State Rieslings, 
melded with the mineral, floral
notes and lively acidity associated
with German Rieslings.

$16.99

Marquis Philips
Shiraz 2005
The inky/blue/purple-colored 2005
Shiraz offers up sweet, rich aromas
of blackberries, toasty wood,
licorice, and a touch of pepper.
Dense, opulent, fleshy, full, rich,
mouthfilling and concentrated.
Should drink well for 3-4 years.

$11.99Robert Parker : 91

Marquis Philips
Sarah’s Blend 2005
Its deep ruby/purple hue is
accompanied by aromas of
flowers, spice box, blueberries,
black currants, and smoky oak.
Opulent, voluptuous and full-bod-
ied, with low acidity and sweet
tannin, this is a blockbuster red
that sells for a song.

$11.99

Toscolo
Chianti Classico 2005
Gorgeous aromas of crushed
berry, toasty oak, chocolate and
coffee. Full bodied, with fine
tannins and a long, rich finish.
Great value.

$12.99Wine Spectator: 90

Las Vascos
Cabernet Reserve 2005
The nose deals smooth fruit
touched up by chocolate and a
whiff of mint, while the mouth is
spicy and herbal but also 
saturated with dark berry notes
and touches of the forest.

$14.99Wine Enthusiast: 90

Wine Spectator : 90

Wine Spectator : 90

Robert Parker : 91

Simi Landslide Vineyard Cabernet
Alexander Valley 2003
Shows a beautiful balance of sweet, ripe fruit and firm tannins, backed by a
crisp acidity, and is big enough to handle considerable oak. Young
and juicy, it’s delicious now and should develop through 2012.

$26.99

ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace
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90Points or More... for $25 orLess!90Points or More... for $25 orLess!

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East  (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)
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Prices & products featured are available at...

333 South Ave.  •  (908) 232-8700


